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DOCUMENT  No.  22. 


Acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  applicable  to 
the  City  of  New  York. 

An  act  respecting  excavations  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  / 
Brooklyn. 

An  act  to  enable  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York 
to  take  testimony  in  matters  referred  for  investigation  or 
inquiry. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New 
York, 

'  An  act  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  for  the  preservation 
of  the  harbor  of  New  York  from  encroachments,  and  to 
prevent  obstructions  to  the  necessary  navigation  thereof. 

An  act  to  legalize  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  Receiver 
of  Taxes. 

An  act  to  legalize  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  Police  Justices. 

An  act  in  relation  to  property  and  money  taken  from  persons  ar¬ 
rested  and  accused  of  crimes  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  prevention  of  intemperance,  pauperism  and  crime. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  requiring  the  Police  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  file  records  of  all  convic¬ 
tions  of  vagrancy. 
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An  act  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  the  Police  Court  Clerks, 
and  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  Second  Avenue  Railroad  Company  of 
the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  to  enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  General  and 
Special  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 

An  act  to  enable  the  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  to  raise  money  by  tax. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  passengers  in  vessels  coming  to 
the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Harlem  river  at  King's  bridge. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  security  of 
mechanics  and  others,  erecting  buildings  and  furnishing  ma¬ 
terials  therefor. 

An  act  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  of  Records  for  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York. 

An  act  to  provide  for  compensating  parties  whose  property  may  be 
destroyed  in  consequence  of  mobs  or  riots. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  number  of  ballots  and  ballot  boxes  to  be 
used  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

s  An  act  in  relation  to  the  First  Division  and  Fifth  Brigade  of  the 
New  York  State  Militia. 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  other  Judicial  offi¬ 
cers. 

An  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Manhattan  Gaslight 
Company. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan  Gaslight  Company. 

An  act  for  the  protection  of  immigrants,  second  class,  steerage  and 
deck  passengers. 
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An  act  to  confirm  the  title  of  Benjamin  Newhouse  to  certain  land 
under  water,  in  the  county  of  Westchester. 

An  act  amendatory  of  the  acts  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes. 

DOCUMENT  No.  42. 

Adams,  Wm.  H.,  reports  in  relation  to  paying,  for  rebuilding  por¬ 
tion  of  pier  No.  45,  North  river. 

DOCUMENT  No.  4. 

Advertising  the  official  proceedings,  communication  from  the 
Comptroller,  relative  to  the  amounts  paid  the  various  news¬ 
papers  for. 

DOCUMENT  No.  26. 

Advertising  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  report  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  contracts  for. 

DOCUMENT  No.  1. 

Annual  Message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

DOCUMENT  No.  2. 

Annual  report  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department, 

DOCUMENT  No.  6. 

Annual  report  of  the  Public  Administrator. 

DOCUMENT  No.  9. 

Annual  report  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation. 

DOCUMENT  No.  11. 

Annual  report  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  36. 

Appropriations,  report  in  relation  to  additional. 

(B.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  41. 

Blood  and  offal,  report  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of,  from  the  city. 


(C.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  17. 

Chief  Engineer,  communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  reducing  the  complement  of  men  allowed  to  hose 
companies. 

DOCUMENT  No.  12. 

Chief  of  Police,  communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  stolen  property. 

DOCUMENT  No.  14. 

Chief  of  Police,  semi-annual  report  of  the,  from  July  to  December. 

DOCUMENT  No.  32. 

Chief  of  Police,  semi-annual  report  of  the,  from  January  to  June. 

DOCUMENT  No.  43. 

Chief  of  Police,  report  in  relation  to  the  nativity  of  the,  and  Po¬ 
licemen. 

DOCUMENT  No.  45. 

Chief  of  Police,  report  of  the  Special  Police  Committee  in  relation 
to  declaring  the  office  of  the,  vacant. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  15. 

Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  communication  from  the, 
in  relation  to  the  cost  of  removing  the  ruins  of  the  late 
New  City  Hall. 

DOCUMENT  No.  16. 

Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  relative  to  the  contract  for 
lighting  the  public  lamps  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city. 

DOCUMENT  No.  24. 

Commissioners  of  Emigration,  communication  from  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  in  relation  to  leasing  the  Battery  to  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  31. 

Commissioners  of  Deeds,  report  relative  to  appointing. 

DOCUMENT  No.  4. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  relative  to  amounts  paid 
the  various  newspapers  for  advertising  the  official  proceed¬ 
ings. 

DOCUMENT  No.  8. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  in  relation  to  the  contract 
for  stationery.  , 


DOCUMENT  No.  24. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  in  relation  to  leasing  the 
Battery  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration. 

DOCUMENT  No.  25. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  in  relation  to  the  pavement 
on  Grand  street. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  21. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  with  a  proposition  for  the 
removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  &c. 

DOCUMENT  No.  33. 

Comptroller,  report  of  the,  from  July,  1854,  to  June,  1855. 

DOCUMENT  No.  35. 

Comptroller,  communication  from  the,  in  relation  to  regulating 
and  grading  Tenth  avenue. 

DOCUMENT  No.  39. 

Comptroller,  report  from  the,  in  relation  to  the  payments  and  re¬ 
ceipts  on  account  of  streets  opening,  paving,  &c. 

DOCUMENT  No.  9. 

Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  annual  report  of  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  21. 

Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  communication  from  the,  in  relation  to 
the  liquor  law. 

DOCUMENT  No.  10. 

County  Clerk,  communication  from  the,  In  relation  to  Commission¬ 
ers  of  Deeds. 


DOCUMENT  No.  2. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  annual  report  of  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  44. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  communication  from  the,  with 
working  plan  for  the  ensuing  year 


DOCUMENT  No.  28. 

Eighty-third  street,  report  of  the  Committee  in  relation  to  the 
manner  in  which,  has  been  graded. 

DOCUMENT  No.  31. 

Engine  companies  Nos.  5  and  14,  in  the  matter  of  complaint  of. 

(F.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  30. 

Floating  dock,  report  relative  to  removing  the,  from  between  piers 
Nos.  36  and  37,  East  river. 

(G.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  25. 

Grand  street,  report  in  relation  to  the  pavement  on. 

(J.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  38. 

Joseph  Walker,  reports  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  ship. 

(M.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  1. 

Mayor,  annual  message  of  his  Honor  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  5. 

Mayor,  communication  from  the,  upon  various  subjects,  viz:  finance, 
the  streets,  taxable  property,  abolition  of  fees,  interest  on 
moneys  deposited,  estimates  and  appropriations. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  14. 

Mayor,  communication  from  the,  with  the  semi-annual  report  of 
the  Chief  of  Police. 

DOCUMENT  No.  34. 

Mayor,  communication  from  his  Honor  the,  on  various  subjects  of 
political  economy. 

(N.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  15. 

New  City  Hall,  communication  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
ruins  of  the  late. 

DOCUMENT  No.  19. 

New  City  Hall,  report  in  favor  of  erecting  the  same  on  Madison 
square. 

DOCUMENT  No.  23. 

New  City  Hall,  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  desig¬ 
nating  a  location  for  the. 

(P.)  ‘ 

DOCUMENT  No.  20. 

Police,  report  in  relation  to  the  nativity  of  the,  of  this  city. 
DOCUMENT  No.  29. 

Policemen,  report  relative  to  the  appointment  of. 

DOCUMENT  No.  43. 

Policemen,  report  in  relation  to  the  nativity  of. 

DOCUMENT  No.  3. 

Property  Clerk  of  the  first  Police  District,  communication  from. 


INDEX. 


xi 


DOCUMENT  No.  16. 

Public  lamps,  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and 
Lamps,  relative  to  the  contract  for  lighting  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  6. 

Public  Administrator,  annual  report  of  the. 


(R.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  2. 

Report,  annual,  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department. 

DOCUMENT  No.  3. 

Report  from  the  Property  Clerk  of  the  first  Police  district. 

DOCUMENT  No.  4. 

Report  from  the  Comptroller  relative  to  amounts  paid  the  various 
newspapers  for  advertising  the  official  proceedings. 

DOCUMENT  No.  5. 

Report  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  upon  various  subjects,  viz : 
finance,  the  streets,  taxable  property,  abolition  of  fees,  in¬ 
terest  on  moneys  deposited,  estimates  and  appropriations, 
contracts,  police,  emigrants,  &c.,  &c. 

DOCUMENT  No.  6. 

Report,  annual,  of  the  Public  Administrator. 

DOCUMENT  No.  1. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Repairs  and  Supplies,  adverse  to  con¬ 
firming  the  award  of  contract  for  stationery. 

DOCUMENT  No.  8. 

Report  from  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to  furnishing  stationery. 


INDEX. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  9. 

Report,  annual,  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation. 

DOCUMENT  No.  10. 

Report  from  the  County  Clerk,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners  of  Deeds. 

DOCUMENT  No.  11. 

Report,  annual,  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

DOCUMENT  No.  12. 

Report  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  sto¬ 
len  property. 

DOCUMENT  No.  13. 

Report  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  in  relation  to  the  streets  and 
avenues  declared  open  by  law. 

DOCUMENT  No.  14. 

Report,  semi-annual,  of  the  Chief  of  Police. 

DOCUMENT  No.  15, 

Report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  in  relation 
to  the  cost  of  removing  the  ruins  of  the  late  New  City 
Hall. 

DOCUMENT  No.  16. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  relative  to  the 
contract  for  lighting  the  public  lamps. 

DOCUMENT  No.  IT. 

Report  from  the  Chief  Engineer,  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  complement  of  men  allowed  to  hose  companies. 

DOCUMENT  No.  18. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Cleaning  Streets,  in  relation  to  the 
streets  cleaning  machines. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  19. 

Report  of  Special  Committee  on  New  City  Hall,  in  favor  of  erect¬ 
ing  the  same  on  Madison  square. 

DOCUMENT  No.  20. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  nativity  of  the 
Police  force  of  this  city. 

DOCUMENT  No.  21. 

Report  from  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  in  relation  to  the  liquor 
law. 

DOCUMENT  No.  23. 

Report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  designating  a  location 
for  the  New  City  Hall 

DOCUMENT  No.  24. 

Report  from  the  Comptroller,  in  relation  to  leasing  the  Battery 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration. 

DOCUMENT  No.  25. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to  the  pavement  on 
Grand  street. 

DOCUMENT  No.  26. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  award  of  contracts 
for  advertising  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

DOCUMENT  No.  21. 

Report  from  the  Comptroller,  with  a  proposition  for  the  removal 
of  dead  animals,  offal,  &c. 

DOCUMENT  No.  28. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  investigating  the  manner  in 
whic;  Eighty-third  street  has  been  graded. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  29. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  Department,  relative  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Policemen. 

DOCUMENT  No.  30. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee,  relative  to  removing  the  float¬ 
ing  docks  from  slip  between  piers  Nos.  36  and  31,  East 
river. 

DOCUMENT  No.  31. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  and  Offices,  relative  to  ap¬ 
pointing  Commissioners  of  Deeds. 

DOCUMENT  No.  32. 

Report,  semi-annual,  of  the  Chief  of  Police. 

DOCUMENT  No.  33. 

Report  of  the  Comptroller,  from  July,  1854,  to  June,  1855. 

DOCUMENT  No.  35. 

Report  from  the  Comptroller,  in  relation  to  regulating  and  grad¬ 
ing  Tenth  avenue. 

DOCUMENT  No.  36. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Law  Department,  in  relation  to 
making  additional  appropriations. 

DOCUMENT  No.  31. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Eire  Department  in  the  matter 
of  complaint  of  engine  company  No.  5  against  engine  com¬ 
pany  No.  14. 

DOCUMENT  No.  38. 

Reports,  (majority  and  minority,)  of  the  Special  Committee,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  39. 

Report  of  the  Comptroller,  in  relation  to  the  payments  and  re¬ 
ceipts  on  account  of  streets  opening,  paving,  &c. 

DOCUMENT  No.  40. 

Report  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  with  statement  of  permits 
for  street  vaults  granted  by  him. 

DOCUMENT  No.  41. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  blood 
and  offal  from  the  city. 

DOCUMENT  No.  42. 

Reports,  (majority  and  minority,)  of  the  Special  Committee,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  allowing  Wm.  H.  Adams  payment  for  rebuilding 
portion  of  pier  No.  45,  North  river. 

DOCUMENT  No.  43. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to  the  nativity  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  and  Policemen. 

DOCUMENT  No.  44. 

Report  from  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  with  working  plan 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

DOCUMENT  No.  45. 

Report  of  the  Special  Police  Committee  in  relation  to  declaring 
the  office  of  Chief  of  Police  vacant. 

E(  s.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  1 . 

Stationery,  report  adverse  to  confirming  the  award  of  contract  for. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  8. 

Stationery,  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  in  relation  to. 

DOCUMENT  No.  12. 

Stolen  property,  communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police  relative 
to  the  disposition  of. 

DOCUMENT  No.  11. 

Street  Commissioner,  annual  report  of  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  13. 

Streets  and  avenues,  report  in  relation  to  the,  declared  open  by 
law. 

DOCUMENT  No.  18. 

Street  cleaning  machines,  report  in  relation  to  cleaning  the  streets 
by  the. 

DOCUMENT  No.  39. 

Streets  opening;  paving,  &c..  report  from  the  Comptroller  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  payments  and  receipts  on  account  of. 

DOCUMENT  No.  40. 

Street  Commissioner,  communication  from  the,  with  statement  of 
vault  permits  granted  by  him. 

(T.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  35. 

Tenth  avenue,  communication  from  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to 
regulating  and  grading. 

(Y.) 

DOCUMENT  No.  40. 

Vault  permits,  communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  with 
statement  of,  granted  by  him. 


DOCUMENT  No,  ,±. 

BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  1, 1855. 

The  following  Annual  Message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
was  received,  read,  directed  to  be  entered  at  length  on 
the  minutes,  and  double  the  usual  number  of  copies  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  JYew  York: 

Gentlemen— In  assuming  the  duties  of  Chief  Magis¬ 
trate  of  this  great  city  I  am  conscious  of  its  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  requirements.  I  shall  endeavor  to  supply  my 
want  of  experience  and  knowledge  by  an  entire  devotion 
to  the  public  interests,  and  hope,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of 
my  official  trusts,  to  meet  the  approbation  and  receive  the 
support  of  your  Honorable  Body  and  my  fellow  citizens. 

The  present  is  not  an  auspicious  time  to  commence  a 
new  administration;  it  is  beyond  the  ability  of  any  man, 
exercising  the  duties  of  this  office  under  the  city  charter, 
to  give  this  people  that  government  which  appears  to  be 
so  generally  expected,  and  which  is  certainly  so  much 
required. 

However  we  may  differ  as  to  the  cause,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  a  pervading  dissatisfaction  with  the  municipal 
affairs  of  this  city;  that  this  feeling  exists,  and  that  there 
are  sufficient  grounds  for  it,  all  must  admit;  whether  it 
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arises  feoja"deted1is  aii  tW  fundamental  laws,  or  from  im¬ 
proper  local,  legislation,  or  from  maladministration  upon 
the  part  ophw-Tnteu&ted  with  the  executive  duties,  are 
questions  upon  which  there  is  diversity  of  opinion;  in  my 
judgment  all  of  these  are  the  causes. 

The  amended  charter  of  1830  was  preferable  to  the 
present  system.  Admitting  that  it  required  modification, 
the  subsequent  amendments  have  but  increased  the  diffi¬ 
culties. 

The  allegation  that  it  was  inadequate  to  the  increased 
size  and  wants  of  the  city,  was,  in  my  opinion,  entirely 
without  foundation. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  as  applicable  to 
the  present  greatness  of  the  Republic  as  it  was  to  the 
Federal  Union  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  Had  amend¬ 
ments  been  made  to  it  at  the  instance  of  every  party  or 
statesman  who  deemed  it  insufficient,  we  should  have  fall¬ 
en  to  the  same  condition  as  a  nation  that  this  city  has  as 
a  corporation. 

The  mistake  in  disturbing  the  charter  of  1830,  was 
not  only  in  the  alterations  effected,  but  also  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  an  uneasy  spirit  in  the  people,  who,  by  the 
continual  application  to  state  legislation,  have  been  taught 
to  look  to  foreign  remedies  for  domestic  abuses. 

Thus  have  we  transferred  to  Albany  much  that  could 
have  been  better  cared  for  among  ourselves;  forgetting 
the  old  republican  maxim,  that  no  power  should  be 
delegated  which  can  be  exercised  by  the  people  them¬ 
selves.  —  This  principle  should  never  be  forgotten. 
It  was  faithfully  adhered  to  by  the  framers  of  the  na¬ 
tional  constitution .  In  all  countries  and  in  all  ages,  the 
utmost  caution  has  been  observed  in  granting  to  represen 
tatives  the  right  of  even  ordinary  legislation. 
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We  should  not  present  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
people  voluntarily  surrenders  the  power  to  form  the  or¬ 
ganic  laws,  yielding,  that  highest  of  all  prerogatives,  to 
men  who  owe  us  no  responsibility,  are  not  chosen  by  our 
suffrages,  who  are  foreign  to  our  interests,  do  not  under¬ 
stand  our  wants,  and  who,  consequently,  are  liable  to  be¬ 
come  the  tools  of  designing  men,  having  selfish  or  corrupt 
objects  of  their  own  to  obtain. 

Amendments  to  the  charter  of  18110,  have,  one  after 
another,  been  adopted  at  Albany,  until  now,  we  are  ad¬ 
ministering  the  government  by  portions  of  six  different 
charters,  which  create  nine  Executive  Departments,  having 
undefined,  doubtful,  and  conflicting  powers,  with  heads 
elected  by  the  people,  each  assuming  to  be  sovereign,  and 
independent  of  the  others,  of  the  Mayor,  or  of  any  other 
authority  ;  and  beyond  the  reach  of  any,  except  that  of  im¬ 
peachment  by  the  Common  Council,  which  never  has  been, 
and  probably  never  will  be  exercised. 

This  irresponsibility  has  been  productive  of  carelessness 
in  expenditure,  and  negligence  in  the  execution  of  the 
ordinances. 

Thus,  in  the  attempts  to  remedy  defects  by  foreign  aid, 
which  could  have  been  accomplished  at  home,  we  have 
fastened  upon  ourselves  a  complicated,  many-headed,  ill¬ 
shaped  and  uncontrollable  monster,  which  has  not,  in  my 
opinion,  developed  its  worst  characteristics. 

So  far  as  my  duties  are  defined  I  feel  some  embarrass¬ 
ment.  Even  co-ordinate  powers  with  the  several  execu¬ 
tive  departments  are  denied  to  me  in  some  quarters;  and 
the  fact  that  my  predecessors,  under  the  new  charters, 
have  not  attempted  their  exercise  is  relied  upon  as  sus¬ 
taining  this  position. 

Without  desiring  to  question  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
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have  preceded  me  in  this  office,  I  must  he  permitted  to  con¬ 
strue  my  powers  and  duties  as  I  understand  them.  Re¬ 
stricted  as  the  prerogatives  of  the  Mayor  have  been  by 
almost  every  legislative  act  appertaining  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  city,  for  several  years,  still  there  is  sufficient 
left  to  instill  more  energy  into  the  administration  than 
now  exists,  and  to  hold  at  least  a  supervisory  check  over 
the  whole  city  government. 

It  is  true,  that  though  ostensibly  head  of  the  Police 
Department,  he  is  not  so  practically,  in  the  essential  ele¬ 
ments  of  authority,  that  of  controlling  the  retention  or  re¬ 
moval  of  his  own  subordinates.  The  Chief  of  Police 
holds  his  place  independent  of  the  Mayor,  that  officer  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  during  “  good  behavior,”  by  the  late 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Commissioners,  under  the  law  of 
1853,  which  they  construed  to  give  that  authority.  He 
cannot,  solus ,  appoint  or  remove  the  humblest  subordinate 
in  the  service,  nor  make  the  rules  and  regulations  for  its 
governance.  Of  these  requisites  of  power,  so  necessary 
to  make  an  efficient  police  corps,  he  is  by  law  deprived. 
Discipline  can  only  be  obtained  and  maintained,  by  the 
firm  hand  of  unrestricted  power;  besides,  it  is  wrong  in 
principle,  to  make  any  public  officer  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  subordinates,  who  are  placed  beyond  his  individual 
power  to  remove. 

These  are  some  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  frequent 
application  to  state  legislation  for  this  city.  Instead  of  a 
simple  form  of  government,  easily  understood,  the  power 
of  its  officers  so  well  defined,  that  there  could  be  no  con¬ 
flict  or  misunderstanding,  we  have  one,  full  of  the  objec¬ 
tions  referred  to. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  indicate  a  substi¬ 
tute,  though  I  cannot  omit  to  add  my  belief,  that  the  most 
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perfect  form  of  government,  was  that  adopted  by  the 
framers  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Its  clear  and  sim¬ 
ple  provisions  are  equally  applicable  to  municipal  corpo¬ 
rations,  or  to  a  nation  of  a  hundred  millions.  The  Mayor 
should  be  to  the  city,  what  the  President  is  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  government.  There  should  be  corresponding  execu¬ 
tive  departments,  with  heads  selected  by  the  Mayor,  (sub¬ 
ject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,)  who 
should  have  entire  control,  and  be,  himself,  responsible  to 
the  people.  The  Mayor  and  Heads  of  Departments  should 
meet  in  council,  and  have  a  general  uniformity  of  action 
and  co-operation  with  each  other,  in  carrying  out  the  laws 
and  preserving  the  general  interests  of  the  city.  Over 
the  whole  should  govern  the  Chief  Magistrate;  he  should 
have  the  one-man  power,  which  history  teaches  is  the 
least  dangerous,  and  the  most  positive  for  good. 

Certainly  we  have  suffered  more  from  legislative  as¬ 
sumptions,  or  misconduct  of  subordinates  in  authority,  than 
from  the  tyranny  or  corruption  of  a  chief  ruler. 

Precedent  shows  there  is  safety  in  the  latter,  not  only 
in  the  exercise  of  authority  for  the  public  weal,  but  as  a 
barrier  against  the  wrong  doings  of  the  former.  The 
stronger  the  head  the  more  healthy  the  body;  but  if 
strength  is  taken  away  by  diverting  it  to  a  multitude  of 
heads,  the  whole  becomes  enervated,  and  unable  to  dis¬ 
charge  its  functions. 

Concentration,  with  ample  power,  ensures  efficiency,  be¬ 
cause  it  creates  one  high  responsible  authority.  Decen¬ 
tralization  is  subversive  of  all  good  executive  government. 

This  want  of  concentration  has  been  the  prime  cause  of 
the  immense  load  of  taxation  which  we  now  bear.  To 
compare  the  relative  taxation  per  individual,  under  the 
charter  of  1830,  and  that  now  existing,  will  prove  this  as¬ 
sertion. 
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In  1843  the  amount  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
city  government,  was  one  million  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty- 
nine  cents;  whereas,  in  1853,  it  was  five  millions  sixty- 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and 
sixty -nine  cents,  and  this  year  it  is  nearly  six  millions; 
a  startling  increase.  Need  you  be  told  that  this  addition 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum,  is  the  result  of  either 
corruption  or  wasteful  extravagance,  the  natural  conse¬ 
quence  of  irresponsibility. 

And  here  let  me  diverge  to  remark  that  to  tolerate  pro¬ 
fligate  outlays  of  the  public  money,  whilst  nearly  one-tenth 
of  our  whole  population  are  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  is  as  shocking  to  humanity  as  it  is  injustice  to  a  large 
and  valuable  class  of  our  suffering  fellow-citizens. 

■  Surely  we  are  admonished,  that  if  this  rate  of  taxation 
be  continued,  more  of  it  should  be  devoted  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  whose  industry  bear  most  of  its  burthens,  and 
who  are  now  ringing  into  our  ears  their  cries  of  distress. 
Labor  was  never  so  depressed  as  now.  Employment  is 
almost  entirely  cut  off,  and  if  procured,  its  remuneration 
is  totally  inadequate,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  articles 
of  subsistence.  The  prices  of  labor  and  of  food  bear  no 
relative  equality. 

In  ordinary  times  of  general  prosperity  capital  possesses 
advantages  over  labor. 

Capital  can  always  protect  itself,  and  it  is  only  at  peri¬ 
ods  of  inflation,  when  capital  is  directed  to  speculation  in 
the  products  of  labor,  that  the  operative  is  appreciated, 
and  his  industry  rewarded  by  competent  compensation. 

But  now,  when  capital  either  timidly  retreats,  through 
fear,  to  the  bank-vaults,  or  is  diverted  to  the  oppression, 
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for  gain,  of  those  who  employ  labor,  his  condition  is  sad 
enough.  Does  it  not  behoove  us  not  only  individually, 
but  in  our  corporate  capacity,  to  throw  ourselves  boldly 
forward  to  his  relief  ? 

This  is  the  time  to  remember  the  poor ! 

Do  we  not  owe  industry  every  thing  ?  It  is  its  products 
that  has  built  up  this  great  city. 

Do  not  let  us  be  ungrateful  as  well  as  inhuman.  Do  not 
let  it  be  said  that  labor,  which  produces  every  thing,  gets 
nothing,  and  dies  of  hunger  in  our  midst,  whilst  capital, 
which  produces  nothing,  gets  every  thing,  and  pampers  in 
luxury  and  plenty. 

It  is  our  duty  to  take  and  administer  this  government 
under  the  charters  and  laws  as  we  find  them,  until  a 
change  is  effected  for  the  better.  Valuable  improvements 
can  now  be  made,  notwithstanding  these  objections  to  the 
system.  All  the  evils  of  which  the  people  complain  are 
not  chargeable  to  wrong  legislation.  If  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  will  be  more  cautious  in  the  passage  of  ordinances, 
especially  those  involving  disbursements  of  money,  holding 
fast  to  the  purse-strings  as  against  the  harpies,  who  for 
many  years  have  hovered  around  its  chambers,  and  if  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  bureaux  will  co-operate  with  me  in  the  rigid  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  laws,  and  particularly  in  restraining  expense, 
and  exacting  a  faithful  performance  of  every  contract,  we 
may  do  much  towards  removing  the  present  discontent. 

Most  assuredly  the  people  pay  enough  for  the  better  ad¬ 
ministration,  of  their  public  affairs;  and  it  has  never  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  that  they  were  unreasonable  in  their  require¬ 
ments. 

They  ask  public  order — the  suppression  of  crime  and  vice 
— clean  streets — the  removal  of  nuisances  and  abolition  of 
abuses— a  restriction  of  taxation  to  the  absolute  wants  of  an 
eeonomcally  administered  government,  and  a  prompt  ex- 
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ecution  of  the  laws  and  ordinances.  Let  us  endeavor  to 
meet  their  expectations. 

For  myself,  I  desire  to  announce  here,  upon  the  threshold, 
that,  as  I  understand  and  comprehend  my  duties  and  pre¬ 
rogatives,  they  leave  me  no  alternative,  without  dishonor, 
hut  to  assume  a  general  control  over  the  whole  city  gov¬ 
ernment,  so  far  as  protecting  its  municipal  interests  may 
demand  it.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  exercise  even  doubtful 
powers,  when  the  honor  or  the  interest  of  the  public  is 
•abuse  d 

The  public  good  will  be  sufficient  warrant  to  insure  my 
action.  Under  this  law  I  shall  proceed,  not  doubting 
your  concurrence  and  the  support  of  the  people  for  whom 
the  responsibility  is  assumed. 

I  have  purposely  omitted,  in  this  communication,  the 
usual  recommendations  and  references  to  the  affairs  of  the 
city.  There  are  many  prominent  topics  to  which  I  will 
allude  in  another  communication,  to  be  made  as  soon  as 
your  body  is  organized  and  ready  for  business.  I  shall 
then  make  recommendations,  which,  it  carried  out,  will 
reform  many  abuses,  reduce  the  expenditure,  and  increase 
the  revenue,  without  increased  taxation.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  usual  annual  reports  will  be  made  from  the  seve¬ 
ral  departments,  to  which  I  ask  your  special  attention. 

With  a  hearty  desire,  that  in  our  separate  spheres,  we 
may  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  city,  so  as  to  merit  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  its  greatness,  and  with  confidence  in  the  abil¬ 
ity  and  devotion  to  the  popular  will  which  influences  the 
several  members  of  your  honorable  body,  I  commend  its  de¬ 
liberations  to  the  protection  of  that  All-wise  Providence, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  so  conduct  its  councils,  as  to  insure 
the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the  whole  community. 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 

January  1st,  1855. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


CROTON  AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT 

COMMON  COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DOCUMENT  No.  3.— JANUARY  3,  1835. 


NEW  YORK : 

MoSPEDON  &  BAKER,  PRINTERS,  23  PINE  STREET. 

1855. 


CKOTON  AQUEDUCT  DEPAfiTMENT, 


UNDER  A  LAW  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  8TATE  OF  NEW  TORE, 

PASSED  11th  APHID,  1849. 


Crntntt  Slpjiitrrt  SSmirir. 

ELIAS  L.  SMITH . President. 

THEO.  R.  DE  FOREST . Commissioner. 

ALFRED  W.  CRAVEN . Chief  Engineer. 


GEORGE  A.  LUCAS. 


.  Assistant  Engineer  . 


BUREAU  OP  PIPES  AND  SEWERS. 

JOHN  P.  FLENDER . "Water  Purveyor  Chief . 


BUREAU  OF  WATER  RENTS. 


REVOC.  HANCE.... 
WILLIAM  FARDON,. 


•  Register. 

.  Deputy  Register. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  3,  1855. 


The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
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D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  1 
New  York,  30th  December,  1854.  j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  New  York : 

Gentlemen: — The  Croton  Aqueduct  Board  respectfully 
present  the  following  as  their 

ANNUAL  REPORT: 

A  recent  internal  examination  of  the  aqueduct,  through  its 
entire  length,  by  the  chief  engineer,  shows  the  work  to 
maintain  its  character  for  stability,  being,  throughout, 
found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

This  remark,  the  Board  are  happy  to  say,  will  apply, 
also,  to  all  the  works  connected  therewith ;  all  being 
at  present  in  good  order,  and  effective  for  the  great  pur¬ 
pose  intended. 

During  the  spring  months  of  March  and  April  last,  the 
unprecedented  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  throughout  the 
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country,  caused  a  freshet  within  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Croton  river,  such  as  had  never  before  been  known.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  the  waters,  which  had  been  steadily  rising, 
reached  their  height,  and  throughout  this  region,  mill- 
dams  and  bridges,  which  had  stood  firmly  for  years,  weye 
swept  away  in  a  few  hours.  This  tremendous  flood,  filled 
with  heavy  masses  of  timber  and  uprooted  trees,  accumu¬ 
lated  from  the  destruction  above,  bore  down,  with  appar" 
ently,  resistless  force,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many,  threat¬ 
ened  destruction  to  the  Croton  dam  itself.  It  passed  over 
at  a  greater  depth  than  has  ever  before  been  noted,  the  body 
of  water  on  the  crest  or  lip  of  the  dam,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  being  eight  feet  and  four  inches  deep.  The  alarm 
reached  the  city,  where  it  was  reported  by  a  special  mes¬ 
senger  from  Sing  Sing,  that  the  dam  had  given  way.  This 
report  rapidly  spreading  about  the  city,  caused  a  panic, 
which  exhibited  most  vividly,  the  incalculable  worth  of 
this  aqueduct  to  its  inhabitants,  and  the  appalling  con¬ 
sequences  of  even  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  abundant 
supply  of  water,  which  is  its  work. 

The  dam  itself  bore  the  severe  test,  which  was  at  this 
time  made  of  its  stability;  and  when  the  waters  abated,  it 
stood  uninjured. 

The  damages  to  the  works  immediately  below  the  dam, 
however,  were  very  great.  The  outer  apron,  at  its  foot, 
composed  of  heavy  crib  work  filled  with  stone  and  plank¬ 
ed,  was  torn  up  and  twisted  into  fragments;  massive 
boulders  were  washed  up  from  their  beds  like  sand,  and 
carried  forward  to  be  heaped  in  high  mounds  far  below. 
The  wide  and  deep  space  thus  excavated,  reached  from  one 
bank  of  the  river  to  the  other,  and  left  the  inner  apron 
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completely  exposed.  The  protection  walls,  on  each  side 
of  the  river,  were  undermined  and  washed  away  for  a 
great  distance.  On  the  western  side  this  damage  was  very 
great,  threatening,  more  than  at  any  other  point,  danger 
to  the  dam  itself.  Just  below  this  the  secondary  dam  was 
torn  up,  and  carried  away  entirely,  the  piers  and  abut¬ 
ments  of  the  highway  bridge,  across  the  river,  were  over¬ 
turned,  and  the  entire  superstructure  scattered  in  frag¬ 
ments  along  the  river  bed  for  several  miles  below  the 
dam.  In  fact,  the  evidences  of  the  devastating  power  of 
the  torrent  were  here  complete. 

The  unprecedented  rains  also  occasioned  very  consider¬ 
able  injury  along  the  line  of  the  aqueduct,  causing  large 
landslides,  cutting  deep  gullies,  undermining  embank¬ 
ment  walls  and  filling  up  trenches  for  surface  drainage. 
These  damages  required  the  expenditure  of  much  money 
in  repairs,  but  did  not  affect  the  stability  of  the  aqueduct 
ifself  in  any  one  point. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  these  extraordinary  repairs 
the  Board  applied  for,  and  obtained  from  the  Cqmmon 
Council  a  special  appropriation  of  thirty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  As  soon  as  the  subsiding  of  the  waters  would  per¬ 
mit,  the  Board  commenced  vigorous  measures,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer;  many  difficul¬ 
ties  attended  the  work,  but,  favored  by  the  long  continued 
dry  weather,  during  the  summer,  it  was  prosecuted  with 
all  possible  energy,  and  with  all  the  dispatch  consistent 
with  its  being  thoroughly  and  effectually  done. 

The  repairs  at  the  dam  consisted,  in  part,  of  a  wing  wall 
of  hydraulic  masonry  to  secure  a  weak  point  made  mani- 
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fest  by  the  freshet ;  dry  and  cement  walls  on  each  side  of 
the  river,  to  replace  those  carried  away  ;  repairing  em¬ 
bankments  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  the  construction  of 
a  new  outer  apron  of  heavy  timber,  &c.,  two  hundred  and 
forty  feet  long,  nine  feet  wide,  and  nine  feet  deep,  in  front 
of  the  inner  apron.  The  further  securing  of  this  apron, 
by  paving  with  heavy  stone,  from  two  to  five  feet  deep, 
across  its  entire  front  of  two  hundred  and  forty  feet,  for 
a  width  of  one  hundred  feet ;  regrading  and  clearing  the 
rocky  channel  of  the  river  for  a  long  distance  below  the 
dam,  and  building  an  iron  truss  bridge,  of  Whipple’s  pa¬ 
tent,  across  the  river,  in  place  of  the  wooden  one,  which 
was  destroyed  by  the  freshet. 

This  bridge  is  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  feet  long, 
and  is  placed  on  piers  and  abutments  of  heavy  hydraulic 
masonry,  so  high  that  there  is  a  clear  water-way  below 
the  floor,  greater  by  four  feet  than  that  below  the  former 
bridge. 

The  work  on  the  rest  of  the  line  consisted  of  the  repair 
of  several  very  heavy  slope  and  retaining  walls,  before 
spoken  of,  as  having  been  undermined  and  carried  away, 
on  the  first  twenty  miles  of  the  aqueduct. 

The  total  cost  of  these  repairs  has  been  twenty-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  twenty-nine 
cents,  being  some  three  thousand  dollars  less  than  the  sum 
appropriated  by  the  Common  Council  for  the  work. 

The  Board  consider  it  a  subject  of  public  congratulation 
that  on  the  internal  examination  of  the  aqueduct,  made 
in  November  last,  there  appeared  no  marked  sign  of  any 
action  on  the  conduit  by  the  freshet.  Considering  that 
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the  aqueduct  is  built  for  the  most  part  on  a  side-hill,  and 
that  the  heavy  body  of  water  which  fell  during  these  ex¬ 
traordinary  rains  had  told  of  its  power  in  landslides 
everywhere,  and  in  the  carrying  away  of  the  retaining 
walls  of  the  embankment  over  the  aqueduct  itself,  the 
fact,  that  against  this  severe  test,  the  masonry  of  the  con¬ 
duit,  stood  with  scarcely  perceptible  evidence  of  its  having 
yielded  at  any  one  point,  is  worthy  of  all  note.  This  fact 
alone  is  sufficient,  even  if  proof  were  wanting,  to  give  us 
renewed  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  work  upon 
whose  unceasing  efficiency  we  all  so  entirely  depend  for 
one  of  the  greatest  necessaries  of  life. 

The  rest  of  the  work  done  under  the  head  of  Aqueduct 
Repairs  and  Improvements  consists  in  the  general  work 
noted  from  year  to  year,  viz  :  the  repairing  the  inside  of 
the  aqueduct  ;  the  keeping  gate-houses,  reservoirs  and 
bridges  properly  pointed  up  ;  the  side  and  embankment 
walls  in  proper  preservation  ;  the  culverts  and  ditches  in 
repair  ;  and  in  fencing  the  line.  Of  fencing,  there  has 
been  put  up  this  year,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  feet,  or  about  three  miles.  The  expenses  and 
work  under  this  head  of  account,  exclusive  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  repairs  made  necessary  by  the  freshet,  were  about 
the  same  as  in  former  years. 

NEW  GRAND  RESERVOIR. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  “  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition  of  lands  for  a  new  reservoir,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  passed  June  30th,  1853,”  the  Board,  in  the 
name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition  through  the  Coun- 
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sel  to  the  Corporation,  to  the  Supreme  Court,  at  its  gen¬ 
eral  term,  held  in  this  city,  in  February  last,  praying  for 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners  of  Appraisal,  and  set¬ 
ting  forth  that  the  lands  and  premises,  lying  between 
Eighty-sixth  and  Ninety-sixth  streets  and  Fifth  and  Sev¬ 
enth  avenues,  were  required  for  the  purpose  of  construct¬ 
ing  said  reservoir. 

The  court,  on  the  17th  day  of  April,  made  an  order,  ap¬ 
pointing  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Edward  C.  West, 
Abraham  Turnure  and  Daniel  Dodge,  Esquires,  Commis¬ 
sioners,  to  ascertain  and  appraise  the  compensation  to  be 
made  to  the  respective  owners  and  persons  entitled  to,  or 
interested  in,  the  respective  lands  and  premises  required 
for  the  reservoir  aforesaid. 

The  Commissioners  organized  on  the  5th  day  of  May, 
and  entered  upon  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
appointment,  and  have  been  occupied  until  the  present  time, 
without  completing  their  labors.  The  area  of  ground  to 
be  taken  comprises  about  one  hundred  acres,  and  contains 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  lots.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber  the  titles  to  about  eight  hundred  lots,  which  are  owned 
or  claimed  by  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  different  per¬ 
sons,  have  been  investigated  by  the  Commissioners.  Of 
the  balance,  three  hundred  and  forty  lots  are  owned  by 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  are  still  under  investigation  by  the  Commission¬ 
ers,  who  express  a  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  file  their 
abstract  in  season  for  the  motion  for  confirmation  of  their 
report,  to  be  made  at  the  February  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 
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Each  succeeding  year’s  experience  serves  to  confirm  the 
opinion  heretofore  repeatedly  expressed  by  this  Board,  of 
the  necessity  of  the  construction  of  this  additional  reser¬ 
voir.  The  capacity  of  the  present  reservoir  is  entirely  too 
limited  for  supplying  the  wants  of  our  growing  population, 
in  the  event  of  any  accidental  interruption  to  the  daily 
current  through  the  aqueduct.  The  rapid  diminution  of 
water  in  the  reservoir,  which  ensues  upon  the  flow  being 
shut  off  for  the  short  period  required  for  the  internal  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  aqueduct,  too  truly  indicates  the  destitu¬ 
tion  which  would  follow  upon  any  unforeseen  occurrence, 
preventing,  for  a  protracted  period,  the  supply  now  con¬ 
stantly  replenishing  the  draft  upon  the  present  reservoirs. 

The  Board  indulge  the  hope  that  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  early  construction 
of  this  great  work,  will  feel  disposed  to  afford  the  requisite 
facilities  to  enable  it  to  be  properly  commenced  and  prose¬ 
cuted.  Legislative  authority  having  heretofore  been  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  issue  of  Water  Stocks  for  the  purpose  of 
Croton  water  works  extension,  and  the  procuring  of  lands 
for,  and  construction  of,  an  additional  reservoir.  Of  this 
stock  a  balance  of  some  eight  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  remains  unissued. 

The  laying  of  the  line  of  four  feet  pipes  at  Manhattan-  t 
ville,  in  the  Tenth  avenue,  from  the  gate-house  on  the  north 
to  the  gate-house  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  water  let  into  the  same  in  May  last.  This 
important  work  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year,  but  its  completion  was  delayed  by  reason  of  the 
tardiness  of  the  contractor  in  progressing  with  the  excava¬ 
tion  of  the  trench,  and  the  unusually  unpropitious  weather 


Doc.  No.  2.) 


12 


during  the  winter  and  early  spring  months.  The  length 
of  the  line  laid  is  four  thousand  and  eighty-seven  feet,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  pipes  is  one  foot  greater  than  any  be¬ 
fore  used  in  connection  with  the  Croton  water  works,  or 
any  other  work,  it  is  believed,  in  the  United  States. 

The  Board  have  always  entertained  the  opinion  that  the 
two  thirty-six  inch  pipes  across  the  High  Bridge  were 
capable  of  delivering  a  larger  quantity  of  water  than  the 
two  of  equal  size  which  were  laid  across  Manhattan  valley. 
The  difference  would  be  due  to  the  greater  head  at  the 
High  Bridge  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  syphons. 

The  laying  of  this  additional  line  through  the  valley  has 
established  the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  and  produced  a 
gratifying  result;  it  being  found  possible,  upon  the  use  of 
this  additional  line,  to  maintain  the  water  in  the  Receiv¬ 
ing  Reservoir  up  to  its  full  height,  even  throughout  the 
summer  months,  when  the  consumption  of  water  is  usually 
the  greatest. 

This  result  was  the  more  gratifying  during  the  protract¬ 
ed  drouth  which  afflicted  so  large  a  portion  of  our  country; 
when  large  districts  were  suffering  for  want  of  this  great 
necessity  of  life,  our  citizens  were  enjoying  a  bountiful 
supply,  fully  equal  to  their  useful  wants,  and  nearly  meet¬ 
ing  their  heedless  waste. 

The  effect  of  this  long-continued  deprivation  of  rain 
was  particularly  evident  at  the  dam.  From  observations 
made  there  from  the  23d  of  August  to  the  10th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  water  in  the  lake  which  was  found  on  the  former 
date  to  have  fallen  eighteen  inches  below  the  lip  or  over¬ 
flow  of  the  dam,  had  sunk  on  the  latter  date  to  thirty 
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inches  below  the  lip,  showing  an  average  decrease  of 
water  in  the  lake  of  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  per  day 
for  the  eighteen  days  observed,  until  the  lake  was  replen¬ 
ished  by  copious  showers,  and  speedily  rose  to  an  overflow 
over  the  dam. 

The  apparently  reckless  waste  of  water,  the  Board  re¬ 
gret  to  remark,  stills  prevails  among  our  citizens.  The 
additional  quantity  delivered  in  the  reservoir  this  year,  as 
before  stated,  has  hitherto  prevented  any  evil  effects  to 
the  public,  but  if  this  waste  continues  unchecked  it  will, 
ere  long,  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  elevation  of  water 
in  the  reservoirs  necessary  to  make  the  head  efficient  in 
the  extinguishment  of  fires,  or  to  raise  the  water  in  build¬ 
ings  to  the  height  required  for  convenient  use. 

As  evidence  of  the  wilfulness  of  the  waste,  the  Board 
would  state  that  on  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  days  of  the 
present  month,  when  the  weather  was  extremely  cold,  the 
water  in  the  Distributing  Reservoir  was  drawn  down  five 
feet  during  the  three  days  and  nights;  this  reduction  is 
mostly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  many  persons  through¬ 
out  the  city  leave  their  faucets  constantly  flowing  day  and 
night  to  prevent  freezing.  A  like  effect  upon  the  reser¬ 
voir,  last  winter,  during  the  periods  of  very  cold  weather 
was  also  observed.  Should  this  practice  be  persisted  in, 
and  a  long  period  of  cold  ensue,  the  consequences  might 
prove  disastrous. 

INCOME  PROM  WATER  RATES. 

Schedule  A  shows  the  weekly  receipts  of  water  rates 
during  the  year  1854,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
and  ninety-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-three 
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dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents,*  and  schedule  B,  the  weekly 
receipts  for  interest  or  penalties  for  non-payment  of  water 
rates,' when  due,  amounting  to  eleven  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents,  to¬ 
gether  making  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  in¬ 
come,  received  by  this  department  for  water,  during  the 
year  1854,  and  being  an  increase  of  twenty-nine  thousand 
and  one  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  over  the  receipts  of 
the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  which,  pursuant  to  the  act  passed  April 
17th,  1854,  these  was  transmitted  from  this  department  to 
the  Clerk  of  Arrears,  on  account  of  unpaid  regular  rents 
for  Croton  water,  and  the  penalties  accrued  thereon,  for 
the  years  ending  30th  April,  1858,  and  30th  April,  1854> 
amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  fifty-seveu  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  the  col¬ 
lection  of  which  is  devolved  upon  the  Receiver  of  Taxes 
and  the  Clerk  of  Arrears. 

A  further  addition  to  the  income  from  the  Croton  water 
rates,  could  nominally  be  made,  were  all  the  public  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  city  charged  with  the  usual  rates  for  the 
water  used  by  them.  The  supply  of  water  to  the  alms¬ 
houses,  hospitals,  nurseries  and  prisons  under  the  charge 
of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house;  the  public  schools 
and  buildings  under  charge  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion;  the  public  markets;  the  buildings  occupied  by 
the  Fire  Department,  and  all  the  public  offices  and 


*  The  amount  above  stated  as  received  for  Water  Rates,  includes  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  collected  as  penalties  imposed  by 
the  ordinance  for  waste  of  Croton  water. 
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buildings  is  unlimited,  and  the  quantity  used  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  very  large;  it  is  estimated  that,  charged  at  the 
same  rates  as  to  other  parties,  the  water  used  by  these 
public  institutions,  would  amount  to  an  annual  sum  of 
seventeen  thousand  dollars;  and  to  an  aggregate  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  six  thousand  dollars,  since  the  Croton 
water  came  into  use. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  yearly  revenues  derived  • 
from  Croton  water,  from  its  introduction  into  the  city  in 
the  year  1842. 


Oct.  5th,  1842  to  May  1st  1843 .  $32,053  74 

May  1st,  1843  “  .1844 .  84,444  68 

“  1844  “  1845 .  117,277  86 

1845  “  1846 .  163,900  52 

“  1846  “  1847 .  193,346  24 

“  1847*  “  1848 .  219,416  72 

“  1848  “  1849 .  250,081  51 

1849  to  Dec.  31st  1849 .  259,532  97 

*Jan.  1st  1850  “  1850 .  458,951  87 

“  1851  “  1851 .  458,789  78 

“  1852  “  1852 .  533,965  16 

“  1853  “  1853 .  579,956  30 

“  1854  “  1854  608,966  15 

Arrears  of  1852  and  ’53,  collected  in  Comp¬ 
troller’s  Office .  49,563  92 

Making  a  total  of . $4,010,247  42 


Received  for  water  from  all  sources. 


The  law  making  all  tenements,  situated  on  streets  where  Croton  water  pi] 
laid,  subject  to  regular  Water  Rates,  took  effect  in  the  year  1850. 
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The  total  number  of  permits  issued  for  the  use  of  water 
to  the  present  time,  is  thirty-eight  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  of  which  number  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seven  have  been  granted  in  the  year  1854. 

Schedule  ,0  shows  the  weekly  receipts  for  permits  to 
connect  drains  from  buildings  with  public  sewers.  The 
total  amount  received  for  the  year  1854,  is  twenty-six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars,  being  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  six  dollars  less  than  received 
the  previous  year.  For  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year 
1854,  the  receipts  amounted  to  about  the  same  in  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  of  the  year  1858,  the  decrease  being 
within  the  last  three  months,  and  is  supposed,  in  great 
measure,  owing  to  the  unusual  scarcity  of  money. 

Schedule  D  exhibits  the  amount  of  payments  into  the 
city  treasury,  made  weekly  by  the  President  and  Water 
Register,  pursuant  to  the  ordinance.  The  total  of  such 
payments  for  the  year  1854,  is  six  hundred  and  thirty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and’sixty- 
four  cents,  and  consists  of 

Receipts  for  water  rates,  by  the  Water  Regi¬ 


ster . $596,973  28 

interest  on  do.  do.  11,992  87 

permits  to  sewers,  by  the  President.  26,247  00 
petty  cash  items  “  ....  1,615  49 

$636,828  64 


The  items  of  petty  cash,  received  by  the  President,  are 
as  follows: 
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For  removing  fire  hydrant,  for  a  vault  in  front 

No.  388  Broadway . 

“  do.  do.  No.  408 Broadway. 

“  old  scrap  iron  sold  from  prov¬ 
ing  yard. .  17  46 

“  do.  do.  sold  McKinley  & 

Smith . . .  1,061  00 

“  award  for  fencing  highway,  in  town  of 

Greenburgh, . . . 

“  repairs  to  fire  hydrant,  foot  of  Harrison 

street,  North  river  . . 

“  repairs  to  stop-cock,  in  South  street,  near 

Gouverneur  street . 

“  proving  six-inch  iron  pipes,  rejected,  not 

conforming  to  contract . . . 

“  old  materials  sold  in  1848,  amount  re¬ 
covered  by  Counsel  to  Corporation. . . . 
“  old  granite  gutter  stones  taken  up  in  con¬ 
structing  sewers . 

“  changing  fire  hydrant,  in  Chambers  street, 

near  Broadway . 

“  damage  to  iron  pipes  in  1849,  settled  by 

agreement  at . 

“  labor  and.  materials  in  connecting  R.  Hoe 

&  Co’s.,  factory  with  main  pipe . 

“  altering  fire  hydrant,  corner  Wooster  and 
Canal  streets . . . 


$25  00 
29  10 

1,068  46 

20  00 

7  00 

15  63 

12  50 

183  00 

147  55 

25  00 

9  25 

58  00 

15  00 
$1,615  49 


Schedule  E  shows  the  appropriations  and  disbursements 
on  account  of  “  Aqueduct  Repairs  and  Improvements.” 
2 
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The  annual  appropriation  made  for  this  head  of  account 
was  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  of  which  there  has  been 
disbursed  seventeen  thousand  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and 
sixty-one  cents. 

A  special  appropriation  under  this  same  head  of  account 
for  “  Repairs  of  casualties  by  freshet,  of  April,  1854,”  was 
made  by  the  Common  Council,  in  July  last,  of  thirty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  of  which,  as  before  stated,  there  has  been 
expended,  applicable  to  such  repairs,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  twenty- 
nine  cents. 

Of  the  two  sums  appropriated,  there  remains  in  the 
treasury  a  balance  undrawn  of  eight  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

By  Schedule  F  it  is  shown  the  appropriations  for  ac¬ 
count  of  “  Croton  Water  Works  Extension”  were  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  disbursements  ten 
thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  leav¬ 
ing  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  unexpended,  of  four  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

To  this  account  are  charged  the  pay  and  disbursements 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Appraisal,  for  taking  lands  for 
the  new  Grand  Reservoir. 

The  appropriation  for  account  of  “Water  pipes  and 
laying,”  for  the  year  1854,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars. 

Schedule  G  exhibits  the  disbursements,  as  distributed 
under  the  several  heads  of  expenditure,  which  amount  to 
the  sum  appropriated. 
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The  report  of  the  Water  Purveyor,  Schedule  L,  shows 
the  number  of  feet  in  length  of  the  pipes  laid  for  distri¬ 
bution  the  past  year,  the  size  of  the  pipes,  and  the  several 
streets  and  avenues  where  laid.  The  total  length  of  pipes 
laid  is  twenty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
feet.  In  addition  to  which,  the  balance  of  four  foot  line 
at  Manhattan  V alley,  completed  this  year  for  supply,  was 
in  length  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  feet. 

In  laying  the  mains  for  the  supply  of  buildings  the  past 
year,  the  Board  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
to  satisfy  the  many  applications  for  the  laying  of  pipes  in 
the  streets  of  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  An  existing 
ordinance  prescribes,  that  there  shall  have  been  erected 
upon  streets,  before  supply  pipes  are  laid,  buildings  suf¬ 
ficient  in  number  to  pay  annual  water  rates,  equal  to  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  such  pipes  and  laying.  Many 
houses  have  been  built  within  the  past  year  or  two,  in  the 
upper  section  of  the  city,  on  streets  not  yet  regulated,  and 
not  sufficient  in  number,  on  any  street,  to  come  within  the 
above  rule;  and  from  the  difficulty  in  procuring  a  supply 
of  water,  great  inconvenience  is  experienced  by  the  in¬ 
habitants.  In  consequence,  urgent  applications  are  being 
made  to  the  Board  for  water  pipes  to  be  laid,  which  the 
Board  are  unable  to  comply  with. 

Schedule  M  exhibits  the  length  and  sizes  of  pipes  laid  in 
the  city,  for  supply  and  distribution  of  Croton  water,  from 
the  commencement  to  the  present  time,  the  aggregate 
length,  of  all  sizes  laid  is  two  hundred  and  forty-two  miles 
and  one-fifth. 

Schedule  H  exhibits  the  disbursements  on  account  of 
“  Sewers,  repairing  and  cleaning,”  as  distributed  under  the 
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several  classes  of  expenditure,  amounting  to  a  total  of 
twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  fifty-one 
cents  for  the  year,  leaving  a  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  this  service  unexpended  in  the  treasury  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents. 

The  removing  and  disposing  of  the  material  taken  from 
the  receiving  basins  and  sewers,  in  process  of  cleaning, 
under  the  present  system,  has  been  attended  with  some 
difficulties,  during  the  hot  weather  of  the  past  summer. 
The  contractors  for  cleaning  the  streets  are  required,  by 
the  conditions  of  their  contracts,  to  remove  such  material 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  same  is  taken  from  the 
basins  and  sewers.  They  were  unwilling  to  be  at  the 
extra  expense  of  keeping  carts  in  attendance  t^p  receive 
the  material  directly  as  it  was  taken  out  of  the  basins  and 
sewers,  but  were  willing  to  carry  it  away  from  the  streets 
within  the  time  limited.  The  placing  it  upon  the  streets 
was  objected  to  by  the  City  Inspector,  as  injurious  to  the 
public  health,  and,  in  consequence,  this  Board,  in  a  great 
measure,  discontinued  the  cleaning  of  basins  and  sewers 
during  the  hot  weather.  It  may  become  necessary,  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  work,  that  this  Board  be  authorized  to 
employ  the  necessary  and  proper  carts  for  the  immediate 
removal  of  such  material. 

Schedule  I  exhibits  the  amount  of  salary  paid  each  of 
the  several  officers  in  this  department  the  past  year,  amount¬ 
ing  to  a  total  of  twenty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars. 

Schedule  K.— Statistical  Tables.— The  unexpended  bal¬ 
ance  remaining  from  the  year  1858,  and  the  appropriation 
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for  the  year  1854,  amount,  together,  to  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  one  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  of  which  there 
has  been  expended  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Mechanics’ 
Bank,  to  the  credit  of  this  Board  of  two  thousand  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

To  this  account  is  charged  the  amounts  paid  the  several 
captains  of  police  for  returns  of  new  buildings  erected  in 
their  respective  districts;  also  the  cost  of  procuring  maps 
and  tables,  correctly  locating  the  property  subject  to  water 
rates,  for  the  use  of  the  officers  charged  with  collecting  the 
same.  Within  the  past  year  several  new  ward  maps  hav¬ 
ing  come  into  use  with  the  Assessors  and  Tax  Commis¬ 
sioners,  which  entirely  change  the  ward  numbers  of  the 
property  chargeable  with  water  rates,  it  becomes  indis¬ 
pensable  that  the  Board  procure  copies  of  these  maps  for 
this  department,  having  ward  numbers  corresponding  with 
those  used  in  the  tax  office. 

Schedule  N  is  an  abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Water 
Purveyor  and  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Sewers  and  Drains, 
and  exhibits  the  sewers  contracted  for  by  this  Board,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1854,  their  location,  length,  size,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  receiving  basins  and  culverts.  The  entire  length 
of  sewers  contracted  for  within  the  past  year,  and  of  sew¬ 
ers  built  at  private  expense,  under  the  direction  of  this 
Board,  is  seventy- three  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
feet,  or  nearly  fourteen  miles. 

Schedule  0  shows  the  number  and  lineal  length  of  sew¬ 
ers,  and  number  of  receiving  basins  and  culverts  con¬ 
structed,  under  the  direction  of  this  Board,  since  its 


t 


Dor.  No.  2.) 


22 


organization  in  July,  1849.  The  aggregate  length  of  sew¬ 
ers  so  constructed  is  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  three  feet,  or  within  a  fraction  of  sixty- 
seven  miles,  with  one  thousand  and  eighty-five  receiving 
basins  and  culverts  connected  therewith. 

Schedule  P  is  a  general  recapitulation  for  the  year  1854, 
by  which  it  appears  the  total  amount  of  appropriations  for 
this  department  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thou¬ 
sand  and  forty  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  and  the  ex¬ 
penditures  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  leaving  unex¬ 
pended  in  the  treasury,  of  the  appropriations,  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars 
and  ninety-two  cents. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ELIAS  L.  SMITH, 
THEO.  R.  DEFOREST, 
A.  W.  CRAVEN, 


Croton 

Aqueduct  Board. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 

SHOWING  THE  WEEKLY  RECEIPTS  FOR  WATER  RATES  IN  THE 


YEAR  1854;. 


1854. 

Brought  for’d.. 

.$207,351  93 

Jan.  5.. . 

.  $4,754  24 

July  6 . 

.  10,592  54 

“  12 . 

.  4,699  60 

“  13 . 

.  23,715  40 

“  19 . 

.  2,893  24 

“  20 . 

.  37,890  92 

“  26 . 

.  3,982  67 

“  27 . 

.  47,760  70 

Eeb.  2 . 

.  2,328  56 

Aug.  3 . 

.  100,683  94 

“  9 . 

.  2,400  00 

“  10 . 

.  7,992  54 

“  16 . 

.  2,977  10 

“  17 . 

.  6,851  49 

“  23 . 

.  1,521  50 

“  24 . 

.  3,214  51 

M’rch2 . 

.  2,321  85 

“  31 . 

.  5,875  85 

“  9 . 

.  2,834  35 

Sept.  7 . 

.  6,914  66 

“  16 . 

.  3,834  99 

“  14 . 

.  5,741  55 

“  23 . 

.  4,729  77 

“  21 . 

.  4,335  63 

“  30 . 

.  4,421  84 

“  28 . 

6,361  60 

Apr’l  6 . 

.  5,764  02 

Oct.  5 . 

.  6,169  65 

“  13 . 

.  3,194  26 

“  12 . 

.  9,750  32 

“  20....... 

, .  2,065  71 

“  19 . 

.  8,200  37 

“  27 . 

.  3,507  01 

“  26 . 

.  11,031  65 

May  4 . 

.  11,466  44 

Nov.  2 . 

.  23,187  03 

“  11 . 

. .  22,854  52 

“  9 . 

.  4,400  81 

“  18 . 

, .  19,532  26 

“  16 . 

.  7,243  18 

“  25 . 

,.  16,171  70 

“  23 . 

.  5,126  60 

June  1 . 

..  18,797  90 

Dec.  1 . 

.  15,722  90 

“  8 . 

, .  15,935  69 

“  7 . 

.  5,159  57 

“  15 . 

15,235  18 

“14 . 

.  8,574  71 

“  22 . 

, .  12,595  14 

“  21 . 

.  5,132  83 

“  29 . 

. .  16,532  39 

“  28 . 

.  11,990  40 

Carried  for’d . , 

..$207,351  93 

Total  amount. . 

.  .$596,973  28 
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SCHEDULE  B. 

SHOWING  THE  WEEKLY  RECEIPTS  FOR  INTEREST  IN  YEAR 


1854,  ON  UNPAID  WATER  RATES. 


1854. 

Brought  for’d. . 

.  $5,092  93 

Jan.  5 . 

$199 

65 

July  6 . . 

110  40 

“  12 . 

159 

10 

“  13 . 

47  70 

“  19 . 

200 

30 

“  20 . 

87  20 

“  26 . 

259 

40 

“  27 . 

17  85 

Feb.  2 . 

174 

30 

Aug.  3 . 

124  70 

“  9 . 

214 

80 

“  10 . 

246  45 

“  16 . 

177 

00 

“  17 . 

236  93 

“  23 . 

119 

55 

“  24 . . 

115  40 

M;rch  2 . 

152 

30 

“  31 . 

185  86 

“  9 . . 

224 

55 

Sept.  7 . . 

181  40 

“  16 . 

213 

30 

“  14 . . 

140  58 

“  23 . 

298 

95 

“  21 . . 

141  58 

“  30 . 

395 

10 

“  28 . 

155  05 

Apr!  6 . 

590 

58 

Oct.  5 . 

161  70 

“  13 . 

120 

35 

“  12 . 

237  27 

“  20 . . 

105 

65 

“  19 . 

216  17 

“  27 . . 

150 

75: 

“  26 . 

340  75 

May  4 . 

289 

80 

Nov.  2 . 

739  29 

“  11 . 

189 

60 

“  9 . 

266  45 

“  18 . 

125 

55 

“  16. . 

429  09 

“  25 . 

73 

95 

“  23 . 

433  87 

June  1 . . 

111 

00 

Dec.  1 . 

850  05 

“  8 . 

112 

05 

7. . . 

389  75 

“  15 . . 

146 

80 

“  14 . 

451  85 

11  22 . 

120 

55 

“  21 . 

304  00 

“  29 . 

,  '  168 

00 

“  28.. . 

288  60 

Carried  for’d . . , 

.  $5,092  93 

Total  amount. . . 

.  $11,992  87 
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SCHEDULE  C. 


SHOWING  THE  WEEKLY  RECEIPTS  FOR  PERMITS  TO  CONNECT 
WITH  PUBLIC  SEWERS  IN  THE  YEAR  1854. 


1854. 

Brought  forward  $14,081  00 

Jan.  5 . 

$10  00 

July  6. . . . . 

718  00 

“  12 . 

216  00 

“  13 - 

672  00 

“  19 . 

228  00 

“  20.... 

685  00 

“  26 . 

416  00 

“  27.... 

310  00 

Feb.  2 . 

130  00 

Aug.  3 _ 

340  00 

•  “  9 . 

90  00 

“  10.... 

500  00 

“  16 . 

290  00 

“  17.... 

588  00 

“  23..... 

310  00 

“  24 - 

370  00 

M’rch  2 . 

190  00 

“  31 . 

690  00 

“  9 . 

440  00 

Sept.  7. . . . 

569  00 

“  16  . 

530  00 

“  14.,.. 

804  00 

“  23 . 

710  00 

“  21 - 

783  00 

“  30 .... . 

604  00 

“  28  .... 

400  00 

April  6 . . 

543  00 

Oct.  5 

542  00 

“  13 . 

673  00 

“  12 . 

503  00 

“  20 . 

720  00 

“  19.... 

632  00 

“  27 . 

. . .  1,220  00 

“  *26.... 

442  00 

May  4 . 

840  00 

Nov.  2 - 

350  00 

“11 . 

. . .  1,042  00 

“  9 - 

365  00 

“  18 . 

820  00 

“  16 - 

427  00 

“  25. . 

“  23.... 

352  00 

June  1 . 

780  00 

Dec.  1 - 

380  00 

“  8 . . 

715  00 

“  7.... 

286  00 

“  15...... 

“  14.... 

150  00 

“  22 . 

477  00 

“21.... 

228  00 

“  29 . 

520  00 

“  28.... 

80  00 

Carried  forward  $14,081  00 

Total .... 

. . . .  $26,247  00 
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SCHEDULE  D. 

SHOWING  THE  WEEKLY  PAYMENTS  INTO  THE  CITY  TREASURY, 
IN  THE  YEAR  1854,  AS  PER  RECEIPTS  OP  F.  W.  EDMONDS, 


ESQ.,  CITY  CHAMBERLAIN. 


1854. 

Bro’t  forward. 

.$226,825  55 

Jan.  5 . 

$4,963  89 

July  6 . 

11,420  94 

“  12 . 

5,074  70 

“  13 . 

24,435  10 

“  19 . 

3,321  54 

“  20. . 

38,663  12 

“  26 . 

4,658  07 

“  27 . 

48,088  55 

Feb.  2.. . 

2,694  42 

Aug.  3 . 

101,148  64 

“  9 . 

2,704  80 

“  10 . 

8,738  99 

“  16 . 

3,444  10 

“  17 . 

7,676  42 

“  23 . 

1,951  05 

“  24 . 

3,699.91 

M’rcli  2 . 

2,664  15 

“  31 . 

6,751  71 

“  9 . 

3,498  90 

Sept.  7 . 

7,665  06 

“  16 . 

4,578  29 

“  14 . 

6,686  13 

“  23 . 

5,738  72 

“  21 . 

5,260  21 

“  30 . 

5,463  57 

“  28 . 

6,916  65 

April  6 .  . . . . 

6,897  60 

Oct.  5 . 

6,873  35 

“  13 . 

3,987  61 

“  12 . 

10,490  59 

“  20 . 

2,891  36 

“  19 . 

9,048  54 

“  27 . 

4,877  76 

“  26 . 

11,814  40 

May  4 . 

12,596  24 

Nov.  2 . 

24,276  32 

“  11 . 

24,086  12 

“  9 . 

5,032  26 

“  18 . 

20,477  81 

“  16 . 

8,099  27 

“  25 . 

16,987  65 

“  23 . 

5,912  47 

June  1 ..... . 

19,688  90 

Dec.  1 . 

16,952  95 

“  8 

16,762  74 
16,206  98 

“  7 . 

5,835  32 

“  15 . 

“  14 . 

9,176  56 

“  22 . 

13,388  19 

“  21 . 

5,664  83 

“  29 . 

17,220  39 

“  28 . 

13,674  80 

Carried  forM. 

.  $226,825  55 

Total . 

,  .$636,828  64 
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SCHEDULE  E. 

AQUEDUCT  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Appropriation  by  Common  Council  for  year 

1854 . $22,000  00 

Special  appropriations,  Repairs  of  Casualties 

by  freshet  of  April,  1854 .  80,000  00 

$52,000  00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Taxes  on  Aqueduct,  in  Westchester 

county . . .  $76177 

Oil .  60  28 

Lumber .  66  23 

Sundries . 150  72 

Wagon  hire.4 .  823  06 

Cement,  lime  and  sand .  155  73 

Paint .  2  34 

Grass-seed . 6  00 

Stone  and  brick .  49  39 

Cartage .  535  73 

Blacksmiths’  work .  110  31 

Repairs  of  Superintendents’  dwell¬ 
ings .  1,014  63 

Powder .  32  03 

High  Bridge .  245  86 

Fencing .  6,432  33 

Iron  bridge,  Croton  dam .  12  31 

Labor.  v .  5,728.12 

Tools  and  repairing .  457  80 

Carried  forward . $16,644  64  $52,000  00 
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Brought  forward . 

. $16,644  64  $52,000  00 

Distributing  Reservoir . 

.  289  07 

Surveying . 

.  120  70 

Repairs  of  casualties  by  freshet  of 

April,  1854 . 

.  26,706  29 

Hardware . 

.  21  20 

Law  expenses . 

.  2  00 

Manure . 

.  40  00  $43,773  90 

Balance  nndrawn  in  city  treasury .  $8,226  10 


SCHEDULE  E. 

CROTON  WATER  WORKS  EXTENSION. 

Appropriation  by  Common  Council  for  year 


1854 . . $10,500  00 

Excess  in  warrant,  27th  December,  1858 .  09 

$10,500  09 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cartage . $77  50 

Excavation .  1,407  00 

Tools  and  repairing .  75  49 

Sundry  bills .  69  03 

Stop-cocks . 1,060  00 

Timber .  138  35 

Mason  work . .  429  17 

Law  expenses,  Grand  Reservoir. . . .  3,110  50 

Fuel..... .  3138 

Wages .  3,426  25 

Iron  castings . . .  234  50  $10,059  17 

$440  92 


Balance  undrawn  in  eity  treasury 
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SCHEDULE  G. 

WATER  PIPES  AND  LAYING. 

Appropriation  by  Common  Council  for  year 

1854 . $123,000  00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Pig  lead . $5,228  56 

Tappers’  boxes. . .. .  480  00 

Postages . 48  37 

Engineer’s  office .  81  29 

Wagon  hire .  434  88 

Paving,  sand,  stones,  &c .  188  24 

Excavation . * . ..  4,154  93 

Stationery . .  769  13 

Blasting . 537  18. 

Casualties .  97  75 

Small  castings .  3,448  96 

Water  pipes .  44,551  19 

Repairing  fire  hydrants .  358  25 

Hydrant  and  stop-cock  boxes. . .  1,840  66 

Office  expenses . . . .  251  34 

Miscellaneous  bills .  314  83 

Stop-cocks . . .  6,904  30 

Proving  yard . 311  95 

Water  meters . 5,012  52 

Eire  hydrants .  4,332  00 

Receiving  Reservoir .  471  23 

Brass  cocks .  3,168  75 

Repairing  stop-cocks .  318  72 

Fuel .  208  94 

Distributing  Reservoir .  529  75 

Workmen’s  wages .  34,145  75 

Cartage .  1,790  90 

Carried  forward .  $119,980  37  $123,000  00 
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Brought  forward. ......  .$119,980  27  $123,000  00 

Tapping  pipes .  1,721  75 

Tools  and  Repairing .  742  36 

Advertising .  156  12 

Packing  yarn .  399  40 

.  . . .  $123,000  00 


SCHEDULE  H. 

SEWERS,  REPAIRING  AND  CLEANING. 

Appropriation  by  Common  Council  for  year 


1854 . $15,000  00 

Special  appropriation  for  sewer  in  Rivington 

street . . . .  500  00 

$15,500  00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sundry  bills .  $127  19 

Tools  and  repairing .  83  07 

Casualties* .  351  53 

Rebuilding  receiving  basins,  cor. 

Grand  and  Thompson  streets. . .  320  00 

Man-holes  and  repairing .  •  722  46 

Repairing  sewers .  293  85 

Rebuilding  sewer  in  Rivington  st. 

near  Sheriff  street .  597  89 

Iron  covers  for  man-holes  and  basins  1,397  48 

Repairing  basins  and  culverts. . . .  674  44 

Workmen’s  wages . .  7,618  73 

Cartage .  63  02 

Oil .  152  85  $12,402  51 


Balance  remaining  in  the  city  treasury.. ..  $3,097  49 


*  Paid  for  damages  caused  by  overflow  of  culvert,  by  resolution  of  Common 
Gouncil,  adopted  iu  1853. 
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SCHEDULE  I. 

SALARIES.  * 

Received  on  warrants  of  Comptroller  $25,439  00 

Paid  Elias  L.  Smith,  President . $2,000  00 

“  Theo.  R.  De  Forest,  Commissioner......  2,000  00 

“  Alfred  W.  Craven,  Engineer .  2,000  00 

“  *RobertB.  Gorsuch,  Assistant  Engineer. .  125  00 

“  George  A.  Lucas,  Assistant  Engineer....  1,250  00 

“  John  P.  ^lender,  Water  Purveyor .  1,500  00 

“  Revo.  C.  Hance,  Water  Register .  1,500  00 

“  Henry  L.  Robertson,  Clerk  to  Croton 

Aqueduct  Board .  1,200  00 

“  William  Fardon,  Assistant  Water  Register  1,000  00 
“  Alex.  F.  Dodge,  Sewer  Contract  Clerk..  1,000  00 

“  John  M.  Morenus,  Clerk  to  Register .  800  00 

“  Jacob  E.  Howard,  “  “  800  00 

“  Edmund  E.  Dean,  Clerk  to  Department . .  800  00 

“  Gilbert  H.  White,  “  “  “  . .  800  00 

“  Seymour  V.  Moody,  “  “  “  . .  800  00 

“  Thomas  Hook,  “  “  “  . .  800  00 

“  J.  J.  Concklin,  Messenger  to  Department  600  00 
“  Alexander  H.  Thompson,  Messenger  in  En¬ 
gineer’s  office . 180  00 

“  Jas.  Gulick,  Superintendent  Proving  Yard  626  00 
“  Daniel  Adamson,  Supr.  at  Croton  Dam. .  600  00 

“  James  Scott,  “  at  Sing  Sing....  548  00 

“  Barney  See,  “  at  Tarrytown...  470  00 

“  James  Bremner,  “  at  Dobb’s  Ferry  470  00 


Carried  forward . .  $21,869  00 


Not  now  in  service  of  the  Department. 
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Brought  forward .  $21,869  00 

Paid  James  Berwick,  Supr.  at  Yonkers 470  00 

“  John  L.  Berrian,  “  at  Fordham....  470  00 

“  Jacob  Moore,  “  at  High  Bridge  470  00 

“  John  Geary,  Supt.  at  Receiving  Reservoir  730  00 

“  Benjamin  G.  Roe,  Superintendent  at  Dis¬ 
tributing  Reservoir . .  780  00 

“  Elias  L.  Smith,  as  Accountant .  700  00 

$25,439  00 


SCHEDULE  K. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Balance  unexpended  from  year  1853,  Appro-  $1,101  16 
priationby  Common  Council  from  year  1854  1,500  00 

$2,601  16 

DISBURSEMENTS 


For  Returns  of  New  Buildings  Erected. 


Paid  Captain  of  Second  Police  District  $12  75 

“ 

“  Third 

“  30  501 

“ 

“  Sixth 

“  15  75 

“  Ninth 

“  52  25 

it 

“  Tenth 

“  8  25 

it 

“  Eleventh  “ 

'•  22  50 

it 

“  Sixteenth  “ 

<(  66  25 

it 

“  Seventeenth  “ 

“  46  00 

it 

‘  ‘  Eighteenth  “ 

“  106  75 

it 

“  Twentieth  “ 

35  75 

<!  Twenty-first  “ 

“  41  00 

^$437  75 

Balance  remaining  in  Mechanics’ 

Bank.... $2, 163  41 
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SCHEDULE  L. 

CROTON  AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT. 

Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers,  \ 
December  30th,  1854.  ) 

The  Water  Purveyor  respectfully  reports,  that  the 
following  lines  of  Croton  Water  Main  pipes  have  been 
laid  during  the  present  year. 


SIX  INCH. 

STREET- 

BETWEEN. 

TEET. 

Lexington  Avenue 

- 35th  and  36th  streets . 

250 

First 

....30th  and  33d  “  ..  .. 

430 

Fourth 

...  .86th  and  87th  “  . 

275 

Fifth 

- 54th  and  135  feet  north.... 

135 

Tenth 

. . .  .46th  and  182  feet  north. . .. 

182 

Eighth . . . . . 

200 

Thirty-first . 

450 

Thirty-first . 

510 

Thirtv-second .... 

200 

Thirty-second _ 

375 

Thirty-fourth  .... 

789 

Thirty-fifth. ..... 

517 

Thirty-sixth . 

799 

Thirty- sixth  .  .. 

. . .  .Lexington  av.  and  200  ft.  w. 

200 

Thirty-seventh. . . 

735 

Thirty-ninth . 

730 

Thirty-ninth . 

377 

Thirty-ninth. .... 

900 

Fortieth . . 

680 

Fortieth . 

900 

Forty -first ....... 

940 

Forty-first . 

990 

Carried  forward . 

3 

11,564 
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street.  between 

Brought  forward. . . 

FEET. 

11,564 

Forty -fourth . 

295 

Forty-sixth - - - 

1,485 

Forty-ninth . 

780 

Fiftieth . 

1,040 

Fifty-fourth . 

772 

Eighty-second.. . . 

482 

Eighty-third . 

940 

Eighty-sixth . 

900 

Eighty-seventh .  •  . 

881 

Eighty-seventh. . . 

500 

Eighty-eighth. .  . . 

946 

118th . 

508 

120th . 

1,450 

121st . 

;  550 

129th . 

Total . 

TWELVE  INCH. 

23,223 

Broadway . 

.54th  and  72d  streets  .......... 

TWENTY  INCH, 

5,000 

Thirty -eighth  st. . 

,  .2d  and  4th  avenues . 

.  1,765 

RECAPITULATION. 


FEET. 

Six  inch  mains. . . . . .  23,228 

Twelve  inch  mains  . . . .  5,000 

Twenty  “  “  .  1,765 


Total . . .  29,988 


or  five  miles,  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty 
eight  feet. 


J.  P.  PLENDER,  Water  Purveyor . 
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SCHEDULE  N. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  ) 
Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers,  > 
December  30,  1854.  ) 

The  Water  Purveyor  respectfully  presents  the  annexed 
abstract,  showing  the  localities,  lengths  and  sizes  of  all 
sewers,  contracted  for,  from  January  1,  1854,  to  date,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  number  of  receiving  basins  and  culverts, 
attached  to  each  respectively. 


STREET. 

BETWEEN. 

P 

a 

SIZE.  • 

M  g 

Mercer  .... 

Prince  and  Houston.. . . 

427 

X2ft.8in, 

1 

Hester.. . . . 

Eldridge  and  Forsyth. . . 

226 

1 

N5h  Moore.. 

Hudson  and  River . 

929 

5 

Bowery. . . . 

Grand  and  Walker. .... 

865 

“ 

2 

33d., . 

3d  and  Lexington  avs. . . 

445 

Bayard . 

Bowery  and  Chrystie. . . 

278 

“  ‘‘ 

42d . 

Lexington  and  4th  avs. . 

442 

“ 

Elizabeth.. . 

Grand  and  Prince . 

1520 

|  6 

Allen . 

Hester  and  115  ft.  south. 

115 

44th . 

6th  av.  and  Broadway. ) 

1360 

«  « 

1 

Broadway. . 

44th  and  46th  sts.. .  . .  j 

“ 

25th  and  26th  sts . 

233 

“ 

Henry . 

Clinton  &  Montgomery. 

500 

“  “ 

i  1 

Rivington... 

Intersection  of  Sheriff. . . 

123 

“  “ 

Bowery..  . . 

Rivington  and  Stanton . 

365 

“  “ 

Forsyth. . . . 

Stanton  and  Houston. .. 

222 

“  “ 

Elm . 

Howard  and  Grand 

305 

u  “ 

1  1 

Rivington. . 

Sheriff  and  Clinton.. . . . 

1250 

U  ll 

10 

Rutgers. . . . 

East  river  and  Division. 

1665 

14 

48  th . 

8th  and  9  th  avs . 

450 

“  “ 

46th. 

9th  and  10th  avs . 

810 

“  “ 

1 

Hester . 

Orange  and  Mott . 

450 

“  “ 

2 

22d. . . .  ... 

Intersection  of  2d  av. . . 

160 

1  “  “ 

Beekinan. . . 

Gold  and  Pearl . . . 

650 

1  “  “ 

2 
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SCHEDULE  N — ( Continued .) 


Grand . 

Allen. . 

Spring . 

Bleecker . .  . 

35th . 

8th  av . 

18th . 

William. . . . 

Vesey . 

Monroe. . . . 

Jane . 

Grand.,. .  . . 

Oak . 

W  ashington 
West&BVy 

15th . 

6th  av . 

47th . 

Charlton. . . 
Hamersley.. 
Mulberry, . . 

44  th . 

Bowery . 

Macdougal . 

■27  th . 

41st . 

79th., . 


Eldridge.... 
Lispenard.,. 
29th. ...... 

8th  av . 

37th....... 

8d  av ...... . 

43d  st —  : . 


Chrystie  and  Allen. . .  £ 
Grand  and  Broome,..  ) 
Thompson  and  Sullivan 
Carmine  &  Christopher , 
8th  av.  &  250  ft.  e.  9th  av 
Troy,  and  Bleecker . . . 

6  th  and  7  th  a  vs . 

Frankfort  and  Duane. 
Greenwich  and  B’way 
Jefferson  and  Rutgers 
West  and  bulkhead.. . 
Greene  and  Wooster. 
Oliver  and  Catharine 
Rector. and  Carlisle.. 
Duane  and  Reade. .  . . 

7th  and  8th  avs . 

29th  and  30th  sts ... 

8th  and  9th  avs . 

Hudson  and  Macdougal. 

Houston  and  river . 

Hester  st.  and  212  ft.  s. 
Hudson  river  &  10th  av 
Bond  and  Great  Jones . . 
Bleecker  and  Amity 
8th  and  9th  avs .... 

3d  and  2d  avs . 


5th  av.  and  East  river . . 

Hester  st.  and  No.  23. . . 
Broadway  and  Church. . 

9th  and  10th  avs . 

54 tli  and  59th  sts . 

10th  av.,  275  ft.w.  11th  av 
44th  and  49th  sts. 

8th  and  7th  avs-. . 


985 

237 

1130 

610 

257 

900 

500 

920 

354 

510 

197 

196 

312 

211 

700 

206 

820 

1103 

2270 

240 

1420 

248 

467 

908 

580 

4990 

540 

405 

820 

1280 

1175 

1270 

790 


4+2  ft.  8  in. 


4  ft.  square. 
4x2ft.8in, 


5  ft.  cir.  & 
3  ft.  4  in. 
4X2ft.8in. 


12 


|  Basins  cV 
‘  Culverts. 
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SCHEDULE  N— {Continued.) 


STREET. 

BETWEEN. 

Length. 

SIZE. 

<  1 
ll 

i  p 

Whitehall. . 

State  st.  and  Bowling  G. 

830 

4x2ft.8in, 

3 

Barrow  • . . . 

Bleecker  and  250  ft.  w.. 

277 

(<  it 

51«t 

1073 

u  a 

4 

49  th . 

East  river  and  2d  av.  ) 

2d  av . 

49th  and  53d  sts . ( 

3840 

98  -f- ft.  6  in 

25 

53d . 

2215 

4-f-2 ft.  Sin. 

11 

51<jf 

2700 

6 

Franklin. . . 

Hudson  st.  and  river. . . 

959 

“  “ 

6. 

Market . 

Division  st-  and  river. . . 

1754 

“  “ 

12 

Broadway. . 

24th  and  25tli  sts . 

194 

“  “ 

Elizabeth.. . 

Prince  and  Houston. . . . 

330 

“  “ 

Madison.... 

Oliver  and  Market . 

885 

“  “ 

3 

Rivington. . 

Clinton  and  Bowery... . 

2480 

“  “ 

18 

Mott . 

Grand  and  Houston. . . . 

2040 

U  44 

7 

Mulberry  . . 

Chatham  and  Bayard. . . 

930 

“  “ 

2 

40th. . .*  . . 

3d  and  2d  . . 

624 

((  44 

1 

Laurens, . . . 

Spring  and  Bleecker - 

1309 

“  “ 

3 

13th . 

Hudson  st.  and  1 0th  av  I 

1347 

j  44  44 

6 

10th  av. . . . 

13th  and  14th  sts. . . .  j 

7th  av . 

25th  and  26th  sts . 

i  190 

“  “ 

Sullivan. .  . 

Prince  and  Houston. . . . 

i  542 

“  “ 

1 

Front . . 

Peck  slip  and  Beekman . 

340 

“  “ 

1 

2d  a  v  r  , 

3d  and  4th  sts . 

185 

«(  44 

Division.. . . 

Chatham  sq.  &  Allen.  \ 

1760 

<4  44 

5 

Forsyth.. . . 

Division  and  Walker,  j 

Macdougal . 

Houston  and  Spring. . . . 

1100 

44  44 

1 

Pitt., . 

Delancey  and  Rivington 

.  440 

44  41 

32d . 

2d  and  3d  avs . . . . . 

600 

44  44 

31st . 

730 

44  44 

Division.. . . 

Ludlow  and  Rutgers. .  - . 

275 

.  “  “ 

1 

Avenue  B . . 

12th  and  11th  sts . . 

200 

44  44 

Yarick . 

Broome  and  Spring.. ; . . 

414 

«  “ 

3. 

S.  E.  corner. 

.  Avenue  D  and  10th  st. . , 

1 

Total . . .  .71,904  244 
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BUILT  AT  PRIVATE  EXPENSE. 


STREET. 

BETWEEN. 

LENGTH. 

SIZE. 

Fourteenth. . 

400  ft.  e.  6th  av.,  thro’  6th  av.  to  13th  st. . .. 

840.... 

1  x  2  ft.S  in. 

Thirty-fourth  5th  and  Madison  avenue . 

375.... 

Macdougal . . 

1  Bleecker  and  Houston.. . . . 

400 ... . 

Total . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Length  of  sewers  by  contract . . 71,904  feet. 

“  by  private  expense .  1,615  “ 

Total . .  73,519  “ 

Or,  13  miles  4,879  feet. 

Number  of  receiving  basins  and  culverts . 244 


JOHN  P.  FLENDER, 

Water  Purveyor. 


SCHEDULE  0. 


SEWERS  CONSTRUCTED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  CRO¬ 
TON  AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT,  SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION  IN 


JULY,  1849. 


Number 
of  Sewers 

Number  of 
Basins  &  Culverts. 

Lineal  length 
in  feet. 

In  the  year  1849 . 

Ji  “  1850 . 

25 

58 

16,165 

70 

173 

61,579 

“  “  1851 . 

105 

157 

63,009 

“  “  1852 . 

100 

197 

65,689 

“  “  1853 . 

85 

256 

73,542 

“  “  1854 . 

88 

244 

73,519 

473 

1,085 

353,503 

Total  length  of  sewers  about  sixty-seven  miles,  built  within  the  last  six  years. 


SCHEDULE  P. 


GENERAL  RECAPITULATION  OF  YEAR  1854. 


HEADS  OF  ACCOUNT. 

Appropriations. 

Expended. 

Unexpended. 

Aqueduct  repairs  &  improvements 
Croton  water  works  extension. . . . 

Water  pipes  and  laying.. . 

Sewers,  repairs  and  cleaning . 

Salaries  . 

$  52,000  00 

10.500  09 
123,000  00 

15.500  00 
25,439  00 

2,601  16 

$  43,773  90 
10,059  17 
123,000  00 
12,402  51 
25,439  00 
437  75 

$8,226  10 
440  92 

3,097  49 

Statistical  tables . 

Totals . 

2,163  41 

$229,040  25 

$215,112  33 

$13,927  92 

Leaving  unexpended  balances,  amounting  together,  to  thirteen  thousand  nine 


hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 


DOCUMENT  No.  3, 


BOARD  OF  ALDER  ME  I, 

JANUARY  5,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Property  Clerk  of 
the  First  Police  District,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  passed 
by  this  Board,  December  16th,  1854,  was  received,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  passed  on  the  14th  December, 
1854,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  Property  Clerk  of  the  First  District 
Police  Court  at  the  Tombs  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
furnish  this  Board,  forthwith,  an  account  of  all  property 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  within  three  months  past,  and 
what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  same,  specifying  all 
the  particulars  in  each  individual  case. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  as  a  true  list  of  the  property  brought  to  this 
office,  alleged  to  be  stolen  within  the  timer  eferred  to,  and 
the  disposition  thereof, 

JAMES  NESBITT, 

Property  Clerk  at  First  District  Police  Court. 
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Sept.  15th.  Three  pair  pantaloons,  stolen  by  Ann  Kell- 
cher;  delivered  to  owner. 

Sept.  16th.  Three  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents,  taken 
from  John  Cummings;  delivered  to  order. 

Sept.  17th.  Twelve  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  one  check 
for  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  eightv-eight 
cents,  and  one  silver  watch  and  chain ;  delivered  to  Ray- 
foyle,  the  owner. 

Sept.  20th.  Four  cravats,  two  vests,  one  pair  pantaloons, 
five  shirts,  and  one  razor;  now  in  the  office. 

Sept.  22d.  Forty  nine  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents, 
taken  from  Owen  Burns,  (discharged;)  delivered  to  Owen 
Burns. 

Sept.  23d.  Twd  second-hand  coats,  now  in  this  office. 

Sept.  24th.  One  bracelet,  from  John  White:  delivered 
to  John  White. 

Sept.  26th.  Fifty-five  dollars  in  gold  and  paper  money, 
and  one  check  drawn  for  twenty-nine  dollars  and  forty- 
seven  cents,  stolen  from  Hugh  Larkey;  check  lost  or  mis¬ 
laid,  and  stopped  at  the  bank;  fifty-five  dollars  delivered 
to  Hugh  Larkey. 

Sept.  28th.  Twenty-five  gold  rings;  delivered  to  L. 
Jacobs. 

Sept.  29th.  Ten  dollars  and  dry  goods;  delivered  to 
Patrick  Burns. 

Oct.  8d.  Twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents; 
delivered  to  Benoit  George. 

Oct.  7th.  One  pail  of  butter;  delivered  per  order. 

Oct.  8th.  Nine  dollars  and  silver  watch;  delivered  to 
James  Neville. 

Oct-  11th.  Twenty-eight  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents, 
from  James  Kayle;  delivered  to  James  Kayle. 


3  (Doc.  No..  3. 

Oct.  12th.  One  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  two  knives  and 
keys;  delivered  to  John  J.  Stephens. 

Oct.  14th.  Two  hundred  cents;  delivered  to  Wesley  W. 

Jones. 

Oct.  14th.  Thirty  dollars;  delivered  to  Catharine  Brady. 

Oct.  18th.  One  gold  coin,  seven  dollars  and  eighty 
cents,  two  silver  watches,  one  chain  and  one  carpet  bag: 
delivered  Oct.  18th. 

Oct.  19th.  One  black  silk  dress;  delivered  after  prisoner 
was  discharged. 

Oct.  21st.  Three  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  knife  and 
keys;  delivered  to  owner. 

Oct.  24th.  One  pair  of  boots,  two  pair  of  shoes,  thirteen 
pieces  of  jewelry;  delivered  to  owner. 

Oct.  26th.  One  gold  watch  and  chain,  one  port  monnaie, 
and  one  dollar  and  three  cents;  delivered  per  order. 

Oct.  29th.  One  silver  watch  aPd  chain,  belt,  knife,  key, 
book,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  six  cents; 
discharged,,  and  property  delivered. 

Oct.  31st.  One  double  barrel  gun;  delivered  to  owner. 

Nov.  1st.  Twenty-one  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents;  de¬ 
livered  per  order. 

Nov.  1st.  One  gold  watch  and  chain,  and  four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents;  delivered  to  owner. 

Nov.  2d.  Five  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents;  delivered  to 
owner. 

Nov.  2d.  One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  one  gold  watch  and  guard  chain;  delivered  to 
owner. 

Nov.  4tn.  Thirteen  tablespoons;  six  dessert  knives;  de¬ 
livered  to  owner. 

Nov.  5th.  One  coat;  delivered  to  owner. 
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Nov.  5th.  One  revolver ;  delivered  to  owner. 

Nov.  6th.  One  revolver;  now  in  the  office. 

Nov.  7th.  Six  dollars,  and  watch  and  key;  delivered 
per  order. 

Nov.  9th.  One  pail  containg  cooking  butter;  sold. 

Nov.  11th.  Three  coats;  delivered  to  owner. 

Nov.  23d.  One  pair  smoothing  irons;  now  in  the  office. 

Nov.  24th.  One  fur  victorine;  delivered. 

Nov.  24th.  One  bundle  of  clothing  and  small  clock;  now 
in  this  office. 

Nov.  24th.  Five  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  six  scis¬ 
sors,  and  one  dozen  knives;  money  delivered,  not  stolen; 
knives  and  scissors  in  this  office. 

Nov.  25th.  One  gold  watch  and  locket;  delivered  to 
owner. 

Nov.  26th.  Two  irons,  two  pair  of  gaiters,  two  pieces 
of  calico,  one  apron,  one  handkerchief,  and  one  iron  stand; 
now  in  this  office. 

Nov.  27th.  One  gold  bracelet;  delivered  to  owner. 

Nov.  29th.  Five  dollars  and  eighty  cents;  delivered  to 
owner . 

Dec.  2d.  One  piece  of  iron  casting;  delivered  to  owner. 

Dec.  2d.  One  watch,  and  bag  of  spice;  delivered  to 
owner. 

Dec.  1.  Sixty  dollars;  delivered,  by  order  of  District 
Attorney. 

Dec.  8th.  One  pair  of  pantaloons  and  suspenders;  de¬ 
livered  to  owner. 

Dec.  8th.  One  gold  watch  and  chain;  now  in  this  office. 

Dec.  9th.  One  boy’s  over-coat;  delivered  to  owner. 

Dec.  14th.  One  sovereign  and  one  silver  watch:  deliv¬ 
ered  to  owner. 


5 


(Doc.  No.  3. 


Nov.  29th.  Twelve  gilt  chains,  twenty-eight  gilt  rings, 
and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;  delivered  to  owner. 

Sept.  15th.  Five  pair  sleeves  and  chimesettes;  now  in 
the  office. 

Nov.  29th.  One  box  of  pearl  buttons;  now  in  the  office. 

Dec.  13th.  One  coat,  over-coat  and  pantaloons;  now  in 
the  office. 

Dec.  14th.  One  fur  robe  and  horse-blanket;  now  in  the 
office. 

Sept.  24th.  One  gold  watch  and  chain,  supposed  to  be 
stolen  from  Sarah  O’Connell  by  James  O’Connell;  case 
dismissed  on  a  hearing  before  Justice  Orborne;  watch  de' 
livered  to  James  O’Connell,  and  case  settled.  Counsel 
for  defendant,  James  M.  Smith ;  attorneys  for  plaintiff, 
Sweeny  &  Shea. 


DOCUMENT  No.  4, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  8,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  in 
answer  to  resolution  asking  for  information  relative  to 
amounts  paid  the  various  newspapers  for  advertising 
the  official  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  &c., 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  January  5,  1855.  ) 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

The  Comptroller,  in  answer  to  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  to  this  Board,  at  its  next  meeting,  a 
statement  of  all  the  money  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Evening  Post,  for  advertising*  and  for  publishing  the  offi¬ 
cial  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  including  the 
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amount  paid  for  advertising  the  official  notices  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  the  Commissioners  of  Award  and  As¬ 
sessment  on  opening  streets,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  for  every  other  description  of  advertis¬ 
ing  connected  with  the  business  of  the  city  and  county, 
during  the  year  1854;  also  a  similar  statement  in  relation 
to  the  money  paid  for  similar  services  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  Express,  Commercial  Advertiser,  National  Demo¬ 
crat,  Staats  Zeitung  and  New  Yorker  Demokrat. 

“  Resolved  also,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  here¬ 
by  directed  to  inform  this  Board,  whether  the  amount  col¬ 
lected  of  property  owners  on  the  line  of  improvements, 
during  the  past  year,  for  advertising,  has  been  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  advertising  connected  with  said  works;  and, 
if  more  than  sufficient,  what  has  been  done  with  the  sur¬ 
plus;  also,  the  amount  collected  for  advertising  from  the 
owners  of  property  during  the  year  1854,  upon  the  several 
assessment  lists  that  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Common 
Council.” 

Respectfully  submits  the  annexed  statement  marked  A, 
which  shows  the  sums  paid  to  the  several  papers  referred 
to  in  the  resolution,  on  account  of  the  contract  for  pub¬ 
lishing  Corporation  notices,  for  the  year  1854;  and  also, 
the  sums  paid  for  notices  in  the  said  papers,  during  the 
same  year,  which  were  not  considered  as  included  in  the 
contract. 

The  payment  on  the  closing  quarter  of  the  .year  1853, 
was  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1854,  to  the 
several  papers  referred  to;  and  a  bill  of  the  Evening  Post, 
for  advertising  from  1846  to  1853,  was  audited  by  the 
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Board  of  Supervisors  in  March  last  ($131  42)  and  in  July 
last  was  ordered  paid. 

The  advertising  of  certain  notices  required  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  to  be  published  in  regard  to  the  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  water  rents,  taxes,  and  assessments,  were 
given  to  the  Eveniug  Post,  as  the  proprietors  of  that  pa¬ 
per  offered  to  perform  the  work  at  a  less  price  per  line 
than  any  other  paper.  The  price  at  which  the  contract 
was  made  was  fifty  cents  per  line,  and  this  price  included 
fourteen  publications  in  the  paper;  the  furnishing  of  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  copies  to  the  department  for  distribution, 
and  the  publication,  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor,  for 
six  weeks  in  twelve  daily  papers,  giving  public  notice 
where  parties  interested  might  get  copies  of  the  detailed 
statements.  Previous  to  1853,  such  notices  were  paid*  for 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
line.  On  the  number  of  lines  advertised  by  the  Clerk  of 
Arrears,  Mr.  Purdy,  during  the  last  years  this  contract 
with  the  Evening  Post,  has  effected  a  saving  to  those  in 
arrears  on  taxes,  Croton  water  rents,  and  assessments,  of 
at  least  twojthousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  several  sums  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Evening 
Post,  on  account  of  this,  in  the  year  1854,  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

Notice  for  the  redemption  of  unpaid  water  rents,  from 


the  sale  of  1853 .  $345  00 

“  taxes  from  sale  of  1852. . . .  499  00 
“  taxes  from  sale  of  1853. . . .  668  50 
“  assessments  from  sale  of  1853  1,063  00 


$2,575  50 


* 
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According  to  the  rates  which  prevailed  before  the  bids 
made  by  the  Evening  Post,  there  would  have  been  paid 
for  these  four  advertisements,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  work  was  accurately  and 
well  done  at  the  reduced  rates. 

The  amount  of  this  contract  ($2,575  50,)  was  paid  in 
the  first  instance  from  the  city  treasury,  and  the  rate¬ 
able  share  was  apportioned  on  each  parcel,  and  charged 
over  to  the  several  lots  on  which  the  taxes  or.  assessments 
were  in  arrear. 

The  publication  of  the  redemption  notices  commenced 
on  the  24th  day  of  August,  1854.  The  Clerk  of  Arrears 
makes  a  weekly  report  to  the  Comptroller,  in  which  each 
item  paid  on  account  of  the  redemption  of  lots  for  assess¬ 
ments,  taxes,  or  water  rents,  is  separately  given,  and  the 
total  receipts  for  the  week  are  deposited  to  the  credit  of 
the  Comptroller,  in  the  Mechanics’  Bank.  In  these  week¬ 
ly  statements,  the  amount  received  from  delinquents  on 
account  of  advertising,  is  separately  stated.  At  the  close 
of  the  year,  the  Clerk  of  Arrears  made  up  the  total  sum 
which  he  had  then  made  up  on  account  of  the  fifty  cents 
per  line  charged  for  advertising,  when  it  appeared  that 
there  had  been 

Paid  on  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  lines 


of  the  assessment  notice,  the  sum  of .  $720 

And  on  the  tax  redemption  notice,  on  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety -four  lines,  the  sum  of. . . .  847 

Total, . $1,567 
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In  closing  the  amounts  of  the  year,  the  above  sum  was 
transferred  from  the  Comptroller’s  account  to  the  city 
treasury,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  receipts,  viz  : 

DUPLICATE.  ' 

“  $720.  Received,  New  York,  December  28,  1854,  from 
A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dol¬ 
lars,  for  credit  of  charges  on  arrears  of  assessments. 

“  F.  W.  EDMONDS,  Treasurer. 

“Per  -J.  Burke.” 

duplicate. 

“  $847.  Received,  New  York,  December  21, 1854,  from 
A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller,  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars,  for  credit  of  charges  on  arrears  of  taxes. 

“F.  W.  EDMONDS,  Treasurer. 

“  Per  J.  Burke.” 

The  Clerk  of  Arrears  has  had  the  lines  of  the  notices, 
where  payments  have  not  been  made,  also  counted,  and 
finds  on  the  assessment  notices, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  lines, 


which,  at  fifty  cents  each,  will  produce .  $845  00 

And  of  the  tax  notice,  one  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  lines  equal . 600  00 

$1,445  00 

Add  amount  already  paid .  1,567  00 

Total . $3,012  00 

Peduct  sum  paid  to  the  Evening  Post,. . . . $2,575  50 

Surplus . $436  50 
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As  the  taxes  and  assessments  are  a  Ben  upon  the  prem¬ 
ises,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  principal  part  of 
this  sum  will  be  collected,  and  that  the  treasury  will  real¬ 
ize  this  surplus  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents. 

In  regard  to  the  requirements  of  the  second  resolution, 
they  have  reference  principally,  if  not  entirely,  to  the 
Street  Department.  In  the  “  detailed  statement”  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  Finance  Department  by  the  assessors  in  the 
Street  Department,  under  section  3,  chapter  508,  of  the 
laws  of  1853,  they  do  not  specify  tho  sum  added  to  each 
assessment  list  for  advertising;  and  without  any  statement 
as  to  the  sums  assessed  for  advertising,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  Finance  Department  cannot  answer  the  resolution  as 
to  the  sums  collected  for  the  publication  of  notices,  or  de¬ 
termine  as  to  the  surplus,  or  what  has  been  done  with  it. 
The  mover  of  the  resolution  can  probably  obtain  the  infor¬ 
mation  sought  in  the  second. resolution  by  a  call  on  the 
Street  Department. 

The  expenses  of  the  official  notices  published  by  the 
assessors,  and  by  the  other  officers  in  the  Street  Depart¬ 
ment,  are  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  payment  of  one 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Evening  Post  and  the  other  papers 
referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

The  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  Award  and  As¬ 
sessment  in  opening  streets,”  are  filed  with  the  Street 
Commissioner,  and  the  book-keeper  in  the  Finance  Depart¬ 
ment  states  that  he  has  not  the  necessary  vouchers  to  show 
the  sums  paid  for  advertising  by  those  Commissioners,  and 
to  whom  paid. 

A.  C.  FLAGGr,  Comptroller. 
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AMOUNTS  PAID  FOR  ADVERTISING  IN  1854. 

Evening  Post. 

Per  contract . , « . ,  $ 1,000  00 

Accounts  Board  of  Supervisors .  36  00 

For  Tax  Commissioners . .  5  00 

Election,  February,  1854 . ,. .  8  00 

“  November,  1854 .  15  00 

$1,065  65 

New  York  Express. 

Per  contract . $1,000  00 

For  Tax  Commissioners .  21  45 

“  Receiver  of  Taxes .  86  55 

“  Election,  February,  1854 .  13  50 

“  “  November,  1854 . 29  70 

$1,151  20 

Commercial  Advertiser. 

Per  contract . $1,000  00 

February  election . * .  7  65 

$1,007  65 

Daily  National  Democrat. 

Per  contract . ..$1,000  00 

Receiver  of  Taxes .  32  00 

Panel  of  Jurors .  36  80 

Report  of  Supervisors .  50  00 

February  election. . . . 15  00 

November  election .  15  95 
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Staats  Zeitung. 

Per  contract . $1,000  00 

New  Yorker  Demokrat. 

Per  contract . $1,000  00 


DOCUMENT  No.  5. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  11,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
was.  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  New  York  : 

Gentlemen: — In  my  communication  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  on  the  first  instant,  I  purposely  omitted  many  re¬ 
commendations,  and  subjects  of  interest,  and  promised 
that  as  soon  as  you  were  organized,  and  ready  for  busi¬ 
ness,  they  would  be  made. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  to  communicate  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  at  least  once  in  each  year,  a  statement  of 
the  affairs  of  the  city.  In  pursuance  of  this  duty,  and  of 
the  promise  made  by  me,  I  submit  this  communication. 
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The  several  annual  reports  from  the  executive  depart¬ 
ments  have  been  several  days  before  you,  and  no  doubt, 
thoroughly  examined.  In  taking  a  survey  of  the  affairs 
of  the  city,  the  first  object  to  present,  is  the  condition  of 
the  finances.  A  statement  with  reference  to  it  is  here¬ 
with  furnished. 


Permanent  city  debt,  redeemable  from  the  Sinking 
Fund,  January  1st,  1855: 


£  per  cent.  Water  Stock  redeemable,  1858. . 

..  $3,000,000 

5 

(  a  ti 

I860.. 

. .  2,500,000 

5 

‘  “  “ 

1870.. 

. .  3,000,000 

5 

; 

1875.. 

255,600 

5 

‘  “  “ 

1880.. 

. .  2,147,000 

5&6  ‘ 

‘  Croton  Water  Stock,  “ 

1890.. 

. .  1,000,000 

7 

‘  Water  Loan,  “ 

1857.. 

990,488 

■5 

“  Public  Building  St’k,  “ 

1856.. 

515,000 

£ 

‘  Building  Loan  Stock 

No.  8,  “ 

1870.. 

75,000 

5 

Do.  “  4, 

1873.. 

75,000 

5 

‘  Fire  Indemnity  Stock/' 

1868.. 

402,768 

$13,960,856 

Corporation  stocks  and  bonds  held  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  on  account 
of  redemption  of  the  city  debt..  .$4,252,289 
Additional  assets  (bonds  and  mort¬ 
gages)  held  by  the  Commissioners 

on  said  account .  911,886 

Balance  in  bank,  Jan.  1, 1855 .  17,240  5,181,415 

Actual  amt.  of  permanent  debt,  Jan.  1, 1855,  say  $8,779,441 
which  is  a  reduction,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  of  debt,  January  2, 1854,  of  $460,246 
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Funded  debt  redeemable  from  taxation,  and 
payable  (with  the  exception  of  Public  Edu¬ 
cation  Stock,)  in  annual  instalments  of 


$50,000,  January  1st,  1855. 

6  per  cent.  Building  Loan  Stock,  No.  2,  redeem¬ 
able  in  1855  and  1856 .  $100,000 

5  “  Public  Building  Stock,  No.  3,  redeem¬ 
able  in  1857  and  1864 .  400,000 

5  “  Stock  for  Docks  and  Slip's,  redeem¬ 
able  in  1867  and  1876 .  500,000 

5  “  Public  Education  Stock,  redeemable 

in  1878 .  154,000 

Total  amt.  of  funded  debt,  Jan.  1,  1855. .  ..  $1,154,000 

which  is  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of 
debt,  January  2,  1854,  of  $204,000. 


The  revenues  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  city  debt,  are  fully  adequate  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  interest  on  the  above  stocks.  The  balance  to  this 
account,  January  1,  1855,  being  $60,000,  invested  tempo¬ 
rarily  in  revenue  bonds  of  the  city  Corporation,  and  cash 
in  bank  $317,106  11,  thus  rendering  it  unnecessary  to  raise 
anyumount  for  “  interest  on  city  debts”  by  taxation. 

In  connection  with  this  statement  another  is  presented, 
of  the  amounts  which  have  been  raised,  by  taxation,  from 


1844  to  1854,  inclusive: 

1844  . $1,988,818  56 

1845  . 2,096,191  18 

1846  .  2,520,146  71 

1847  .  2,581,776  30 

1848...- .  2,715,510  25 

1849 .  3*, 005, 762  52 
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1850  . 3,230,085  02 

1851  .  2,924,455  94 

1852  .  3,380,511  05 

1853  .  5,067,275  69 

1854..,, .  4,845,386  07 

And  to  be  raised  in  1855 .  5,918,593  25 


By  this  it  will  appear  that  the  expenditures  have  gradu¬ 
ally  and  steadily  increased,  though  it  is  well  known  that 
the  character  of  our  government  has  deteriorated. 

The  people  of  this  city  cannot  realize  that  the  actual 
cost  of  conducting  their  municipal  affairs  amounts  to  the 
sum  annually  expended.  They  do  not  believe  that  all  of 
the  money  appropriated  is  devoted  to  public  wants.  In 
my  opinion,  an  examination  of  the  subject,  and  close 
scrutiny  of  the  various  items  composing  the  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  will  show  that  it  is  the  undue,  un¬ 
necessary,  extraordinary  outlays,  without  sufficient  equiva¬ 
lent,  that  have  swollen  our  taxes  to  their  present  enor¬ 
mous  amount. 

It  behooves  us,  as  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  to 
look  to  the  subject.  If  it  is  longer  permitted,  we  are 
particeps  criminis ,  whether  the  money  is  spent  under  our 
own  eyes  or  not.  Besides  greater  caution  in  appropriations, 
we  are  called  upon  to  exercise  more  vigilance  over,  and  de¬ 
mand  severer  accountability  from  those  who  spend  the 
money.  The  smallest  items  of  expenditures  should  be 
guarded  as  sacredly  as  if  amounting  to  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands.  The  principle  which  will  permit  a  disbursing 
officer  to  divert  the  value  of  one  dollar,  in  money  or  pro¬ 
perty  to  his  own  or  his  friend’s  purpose,  will,  in  time, 
render  him  a  defaulter  or  a  peculator. 

The  treasury  can  be  relieved  in  many  ways;  several 
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present  sources  of  expenditure  can  be  abolished  entirely, 
and  large  sums  be  brought  into  the  treasury,  which  now- 
go  to  the  pockets  of  individuals. 

THE  STREETS. 

The  street  openings  and  subsequent  heavy  outlays  for 
that  purpose  in  regulating,  grading,  paving,  sewering, 
repairing,  &c.,  are  one  of  the  heaviest  burdens  we  bear. 
It  is  no  answer  to  reply  that  much  of  it  is  returned  to  the 
treasury  by  assessments  upon  the  property  benefitted;  it 
is  of  little  importance  to  the  party  who  pays,  whether  the 
money  is  procured  from  him,  under  pretext  of  adding  to 
the  value  of  his  real  estate,  or  whether  under  the  plea  of 
supporting  the  government.  # 

We  have  no  right  to  make  distinction:— It  is  our  duty 
to  protect  the  private  property  of  the  people,  as  well  as 
their  public  treasury.  As  now  conducted  the  public  busi¬ 
ness,  appertaining  to  streets,  is  under  the  direction  of  six 
of  the  departments,  besides  several  outside  Commissioners, 
Inspectors,  Surveyors,  Appraisers  and  other  temporary 
selected  agents.  The  law  officer  superintends  the  select¬ 
ion  of  Commissioners  of  Estimates  and  Assessments  to  open, 
examines  titles  to  property  effected,  and  counsels  the  legal 
proceedings,  necessary  in  opening,  widening,  and  altering 
streets. 

The  Street  Department  advertises  for  proposals  to  open, 
makes  contracts  therefor,  and  through  its  bureaux  makes 
and  collects  assessments;  it  also  has  charge  of  the  opening, 
regulating  and  paving.  The  Croton  Aqueduct  Depart¬ 
ment  attends  to  the  sewerage,  and  laying  Croton  water 
pipes. 

The  Repairs  and  Supplies,  has  control  of  repairing,  re¬ 
laying  pavements,  curb  and  gutter,  &c. 
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The  Streets  and  Lamps,  place  lamp-posts,  and  superin¬ 
tends  the  lighting  and  cleaning. 

The  City  Inspector’s  Department  attends  to  the  remov¬ 
ing  of  nuisances,  carrying  off  dead  horses,  and  other 
animals,  and  has  general  charge  of  every  thing  relating  to 
the  streets,  which  effect  their  sanitary  condition*  Each 
has  numerous  subordinates  with  light  duties,  but  large 
compensation.  Commissioners  are  appointed  for  each  job, 
even  to  “declare”  a  street  opened,  but  for  one  block,  and 
though  it  may  remain  closed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
afterwards.  Many  of  these  persons,  really  and  in  fact,  in 
person  perform  no  actual  duties,  and  are  compensated  in 
proportion  to  the  delays  produced,  and  money  expended. 
These  places  are  often  given  as  the  reward  for  other  than 
official  service,  which  is-  not  of  much  value  to  the  city; 
some  of  this  class  may  be  called  “professional  street  open¬ 
ers,”  whose  time  is  devoted  to  the  procuration  of  jobs  of 
this  kind,  and  by  getting  resolutions  through  the  Common 
Council  to  “  open”  when  there  is  no  necessity  for  it;  they 
are  strong  in  partizan  influence. 

The  law,  which  gives  to  a  majority  of  the  property 
hol'ders  to  be  effected  by  an  improvement  when  unneces¬ 
sary,  the  power  to  prevent,  is  inoperative  before  them; 
several  instances  have  been  recently  brought  to  my  atten¬ 
tion,  in  which  their  influence  over  the  Common  Council 
has  suppressed  the  voice  of  two  thirds  of  the  parties  in 
interest  who  had  remonstrated  against  their  further  pro. 
ceedings.  If  pressed,  they  obtain  delay  in  the  Common 
Council,  until  all  they  can  make  out  of  the  job  is  procured, 
when  they  magnanimously  withdraw  their  opposition,  and 
the  city  must  foot  the  bill  and  their  “  estimate  and  assess- 
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merits,”  amount  to  nothing.  Some  of  these  persons  have 
several  streets  on  hand  at  the  same  time,  and  make  large 
sums  of  money.  It  is  but  proper  to  add,  that  sometimes 
there  are  commissioners  who  are  not  comprehended  within 
this  description  of  them  as  a  class. 

Another  class  more  useless  though  hot  so  expensive,  is 
the  inspectors  appointed  to  superintend  the  grading,  regu¬ 
lating  and  cleaning  of  streets,  building  of  sewers,  docks, 
piers,  &c.  Some  of  these  people  seldom  see  the  work  for 
which  they  are  appointed  inspector,  and  if  they  do,  they 
know  nothing  of  it,  or  do  not  wish  to  know,  provided  the 
contractor  is  a  clever  fellow,  and  does  “  what  is  right.” 

These  departments  frequently  come  in  conflict  with 
each  other;  it  sometimes  happens  that  they  are  nearly  all 
engaged  at  the  same  time,  upon  some  part  of  the  same 
street.  It  often  occurs,  that  soon  after  the  paving  is  com¬ 
pleted,  it  is  taken  up  to  lay  down  a  sewer,  Croton  water 
or  gas  pipes.  Each  department  being  independent  and 
sometimes  inimical  to  the  other  no  concert  exist,  but  every 
one  upon  its  own  notions,  proceeds  to  do  what  it  deems 
best  without  thinking  or  caring  of  expense  or  public  con¬ 
venience. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  sometimes  twenty  offi¬ 
cials  belonging  to  different  departments,  are  engaged  in 
doing  at  the  same  time,  that  which  could  be  accomplished 
by  one  man,  if  acting  for  himself,  in  one-twentieth  the 
time  and  at  one- twentieth  the  cost. 

Each  department  is  its  own  master  and  acts  upon  its 
own  volition,  without  consent  or  consultation,  and  not  un- 
frequently  strives  to  thwart  the  plans  of  each  other,  and 
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produce  confusion.  Every  person  having  the  control  of 
private  business  or  interest,  can  see,  without  further  com¬ 
ment  the  reason  why  so  large  a  sum  is  expended  upon  our 
streets. 

The  business-care,  concentration,  uniformity  and  regulari¬ 
ty  so  essential  to  the  success  of  any  enterprise  is  entirely 
wanting. 

A  general  cutting-up  and  distribution  of  authority,  cre¬ 
ating  irresponsibility  and  negligence  is  productive  of  pro¬ 
fligacy  in  expenditure  and  inefficiency  in  the  performance 
of  work.  This  abuse  must  be  reformed,  ft  has  become 
too  serious  to  be  permitted  longer. 

The  little  time  which  has  been  left  me  for  investigation 
consistent  with  other  duties,  has  satisfied  me,  that  the 
whole  business  should  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  one 
department,  and  at  least  one  of  the  existing  departments, 
could  be  abolished  entirely.  There  should  be  a  Street 
Department  having  sole  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  sub¬ 
ject;  some  part  of  the  duty  could  be  advantageously  given 
to  other  departments,  without  detriment  or  additional 
expense. 

There  should  be  a  permanent  Board  of  Commissioners, 
instead  of  three  for  each  job  as  now,  which  should  have 
the  power  to  appoint  permanent  surveyors  for  the  whole 
city,  instead  of  one  for  each  work  as  now.  It  should  be 
made  the  duty  of  the  law  officer  of  the  Corporation,  to 
give  his  services  without  any  additional  compensation, 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  if  receiving  fees,  the  amount 
should  be  paid  into  the  treasury. 

There  should  be  one  or  two  permanent  inspectors  for 
the  whole  city,  provided  any  is  required,  which  I  doubt, 


9 


{Doc.  No.  5. 


instead  of  one  for  each  job,  as  now.  The  duties  now  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Bureau  of  Assessments  should  be  done  by 
the  present  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  without  addi¬ 
tional  compensation,  who  have  not  only  sufficient  leisure, 
but  the  surveys,  maps,  and  the  assessed  values  of  every 
improved  and  unimproved  lot  in  the  city  within  their  own 
office,  by  which  to  facilitate  the  duty.  The  collection  of 
assessments  should  be  made  by  the  Receiver  of  Taxes. 

That  branch  of  the  service  coming  under  the  head  of 
repairs  should  be  severely  scrutinized,  and  every  dollar 
accounted  for  under  the  most  stringent  rules  of  accounta¬ 
bility,  and  nothing  should  be  expended  except  upon  pre" 
vious  appropriation,  with  specific  reference  to  the  object 
for  which  the  money  was  intended.  The  inconvenience 
and  delays  which  would  attend  previous  appropriations 
upon  detailed  estimates  for  even  small  sums  could  be  of 
little  consideration  as  compared  with  the  principle  of  un¬ 
authorized  expenditures  with  the  official  profligacy  which 
too  often  follows  in  its  train. 

TAXABLE  PROPERTY. 

Another  matter  of  much  importance  is  the  feasibility  of 
enlarging  the  basis  upon  which  to  levy  tax.  The  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  organized  a  few  years  since,  has 
added  much  to  the  taxable  basis  of  real  and  personal 
estate.  There  is  yet  room  for  increase. 

Notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  these  officers  and  the 
assessors,  a  very  large  amount  of  personal  property  es¬ 
capes,  and  an  undue  proportion  is  consequently  put  upon 
real  estate.  A  distinction  is  thus  created  entirely  unjust 
to  real  property,  calculated  not  only  to  effect  its  value,  but 
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to  retard  the  growth  of  the  city.  There  is  no  solid  reason* 
why  distinction  should  be  made  in  the  kind  of  value,  whe¬ 
ther  real  or  personal,  upon  which  we  levy  tax.  So  long 
as  the  principle  of  taxation  is  upon  'property,  all  property 
should  bear  alike. 

Besides  the  large  amount  of  personal  estate  that  escapes 
in  consequence  of  the  inability  to  discover  it,  there  are 
immense  amounts  belonging  to  foreign  manufacturers  and 
traders,  in  the  hands  of  agents  resident  here,  who  refuse 
to  recognize  our  authority  to  collect.  A  very  large  sum 
thus  gets  clear. 

This  foreign  property  receives  all  the  protection  which 
the  city  government  affords,  in  common  with  that  of  our 
own  people,  which  pays  the  expense. 

These  foreign  owners  not  only  enjoy  equal  privileges 
with  native  citizens,  but  in  not  paying  taxes  upon  their 
property,  possess  an  exemption  which  enables  them  to  com¬ 
pete  with  American  labor,  and  affording  them  undue  ad¬ 
vantages. 

"  People  who  pay  taxes  cannot  sell  merchandise  as  low 
as  those  who  pay  none.  Means  should  be  taken  during 
the  present  session  of  the  legislature  to  procure  the  pass¬ 
age  of  a  law,  making  the  property  of  foreign  manufactur¬ 
ers  and  others  liable  to  taxation. 

ABOLITION  OP  FEES. 

As  a  further  means  of  revenue,  I  recommend  an.  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  legislature  for  a  law  which  will  bring  into- 
the  treasury  the  large  sums  now  received  by  the  Register, 
County  Clerk,  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,.  Corporations 
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Attorney,  and  other  county  officers,  who  receive  fees  as 
their  own  perquisites. 

In  some  instances  these  sums  are  said  to  amount  to  from 
twenty  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  one  person. 
Whilst  it  is  right  that  every  public  officer  should  be  suffi¬ 
ciently  compensated,  yet  there  can  be  no  good  reason  for 
permitting  a  few  to  amass  large  fortunes,  vjhilst  other  offi¬ 
cials,  who  perform  more  labor  and  more  responsible  duties, 
are  paid  one-fifth  the  sum,  and  the  whole  community  is  bur¬ 
dened  with  taxes.  Give  liberal  salaries,  but  let  all  fees 
go  to  the  treasury. 

*  INTEREST  TO  BE  CHARGED. 

A  further  relief  may  be  found  in  requiring  interest  on 
deposits  with  the  City  Treasurer,  and  collecting  and  dis¬ 
bursing  officers  generally.  The  equity,  practicability  and 
importance  of  this  measure  is  so  apparent,  that  it  suprises 
me  it  has  not  sooner  been  adopted.  A  very  large  reve¬ 
nue  could  be  thus  derived.  There  was  to  the  credit  of  the 
city  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  28th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1854,  over  one  million  of  dollars;  the  1st  December, 
1854,  over  one  and  a  half  millions,  from  which  was  drawn 
on  these  dat^s  about  a  half  million,  leaving  about  two  mil¬ 
lions  to  the  credit  of  the  city.  Additional  large  sums 
have  since  been  drawn,  leaving  however  on  the  first  of 
January,  inst.,  a  balance,  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  city 
of  one  million  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars,  for  which  the  city  re¬ 
ceives  no  allowance  of  interest  whatever. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  it  frequently  occurs  that  the 
City  Chamberlain  is  in  advance  to  the  city,  and  that  dur- 
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ing  the  last  year  he  advanced  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  on  claims  on  the  treasury,  for  which  warrants  could 
not  be  given.  Th.us  offering  facilities  to  individuals,  hav¬ 
ing  claims,  who  otherwise  would  be  obliged  to  wait  the 
slow  process  of  legislation,  to  be  paid  their  just  dues. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  this  accommodating  disposition 
upon  the  part  of  this  officer,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  financial  affairs  of  the  city  upon  any  other 
principle  than  that  which  governs  the  commercial  inter¬ 
course  of  individuals. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  nearer  we  approximate  the  laws 
of  trade,  the  better  will  public  business  be  conducted,  and 
the  interests  of  the  treasury  protected. 

The  city  is  obliged  to  pay  interest,  when  using  the  funds 
of  individuals,  and  it  should  receive  interest  from  indi¬ 
viduals,  who  have  the  use  of  its  money. 

Last  year  the  Comptroller  borrowed  upon  Revenue 
Bonds,  three  millions  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  was  borrowed  at 
the  rate  of  seven  per  centum,  and  for  which  we  are  still  pay¬ 
ing  interest,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  now  lying 
to  the  credit  of  the  city  in  bank.  How  long  could  an  indi¬ 
vidual  or  a  banking  institution  retain  its  credit  or  its 
capital,  that  conducted  its  affairs  upon  so  ruinous  a  prin¬ 
ciple?  The  state  of  New  York  discovered  the  value  of 
its  own  revenues  when  laying  in  bank-vaults,  as  esfrly  as 
1826.  It  then  adopted  the  policy  of  requiring  interest 
upon  its  canal  funds,  which  has  been  followed  since,  with¬ 
out  deviation.  My  last  advices  from  the  Capitol  state,  that 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  have  been  already  re¬ 
ceived  from  that  source,  for  interest  exclusively,  on  the 
deposits  of  this  fund  with  the  banks.  And  it  is  well 
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known  that  some  of  the  heads  of  the  city  collecting  and 
disbursing  bureaux,  have  been  in  the  practice  of  receiving 
interest  from  various  city  banks,  on  the  public  money  in 
their  hands,  which  has  gone  into  their  own  pockets  as  pri¬ 
vate  perquisites. 

In  recommending  a  revenue  from  this  source,  I  beg  to 
be  understood  that  no  step  should  be  taken  in  effecting  it, 
which  would  in  the  least  jeopard  the  security  of  the  monej. 
Security  is  the  first  consideration. 

A  prudent  business  man  never  hazards  his  principal  in 
efforts  to  accumulate  interest;  but  if  safety  and  profit  can 
be  combined,  and  in  my  judgment  it  can  be,  we  should  be 
largely  the  gainers,  and  to  that  extent  taxation  lessened. 

ESTIMATES  AND  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Another  object  of  importance,  by  which  large  sums 
now  extracted  from  the  treasury  could  be  saved,  is,  the 
necessity  of  adopting  some  mode,  by  which  all  disbursing 
officers  shall  be  prevented  from  the  expenditure  of  money, 
or  creation  of  obligations  to  pay,  for  which  the  city  is 
liable,  without  previous  appropriation,  and  a  balance 
unexpended,  to  meet  it. 

Many  abuses  have  grown  up  under  the  present  loose 
manner  of  expending  money. 

It  is  useless  to  ask  the  departments, for  estimates  upon 
which  to  base  the  appropriation,  if  they  are  disregarded 
afterward.  So  long  as  the  Common  Council  pass  res¬ 
olutions  incurring  expense,  and  the  departments  execute 
them,  frequently  by  using  funds,  appropriated  for  other 
purposes;  so  long  will  our  taxes  continue  to  increase,  and 
the  enormous  annual  deficiencies,  now  so  common,  con¬ 
tinue  to  startle  us  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Means  should  be  taken  to  stop  this  altogether;  the  head 
of  a  department  should  net  be  allowed  to  exceed  his  own 
estimates,  or  the  appropriation  made;  he  and  his  bonds 
should  be  made  responsible  to  the  city,  for  any  liability 
thus  incurred. 

Disbursing  officers  must  be  confined  within  the  spirit,  as 
well  as  the  letter  of  the  charter,  which  provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  city  treasury,  except  the 
same  shall  have  been  previously  appropriated  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  it  is  drawn. 

An  honest  version  of  this  provision  makes  it  applicable 
to  the  creation  of  an  obligation,  to  be  liquidated  out  of 
subsequent  appropriation,  as  it  is  to  that  directly  re¬ 
ferred  to. 

SUSPENDED  SALES  FOB  TAXES  AND  ASSESSMENTS. 

You  should  also  take  measures  to  collect  about  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  the  suspended 
sales  for  taxes  and  assessments,  which  can  be  obtained 
upon  the  necessary-  legislative  action  empowering  the 
Comptroller  to  proceed.  The  sum  is  sufficiently  large  to 
•demand  your  immediate  attention. 

CONTRACTS. 

The  present  mode  of  making  contracts  is  defective. 
Notwithstanding  the  improvement  of  late  years,  in  exact¬ 
ing  more  publicity,  in  opening  bids,  and  in  guarding 
against  favoritism  in  granting  contracts,  yet  it  is  supposed 
much  wrong  still  exists.  There  is  no  doubt  that  frauds 
are  still  perpetrated  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Bids  are  frequently  put  in  in  the  name  of  fictitious  per- 
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eons,  ranging  from  a  high  to  a  low  estimate-speculators 
standing  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  embarrassment 
to  the  department,  owing  to  the  non-appearance  of  the 
false  bidder,  and  to  get  the  contract  at  the  highest  possible 
limits.  Again  it  is  the  practice  to  put  in  estimates,  not 
with  the  expectation  of  making  and  performing  a  con¬ 
tract,  but  to  be  bought  off  by  some  more  responsible  party, 
who  has  been  under-bid.  Various  other  ways,  the  details 
of  which  are  known  only  to  the  initiated  are  in  vogue, 
by  which  to  defraud  the  treasury.  If  the  head  of  a  de¬ 
partment  acts  in  collusion  with  these  outsiders,  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  prevent  frauds  under  the  present  system. 

One  of  the  best  safeguards  may  be  found  in  more 
general  publicity,  in  offering  to  receive  proposals.  The 
expense  of  advertising  is  of  no  importance,  as  compared 
with  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it. 

The  object  of  offering  public  proposals  to  make  con¬ 
tracts,  is  to  invite  competition  and  prevent  the  high  prices, 
which  monopoly  produces;  it  is  defeated  if  the  advertise¬ 
ments  are  published  in  obscure  papers,  unknown  to,  and 
unread  by  the  mass  of  the  people. 

Too  much  publicity  cannot  be  given  to  the  offering  of 
contracts;  the  expense  of  general  advertising  will  be  more 
than  made  up  by  the  increased  bidding,  and  consequent 
reduced  prices. 

CITY  RAILROADS  AND  OMNIBUSSES. 

I  also  recommend  the  taxation  of  city  railroad  cars. 
It  appears  to  me  that  these  companies  should  pay  at  least 
one  hundred  dollars  license  upon  each  car,  besides  keep¬ 
ing  the  streets  and  avenues  through  which  their  tracks 
are  laid  in  complete  repair,  and  always  clean. 
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The  city  government  receives  no  equivalent  for  the  pri¬ 
vileges  these  roads  possess,  which  are  now  very  valuable. 
So  far  as  rail-travel  in  this  city  pan  affect  them,  the  pre¬ 
sent  roads  may  be  said  to  have  a  monopoly.  A  recent 
state  law  secures  their  grants,  and  in  effect  precludes  op¬ 
position  or  annoyance;  they  occupy,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  citizens,  the  centre  of  our  best  business  avenues. 

Exclusive  privileges  are  always  to  be  deprecated,  but 
when  granted,  the  city  should  in  return  receive  an  ample 
pecuniary  equivalent.  A  revenue  of  forty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  could  be  procured  from  this  source,  besides  the  saving 
of  the  very  heavy  cost  of  repairing  and  cleaning  the 
thoroughfares. 

The  omnibusses  should  also  keep  in  repair  and  clean  the 
streets  through  which  they  pass,  or  pay  into  the  treasury 
a  sufficient  sum  for  that  purpose. 

These  vehicles  do  more  injury  to  the  pavements  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  travel  together,  and  the  city  in  re¬ 
turn,  receives  no  pecuniary  aid  from  them  for  that  purpose 
whatever.  The  existing  lines  of  omnibusses  are  well 
secured  in  their  privilege,  having,  by  the  law  of  1854, 
made  it  so  difficult  to  procure  licenses  for  competing 
lines,  that  they  now  enjoy  almost  a  monopoly.  How  far 
the  out-town  railroad  lines,  entering  the  city,  are  subject 
to  municipal  regulations,  I  am  not  at  this  time  enabled  to 
advise;  my  opinion,  however  is,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
their  charters  entitling  them  to  exception  from  any  tax, 
which  you  may  deem  st  fair  equivalent  for  the  right  of 
way  they  now  possess. 

If  upon  consultation  with  the  Counsel  of  the  Corpora* 
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tion,  there  be  no  legal  obstacle,  I  make  the  same  recom¬ 
mendation  as  to  a  car  tax,  and  the  cleaning  and  repairs 
of  the  avenues  and  streets  through  which  they  pass,  as 
made  with  reference  to  the  city  railroads. 

EMIGRANTS. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  many  years  extortions  and  op¬ 
pressions  of  the  most  inhuman  character  have  been  prac¬ 
tised  upon  the  emigrants  coming  to  this  port. 

There  appears  to  be  a  series  of  organized  classes  of  per¬ 
sons,  all  connected,  and  acting  from  a  common  impulse  of 
plunder,  who  take,  and  keep  possession  of  their  victims  as 
long  as  a  sixpence  is  left  to  rob  them  of.  These  vampires 
form  a  cordon,  stretching  from  Sandy  Hook  to  the  lakes— 
and  to  the  far  West. 

They  act  in  concert,  with  a  well  formed  understanding, 
and  spend  large  sums  to  protect  themselves  from  detection 
and  punishment.  Common  humanity,  as  well  as  the  honor 
and  prosperity  of  this  city  and  state,  call  for  more  stringent 
laws  and  regulations  governing  our  whole  emigrant  sys¬ 
tem.  I  regret  that  this,  already  too  lengthy  communica¬ 
tion,  prevents  more  extended  comments  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  consistent  with  others  demanding  attention; 

Much  inconvenience  to  the  shipping  interest  is  caused 
by  the  present  mode  of  landing  emigrant  passengers. 

As  now  conducted  it  is  a  serious  evil,  not  only  to  the 
passengers,  but  also  to  the  vessels  from  which  they  land, 
and  to  other  vessels,  with  which  they  materially  interfere. 
This  is  also  an  evil  galling  for  some  actfon  at  your  hands — 
as„now  conducted  it  is  productive  of  great  hardship  to  the 
emigrant  and  injury  to  others- 
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Now  a  ship  arrives  from  sea  with  her  decks  Growded 
with  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children,  and  hauls  out¬ 
side  and  alongside  another  vessel  at  her  berth,  discharging 
or  taking  in  cargo,  which  may  be  composed  of  fine  goods 
in  valuable  packages.. 

As  soon  as  the  emigrant  ship  nears  the  wharf  she  is 
boarded  by  an  army  of  runners,  cartmen  and  others,  hav¬ 
ing  business  with,  and  too  often  design  upon  her  passen¬ 
gers,  and  the  passengers  are  dragged  over  the  vessel  dis¬ 
charging,  to  the  shore;  her  cargo,  which  may  be  on  deck, 
or  upon  the  dock,  is  not  only  materially  injured,  the  pack¬ 
ages  soiled,  broken,  or  stolen,  but  an  embargo  is  laid  upon 
all  work  for  the  time  being.  Thus  a  serious  injury  is 
inflicted.  This  evil  has  grown  to  be  intolerable.  The 
remedy  is  very  simple.  One  or  two  piers  should  be  set 
aside,  away  from  the  pressure  of  shipping,  and  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  landing  of  emigrant  passengers.  They 
should  be  inclosed,  and  only  persons  properly  clothed 
with  authority,  and  of  good  character,  be  permitted  within 
the  inclosure.  The  police  could  be  stationed  there  to  pro¬ 
tect  and  direct  the  emigrants,  and,  as  the  boarding-houses 
and  forwarding  offices  would  of  course  locate  in  the  vici¬ 
nity,  the  emigrant  would  be  benefitted,  as  well  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  injury  to  other  shipping  entirely  removed.  These 
suggestions  are  worth  attention,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  acted 
upon.  • 

It  has  long  been  the  practice  of  many  governments  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  to  get  rid  of  convicts  and  paupers 
by  sending  them  to  ‘this  country,  and  most  generally  to 
this  port.  The  increase  of  crime  here  can  be  traced  to 
this  cause  rather  than  to  defect  in  the  criminal  laws,  or 
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their  administration.  An  examination  of  the  criminal  an^ 
pauper  records,  shows  conclusively,  that  it  is  but  a  small 
proportion  of  these  unfortunates  who  are  natives  of  this 
country.  One  of  the  very  heaviest  burdens  we  bear  is  the 
support  of  these  people,  even  when  considering  the  direct 
cost;  but  when  estimating  the  evil  influences  upon  society, 
and  the  contaminating  effect  upon  all  who  come  within  the 
range  of  their  depraved  minds,  it  becomes  a  matter  exceed¬ 
ingly  serious,  and  demanding  immediate  and  complete 
eradication.  I  know  no  subject  of  more  importance; 
certainly  we  have  the  power  to  protect  this  city  against 
the  landing  of  so  vile  an  addition  to  our  population;  the 
health,  as  well  as  the  life  and  property  of  the  people  for 
whom  you  legislate,  requires  some  action  at  your  hands. 
I  am  confident  the  general  government  will  listen  to  any 
representations  from  you,  relating  to  it,  and  interpose  its 
national  authority  in  our  behalf.  On  the  2d  instant  I 
made  this  grievance  the  subject  of  an  official  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  marked  A. 

The  constantly  increasing  expenses  of  the  Alms-house 
Department,  and  the  want  of  control  of  the  Corporation 
over  them,  should  not  escape  your  notice.  I  am  satisfied, 
that  whatever  may  be  thought  as  to  the  exercise  of  proper 
economy  upon  the  part  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms¬ 
house,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  one  cause  for  the  present 
large  outlay  required  is  the  maintenance  of  persons  who 
should  be  a  charge  upon  the  fund,  under  the  exclusive  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Emigrant  Commissioners.  It  is  evident,  that 
the  object  in  creating  this  Board  was  to  have  full  control 
over  the  whole  subject,  and  to  bear  the  entire  costs  of  the 
support  of  these  unfortunate  people,  at  least,  until  they 
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h^'e  been  five  years  in  this  country.  In  practice,  this  ap¬ 
pears  not  to  be  its  operation.  At  least  a  portion  of  the  in¬ 
mates  of  the  institutions  under  the  control  of  the  Alms-house 
Governors,  who  are  supported  by  the  city,  are  properly 
chargeable  to  the  Emigrant  Commission.  In  my  opinion 
the  whole  subject  requires  revision.  An  entire  alteration  of 
the  present  system  is  absolutely  demanded.  As  it  is  now, 
the  tax  payers  of  this  city  have  not  only  to  support  the 
poor  of  the  city,  and  a  portion  of  that  belonging  to  the 
surrounding  country,  which  find  their  way  here  ;  but  also 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  paupers  of  every  nation  in 
Europe. 

The  absolute  cost  of  supporting  our  own  poor  would  be 
a  trifle  too  small  to  bo  worthy  of  comment;  but  when  re¬ 
quired  to  perform  the  duty  for  so  many  other  communities, 
its  burden  has  become  of  too  great  a  magnitude  to  be 
submitted  to  longer.  The  Board  of  Emigrant  Commission¬ 
ers  was  created  in  1847,  to  protect  and  provide  for  the 
emigrants  arriving  at  this  port;  a  fund  is  provided  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  a  state  institution,  mostly  under  tho 
control  of  officers  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Senate, 
and,  in  all  respects,  independent  of  our  municipal  action. 
Its  existence  is  a  recognition  of  the  position  that  the 
persons  called  emigrants  should,  in  no  respect,  be  a  tax 
upon  this  county.  As  now  conducted,  it  is  a  grievous 
tax.  We  support  the  emigrant  criminal  sentenced  to 
Blackwell’s  Island,  and  other  city  penal  institutions.  A 
large  number  of  policemen  are  detailed  especially  for  their 
protection,  for  which  our  treasury  pays.  The  Mayor’s 
office,  and  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  time  are  occupied 
in  hearing  and  determining  eases  involving  the  rights  and 
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property  of  emigrants,  to  say  nothing  of  that  branch  ^of 
his  duties  relating  to  the  proper  licensing  and  regulating 
of  emigrant  boarding-houses  and  runners.  In  my  opinion 
the  city  should  be  relieved  altogether  from  these  duties 
and  expenses  So  far  as  the  state  assumes  to  take  charge 
of  these  people,  she  should  carry  out  the  work  entire,  we 
should  be  relieved  from  it. 


POLICE. 

This  department  of  the  city  government  is  placed  more 
directly  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  Mayor  than 
others  ;  and,  in  assuming  its  direction  with  the  restricted 
power  as  to  appointment  and  removal,  which,  after  all, 
constitute  the  great  elements  of  control,  I  feel  much 
responsibility  and  concern;  its  present  condition  and  dis¬ 
cipline  is  susceptible  of  improvement. 

There  is  an  apparent  want  of  energy  and  efficiency, 
which  must  arise  from  either  defect  in  the  system,  or  want 
of  nerve  and  vigilance  in  those  who  direct  it.  It  shall  be 
my  aim  to  remedy  these  omissions.  I  shall  require  the 
strictest  accountability  from  the  men  and  also  from  the  sev¬ 
eral  officers,  who  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  made  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  the  subordinates  under  their  command. 

It  was  thought,  that  making  the  police  hold  office  dur¬ 
ing  good  behavior  would  remove  it  entirely  from  political 
influences.  It  may  have  had  such  an  effect,  to  a  degree; 
but  whilst  the  power  to  appoint,  suspend,  and  remove  is 
political  and  elective,  it  will  be  expecting  too  much  of 
human  nature  to  suppose,  that  political  influence  can  be 
excluded  altogether. 
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A  perfect  police  system  must  be  founded  upon  freedom  of 
all  influences,  except  those  produced  by  merit,  arising 
from  a  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  duty. 

When  the  generals  of  an  army  are  periodically  subject¬ 
ed  to  change,  and  in  some  measure  by  the  votes  and  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  army  itself,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
remove  the  partisan  elements,  which,  at  every  election ,  are 
necessarily  aroused  into  activity. 

The  whole  Police  Board  was  elected  at  the  late  elec¬ 
tion;  two  of  the  late  board,  (the  Recorder  and  City  Judge,) 
being  candidates  for  re-election,  and  policemen  would 
have  been  more  or  less  than  man,  if  they  could  have  remain¬ 
ed  indifferent  spectators  of  the  result. 

I  am  confident  the  judiciary  is  not  the  proper  authority 
for  determining  police  matters,  nor  are  its  members  quali¬ 
fied,  either  by  habits  of  life  or  train  of  reflection,  to  make 
good  Commissioners.  The  bench  and  the  service  would 
each  be  benefited  by  a  separation.  My  colleagues  on  the 
present  Police  Board  fully  concur  in  these  opinions. 

It  shall  be  my  aim  to  impress  all  connected  with  the 
police,  that  official  merit,  and  not  partisan  influence,  is 
what  is  expected  of  them,  and  so  far  as  my  power  extends, 
it  shall  be  exercised  for  the  entire  eradication  of  politics 
from  the  department. 

On  the  first  of  January,  instant,  I  issued  new  orders,  a  copy 
of  which  is  annexed,  [marked  B,J  and  to  which  I  call  your 
attention ;  as  developing  the  principles  upon  which  I  shall 
administer  the  department.  In  connection  with  this  subject, 
it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  add,  that  there  has  been  opened 
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in  the  Mayor's  office,  under  my  direction,  a  book  for  re¬ 
cording  complaints  against  the  police,  as  well  as  for  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  ordinances  and  laws,  where  charges  will  be 
entertained,  and  acted  upon  by  me  in  person, 

The  police  are  required  for  several  purposes  other  than 
the  protection  of  the  public  interests  of  the  city,  for  which 
it  should  not  be  obliged  to  pay. 

There  is  one  squad  of  the  reserve  corps  detailed  for  the 
duty  of  boarding  vessels  from  foreign  ports,  with  emigrant 
passengers,  and  other  service  rendered,  before  referred  to, 
which  should  be  paid,  from  the  fund  of  the  Emigrant  Com¬ 
missioners.  Many  other  policemen  are  stationed  at  the 
several  railroad  depots  and  ferries,  and  at  places  of  public 
amusement,  by  request  of  the  proprietors,  and  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  private  interests,  and  not  for  public  pur¬ 
poses.  This  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  parties  re¬ 
quiring  their  services.  In  London,  where  the  police  sys¬ 
tem  is  said  to  be  better  than  our  own, such  is  the  practice; 
and  the  General  Government  has  adopted  the  same  course 
with  reference  to  the  salaries  of  its  custom-house  officers, 
when  acting  for  private  convenience  or  safety.  About 
thirty  thousand  dollars  would  be  thus  saved. 

The  expense  of  the  police  force  has  attracted  attention, 
and  it  has  been  properly  suggested  that  it  can  be  used  for 
many  public  purposes,  for  which  the  city  now  pays  heavily. 

In  considering  the  cost  of  the  police,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  almost  entirely  made  up  of  salaries. 
This  department  disburses  little  money  for  any  other 
purpose.  It  makes  no  contracts  and  procures  no  supplies; 
and  is  confined  to  the  disbursement  of  such  sums,  for  com- 
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pensation  to  the  officers  and  men,  as  has  been  fixed  by  the 
Common  Council.  Be  it  more  or  less,  no  officer  connect¬ 
ed  with  it  is  in  any  way  responsible.  It  is  true,  that  much 
duty,  now  performed  by  subordinates  under  other  depart¬ 
ments,  can  be  performed  by  the  police,  without  impairing 
its  efficiency.  My  direction  has  already  been  given  to  the 
patrolmen  to  act  as  street  inspectors,  and  to  report,  through 
their  officers,  to  me,  every  instance  when  the  contractor 
fails  to  clean  the  streets  within  his  district.  They  have 
also  been  required  to  report  all  excavations  made  under 
the  side-walks  or  streets,  by  builders  or  others,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  supply  information  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Streets,  by  which  he  can  collect  the  legal  claims  of  the 
city  for  appropriating  to  private  use  any  portion  of  the 
streets. 

If  my  recommendation  of  consolidating  all  business  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  streets  into  one  department,  is  carried  out, 
many  collateral  branches  can  be  put  under  the  Police  De¬ 
partment,  without  any  detriment  to  it  whatever. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  several  duties  of  police¬ 
men  are  entirely  too  light,  in  view  of  the  necessity  of  ma¬ 
terially  lessening  the  number  of  public  officers. 

It  is  for  you  to  legislate  upon  this  recommendation,  and 
you  will  find  me  ready  to  enforce  its  practical  operation. 

SPRING  CHARTER  ELECTION. 

I  cannot  omit  expressing  my  conviction  that  much  bene¬ 
fit  could  be  derived  to  the  city,  by  separating  the  election 
for  charter  officers  from  that  for  state  or  national  officers. 

As  now  conducted  our  local  interests  are  almost  entire¬ 
ly  lost  sight  of  in  the  conflict  on  state  or  national  issues. 
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As  the  lesser  is  always  absorbed  by  the  greater,  so  is  the 
apparently  smaller  affairs  of  our  city  government  lost  sight 
of  in  the  contest  on  candidates  for  higher  offices. 

The  magnitude  of  our  municipal  interests  calls  for  the 
closest  scrutiny  into  the  qualifications  of  persons  to  take 
charge  of  them,  no  other  considerations  than  those  connected 
directly  with  local  questions  should  be  included  in  the  can¬ 
vass,  for  city  rulers.  The  evils  of  frequent  elections  are 
of  little  importance  as  compared  with  the  danger  of  the 
selection  of  improper  men.  In  the  struggle  for  a  gover¬ 
nor  or  a  president,  persons  entirely  disqualified  will  some¬ 
times  slide  unobserved  into  a  local  place  of  trust  and 
power. 

The  election  latw,  which  places  the  candidates  for  coun¬ 
ty  officers  on  the  same  ballot  with  candidates  for  state 
officers,  increases  the  evil.  At  the  late  election  there  were 
twelve  names  on  the  same  ballot ;  in  the  haste  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  election  day,  it  is  very  difficult  for  even  the  most 
intelligent  voter  to  select  the  names  for  whom  he  de¬ 
sires  to  vote  when  found  upon  the  same  ticket;  but  where 
the  duty  is  imposed  upon  the  illiterate  or  ignorant,  it  is 
seldom  exercised,.especially  if  there  be  a  cunningly  devised 
ballot,  not  permitting  erasure  or  substitution. 

CENTRAL  PARK. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  open  the  Central  Park, 
are  progressing  with  the  work — since  the  organization  of 
the  Board,  it  has  collected  and  examined  evidence  of  title 
to  the  lauds  to  be  taken  for  the  park;  in  causing  the  neces¬ 
sary  surveys,  maps  of  blocks  and  profiles  of  grades  to  be 
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made;  in  personal  view  of  the  lands  to  be  taken,  and  in 
procuring  such  information  in  regard  thereto,  as  may 
serve  to  guide  to  a  just  valuation  of  the  same;  also  in  de¬ 
termining  the  area  of  assessment  for  special  benefit,  and 
procuring  maps  of  the  same,  and  in  procuring  evidence  of 
the  value  of  the  improvements  on  the  land  to  be  taken, 
and  are  now  engaged  in  the  valuation  of  the  lands  them¬ 
selves.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  park  is  to  be 
bounded  south  by  Fifty-ninth  street,  north  by  One  hundred 
and  sixth  street,  east  by  the  Fifth  avenue,  and  west  by  the 
Eighth  avenue;  and  will  comprehend  an  area  of  seven  hund¬ 
red  and  seventy-six  acres,  say . 

From  which  deduct,  State  Arsenal . 

Croton  Reservoir. ... 

Proposed  “  »  . . . . 

Streets  and  Avenues.. 

Belonging  to  the  City 

Leaving  to  be  paid  for — acres. .  .  . . * ■ 

Which,  by  estimating  at  sixteen  lots  per  acre,  makes  six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eight  lots  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
city,  and  by  assessments  upon  contiguous  property.  The  im¬ 
portant  question  of  the  valuation  of  these  lots  have  not  as 
yet  been  positively  fixed  by  the  commissioners.  The  sub¬ 
ject  is  now  before  them,  and  I  advise  all  who  are  interest¬ 
ed  to  appear  at  their  office.  Another  question  of  much 
public  interest,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  is  the  terri¬ 
torial  limit  to  which  the  commissioners  shall  extend 
their  assessments  upon  property  of  individuals,  and  what 
proportion  of  the  whole  cost  shall  be  made  a  tax  upon  the 
city. 
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These  questions  are  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
commissioners.  I  am  informed,  unofficially,  that  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  Board  is  to  extend  the  area  of  assessment 
three  blocks  east  and  west,  and  a  greater  distance  north 
and  south;  and  to  make  two  thirds  of  the  whole  cost  pay¬ 
able  by  the  city.  If  this  be  the  determination,  it  can  be 
easily  ascertained  about  what  sum  the  park  will  cost.  Esti¬ 
mating  the  average  value  of  the  land  at  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  lot — a  liberal  estimate — the  whole  cost  would  be 
three  millions  one  hundred  and  four  thousand  dollars  ; 
deduct  one  third  to  be  paid  by  individuals  whose  property 
is  supposed  to  be  benefited,  it  will  leave  two  millions 
sixty-nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  for  by  the  city — a 
smaller  sum  than  was  anticipated  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  act.  The  commissioners  expect  to  close  their  duties 
early  in  the  ensuing  summer.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  the  necessity  of  some  such  park  conveniently  located 
on  this  island.  In  my  opinion,  future  generations,  who 
are  to  pay  this  expense,  would  have  good  reasons  for  re¬ 
flecting  upon  the  present  generation,  if  we  permitted  the 
entire  island  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  "population,  with¬ 
out  some  spot  like  this,  devoted  to  rural  beauty,  healthful 
recreation,  and  pure  atmosphere. 

NEW  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  are  still  without  some  defi¬ 
nite  action  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  year  since  the  old  Alms¬ 
house  buildings,  which  for  several  years  were  used  for  the 
purposes  of  a  court-house,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  no 
conclusion  has  yet  been  arrived  at  with  reference  to  the 
erection  of  a  substitute.  This  should  be  one  of  the  first 
measures  to  receive  attention. 
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The  present  City  Hall  and  its  appendages  are  insuffi¬ 
cient.  The  accumulation  of  public  business  of  all  kinds 
has  rendered  it  imperative  upon  this  city,  regardless 
of  expense,  to  make  provision  for  it  without  delay.  Many 
plans  for  a  new  City  Hall  have  been  proposed,  none  of 
which  have^een  examined  by  me,  and  of  which  I  am  not 
competent  to  judge,  had  they  been.  I  will  suggest,  how¬ 
ever,  that  inasmuch  as  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant  when 
that  portion  of  the  city  lying  south  of  Grand  street  will 
be  entirely  occupied  by  wholesale  business,  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  resident  population,  and  that,  as  a  City  Hall,  to  con¬ 
tain  the  courts  and  offices  for  the  transaction  of  municipal 
business  should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  numerical  centre 
of  population,  whether  it  is  politic  to  expend  large  sums 
of  money  in  permanent  improvements  in  the  Park,  as  now 
located.  We  have  no  guarantee  that  the  next  generation 
may  not  demand  their  removal  to  a  more  convenient  posi¬ 
tion.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  public  offices,  to  which 
all  classes,  without  distinction,  are  drawn,  should  be 
equally  accessible  to  the  whole  population. 

Nor  can  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  re¬ 
cently  made  in  the  Common  Council,  by  which  the  legis¬ 
lature  is  to  appoint  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  a  new  City  Hall.  The  folly  of  transferring 
further  legislation  for  this  city  to  Albany,  except  to  get  a 
a  charter  that  will  return  to  it  a  form  of  government  com¬ 
mensurate  to  its  wants,  is  so  apparent,  that  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  indulged  in  again.  One  legislative  act  after  an¬ 
other  has  been  adopted  at  Albany,  until  we  are  almost 
without  any  government  whatever.  There  is  now  in  pre¬ 
paration  a  proposition  for  the  legislature  to  appoint  six 
commissioners,  with  power  to  name  every  officer  under 
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the  city  government,  which,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  give 
the  extinguishing  blow  to  what  little  power  is  left  to  the 
people  of  this  city  over  their  own  municipal  affairs. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

Complaints  are  made  of  the  largely  increasing  expense 
for  public  school  education,  and  jbe  want  of  power  of  the 
city  government  over  the  disbursements  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  this  subject,  and  though 
there  is,  no  doubt,  room  for  improvement  as  it  regards  the 
economy  evinced  in  the  erection  and  fitting  up  of  school- 
houses,  yet  the  benefits  derived  from  the  system  are  of  too 
great  a  magnitude  to  be  jeoparded  by  illiberality  in  de¬ 
fraying  its  cost. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  general  approval  of  our 
public  schools,  as  now  condncted,  that  induces  the  people 
to  submit  to  the  present  onerous  taxation.  The  great  im¬ 
provements  in  the  mode  of  culture  adopted,  and  the  evi¬ 
dent  advantage  of  the  public  schools  over  the  private 
schools  of  this  city,  have  made  them  the  general  academies 
of  tuition/or  the  children  of  nearly  the  whole  population. 
The  cost  to  us  in  taxation  is  not  one  fifth  the  usual  expense 
for  an  ordinary  pay  school  education.  Indeed  there  are 
few  real  estate  owners,  with  families,  who  cannot  get  his 
whole  tax  returned  by  sending  his  children  to  the  public 
schools,  with  the  advantage  of  a  better  and  more  thorough 
education,  and  a  discipline  and  moral  training  far  more 
perfect  than  our  fashionable  “  academies  for  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  ”  can  pretend  to. 

Therefore,  while  discountenancing  extravagance  in  any 
public  department,  yet  having  full  confidence  in  the  gentle- 
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men  who  have  charge  of  the  public  education  of  this  city, 
and  deeply  appreciating  the  system,  I  cannot  recommend 
any  step  towards  interfering  with  the  management  of  it,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  improve  in  efficiency  and  public 
benefit;  and  holds,  as  it  does  now,  the  position  of  our 
brightest  ornament,  with  the  prospect  of  being  the  fruitful 
source,  from  whence  we  are  to  derive  yet  higher  honor,  and 
more  brilliant  results. 

REVISION  OP  THE* ORDINANCES. 

I  cannot  too  earnestly  impress  upon  you  the  necessity 
of  a  revision  and  a  collecting  of  the  ordinances  into  one  or 
more  volumes,  and  a  codification  of  the  laws  applicable  to 
this  city.  It  would  be  almost  incredible  to  a  stranger  to 
be  told  that  there  is  no  collection  of  the  laws  by  which 
this  city  is  governed. 

A  collection  of  ordinances  has  not  been  published  since 
1845,  and  of  that  but  few  copies  remain;  since  1845  mate¬ 
rial  amendments  have  been  made  to  the  charter,  and 
numerous  resolutions  and  ordinances  have  been  adopted, 
which  are  now  to  be  found  only  by  a  voyage  of  discovery 
in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Aldernym,  with 
the  chance  being  very  much  against  success,  even  with  the 
guide  of  the  accommodating  officers  who  have  charge  of 
that  office.  The  memory  of  persons  who  have  for  many 
years  been  connected  with  the  Common  Council  is  the  only 
index  in  existence. 

The  mere  statement  of  the  fact,  will,  I  am  confident, 
procure  action. 

THE  DOCKS. 

The  dock  accommodations  for  the  shipping  of  the  city, 
is  another  subject  which  should  receive  notice.  You  need 
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not  be  informed  that  at  present  they  are  totally  inadequate, 
both  in  extent  and  quality.  There  is  no  commercial  city 
in  the  world,  of  the  magnitude  of  New  York,  so  deficient; 
substantial  stone  or  iron  docks  and  piers  should  be  con¬ 
structed,  which  would  not  only  be  durable,  but  in  the  re¬ 
sult  for  more  economical  than  those  now  in  use. 

A  funded  debt  could  be  created  for  the  payment  of  the 
cost,  leaving  to  posterity,  who  are  to  be  the  recipients  of 
the  advantages  derived  from  the  construction,  the  liqui¬ 
dation  of  the  obligation.  The  present,  as  well  as  the  fu¬ 
ture  accommodations  for  the  shipping,  which  constitute  so 
great  an  element  in  our  prosperity,  demand  some  action  at 
your  hands  on  this  subject. 

NON-PAYMENT  OP  CONTRACTORS  AND  OTHERS. 

Much  distress  has  recently  been  caused  to  persons  having 
demands  against  the  city,  owing  to  the  non-payment  of 
salaries,  and  for  supplies  furnished,  and  contracts  per¬ 
formed.  Great  injury  has  resulted  to  many  individuals  of 
small  means  from  this  cause.  At  any  time,  disappoint¬ 
ments  of  this  kind  bear  oppressively,  but  at  a  period  of 
great  monetary  stringency,  like  the  present,  it  is  a  hard¬ 
ship  exceedingly  onerous,  and  should  not  again  occur. 
Besides  the  wrong  done  to  the  party  having  a  just  claim, 
in  omitting  to  meet  the  demand,  the  injury  to  the  treasury 
is  not  insignificant.  We  need  not  be  told  that  a  poor 
paymaster  has  to  pay  higher* prices  than  he  who  meets  his 
engagements  promptly. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  city  creditors 
will  provide  themselves  against  the  loss  arising  from  the 
difficulty  in  getting  their  dues,  by  charging  sufficiently  to 
cover  the  loss  arising  from  these  delays.  Without  recom- 


Doc.  No.  5.) 


32 


mending  any  relaxation  in  adherence  to  the  laws  and  or¬ 
dinances  governing  the  disbursement  of  money,  I  can¬ 
not  omit  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  take  immediate 
means  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  so  great  an  evil  to  the 
creditors  of  the  city,  and  preserve  its  faith  and  credit  from 
dishonor. 


RELIEF  TO  BROADWAY. 

Another  relief  to  the  citizens  could  be  found  in  the 
adoption  of  some  mode  to  prevent  the  large  collection  of 
omnibuses  in  Broadway  below  the  Park.  In  my  opinion 
this  evil  should  not  be  longer  permitted. 

If  the  stages  now  permitted  to  go  to  the  South  ferry 
were  limited  to  one  half  the  present  number,  the  whole 
difficulty  would  be  remedied.  The  many  lines  entering 
Broadway  below  the  Park,  not  only  obstruct  the  passage 
of  each  other,  but  frequently  cut  off,  entirely,  the  passage 
of  smaller  vehicles.  Foot  passengers  are  excluded  almost 
entirely  from  the  cross-walks. 

This  evil  is  increasing,  though  the  police,  at  an  expense 
to  the  city,  is  kept  on  duty  to  prevent  disorder,  and  to 
aid  passengers  in  crossing. 

The  present  laws  deprive  the  Mayor  of  power  over 
the  omnibuses,  so  far  as  controlling  their  routes  or  their 
number,  but  I  recommend  that  an  ordinance  be  passed 
preventing  any  one  line  sending  more  than  one  stage  in 
ten  minutes,  below  the  Park,  in  Broadway.  The  little  in¬ 
convenience  which  this  restriction  would  cause  to  persons 
having  business  below  the  Park  would  be  of  no  considera¬ 
tion  compared  to  the  present  difficulties. 
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I  also  recommend  that  the  Russ  pavement  in  Broadway 
be  grooved.  Though  this  beautiful  and  durable  pavement 
is  an  ornament  as  well  as  advantage  to  the  city,  yet  its 
smoothness  renders  it  dangerous  to  horses.  Its  solidity 
retains  moisture,  which,  when  freezing,  presents  a  surface 
of  ice,  rendering  its  use  extremely  dangerous. 

CATTLE  DRIVING. 

The  practice  of  driving  cattle  through  the  streets  of  the 
city  is  another  evil  calling  for  prompt  action.  It  is  an 
abuse  which  our  citizens  have  submitted  to  too  long.  In 
my  opinion  this  Common  Council  will  deserve  the  severest 
censure,  if  like  its  predecessors,  it  timidly  skulks  from  its 
duty  in  ridding  us  of  this  dangerous  nuisance.  Not  only 
is  the  health  of  the  whole  population  jeoparded  by  the  un¬ 
wholesome  odors  arising  from  the  collection  of  these  ani¬ 
mals,  but  it  not  unfrequently  occurs  that  life,  limb  and 
property  are  destroyed  by  it. 

DIRTY  STREETS. 

In  April,  1854,  contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  clean¬ 
ing  of  the  streets  and  avenues  of  the  city.  The  specifica¬ 
tions  of  these  contracts  are  stringent,  and  there  would  be 
no  cause  of  complaint  if  the  contractors  performed  them. 
They  provide  that  every  thoroughfare  shall  be  thoroughly 
and  properly  cleaned  and  swept,  and  all  the  dirt,  manure, 
ashes,  garbage,  rubbish  and  sweepings,  of  every  kind, 
removed,  twice  a  week;  and  in  Broadway  and  the  leading 
avenues  three  limes  a  week.  If  these  conditions  were 
complied  with,  there  could  be  no  grounds  of  complaint. 

I  regret  to  say  they  have  not  been  complied  with,  and 
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though  it  is  stated  that  in  consequence  of  the  low  rates  at 
which  the  contracts  were  taken,  compliance  is  impossible, 
without  heavy  loss;  yet,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  other 
resource  than  to  demand  a  rigid  fulfillment.  If  contracts 
are  to  be  thrown  up,  or  only  half  performed,  at  the  will 
of  contractors,  because  not  profitable,  the  bargain  is  all  on 
one  side.  Under  this  ruling,  the  city  is  to  suffer  in  any 
event.  So  far  as  the  law  gives  me  power,  I  shall  require 
a  strict  compliance  with  the  existing  contracts  to  clean  the 
streets;  and  that  I  may  know  which  of  the  contractors  are 
derelict,  the  police  have  been  ordered  to  make  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  streets,  in  their  several  beats,  the  subject  of 
observation,  and  to  report,  every  day,  the  result. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  make  any  recommendations  with 
reference  to  the  Executive  Departments  not  alluded  to 
herein.  I  shall  communicate  to  you,  from  time  to  time, 
such  matters  relating  to  them  as  call  for  your  action. 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 
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Mayor’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  January  2,  1855.  j 

His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir: — There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  for  many  years, 
this  port  has  been  made  a  sort  of  penal  colony  for  felons 
and  paupers,  by  the  local  authorities  of  several  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  European  nations.  The  desperate  character  of  a 
portion  of  the  people  arriving  here  from  those  countries, 
together  with  the  increase  of  crime  and  misery  among  that 
class  of  our  population,  with  other  facts  before  us,  prove, 
conclusively,  that  such  is  the  case. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  gross  wrong  thus  per¬ 
petrated  upon  this  city.  It  requires  from  me  no  allusion 
to  the  jeopardy  of  our  lives  and  property  from  this  cause. 
Men  who,  by  a  long  career  of  crime  and  destitution  have 
learned  to  recognize  no  laws,  either  civil  or  natural,  can¬ 
not  fail  to  produce  feelings  of  terror  at  their  approach. 

The  inherent  right  of  every  community  to  protect  itself 
from  dangers  arising  from  such  emigration,  cannot  be 
questioned.  New  York  has  submitted  to  it  long  enough. 
The  disease  and  pauperism  arriving  here,  almost  daily 
from  abroad,  is,  of  itself,  a  sufficient  evil;  but  when  to  it 
is  added  crime,  we  must  be  permitted  to  remonstrate.  We 
ask  the  interference  of  the  general  government;  as  it  is 
its  duty  to  protect  us  from  foreign  aggression,  with  ball 
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and  cannon,  so  is  it  its  duty  to  protect  us  against  an 
enemy  more  insidious  and  destructive,  though  coming  in 
another  form. 

I  call  your  attention  to  this  subject,  hoping  it  will  re¬ 
ceive  from  you  that  action  which  its  very  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  whole  country  demands. 

1  am  very  truly,  yours,  <fcc., 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 


(B) 

Mayor’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  January  1, 1855.  f 

Sir: — I  inclose  to  you,  through  the  Chief  of  Police,  cer¬ 
tain  instructions  to  the  men  under  your  command,  to  which 
I  ask  your  attention. 

You  will  see  that  every  requirement  is  complied  with, 
and  that  the  results  be  reported  every  day  to  the  Chief  at 
his  office,  in  your  usual  morning  return.  I  will  also  take 
this  occasion  to  ask  of  you  the  most  rigid  adherence  to 
the  rules  and  'regulations  governing  the  Department,  and 
to  express  the  hope  that  discipline  will  be  observed,  without 
relaxation,  in  your  district.  Discipline  can  only  be  main¬ 
tained  by  a  regard  to  the  smallest  requirements  of  the 
service  :  it  requires  compliance  with  every  order ,  how¬ 
ever  trivial  or  apparently  unimportant— it  recognizes  no 
right  in  a  subordinate  to  judge  the  practicability  or  pro¬ 
priety  of  any  direction  issued  by  a  superior  officer.  You 
must  be  responsible  for  every  dereliction  of  duty  by  the 
force  under  your  command,  for  it  rarely  occurs  that  an 


37 


(Doc.  No.  5. 


efficient  and  faithful  captain  does  not  make  efficient  and 
faithful  men.  You  will  see  that  in  your  Station-house 
the  apartments  are  always  cleanly,  that  your  books  are 
correctly  and  regularly  kept,  and  that  no  games  are  play¬ 
ed  for  money,  or  profanity  permitted ;  that  religion  and 
politics  be  entirely  excluded  from  discussion;  that  loud 
talking  and  quarreling  be  prevented,  and  that  order,  de¬ 
corum  and  attention  to  public  duties  be  strictly  required. 

V  ery  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 

To  Capt. 


of  District. 


(0) 


Mayor’s  Office,  ( 
New  York,  January  1,  1855.  i 


Sir  : — I  have  this  day  assumed  the  office  of  head  of  the 
Police  Department  of  this  city,  and  shall  expect  and  re¬ 
quire  adherence  to  its  rules  and  regulations.  In  your 
hands  is  placed  the  care  of  the  property  and  lives,  as  well 
as  the  order,  peace,  and  outward  moral  deportment  of  the 
whole  community. 

Though  you  cannot  extirpate  vice,  you  can  do  much  to 
suppress  it.  Vigilance  and  an  honest  discharge  of  your 
duties,  will  not  only  enable  the  people  to  pay  more  for 
your  protection  by  reducing  the  expense  which  crime  pro¬ 
duces,  but  add  to  the  respectability  of  your  positions 
and  to  the  security  of  its  continuance.  There  is  now 
dissatisfaction  in  the  public  mind  with  the  apparent  in 
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efficiency  of  the  police.  There  should  be  no  c&use  for 
it !  Let  there  be  none  !  Your  duties  are  light ;  the  pay 
not  illiberal ;  your  social  standing  good  ;  and  the  term, 
for  which  appointed,  renders  you  independent  of  the  con¬ 
tingencies  to  which  the  operative  and  other  laboring 
classes  are  subjected.  You  hold  positions  of  trust  and 
honor  to  which  the  pride  and  ambition  of  any  man  need 
not  be  ashamed  to  aspire. 

It  is  made  my  duty  to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed  ; 
you  are  to  be  my  aids  in  effecting  this.  I  cannot  look 
over  the  whole  city  to  see  that  all  is  right ;  but  you  can 
for  me.  I  rely  uppn  you.  You  are  to  be  the  eyes  through 
which  the  theatre  of  my  duties  is  to  be  observed,  and  the 
messengers  to  convey  to  me,  through  your  officers,  faithful 
and  truthful  reports. 

In  addition  to  the  rules  and  regulations  now  in  force  in 
the  Department,  and  the  several  directions  therein,  you 
are  requested  to  take  note  of  and  comply  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

It  is  hereby  made  your  duty  to  report  every  day,  when 
on  duty,  to  your  commanding  officer,  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  ;  and  an  omission  to  do  so,  and  to  conform  to  every 
requirement  of  this  circular,  will  be  deemed  disobedience, 
and  punished  as  such. 

To  report  every  street  uncieaned,  in  your  patrol. 

Every  unlicensed  public-house  for  the  sale  of  liquor. 

Every  public-house  kept  open  on  the  Sabbath. 

Every  house  of  prostitution. 

Every  gambling-house. 

Every  street  not  lighted  at  the  proper  hour. 
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Every  street  or  side-walk  encumbered,  aud  the  party  or 
parties  offending. 

Every  excavation  made  under  the  side-walks  or  streets, 
by  builders,  or  others. 

Every  nuisance,  and  the  party  offending. 

Every  supposed  dereliction  by  any  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Every  violation  of  the  city  ordinances. 

You  are  further  directed  to  disperse  all  gatherings  of 
men.  or  boys  at  the  corners  of  the  streets  or  other  public 
places,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  where  disorder  is  produced. 

To  enforce  the  closing  of  public  houses  on  the  Sabbath 
day. 

To  protect  the  stranger  or  emigrant  from  extortion  or 
imposition.. 

To  remove  from  the  streets  all  beggars,  and  direct  them 
to  the  several  public  and  private  institutions  created  for 
their  relief. 

To  see  that  the  ordinances  for  the  removal  of  snow  and 
ice  from  the  side-walks  and  gutters  be  promptly  complied 
with. 

You  are  further  directed  to  arrest  for  creating  riot  or 
breaches  of  the  peace. 

For  being  intoxicated  and  disorderly  in  the  street. 

For  injuring  private  or  public  property. 

For  stopping  the  free  passage  of  the  cross-walks  by 
eartmen,  coachmen,  or  others. 
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For  throwing  offal,  garbage,  vegetables,  and  rubbish,  in 
the  streets. 

For  offences  of  any  kind  against  the  laws. 

Your  faithful  compliance  with  these  directions  is  re¬ 
quested.  Let  no  consideration  induce  'you  to  omit  one  of 
them. 

You  have  now  a  determined  chief  officer,  who  will  not  be 
indifferent  to  a  single  dereliction  of  duty  upon  the  part 
of  those  for  whose  conduct  he  is  responsible  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 
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B  0  A  E  D  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  8,  1855. 


The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Administra¬ 
tor  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed . 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen:— I,  Peter  B.»Sweeny,  Public  Administra¬ 
tor  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  compliance  with  the  requi¬ 
sitions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  hereby  submit 
a  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  the  Public  Administrator,  from  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1854,  to,  and  including  the  31st  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854. 
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Date  of  Letters  of 
Administration, 

M’ch  8,  1854. 

April  3,1854. 

Mch  15, 1854. 

“  20. 1854. 

Feb’y  18,1854. 

M’ch  20, 1S54. 

April  4,  1854. 

July  3, 1854. 

April  4,  1854. 

Feb’y  2,  1854. 

July  17,  1854. 

M’ch  6,  1854. 

April  12,  1854. 

“  21, 1854. 

g|L  §.  ss 

Amount 

distributed 

18  IS 

.  .  .  .  •  •  <2?  *  *  *  * 

.  .  •  .  CO  *  •  GS . 

....  . 

.  .  :  .  :  :  :  :  : 

01  96S 

Amount 

rotal  amt. 
of  debts 
iscertain’d 
and  ail’d. 

:  :  :  : 

. ©  •  •  ;  ;  o 

:  :  :  : 

rotal  amt.  ' 

of  expen- 

3  84 
8  68 
21  72 
36  75 
4S  14 
12  97 

26  50 
65  27 

1  06 

1  91 

7  00 

15  67 

8  53 

16  67 

83  02 
43  46 

11  49 
260  48 

5  00 

27  36 

2  15 

12  98 

65  82 

60  32 

11  00 

561  49 

608  40 

102  82 

26  98 

11  82 

13  0  C 

Total 
amount  of 
receipts. 

5  60 
24  50 
62  47 
85  00 
256  50 
30  03 

26  50 
100  00 

1  06 

1  91 
7  00 

35  14 
13  03 
47  40 

83  02 
148  16 
17  36 
260  48 
5  00 
123  35 

2  15 
30  35 

100  00 

171  62 

27  12 

1466  70 

i  608  40 

100  00 

117  37 
!  25  52 

i  13  97 

Moneys 
received 
for  Com¬ 
missions 

3  84 
8  68 
21  72 
36  75 
48  14 
12  97 
8  32 
19  77 
1  06 

1  91 

7  00 

15  67 

8  53 

16  67 

10  66 
43  46 

11  49 
34  02 

5  00 
27  36 

2  15 

12  9S 
19  32 
60  32 
11  00 

201  94 

12  30 

37  07 

26  9' 
11  82 
.  13  01 

Country^or  place  from 

if  he  were  not  a  resident 

of  this  state  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

England . 

Ireland . 

France . 

Norway . 

Aspinwall . 

Ireland . 

Hanover . 

Mobile . 

Ireland . . 

Germany . 

Ireland . 

Massachusetts. . . 

Ireland . 

New  York . 

Hanover . 

Baden . 

Hanover . 

Kingston,  N.  Y. . 

Ireland . 

....do . 

Place  of  residence  at  the  i 

time  of  death. 

New  York . 

At  sea . 

New  York . 

. . .  .do . 

....do . 

At  sea . 

New  York . 

_ do . 

At  sea . 

. . . .do . 

....do . 

....  do . 

New  York . 

Middlebrook,L .  I. 

New  York . 

At  sea . 

New  York . 

Boston . 

At  sea . 

Unknown . 

At  sea . 

iSTfiw  York . 

....do . 

....do . 

....  do . 

....do . 

New  Orleans. . . . 

New  York . 

At  sea . 

New  York . 

Occupation. 

Unknown . 

Stoker . 

Tonehor  . . 

Tailor . 

Merchant . 

Sailor . 

Oysterman . 

Laborer  . . 

Unknown . 

Fireman . . 

Unknown . . 

....  do . 

Engraver . 

Laborer . 

Grocer . 

Colored). . 

Actress . 

Seaman . 

Gentleman . 

Seaman . 

Grocer . * . 

Butcher . 

Grocer . 

Merchant . 

Boatman . 

Salesman . 

Seaman . 

Cake  vender . 

SB 

:2j1 

is* 

<51“ 

Francis  McGuirk . 

Hyacinthe  Van  Damme 

Peter  Wanam . 

John  Barton . 

Martin  Grogan . 

Mary  Cahill . 

rvwy  . . 

Henry  Michaelis - ... 

William  Clendening. . . 

Thomas  Sweeny . 

Wm.orAd’ph  Eberwein 

John  O’Connor . 

John  McDonald . 

Henry  Sampson . 

Mary  Keating  or  Austin 

Anne  J.  Barrett . 

Daniel  Donovan . 

Abraham  Labagh . 

George  Wilson  ....... 

Henry  Dieckmeyer . 

Leopold  Wirtz . 

Lewis  Nieschlag . 

Henry  11.  Lawrence . . . 

Thomas  Cassidy . 

James  Karney . 

Charles  Wallace . 

John  Bromley . 

J 


9 


(Doc.  No.  6. 


t  i.i  miMM-.;  umm, 

s  s'  s'  sfsfsf  a  a«f  s's  asfs'a 


2 


Doc,  No.  6.) 


10 


11 


(Doc.  No.  6. 

-  I-  -  IS- i 


-s  s 

.  m.  . «. 


aog  o 

g?o  ta; 


:S 
j  § 

©  •  eg  •  •  •  ©.©  ;  ;  g  ;  © 

|5  i 

55  50  . 

8S  50 

25S  13 

14  19 
65  67 
1  00 
116  42 
7  56 

30  80 
48  28 
13  75 

9  62 
9  15 
13  16 
50  14 

6  63 

41  74 
162  02 

9  68 

31  25 

2  27 
23  46 
26  92 

180  24 

10  22 

7  29 

3  87! 
9  63 

219  99 

88  81 

87 

111  47 

9  53 

50  00 

184  07 

434  00 

6  90 

25  58 

50  00 

74  42i 
91  69 

237  03 

16  7b 
100  00 

67  5b 
34  73 

17  75 
9  15 

15  79 
188  78 
10  50 

88  37 
118  83 

45  74 
110  86 

100  28! 

124  53 

180  24 

17  38 

18  49 

35  47 

591  16 

200  00 

285  01 

16  30 

50  00 

755  30 

1027  90 

13  84 

120  00 

50  00 

5s 

64  92 

7  56 
30  80 
11  62 
13  75 

9  62 
9  15 

8  16 
39  64 

6  63 

36  74 
82  02 

9  68 
28  50 

23  46 

26  92 

20  00 

10  22 

7  29 

£33 

S05 

.  95  57 

.  175  00 

.  6  90 

.  25  58 

.  20  87 
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REPORT  OF  BALANCES 

Standing  to  the  credit  of  the  following  estates,  unclaimed  by  kin  or  other¬ 
wise,  and  paid  into  the  City  Treasury,  December  30th,  1854,  by  Peter 
.  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator. 


ESTATE. 

Bridget  Dolan .  $11  11 

A.  J.  Wolff .  6  04 

Maria  Cramer .  30  01 

Henry  Hoff .  11  67 

Edward  Kingston .  15  38 

Charles  Wellman .  69  39 

Benjamin  Johnson .  46  41 

Patrick  Cornell _ .....  98  53 

M.  Jordan .  31  56 

Thomas  Tenoyer .  3  63 

John  Moore .  17  89 

Doctor  Poysen .  1  96 

C.  Gonzales .  3  48 

C.  McMurray .  9  20 

Charles  Baker .  2  29 

Elizabeth  D.  Bruce .  83  07 

Thomas  Hackett .  52  80 

James  Blem .  218  18 

William  Oberdieck .  293  21 

John  Adams .  3  98 

Charles  Smith,  or  Brown,  2  76 

Mary  Coady,  or  Cody.. .  340  08 

John  Hoffman .  87  13 

William  S.  Bolton .  29  67 

Philip  Campbell .  14  92 

DoraMaginnis . * .  101  00 

Mary  Ann  Wolff .  154  24 

Peter  Lawless .  89  37 

Daphne  Myers .  56  94 

Jesse  Mason .  3  65 

William  McLaughlin. . .  28  36 

M.  Donohue .  14  88 

C.  W.  Ross .  1  46 

Robert  Dyson .  2  66 


Public  Administrator’s  Office,  ( 
New  York,  January  8th,  1854.  \ 


ESTATE. 

Philip  L.  Pratt .  116  13 

C.  Grambusch .  1  51 

J.  Bills .  1  30 

J.  Kennedy .  l  07 

Thomas  Swale .  116  21 

Isaac  Day .  919 

P.  O’Neil .  104  80 

M.  Sullivan .  137  96 

Susan  Hayes .  152  17 

Robert  Warner .  18  04 

William  Williamson. ...  21  83 

Alois  Huber .  35  39 

John  W.  Ledem .  1  20 

A.  Metscher .  122 

P’r  Neilson,  or  Peterson,  6  34 

Robert  Young .  72  00 

William  Stevens,  2d. .  . .  13  88 

Owen  Miller .  14  73 

Jeremiah  H.  Snowden. .  19  19 

Charles  Brandt .  27  02 

Timothy  Mason .  23  81 

Randolph  Serai .  25  47 

Phides  G.  Clark .  16  33 

William  Ebert .  72  56 

Hugh  Young .  96  35 

F.  G.  Gaiser .  1  28 

John  McNeil .  113  00 

August  Boffet .  3  00 

Thomas  Reeves .  7  00 

William  Robertson .  7  54 

Alice  Keenan .  19  47 

Ichabod  Jackson .  18  67 

John  Sullivan .  35  37 

Sabina  Dogherty .  123  00 

Total . $3,370  99 


PETER  B.  SWEENY, 

Public  Administrator. 
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The  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  account  with  Peter  B.  Sweeny, 
Public  Administrator. 


1854. 
Jan’y  24, 


Feb’y  2, 
“  4, 


“  13, 
M’ch  4, 


Ap’l  10, 


July  31, 
Aug.  31 


;  rent  of  office  to  Jan’y. 

1854 . . 

1  cleaning  office . 

:  rent  of  store-room  to  1st 

Feb’y,  1854 . 

‘  advertising  ann.  report 
in  Nat’l  Democrat.. 

L  preparing  report . 

c  box  rent  and  postage . . 
£  post,  to  Albany  Argus, 
‘  affidavit  to  monthly  ret. 
‘  gas  fixtures  in  office . . . 
‘  advertising  ann.  report 
in  Albany  Argus. 

‘  carpet  for  office . : . . 

£  affidavits . 


do 


e  repairs  and  fixtures  for 

office . .  •  •  • 

'•  rent  of  office  to  April  1. 

1854. . . . 

£  fuel,  lights  and  clean’g 


!  postage . 

‘  affidavit . 

£  postage . . 

‘  stage  fare  and  affidav’s, 

1  rent  of  store-room  to  1st 

May,  1854 . 

£  affidavits. . . .  ^ 

£  postage . 

£  papering  walls  of  office, 

‘  postage,  A.  Hayes 

£  affidavits . 

£  repairs  to  sign. . . . 

£  rent  of  office  to  date.. . 

‘  postage  and  affidavit, 

£  stage  fare . . 

£  postage . 

‘  affidavit . 

£  preparing  and  serving 
1,000  notices  or  v,/'- 

tels,  &c . 

‘  rent  of  store-room  to  1st 

August,  1854 . 

£  affidavit  and  postage 
£  rent  of  office  to  date. . . 
:£  cleaning  office. . . , 

i£  affidavit . 

!£  rent  of  store-room  to  1st 
November,  1854. 

postages.... . 

i£  subpoena  and  stage  fare 
affidavit . 


do 


£  stage  fare . 

£  F.  W.  Edmonds,  City 
Chamberlain,  bal’ 
of  commissions. ... 


1854 
Ap’l  11, 

June  30, 
Nov.  10, 
■Dec.  16, 
Dec.  30, 


100  00 
77  81 
50 


75  0< 
24  00 
l: 


By  storage  ch’ed 

“  do  do  do 
do 

do  do  do 
commiss’ 
moneys  rec’d 
during  the  yr. 
1854,  by  Pet. 
B.  Sweeny, 
Pub.  Admin¬ 
istrator. 


37  00 
45  00 
69  25 
28  00 


$2,369  87 


$2,549  12 


PETER  B.  SWEENY,  Public  Adminiitrator. 
Public  Administrator’s  Office,  > 

New  York,  January  3rd,  1855.  S 
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To  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Mew  York: 

The  Public  Administrator  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
pursuance  of  Chapter  Second,  Section  449,  of  the  Ordi¬ 
nances,  organizing  the  City  Departments,  entitled  “  The 
Bureau  of  the  Public  Administrator,”  herewith  submits 
the  following  Report  of  the  Titles  of  Actions  prosecuted 
by  or  against  him,  and  now  pending  and  undetermined, 
together  with  other  information  in  respect  thereto. 

ACTIONS  PROSECUTED  BY  THE  PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATOR. 
NEW  YORK  SUPREME  COURT. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  William  G-.  Engelhart,  deceased, 
agst. 

John  Dowley. 

This  action  is  brought  to  recover  $1,950  and  interest,  on 
a  promissory  note. 

NEW  YORK  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra- 
■  tor  of  Henry  Turpin, 
agst. 

Thomas  Carnley. 

This  action  is  instituted  against  a  surviving  partner  of 
the  intestate,  for  an  account  and  settlement  of  the  partner¬ 
ship  business. 

NEW  YORK  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Blum,  deceased, 
agst. 

William  Bechtner. 

3 
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This  action  is  instituted  to  recbver  the  sum  of  $600, 
claimed  to  belong  to  the  deceased,  and  wrongfully  detain¬ 
ed  by  the  defendant. 

NEW  YORK  SUPREME  COURT. 

Peter  B .  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  Leopold  &  David  Collin, 
agst. 

The  New  York  State  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

An  action  to  recover  $1,000  insurance  money. 

,  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

Peter  B .  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor,  &c.,  of  John  L.  H.  McCrackan,  deceased, 
agst. 

Enoch  R.  Ware. 

Action  for  settlement  of  account  of  joint  adventures. 

NEW  YORK  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

Enoch  R.  Ware, 
agst- 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  &c. 

Cross  action  on  said  subject  matter. 

NEW  YORK  SUPREME  COURT. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  &c., 
agst. 

Enoch  R.  Ware. 

Action  on  contract  relative  to  deposit  of  certain  pro¬ 
perty. 
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ACTIONS  AGAINST  THE  PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATOR. 

NEW  YORK  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

William  J.  Wetmore, 
agst. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  G-uiseppe  De  Begnis,  deceased . 

An  action  to  recover  $250,  for  services  and  expenses. 

NEW  YORK  SUPREME  COURT. 

Eliza  Ann  Cropsey,  by  her  next  friend,  Albert  B.  Ridgway, 
agst. 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  James  Ridgway,  deceased. 

An  action  to  recover  $40,000,  for  services  rendered  the 
deceased. 


NEW  YORK  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Sarah  O.  Penfield,  by  her  next  friend,  Francis  Penfield, 
agst . 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator,  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  Hugh  Roberts,  deceased. 

An  action  to  recover  the  sum  of  about  $1,500,  being  the 
amount  of  a  deposit  in  the  Seaman’s  Savings  Bank,  claimed 
by  the  plaintiff. 


NEW  YORK  SUPREME  COURT. 

The  Continental  Insurance  Company, 
agst. 

Thomas  Carnley, -Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator, 
and  administrator  of  Henry  Turpin,  deceased. 


DOCUMENT  No.  7. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  11,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Repairs  and 
Supplies,  adverse  to  confirming  the  award  for  stationery, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Repairs  and  Supplies,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  relative 
to  proposals  to  furnish  stationery  for  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Board  of  Health  and  the 
Departments,  Bureaux  and  Officers  of  the  Corporation,  re. 
spectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject,  and  find,  that 
contrary  to  the  custom  hitherto  pursued  and  established  by 
the  ordinances,  the  Comptroller  has,  on  his  own  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  without  the  slightest  shadow  of  fairness,  made 
selections  of  such  articles  from  the  different  proposals,  as* 
according  to  his  peculiar  system  of  economy,  he  thought 
could  be  had,  at  the  lowest  cost,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of 
all  the  other  articles  on  the  list,  and  without  regard  tq  the 
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Three  actions  under  this  title,  each  instituted  to  fore, 
close  a  mortgage. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PETER  B.  SWEENY, 
Public  Administrator. 

Dated,  New  York,  December,  1854.  .  , 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Peter  B.  Sweeny,  Public  Administrator  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  the  annexed 
account  contains  a  true  statement  of  the  moneys  received 
for  commissions  and  expenses,  and  of  the  total  amount  of 
his  receipts  and  expenditures  in  each  case  in  which  the 
Public  Administrator  has  taken  charge  of  and  collected 
any  effects,  or  in  which  he  shall  have  administered  on  any 
estates  during  the  year  1854;  with  the  name  of  the  deceas¬ 
ed,  his  addition,  the  place  of  his  residence  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  if  known,  and  the  country  or  place  from  which 
he  came,  if  he  was  not  a  resident  of  this  State  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 


PETER  B.  SWEENY, 


Public  Administrator. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  ) 
day  of  January,  1854.  ) 

James  M.  Sweeny, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds . 
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aggregate  estimates  presented  by  each  bidder.  This 
course,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  entirely  unprecedented,  and, 
if  permitted  in  this  instance,  may  lead  to  abuses  of  the 
worst  description  hereafter. 

That  this  Board  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  appreciate, 
to  its  fullest  extent,  the  manner  in  which  the  Comptroller 
has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  this  particular, 
your  Committee  deem  it  necessary  to  state,  that  if  the 
system  which  he  desires  to  adopt  is  carried  out  by  the 
Common  Council,  it  will  be  injurious  to  the  city,  and  com¬ 
pletely  nullify  the  contract  system  altogether. 

It  will  appear,  by  the  annexed  papers,  that  the  Comp¬ 
troller  advertised  for  proposals  for  stationery,  and  that 
seven  bids  were  made  by  the  following  named  persons,  who 
are  engaged  in  the  business: 

Nathan  Lane  &  Co.,  No.  69  Wall  street. 

Myer  Phineas,  No.  100  William  street. 

Rich  &  Loutrel,  No.  61  William  street. 

Slote  &  Janes,  No.  96  Fulton  street. 

Bowne  &  Co.,  No.  150  Pearl  street. 

John  C.  Beale,  262  Broadway  and  No.  78  Wall  street. 

Now,  it  appears,  that  by  the  list  of  articles  selected, 
that  the  Comptroller  desires  to  award  to  each  of  the  above- 
named  persons  the  privilege  of  selling  to  the  city  such  ar^ 
tides  only  as  have  been  selected  by  him,  without  regard 
to  the  aggregate  amount  of  their  bids.  This  system,  while 
on  its  face  appearing  to  be  fair  and  equitable,  will  have 
the  effect,  practically,  of  throwing  the  great  bulk  of  the 
patronage  into  the  hands  of  one  house,  and,  at  the  full  re¬ 
tail  prices,  instead  of  the  low  contract  prices  which  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  various  bids.  Some  bidders,  owing  to 
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the  peculiar  method  adopted  by  the  Comptroller  of  decid¬ 
ing  on  the  various  bids,  have  signified  their  intention  not 
to  supply,  which  throws  the  furnishing  of  many  articles 
into  the  hands  of  the  house  referred  to,  who  stand  ready 
to  furnish  all,  or  any  articles  not  in  their  contract,  at  such 
prices  as  they  may  think  proper  to  charge. 

Upon  inquiry,  your  Committee  .find  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  procure  even  the  most  ordinary  description 
of  articles  at  the  prices  named,  and  they  feel  constrained 
to  state,  in  accordance  with  their  belief,  that  the  Comp 
troller  was  as  thoroughly  informed  on  this  matter  as  they 
were,  as  he  should  by  this  time  be  thoroughly  informed  in 
all  the  details  of  stationery,  having  made  the  subject  his 
especial  study  at  the  time,  and  ever  since  he  occupied  the 
high  position  of  Comptroller  of  the  state. 

Now  it  will  be  doubtless  evident  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  stationer,  no 
matter  how  low  his  rates,  to  furnish  separately,  any  of  the 
articles  at  the  prices  annexed,  without  serious  loss.  Those 
who  proposed  for  the  contracts,  never  imagined  the  rule, 
which  had  been  heretofore  established,  would  be  infringed 
in  this  instance,  and  they  consequently  acted  in  accordance 
with  their  usual  custom,  in  making  out  the  items,  putting 
down  some  of  the  articles  at  an  extremely  low  price,  and 
depending  on  the  aggregate  amount  for  their  profits. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  your  Committee  think  it  would 
be  most  advisable  to  have  a  contract  made  with  some  re¬ 
sponsible  house,  instead  of  bargaining  with  half  a  dozen 
different  persons,  and  to  hold  each  department  strictly  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  outlay,  under  their  own  respective  ex¬ 
penses.  In  making  this  suggestion,  they  are  actuated  by 
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tlio  belief,  that  it  would  further  the  ends  of  economy  in 
this  particular,  than  the  system  at  present  in  operation. 

While  your  Committee  agree  with  the  Comptroller  in 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment,  they  beg  leave  to  differ  with  him  in  his  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  of  accomplishing  so  desirable  a  result;  and  they  are 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  ends  of  justice  might  be  subserved 
in  a  more  honorable  way  than  that  proposed  by  the  official 
who  guards  the  city  treasury.  He  has  constituted  himself 
in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  the  guardian  over  the  con¬ 
sciences  of  the  officials  of  the  various  departments,  acting 
himself  with  all  the  unquestioned  authority  of  an  infalli¬ 
ble  head.  This  ability  is  not  confined  to  the  mere  pay¬ 
ment  of  bills,  but  extends  even  to  the  most  minute  details 
of  wax  and  wafers,  blotting  paper  and  ink  bottles,  all  of 
which  he  intends  to  keep  hereafter  stored  in  a  room,  which 
he  informed  your  Honorable  Body,  he  has  rented  at  the 
annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars.  This  he  has  consid¬ 
ered  necessary,  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  city  a  few 
thousand  dollars  in  the  year,  while  he  proposes  to  increase 
it  in  other  matters  of  expenditure  by  millions,  exhibiting 
again  in  this  his  remarkable  ability  in  dealing  with  details. 

The  citizens  of  this  great  metropolis  wonder  at  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree  of  attention  which  he  has  given  to  such 
a  trifling  matter;  in  view  of  the  fact,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  diminish  the  expenses  of  other  departments.  Your 
Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  award  for  sta¬ 
tionery,  presented  by  the  Comptroller,  be  not  confirmed. 

WM.  B.  DRAKE,  i  Committee 

SAMUEL  H.  MOSER,  V  on 

HENRY  HOFFMIRE, )  Repairs  and  Supplies. 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  November  27,  1854.  j 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Comptroller  advertised,  November  6,  for  proposals 
to  furnish  stationery  for  the  Common  Council,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Departments, 
Bureaux  and  Offices  of  the  Corporation;  seven  propositions 
were  received  and  opened  on  the  16th  instant,  at  which 
time  the  awards  were  made.  Statement  No.  1,  annexed, 
shows  to  whom  the  different  articles  were  awarded,  and 
the  pieces  in  each  case. 

The  original  proposals  are  also  annexed.  A  room  has 
been  rented  on  the  third  floor  of  Tryon  row,  at  the  corner 
of  Chatham  street,  at  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  stationery,  and  when  requisi¬ 
tions  are  made  upon  the  Comptroller  by  the  Departments 
and  Bureaux,  the  articles  will  be  furnished  under  his  di¬ 
rection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGGr,  Comptroller. 


STATEMENT  No.  1. 

AWARDS  OF  STATIONERY,  NOVEMBER  16,  1854. 
PAPER. 

5  reams  superfine  blue  medium,  N.  Lane  &  Co.  .$8  00 
10  “  “  wove  cap,  ...  3  00 

50  dozen  carbonic  paper,  “  ...  72 

50  reams  brief,  or  engrossing  paper,  J.  C.  Beale  2  75 
100  “  “  “  “  “  3  50 
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25  reams  laid  letter  plain,  J.  C.  Beale  $2  00 

20  44  damask  note,  “  1  75 

100  quires  blotting  (patent)  44  75 

500  sheets  parchment,  “  15 

10  quires  tracing  paper,  “  1  75 

100  reams  foolscap  paper,  Bowne  &  Co . 1  98 

5  “  flat  cap,  “  44  . 2  98 

20  “  folio  post  44  i:  .....  2  50 

50  “  Bath  post  paper,  Rich  &  Loutrel...  1  75 

25  44  buff  envelopes,  “  ...  2  50 

25  '4  foolscap,  plain,  Collins  &  Bowne...  1  80 

100  44  laid  “  ,  ruled,  44  ...  2  10 

100  44  44  letter  44  “  ...  1  70 

100  “  “  “  “  ...  2  70 

20  44  French  44  44  44  ...  1  90 

PENS. 

25  gross  Eagle  pens,  M.  Phineas . $1  13 

10  “  Leman's  44  44  .  20 

10  44  Fountain  44  “  30 

10  “  Albata  44  “  22 

10  “  417  44  44  31‘ 

12|  44  303  44  44  75 

100  boxes  barrel  pens,  N.  Lane  &  Co .  16 

100  44  quill  44  44  .  20 

12£  gross  303  44  44  .  75 

50  44  Corporation  pens,  J.  C.  Beale .  50 

50  44  Perry's  extra  fine,  44  75 

10  44  Commercial  pens,  Rich  &  Loutrel  ...  25 

50  44  Perry's  extra  fine,  44  ...  75 

124  “  103  44  ...  75 

124  44  803  pens,  Collins  &  Bowne  ...  75 


(Doc.  No.  7. 


ENVELOPES. 

10,000  buff  documents,  J.  C.  Beale . $3  20 

2,000  large  cloth  laid,  Bowne  &  Co . 12  75 

20,000  letter  (adh.)  Slote  &  Janes .  75 

20,000  note  “  .  1  25 

INK. 

10  doz.  Hadley’s  fluid,- N.  Lane  &  Co . $  25 

5  “  Guyot’s  carmine,  “  . 12 

5  “  Hart’s  "  “  .  20 

10  “  Harrison’s  M  J.  C.  Beale .  16 

10  “  Hover’s  ink,  Bowne  &  Co. . . . .  24 

gallons  “  “  .  49 

10  “  Arnold’s  fluid,  Collins  &  Bowne .  41| 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

5  ebony  rulers,  flat,  N.  Lane  &  Co. . . $  25 

5  “  “  round,  “  25 

25  glass  inkstands,  “  25 

25  iron  u  “  10 

25  packs  pins,  :i  60 

60  balls  twine,  “  13 

50  steel  punches,  “  10 

100  paper  weights,  “  25 

50  boxes  notarial  wafers,  “  10 

50  “  “  wafer  covers,  N.  Lane  &  Co. .  13 

16|  doz.  black  sand,  J.  C.  Beale .  15 

12  Brittania  inkstands,  “  .  50 

12  pieces  ribbon,  “  .  15 

50  doz.  Faber’s  pencils,  Nos,  1  to  4,  J.  C.  Beale.  37£ 

12  pair  shears,  Bowne  &  Co .  50 

50  boxes  patent  seals,  Bowne  &  Co .  06 
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50  gross  rubber  bands,  Bowne  &  Co . $1  24 

16§  doz.  black  sand,  Rich  &  Loutrel .  15 

5  ebony  rulers,  flat,  “  25 

5  “  “  round,  “  25  * 

10  parallel  rulers,  “  25 

12  Brittania  inkstands,  “  ...  .  50 

10  pounds  wafers,  BO 

100  tin  paper  cutters,  “  06 

50  doj.  Leman’s  pencils,  Nos.  1  to  4,  Rich  &  Lou¬ 
trel.. .  18 

)  16 

50  doz.  pen-holders,  M.  Phineas . . . V  & 

)  32 

500  doz.  tape,  Collins  &  Bowne . 15 

16|  “  black  sand,  “  .  15 

50  erasers,  ivory  handles,  Collins  &  Bowne. ...  22 

10  book  rests,  “  ....  20 

100  pen  racks,  “  ....  12 

25  packs  pins,  “  . 60 

10  doz.  sealing  wax,  “  ....  87 

50  wafer  boxes,  “  ....  18| 

100  ivory  paper  cutters,  “  ....  20 

50  pieces  ribbon-,  “  ....  15 

50  doz.  pieces  India  rubber,  “  _  30 

50  bottles  gum  arabic  and  brushes,  “  ....  10 


PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  15,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York  : 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
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terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  November  6, 1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 
best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be  requir¬ 
ed  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  arti¬ 
cles  enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 


PAPER. 


1.  100  r?ms  white  or  blue  foolscap, . 

.ruled, per r'm,  $2  25 

2.  25 

“  “  “ 

.plain,  2  00 

3.  100 

laid  “ 

.ruled,  “  2  25 

4.  100 

“  br’f  or  eng 

••  “  “  2  50 

5.  200 

“  I'd  let.  paper  “  “  3  00 

6.  25 

“  .  “ 

.plain,  “  2  50 

7.  20 

“  French  “ 

,  .ruled,  “  2  00 

8.  5 

super  blue  medium,. . .  . 

8  00 

9.  10 

“  “  wove  cap. . . 

3  00 

10.  5 

“  flat  cap,  (with  margin). . 

.  “  “  4  00 

11.  50 

“  Bath  post. . . 

.  “  “  2  00 

12.  20 

“  folio  post . 

“  .  3  75 

13.  20 

“  damask  note . 

.  “  “  2  75 

14.  25 

“  buff  envel.  or  wrap,  paper  “  “  4  25 

15.  50  doz.  carbonic  paper. . 

.per  doz.  sheets,  72 

16.  100  quires  patent  blot,  paper. .  . 

.  ”  quire,  1  00 

17.  500  sheets  parchment . 

.each,  75 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper, . 

per  quire,  6  00 

PENS. 

19.  25  gross  eagle  pens, . 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens, . 

21.  10  gross  Leman's  pens, . . . 

22.  10  ! 

‘  Fountain  pens, . 
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23.  50  gross  Corporation  pens . per  grogs,  $  75 

24.  10  “  Commercial  pens, .  “  1  00 

25.  10  “  Albata  pens,. . . . .  “  25 

26.  100  “  Perry’s  extra  fine  pens, .... .  “  2  0T) 

27.  10  “  G-illott’s  magnum bonum  pens  “  2  75 

28.  100  boxes  quill  pens, . per  box,  20 

29.  50  gross  Glllott’s  303  pens, . per  gross,  75 

30.  10  “  “  417  “  .  “  75 


ENVELOPES. 


31.  10,000  buff  or  whitedoc.  envelopes, .  .per  1,000,  4  00 

32.  20,000  “  letter  do.  adhesive,  “  2  25 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  do.  “  “  2  60 

84.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  do.  “  “  20  00 


INK. 


35.  10  doz.  Arnold’s  fluid,  quarts, . per  bottle, 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  .  “ 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  Ink,  “  .  “ 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink,. . per  gallon, 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison’s  carmine  ink. ....  per  bottle, 

40.  5  “  G-uyot’s  “  “  “ 

41.  5  “  Hart’s  “  “  . . . .  “ 


5  00 
3  00 
3  00 
1  00 
80 
12 
20 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


42.  500  doz.  red  or  white  tape,. . .  .per  doz.  pieces, 

43.  50  “  black  sand,  in  papers,. per  doz.  papers, 

44.  50  erasers,  ivory  handle, . each, 

45.  10  book  rests, .  “ 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat,. . .  “ 

47.  10  “  “  round, . '..  “ 

48.  10  parallel  “  .  “ 


20 

87 

28 

38 

25 

25 

1  00 


49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 


55. 

56. 

57. 


58. 

59. 


60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 


64. 


65. 


67. 

68. 

69. 


70. 


71. 

72. 
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25  Brit’ia  inkst’ds,  various  sizes,. each, 

25  glass  “  “ 

25  iron  “  “ 

100  pen  racks, .  “ 

50  packs  pins, . per  pack, 

10  doz.  English  sealing  wax, .  .per  dozen, 

10  lbs.  wafers, . per  pound, 

50  wafer  boxes, . each, 

50  balls  twine, . per  ball, 

100  tin  paper  cutters. . each, 

100  ivory  “  “ 

50  steel  punches, .  “ 

12  pair  shears, . per  pair, 

100  pcs.  ribbon,  various  colors,. per  piece, 

50  boxes  patent  seals, . per  box, 

100  paper  weights, . each, 

50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber,,  .per  dozen, 
50  gross  India  rubber  bands,. .  .per  gross, 
50  bottles  gum  arab.  &  brushes,  .each, 

50  boxes  notarial  wafers, .  “ 

50  “  “  “  covers, %  “ 

50  doz.  Faber’s  pencils,  1  to  4,.  .per  dozen, 
50  “  Leman’s  “  1  to  4, . .  “ 

50  “  pen  holders, . .  “ 


$  63 
25 
10 
30 
60 
70 
60 
20 

13 

14 
50 
10 

1  50 
18 
08 
25 
60 

3  00 
13 
10 
13 

4  00 
3  50 

2  00 


The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples  of 
each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 

Proposals  for  Stationery ,  made  by  A.  C.  Flagg ,  Comptroller 
of  the  city  of  JYew  York,  dated  November  6,  1854 

1.  Nathan  Lane  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No. 
69  Wall  street,  do  declare  that,  we  are  the  only  persons 
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interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  And  we  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  And  we  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  de¬ 
puty  thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to 
which  it  relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

NATHAN  LANE  &  CO. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

The  undersigned,  Nathan  Lane,  one  of  the  firm  of  Na¬ 
than  Lane  &  Co.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  all  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the 
proposal  is  made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is 
accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation, 
and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

NATHAN  LANE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  £ 

15th  day  of  November,  1854.  S 

James  Hillyer, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance,;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monality  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bid¬ 
der  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  15th  > 

day  of  November,  a.  d.  1854.  \ 

GEO.  W.  LANE, 
WM.  C.  MARTIN. 

Tn  presence  of 

James  Hillyer. 

City  and  County  of  JVevj  York,  ss. 

George  W.  Lane  and  William  C.  Martin,  being  duly 
sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  house¬ 
holder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  is 
worth  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

GEO.  W.  LANE, 

WM.  C.  MARTIN. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  \ 

15th  day  of  November,  a.  d.  1854.  j 
James  Hillyer, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  16,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
the  terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  adver¬ 
tisement,  dated  November  6, 1854.  The  articles  to  be  of 
the  best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be .  varied  as  may  be 
required  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all 
articles  enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 

PAPER. 


1 .  100  reams  white  or  blue  foolscap,  as  per 

samples,  ruled,  per  ream . $2  50  to  $3  25 

2.  25  reams  white  or  blue  foolscap,  same 

class  1,  plain,  per  ream .  2  50  to  3  25 

3.  100  reams  white  or  blue  laid  foolscap, 

as  per  samples,  ruled,  per  ream. .  3  00  to  3  25 

4.  100  reams  white  or  blue  brief  or  en¬ 

grossing  paper,  as  per  samples, 

ruled,  per  ream .  2  75  to  3  50 

5.  200  reams  Avhite  or  blue  laid  letter 

paper,  as  per  samples,  ru’d,  pr  r’m  2  00  to  3  50 

6.  25  reams  white  or  blue  I’d  let’r  paper, 

same  as  class  5,  plain,  per  ream . .  2  00  to  3  50 

7.  20  reams  French  laid  letter,  as  per 

samples,  ruled,  per  ream .  3  25  to  4  00 

8.  5  reams  sup.  blue  medium,  rul’d  p.  r’m  10  75  to  11  75 

9.  10  “  “  cap,  16  lbs.  “  “  3  75  to  4  25 
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10.  5  reams  flatoap,  (with  margins,)  same 

as  9,  ruled,  per  ream . .  13  *75  to  4  25 

11.  50  reams  Bath  post,  as  per  samples, 

ruled,  per  ream . . .  2  00  to  3  00 

12.  20  reams  folio  post,  as  per  samples, 

ruled,  per  ream .  4  00  to  4  75 

13.  20  reams  damask  note,  as  per  samples, 

ruled,  per  ream .  1  37  i  to  2  75 

14.  25  reams  buff  envelopes  or  wrapping  paper, 

gold . - . . . per  ream  4  60 

15.  50  dozen  carbonic  paper . per  doz.  sheets  75 

16.  100  quires  patent  blotting  paper,  ass’d  colors, 

per  samples . per  quire  75 

17.  500  sheets  parchment,  16  by  10 . each  15 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper,  royal. . per  quire  1  75 


PENS. 

10.  25  gross  eagle  pens,  Gillott’s,  289 - per  gross  1  62| 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens  “  391,  (1  gross  in 

box) . . .  ...  per  box  1  10 

21.  10  gross  Leman’s  pens,  commercial,  .per  gross  30 

22.  10  "  Fountain  pens,  Leman’s. .. .  “  40 

23.  50  “  Corporation  pens,  Leman’s  “  50 

24.  10  “  Commercial  pens,  Phineas’  “  35 

25.  10  “  Albata  pens,  Phineas’  ....  “  40 

26.  100  Perry’s  ex.  fine  pens,  No.  27,  “  75 

27.  10  Gillott’s  mag.  bonum  pens  “  4  00 

28.  100  boxes  quill  pens,  No.  3 . . .  .per  box  25 

29.  50  gross  Gillott’s  303  pens . ...per  gross  85 

30.  10  “  “  417  “  .  “  45 


ENVELOPES. 

31.  10,000  buff 'or  white  doc.  envelopes, 

samples . per  thousand  $3  20  to  6  50 
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32.  20,000fbuff  or  white  letter  envelopes, 

samples,  adhesive,  per  thousand  $1  65  to  3  25 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  envelopes, 

samples,  adhesive.,  per  thousand  2  10  to  3  10 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  envelopes,  ad¬ 

hesive..  . . per  thousand  17  50  to  26  25 

INK. 

35.  10  dozen  Arnold's  fluid,  quarts . per  bottle  46 

36.  10  “  Hadley's  “  .  “  37  \ 

37.  10  “  Hover's  ink,  “  “  25 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink . . .  .per  gallon  55 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison's  carmine  ink,  No.  1,  per  bot.  16 

40.  5  “  Guyot's  “  genuine  “  25 

41.  5  “  Hart's  “  .  “  28 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

42.  500  doz.  red  or  white  tape,  No.  24,  per  doz.  ps.  25 

43-  50  doz.  black  sand,  in  papers .  “  15 

44.  50  erasers,  ivory  handle,  Rodgers',  1362.  .each  36 

45.  10  book  rests,  mahogany . . .  “  35 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat,  15  inch. ........  “  35 

47.  10  “  round  15  “  . .  “  30 

48.  10  parallel  rulers,  12  . . . . .  “  35 

49.  25  Brit'a  inkstands,  various  sizes,  covered  “  50  to  90 

50. - 25  glass  “  Whitney  or  Draper .. .  “  110 

51.  25  iron  “  No.  3 .  “  25 

52.  100  pen  racks,  Smith,  No.  29 .  c>  16 

53.  50  packs  pins,  assorted . per  pack  67 

54.  10  doz.  Eng.  seal'g  wax,  Victoria  20's,  per  doz.  65 

55.  10  lbs.  wafers,  superfine . per  pound  50 

56.  50  wafer  boxes,  boxwood,  pedestal,  Nq.  1,  each  25 

57-  50  balls  twine,  hemp, . . —  .per  ball  30 
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58.  100  tin  paper  cutters . each  $  10 

59.  100  ivory  cutters,  8  inch . .  “  22 

60.  50  steel  punches . .  “  45 

61.  12  pairs  shears,  German . per  pair  90 

62.  100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors . per  piece  15 

68.  50  boxes  patent  seals . per  box  10 

64.  100  paper  weights,  iron  No.  7 . each  81 

65.  50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber,  24’s.  .per  dozen  50 

66.  50  gross  India  rub’r  bands,  3-4  in.  flat,  per  gross  2  75 

67.  50rhottles  gum  Arabic  and  brushes,  Cone,  .each  35 

68.  50  boxes  notarial  wafers,  No.  5 .  “  30 

69.  50  “  “  “  covers .  “  30 

70.  50  doz.  Faber’s  lead  pencils,  No.  1  to  4,  round 

and  gilt . per  dozen  37 £ 

71.  50  doz.  Leman’s  lead  pencils,  No.  1  to  4,  octa¬ 

gon  . per  dozen  35 

72.  50  doz.  pen  holders .  “  35 

The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 


of  each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 

Proposals  for  Stationery ,  made  by  John  C.  Beale,  dated 
JYovember  16,  1854. 

1.  John  C.  Beale,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  262 
Broadway  and  78  Wall  street,  do  declare  that  I  am  the 
only  person  interested  in  this  estimate,  and  that  no  other 
person  than  herein  named  has  any  interest  in  the  estimate, 
or  in  the  contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  I  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud, 
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I 

Doc.  No.  7.)  18 

3.  I  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  chief  of  bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works 
to  which  it  relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits 
thereof. 

JOHN  C.  BEALE. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — The  undersigned 
being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made 
with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter 
into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry  it  out 
in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this ) 

16th  of  November,  1854.  ) 

W.  O.  Mumford, 

ComW  of  Deeds. 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded 
to  the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  be¬ 
come  bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and 
that  if  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  execute  the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will 
pay  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which 
such  person  or  persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  comple- 


10 


(Doo.  No,  7. 


tion  of  such  contract,  and  that  which  said  Major,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next 
highest  bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hand,  this  16th  day  ) 
of  November,  A.  D.  1854.  j 

AZOR  S,  MARVIN. 

WM.  L.  HOMMEDIEU. 

In  presence  of  W.  O.  Mumford. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — Azor  S,  Marvin  and 
William  L.  Hommedieu,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each 
by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  over  and  above  all  liabilities. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  10th  ) 
day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1854.  ) 

W.  0.  Mumford, 

Com’r  of  Deeds. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  Nov.  16, 1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  November  6, 1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 
best  quality;  the  quantity  to  be  varied  as  may  be  required 
during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 
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PAPER. 


i.  ioo 

r’ms  white  or  bine  foolscap . 

.ruled,  per  r’m 

$ 1  98 

2.  25 

“  «  “ 

..plain,  “ 

1  98 

3.  100 

1/1  “  laid  “ 

.  .ruled,  “ 

2  98 

4.  100 

“  11  br’f  or  en. 

p.  “ 

2  98 

5.  200 

v  “  laid  letter 

p.  “ 

2  24 

6.  25 

“ 

plain,  “ 

2  24 

7.  20 

“  French  “ . 

1  98 

8.  5 

“  super  blue  medium. . . . 

. . .  “  “ 

8  24 

9.  10 

“  “  woye  cap,  . . 

1  98 

10.  5 

“  flat  cap,  (with  margin,) 

. . .  “  “ 

2  98 

11.  50 

“  Bath  post, . 

“  “ 

1  87 

12.  20 

“  folio  post, . . . 

. . .  “  “ 

2  50 

13.  20 

“  damask  note, . . . 

1  98 

14.  25 

“  buff  envelope  or  wrap’g  paper, . . .  “ 

3  98 

15.  50  doz.  carbonic  paper . per 

dozen  sheets 

89 

16.  100  quires  patent  blotting  paper,,  .per  quire 

1  58 

17.  500  sheets  parchment, . 

25 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper,. - - - 

2  75 

PENS. 

19.  25  gross  eagle  pens,  . . 

1  58 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens, . 

39 

21.  10  gross  Leman’s  pens, . . . 

29 

22.  10 

“  fountain  pens, . 

“ 

50 

23.  50 

“  corporation  pens, . 

“ 

70 

24.  10 

“  commercial  pens, .... 

U 

48 

25.  10 

“  albata  pens, . 

U 

29 

26.  100 

“  Perry’s  extra  fine  pens, 

u 

2  29 

27.  10 

“  Gillott’s  magnum  bonum  pens,  “ 

4  09 

28.  100  boxes  quill  pens,... . 

29 

29.  50  gross  Gillot’s  303  pens, - 

79 

30.  10 

“  “  417  “ . . 

40 
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ENVELOPES. 

31.  10,000  buff  or  white  document  envl.  per  th.  $4  48 

32.  20,000  “  “  letter  env.  (ad.)“  2  48 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  “  “  “  2  48 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  “  “  12  75 

INK. 

35.  10  doz.  Arnold’s  fluid,  quarts, - per  bottle  49 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  ....  “  40 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  ink  “  -  “  24 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink. . . .  .per  gallon  49 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison’s  carmine  ink, . per  bottle  29 

40.  5  “  Guyot’s  “  11  .....  “  22 

41.  5  “  Hart’s  “  “  .  “  22 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

42.  500  doz.  red  or  white  tape, . per  doz.  pieces  17 

43.  50  doz.  black  sand,  in  papers, . .  “  papers  *  24 

44.  50  erasers,  ivory  handle, . each  29 

45.  10  book  rests, .  “  25 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat, .  “  29 

47.  10  “  “  round, .  “  36 

48.  10  parallel  “  .  “  29 

49.  25  Britannia  inkstands,  various  sizes .  “  79 

50.  25  glass  “  •  .  “  79 

51.  25  iron  “  .  “  24 

52.  100  pen  racks, .  “  15 

53.  50  packs  pins, . per  pack  69 

54.  10  dozen  English  sealing  wax, . per  dozen  69 

55.  10  lbs.  wafers, .  per  pound  49 

56.  50  wafer  boxes,  ...  . each  24 

57.  50  balls  twine, . . . per  ball  19 
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58.  100  tin  paper  cutters, ....  . . .each  $  9 

59.  100  ivory  “  “  29 

60.  50  steel  punches, . “  75 

61-  12  pairs  shears, . . per  pair  50 

62-  100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors,. . .  .per  piece  17 

68-  50  boxes  patent  seals, . per  box  6 

64-  100  paper  weights, . each  49 

65-  50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber, . per  dozen  49 

66.  50  gross  India  rubber  bands, . per  gross  1  24 

67-  50  bottles  gum  arabic  and  brushes, . each  24 

68.  50  boxes  notarial  wafers, .  “  19 

69.  50  “  “  “  cover,.., .  “  19 

70.  50  doz.  Faber’s  Id.  pncs.,  No- 1  to  4,  per  dz.  r’d  89 

“  “  •  “  “  “  “  hexa-  59 

71.  “  Leman’s  “  “  “  “  ....  24 

72-  “  penholders,- .  “  ....  19 


The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 
of«each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list- 

Proposals  for  Stationery  made  by  Bowne  fy  Co.,  dated 
November  1 6th,  1854. 

1.  I,  Robert  Bowne,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  150 
Pearl  street,  do  declare  that  I  am  the  only  person  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2-  I  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and'  is  in  all 
respects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3-  I  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  chief  of  bureau,  deputy 
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thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

The  undersigned,  Robert  Bowne,  beingfduly  affirmed, 
say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal 
are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made  with  an  honest'  in¬ 
tention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract 
with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

16th  day  of  November  1854.  S 

ROB.  BOWNE. 

Edwin  F-  Corey, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness-  ] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded 
to  the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  be¬ 
come  bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and 
that  if  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to 
execute  the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we.  will  pay  to 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of 
such  contract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
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and  commonalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest 
bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  16th  day  ) 
of  November,  a.  d.,  1854.  j 

P.  G.  KENNY, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD. 

In  presence  of 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Patrick  G.  Kenny,  and  John  IE  Lockwood,  being  duly 
sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  house¬ 
holder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  ,  and  is  worth  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

P.  G.  KENNY, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  > 

16th  day  of  Nov.,  a.  d.  ,  1854.  $ 

Edwin  F.  Corey, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds . 

PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  16,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  November  6,  1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 
best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be  requir¬ 
ed  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 
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PAPER. 

1.  100  r’ms  white  or 

blue  foolscap,  .ruled,  per  r'm 

$3  00 

2.  25  “ 

..plain,  “ 

3  00 

3.  100  “ 

laid  “  ..ruled,  “ 

3  00 

o 

o 

br’foreng..  “  “  1 

5  50 

5.  200  “ 

laid  letter..  “  “ 

3  00 

6.  25  “  •  “ 

“  ..plain,  “ 

3  00 

7.  20  “  French 

“  ..ruled,  “ 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

18. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
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super  blue  medium. .  . 

“  wove  cap.. 

5  “  flat  cap,  (with  margin,). . 

50  Bath  post . 

20  “  folio  post . 

ruled  for  accounts,  50  cents  extra, 

20  “  damask  note . ruled  per  r’m 

25  “  buff  envel.  or  wrap,  paper,  “ 

50  doz.  carbonic  paper .  .per  doz.  sheets, 

100  quires  patent  blotting  paper. . .  .per  quire, 

500  sheets  parchment . each, 

10  quires  tracing  paper . per  quire, 


5  50 


75 


PENS. 

19.  25  gross  Eagle  pens,  (1  dz.  in  a  box,)  per  gross, 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens . per  box, 

21.  10-  gross  Leman's  pens,  (commercial,)  per  gross, 

22.  10  “  Fountain  pens .  “ 

23.  50  “  Corporation  pens .  “ 

24.  10  “  Commercial  pens .  “ 

25.  10  £i  .Albatapens . 

26.  100  “  Perry’s  extra  fine  pens. ...  “ 

27.  10  ,£  Gillott’smag’m  bon’m  pens,  “ 

4 


2  00 


30 
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28.  100  bxs.  quill  pens,  (Trenkamp’sNo.  0.)  per  bx.  $  75 

29.  50  gross  Gillott’s  308  pens . per  gross,  85 

30.  10  “  “  417  “  ...  . . 

ENVELOPES. 

31.  10,000  buff  or  white  document  envel¬ 

opes.  . . per  thousand, 

32.  20,000  buff  or  white  letter  envelopes, 

(adhesive,) . per  thousand,  75  to  $4  00 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  envelopes, 

(adhesive,) . per  thousand,  $1  25  &  up. 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  envelopes,  (ad¬ 

hesive.)  . per  thousand, 


INK. 

35.  10  doz.  Arnold’s  fluid,  quarts, . .per  bottle,  50 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  . 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  ink,  “  . 

88.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink . per  gallon, 

David’s  blacks .  “  1  00 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison’  carmine  ink . per  bottle, 


40.  5  “  G-uyot’s  “  “  (genuine)  “  25 

41.  5  “  Hart’s  “  “ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

42.  500  doz.  red  or  white  tape - per  doz.  pieces, 

43.  50  doz.  black  sand,  in  papers,  .per  doz.  papers, 

44.  50.  erasers,  ivory  handle . .  each, 


45.  10  book  rests . .  “  37 \ 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat . . . . 

47.  10  “  “  round  . . 

48.  10  “  “  parallel  .......  . 
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. .each, 


49.  25  Britannia  inkstands,  various  sizes. . . . 

50.  25  glass  “  .  “ 

51.  25  iron  “  .  “ 

52.  100  pen  racks. .  “ 

53.  50  packs  pins . . . per  pack, 

54.  10  doz.  English  sealing  wax . per  doz. 

55.  10  lbs.  wafers.. . ’ . per  pound, 

56.  50  wafer  boxes . . each, 

57.  50  balls  twine . . . per  ball, 

58.  100  tin  paper  cutters . each, 

59.  100  ivory  “  . .  “ 

60.  50  steel  punches . .  u 

61.  12  pairs  shears . . per  pair, 

62.  100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors  ,.  .  .per  piece. 

68.  50  boxes  patent  seals . per  box, 

64.  100  paper  weights . each, 

65.  50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber . per  doz. 

6Q.  50  gross  India  rubber  bands . per  gross, 

67.  50  bottles  gum  Arabic  and  brushes . each, 

68.  50  boxes  notarial  wafers . .  “ 

69.  50  “  “  “  covers . .  “ 

70.  50  doz.  Faber's  I'd  pencils,  No.  1  to  4,  per  doz.  40 

71.  50  “  Leman's  lead  “  No.  1  to  4,  “ 

72.  50  “  pen  holders . .  “ 

The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 
of  each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 


There  are  several  articles  we  might  estimate  for,  if  the 
list  was  more  definite. 

In  the  event  of  our  articles  being  low  enough,  the  re¬ 
quired  security  can  be  given. 
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Proposals  for  Stationery  made  by  Slote  fy  Janes ,  96  Fulton 
street ,  dated  November  16, 1854. 

1.  We,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  96  Fulton  street, 
we  do  declare  that  the  only  person  interested  in 
this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than  herein  named 
has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the  contract  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  taken. 

2.  We  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  tlie  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  We  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the.  Common 
Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of' New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

SLOTE  &  JANES. 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss : 

The  undersigned  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  all  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that 
the  proposal  is  made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same 
is  accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 
day  of  185  j 

OBLIGATION  OP  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 
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In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree,  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  wo  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled,  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder 
.to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  dav  ) 
of  A.  D.  185  "  f 

In  presence  of 

City  and  County  of  New  Yor/c ,  ss: 

being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  he 
is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  is  worth  the  sum  of 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 
day  of  A.  D.  185  j 

PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  185  . 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment  dated  November  6,  1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 


— 
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best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be  requir¬ 
ed,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 

PAPER. 

1.  100  reams  white  or  blue  foolscap,  ruled,  per  rm.  $2  25 


2.  25  “  “  plain  “  2  25 

8.  100  “  “  laid  “  ruled  “  2  25 

4.  100  “  “  brief  or  engrossing  paper 

,  ruled,  per  ream . .  4  00 

5.  200  r’ms  white  or  blue  laid  let.  paper,  rul.pr.  rm.  1  95 

0.  25  “  “  ‘‘  plain,  “  1  95 

7.  20  French  “  ruled,  “  2  25 

8.  5  “  super  blue  medium, .  “  “  8  00 

9.  10  “  lt  wove  cap, .  “  “  4  00 

10.5  “  flat  cap,  (with  margin,). . . .  “  “  4  00 

11.50  “  Bath  post, . %u  “  1  75 

12.  20  “  folio  post, .  “  3  50 

13.  20  “  damask  note, . “  “  2  00 

14.25  “  buff  envl.  or  wrap,  paper,  “  “  2  50 

15.  50  dozen  carbonic  paper,  per  dozen  sheets -  75 

16.  100  quires  patent  blotting  paper,  per  quire. . .  75 

17.  500  sheets  parchment,  each . .  50 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper,  per  quire .  2  50 

PENS. 

19.  25  gross  Eagle  pens,  per  gross . .  2  50 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens,  per  box .  25 

21.  10  gross  Leman’s  pens,  . . per  gross -  25 

22.  10  “  Fountain  pens, .  “  ....  1  00 

23.  50  “  Corporation  pens,. .  “  ....  1  50 
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24.  10  gross  Commercial  pens, . per  gross....  $  25 

25.  10  “  Albata  pens,. .  “  ....  30 

26.  100  “  Perry’s  extra  fine  pens, . .  “  ....  75 

27.  10  “  Gillott’s  magnum  bonum  pens,  “  ....  3  00 

28.  100  boxes  quill  pens,  per  box .  25 

29.  50  gross  Gillott’s  303  pens,  per  gross. .  75 

30.  10  “  “  417  “  “  .  50 

ENVELOPES. 

31.  10,000  buff  or  white  doc.  envelopes,  per  thou  4  00 

32.  20,000  “  “  letter  “  (adh’.)  “  2  00 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note,  “  “  “  2  50 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  “  “  “  25  00 

INK. 

35.  10  dozen  Arnold’s  fluid,  quarts,  per  bottle..  44 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  “  ..  38 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  ink,  “  “  , .  25 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink,  per  gallon. ...  75 

39.  10  dozen  Harrison’s  carmine  ink,  per  bottle. .  25 

40.  5  “  Guyot’s  “  “  “  . .  18 

41.  5  “  Hart’s  “  “  “  .  •  25 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

42.  500  doz.  r.ed  or  white  tape,  per  dozen  pieces. .  18 

43.  50  dozen  black  sand,  in  papers,  per  doz,  papers  15 

44.  50  erasers,  ivory  handle . each  25 

45.  10  book  rests . . .  “  25 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat .  “  25 

47.  10  “  “  round.......... .  “  25 

48.  10  parallel  “  . * .  25 

49.  25  Britannia  inkstands,  various  sizes. . . .  “  50 
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50.  25  glass  inkstands  . each,  $  50 

51.  25  iron  “  .  “  20 

52.  100  pen  racks, .  “  20 

53.  50  packs  pins, .  per  pack,  75 

54.  10  dozen  English  sealing  wax .  per  dozen,  (30 

55.  10  lbs.  wafers . . per  pound,  30 

56.  50  wafer  boxes . . .  each,  25 

57.  50  balls  twine . . .  per  ball,  25 

58.  100  tin  paper  cutters .  each,  06 

59.  100  ivory  “  . .  “  25 

60.  50  steel  punches . . .  “  1  00 

61.  12  pairs  shears . '  per  pair,  63 

62.  100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors. . .  per  piece,  20 

63.  50  boxes  patent  seals .  per  box,  20 

64.  100  paper  weights .  each,  50 

65.  50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber. ....  per  dozen,  75 

66.  50  gross  India  rubber  bands .  per  gross,  4  50 

67.  50  bottles  gum  Arabic  and  brushes,  each,  12 

68. "  50  boxes  notarial  wafers .  “  25 

69.  50  “  “  “  covers .  “  25 

70.  50  doz.  Faber’s  lead  pencils,  No.  1  to  4,  pe,r  doz.  63 

71.  50  “  Leman’s  “  “  No.  1  to  4,  “  18 

72.  50  “  penholders... .  “  50 

The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 


of  each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 

Proposals  for  Stationery  made  by  James  V.  Rich  and  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Loutrel,  composing  the  firm  of  Rich  Loutrel, 
dated  JYovember  16, 1854. 

1.  Rich  &  Loutrel,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  61 
William  street,  do  declare  that  we  are  the  only  persons 
interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
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herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the  con’ 
•tract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  W e  do  further  declare  that  this  estimate  was  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and-  is  in  all  res¬ 
pects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  We  do  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof.  * 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

The  undersigned  James  Y.  Rich  and  William  M.  Lou- 
trel,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is 
made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to 
enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry 
it  out  in  good  faith. 

JAMES  V.  RICH, 

WILLIAM  M,  LOUTREL. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  16th  i 

day  of  November,  1854,  ) 

D.  F.  Curry,  Commissioner  of  Deed' 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 
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In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  We,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound' as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder 
to  whom  tjie  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  *  day  } 
of  a.d.  185  S 

In  presence  of 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss: 

Being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that 
he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  is  worth  the  sum  of 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  day  ) 
of  a.d.  185  j 

Joseph  Rich  and  Stephen  Knowlton,  will  become  sure, 
ties  for  the  above. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  185  . 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at"  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
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terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise- 
ment,  dated  November  6, 1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 
best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  maybe  required 
during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 


PAPER. 

1.  100  r’ms  white  or  blue  foolscap,  .ruled,  per  rm. 

2.  25  “  “  u  ..plain,  “ 

3.  100  li  “  laid  “  .  ruled,  “ 

4.  100  “  “  brief  or  eng...  “  “ 

5.  200  “  “  laid  letter. -  i:  “ 

6.  25  “  “  “  '.....plain  “ 

7.  20  “  French  “  .....ruled  u 

8.  5  “  super  blue  medium .  “  “ 


9.  10  “  IC  wove  cap. ...  “ 

10.  5  “  flat  cap,  (with  margin). .  .  “ 

11.  50  “  Bath  post .  “ 

12.  20  “  folio  post . “ 

13.  20  “  damask  note .  “ 

14.  25  buff  envelope  or  wrapping  “ 


15.  50  doz.  carbonic  paper . per  doz.sheets 

16.  100  quires  patent  blotting  paper .  per  quire 

IT.  500  sheets  parchment .  each 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper. . .  per  quire 


PENS. 

19.  25  gross  Eagle  pens,  No.  333,  5  hole,  .per  gross  $1  13 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  “  48,  swan  quill. . .  “  box  20 

21.  10  gross  Leman’s  “  48,  Com!  white. per  gross  20 

22.  10  “  Fountain  pens,  white .  “  30 
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23.  60  gross  Corporation  pens,  3371 . per  gross  $ 

24.  10  “  Commercial  pens,  338 .  “ 

25.  10  “  Albata  pens .  “ 

26.  100  “  Perry’s  extra  fine,  3057,  Lith. 

27.  10  “  Gillott’s  Mag’m  Bo’m,  49  let.P  “ 

28.  100  boxes  quill  pens,  88 . .  “ 

29.  50  gross  Gillott’s  303  pens,  305 _  “ 

30.  10  “  “  417  “  ........  “ 


75 
88 
22 
1  00 

2  75 
75 
75 

31 


ENVELOPES . 

31.  10,000  buff  or  white  doc.  envelopes,  .per  1,000 

32.  20,000  “  “  letter  “  (adh.)  “ 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  ‘‘  “ 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined 


ink. 

35.  10  doz.  Arnold’s  fluid,  quarts. ....  .per  bottle 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  .  “ 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  ink  .  “ 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink . per  gallon 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison’s  carmine  ink....  “ 

40.  5  Guyot’s  “  “*....  “ 

41.  5  .  “  Hart’s  “  “  . . . .  “ 


MISCELLANEOUS . 

42.  500  doz.  red  or  white  tape. . .  .per  doz.  pieces 

43.  50  doz.  black  sand,  in  papers,  .per  doz.  papers 

44.  50  erasers,  ivory  handle .  ..  each 

45.  10  book  rests .  “ 

46.  10  ebony  rulers,  flat .  “ 

47.  10  “  11  round .  “ 

48.  10  parallel  “  . .  “ 
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49-  25  Britannia  inkstands,  various  sizes  each 

50.  25  glass  “  .  “ 

51.  25  iron  “  .  “ 

52.  100  pen  racks . .  “ 

53.  50  packs  pins . per  pack 

54.  10  doz.  English  sealing  wax . .  “  doz. 

55.  10  lbs.  wafers . “  lb. 

56.  50  wafer  boxes .  .  each 

57.  50  balls  twine. . . . .  .per  ball 

58.  10  tin  paper  cutters .  each 

59.  100  ivory  “  . . .  . .  “ 

60.  50  steel  punches .  u 

61.  12  pairs  shears. .  . . . .per  pair 

62.  100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors....  piece 

63.  50  boxes  patent  seals .  “  box 

64.  100  paperweights.., . . .  each 

65.  50  dozen  pieces  India  rubber . per  doz. 

66.  50  gross  India  rubber  bands . “  gross 

67.  50  bottles  gum  Arabic  and  brushes..  each 

68.  50  boxes  notarial  wafers . '  “ 

69.  50  “  “  “  covers......  “ 

70.  50  doz.  Faber’s  lead  pencils,  No.  1  to  4  per  doz. 

71.  50  “  Lemhn’s  “  “  No.  1  to 4.  “ 

72.  50  “  pen  holders,  split  12,  or  new 

patent,  14 . .  16 

and  long  tapered,  24  1 3  and  24  1 4 . .  “  32 

The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 
of  each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 

Proposals  for  made  by  Myer  Phineas,  dated  No¬ 

vember  15,  1854. 

1.  Myer  Phineas,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  100 
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William  street,  do  declare  that  I  am  the  only  person  in¬ 
terested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  I  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons  mak¬ 
ing  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  respects 
fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  I  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  diregtly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss : — The  undersigned, 
Myer  Phineas,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  all  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  arid  that  the 
proposal  is  made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is 
accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation, 
and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

MYER  PHINEAS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

15th  day  of  November,  1854. ) 

A.  S.  Cady, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
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contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder 
to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

ELIAS  SIMONS, 
MYER  PHINEAS. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  15th  day  > 
of  November,  a.d.  1854.  $ 

In  presence  of 

N.  B.  Labau. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Elias  Simons  and 
Myer  Phineas,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself, 
says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

ELIAS  SIMONS, 
MYER  PHINEAS, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  I 
15th  day  of  November,  1854.  j 

N.  B,  La  Bau, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds . 

PROPOSALS  FOR  STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  16,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
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terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  November  6,  1854.  The  articles  to  be  of  the 
best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be  re¬ 
quired  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  all  ar¬ 
ticles  enumerated  in  the  bid,  to  be  delivered,  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Comptroller,  or  on  his  order. 

PAPER. 

1.  100  reams  white  or  blue  foolscap,  ruled,  per  ream,  $2 
10,  $2  20,  $ 2  80  and  13  20. 
2-  25  reams  white  or  blue  foolscap,  plain,  per  ream,  1 80. 

3.  100  reams  white  laid  foolscap,  ruled,  per  ream,  2  10, 

and  2  90. 

4.  100  reams  white  or  blue  brief  or  engrossing  paper, 

ruled,  per  ream.  . .  $4  45. 

5.  200  reams  white  or  blue  laid  letter  paper,  ruled,  per 

.  ream . , .  $1  70,  $2  20,  $1  75  and  $2  70. 

0.  25  reams  w'hite  or  blue  laid  letter  paper,  plain,  $2  20 

and  $2  90. 

7.  20  reams  French  laid  letter  paper,  ruled,  per  ream, 

$1  90. 

8.  5  reams  super  blue  medium,  ruled,  per  ream,  $10. 

9.  10  reams  superior  blue  wove  cap,  ruled,  pr.  rm.  $2  70. 

10.  5  reams  flat  cap,  (with  margin,)  ruled,  per  ream,  $3. 

11.  50  reams  Bath  post,  ruled,  per  ream,  $2  90. 

12.  20  reams  folio  post,  ruled,  per  ream. 

13.  20  reams  damask  note,  ruled,  per  ream,  $2  20. 

14.  25  reams  buff  envelope  or  wrapping  paper,  ruled,  per 

ream  . . .  $3  75. 

15.  50.  doz.  carbonic  paper,  per  dozen  sheets. 

16.  100  quires  patent  blotting  paper,  per  quire,  $1. 

17.  500  sheets  parchment,  each, 

18.  10  quires  tracing  paper,  per  quire, 
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19.  25  gross  Eagle  pens,  per  gross,  $1  50. 

20.  100  boxes  barrel  pens,  per  box,  75c.  and  96c. 

21.  10  gross  Leaman?s  pens,  per  gross,  30c. 

22.  10  “  Fountain  pens,  “ 

23.  50  “  Corporation  pens,  “ 

24.  10  “  Commercial  pens,  “ 

25.  10  •“  Albata  pens,  30c.  “ 

26.  100  “  Perry’s  extra  fine  pens,  per  gross,  $1. 

27.  10  Gillott’s  magnum  bonum,  pens,  pr.  gr.,  $3  50 

28.  100  boxes  quil  pens,  per  box,  80c.,  50c.  and  25. 

29.  50  gross  Gillott’s  303  pens,  per  gross,. 75c. 

30.  10  “  Gillott’s  417  pens,  per  gross. 


ENVELOPES. 

31.  10,000  buff  or  white  document  envelopes,  per  thou¬ 

sand  . $3  25 

32.  20,000  buff  or  white  letter  envelopes,  (adhesive,)  per 

thousand  . .  2  30 

33.  20,000  white  or  blue  note  envelopes,  (adhesive,)  per 

thousand .  2  50 

34.  2,000  large  cloth-lined  envelopes,  (adhesive,)  per  thou¬ 

sand . . 


INK. 


35.  10  doz.  Arnold’s  fluid,  quart  bottles,  per  doz. 

36.  10  “  Hadley’s  “  “  “ 

37.  10  “  Hover’s  ink,  “  “  “ 

38.  gallons  blue  or  black  ink,  “  “ 

39.  10  doz.  Harrison’s  carmine  ink,  per  bottle  . . . 

6 


$5  00 
4  75 

50 

15 
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40. 

41. 


43. 

44. 
15. 

46. 

47. 

48. 


49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 
48. 


59. 

60. 


61. 


62. 

63. 

64, 


65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 


5  doz.  Guyot’s  carmine  ink,  per  bottle 
5  “  Hart's  “ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

500  dozen  red  or  white  tape,  per  dozen  pieces,  15c., 

17c.  and  24c. 

50  dozen  black  sand,  in  papers,  per  dozen  papers,  15c. 

50  Erasers,  ivory  handle,  each . $2  75  $3  20 

10  book  rests,  “  . 20c. 

10  ebony  rulers,  flat,  per  inch . l|c. 

10  “  round,  “  . 2|c. 

10  parallel  rulers,  each . . 

25  Britannia  inkstands,  various  sizes,  each . 60c. 

25  glass  “  . 87c.  80c.  25  and  30c. 

25  iron  “ 

100  pen  racks,  each. . . .  .12c.  15c.  18c. 

50  packs  pins,  per  pack . . 60c. 

10  dozen  English  sealing  wax,  per  dozen.  — ...  .37c. 

10  lbs.  wafers,  per  pound . . . 65c. 

50  wafer  boxes,  each . 18fc. 

50  balls  twine,  per  ball . . . 

100  tin  paper  cutters,  each . . . 8c. 

100  ivory  “  “  . . .  20c. 

50  steel  punches  “  . 

12  pairs  shears,  per  pair  .  . 

100  pieces  ribbon,  various  colors,  per  piece . 15c. 

50  boxes  patent  seals,  per  box . 8c. 

100  paper  weights,  each . 50c.  and  30c. 

5.0  dozen  pieces  India  rubber,  per  dozen . .  30c.  and  50c. 
50  gross  India  rubber  bands,  per  gross. .  .SI  75  $2  25 

50  bottles  gum  Arabic  and  brushes,  each. . . 10c. 

50  boxes  notarial  wafers  “  ...  .15c.  11c 
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79.  50  boxes  notarial  wafers,  covers,  each . 68c. 

70.  50  dozen  Faber’s  lead  pencils,  No.  1  to  4,  per  dozen  , 

60c-  and  33c. 

71.  50  “  Leman’s  “ 

72.  50  dozen  pen  holders,  per  dozen,  20c.  05c.  15c.  45c. 
The  bidders,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  furnish  samples 

of  each  article  named  in  the  foregoing  list. 

Proposals  for  Stationery , for  the  Corporation ,  made  by  Col¬ 
lins,  Bowne  Co.,  dated  November  16,  1854. 

1.  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Nos. 
174  and  176  Pearl  street,  do  declare,  that  they  are  the  only 
persons  interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  per¬ 
son  than  herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate, 
or  in  the  contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  They  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is,  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  They  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau, 
deputy  thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to 
which  it  relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

City  and  County  of  Neio  York,  ss: 

The  undersigned,  William  Bowne,  one  of  said  firm, 
being  duly  affirmed,  says,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made 
with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter 
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into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry  it  out 
in  good  faith. 

WM.  BOWNE. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

16th  day  of  November,  1854.  $ 

John  A.  Hillery, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration'  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded 
to  the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  be¬ 
come  bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and 
that  if  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to 
execute  the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person 
or  persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such 
contract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest 
bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

RICHD.  H.  BOWNE, 
WM.  H.  HUSSEY. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  16th } 
day  of  November,  a.d.,  1854.  ) 

In  presence  of 

J.  A.  Hillery. 
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City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss: 

Richard  H.  Bowne  and  William  H.  Hussey,  being  duly 
affirmed,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  house¬ 
holder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  is 
worth  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

RICHD.  H.  BOWNE, 
WM.  H.  HUSSEY. 


Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 
16th  day  of  November,  a.d,  1854.  \ 

John  A,  Hillery, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


DOCUMENT  No.  8. 


BOARD  OF  ALDER  ME  H, 

JANUARY  11,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  in 
relation  to  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  Common 
Council,  the  various  heads  of  Departments,  Bureaux, 
&c.,  of  the  city  government  with  stationery,  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  > 
New  York,  December  27, 1854.  S 

To  the  Commoji  Council: 

The  Comptroller  advertised  for  proposals  for  furnishing 
the  Common  Council,  Board  of  Supervisors,  Board  of 
Health,  Departments,  Bureaux  and  Offices  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  with  blank  books,  &c.  The  proposals  were  opened 
November  9,  1854,  and  awarded  to  the  parties  offering  to 
furnish  the  same  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  for  the 
city.  The  awards,  together  with  the  prices  of  each  article, 
are  annexed  and  marked  A. 

A.  C.  FLAGG-,  Comptroller . 
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[A] 


Proposals  for  Supplies  for  the  Corporation. 
COMPTROLLERS  OFFICE. 


1,  2  ledgers,  per  quire,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co. . . .  $1  15 

2,  1  journal,  “  “  ....  1  25 

3,  65  warrant  books,  333  pages  each,  “  each,  1  75 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4,  4  large  books,  500  pages  each,  per  quire,  Col¬ 

lins,  Bowne  &  Co . .  1  10 


5,  2  large  books,  400  pages  each,  per  quire, 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.  1  10 

COUNTY  CLERK. 


6,  8  declaration  of  intention  books,  “  each,  1  25 

7,  3  judgment  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each,  4  00 

8,  12  docket  books,  J.  C.  Beale .  “  7  15 

9,  1  index  for  equity  suits,  “  “  7  50 

10,  record  naturalization  books,  J.  C.  Beale,  each,  175 

TAX  COMMISSIONER. 

11,  22  assessor’s  field  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co. 

each . . .  4  00 

12,  22  assessor’s  return  “*  “  each,  4  00 

13,  22  receiver’s  “  “  “  3  00 

mayor’s  OFFICE. 

14,  1  cartmen’s  register,  per  quire,  “  “  1  00 

15,  1  cash  book,  “  “  “  1  00 

16,  1  tavern  register,  “  “  5  00 

17,  recognizance  book,  7  vols..  “  “  3  50 

18,  1  complaint  book,  “  “  75 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19,  2  registers  of  births,  *'  “  10  00 

20,  1  “  marriages,  *’  “  12  50 
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21,  1  register  of  deaths,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.  ,e’ch  $12  50 

22,  2  books,  scavengers’  reports,  J.  C.  Beale,  “  1  35 

STREET  COMMISSIONER. 

23,  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound  in  calf, 

Bowne  &  Co . each,  2  50 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24,  complaint  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co. .  .each,  30 

CLERK  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25,  30  books,  ruled  to  order,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co., 

each .  $2  00 

26,  cap  books,  full  bound,  “  2  00 

27,  6  rec.  of  proceed,  of  Com.  Council,  “  2  00 

58,  25  indexes,  each,  “  .  20 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29,  blank  returns,  each . . 

MARINE  COURT. 

30,  reg’r  for  justices,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each.  $2  00 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31,  register  for  Justice,  J.  C.  Beale,  each . $8  90 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

32,  1  index  book,  of  persons  arrested,  Collins, 

Bowne  &  Co.,  each .  $4  50 

33,  minutes  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  Bowne  &  Co., 

each .  5  00 

34,  stolen  property  book,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each .  8  00 

85,  general  information  book,  Collins,  Bowne  & 

Co.,  each . 1  qq 

36,  days  absent  from  service  book,  Bowne  &  Co., 
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37,  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and  places,  Col¬ 

lins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each .  $4  50 

38,  register  of  policemen,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each  4  50 

39,  alphabetical  list  of  policemen,  Collins,  Bowne 

&  Co.,  each . . .  2  75 

40,  returns  of  persons  arrested,  Collins,  Bow$e 

&  Co.,  each .  7  00 

41,  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances.  Collins, 

Bowne  &  Co.,  each .  3  50 

42,  complaints  against  policemen,  Collins,  Bowne 

&  Co.,  each . . . *  3  50 

43,  offences  against  property,  J.  C.  Beale,  each. . .  5  75 

44,  31  beat  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  “  ...  7  50 

45,  days  lost  by  sickness,  “  “  ...  10  00 

46,  4  receipt  books,  “  “  ...  1  25 

47,  2  general  order  books,  “  “  ...  1  25 

48,  special  “  “  “  ...  50 

49,  fire  reports,  “  “  ...  5  00 

50,  description  of  felons,  “  “  ...  2  00 

51,  morning  reports  to  Chief  of  Police,  (red  book,) 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each .  4  50 

52,  stationery  book,  (delivered,)  Collins,  Bowne  & 

Co.,  each .  25 

53,  stationery  book,  (received,)  Collins,  Bowne  & 

Co.,  each .  25 

54,  advertisem’t  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each.  25 

55,  return  of  lodgers,  “  “  50 

56,  return  of  sergeants,  “  “  50 

57,  tables  of  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances, 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co .  50 

58,  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended,  J.  C.  Beale, 

each . 75 
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59,  hack  inspectors,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each, . $2  00 

60,  1  cart  inspector’s,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each.  10 

61,  minutes  of  telegraph,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  “  10 

62,  memorandum  books,  “  “  10 

63,  100  blotters,  “  u  37 

64,  forfeited  recognizances,  “  “  75 

65,  tables  of  arrests,  N.  Lane  &  Co.,  “  6  25 

66,  complaints  against  policemen  dismissed  by  the 

Mayor,  J.  C.  Beale,  each .  85 

67,  names  of  reserve  corps,  J.  C.  Beale,  each. ....  85 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

•68,  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound,  per  quire, 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co .  20 

69,  two  quires  blank  books,  half  bound,  per  quire, 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co .  20 

70,  minute  books,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  each. ...  50 

71,  index,  “  “  “  ...  25 

72,  engrossing  books,  “  “  . . . .  50 

73,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of  such  thick¬ 

ness  as  may  be  required,  cap  size,  half 
bound,  ruled  or  plain,  Collins,  Bowne  & 

Co.,  per  quire  . . .  25 

74,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of  such  thick¬ 

ness  as  may  be  required,  cap  size,  bound, 
ruled,  or  unruled,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co., 

per  quire .  30 

75  blank  books,  quarter  size,  best  quality  of  paper, 
of  such  thickness  as  may  be  required,  half 
bound,  ruled  or  unruled,  J.  C.  Beale,  pr.  qr.  19 
76,  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Department,  each. . 


Doc.  No.  8.) 


6 


PROPOSALS  FOR  SUPPLIES  TO  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  9th,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  JYew  York  : 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  October  27 th,  1854.  The  articles  and  work 
to  be  of  the  best  quality  ;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as 
may  be  required,  and  no  articles  to  be  delivered,  except 
on  a  requisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to 
be  signed  or  approved  by  the  head  of  the  Department. 

comptroller’s  office  .  • 


1.  2  ledgers, . . per  quire  $3  00 

2.1  journal, . .  “  3  00 

3.  65  warrant  books,  338  pages  each,. .  .each  4  88 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4.  4  large  books,  500  pages  each . per  quire  2  00 

5.  2  “  “  400  “  _ _ _ _  “■  2  00 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

6.  8  declaration  of  intention  books,..  .  .each  8  00 

7.  3  judgment  books,  . “  10  00 

8.  12  docket  books, .  “  16  00 

9.  1  index  for  equity  suits, . 1  “  14  75 

10.  record  naturalization  books, .  “  5  75 

TAX  COMMISSIONER. 

11.  22  assessors’  field  books, .  “  6  00 

12.  22  “  return  “  “  6  00 

13.  22  receivers’  “  “  6  00 
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mayor’s  office. 

14.  1  cartman’s  register, . . . per  quire  $2  15 

15.  1  cash  book. .  “  3  00 

16.  1  tavern  register, . each  11  81 

11.  recognizance  books,  1  vols .  “  6  00 

18.  1  complaint  book, .  “  1  50 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19.  2  registers  of  births, . “  25  00 

20.1  “  marriages,.... .  “  81.00 

21.  1  “  deaths, .  “  38  15 

22.2  books  scavengers’ reports, .  “  14  00 

STREET  COMMISSIONER. 

23.  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound 

in  calf, . “  13  00 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24.  complaint  books, . . .  “  8  50 

CLERK  OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25.  30  books,  ruled  to  order, .  “  4  25 

26.  cap  books,  full  bound,.. .  “  4  88 

21.  6  records  of  proceedings  of  Common 

Council, .  u  5  25 

28.  36  indexes, .  “  4  31 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29.  blank  returns, .  “  01 

MARINE  COURT. 

30.  register  for  justices, . .  ..  “  8  50 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31.  register  for  justice, .  “  9  15 
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CHIlJjP  OF  POLICE 

32.  1  index  book  of  persons  arrested,..  ..each  $14  00 

33.  minutes  of  Chief  of  Police, .  “  6  30 

34.  stolen  property  book, .  “  9  50 

35.  general  information  book, .  “  9  00 

36.  days  absent  from  service  book, .  “  32  00 

37.  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and 

places. .  “  27  00 

38.  register  of  policemen, .  “  18  75 

39.  alphabetical  list  of  policemen, .  “  16  00 

40.  returns  of  persons  arrested .  “  14  25 

41.  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances,  “  12  75 

42.  complaints  against  policemen, .  “  1138 

43.  offences  against  property, .  “  18  25 

44.  31  beat  books, . “  16  00 

45.  days  lost  by  sickness, .  “  31  00 

46.  4  receipt  books, .  “  4  25 

47.  2  general  order  books, .  “  4  50 

48.  special  “  “  .  “  3  25 

49.  fire  reports, . “  7  38 

50.  description  of  felons, .  “  11  25 

51.  morning  reports  of  Chief  of  Police, 

(red  book,) .  “  13  00 

52.  stationery  book,  (delivered,) .  “  1  00 

53.  “  “  (received,) .  “  1  00 

54.  advertisement  books, .  “  2  00 

55.  return  of  lodgers, .  “  4  75 

56.  return  of  sergeants, .  “  4  75 

57.  tables  of  violation  of  Corporation  or¬ 

dinances,.. .  “  12  00 

58.  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended,..  “  14  75 

59.  hack  inspectors, .  u  2  05 
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60.  1  cart  inspectors, . each  $2  60 

61.  minutes  of  telegraph, . .  “  6  88 

62.  memorandum  books, .  “  75 

68.  100  blotters, .  “  1  75 

64.  forfeited  recognizances, .  “  11  00 

65.  tables  of  arrests, .  “  26  25 

66.  complaints  against  policemen  dismiss¬ 

ed  by  the  Mayor,. . . . .  “  8  00 

67.  names  of  reserve  corps, .  “  9  75 


MISCELLANEOUS- 

68.  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound, .  oer  quire  38 

69.  two  “  “  “  u  “  50 

70.  minute  books, . each  3  00 

71.  index  “  .  “  3  00 

72.  engrossing  books, .  “  3  00 

73.  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 
cap  size,  half  bound,  ruled  or  un¬ 
ruled, .  per  quire  50 

74.  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 

cap  size,  bound,  ruled  or  unruled,. .  “  63 

75.  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality 

of  paper,  of  such  thickness  as  may 
be  required,  half  bound,  ruled  or 
unruled, .  “  25 

76.  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Depart¬ 

ment, . each  1 

The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  of  paper 
and  binding  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  different  depart¬ 
ments- 
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Proposals  for  Blank  Books,  made  by  Comptroller  Flagg,  dated 
October  s£lth,  1854. 

1.  Nathan  Lane  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No. 

69  Wall  street,  do  declare  that  we  are  the  only  persons 
interested  in  this  estimate ;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  We  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  is  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons  ma¬ 
king  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  respects 
fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  We  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  chief  of  bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly  • 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

NATHAN  LANE  &  CO. 

City  and  County  of  Ne  w  York,  ss: 

The  undersigned,  Nathan  Lane,  of  the  firm  of  Nathan 
Lane  &  Co.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  all  the  facts  set 
forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  is  made  with  an  honest  intention,,  if  the  same  is  ac¬ 
cepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation, 
and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

NATHAN  LANE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  ? 

this  9th  day  of  November,  1854.  S 

Samuel  P.  Bell, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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•  OBLIGATION  OP  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance  ;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  May¬ 
or,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or 
persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such 
contract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  may  be  obliged  .to  pay  to  the  next  highest 
bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  9th  ) 
day  of  November,  a.  d.,  1854. ) 

GEO.  W.  LANE, 
W.  B.  SAGE. 

In  presence  of 

Samuel  P.  Bell. 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

George  W,  Lane  and  William  B.  Sage  being  duly  sworn, 
say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or 
freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum 


of  one  thousand  dollars. 


GEO.  W.  LANE, 
W.  B.  SAGE. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  Nov.,  a.  d.,  1854.  S 

Samuel  P.  Bell, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  8, 1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  .  The  articles  and  work 

to  be  of  the  best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as 
may  be  required,  and  no  articles  to  be  delivered,  except 
on  a  requisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to 
be  signed  or  approved  by  the  Head  of  the  Department. 


comptroller’s  office. 

1.  2  ledgers .  per  quire  $3  00 

2.  1  journal . . . .  “  3  00 

3.  65  warrant  books,  333  pages  each. . .  each  4  88 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4.  4  large  books,  500  pages  each . per  quire  2  00 

5.  2  “  “  400  “  .  “  2  00 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

6.  8  declaration  of  intention  books.  .....  each  6  00 

T.  3  judgment  books .  “  10  00 

8.  12  docket  books .  “  14  00 

9.  1  index  for  equity  suits .  “  14  75 

10  record  naturalization  books .  “  5  75 

TAX  COMMISSIONER. 

11.  22  assessor’s  field  books .  “  6  00 

12-22  “  return  “  “  6  00 

13. 22  receiver’s  “  .  “  6  00 
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mayor’s  office. 

14.  1  cartmen’s  register . per  quire  $2  75 

15.  1  cash  book . . .  “  3  00 

16.  1  tavern  register .  each  11  37 

17.  recognizance  books,  7  vols .  “  6  00 

18.  1  complaint  book . “  7  50 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19.  2  registers  of  births .  “  25  00 

20.  1  “  marriages .  “  37  00 

21.  1  “  deaths .  “  38  75 

22.  2  books  scavengers’ reports .  “  14  00 

STREET  COMMISSIONER. 

23.  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound 

in  calf .  “  13  00 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24.  Complaint  books . “  8  50 

CLERK  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25.  30  books,  ruled  to  order .  “  4  25 

26-  cap  books,  full  bound .  “  4  88 

27.  6  records  of  proceedings  of  Common 

Council .  “  5  25 

28.  36  indexes . . .  “  4  31 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29.  blank  returns .  “  01 

MARINE  COURT. 

30.  register  for  justices .  “  8  50 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31.  register  for  justice.., .  “  9  75 
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CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

82.  1  index  book  of  persons  arrested .  each  $14  00 

38-  minutes  of  the  Chief  of  Police .  “  6  37 

34.  stolen  property  book .  “  9  50 

35.  general  information  book .  “  9  00 

36.  days  absent  from  service  book .  “  82  00 

37.  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and  places  “  27  00 

38.  register  of  policemen . “  8  75 

39.  alphabetical  list  of  policemen .  “  16  00 

40.  returns  of  persons  arrested .  “  14  25 

41.  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances  “  12  75 

42.  complaints  against  policemen .  “  11  38 

43.  offences  against  property .  “  18  25 

44.  31  beat  books .  “  16  00 

45.  days  lost  by  sickness . “  31  00 

46.  4  receipt  books . “  4  25 

47.  2  general  order  books .  11  4  56 

48.  special  “  “  “  3  25 

49.  fire  reports. .. .  . . “  7  38 

50-  description  of  felons .  “  11  25 

51.  morning  reports  to  Chief  of  Police, 

(red  book) .  “  13  00 

52.  stationery  book,  (delivered). . .  “  2  00 

53*.  “  11  (received) .  “  1  75 

54.  advertisement  books . r< .  “  2  00 

55- return  of  lodgers . “  4  75 

56.  return  of  sergeants...,, .  “  4  75 

57.  tables  of  violation  of  Corporation  or¬ 

dinances  . . .  •  •  •  “  12  00 

58.  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended. . .  “  14  75 

59.  hack  inspectors . “  2  50 

60.  1  cart  inspectors .  “  2  50 
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61.  minutes  of  telegraph .  each  $6  38 

62.  memorandum  books .  “  75 

63.  100  blotters . “  175 

64.  forfeited  r  ecognizances .  “  1100 

65.  tables  of  arrests .  “  26  25 

66.  complaints  against  policemen  dismiss¬ 

ed  by  the  Mayor .  “  8  00 

67-  names  of  reserve  corps .  “  9  75 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

68.  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound. .  .per  quire  83 

69.  two  “  “  “  “  ...  “  50 

70.  minute  books .  each  3  00 

71.  index  “  .  “  3  00 

72.  engrossing  books .  “  3  00 


73.  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  maybe  required, 

cap  size,  \  bound,  ruled  or  unruled. per  quire  50 

74.  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 


such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 

cap  size,  bound,  ruled  or  unruled..  “  63 

75.  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality 

of  paper,  of  such  thickness  as  may 
be  required,  half  bound,  ruled  or 
unruled .  “  25 

76.  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Depart¬ 

ment  .  each  01 


The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  paper  and 
binding  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  different  departments. 
Proposal, s  for  Blank  Books ,  made  by  Moriarty  4*  Campbell, 
dated  JYovember  8th,  1854. 

We,  Moriarty  &  Campbell,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
No.  28  Maiden  lane,  do  declare  that  we  are  the  only  per- 


,  -i 
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sons  interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person 
than  herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in 
the  contract  proposed  to  be  taken . 

2-  We  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  is  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all 
respects  fair,  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  We  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  chief  of  bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — The  undersigned, 
being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  all 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and 
that  the  proposal  is  made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the 
same  is  accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  j 
day  of  185  .  s 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness-] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded 
to  the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  be¬ 
come  bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and 
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that  if  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to 
execute  the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of 
such  contract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest 
bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

SAML.  WADDELL. 

Robert  McKinley. 

Witness  our  hands,  this.  8th  day  ) 
of  November,  a.  d.,  1854.  f 

In  presence  of 

John  Campbell. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss : — 

Being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that  lip 
is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  is  worth  the  sum  of 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this ) 
day  of  a.  d.  ,  185  .  $ 

([proposals  for  supplies  for  the  corporation. 

New  York,  November  9,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  October  27th.  The  articles  and  work  to  be 
of  the  best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be 
required,  and  no  Articles  to  be  delivered,  except  on  a  re- 
2 
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quisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to  be 
signed  or  approved  by  the  head  of  the  Department. 

comptroller’s  office. 

1,  2  ledgers, . per  quire  $2  00 

2,  1  journal .  “  2  00 

3,  65  warrant  books,  333  pages  each . each  4  00 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4,  4  large  books,  500  pages  each . per  quire  1  75 

5,  2  “  “  400  “  .  “  1  75 

COUNTY  clerk. 

6,  8  declaration  of  intention  books . each  3  00 

7,  3  judgment  books . .  “  9  00 

8,  12  docket  books . . . .  “  14  00 

9,  1  index  for  equity  suits .  “  14  00 

10,  record  naturalization  books .  “  6  00 

TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

11,  22  assessor’s  field  books .  “  5  00 

12,  22  “  return  “  . . . .  “  5  00 

13,  22  receiver’s  “  . . .  “  5  00 

mayor’s  office. 

14,  1  cartmen’s  register . ..per  quire  2  50 

15,  1  cash  book . .  “  2  50 

16,  1  tavern  register . each  9  00 

17,  recognizance  books,  7  vols .  “  5  00 

18,  1  complaint  book . .  “  7  00 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19,  2  registers  of  births .  “  20  00 

20,  1  “  marriages . “  25  00 
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21,  1  register  deaths . . . .  each  $28  00 

22,  2  books  scavengers*  reports . .  “  5  00 


STREET  COMMISSIONER. 

23,  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound  in  calf,  “  2  50 


CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24,  complaint  books . .  “  2  50 

CLERK  OP  COMMON  COUNCIL.' 

25,  30  books,  ruled  to  order .  “  3  00 

26,  cap  books,  full  bound .  “  4  00 

27,  6  records  of  proceedings  of  Common  Council, 

each .  4  00 

28,  36  indexes . . . each  8  00 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29,  blank  returns  . .  “  01 

MARINE  COURT. 

30,  register  for  justices . .  each,  7  50 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31,  register  for  justice . . .  “  7  00 

CHIEF  OP  POLICE. 

32,  1  index  book  of  persons  arrested .  “  10  00 

33,  minutes  of  Chief  of  Police . .  “  5  00 

34,  stolen  property  book . “  8  00 

35,  general  information  book .  “  20  00 

36,  days  absent  from  service  book . < .  “  10  00 

37,  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and  places . .  “  17  50 

38,  register  of  policemen .  “  7  00 

39,  alphabetical  list  of  policemen .  “  10  00 
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40,  returns  of  persons  arrested . . .each $10  00 

41,  violations  of  corporation  ordinances. .. .  “  8  00 

42,  complaints  against  policemen.... .  “  15  00 

43,  offences  against  property . “  18  00 

44,  31  beat  hooks . . ....  “  9  00 

45,  days  lost  by  sickness . .  “  20  00 

46,  4  receipt  books .  “  3  00 

47,  2  general  order  books . . .  “  4  00 

48,  special  “  “  .  3  00 

49,  fire  reports . . .  “  6  00 

50,  descriptions  of  felons .  “  10  00 

51,  morning  reports  to  Chief  of  Police,  (red  book) 

each  . . 10  00 

52,  stationery  book,  (delivered) . each  1  00 

53,  “  “  (received) . .  ‘‘  1  00 

54,  advertisement  books . .  2  00 

55,  return  of  lodgers . “  4  00 

56,  return  of  sergeants . “  4  00 

57,  tables  of  violation  of  Corporation  ordinances 

each .  9  00 

58,  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended _ ..each  12  00 

59,  hack  inspectors . . “  2  00 

60,  1  cart  inspectors. . . “  2  00 

61,  minutes  of  telegraph  . .  “  2  50 

62,  memorandum  books .  “  75 

63,  100  blotters . “  2  00 

64,  forfeited  recognizances . “  10  00 

65,  tables  of  arrests .  “  20  00 

66,  complaints  against  policemen  dismissed  by  the 

Mayor . each,  5  00 

67,  names  of  reserve  corps... .  «  7  50 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

68,  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound,  per  quires  $  31 


69,  two  “  “  “  37 

70,  minute  books  . . , .  each  2  50 

71,  index  “  . .  “  2  50 

72,  engrossing  books .  “  2  50 


73,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of  such  thick- 

]jpss  as  may  be  required,  cap  size,  half 
bound,  ruled  or  unruled . per  quire  37 

7 4,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  pap^r,  of  such  thick¬ 

ness  as  may  be  required,  cap  size,  bound, 
ruled  or  unruled . per  quire  38 

75,  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality  of  paper, 

of  such  thickness  as  may  be  required,  half 

bound ,  ruled  or  unruled . per  quire  40 

75,  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Department .  01 

The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  paper  and 
binding  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  different  departments. 

Proposals  for  Stationery  made  by  Bowne  fy  Co .*  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  9, 1854. 

1.  We,  Bowne  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  150 
Pearl  street,  do  declare  that  wc  the  only  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  persons  than 
herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  We  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  is  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons  mak¬ 
ing  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  respects 
fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 
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3.  We  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  deputy 
thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  offieer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  as. 

The  undersigned,  Robert  Bowne,  being  duly  affirmed, 
say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposal 
are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made  with  an  honest  in¬ 
tention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter  into  the  contract 
with  the  Corporation,  and  carry  it  out  in  good  faith. 

ROBT.  BOWNE. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  November,  1854.  $ 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two-  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  We,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  eity  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 


23 


(Doc.  No.  8. 


monalty  may  bo  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder 
to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

JOSHUA.  S.  UNDERHILL, 
WASHINGTON  RITTER. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  9th  day  } 
of  November,  a.  d.  1854.  f 

In  presence  of  D.  F.  Cubby. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Being  duly  affirmed,  say,  and  each  by  himself,  says,  that 
he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the  city  of  New  York* 
and  is  worth  the  sum  of 

JOSHUA  S.  UNDERHILL, 
WASHINGTON  RITTER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ? 

9th  day  of  November,  1854-  $ 

D.  F.  Cubby,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

PB0P03ALS  FOB  SUPPLIES  FOB  THE  COBPOEATION. 

New  York,  Nov.  9, 1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  N'ew  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  October  27, 1854.  The  articles  and  work  to 
be  of  the  best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may 
be  required,  and  no  articles  to  be  delivered,  except  on  a 
requisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to  be 
signed  or  approved  by  the  head  of  the  department. 
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COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE. 

1.  2  ledgers. . . . per  quire  $2  85 

2.  1  journal . . .  “  2  85 

8.  65  warrant  books,  838  pages  each. . .  each  2  60 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4.  4  large  books,  500  pages  each . per  quire  1  75 

5.  2  “  400  pages  each .  “  1  56 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

6.  8  declaration  of  intention  books . .  each  5  80 

7.  3 judgment  books . “  4  60 

8.  12  docket  books .  “  7  15 

9.  1  index  for  equity  suits .  “  13  80 

10.  record  naturalization  books .  “  1  75 

TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

11.  22  assessor's  field  books .  “  7  90 

12.  22  “  return  “  . “  7  90 

13.  22  receiver's  “  .  “  7  90 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE. 

14.  1  cartmen’s  register . .  per  quire  3  15 

15.  1  cash  book . . .  “  1  48 

16.  1  tavern  register .  each  8  20 

17.  recognizance  books,  7  vois . “  4  50 

18.  1  complaint  book .  M  85 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19.  2  registers  of  births .  “  31  50 

20.  1  “  marriages  .  “  25  40 

21.  1  “  deaths . . .  “  25  40 

22.  2  books  scavengers’ reports .  “  185 
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STREET  COMMISSIONER. 

23.  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound 

in  calf .  each  $7  90 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY, 

24.  complaint  books .  “  12  45 

CLERK  OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25.  30  books,  ruled  to  order .  “  3  20 

26.  cap  books,  full  bound .  “  3  20 

27.  6  records  of  proceedings  of  Common 

Council . .  “  5  40 

28.  36  indexes .  “  1  05 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29.  blank  returns. . . .  “  6  65 

MARINE  COURT. 

30.  register  for  justices .  “  3  90 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31.  registers  for  justice . *  “  8  90 

CHIEF  OP  POLICE. 

32.  1  index  book  of  persons  arrested ....  “  9  15 

33.  minutes  of  the  Chief  of  Police .  “  11  25 

34.  stolen  property  book .  “  13  25 

35.  general  information  book .  “  9  50 

36.  days  absent  from  service  book .  “  15  75 

37.  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and  places  “  10  75 

38.  register  of  policemen .  “  9  85 

39.  alphabetical  list  of  policemen . .  “  2  90 

40.  returns  of  persons  arrested .  “  10  50 

41.  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances.  “  8  10 

42.  complaints  against  policemen .  “  6  15 
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48.  offences  against  property. . . .  each  $5  75 

44.  31  beat  books . “  8  06 

45.  days  lost  by  sickness . . .  “  13  75 

46.  4  receipt  books . rt  8  15 

47.  2. general  order  books .  “  2  10 

48.  special  “  . . .  “  2  10 

49.  fire  reports. .  “  12  16 

50.  description  of  felons .  1  8  60 

51.  morning  reports  to  Chief  of  Police, 

(red  book) . *. -  “  7  45 

52.  stationery  book,  (delivered) .  “  85 

53.  “  “  (received) .  “  85 

54.  advertisement  books . .  “  85 

55.  return  of  lodgers . .  “  85 

56.  return  of  sergeants . . .  “  85 

57.  tables  of  violation  of  Corporation  or¬ 

dinances  .  ‘  85 

58.  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended. . .  “  75 

59.  hack  inspectors . . .  “  5  20 

60.  1  cart  inspectors . *. . . .  ;  85 

61.  minutes  of  telegraph .  "i  85 

62.  memorandum  books. . . .  “  52 

63.  100  blotters .  ;l  85 

64.  forfeited  recognizances  . . .  “  8  90 

65.  tables  of  arrests .  “  10  15 

66.  complaints  against  policemen  dismissed 

by  the  Mayor  . . . . , .  “  85 

67.  names  of  reserve  corps .  “  85 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

68.  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound. . . .  per  quire  40 

69.  two  “  “  “  ....  M  36 
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70.  minute  books .  each  $  85 

71.  index  “  . .  “  95 

72.  engrossing  books . .  “  2  40 

73.  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  maybe  required, 
cap  size,  half  bound,  ruled  or  un¬ 
tied  .  per  quire  25 

74.  blp,nk  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 

cap  size,  bound,  ruled  or  unruled . .  “  40 

75.  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality 

of  paper,  of  such  thickness  as  may 
be  required,  half  bound,  ruled  or 
unruled .  “  19 

76.  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Department  each  50 


The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  paper  and. 
binding  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  different  departments. 

Proposals  for  Blank  Books  for  the  Corporation ,  made,  by  John 
C.  Beale,  dated  JYovember  9,  1854. 

1.  John  C.  Beale,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  78 
Wall  street,  and  262  Broadway,  do  declare  that  I  am  the 
only  person  interested  in  this  estimate,  and  that  no  other 
person  than  herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate, 
or  in  the  contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  I  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  was  made  with¬ 
out  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  I  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  head  of  department,  chief  of  bureau,  deputy 
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thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works 
to  which  it  relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits 
thereof. 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss : — The  undersigned 
being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made 
with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter 
into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry  it  out 
in  good  faith. 

JOHN  C.  BEALE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this-) 

9th  of  November,  1854.  ) 

W.  0.  Mumford, 

Coiri’r  of  Deeds , 

OBLIGATION  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  w7ith  a  witness.  J 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded 
to  the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  be¬ 
come  bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and 
that  if  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  execute  the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will 
pay  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  any  difference  between  the  sum  to  which 
such  person  or  persons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  comple- 
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tion  of  such  contract,  and  that  which  the  said  Major,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next 
highest  bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

AZOR  S.  MARVIN. 

WM.  H.  MURPHY. 

Witness  our  hand,  this  9th  day  ) 
of  November,  A.  D.  i854.  j 

In  presence  of  W.  O.  Mumford. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss:—  Azor  S'.  Marvin  and 
William  II.  Murphy,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each 
by  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  over  and  above  all  liabilities. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  9th  ) 
day  of  November,  A  .  I).,  1854.  j 

W.  0.  Mumford, 

Corner  of  Deeds . 

PROPOSALS  FOR  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  9th,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  October,  1854.  The  articles  and  work  to  be 
of  the  best  quality  ;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be 
required,  and  no  articles  to  be  delivered,  except  on  a  re¬ 
quisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to  be 
signed  or  approved  by  the  head  of  the  department. 

COLLINS,  BOW.NE  &  CO. 
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comptroller’s  office. 

1,  2  ledgers, . .  ...  .per  quire  $1  15 

2,  1  journal, .  “  1  25 

3,  65  warrant  books,  333  pages  each,. .  .each  1  75 

TAX  RECEIVER. 

4,  4  large  books,  500  pages  each, . per  quire  1  10 

5,  2  “  400  “  “  .  “  1  10 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

6,  8  declaration  of  intention  books,  . . .  each  1  25 

7,  3  judgment  books, .  “  4  00 

8,  12  docket  books,. . .  “  7  75 

9,  1  index  for  equity  suits, .  “  7  50 

10,  record  naturalization  books,....-..  11  3  00 

TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

11,  22  assessors’ field  books, .  “  4  00 

12,  22  “  return  “  . .  “  4  00 

13,  22  receivers’  “  .  “  3  50 

Mayor's  OFFICE. 

14,  1  cartmen’s  register, . per  quire  1  10 

15,  1  cash  book, . . ... .  “  1  00 

16,  1  tavern  register, . each  5  00 

17,  recognizance  books,  7  volumes .  u  3  50 

18,  1  .complaint  book, .  “  75 

CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19,  2  registers  of  births, .  "  10  00 

20,  1  “  marriages,. . . .  “  12  50 

21,  1  “  deaths,... . “  12  50 

22,  2  books  scavengers’  reports, . . .  “  2  75 
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STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

23,  6 contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound 

in  calf,. . each  $3  50 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24,  complaint  books, . .  44  30 

CLERK  OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25,  30  books,  ruled  to  order, .  “  2  00 

26,  cap  books,  full  bound, . , .  44  2  00 

27,  6  records  of  proceed,  of  Com.  Coun.  “  2  00 

28,  36  indexes, . “  20 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29,  blank  returns, .  44  02 

MARINE  COURT. 

30,  register  for  justices, .  41  2  00 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31,  register  for  justice, .  44  4  50 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

32,  1  index  book  of  persons  arrested .  44  4  50 

33,  minutes  of  the  Chief  of  Police, .  “  5  00 

34,  stolen  property  book, .  44  8  00 

35,  general  information  book, .  44  1  00 

36,  days  absent  from  service  book, . “  10  00 

37,  ret’ns  of  suspicious  persons  and  places,  44  4  50 

38,  register  of  policemen, .  44  4  50 

39,  alphabetical  list  of  policemen, .  44  2  75 

40,  returns  of  persons  arrested, . . .  44  7  00 

41,  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances,  44  3  50 

42,  complaints  against  policemen, .  44  3  50 
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43,  offences  against  property, . each  $8  00 

44,  31  beat  books,....  . . “  7  50 

45,  days  lost  by  sickness,. . . . “  10  00 

46,  4  receipt  books, . “  125 

47,  2  general  order  books .  “  1  25 

48,  special  “  “  . .  “  50 

49,  fire  reports, . “  5  00 

50,  description  of  felons, .  “  2  00 

51,  morning  reports  of  Chief  of  Police, 

(red  book,) .  “  4  50 

52,  stationery  book,  (delivered,) .  “  25 

53,  “  “  (received,) . .  “  25 

54,  advertisement  books, . “  25 

55,  return  of  lodgers, . . “  50 

56,  return  of  sergeants, . .  “  60 

57,  tables  of  violations  of  corp’n  ord’nces,  “  50 

5S,  returns  of  persons  apprehended,....  “  4  50 

59,  hack  inspectors,... . “  3  00 

60,  1  cart  inspectors, . “  10 

61,  minutes  of  telegraph, .  ;t  10 

62,  momorandum  books,. ... . .  “  10 

63,  100  blotters, . .’ .  “  37 

64,  forfeited  recognizances, . “  75 

65,  tables  of  arrests, . . .  “  6  50 

66,  complaints  against  policemen  dismiss- 

by  the  Mayor, .  “  1  00 

67,  names  of  reserve  corps, .  “  1  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

68,  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound, ..per  quire  20 

69,  two  “  “  “  “  ..  “  20 

70,  minute  books, . . . .  ..each  60 
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71,  index  book, . each  $  25 

72,  engrossing  books, .  “  50 

73,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 

cap  size,  half  bound,  r7ld  or  Unrld, .  per  quire  25 

74,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 

such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 

cap  size,  bound,  ruled  or  unruled,. .  “  30 

75,  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality 

of  paper,*  of  such  thickness  as  may 
be  required,  half  bound,  ruled  or 
unruled, .  “  25 

76,  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Dep7tm;t, 

binding  only.  (Furnished  by  printer)  each  1  00 

The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  paper  and 
binding  as  those  now  in  use' by  the  different  departments. 

Proposals  for  Supplies  for  Corporation ,  made  by  Collins > 
Bowne  fy  Co .,  dated  JYovember  9,  1854. 

1.  We,  Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Nos.  174  and  176  Pearl  street,  do  declare  that  they  are 
the  only  persons  interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no 
other  person  than  herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  es¬ 
timate,  or  in  the  contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  They  do  further  declare  that  this  estimate  was  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  They  do  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  deputy 
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thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to  which  it 
relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

COLLINS,  BOWNE  &  CO. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

The  undersigned,  William  Bowne,  one  of  the  said  firm, 
being  duly  affirmed,  say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  proposal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is 
made  with  an  honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to 
enter  into  the  contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry 
it  out  in  good  faith. 

WILLIAM  BOWNE, 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  November,  1854,  j 

John  A.  Hillery, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

OBLIGATIONS  OF  SURETIES. 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  us 
paid,  We,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per- 
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sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder 
to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 

W.  0.  WETMORE, 

C.  P.  CARPENDER. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  9th  day  ) 
of  Nov.,  a.d.  1854.  $ 

In  presence  of 

J.  A.  Hillery. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,ss: 

The  undersigned,- being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by 
himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars. 

#  W.  0.  WETMORE, 

C.  P.  CARPENDER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  Nov.,  a.  d.  1854.  j 

John  A.  Hillery, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

New  York,  November  9th,  1854. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned  will  furnish  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  article,  On  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  printed  advertise¬ 
ment,  dated  The  articles  and  work  to  be 

of  the  best  quality;  the  quantities  to  be  varied  as  may  be 
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required,  and  no  articles  to  be  delivered,  except  on  a 
requisition,  certifying  that  the  same  are  necessary,  to  be 
signed  or  approved  by  the  head  of  the  Department. 

McSPEDON  &  BAKER, 

25  Pine  street. 

comptroller’s  office. 

1,  2  ledgers. . . per  quire  3  12 

2,  1  journal . * .  ■  2  87 

8,  65  warrant  books,  333  pages  each. . . .  each  5  60 

TAX  RECEIVERS. 

4,  4  large  books,  500  pages  each. . ....  .per  quire  2  12 

5,2  “  “  400  “  - ...  “  2  00 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

6,  8  declaration  of  intention  books .  .f -  each  5  88 

7,  3  judgment  books .  “  9  63 

8, 12  docket  books .  “  14  70 

6,  1  index  for  equity  suits .  “  16  00 

10,  record  naturalization  books .  “  6  25 

TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

11,  22  assessor’s  field  books .  “  6  12 

12. 22  “  return  “  “  6  12 

13. 22  receiver’s  “  “  7  00 

mayor’s  office. 

14,  1  cartmen’s  register .  “  40  00 

15,  1  cash  book .  “  12  00 

16,  1  tavern  register . “  10  25 

17,  recognizance  books,  7  vols .  “  7  00 

18,  1  complaint  book .  “  6  50 
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CITY  INSPECTOR. 

19,  2  registers  of  births .  each  $27  00 

20.1  “  marriages . .  “  35  25 

21. 1  “  deaths .  “  35  00 

22,  2  books  scavengers’  reports .  “  16  00 

STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

23,  6  contract  books,  printed  pages,  bound 

in  calf . “  14  00 

CORPORATION  ATTORNEY. 

24,  complaint  books .  “  7  63 

CLERK  OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

25,  30  books,  ruled  to  order .  “  3  87 

26,  cap  books,  full  bound .  “  4  00 

27,  records  of  proceedings  of  Common 

Council . . . “  5  63 

28,  36  indexes .  “  3  88 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

29,  blank  returns .  “  02 

MARINE  COURT. 

30,  register  for  justices..... .  “  8  12 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

31,  register  for  justice . . .  “  10  00 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

32. 1  index  book  of  persons  arrested .  “  13  88 

33,  minutes  of  the  Chief  of  Police .  “  6  50 

34,  stolen  property  book .  “  11  25 

35,  general  information  book .  “  10  75 
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36,  days  absent  from  service  book . 

37,  returns  of  suspicious  persons  and 

places  . 

38,  register  of  policemen . 

39,  alphabetical  list  of  policemen . 

40,  returns  of  persons  arrested . . 

41,  violations  of  Corporation  ordinances 

42,  complaints  against  policemen . 

43,  offences  against  property . 

44,  31  beat  books' . . . 

45,  days  lost  by  sickness . 

46,  4  receipt  books . 

47,  2  general  order  books . 

48,  special  “  “  . . .  t . 

49,  fire  reports . 

50,  description  of  felons . 

51,  morning  reports  to  Chief  of  Police, 

(red  book) . . . 

52,  stationery  book,  (delivered) . 

53,  “  “  (received) . 

54,  advertisement  books . 

55,  return  of  lodgers . 

56,  return  of  sergeants . 

57,  table  of  violation  of  Corporation  or¬ 

dinances  . . . 

58,  25  returns  of  persons  apprehended. . . 

59,  hack  inspectors  . . 

60, 1  cart  inspectors . 

61,  minutes  of  telegraph . 

62,  memorandum  books . 

63, 100  blotters . 

64,  forfeited  recognizances . 


each  $31  00 

“  28  75 
“  20  00 
“  14  12 

“  14  25 

“  13  63 

“  12  00 
“  19  00 

“  15  00 
“  32  87 
“  4  00 

“  5  00 

“  3  00 

“  7  50 

“  10  88 

“  14  00 

“  1  88 
“  1  87 

“  1  63 

“  4  12 

“  4  12 

“  14  00 

“  16  00 
“  2  00 
“  3  00 

“  7  00 

50 

“  1  63 

“  12  00 
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65,  tables  of  arrests. . . .  • . 

each  $24  75 

66,  complaints  against  policemen  dismiss¬ 
ed  by  the  Mayor . . 

« 

7  88 

67,  names  of  reserve  corps . 

11 

8  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

68,  one  quire  blank  books,  half  bound.. per  quire 

35 

69,  two  “  “  “  “  .. 

“ 

38 

70,  minute  books . 

each 

4  00 

71,  index  “  . 

“ 

2  50 

72,  engrossing  books . 

“ 

4  50 

73,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 
such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 
cap  size,  half  bounc^  ruled  or  un¬ 
ruled . . . . per  quire 

35 

74,  blank  books,  best  quality  of  paper,  of 
such  thickness  as  may  be  required, 
cap  size,  bound,  ruled  or  unruled.. 

(l 

40 

75,  blank  books,  quarto  size,  best  quality 
of  paper,  of  such  thickness  as  may 
be  required,  half  bound,  ruled  or 
unruled . 

30 

76,  returns  of  members  of  Fire  Depart. . . 

each 

06 

The  books  to  be  furnished  of  as  good  quality  paper  and 
binding  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  different  departments. 


Proposals  for  Blank  Boohs ,  made  by  McSpedon  fy  Baker , 
dated  November  9th,  1854. 

1.  McSpedon  &  Baker,  of  the  city  of  New  York^  No. 
25  Pine  street,  do  declare  that  we  are  the  only  persons 
interested  in  this  estimate;  and  that  no  other  person  than 
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herein  named  has  any  interest  in  this  estimate,  or  in  the 
contract  proposed  to  be  taken. 

2.  And  we  further  declare,  that  this  estimate  is  made 
without  any  connection  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
making  an  estimate  for  the  same  work,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  fair  and  without  collusion  or  fraud. 

3.  And  we  further  declare,  that  no  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Head  of  Department,  Chief  of  Bureau,  de¬ 
puty  thereof,  or  clerk  therein,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  interested  therein,  or  in  the  supplies  or  works  to 
which  it  relates,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  profits  thereof. 

,  City  and  County  of  JYew^York,  ss — The  undersigned, 
Thomas  McSpedon  and  Charles  W.  Baker,  being  duly 
sworn,  say,  that  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  pro¬ 
posal  are  true,  and  that  the  proposal  is  made  with  an 
honest  intention,  if  the  same  is  accepted,  to  enter  into  the 
contract  with  the  Corporation,  and  to  carry  it  out  in  good 
faith. 

THOMAS  McSPEDON, 
CHAS.  W.  BAKER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  November,  1854. ) 

J.  Ben.  Wood, 

Notary  Public. 

OBLIGATION  OP  SURETIES.  * 

[There  must  be  two  sureties,  who  will  sign  their  own 
names,  with  a  witness.] 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to 
us  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  consent  and  agree  that  if  the 
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contract  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estimate  be  awarded  to 
the  person  or  persons  making  the  estimate,  we  will  become 
bound  as  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance  ;  and  that  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute 
the  said  contract,  if  so  awarded,  we  will  pay  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any 
difference  between  the  sum  to  which  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons  would  be  entitled  upon  the  completion  of  such  con¬ 
tract,  and  that  which  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  next  highest  bid¬ 
der  to  whom  the  contract  may  be  awarded. 


RICH7D.  B.  CONNOLLY, 
JAMES  C.  WILLET. 


Witness  our  hands,  this  9th  ? 

day  of  November,  a.  d.  1854.  £ 

In  presence  of 

D.  A.  Fowler. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. — Richard  B.  Connolly 
and  James  C.  Willet,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  by 
himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  householder  or  freeholder  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  worth  the  sum  of  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  within  proposal. 


RICH'D.  B.  CONNOLLY, 
JAMES  C.  WILLET. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  ) 

9th  day  of  November,  a.  d.  1854.  f 

D.  A.  Fowler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


4 


DOCUMENT  No.  9 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  11,  1855, 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  for  the  year  1854,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Office  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  1 
January  4,  1855.  j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen: — Pursuant  to  section  422  of  the  general 
ordinance,  organizing  the  departments,  I  transmit  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  titles  of  all  actions  prosecuted  or  defended  by 
me,  as  provided  by  section  420,  of  said  ordinance,  and  now 
pending  and  undetermined,  and  also  of  those  actions  which 
have  been  tried,  argued,  discontinued,  settled  or  decided 
during  the  past  year. 

The  former  are  contained  in  schedule  A,  and  the  latter 
in  schedule  B. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBT.  J.  DILLON. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 


COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Respondents, 

agst. 

James  Price  and  others, 

Appellants. 

Reuben  Parsons, 

Appellant, 

agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others, 
Respondents. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Respondents, 

No.  1.  agst. 

Philip  Mabie  and  others, 

Appellants. 

Same, 

Respondents, 

No.  2.  agst. 

Same, 

Appellants. 

John  H.  Griscom, 

Respondent, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Appellants. 

Thomas  D.  Coddington, 

Respondent, 

agst. 

George  White  and  Thomas  Moneypenny, 
Appellants. 
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Heloise  D.  Chegary. 

Respondent, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Appellants. 

Abel  T.  Anderson  and  Isaac  A.  Johnson, 
Respondents, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Appellants. 

Mathew  Marshall  and  William' Smee, 
Appellants, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ag.,  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others, 
Respondents. 

The  People,  ex  rel.,  William  B.  Reynolds, 

Defendant  in  error. 

ads. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg, 

Plaintiff  in  error. 


The  People,  ex  rel.,  William  B.  Reynolds, 
Appellant, 

agst. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg, 

Respondent. 

The  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Thomas 
E.  Davis  and  Courtland  Palmer, 

Respondents, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others. 
Appellants. 
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The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
Appellants, 

agst. 

Joseph  Jenkins, 

Respondent. 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
Appellants, 

agst . 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York, 

Respondents. 


SUPREME  COURT. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Anthony  Chappie  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Philip  Melmo. 

Edmund  Morewood  and  others, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

James  T.  Bertine  and  another, 
agst. 

Ambrose  C.  Kingsland,  the  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 
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'Leonard  Kirby  and  others, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Charles  Brown, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Eugene  Kettletas,  trustee,  <fcc., 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Alfred  G.  Benson  and  others, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Walter  Franklin, 
agst .  • 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

William  B.  Moneypenny, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

Samuel  B.  Amory  and  others, 
agst . 

Martha  Amory  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Alfred  G.  Benson  and  others. 

Barnet  B.  Boerum, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  another. 
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The  New  York  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

Harris  Comstock, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Stephen  Clark  and  others, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

John  M.  Bradhurst, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Sampson  Dyckman, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Cornelius  Y.  S.  Rosevelt, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Daniel  Gallagher, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c,,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Cyrus  P.  Smith  and  another. 

Marx  W olf, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Richard  B.  Connolly 
and  David  A.  Fowler,  for  a  writ  of  mandamus. 
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Kings  County. 

Thomas  M.  Clark, 
agst. 

Samuel  Phillips. 

The  People  ex  rel.,  Charles  T,  Kip, 
agst. 

J  acob  A.  Westervelt,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  others. 

George  P.  Talman, 
agst. 

Bartholomew  Doyle,  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  others. 

William  B.  Fitch  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

•B.  Peter, 
agst. 

Morris  J.  Earl. 

Edmund  Yernon, 
agst. 

Same. 

James  McMullen, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  another. 

The  President,  &c.,  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Company. 
agst. 

George  G.  Cunningham,  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  others. 

(Company  merely  nominal  parties.) 
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James  Hilyard  and  another, 
agst. 

Zerias  Newell,  and  the  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  People,  ex  rel.,  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York. 
vs. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York. 


NEW  YORK  SUPERIOR  COURT. 

The  Mayor,  Ac,,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

John  T.  Allen. 

.  Monmouth  B.  Hart, 
agst. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York. 

Chauncey  St.  John, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others. 
Lewis  B.  Griffin, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Duncan  P.  Campbell. 

Eliza  Thompson, 
agst . 

Daniel  Carpenter. 
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The  General  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

The' Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Calvin  Oakes  and  others. 

Dominick  L.  Lawrence, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  <fec.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

Abel  T.  Anderson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Andrew  C.  Zabrikies  and  others, 

Smith  W.  Anderson  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

John  Pettigrew, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Francis  B.  Cutting, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

George  C.  Quackenboss, 
agst. 

Same. 

Same. 

agst. 

Barbara  Murray. 
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Nicholas  Quackenboss,  Ex’r.,  &c.,  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Same, 

agst. 

Barbara  Murray. 

John  Pettigrew, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

William  S.  Martin, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Isaac  Edwards, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Abner  Sandford, 
agst. 

Same. 

Mangle  M.  Quackenboss, 
agst. 

Same. 

Same, 

agst. 

Barbara  Murray. 

Gertrude  Leggett, 
agst. 


Same. 
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Same, 
agst . 

John  Gil  martin. 

The  Mayor,  &c..  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst ■ 

IWilliam  B.  Townsend  and  others. 

Smith  W.  Anderson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Horace  P.  Russ  and  another, 
agst. 

Same. 

James  B.  Wilson,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c-,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

Conrad  King, 
agst. 

Philip  Miller,  and  others. 

The  Farmers’  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Frederick  J.  W.  Barkman  and  another. 

Patrick  Logan, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
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Robert  J.  Murray, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst • 

Arthur  Mooty. 

William  Roach, 
agst. 

Aaron  H.  Wyatt  and  others. 

Stephen  R.  Thorne, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

Garret  Dyckman  and  others. 

Charles  Devlin, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

George  S.  St.  John, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Henry  De  Courcey, 
agst. 

Same. 

Henry  Prusse, 
agst. 

Joseph  Dowling. 
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The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
agst. 

The  Parker  Vein  Steamship  Company  of  New  York. 

Joseph  Naylor, 
agst. 

George  G.  Glasier. 


COMMON  PLEAS. 

Maria  De  Varaigne, 
agst. 

Eben  Goodwin. 


George  Hutson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Frederick  A.  Peterson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 


The  La  Farge  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others. 


John  W.  Consall, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York* 


John  S.  Carter, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city  of  New  York 
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Amelia  Murken,  Administratrix,  &c., 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Jonathan  Youdale, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

George  White, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

George  Allen, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Charles  Huber,  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,. and  another. 

John  Quinn, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  another. 

Thomas  Crogan, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  another. 


MARINE  COURT. 
Phoebe  Totten, 
agst. 

James  S.  Ward  and  another. 
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Bernard  Duffy, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Richard  Taylor, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

Morris  Ketchum, 

No.  1.  agst. 

Harvey  Hart  and  others. 

Morris  Ketchum, 

No.  2.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Franklin  Ransom,  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 


DISTRICT  COURT, 

SECOND  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

Martin  Laughman, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
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SCHEDULE  B. 


COURT  OF  APPEALS. 


Charles  G-.  Griffin, 

Appellant, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

Respondents. 

Gottlieb  Gent, 

Respondent, 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

Appellants. 

Eugene  Lentilhon, 
Appellant, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

Respondents. 

Samuel  M.  Thompson  and 
others, 

Appellants. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others, 
Respondents. 

William  Kelly, 

Respondent, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

Appellants. 


Decided  in  favor  of  Cor¬ 
poration,  March  Term, 
1854. 


Decided  in  favor  of  Cor¬ 
poration,  March  Term, 
1854. 


Discontinued.  Appeal  with¬ 
drawn,  May  3d,  1854. 


Decided  in  favor  of  Cor¬ 
poration,  June  Term, 
1854. 


Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo¬ 
ration,  September  Term, 
1854. 
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Charles  H.  Marshall, 

Respondent, 

agst. 

Frederick  L.  Vultee  and  Ben-  Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo- 
jamin  L.  Guion,  ration,  September  Term, 

Appellants.  1854. 

Stephen  Whitney, 

Respondent, 
agst.  * 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  ofHhe  city  of  Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo- 
New  York,  .  ration,  December  29th, 

Appellants.  1854. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

Respondents,  Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo- 
William  Colgate,  ration,  December  29th, 

Appellant.  1854. 


SUPREME  COURT. 


JohnB.  Lenoir, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.t  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Mary  Ann  Hall, 
agst. 

Charles  Henry  Hall  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  others. 

2 


May  8  th,  1854,  new  trial  or¬ 
dered  by  General  Term. 
Suit  abated  by  death  o  f 
plaintiff. 


Foreclosure  suit,  March, 
3d,  1854.  Judgment  for 
plaintiff. 
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Math.  Marshall,  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New;  York,  and  others. 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company, 

agst. 

Joseph  Jenkins. 

Henry  Beakley, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

William  Murray, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

William  Samuel  Johnson, 
agst. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  and  others. 

The  People,  ex  rel.,  E.  D. 
Culver, 

agst. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  county  of  New  York. 


Order  at  General  Term,  af¬ 
firming  order  at  Special 
Term  in  defendant’s  fa¬ 
vor,  Feb.  22d,  1854. 

July  1st,  1854,  entered  judg¬ 
ment  at  General  Term 
affirming  judgment  at 
Special  Term,  in  favor 
defendant. 

March  27 th,  1854,  cause 
tried;  verdict  for  plain¬ 
tiff.  March  28th,  1854, 
judgment  docketed  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  plaintiff. 


Sept.  11th,  1854,  cause  dis¬ 
continued. 


June  28th,  1854,  decree  en¬ 
tered  that  defendants  in¬ 
terplead. 


Suit  settled,  January  16th, 
1854. 


19 


(Doc.  No.  9. 


Gerard  Stuyvesant, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others. 

In  the  matter  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  John  Shea,  for  a 
writ  of  prohibition  against 
the  Police  Commissioners, 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

John  J.  Hicks  and  another. 

The  People,  ex  rel.„  William 
H.  Wright  and  others, 
agst. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg. 

The  People,  ex  rel.,  Horace 
P.  Russ  and  another, 
agst.  ‘ 

Azariah  C.  Flagg,  Comp¬ 
troller. 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company, 

agst. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New 
York. 


Nov.  :16th,  1854,  order  en¬ 
tered  discontinuing  suit 
without  costs  to  either 
party. 

Feb.  27th,  1854,  order  en¬ 
tered  denying  motion, 
with  costs. 

May  9th,  1854,  order  en¬ 
tered  denying  defend¬ 
ants’  motion  to  dis¬ 
solve  injunction. 


Settled  by  Comptroller. 


Settled,  May  23d,  1854. 

May  6th,  1854,  judgment 
entered  at  Special  Term, 
•denying  mandamus,  Sep¬ 
tember  27th,  1854,  judg¬ 
ment  at  Special  Term 
affirmed  at  the  General 
Term. 
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John  C.  Tliwing, 

No.  1-  agst. 

The  Major,  &c.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

John  C.  Thwing, 

No.  2.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Cornelius  B.  De  Baum  and 
another, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others. 

SUFFOLK 

Samuel  D.  Craig, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of’  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  People  ex.  rel.,  Thos. 
R.  Barton,  policeman, 
agst. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg,  Comp¬ 
troller. 

John  Lynch, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Francois  Ravel, 
agst. 

Alfred  Flock  and  the  Mayor, 
&c.,  of  the  city  of  New 
York  and  others. 


Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo¬ 
ration— no  judgment. 

March  3,  1854,  Judgment 
entered  in  favor  of  de¬ 
fendant. 


November,  1854,  decree  en¬ 
tered,  making  Judgment 
permanent. 

COUNTY. 


June  12,  1854,  Judgment 
satisfied  of  record. 


Mandamus  denied.  Order 
entered  September  28th, 
1854. 


Order  for  discontinuance 
entered  April  11th,  1854. 

Judgment  for  Plaintiff. — 
Corporation  nominal 
parties. 
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Theodore  Van  Brunt  and 
another, 

agst. 

Thomas  K.  Downing,  City 
Inspector. 

The  Mayor,  &p.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

Philip  French  and  another. 

Bernard  McCafferty, 
agst. 

George  G.  Glasier,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Streets  and 
Lamps,  and  others. 

The  People  ex.  rel.,  Sidney 
H.  Stuart, 

agst. 

Francis  W.  Edmonds,  Cham¬ 
berlain  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

The  People,  ex.  rel.,  James 
H.  Welch, 

agst . 

Same. 

The  People,  ex.  rel.,  Daniel 
W.  Clark, 

agst . 

Same. 


Injunction  of  plaintiffs  dis¬ 
solved.  Order  entered 
May  18  th,  1854. 

November  16th,  1854,  cases 
discontinued  on  payment 
of  costs. 


Plaintiff’s  injunction  dis¬ 
solved.  Order  entered, 
June  19th,  1854. 

September  11th,  1854,  mo¬ 
tion  for  mandamus  de¬ 
nied  at  Special  Term. 
December  29,  1854,  or¬ 
der  of  Special  Term,  af¬ 
firmed  at  General  Term. 


Same  order  to  be  entered. 
Mandamus  denied. 


Same  order  to  be  entered. 
Mandamus  denied. 
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The  People,  ex.  rel.,  William 
B.  Rockwell, 
agst. 

Same. 

The  People  ex.  rel.,  William 
Bogert, 

*  agst. 

Same. 

The  People  ex.  rel.,  William 
S.  Wood, 

agst. 

Same. 

The  People,  ex.  rel.,  Barna¬ 
bas  W.  Osborn, 
agst. 

Same. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition 
of  Isaac  Adriance  for  man¬ 
damus  for  the  correction 
taxes. 

The  Chemical  Bank, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
New  York,  and  others. 

Horace  P.  Russ  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


‘Mandamus  denied.  Same 
order  to  be  entered. 


Mandamus  denied.  Same 
order  to  be  entered. 


Mandamus  denied.  Same 
order  to  be  entered. 


Mandamus  denied.  Same 
order  to  be  entered. 

Mandamus  denied  as  to 
part  and  granted  as  to 
residue. 

Motion  for  injunction  de¬ 
nied  September  18, 1854, 
and  order  entered  De¬ 
cember  19,  1854.  Cause 
discontinued. 

December  22d,  1854,  order 
entered  denying  motion 
for  injunction. 
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John  B.  Haskin, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  Mayor.  &c.,  of  the  city 
New  York, 

agst. 

Eugene  Keteltas. 

Joseph  Shilton  and  others, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

EliphaletNott, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others. 

Belmont  and  others, 
agst .  > 

Same  and  others. 

William  Douglass, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Ledwig  Joeck  by  J ohn  Barry, 
guardian, 

agst . 

Calvin  N.  Henry  and  another. 


(Doc.  No.  9. 

COURT. 


Discontinued  without  costs, 
April  22d,  1854. 


Tried  May  23d,  1854,  com¬ 
plaint  dismissed. 


November  18th,  1854,  dis¬ 
continued. 


May  8th,  1854,  decree  set¬ 
tled. 


Ditto. 


Discontinued  Novem’r  2d, 
1854. 


March  31st,  1854,  discon¬ 
tinued. 


Doc.  No.  9.) 


24 


The  Metropolitan  Bank, 
agst. 

Harvey  Hart  and  others. 

Jason  J.  Palmer  and  another, 
No.  1.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

James  C.  Moneghan, 
agst. 

Nathaniel  Patten  and  others. 

Richard  Quinn, 
agst. 

Martin  Mclnerny. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

No.  4.  agst. 

Philip  Mabie  and  others. 

Elizabeth  O’Connor,  admin¬ 
istratrix,  &c., 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Horace  P.  Russ  and  another, 
agst. 

The  same. 

Jason  J.  Palmer, 

No.  2.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


Suit  compromised  and  discon¬ 
tinued  November  20,  1854, 
pursuant  to  resolution  of 
Common  Council. 


Tried  January  19th,  1854 
complaint  dismissed. 

Tried  February  9th,  1854. 
Verdict  for  defendants. 

Complaint  dismissed  April 
10th,  1854. 


Tried  May  23d,  1854.  Ver¬ 
dict  for  plaintiffs . 


Discontinued  April  17th, 
1854. 

Discontinued  April  1st, 
1854. 

July  12th,  1854,  compromis¬ 
ed,  pursuant  to  resolution 
of  the  Common  Council. 
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Charles  Devlin, 

No.  1.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &e.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

William  S.  Gregory  and 
others, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Horace  P.  Russ  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Alexander  M.  C.  Smith, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

Peter  Schermerhorn. 

Joseph  A.  Cullen, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  Trustees  of  the  New 
York  Society  Library, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


October  10th,  1854,  tried. 
Complaint  dismissed. 


April  3d,  1854,  discon¬ 
tinued. 


Discontinued  January  14th, 
1854. 


Tried  November  20th,  1854, 
Verdict  for  plaintiff. 


Abated  by  death  of  defend¬ 
ant. 


Abated  by  the  death  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo¬ 
ration.  Order  dissolving 
injunction,  entered  May 
16th,  1854. 
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The  Major,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

Peter  Stuyvesant  and  others. 

Michael  Lacour, 

No.  1.  agst. 

The  Major,  «fec.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Michael  Lacour  and  others, 

No.  2.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  Attorney  General  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and 
others, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Edward  Roberts  and  others 
agst. 

Same. 

James  Moore, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Cannon 
street  Baptist  Church;  in 
the  city  of  New  York, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 


November  14th,  .1854,  judg¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  plain  tiffs 
at  Special  Term;  affirm¬ 
ed  at  General  Term. 

Judgment  at  Special  Term 
adverse  to  Corpora¬ 
tion;  affirmed  at  Gene¬ 
ral  Term. 


Settled  by  Comptroller. 


Judgment  at  General  Term 
adverse  to  Corporation. 
Decided  in  favor  of  Corpo¬ 
ration.  February  11th, 
1854. 


June  3d,  1854,  demurrer  of 
defendants  overruled. 


December  12th,  1854,  cause 
argued;  not  decided. 
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Leonard  Appleby, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

William  McDermott, 
agst. 

Martin  R.  Beam  and  another. 


The  Attorney  General  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and 
others, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

George  W.  Walling, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Robert  J.  Brown, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

The  New  York  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company, 
agst . 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  and  others. 


June  19th  and  20th,  1854, 
cause  tried,  verdict  for 
plaintiff;  June  26th, 

1854,  judgment  entered. 

April  24tli  and  25tli,  1854, 
cause  tried,  verdict  for 
plaintiff;  April  29th, 

1854,  judgment  in  plain¬ 
tiff's  favor. 


February  27th,  1854,  dis¬ 
continued  without  costs 
to  either  party. 

November  15th,  1854,  ver¬ 
dict  for  plaintiff,  subject 
to  opinion  of  Court,  at 
General  Term. 


Discontinued  Novem’r  3d, 
1854. 

Decision  at  Special  Term 
adverse  to  Corporation, 
May  13th,  1854;  Decem¬ 
ber  13th,  1854,  cause  ar¬ 
gued  at  General  Term; 
not  decided. 
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Thomas  J.  Barr, 

agst. 

Ebenezer  S.  Dewey. 

John  Harper, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  <fcc.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

Edward  Heinrich  and  an¬ 
other. 

Gray  W.  Valentine, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
agst. 

Robert  H.  Goff  and  another. 


The  New  York  Oily  Insur¬ 
ance  Company, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


Settled. 

November  23d  and  24th, 
1854,  cause  tried,  verdict 
for  plaintiff;  November 
28th,  1854,  judgment  en¬ 
tered. 


Settled  by  Comptroller. 

June  16t.h,  1854,  cause  dis¬ 
continued  without  costs 
to  either  party. 

May  20th,  1854,  plaintiff’s 
injunction  made  perma¬ 
nent;  September  30th, 
1854,  deed  returned  by 
defendant,  and  cause  dis¬ 
continued  . 


September  4th,  1854,  com¬ 
plaint  dismissed  at  Spe¬ 
cial  Term. 
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The  Mayor,  <fec.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 

agst. 

Robert  H.  Van  Deusen  and 
others. 

William  H.  Adams, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


July  12th,  1854,  claim  of 
Corporation  paid  to  the 
C  roton  Aqueduct I)e- 
partment. 

November  17  th,  1854,  cause 
tried,  verdict  for  plain¬ 
tiff,  subject  to  opinion  of 
court  at  General  Term. 


COMMON  PLEASX 


John  Green, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Lewis  0.  Wilson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Josiah  P.  Knapp, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Samuel  H.  Thompson, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


Cause  submitted,  Novem¬ 
ber  Term. 

Aug.  23d,  1854,  judgment 
entered  in  favor  of  de¬ 
fendants. 

April  18th  and  19th,  1854, 
cause  tried  ;  verdict  for 
defendants. 

October  31st,  1854,  discon¬ 
tinued,  without  costs  to 
either  party. 
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Reinhold  Doscher, 
agst. 

Thomas  Doyle  and  another. 

Sarah  H.  Jacobs, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Samuel  H.  De  Mott  and 
others. 
agst. 

The  Mayoy,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

James  B.  Hetherington, 
agst. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg. 

Jacob  Gole, 
agst. 

Morris  J.  Earl. 

Thomas  J.  G.  Blumenrother, 
agst. 

Same. 

George  Litthurst, 
agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Max  Maretzek, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York  and  another. 


April  15th,  1854.  Tried. 
Verdict  for  plaintiff. 


Tried.  Not  yet  decided. 


January  1854.  Decided 
in  favor  of  Corporation- 

Appeal  withdrawn  by  or¬ 
der  of  defendant'.  Set¬ 
tled  by  Comptroller. 

Discontinued,  October  2d, 
1854. 

Discontinued,  October  2d, 
1854. 


Tried.  October  Tth,  1854, 
complaint  dismissed. 

September  4th,  1854,  com¬ 
plaint  dismissed  and  in¬ 
junction  dissolved. 
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George  W.  Morton, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

James  Taylor, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


MARINE 
John  Garrett, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  '&c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

John  Sumner, 
agst * 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Jacob  Colville  and  another, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

John  Simmons, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  Ac.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

William  Hayes, 
agst. 

Patrick  Donohoe. 


Sept.  28th,  1854,  appeal 
from  judgment  of  Marine 
Court  withdrawn,  pursu¬ 
ant  to  resolution  of  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

Aug.  15th,  1854,  appeal 
from  judgment  of  Marine 
Court  withdrawn,  pursu¬ 
ant^  resolution  of  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 


COURT. 

Judgment  of  Marine  Court 
in  plaintiff's  favor,  de¬ 
clared  void  by  Common 
Pleass. 


January  21st,  1854.  Judg¬ 
ment  for  plaintiff. 


February  2d,  1854.  Judg¬ 
ment  for  plaintiff. 


May  29th,  1854.  Judg¬ 
ment  for  defendants. 

Sept.  Tth,  1854.  Tried. 
Yerdict  for  defendant. 
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William  B.  Nichols, 
agst. 

Robert  King. 

Francis  Quinn, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  c 
of  New  York. 

Charles  Eckhart, 
agst < 

James  A.  P.  Hopkins. 


December  21st,  1854.  Tried. 
Yerdict  for  plaintiff. 


September  27 th,  1854.  Tried, 
Complaint  dismissed. 

October  25th,  1854.  Tried. 
Complaint  dismissed. 


DISTRICT  COURT, 


FIFTH  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

Sante  Minto, 

No.  1.  agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  March  29th,  1854.  Tried, 
of  New  York.  Complaint  dismissed. 


Same, 
No.  2.  agst. 

Same. 


April  21st,  1854.  Tried, 
verdict  for  plaintiff,  No¬ 
vember  4th,  1854.  Judg¬ 
ment  affirmed  by  Common 
Pleas. 


DISTRICT  COURT. 

SIXTH  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 


James  W.  Laurence  and  an¬ 
other. 

agst . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  / 

William  Concklin, 
agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 


Sept.  29th,  1854.  Tried. 
Judgment  for  plaintiff. 

Settled  by  Commissioner 
of  Streets  and  Lamps, 
December,  1854. 


DOCUMENT  No.  10. 


BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN. 

JANUARY  22,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  County  Clerk,  in 
answer  to  resolution  in  relation  to  the  number,  date  of 
appointment,  &c.,  of  the  Commissioners  of  Deeds  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  JUdermen  .* 

Gentlemen: — Agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  your  Honor¬ 
able  Body,  I  herewith  submit  the  names  of  Commissioners 
of  Deeds,  the  date  of  their  appointment,  and  the  date 
when  their  terms  of  office  will  expire. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

RICH’D  B.  CONNOLLY, 
County  Clerk. 


New  York,  January  22d,  1855. 
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Appointment.  Expiration. 


Wm.  B.  Ait-kins, 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
John  Anderson,  jr. 
Robert  W.  Andrews, 

March  12, 1853, 

March  12, 1855. 

Andrew  H.  Adams, 

Dec.  31,1853, 

Dec.  31,  1853. 

George  F.  Alden, 
Stephen  V.  Appleby; 
Charles  F.  Alvord, 
William  Allen, 

John  Ahern, 

July  14,1854, 

July  14,  1856. 

Fred’k  G.  Burham, 

Nov.  28, 1854. 

Nov.  28,  1856. 

Joseph  0.  Brown, 

J.  M.  Baldwin, 
Thomas  Boese, 

II .  Brewster, 

Matthias  Banta, 
Henry  C.  Banks, 

Isaac  0.  Barker, 
Richard  H.  Bishop, 
John  Brown, 

March  12,  1853. 

March  12,  1855. 

Charles  J.  Bushnell, 
Richard  Busteed, 
Jireh  Bull, 

U  U 

« 

Brastus  W.  Brown, 

April  7,  1853, 

April  7,  1855. 

William  C.  Betts. 
John  Bissell, 

Samuel  P.  Bell, 

Dec.  31,  1853, 

Dec.  31, 1855. 

Cornelius  Bogart, 
Franklin  Brown, 

Isaac  B.  Batchelor, 

“ 

u  u 

Names. 

Joseph  Breck, 

Fred’k  M.  Behite, 
Charles  D.  Burrill, 
Thurber  Bailey, 
Alfred  E.  Baker, 

Wm.  P.  Brennen, 
Charles  Burdett, 
James  L.  Berrian, 

E.  R.  Bogardus, 

G-.  E.  Baldwin, 

W.  S.  Brewster, 
James  B.  Bensel, 
Benjamin  L.  Billinge, 
J.  C.  Broadhead, 
John  F.  Bailey, 

E.  H.  Brown, 

John  C.  Bergh, 
Henry  Baldwin, 

A.  De  Witt  Baldwin, 
Cornelius  Carnes, 
Jas.  F.  Chamberlain, 
S.  W.  Corre, 

David  I.  Chatfield, 

D.  F.  Curry, 

Edward  P.  Clark, 
Wm.  F.  Clarke, 
Daniel  W.  Clark, 
Bernard  Casserly, 
Edwin  F.  Corey, 
Wm?C.  Carpenter, 
Francis  Cahill, 
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Date  of 
Appointment. 

Dec.  31, 1854, 


Dec.  21,  1854, 
“  30,  “ 

“  81,  1853, 

July  14,  1854, 
March  7,  1854, 
July  14, 1854, 


(Doc.  No.  10. 

__  Time  of 
Expiration. 

Dec.  31, 1856. 


Dec.  21,  1856. 
“  30,  “ 

“  31,1855. 

it  u 

July  14,  1846. 
March  7,  1856. 
July  14,  1856. 


Aug.  10,  1854, 
Nov.  17, 1854, 
March  12,  1853, 


Aug.  10, 1856. 
Nov.  17, 1856. 
March  12, 1855. 


April  14,  1853, 
Dec.  31,  1853, 


April  14,  1855. 
Dec.  31, 1853. 
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Date  of 

Time  of 

Names. 

Appointment. 

Expiration. 

J.  E.  Cary, 

Dec.  31,  1853. 

Dec.  31,  1855. 

R.  H.  Cudlipp, 

“  it 

tt  tt 

George  Carpenter, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Smith  Clift, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Harvey  T.  Cleveland, 

July  14,  1854, 

July  14,  1856. 

John  I.  Christie, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

W.  F.  T.  Chapman, 

“  “ 

tt  u 

A.  S.  Cady, 

“  cl 

tt  tt 

Wm.  Callender, 

“  “ 

tt  ft 

Peter  Cook, 

“  “ 

ft  tt 

Bernard  Christman, 

Aug.  8,  1854, 

Aug.  8,1856. 

Wm.  Currie, 

“  16,  “ 

“  “ 

J.  B.  Coppinger, 

Dec.  8,  “ 

Dec.  8,  “ 

G.  R.  Disosway, 

March  12,  1853, 

March  12, 1855. 

John  Drake, 

“ 

tt  tt 

Wm.  H.  Dusenberry, 

“  “ 

N 

John  M.  Devay, 

“  “ 

ft  ft 

C.  J.  Dougherty, 

tt 

tt  ft 

John  Doran, 

tt  « 

“ 

R.  C.  Downing, 

tt  tt 

ft  ft 

Wm.  H.  Doherty, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

William  Dodge, 

“  “ 

tt  ft 

William  Dixey, 

Aug.  9,  1853, 

tt  tt 

Mingo  Difendorff, 

Dec.  31,  1853, 

Dec.  31,  1855. 

Geo.  F.  Davenport, 

“  “ 

.t  t. 

Wm.  Darran, 

“  “ 

tt  tt 

Geo.  Douglass, 

July  14,  1854, 

July  14,  1856. 

Charles  Dusenberry, 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

M.  W.  Divine, 

“  “ 

it  tt 

Oscar  F.  Dayton, 

“  “ 

Thomas  Douglass, 

“  “ 

tt  tt 
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Names. 

Date  of 
Appointment. 

^  Time  of 
Expiration. 

Ezra  W.  Dean, 

Nov.  24, 1854, 

Nov.  24, 1856. 

Joseph  Elliott, 

Dec.  31,  1853, 

Dec.  31, 1855. 

N.  C.  Everett, 

July  14,  1854, 

July  14,  1856. 

John  M.  Eager, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Edward  Elmendorf,  jr.,  “  “ 

“ 

Dudley  Field, 

March  12, 1853, 

March  12,  1855. 

Wm.  0.  Freeman, 

ll  it 

“  “ 

John  R.  Flanagan, 

it  <<• 

;£ 

Charles  Floyd, 

“  u 

U  U 

D.  A.  Fowler, 

“  “ 

u  u 

Peter  L.  Fierty, 

U  it 

Ira  Floyd, 

“  “ 

u  u 

R.  C.  Fellows, 

“  IT,  <l 

ll  1T>  a 

U.  D.  French,. 

“  12,  “ 

“  12,  “ 

Henry  R.  Frost, 

Dec.  31,  1853, 

Dec.  31,  1855. 

Wm.  Henry  Forman, 

a 

“  « 

Boltis  M.  Fowler, 

“  “ 

“  " 

E.  B.  Fellows, 

“ 

U  U 

Nathaniel  Finch, 

u  u 

u  (4 

Edward  A.  Fraser, 

Feb.  24, 1854, 

Feb.  24,  1856. 

Royal  A.  Gains, 

March  12, 1853, 

March  12,  1855. 

Benjamin  Galbraith, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Isaac  H.  Gibbs, 

July  14,  1854, 

July  14,  1856. 

James  P.  Hyatt, 

March  12,  1853, 

March  12,  1855. 

John  T.  Hoffman, 

<(  ii 

it  ti 

Dayton  Hobart, 

u  ll 

it  it 

J.  S.  Halsey, 

ll  ll 

it  ii 

Theodore  Hart, 

ll  ll 

a  “ 

Felix  Hart, 

ll  ll 

“  “ 

George  Hargan, 

April  7,  “ 

April  7,  “ 

Alden  J.  Hall, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Doc.  No.  10.) 
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Date  of 

Time  of 

Names. 

Appointment. 

Expiration. 

John  H.  Hartnett, 

Dec.  31,  1853, 

Dec.  31, 1855- 

A.  Oakey  Hall, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

George  H.  A.  Hunt, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

James  Harrison, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Jacob  E.  Howard, 

“  | 

n  “ 

James  C.  Harriott, 

«  u 

«  “ 

William  J.  Huff, 

“  “ 

u  u  • 

W.  Hodgkinson, 

“  “ 

“ 

James  Hillyer, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

James  W.  Hall, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

John  Hegeman, 

Jan.  21,1854. 

Jan.  21,  1856. 

John  A.  Hillery, 

July  14,  “ 

July  14,  “ 

Charles  M.  Hall, 

tl  .  u 

“  “  ’ 

Francis  S.  Hoffman, 

“  “ 

».  « 

John  L.  Harley, 

«  tt 

“  “ 

James  B.  Haight, 

“  “■ 

“  “ 

George  Ireland,  Jr., 

“  “ 

Nathaniel  Jarvis,  Jr., 

Mar.  12,  1853. 

March  12, 1855. 

Philip  Jordan, 

July  14,  1854. 

July  14.  1856. 

Samuel  Jessup, 

“  “ 

Robert  H.  Johnston, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

William  0.  Jenkins, 

Oct.  20,  “ 

Oct.  20,  “ 

Andrew  Kohler, 

Mar.  12,  1853. 

Mar.  12,  1855. 

Spencer  Kirby, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

“  31,  " 

Henry  Reed, 

July  14,  1854. 

July  14,  1856. 

George  Kellock,  Jr., 

Dec.  31,  1853. 

Dec.  31, 1855. 

William  Lee, 

12.  “ 

“  12,  “ 

John  W.  C.  Leveridge, 

Mar.  12, 

Mar.  12,  4‘ 

Charles  F.  Lineback, 

u  a 

“  “ 

Frederick  R.  Lee, 

u  u 

u  u 

Benedict  Lewis,  Jr., 

u  u 

u  u 
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Date  of 
Appointment. 


Time  of 
Expiration. 


H.  P.  Leake, 

Dec.  31, 

1853.  Dec. 

31,  1855. 

Abm.  R.  Lawrence,  Jr.,  “ 

“  “ 

U 

'  George  H.  E.  Lynch, 

“ 

u  « 

U 

John  J.  Latting, 

“ 

“  “ 

u 

Robert  T.  Lawlor, 

July  14, 

1854.  July  14,  1856. 

Peter  Lemon, 

“ 

“  “ 

“ 

Smith  E.  Lane, 

“ 

“  “ 

■« 

H.  S.  Lincoln, 

“ 

“  “ 

« 

R.  Livingston, 

“ 

“ 

ll 

N.  Bergassar  La  Bau, 

“ 

“  “ 

Sylvester  Lay, 

Oct.  24, 

1854.  Oct. 

24,  1856. 

John  McKibbon,  Jr., 

Mar.  12,  1853.  March  12,  1855. 

Charles  A.  May, 

“ 

“ 

“ 

Henry  H.  Morange, 

“ 

“  « 

ii 

John  Moody, 

<£ 

“  “ 

“ 

Charles  D.  Mead, 

“ 

ll  It 

Theodore  Martine, 

“ 

«  It 

“ 

William  L.  Morris, 

“  17, 

It  tt 

17,  “ 

Neh.  Miller, 

“  12, 

“  “ 

12,  “ 

William  Mackeller, 

Dec.  31, 

“  Dec. 

31,  “ 

Henry  P.  McGown, 

“ 

“  “ 

u  ■ 

Florence  McCarthy, 

“ 

“  “ 

“ 

Philip  Millspaugh, 

,,  30, 

“  “ 

30, 

Allan  Melvill, 

“ 

“  “ 

“ 

William  0.  Mumford, 

“  81, 

“  “ 

31,  “ 

N.  B.  Mountfort, 

July  14, 

1854.  July 

14, 1856. 

Thomas  Macfarlan, 

“ 

“  “ 

“ 

John  McCahill, 

“ 

“  “ 

“ 

R.  S.  Mills, 

“ 

U  ll 

ii 

James  Marriner, 

“ 

ll  ll 

“ 

E.  S.  McPherson, 

“ 

ll  ll 

“ 

Doc.  No.  10.) 

Names. 
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Date  of 
Appointment. 

Time  of 
Expiration. 

Myer  Masten, 

July  14,  1854. 

July  14,  1856. 

James  Munson,  Jr.. 

Aug.  8,  “ 

Aug. 

8, 

Peter  S.  Marselis, 

“  16,  “ 

16,  “ 

Gilbert  S.  Nixon, 

Mar.  12,  1853. 

Mar. 

12,  1855. 

George  P.  Nelson, 

“ 

“ 

“ 

J.  B.  Nones, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Dec. 

31,  “ 

Sol.  B.  Noble, 

“  “ 

“ 

A.  G.  Norwood, 

July  14,  1854. 

July 

14,  1856. 

Wash’n  R.  Nichols, 

Dec,  31,  1853. 

Dec. 

31,  1855. 

George  L.  Osborn, 

Mar.  12,  “ 

Mar. 

12,  “ 

David  O’Keefe,  Jr., 

“  « 

“ 

“ 

John  B.  Overton, 

July  14,  1844. 

July  14,  1856. 

Edmund  J.  Porter, 

Mar.  12,  1853. 

Mar. 

12,  1855. 

J.  Ross  F.  Postley, 

“ 

“ 

Lucius  Pitkin, 

“  “ 

“ 

John  S.  Peraz, 

April  12,  “ 

April  12,  il 

Alfred  A.  Phillips, 

March  12,  “ 

March  12,  “ 

Jacob  Pecare, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Dec. 

31,  “ 

Robert  Proudfit,  Jr., 

“ 

« 

George  H.  Purser, 

“ 

“ 

John  Phillips, 

“  “ 

£< 

« 

Stephen  M.  Purdy, 

U  ll 

“ 

£( 

James  Parker, 

“  “ 

“ 

Joseph  Polack, 

“  “ 

“ 

Augustus  Purdy, 

“ 

“ 

££ 

Jonas  B.  Phillips, 

“ 

££ 

John^M.  Pinckney, 

“  “ 

“ 

££ 

Charles  C.  Pinckney, 

Mar.  13,  1854. 

Mar. 

13,  1856. 

Thomas  F.  Peers, 

Dec.  31,  1853. 

Dec. 

31,  1855. 

Andrew  Quackenbush, 

,  July  14,  1854. 

July 

14,  1856. 

George  T.  Rogers, 

Mar.  12,  1853. 

M^r. 

12,  1855. 

9 


(Doc.  No.  10. 


Names. 

H.  H.  Rice, 

D.  Phoenix  Riker, 
Edward  N.  Rogers, 
William  M.  Randall, 
Thomas  A.  Richmond, 
Abm.  D.  Russell, 

D.  Randall, 

William  Ripley, 
William  J.  Roome, 
William  H.  Riblet, 
Michael  A.  Reed, 

H.  L.  Robertson, 
Worth.  Romaine, 
William  Sinclair, 
William  J.  Sinclair, 

W.  H.  Stogdill, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
Daniel  Seixas, 

Elias  L.  Smith, 
Thomas  S.  Sommers, 
Nicholas  Seagrist, 
John  A.  Stoutenburgh, 
John  A.  Stemmier, 
Andrew  J.  Smith, 
James  M.  Sweeney, 
Oscar  Sturtevant, 
Theo.  Stuyvesant, 
Charles  W.  Sandford, 
David  Seaman, 

William  E.  Smith,  Jr. 
James  L.  Stewart, 

2 


Date  of 
Appointment. 

Mar.  12,  1853. 


Time  of 
Expiration . 


Mar.  12,  1855. 


Dec.  31,  “  Dec.  31,  “ 

Jan.  24,  1854.  Jan.  24,  1856. 
Dec.  31,  1853.  Dec.  31,  1855. 
Feb.  24,  1854.  Feb.  24,  1856. 
July  14,  “  July  14,  “ 


Mar.  12,  1853.  Ma: 


r.  12,  1855. 


(( 

Si 

u 


Dec.  31,  1853.  Dec.  31,  1855. 


U 

U 

u 
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Names. 
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Date  of 
Appointment. 

Time  of 

Expiration. 

G-.  H.  Scribner, 

April  IT, 1854. 

April  IT,  1856. 

Aug.  F.  Shotwell, 

July  14,  “ 

July  14,  “ 

J.  Bancroft  Stevens, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

James  S.  Sandford, 

“  “ 

U  li 

William  E.  Shay, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Robert  M.  Stribeigh, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Nelson  Smith, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

A.  W.  Smith, 

“  “ 

“  “ 

Edward  J.  Shandly, 

Aug.  8,  “ 

Aug.  8,  “ 

George  B.  Smith, 

July  14,  “ 

July  14,  “ 

E.  A.  Stansberry, 

Dec.  6,  “ 

Dec.  6,  “ 

John  T.  Truesdale, 

Mar.  12,1853. 

Mar.  12,  1855. 

William  Thompson, 

“  “ 

a  “ 

Kneeland  S.  Townsend, 

■  u 

a  ii 

Henry  D.  Townsend, 

“  ■  “ 

li  it 

George  L.  Taylor, 

“  “ 

u  ti 

John  J.  Townsend, 

a  n 

u  ii 

George  G.  Taylor, 

“  “ 

D.  B.  Taylor, 

“  “ 

u  i 

Francis  Tillou, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Peter  W.  Tell, 

“  “ 

ll  U 

William  K.  Tattersall, 

“  “ 

ll  U 

John  J.  Tyler, 

July  14,  1854.  July  14,  1856. 

G.  J.  Thebaud, 

“  “ 

ii  ii 

Fredk.  S.  Tallmadge, 

ll  li 

ii  ii 

William  Tallmadge, 

ll  li 

John  Underhill, 

Dec.  31,  1853.  Dec.  31,  1855. 

Walter  M.  Underhill, 

July  14,  1854.  July  14,  1856. 

Frederick  L.  Vultee, 

Mar.  12,  1853.  Mar.  12,  1855. 

John  G.  Vose, 

Dec.  31,  “ 

Dec.  31,  “ 

J.  Van  Namee, 

“  “ 

“  “ 
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Peter  Y an  Antwerp, 
G-.  W.  Yan  Voorhis, 
Thomas  Yerren, 
Richard  Winne, 
Thomas  Walker, 
Fredk.  E.  Westbrook, 
O.E.  Westlake, 
William  Wordsworth, 
Samuel  T.  Webster, 
John  C.  Wandell, 

S.  L.  H.  Ward, 

James  N.  Wells,  Jr., 
James  S.  Warner, 
Timothy  Waters,  Jr., 
Henry  M.  Whitehead, 
John  Webber, 

C.  B.  Wheeler, 

John  W.  Whitman, 
Stephen  D.  Wilson, 
Wm.  A.  Whitebeck, 


Date  of  Time  of 

Appointment.  Expiration. 

July  14,  1854.  July  14,  1856. 


Mar.  12,  “  Mar.  12,  “ 

“  1853.  “  1855. 


Dec.  31,1854.  Dec.  31,  “ 


Jan.  IT,  1854.  Jan.  IT,  1856. 
Mar.  24,  “  Mar.  24,  “ 

July  14,  “  July  14,  “ 


Dec.  18,  “  Dec.  18,  “ 


DOCUMENT  No.  1 1. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  22,  1855. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Street  Commissioner, 
for  the  year  1854,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Street  Department,  ) 
January  12,  1855.  £ 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen: — In  conformity  with  the  requirement  of  the 
city  charter,  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the 
transactions  of  this  department,  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  81st,  1854,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  seem 
necessary  to  be  brought  to  your  attention. 

The  number  of  ordinances  and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Common  Council,  authorizing  improvements  on  avenues, 
streets  and  piers,  and  for  other  purposes,  under  direction 
of  this  department,  is  three  hundred  and  forty  four. 

The  number  of  permits  granted  for  the  purpose  of  build¬ 
ing  vaults,  is  two  hundred  and  one. 
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The  amount  of  money  received  for  that  account,  and 
deposited  in  the  city  treasury,  is  eleven  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

The  amount  received  and  collected  by  the  Bureau  of 
Collection  of  Assessments,  as  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  the  collector,  hereto  annexed,  is  five  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  seven  dollars  and  ninety- 
eight  cents. 

The  regulation  and  grading  of  the  Second  avenue,  from 
Twenty-eighth  to  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  street, 
has  been  completed  during  the  year,  the  assessment  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Common  Council,  and  is  now  open  for  travel. 

The  rounding  of  corners  of  side-walks  of  Broadway, 
and  the  intersecting  streets,  is  in  progress,  under  my  di¬ 
rection. 

A  statement  of  the  titles,  and  description  of  contracts 
unfinished,  is  attached  hereto. 

The  reports  to  me  of  the  operations  of  the  bureaux  of 
this  department,  are  also  attached,  to  wit: 

Of  Assessments. 

Of  Collection  of  Assessments. 

Of  Lands  and  Places. 

Of  Wharves. 

An  act  having  been  passed  by  the  State  Legislature,  au¬ 
thorizing  certain  grounds  to  be  taken  for  the  “  Central 
Park,”  and  previous  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  contracts 
having  been  made  for  regulating,  &c.,  several  avenues  and 
streets  within  its  limits,  the  Common  Council  passed  a 
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resolution,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  arbitrators, 
both  on  the  part  of  the  city  and  of  the  contractors,  to 
settle  and  arrange  the  claims  of  the  latter.  They  are 
now  considering  the  matters  so  confided  to  them. 

I  again  ask  your  consideration  of  the  subject  of  a  plan 
and  map  of  avenues  and  streets,  for  the  entire  extent  of 
the  island,  above  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  street,  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  interest  and  importance  to  all  owners  of 
property  above  that  street,  that  the  widths  of  the  streets, 
Ac.,  should  be  permanently  fixed  and  established.  A  res¬ 
olution  was  adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  June  13th, 
1851,  directing  the  Street  Commissioner  to  procure  and 
present  a  plan  and  map  fqr  that  purpose,  but  for  want  of 
the  requisite  appropriation  he  has  hitherto  been  unable  to 
comply  with  the  same,  and  now  asks  that  it  be  made. 

Daily  demands  are  made  by  citizens,  upon  this  depart¬ 
ment,  for  repairs  to  side-walks,  and  curb  and  gutter  stones, 
which  it  is  unable  to  meet.  On  the  29th  of  December, 
1853,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Common  Council, 
authorizing  the  Street  Commissioner  to  give  notice  to  own¬ 
ers  of  the  same,  requiring  them  to  make  the  necessary  re¬ 
pairs,  and,  in  their  default,  to  cause  them  to  be  made  by 
this  department,  at  their  expense;  but  in  consequence  of 
there  being  no  appropriation  inserted  therein,  he  is  with¬ 
out  power  to  conform  to  it.  The  enforcement  of  this  or¬ 
dinance  would  prevent  complaint,  where  small  repairs  are 
required,  and  make  unnecessary  much  legislation,  and,  I 
therefore  respectfully  request,  that  the  said  ordinance  be 
taken  up,  and  passed,  together  with  an  adequate  appro¬ 
priation  for  the  purpose. 
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The  public  parks  and  grounds  have  received  from  the 
proper  officer,  such  attention,  in  the  way  of  improvement 
and  embellishment,  as  seems  to  be  required,  and  the  means 
placed  at  his  disposal  would  allow,  and  are  now  in  good 
condition. 

The  wharves,  piers  and  bulkheads  have  also  received 
that  attention  and  supervision  their  importance  demands. 
I  would  suggest,  that  several  new  piers  are  required  in  the 
upper  section  of  the  city,  on  both  rivers;  the  rapid  ex¬ 
tension  of  improvements  in  that  section,  and  the  opening 
of  new  streets,  seems  to  make  it  necessary  and  expedient 
that  further  pier  accommodations  should  be  afforded,  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  purpose  of  landing  building  materials, 
fuel,  &c. 

STATEMENT  OF 

Expenditures  under  this  Department ,  on  Trust  and  City  ac¬ 
counts,  for  the  year  1854. 


Battery  Enlargement .  $24,992  00 

Cleaning  Docks  and  Slips .  3,476  00 

Lands  purchased  for  assessments. . .  77  46 

Lands  and  Places . . . 14,073  29 

Roads  and  Eighth  avenue .  54,465  53 

Real  estate  expenses .  46,426  51 

Removing  sunken  vessels .  1,880  00 

Docks  and  Slips — New  Work . . .  87,997  81 

Docks  and  Slips — Repairs .  27,755  27 

Moneys  refunded  on  assessment  sales .  1,575  44 

Charges  on  arrears  of  assessments .  2,67 6  12 

Streets  opening . . .  281,857  49 

Streets  paving,  &c . 1,127,080  75 
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Wells  and  pumps .  $679  43 

Fencing  vacant  lots  .  1,33  07 

Interest  on  assessments .  9,998  03 


The  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  having  advised  me 
that  the  injunction  has  been  dissolved,  heretofore  granted, 
restraining  the  Corporation  from  taking  further  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  matter  of  opening  and  laying  out  the  triangu¬ 
lar  plot  of  ground,  bounded  by  the  Third  and  Fourth  ave¬ 
nues  and  Seventh  street,  to  be  known  as  Stuyvesant 
square.  The  parties  interested  have  been  notified  in  the 
manner  required  by  law,  to  remove  the  incumbrances 
thereon;  in  their  default,  the  buildings,  &c.,  will  be  sold  by 
my  direction,  and  removed,  and  I  request  that  the  requisite 
appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
the  square,  and  inclosing  it  with  a  suitable  iron  railing. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  extending  Park 
place,  from  Church  street  to  College  place,  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  ordered  to  be  opened 
forthwith,  by  the  Common  Council,  and  an  ordinance,  pro¬ 
viding  for  its  regulation,  grading  and  paving  having  been 
passed,  I  intend  to  cause  the  same  to  be  put  under  con¬ 
tract  immediately,  and  completed  at  the  earliest  possible 
period. 

The  substitution  of  stone  in  place  of  timber  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  piers,  is  a  subject  to  which  this  department 
has  heretofore  invited  your  consideration;  the  rapid  decay 
and  perishable  nature  of  the  materials  now  in  use,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  increasing  scarcity,  seems  to  make  it 
necessary,  that  some  substitute  should  be  sought. 
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Statement  of  Contracts  uncompleted. 

Regulating  Seventy-ninth  street,  from  Broadway  to 
Tenth  avenue. 

Regulating  Fiftieth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Lexington 
avenue. 

Regulating  Eighth  avenue,  from  Fifty -ninth  to  Eighty- 
second  street. 

Regulating  Forty -first  street,  from  Sixth  avenue  to 
Broadway. 

Regulating  Fifty-fifth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  Ave¬ 
nue  A. 

Regulating,  paving,  and  curb  and  gutter,  Thirty-ninth 
street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 

Regulating  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  street, 
from  Fifth  to  Seventh  avenue. 

Regulating  Eighty-sixth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Third  avenue,  from  Forty-fourth  to  Sixty- 
first  street. 

Regulating  Seventy-ninth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Fifty-seventh  street,  from  Third  to  Fifth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Fourth  avenue,  from  Seventy-ninth  to 
Ninety-second  street. 

Regulating  Manhattan  street,  from  One  hundred  and 
twenty-fifth  street  to  Hudson  river. 

Rip  rap  wall,  foot  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  street, 
North  river. 
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Paving,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  Forty-second 
street,  from  Third  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Filling  sunken  lots,  between  Fortieth  and  Forty-first 
streets  and  Ninth  and  Tenth  avenues* 

Filling  sunken  lots,  between  Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  streets  and  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues- 

Filling  sunken  lots,  between  Fifty-sixth  and  Fifty- 
seventh  streets  and  Sixth  and  Seventh  avenues. 

Filling  sunken  lots,  between  Forty-fourth  and  Forty- 
fifth  streets  and  Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues. 

Filling  sunken  lots,  between  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
streets  and  Avenues  A  and  B. 

Filling  sunken  lots  on  Third  avenue,  between  Fifty- 
first  and  Fifty-second  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots*  between  One  hundred  and  four¬ 
teenth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty- third  streets  and 
Second  avenue  and  Avenue  A. 

Paving  Broadway,  from  Forty-fifth  to  Fiftieth  street. 

Regulating  Forty -fifth  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  ave¬ 
nue. 

Flagging  One  htindred  and  twentieth  street,  from  First 
avenue  to  East  river. 

Regulating  and  curb  and  gutter  Thirty-seventh  street, 
from  Second  avenue  to  East  river. 

Regulating  First  avenue,  from  Thirty-fifth  to  Thirty- 
seventh  street. 

Regulating  Seventh  avenue,  from  Fifty-ninth  street  to 
Broadway. 
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Regulating  Fifty-third  street,  from  Sixth  avenue  to 
Broadway. 

Regulating  Eighth  avenue,  from  One  hundred  and 
second  to  One  hundred  and  eighth  street. 

Regulating  Forty-third  street,  from  Third  to  Fifth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Forty-sixth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Thirty-sixth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to 
Hudson  river. 

Regulating  Seventy-eighth  street,  from  Third  to  Fifth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Seventieth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to 
Hudson  river. 

Regulating  Forty-seventh  street,  from  Third  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Fifth-sixth  street,  from  Fourth  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Fifty-ninth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to 
Broadway. 

Regulating  Eighty-sixth  streat,  Broadway  to  Hudson 
river. 

Regulating  Fifty-second  street,  from  Fourth  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Fifty-first  street,  from  Eighth  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Regulating  Fifty-ninth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to 
Broadway. 
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Regulating  Fifty-third  street,  from  Third  to  Sixth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Fifty-second  street,  from  Eleventh  avenue 
to  Hudson  river. 

Regulating  Ninetieth  street,  from  Third  to  Fourth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Lexington  avenue,  from  Fiftieth  to  Fifty- 
seventh  street. 

Regulating  Sixty-third  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue. 

Regulating  Forty-seventh  street,  from  Third  to  Eighth 
avenue. 

Regulating  One  hundred  and  Sixteenth  street,  from 
Eighth  avenue  to  Harlem  river. 

Paving,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  Thirty-second 
street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 

Flagging  Twenty-fifth  street,  from  Lexington  to  Third 
avenue. 

Flagging  Thirty-ninth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to 
Hudson  river. 

Flagging  Broome  street,  from  East  street  to  Tompkins 
street,  &c.  * 

Regulating,  paving,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  Thirty' 
second  street,  from  Second  to  Third  avenue. 

Enlargement  of  the  Battery. 

Railing  around  Christopher  park. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FUREY, 

Street  Commissioner. 
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Bureau  of  Land  and  Places,  ) 
January  3, 1855.  J 

James  Furey,  Esq., 

Street  Commissioner . 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
circular,  dated  December  4,  1854,  I  herewith  submit  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  operations  of  this  Bureau,  on  the  Public  Parks 
and  Grounds,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1854. 

WASHINGTON  SQUARE. 

General  regulation  and  laying  out  of  new  walks. 

Rebuilding  of  embankment  around  the  fountain,  and  sod¬ 
ding  the  same. 

Gravelling  and  flagging  old  walks. 

Painting  and  repairing  keeper’s  house. 

Repairing  iron  railing,  gates  and  chains. 

Planting  new  trees  and  removing  those  dead  or  dis¬ 
eased,  &c. 

New  hydrant  and  new  seats. 

MADISON  SQUARE. 

General  repairs  to  wooden  railing. 

New  gates  and  repairs  to  old  ones. 

New  seats  around  the  inside. 

Removal  of  dead  and  decayed  trees  and  planting  new 
ones. 

Gravelling  the  walks  inside  and  flagging  those  outside . 

Repairing  and  painting  keeper’s  house. 
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Painting  wooden  railing  around  the  park,  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Twenty-sixth  street,  and  regulating  the 
grounds,  &c. 

UNION  PARK. 

General  regulation  of  flagging  inside  and  out. 

Painting  entire  iron  railing  around  the  park. 

New  tool-house  and  house  for  keeper. 

New  iron  railing  and  coping  around  the  pump. 
Repairing  pump  and  iron  gates,  and  painting. 

New  seats  and  repairing  old. 

Manuring  grass  plots  with  stable  manure. 

STUYVESANT  PARK. 

Repairs  to  large  iron  gates,  also  to  railing. 

Painting  keeper’s  house. 

New  seats  and  new  flagging  around  fountains. 

Planting  new  trees  and  shrubs. 

General  regulation  of  walks,  and  manuring  grass-plots 
with  stable  manure. 

TOMPKINS  PARK. 

Repairs  to  railing,  gates,  &c.,  and  painting  the  same. 
Planting  new  trees  and  removing  those  decayed. 
Regulating,  flagging  and  gravelling  walks. 

New  seats  inside  the  park,  and  repairing  old  ones,  &c. 

MARKET  SQUARE,  HARLEM. 

Making  new  borders . 

Planting  new  trees  and  shrubs,  &c.,  and  general  regu¬ 
lation. 
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MOUNT  MORRIS  PARK. 

Planting  trees  and  repairing  tree-boxes,  &c. 

ABINGDON  SQUARE  PARK. 

Making  new  trellice  frames  for  flowers. 

Repairs  to  iron  railing  and  gates,  and  painting  the 
same,  &c. 

BEACH  STREET  PARK. 

General  regulation  of  grounds. 

Reparing  gate  and  railing,  and  painting  the  same,  &c. 

CHRISTOPHER  AND  FOURTH  STREETS  PARK. 

New  iron  railing,  with  stone  coping,  &c. 

CITY  HALL  PARK. 

General  regulation  of  walks  and  repairs  to  flagging. 
New  entrance  with  new  iron  railing,  stone  coping,  cast 
and  wrought  iron  columns  on  corner  of  Chambers  street 
and  Broadway. 

Flagging  and  paving,  making  new  ground  and  gravelling. 
Repairs  to  chains,  new  posts  and  painting. 

Planting  trees,  new  tree-boxes,  <fcc. 

FIVE  POINTS  PARK. 

General  regulations  and  planting  trees,  &c. 

New  flagging  side-walks  around  the  park. 

DUANE  STREET  PARK. 

General  regulation  of  grounds. 

Repairs  to  gates,  and  newly  painting  iron  railing,  &c. 
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BOWLING  GREEN  PARK. 

General  regulation  of  grounds. 

Repairs  to  iron  railing,  &c. 

BATTERY. 

New  flagging  main  walk  from  main  entrance. 

Relaying  old  flagging,  removing  dead  and  decayed  trees 
and  planting  new  ones,*'  repairs  to  gates  and  iron  railing 
generally. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed.)  JOSEPH  MURPHY, 

Superintendent  of  Lands  and  Places. 


Bureau  op  Wharves,  ) 
New  York,  January  2, 1855.  j 

James  Furey,  Esq., 

Street  Commissioner . 

Dear* Sir  : — I  herewith  present  a  report  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  this  Bureau,  for  the  year  ending  December  81, 
1854. 

The  following  named  piers  and  bulkheads  have  been 
built,  rebuilt,  or  extended  under  my  supervision: 

Pier  No.  46,  foot  of  Jefferson  street,  East  river,  rebuilt. 
“  45,  North  riv.  extended  and  inner  part  rebuilt. 

“  45,  do  do  do  do. 

“  52,  do  L  built  on  south  side. 

Pier  foot  of  Thirty-seventh  street,  North  river,  new  pier. 
Pier  foot  of  Seventeenth  street,  North  river,  do. 
Bulkhead  at  Hammond  street. 

“  “  Manhattanville,  in  progress. 
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I  would  offer  for  your  consideration,  that  the  following 
named  piers  be  rebuilt  or  otherwise  improved  : 

Pier  No.  2,  East  river,  inner  part  be  rebuilt. 

“  5,  East  river,  be  replanked . 

“  7,  East  river,  be  replanked  and  fendered. 

“  31,  East  river,  be  rebuilt. 

Pier  foot  of  Fifth  street,  East  river,  rebuilt  and  extended. 

Pier  No.  14,  North  riv.,  inner  p^rt  raised  and  replanked. 

“  52,  North  river,  rebuilt  and  widened. 

“  53,  North  river,  replanked. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
building  new  piers  on  the  East  river  side  of  the  city,  the 
increasing  demands  of  commerce,  and  the  rapid  extension 
of  shipping  up  town,  more  particularly  in  the  eastern  sec¬ 
tion,  seems  to  make  it  necessary  that  further  accommo¬ 
dations  should  be  afforded,  and  therefore  suggest  that  the 
following  piers  be  built : 

Pier  foot  of  Fourth  street.  East  river. 

“  “  Sixth  street,  East  river. 

“  “  Twenty-fourth  street,  East  river. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed,)  ROBERT  EARLE, 

Superintendent  of  Wharves. 


Office  Bureaux  of  Assessments,  ) 
Street  Department,  December,  1854.  j 

James  Furey,  Esq.,  Street  Commissoner. 

Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  your  note  requesting  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  transactions  of  the  Bureau  of  Assessments, 
I  herewith  transmit  a  detailed  statement  of  the  several 
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assessments  apportioned  by  this  bureau  and  confirmed  by 
the  Common  Council  for  the  year  1854,  as  follows: 

AMOUNT. 

Eighty-sixth  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth 

avenues,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging .  $454  22 

First  street,  from  Avenue  A,  to  and  through 

Bowery,  to  near  Second  avenue,  sewer. . ..  2,276  14 

Fourteenth  street,  north-west  corner  Avenue 

B,  receiving  basin .  194  76 

Elizabeth  street,  between  Bleecker  and  Hous¬ 
ton  streets,  sewer . . .  1,391  14 

Forty-fourth  street,  between  Fifth  avenue  and 
Broadway,  regulating,  paving  and  flagging  5,755  12 
Second  avenue,  between  Twenty-eighth  and 
Thirty-first  streets,  and  between  Thirty-fourth 

and  Thirty-sixth  streets,  flagging. . . . .  534  28 

Twenty-first  street,  south-east  corner  Third 

avenue,  receiving  basin .  176  81 

Liberty  street,  between  Broadway  and  Green¬ 
wich  street,  regulating  and  paving .  978  40 

Thirtieth  street,  between  Eighth  and  Tenth 
avenues,  regulating,  paving  and  flagging.  2,218  25 
Eighth  street,  between  Avenues  C  and  D,  sewer  988  45 
Mercer  street,  between  Spring  and  Prince 

streets,  sewer. .  1,741  87 

Washington  street,  between  Charlton  and 

Spring  streets,  sewer .  1,634  36 

Eighth  avenue,  from  Fifty-third  to  Fifty- 
ninth  street,  regulating  and  curb  and  gut¬ 
ter  and  flagging .  6,034  56 

Forty-sixth  street,  from  Broadway  to  Eighth 
avenue,  regulating  and  grading .  1,073  36 
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Thirty -fifth  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 

avenues,  sewer .  $3,267  89 

Prince  street,  from  Thompson  to  Macdougal 

street,  sewer .  2,083  61 

Forty-second  street,  from  Eighth  to  Tenth 

avenue,  paving .  3,671  34 

Broadway  and  Seventh  avenue,  between  Forty- 
second  and  Forty-sixth  streets,  flagging. . . .  1,260  43 

Division,  at  Suffolk  street,  cross-walks. ......  50  07 

Twenty-eighth  st.,  south  side,  between  Broad¬ 
way  and  Sixth  avenue,  flagging .  186  89 

Lexington  avenue,  Thirty-ninth,  Fortieth,  For¬ 
ty-first  and  Forty-second  streets,  sewer. .. .  12,309  97 
Broadway,  from  Fifty-first  to  Fifty-ninth  street, 

curb  and  gutter  and  flagging .  4,989  80 

Nineteenth  street,  south-side,  from  Second  ave¬ 
nue,  one  hundred  feet  east,  flagging . .  139 

Forty-third  street,  south  side,  between  Seventh 
and  Eighth  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots. . . .  614  01 

Thirtieth  street,  north  side,  between  Ninth  and 

Tenth  avenues,  filling  sunken  lot . . .  581  14 

Thirty-fourth  street,  north  side,  between  Fourth 
and  Lexington  avenues,  filling  sunken  lot  . .  560  72 

Broadway,  west  side,  between  Forty-first  and 
Forty-second  streets,  filling  in  sunken  lot..  88  06 
Thirty-second  street,  between  Eighth  and 

Ninth  avenues,  sewer .  2,300  68 

Thirty-eighth  street,  from  Second  to  Third  ave¬ 
nue,  flagging . 1,470  87 

Fifty-fourth  street,  between  Third  and  Fourth 

avenues,  sewer .  6,169  04 

Twenty -fourth  street,  north  side,  between  Sev¬ 
enth  and  Eighth  avenues,  fencing  one  lot..  12  56 
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Sixth  avenue,  west  side,  between  Forty-first 
and  Forty-second  streets,  fencing  lots. .....  $40  28 

Thirty-eighth  street,  from  one  hundred  feet 
west  of  Fifth  avenue,  to  near  Madison  ave¬ 
nue,  sewer .  2,859  42 

Gansevoort  st.,  from  Hudson  river  to  Fourth 

street,  sewer. . .  6,788  70 

Seventh  street,  north  side,  between  Avenues 

C  and  D,  flagging . . .  371  15 

Twenty-ninth  street,  north  side,  between  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Third  avenues,  flagging .  57  60 

Thirty-fourth  street,  north  side,  between  Broad¬ 
way  and  Seventh  avenue,  flagging .  360  35 

Thirty-fifth  street,  from  East  river,  to  near 

Second  avenue,  sewer .  4,038  57 

Washington  street,  between  Gansevoort  and 

Twelfth  streets,  regulating  and  paving .  862  86 

Forty-second  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 

avenues,  regulating  and  paving .  1,858  87 

One  hundred  and  twentieth  street,  from  First 

to  Third  avenue,  flagging .  1,519  06 

Seventieth  street,  from  Third  to  Fourth  ave¬ 
nue,  regulating,  and  curb  and  gutter  and 

flagging . 2,382  92 

Fifty-third  street,  from  Third  av.  to  East  river  7,592  70 

Eighteenth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue, 

flagging . 560  72 

Thirty-fifth  street,  between  Lexington  and 

Fourth  avenue,  sewer . 2,065  27 

Sheriff  street,  west  side,  between  Grand  and 

Broome  streets,  flagging .  . .  .  361  73 
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Amos  street,  from  Hudson  river  to  Fourth 

street,  sewer .  $8,699  84 

Forty-first  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth 
avenues,  grading,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  4,566  53 
Eighth  avenue,  east  side,  between  Thirty-sixth 

and  Thirty-seventh  streets,  flagging .  283  82 

Thirty-sixth  street,  between  Third  and  Lexing¬ 
ton  avenues,  regulating  and  paving,  and  curb 

and  gutter. . .  1,773  60 

Twenty -fifth  street,  south  side,  between  Fourth 

and  Madison  avenues,  fencing. . . .  25  69 

Twenty-first  street,  north  side,  between  Third 

and  Lexington  avenues,  flagging . *  180  63 

Thirtieth  street,  south  side,  and  Thirty-first 
street,  south  side,  between  Fifth  avenue  and 

Broadway,  fencing .  50  79 

Fifty-eighth  street,  north  side,  between  Seventh 
avenue  and  Broadway,  filling  sunken  lots.. .  636  07 

$lock  bounded  by  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  sts. 
and  First  a-venue  and  Avenue  A,  filling  sunk¬ 
en  lots . . .  878  32 

Block  bounded  by  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty- 
eighth  streets,  and  Second  and  Third  ave¬ 
nues,  filling  sunken  lots .  759  95 

Sixth  avenue,  west  side,  between  Fiftieth  and 

Fifty-first  streets,  filling  sunken  lots .  523  91 

Block  bounded  by  Fifty-sixth  and  Fifty-seventh 
streets  and  Seventh  avenue  and  Broadway, 

filling  sunken  lots . . .  1,285  49 

First  avenue,  west  side,  between  Forty-fourth 
and  Forty-fifth  streets,  filling  sunken  lots.. .  1,309  88 
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Forty-sixth  street,  north  side,  between  Tenth 
and  Eleventh  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots...  ‘  $589  72 
Fifty-fourth  street,  south  side,  between  Sixth 
and  Seventh  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots ....  554  58 

Fifteenth  street,  from  Avenue  A  to  Avenue  B, 

paving . 1,296  46 

Forty-first  street,  from  Broadway  to  Sixth  av¬ 
enue,  paving  and  flagging .  955  82 

Eleventh  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Forty-third 
street,  paving,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging.  27,465  08 
Eighteenth  street,  south  side,  between  Fifth  and 

Sixth  avenues,  fencing .  82  79 

Thirty-fifth  street,  between  First  and  Third  av¬ 
enues,  flagging .  657  45 

Forty-fourth  street,  between  Eleventh  avenue 

and  Hudson  river,  regulating .  4,353  95 

Fifty-sixth  street,  between  Fifth  avenue  and 

Broadway,  regulating . 14,934  39 

Twenty-fifth  street,  north  side,  between  Third 

and  Lexington  avenues,  flagging.  . .  621  83 

Eighty-second  street,  bet.  Third  and  Fourth 

avenues,  well  and  pump .  229  30 

Block  bounded  by  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth 
streets  and  Broadway  and  Second  avenue, 

filling  lots . 1,229  42 

One  hundred  and  eighteenth  street,  from  Third 

avenue  to  Harlem  river,  sewer .  11,985  92 

Battery  place,  from  Greenwich  to  West  street, 

sewer.... . 3,389  53 

Thirty-fifth  street,  between  First  and  Third 

avenues,  regulating  and  paving .  2,016  71 
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Forty-sixth  street,  fromEighth,  to  and  through 

Seventh  avenue,  to  Fifty-first  street,  sewer. .  $20,218  86 
Fifty-seventh  at.,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  Broad¬ 
way,  regulating  and  grading .  42,483  24 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  street,  between 

Sixth  and  Seventh  avenues,  well  and  pump.  229  77 
Fifty-fourth  street,  between  Fifth  and  First  av¬ 
enues,  regulating . •  25,203  57 

Avenue  C,  at  Thirteenth  street,  to  and  through 
Avenue  C  to  Fourteenth  st.,  to  and  through 

Fourteenth  street  to  East  river,  sewer .  37,617  24 

Sixty-third  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 

avenues,  regulating .  4,719  43 

Mercer  street,  in  front  of  Nos.  103,  105,  107, 

and  109,  flagging .  156  43 

Hester  street,  from  sewer  at  Eldridge  street, 

to  the  east  line  of  Forsyth  street,  sewer.. . .  963  72 

Thirty-sixth,  Thirty-seventh,  Thirty-eighth  and 
Thirty-ninth  streets,  between  Fourth  and 

Fifth  avenues,  fencing  vacant  lots .  933  74 

Twenty-sixth  street,  between  First  avenue  and 

East  river,  flagging . . .  320  64 

Mercer  street,  from  Houston  to  Prince  street, 

sewer . .  1,738  85 

Forty-second  street,  from  Lexington  to  Fourth 

avenue,  sewer .  1,621  58 

Mott  street,  from  Pell  to  Walker  st.,  sewer..  2,582  89 

Fourteenth  street,  between  No.  218  and  Fifth 

avenue,  fencing .  79  54 

Fifty-third  street,  from  Broadway  to  Tenth  av¬ 
enue,  regulating  and  curb  and  gutter. ......  4,739  04 

Cross-walks  at  Harlem .  4,328  76 
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Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  streets,  and  First 
and  Second  avenues,  filling  sunken  lotsr  . . .  $296  73 

Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth  streets,  Ninth  and 

Tenth  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots .  2,744  62 

Forty-third  and  Forty-fourth  streets,  Tenth  and 

Eleventh  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots .  158  42 

Forty-seventh  street,  north,  between  Tenth  and 

Eleventh  avenues,  filling  sunken  lots .  1,117  46 

Thirty-ninth  street,  between  Second  and  Third 

avenues,  regulating  and  curb  and  gutter. . . .  1,369  52 

Thirty-second  street,  between  Tenth  and  Elev¬ 
enth  avenues,  paving .  1,159  94 

Thirty-seventh  street,  between  Second  and 
Third  avenues,  regulating,  paving  and  flag¬ 
ging .  1,382  69 

Bowery,  between  Rivington  and  Stanton  sts., 

sewer .  1,304  70 

Broadway,  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty- 

mxth  streets,  sewer .  1,309  63 

Fiftieth  street,  between  Eighth  avenue  and 

Broadway,  sewer .  5,060  81 

Allen  street,  between  Hester  and  Walker  sts., 

sewer . 499  36 

Bayard  street,  between  Chrystie  and  Bowery, 

sewer . . .  1,085  46 

Twenty -second  street,  at  the  intersection  of 

Second  avenue,  sewer .  520  14 

Thirty-second  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 

avenues,  sewer .  7,457  58 

Thirty-eighth  street,  between  Second  and  Third 
avenues,  sewer . .  3,558  96 
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Forty-sixth  street,  between  Fifth  and  Seventh 

avenues,  sewer .  $10,941  83 

Cross-walks  opposite  pier  No.  41,  Hudson  river  204  76 
Regulating,  paving,  and  flagging  Thirty-fifth 

street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  avenue .  1,923  76 

Thirty-third  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 

avenues,  fencing  lots .  63  36 

Ninetieth  street,  regulating,  and  curb  and  gut¬ 
ter,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues .  1,688  06 

Forsyth  street,  between  Stanton  and  Houston 

streets,  sewer .  825  37 

Fifty-fourth  street,  sewer,  to  and  through  Sev¬ 
enth  avenue  to  Fifty-sixth  street .  10,134  73 

Thirty-third  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 

avenues,  flagging . 772  00 

Thirty-sixth  street,  between  Broadway  and 
Eighth  avenue,  regulating,  paving  and  flag¬ 
ging .  1,063  64 

Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  streets,  Second 

and  Third  avenues,  filling  lots .  1,722  0(1 

Forty-eighth  street,  from  Eleventh  avenue  to 

Hudson  river,  sewer .  3,440  37 

Elm  street,  from  fifty  feet  from  Grand  street, 

to  sewer  in  Howard  street .  1,058  50 

William  street,  from  sewer  in  North  William 

street,  to  and  near  Duane  street,  sewer .  2,056  28 

Spring  street,  between  Thompson  and  Sullivan 

streets,  sewer .  992  26 

Henry  street,  between  Clinton  and  Montgome¬ 
ry  streets,  sewer .  23,84  55 

Tenth  street,  south-east  corner  Avenue  D,  re¬ 
ceiving  basin . . . 238  87 
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Hester  street,  from  Orange  to  Mott  st.,  sewer.  $1,867  53 
Bowery,  from  Grand  to  Walker  street,  sewer.  2,838  70 
Monroe  street,  from  Jefferson,  to  a  point  near 

Rutgers  street,  sewer .  1,358  80 

Lawrence  street,  between  Ninth  and  Eleventh 
avenues,  regulating,  and  curb  and  gutter.. .  3,784  16 

North  Moore  street,  from  Hudson  river  to  near 

Hudson  street .  3,955  09 

Washington  street,  from  Rector  to  Carlisle  st.  1,440  94 
Thirty-fourth  street,  from  Eighth  to  Ninth  ave¬ 
nue,  regulating  and  paving,  and  curb  and 

gutter,  and  flagging .  2,797  13 

Thirty-third  street,  between  Lexington  and 

Third  avenues,  sewer .  1,683  13 

Thirty-seventh  street,  between  Fourth  and  Ma¬ 
dison  avenues,  flagging .  1,041  51 

Grand  street,  from  Chrystie  to  Allen,  and  in 
Allen,  between  Broome  and  Grand  streets, 

sewer . 4,067  31 

Second  avenue,  regulating  and  grading .  388,626  67 

Thirty-seventh  street,  from  Seventh  to  Eighth 

avenue,  paving .  930  28 

Seventeenth  street,  cross-walk  opposite  No. 

203  . 65  14 

Eighth  avenue,  from  Troy  to  Bleecker  street, 

sewer  .  951  33 

Broome  street,  north  side,  from  Elizabeth  to 

Mott  street,  flagging .  434  12 

Fourteenth  street,  from  No.  218  to  Fifth  ave¬ 
nue,  flagging .  2,591  57 

Fortieth  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  avenue, 

regulating,  and  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  6,332  35 
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Elizabeth  street,  from  Grand  to  Prince,  sewer  $5,954  81 
Eighteenth  street,  between  First  and  Second 

avenue,  fencing . . .  29  97 

Jane  street,  from  West  street  to  new  bulkhead, 

sewer  .  % . 4,330  06 

Grand  street,  from  Wooster  to  near  Greene, 

sewer . . . 884  94 

Fifty-fifth  street,  from  Ninth  avenue  to  Hudson 

river,  regulating .  23,572  81 

Mulberry  street,  from  Hester,  two  hundred  and 

twelve  feet  south,  sewer .  979  63 

Forty-fourth  street,  from  west  side  of  First 

avenue  to  East  river,  regulating .  1,746  10 

Yesey  street,  from  Greenwich  street  to  west 

of  Broadway,  sewer .  4,216  17 

One  hundred  and  eighteenth  street,  from  Third 

avenue  to  Harlem  river,  regulating .  3,297  43 

Forty-seventh,  Forty-eighth,  Forty-sixth,  F  orty- 
ninth,  Fiftieth  and  Fifty-first  streets,  inter¬ 
sections,  Broadway,  cross-walks .  1,932  84 

Forty-ninth  street,  between  Fifth  avenue  and 

East  river,  regulating .  16,180  30 

Eighty -seventh  street,  between  Third  and  Fifth 

avenues,  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging .  4,213  70 

Beekman  street,  from  Gold  to  Pearl  street, 

sewer . 3,116  49 

.  Oak  street,  between  Oliver  and  Catharine  sts., 

sewer . 943  47 

Fifty-first  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to  Hudson 
river,  grading,  curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  13,837  34 
Norfolk  street,  west  side,  between  Rivington 

and  Stanton  streets,  flagging .  44  59 
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Houston  street,  south  side,  between  Columbia 

street  and  East  river,  flagging. . . . : .  $125  04 

Fifty-fifth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue, 

regulating  and  grading .  6,872  37 

Bowery,  west  side,  from  Great  Jones  to  near 

Bond  street,  sewer . 1,Q70  68 

Fifteenth  street,  from  Eighth  avenue  to  sixty 

feet  west  of  Seventh  avenue,  sewer . . . .  2,781  87 

Macdougal  street,  from  Bleecker  to  near  Amity 

street,  sewer .  2,238  34 

Thirty-ninth  street,  Ninth  to  Tenth  avenue, 

sewer .  4,857  92 

Barrow  street,  between  Bleecker  and  Bedford 

streets,  sewer, . . * .  989  15 

Bleecker  street,  from  Carmine  to  Christopher 

street,  sewer . 5,137  27 

Sixth  avenue,  between  Twenty-ninth  and  Thir¬ 
tieth  streets,  sewer. . . 1,109  77 

Forty-seventh  st.,  between  Eighth  and  Tenth 

avenues,  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging .  3,456  38 

Rivington  street,  westerly  line  of  Sheriff  street  • 
to  westerly  line  of  Clinton  street,  sewer. . . .  6,207  35 

Lispenard  street,  from  Broadway  to  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-five  feet  west,  sewer, .  1,449  11- 

Tenth  avenue,  between  Thirty- third  and  Forty- 

fifth  streets,  paving  and  laying  cross-walks.  21,018  66 
West  Broadway,  from  Duane  street  to  about 
two  hundred  and  eleven  feet  southerly, 

sewer .  803  52 

Rutgers  street,  from  East  river  to  Division  st., 


Twenty-ninth  street,  between  Second  and  Third 
avenues, flagging. , .  271  20 
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Broadway,  from  Twenty-fourth  street  to  a 
point  twenty  feet  south  of  Twenty-sixth 

street, sewer . $749  25 

Ninth  avenue,  between  Thirty-first  and  Thir¬ 
ty-second  streets,  flagging . .104  80 

Eldridge  street,  from  sewer  in  Hester  to  No. 

23  Eldridge  street,  sewer . . .  2,086  87 

Twenty-seventh  street,  east  of  Third  avenue, 

curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging. . .  183  04 

Cross  and  Mulberry  streets,  cross-walks .  135  09 

Forty-first  street,  between  Second  and  Third 

avenues,  sewer .  3,149  16 

Sixth  avenue  and  Thirty-first  street,  fencing 

vacant  lots . - . . .  54  31 

Thirty-fifth  street,  from  Eighth  to  Ninth  ave¬ 
nue,  regulating  and  paving .  1,055  12 

First  avenue,  from  Third  to  Sixth  street,  flag¬ 
ging.  . .  804  91 

Twenty-eighth  st.,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh 

avenues,  flagging .  220  04 

Forty%ighth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  East 

river,  regulating .  17,072  69 

Forty-sixth  street,  from  Sixth  avenue  to  Broad¬ 
way,  paving .  2,521  74 

Seventeenth  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 

avenues,  fencing .  29  58 

Seventy-first  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
avenues,  regulating  and  Macadamizing .....  2,276  96 

Tenth  avenue,  between  Thirty-third  and  Thir¬ 
ty-sixth  streets,  flagging .  311  81 

Thirty-eighth  street,  between  Third  avenue 
and  East  river,  paving . 2,611  29 
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Irving  place  and  Fourteenth  street,  flagging . .  $123  68 

One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street,  Sixth  and 
Seventh  avenues,  intersections,  laying  cross¬ 
walks... . 866  20 

Thirty-eighth  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  ave¬ 
nue,  sewer .  5,152  92 

Forty-eighth  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 

avenues,  sewer .  4,031  58 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  street  between 

Fourth  and  Seventh  avenues,  grading .  3,987  56 

Elizabeth  street,  between  Prince  and  Houston 

streets,  sewer .  986  56 

Total . $1,029,406  97 


WM.  GAGE,  Chairman  of  Bureau  of  Assessments. 


,  Collector  of  Assessments  Office,  ) 
January  1st,  1855.  ) 

James  Furey,  Esq., 

Street  Commissioner : 

Dear  Sir  In  compliance  with  your  note  of  the  4th 
ult.,I  transmit  to  you  a  detailed  statement  of  the  amount 
of  collections  of  this  Bureau,  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1854,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1854. 

In  consequence  of  there  being  no  public  sale,  the  amount 
of  money  collected  is  less  than  that  of  1853  ;  the  balance 
being  returned  over  to  the  Clerk  of  Arrears. 

Respectfully, 

ISAAC  EDWARDS, 

Collector  of  Assessments. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  12. 


BOARD  OF  ALDER  ME  A', 

FEBRUARY  8,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police,  in 
answer  to  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to  the  disposi¬ 
tion,  &c.,  made  of  the  stolen  property  recovered,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Resolved ,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  to  this  Board  a  detailed  statement  of 
all  moneys  and  property  that  has  come  into  his  possession 
by  virtue  of  his  position  as  said  Chief  of  Police,  for  the  four 
years  preceding  the  first  of  January  instant,  specifying 
the  amount  that  has  been  returned  to  its  owners,  and  what 
disposition  has  been  made  of  that  which  has  not  been 
claimed;  and,  also,  the  amount  and  character  of  that  which 
remains  in  his  possession. 
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Isaac  0.  Barker,  Esq., 

President  Board  of  Aldermen: 

Sir: — I  herewith  report  a  detailed  statement  of  all  mo¬ 
neys  and  property  that  has  come  into  my  possession,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  annexed  resolution.  The  money  and 
property  mentioned  in  the  annexed  statement  were  receiv¬ 
ed  at  this  office,  by  direction  of  the  late  Mayors.  Where 
there  is  no  disposition  marked  opposite  to  the  property,  in 
the  statement,  the  property  mentioned  still  remains  in  this 
office,  awaiting  claimants  or  owner.  As  evil  disposed  per¬ 
sons,  seeking  the  advancement  of  their  own  ends,  have 
seen  fit  to  set  afloat  various  slanderous  reports,  in  relation 
to  the  business  transacted  at  this  office,  and  the  manner  of 
transacting  the  same,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  in¬ 
vite  all  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  either  as 
Committees,  or  in  their  individual  capacity,  to  make  the 
most  searching  investigation  into  every  thing  connected 
with  this  office.  If  any  abuses  exist  they  are  unknown  to 
me,  and  I  promise  my  most  hearty  co-operation  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 
Chief  of  Police. 
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1852 .  j  Check  881,  Bank  of  Ai 


DESCRIPTION  OF  ARTICLES.  j  PARTICULARS,  HOW  OBTAINED. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  13 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  streets  and  avenues  not  now  declared  open 
by  law,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Street  Department,  \ 
January  30, 1855.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Aldermen: 

Gentlemen: — In  reply  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  January  25th,  1855,  asking  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  names  of  streets  and  avenues  not  now  open¬ 
ed  by  law,  and  for  which  Commissioners  would  have  to 
be  appointed  when  ordered  by  the  Common  Council,  the 
Street  Commissioner  respectfully  reports 

Fifty-eighth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  East  river. 
Fifty-ninth  street,  from  Second  to  Fifth  avenue,  and 
First  avenue  to  East  river. 

Sixty- third  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Sixty-fourth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Sixty-fifth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Sixty-sixth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 


Sixty-seventh  street,  from  Bast  to  Hudson  river. 

Sixty-eighth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

Sixty-ninth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

Seventieth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to  East  river. 

Seventy-first  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  Hudson  river, 
except  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues. 

Seventy-second  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to  Hudson 
river,  and  Seventh  avenue  to  East  river. 

Seventy-third  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  the  H.  R. 

Seventy-fourth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

Seventy-fifth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Seventy-sixth  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  East  river, 
and  Sixth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Seventy-seventh  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

Seventy-eighth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue, 
Seventh  to  Eighth  avenue,  Ninth  avenue  to  Hudson  river 
and  Third  avenue  to  East  river. 

Eightieth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue,  Seventh  to 
Eighth  avenue  and  Ninth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty-first  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue  and 
Seventh  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty-second  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty-third  street,  from  Avenue  A  to  East  river,  Fifth 
to  Sixth  avenue  and  Seventh  to  Eighth  avenue. 

Eighty-fourth  street,  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  avenue  and 
Seventh  to  Eighth  avenue. 

Eighty-fifth  street,  from  Ninth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty -seventh  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  Avenue  B 
and  Eighth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty-eighth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  Avenue  B 
and  Eighth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Eighty-ninth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  Avenue  B 
and  Eighth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 
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Ninetieth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  East  river  and 
Eighth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Ninety-first  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-second  street,  from  Fifth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-third  street,  from  Fourth  avenue  to  the  H.  R. 
Ninety-fourth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to  East  river 
and  Eighth  avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

Ninety-fifth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-sixth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-seventh  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-eighth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
Ninety-ninth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundredth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  first  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
One  hundred  and  second  street,  from  East  to  the  H.  R. 
One  hundred  and  third  street,  from  East  to  the  H.  R. 
One  hundred  and  fourth  street,  from  East  to  the  H.  R. 
One  hundred  and  fifth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 
One  hundred  and  sixth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to 
Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  seventh  street,  from  East  to  Hudson 
river,  except  part  ceded,  near  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues. 

One  hundred  and  eighth  street,  from  East  to  Hudson 
river,  except  part  ceded,  near  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues. 

One  hundred  and  ninth  street,  from  Old  Harlem  road 
to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  tenth  street,  from  East  river  to  Old 
Harlem  road,  and  Bloomingdale  road  to  Hudson  river. 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  street,  from  East  to  H.  R. 
One  hundred  and  twelfth  street,  from  East  to  H.  R. 

One  hundred  and  thirteenth  street,  from  East  to  Hud¬ 
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One  hundred  and  fourteenth  street,  from  Third  avenue 
to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  fifteenth  street,  from  Hudson  to  Har¬ 
lem  river,  except  parts  ceded,  near  Fourth  and  Fifth  ave¬ 
nues  and  Eleventh  avenue. 

One  hundred  and  sixteenth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue 
to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  seventeenth  street,  from  Fourth  ave¬ 
nue  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  eighteenth  street,  from  Fourth  ave¬ 
nue  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  nineteenth  street,  from  Eighth  ave¬ 
nue  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  twentieth  street,  from  Sixth  avenue  to 
Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-first  street,  from  Fourth  ave¬ 
nue  to  Hudson  river. 

One  huudred  and  twenty-second  street,  from  Fourth 
avenue  to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-third  street,  from  Fifth  avenue 
to  Hudson  river. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  street,  from  Sixth  ave¬ 
nue  to  Hudson  river. 

Twelfth  avenue  sand  Avenues  A  and  B. 

There  are  parts  of  the  above  streets,  Ac.,  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  Central  Park,  and  which  will  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  be  opened,  also  parts  ceded  by  private  owners. 

Yery  respectfully,  <fcc., 

JAMES  FUREY, 

Street  Commissioner . 


DOCUMENT  No.  14. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  8,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
transmitting  the  following  semi-annual  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Police,  for  the  six  months  ending  December  31, 
1854,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed . 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Mayor’s  Office, 
New  York,  March  5, 1855. 

To  the  .Honorable  Common  Council. 

of  the  City  of  New  York : 


Gentlemen: — I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Honorable 
Body  a  report  made  to  me  by  George  W.  Matsell,  Esq., 
Chief  of  Police,  for  the  six  months  ending  with  December, 
1854. 


Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD, 
Mayor. 
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REPORT 


Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts,  to  the  Chief  of  Police,  of 
persons  apprehended  for  Felonies,  Misdemeanors,  and  other  offenoes,  from  the 
first  day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  1854,  inclusive. 


OFFENCES. 

> 

j  August.  Jj 

“a 

E 

w 

CO 

|  October.  | 

« 

s 

£ 

"s 

Q 

J 

5 

O 

Eh 

Arson . 

10 

3 

4 

4j 

5 

1 

27 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill . 

35 

31 

32 

23 

24 

13 

158 

Assault  and  Battery . 

374 

372 

363 

266 

241 

2  17 

1863 

Assaulting  Policemen . 

4 

17 

12 

4 

6 

6 

48 

Attempt  at  Rape . 

2 

5 

11 

2 

10 

Attempt  to  Steal . . 

17 

"2i 

15 

14 

"22 

22 

111 

Attempt  at  Burglary . 

6 

4 

5 

3 

8 

26 

Aiding  and  assisting  to  escape . 

4 

4 

6 

"’2 

3 

5 

24 

Abandonment . 

20 

32 

23 

24 

•  12 

7 

118 

Burglary . 

19 

36 

17 

22 

27 

18 

139 

6 

2 

9 

Bastardy . • . 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

3 

18 

Constructive  Larceny . 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

10 

Disorderly  Conduct . 

597 

575 

513 

425 

451 

352 

2916 

Deserters . . . . 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

15 

Drivin°*  without  License . * . 

Embezzlement . 

4 

6 

2 

7 

1 

7 

27 

Escaped  Convicts . 

8 

■  10 

4 

5 

4 

3 

34 

Forgery . 

1 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

16 

Felony . 

5 

9 

4 

6; 

15 

3 

42 

Fraud . 

1 

11 

2 

3 

7 

5 

29 

Fighting  in  the  streets . 

154 

183 

158 

75 

69 

66 

705 

Grand  Larceny . 

70 

90 

67 

81 

46 

73 

427 

Gambling . 

3 

7 

6 

8 

14 

1 

39 

Insanity . 

69 

52 

33 

37 

29 

31 

251 

Intoxication . 

964 

1165 

1099 

1138 

S.99 

97S 

6343 

Intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct . 

735 

739 

70S 

639 

536 

481 

3S3S 

Indecent  exposure  of  person . 

24 

27 

6 

3 

2 

9 

71 

Insulting  females  in  the  street . . . 

10 

11 

6 

7 

6 

5 

45 

Keeping  disorderly  houses . 

13 

T2 

8 

17 

5 

9 

64 

Miscellaneous  Misdemeanory . 

100 

121 

95 

106 

57 

67 

546 

Murder . . 

6 

19 

5 

8 

1 

39 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences . 

4 

11 

6 

4 

13 

5 

43 

Petit  Larceny . . . 

357 

390 

403 

388 

457 

449 

2444 

Pickpockets . 

32 

19 

24 

34 

31 

35 

175 

Passing  counterfeit  money . 

15 

33 

10 

5 

7 

13 

83 

Perjury . . . . 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

9 

3 

13 

Robbery  in  first  degree . 

6 

14 

8 

9 

8 

7 

52 

Receiving  stolen  goods . 

14 

10 

9 

13 

9 

12 

67 

Runaway  apprentices  . 

2 

5 

8 

3 

1 

19 

Selling  spirituous  liquors  without  license . 

1 

13 

45 

283 

*80 

405 

Selling  lottery  policies^  &c . . . 

Threatening  life . . . 

15 

15 

4 

7 

4 

4 

49 

Vagrancy . . 

484 

484 

300 

344 

275 

369 

2256 

Violation  of  Corporation  ordinances. . 

217 

122 

57 

45 

37 

29 

507 

Total .  . 

4412 

4682 

4114 

4046 

35223351 

24127 

REPORT 

Made  by  the  Sergeants  of  the  several  Squads  of  the  .Reserve  Corps  to  the  Chief 
of  Police,  of  persons  apprehended  for  Felonies,  Misdemeanors,  and  other 
offences,  from  the  first  day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1854, 
inclusive. 


Arson . ^ . 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill . 

Assault  and  Battery . 

Assaulting  Policemen . 

Attempt  at  Rape . 

“  to  Steal . 

“  at  Burglary . 

Aiding  and  assisting  to  escape . . 

Abandonment . 

Burglary . 

Bigamy . 

Bastardy . . . 

*  Constructive  Larceny . . 

Disorderly  Conduct . 


Driving  without  license . 

Embezzlement . 

Escaped  Convicts . 

Forgery . 

Felony . 

Fraud . 

Fighting  in  the  street . 

Grand  Larceny . 

Gambling . . . . . 

Insanity . 

Intoxication . 

Intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct. 

Indecent  exposure  of  person . 

Insulting  females  in  the  street . 

Keeping  Disorderly  Houses . 

Miscellaneous  Misdemeanory. . . 

Murder . 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences 

Petit  Larceny.... . 

Pickpockets - . . 

Passing  counterfeit  money . 

Perjury . 

Rape . 

Robbery  in  the  first  degree . . 

Receiving  stolen  goods . 

Runaway  Apprentices . 

Selling  spirt’s  liquor  without  license 

Selling  lottery  policies,  &e . 

Threatening  life . . . 

Violation  of  Corporation  ordinances 
Yagrancy . 


Totals. . 


83 
S55&95 


8 

1463 

2 


258 

3475 
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(Doc.  No.  14. 


REPORT 

Made  by  the!Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts  to 
the  Chief  of  Police,  of  the  number  and  description  of 
offences  committed  against  property  in  each  district, 
from  the  first  day  of 'July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1854,  both  inclusive. 


1  1 


j  Grand  larceny. 

|  Gambling.  . 

Petit  larceny 

Pickpockets. 

I  Passing  coun.  money.  1 

|  Robbery,  1st  degree. 

Receiving  stolen  goods. 

■  TOTAL, 

86 

155 

5 

2 

1 

264 

65 

118 

19 

7 

4 

236 

-89 

229 

47 

18 

4 

13 

434 

67 

*3 

238 

12 

8 

2 

6 

360 

68 

1 

123 

3 

2 

4 

4 

228 

67 

207 

21 

4 

7 

1 

325 

25 

*5 

120 

6 

1 

5 

9 

187 

74 

1 

111 

7 

5 

5 

2 

218 

37 

98 

4 

2 

3 

162 

38 

*4 

77 

*15 

2 

1 

160 

23 

19 

134 

7 

4 

*i 

10 

227 

1 

22 

3 

28 

14 

58 

6 

5 

1 

99 

38 

107 

7 

7 

183 

39 

47 

10 

16 

*i 

i 

144 

36 

54 

2 

5 

1 

117 

29 

108 

5 

4 

3 

2 

174 

61 

120 

2 

4 

7 

233 

19 

47 

1 

72 

22 

*2 

75 

*i 

i 

109 

36 

111 

*  *2 

2 

*i 

171 

17 

26 

2 

i 

1 

54 

95l|35 

2385 

172 

93 

461 

71 

4185 
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Arson . 

Assault,  with  intent  to  kill . 

Assault  and  Battery . 

Assaulti’g  &  interfering  with  Police. 

Attempt  at  Rape . 

“  to  Steal . 

“  at  Burglary...., . 

Bastardy . 

Constructive  Larceny . 

Disorderly  Conduct . 

Deserters . . . 
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Doc.  No.  14.) 


REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  Captains  of  the  several 
patrol  districts,  of  violations  of  city  ordinances,  from  the 
first  day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
1854,  inclusive,  which  were  sent  to  the  Corporation  At¬ 
torney  for  prosecution. 


NATURE  OF  OFFENCES. 

£ 

£ 

< 

£ 

CO 

1  | 

j  October.  | 

> 

yA 

|  December.  |j 

< 

Eh 

O 

H 

In  relation  to 

Cfl.T’f.p  .  .  . . . 

3 

32 

3 

164 

Clrrtffvn  "W" fl.tfvr . 

■  21 

19 

11 

10 

71 

Docks  and  Slips.. ......  . . 

Encumbering  streets . . . 

26 

147 

1 

16 

34 

1 

2 

18 

1 

3 

20 

7 

22 

15 

36 

69 

277 

3 

“  side-walks.... 

Eno-in^s  c*n  pid^-walkp . 

Fast  driving. . . . 

TTn.oks. ...  ........ 

Junk  shops. . . . . 

Miscellaneous  violations . . . 
Stages  . . . 

21 

2 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

36 

2 

1 

86  ffn  s . . . . .  . 

Sinks .  . . 

Selling  liquor  on  Sundays . . 

1 

1 

18 

“  “  without  license 

8>Pormd-hn/nd  doalers . . 

1 

15 

2 

Throwing  garbage  in  street 
Throwing  ashes  in  street. . . 
Vault  gratis  r . 

35 

1 

7 

2 

44 

27 

26 

Wagons . 

8?qOW  and  Top . . 

Total. . . 

267 

82 

46(  56 

40 

154 

645 

9 


(Doc.  No.  14 


RECAPITULATION 

Showing  the  number  of  violations  of  Corporation  Ordinances,  as  reported  by  the 
Captains  of  the  several  Districts,  &c. 


DISTRICTS. 

|  Carts. 

!  Croton  Water. 

|  Docks  and  Slips. 

Encumbering  Side-walks. 

Encumbering  Streets. 

Engines  on  Side-walks. 

|  Fast  Driving. 

|  Hacks. 

2L 

rX 

Miscellaneous. 

|  Signs. 

Sinks. 

Selling  liquor  on  Sunday.  |j 

Selling  liquor  without  license.  II 

|  Second-hand  Dealers . 

Throwing  garbage  in  street. 

Throwing  ashes  in  the  street. 

Vault  Grates. 

Wagons. 

Snow  and  Ice. 

First 

8 

12 

3 

5 

Second. 

105 

3 

i 

Third . 

16 

146 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Fourth.  -  -  - 

5 

IS 

Fifth . 

2 

Sixth . 

1 

So ven  th. ... ... 

2 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Eighth. . . 

5 

4 

hTinth  - ,  t  - . . . » . 

7 

19 

26 

1 

2 

2 

in  97 

Tenth . 

1 

15 

Eleventh . 

5 

1 

Twelfth. ...... 

9 

Thirteenth. . . . 

19 

1 

4 

Fourteenth.. . . 

6 

1 

Fifteenth . 

7 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Sixteenth . 

2 

7 

6 

Seventeenth. . . 

2 

Eighteenth 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Twentieth 

1 

24 

7 

2 

1 

1 

Twenty-first.. 

1 

28 

11 

6 

Twenty-second 
Chief’s  Office 

2 

1 

9 

3 

5 

8 

164 

277 

69 

3 

36 

2 

1 

i 

18 

44 '27 

H 

29 

109 

172 

18 

2 

1 

6 


16 

6 

9 


15 

2 

5 


8 

17 


645 
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REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  captains  of  the  several 
patrol  districts,  exhibiting  the  following  miscellaneous 
transactions,  from  the  first  day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  1854,  inclusive. 


Distkicts.  | 

Persons  Lodged. 

Lost  Children  restored. 

Rescued  from  drowmng|| 

1  Sick  and  injured  aided.  || 

Fires  extinguished.  || 

Stores  and  Dwellings 
found  open  and  secured 

Cattle  astray,  restored  |j 

!  Horses  astray,  restored .  j  j 

j  G  old  W atches  restor’d  J  | 

|  Silver  Watches  restrd  jj 

Money  and  property 

taken  from  lodgers  and 

drunken  persons  and 

restored. 

[J 

1st 

3,172 

31 

17 

37 

129 

8 

8 

30 

$3,548  88 

2d 

1,328 

35 

5 

53 

280 

14 

11 

13 

1,173  63 

3d 

929 

5 

4 

19 

'i 

9 

'  *2 

4 

14 

16 

4,383  51 

4th 

2,215 

109 

17 

4 

52 

6 

15 

11 

3,101  32 

5th 

934 

45 

5 

21 

’l 

8 

“i 

12 

945  66 

6  th 

1,760 

22 

23 

22 

6 

8,142  74 

7th 

1,342 

81 

4 

37 

*3 

11 

'  6 

1 

10 

638  47 

8th 

734 

29 

4 

15 

6 

12 

17 

20 

11 

2,009  64 

9th 

340 

105 

6 

21 

11 

8 

7 

2,084  10 

10th 

1,023 

20 

13 

1 

30 

7 

4 

304  09 

11th 

?159 

115 

15 

15 

4 

6 

500  00 

12th 

279 

i 

96  39 

13  th 

640 

133 

4 

9 

4 

4 

4 

2 

567  69 

14th 

2,005 

101 

22 

4 

607 

7 

6 

3,671  05 

15th 

958 

55 

32 

75 

15 

10 

30 

70 

350  00 

16th 

1,041 

57 

29 

9 

14 

10 

5 

1,587  98 

17  th 

l’021 

271 

2 

5 

8 

9 

9 

2,189  20 

18th 

’  97 

159 

61 

7 

34 

24 

22 

6 

13 

1,487  70 

19th 

A(\  9 

on 

42 

2 

1 

2 

2,227  97 

20th 

410;  270 

34 

25 

15 

3 

7 

1,227  51 

21st 

Afio'  Q1 

18 

2 

6 

10 

15 

2,214  14 

22d 

220 

!  67 

20 

2 

5 

10 

5 

3 

3 

687  29 

21,671^1812 

60506 

48*1327 

158 

179 

119 

191 

$43,138  96 

11 
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REPORT 


Made  by  the  captains  of  the  several  patrol  districts,  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1854,  to  the  Chief  of 
Police,  showing  the  whole  number  of  places  where  spir¬ 
ituous  liquors  are  sold  in  the  several  patrol  districts,  the 
number  of  places  licensed  to  sell,  the  number  of  places 
selling  without  license,  and  the  number  of  places  kept 
open  on  Sunday. 


PATROL  DISTRICTS. 

Licensed. 

1  i 
J  i 

& 

Sunday. 

£ 

First . . . 

875 

120 

425 

495 

Second . . 

179 

7 

42 

186 

Third . 

282 

40 

272 

Fourth . . . 

428 

79 

496 

502 

Fifth . . 

287 

3 

253 

290 

Sixth. . . 

490 

19 

472 

509 

Seventh . . . 

214 

20 

216 

234 

Eighth . 

815 

19 

47  ’ 

334 

Ninth. . . 

150 

15 

150 

Tenth . 

172 

78 

250 

Eleventh . 

238 

163 

*75 

401 

Twelfth . * . . . 

56 

20 

20 

76 

Thirteenth . 

207 

3 

17 

210 

Fourteenth . 

362 

8 

278 

370 

Fifteenth . 

142 

10 

10 

152 

Sixteenth . 

73 

253 

326 

Seventeenth . 

393 

61 

250 

454 

Eighteenth, . . 

32 

268 

50 

300 

Nineteenth. . . 

183 

12 

179 

195 

Twentieth . 

341 

96 

100 

437 

Twenty-first . . . 

134 

117 

189 

251 

Twenty-second . 

248 

15 

126 

263 

Total . . . 

5,096 

1,561 

3,260 

6,657 
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STATE  OP  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

REPORT 

Showing  the  number  of  days  lost  by  sickness,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  days  absent  from  service,  without  leave,  in  the 
several  patrol  districts,  from  July  1st  to  December  31st, 
1854,  both  inclusive ;  and  also  the  number  of  days  for 
which  pay  was  allowed. 


DISTRICTS. 

Lost  by 
sickness.  j 

1 

Without  | 

leave. 

pS 

First . 

308’ 

221 

26&1 

148’ 

274  ’ 
175’ 
167 
109’ 
452’ 
85’ 
129’ 
125“ 
143  s 
387 

O  A(\  i 

53 

20 

14 

30 

56| 

54 
211 
35 
36’ 
28] 
20 

71 

24] 

15] 

91 

Second . . 

Third. . . . . 

Fourth . . . 

41 

Fifth . . . 

5623 

94 

1561 

169 

143’ 

422 

340 

189 

512 

432’ 

1  99 

4  2 
49 
371 

1  4  j 

Sixth . . 

Seventh . 

Eighth . . 

141 

9C 

.Mnth . . . 

40 

28 

1  o 

Tenth . . 

Eleventh. . 

14 

15 

Twelfth. . . . 

169“ 

Thirteenth . . . . . 

74  . 

61 

451 

Fourteenth .....  . .  ...... 

oyo2 

Q  QC 

Fifteenth . . . . 

000 
118 
n-j  Q 

24’ 
351 
27  J 
19 

39 

24i 

291 

74 

iii 

31 
22| 
71 
23  h 

19 

19 

Sixteenth . . 

loo 

QA  A 

Seventeenth . . 

oUT 

415 

Eighteenth . . . 

IDO 
94.0  ’ 

10/ 
1*70  1 

Nineteenth . . . 

4^tU  2 
C/I 

J-  1  Z2 

A  QQ  ) 

Twentieth . . . . 

OTl 

914 

T5U  a 
0»9~ 

Twenty-first . . . 

oil 

OQ>7  1 

4*4 

~l  A  Q  1 

Twenty-second . . 

40/  2 

691’ 

-*•4  y  2 

670i 

16 

Total . .  . . 

6,599  £ 

5,427’ 

724  

4371 

Averaging  a  lossto  the  Department  of  the  services  of  forty  and  two-ninths 
men  per  day. 
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VACANCIES 

On  the  1st  day  op  January,  1855. 

First  District . * . .  1 

Second  “  .  1 

Seventh  “  . . . .  1 


Total 


Effective  Force  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1855. 


Captains . 22 

Lieutenants . 44 

Sergeants . 88 

Policemen .  962 

Total . ..1116 


COMPLAINTS. 

From  the  first  day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1854,  inclusive,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
complaints  were  preferred  against  members  of  the 
Police  Department,  which  were  disposed  of  as  follows, 


to  wit: 

Dismissed  from  office .  23 

Superseded  under  charges .  6 

Vacated  office  under  charges . 1 

Resigned  after  complaint .  3  , 

Complaints  dismissed .  32 

Suspended  from  pay .  132 

Total, . 197 
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Whole  number  of  days  for  which  policemen  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  pay . . . . 421| 

Averaging  a  suspension  of  3  25|-132  days  for  each  man 
suspended. 

Amount  of  salary  deducted  from  policemen  in  cases  of 

suspension . . . . . . .  .$814  IT 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 

Chief  of  Police. 


DOCUMENT  No.  S  5. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

MARCH  26,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the*Commissioner  of 
Repairs  and  Supplies,  in  relation  to  the  cost  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  ruins  of  the  late  New  City  Hall,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen  : — In  reply  to  a  resolution  passed  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  inquiring  of  me  the  amount  of  cost  in¬ 
curred  in  removing  the  ruins  of  the  building  in  the  Park, 
known  as  the  late  New  City  Hall ;  and  another,  wishing 
to  know  why  I  did  not  make  said  report,  agreeable  to  the 
direction  of  the  first  resolution,  I  would  state,  that  oq  this, 
as  in  all  former  cases,  I  have  used  the  utmost  diligence  to 
respond;  but  on  this  occasion  I  could  not  give  you  an 
account  as  soon  as  I  desired,  owing  to  the  document  being 
of  such  a  voluminous  character;  and  I  think,  that  when  you 
come  to  examine  it,  you  will  place  me  in  an  excusable  po- 
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sition.  It,  in  all,  comprises  ninety-seven  sheets  of  paper, 
containing  the  names  of  all  persons  employed,  the  amount 
of  money  paid  each  person,  with  the  dates  of  their  labor, 
and  aggregate  cost  of  the  whole,  which  amounts  to  six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  PURDY, 

Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies. 

March  26, 1855. 


Bureau  op  Public  Buildings,  £ 

74  Ludlow  street.  ) 

To  Bartholomew  B.  Purdy,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies: 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit 
the  following  report,  relative  to  removing  ruins  of  build¬ 
ing  in  the  Park,  formerly  known  as  New  City  Hall. 

Table  No.  1,  contains  the  names  of  all  the  laborers  em¬ 
ployed;  the  amount  of  labor  performed,  and  the  amount 
of  cash  paid  to  each. 

Table  No,  2,  names  of  persons  employed  as  foremen, 
at  $2  00  per  diem;  amount  of  labor,  and  amount  of  cash 
paid*to  each. 

Table  No,  3,  exhibits  the  cash  account. 

The  work  was  commenced  on  the  18th  day  of  January 
1855,  and  was  completed  on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1855. 
In  engaging  the  laborers,  it  was  so  arranged,  that  a  gang 
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came  off  every  day,  and  a  new  one  put  on;  the  men,  on  be¬ 
ing  discharged,  were  furnished  with  tickets,  showing  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  by  the  bearer;  the  said  tickets 
were  cashed  by  me,  daily,  On  several  occasions,  I  was 
unable  to_  obtain  warrants  for  the  amount  required,  in  time 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  workmen,  and  was  therefore 
compelled  to  use  my  private  funds  for  the  purpose;  this 
fact,  accounts  for  the  balance  in  my  favor,  as  per  cash 
account. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  PURDt, 
Superintendent  of  Buildings. 

March  24,  1855. 


No.  1. 


Date.  Days.  Amount 

1855. 

Jan.  20.  Peter  Flood .  2  $2  00 

“  John  Casey .  2  2  00 

“  Matthew  Tobin .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  Mullins .  2  2  00 

“  John  Dean . . .  2  2  00 

“  Michael  McKenna .  2  2  00 

“  Jame3  Purdy .  2  2  00 

“  John  Dolan .  2  2  00 

“  James  Hanbergh .  2  2  00 

“  Matthew  Cook .  2  2  00 

“  Christian  Eoley .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  McDoyle .  2  2  00 

!(  Patrick  Fitzpatrick .  2  2  00 

“  Owen  Conville . . .  2  2  00 

“  Francis  Conley .  2  2  00 

Carried  forward . . .  $30  00 
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Brought  forward .... 

$30 

00 

). Patrick  McKeever.. 

2 

2 

00 

James  Florence. . . . 

2 

2 

00 

Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2 

00 

James  Madden.. .  . . 

1 

1 

00 

Patrick  O’Connor. . 

2 

2 

00 

Wm.  D.  Riddle. . . . 

2 

2 

00 

James  Farrell . 

If 

1 

75 

Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2 

00 

Phenix  Briggs . 

2 

2 

00 

James  Laughlin. . . . 

2 

2 

00 

$48 

75 

2.  Patrick  Kelly . . 

. days2 

$2  00 

Albert  Minty . 

2 

2  00 

Andrew  Riley . . 

2 

2  00 

Robert  Minty . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McGowan . . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

Robert  Walsh  . . . . , 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McGintry . . 

2 

2  00 

Matthew  Rafferty . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Hanberry. . . 

•  If 

1  75 

Patrick  Fitzsimmons.  2 

2  00 

Richard  Cockland . . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McGenley.. . . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Harrity . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Hackett . 

2 

2  00 

James  Brogan . 

2 

2  00 

James  Ratigan. . . .. 

2 

2  00 

Bernard  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

Joseph  Ormsby..., 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . 

$37  75 

' $48  75 
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Brought  forward . 

$37  75 

Jan.  22.  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Bloomer . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Cogan .  . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Gorman.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  McMann .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Cosgrove. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Glynn . 

•  2 

2  00 

“  John  Hargrove . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rabbit . 

8 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Carrigan. . .. 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Casey . 

2- 

2  00 

“  John  Casey . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Flood . 

If 

1  75 

“  Thomas  Gaffney.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Sullivan ... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mark  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

<;  Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  O’Connor... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  D.  Riddle . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Madden . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Phenix  Briggs . 

2 

.  2  00 

“  Wm.  Nolan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Laughlin . 

i  a 

-^4 

1  75 

Carried  forward. . . . , 

$97  25 

$48  75 


$48  75 
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Brought  forward . 

$97  25 

Jan.  22.  Wm.  G-illon . . 

1 1 

4 

1  25 

u 

Edward  Brown . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  Bough . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Doran . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Cuff . 

2 

2  00 

<£ 

Mike  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Carrohan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Brant . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  McMann . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Callahan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  Lafferty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Fitzsimmons. .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Greigh . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Duff . 

2 

*2  00 

“ 

James  Cronin . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  O’Connell.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Welsh . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Garret  Pender . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Butler . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Fanning . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Pierce  Barron . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  McGinnell.. 

2 

2  00 

it 

Peter  Daley. . . . 

U 

1  75 

a 

Thomas  Lively . . 

2 

2  00- 

a 

John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Andrew  McNeil. . . . 

2 

2  00 

John  Martin . 

11 

1  75 

Carried  forward . 

. #158  00 

148  75 


$48  75 
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Brought  forward . . 

$158  00 

Jan.  22.Patrick  Gorman. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gutrie . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Mannaghen.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Dempsey. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Barney  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Ned  Haggerty. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Shea . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  McGowan . . . 

If 

1  75 

“  Bartley  Dimming.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Faulkner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Arthur  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McClusky . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McElroy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Gilligan . 

2 

2  0*0 

“  John  Lynch . , . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Lellis.*. . 

3 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Jones . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  McQuade . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Horan.....  .. 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Broderick . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Calaghan. .. 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Boland . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Coniyil . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Kivlan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Riley.., . 

2 

2  00  . 

Jan.  24,  James  Lappen .  2  2  00 

“  John  Brady .  2  2  00 

Carried  forward .  $4  00 


$48  75 


$211  75 


$260  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$4  00 

Jan.  24,  James  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Donnelly. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Gilfannon . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Feeney . 

2 

2  00 

“  Samuel  Sherron, .... 

2 

2  00 

“  ’  John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Justin  Dennis . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Slatten . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Davis . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Brennan ... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Mulvany... 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Riley. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Lary . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Laddy.. 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Monigan . 

2 

2  00 

,(  James  Forbes . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Gallagher .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Hadden. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Alex’r  McCool . 

2 

'2  00 

“  Patrick  Haley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Halpin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Welch.  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Mar  tin . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . . 

.$64  00 

$260  50 


$260  50 
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Brought  forward. . . . 

.$64  00 

Jan,  24,  Mike  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  O’Rourke . 

2 

2  00 

“  Win.  Heany . 

2 

2  00 

“  JohnLareyi . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Green . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Cusick.- . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Henry . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Hiland . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Collins....... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Farrington. 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  McDermot. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Maddigan.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Jackson  Bradley. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  McGough.. 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Connelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Day . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Wimbs . 

2 

2  00 

“  Henry  Potter  . 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  Connell . .  . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Golden . 

2 

'  2  00 

lf  Daniel  Campbell . .  . 

2 

2  00 

*•  Alex’r  McCool . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Lilly . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Spaulding . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  •  James  Feeny . 

'  2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Smith ...... 

2 

2  00 

$260  50 


Carried  forward 


$124  00  $260  50 
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Brought  forward. .  . 

$124  00 

Jan.  24,  Terrance  Moran .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Lively . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Murphy.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Tim.  Slattery . 

2 

'  2  00 

u  Patrick  Donohue. . . . 

2 

2  00 

‘‘  Patrick  McArdle... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Reilly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Lyns . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Donohue . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Timothy  Donnelly  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  McGowan... 

2 

2  00 

K  James  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Cary . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Curry . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

u  John  Curran . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Slowey . 

2 

2  00 

u  William  Haley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mathew  Lee . 

.2 

2  00 

u  Thomas  Dunnigan . . . 

2 

2  0,0 

“  Barney  Eeeney . 

2 

2  00 

u  James  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Miles  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

u  Thomas  Leary . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Adley . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Daily . , . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Williams . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Burke . . 

2 

2  00 

u  Peter  Fielding . 

2 

2  00 

u  Patrick  Kibble  .... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . $184  00 


$260  50 


$260  50 
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Brought  forward . $184  00 

Jan.  24,  Patrick  Burns .  2  2  00 

“  James  Logue .  2  2  00 

“  Richard  McGown ...  2  2  00 

“  Owen  Hurtle .  2  2  00 

“  Dennis  Kane .  2  2  00 

“  Conrad  Swartz .  2  2  ,00 

“  George  Mason .  2  *  2  00 

“  Thomas  Jones .  2  2  00 

“  James  Jones .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Donner .  2  2  00 

“  Barney  Doyle .  2  2  00 


Jan.  25,  Patrick  Kelly .  1|  150 

“  James  Donahue .  2  2  00 

“  Lawrence  McClusky.  2  2  00 

“  JohnNevins .  2  2  00 

“  Peter  Murther. .  2  2  00 

“  Francis  Reynolds ...  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  McGuire.. . .  2  2  00 

“  Philip  Fitzsimmons..  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Donahue .  2  2  00 

“  Matthew  Fitzgerald.  2  2  00 

“  John  Foley .  2  2  00 

“  Daniel  Dwyer .  2  2  00 

“  Dennis  Donovan....  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Olehan .  2  2  00 

«  William  Carron  ....  2  2  00 

“  Donald  Mahoney ....  1  1  00 

“  William  Fay .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  Mahan  . . . .  •  2  2  00 

Carried  forward . $34  50 


$260  50 


$206  00 


$466  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$34  50 

Jan.  25,  Mike  Caslowr . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Battle . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Smith . 

1 

2 

0  50 

“  John  Broderick .... 

H 

1  50 

“  Patrick  McDonald.. 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Mclniyrc . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Hasset . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Daley . 

.2 

2  00 

“  John  Farrell . 

2 

2*00 

“  Peter  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Bloomer  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  McGuire... 

2 

2  00 

“  Pat.  Dowdican . 

2 

2  00 

“  Pat.  Dempsey . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Duane..  .  =  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Gorman . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Welch . 

2 

2  00 

John  Hyde . 

2 

2  00 

“  Pat.  McGintry . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Calahan. . . . 

u 

1  50 

“  James  Dowdican. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Graham . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  McGowan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bryan  Oats . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

.$92  00 

$466  50 


$466  50 
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(Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward . 

,$92  00 

Jan.  25,  J ames  Larkins . 

2 

2  00 

11  Patrick  Coffee . 

2 

2  00 

44  John  Derwin. . . . . . . 

2 

2  00 

41  'Daniel  P.  Miller. . . . 

2 

2  00 

11  Peter  King . 

2 

2  00 

11  Patrick  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

44  James  Barry . 

2 

2  00 

44  James  Bolen.. . 

1* 

1  50 

“  David  Cagney  .  * . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Dolan . 

15 

1  50 

“  David  Cary . 

2 

2  00 

11  Joseph  Mangin . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Gillen . 

2 

2  00 

44  John  Conley . 

1 

1  00 

44  Thomas  McGerrie. . . 

2 

2  00 

41  Phenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

44  Eugene  Shea . 

2 

2  00 

41  James  Purdy . . 

1 

1  00 

44  Edmund  Shafto . 

15 

1  50 

14  Mark  Canniff . 

2 

2  00 

*4  John  Mack . 

2 

2  00  ■ 

44  Patrick  McKeever . . 

15 

1  50 

44  Daniel  Gallagher . . . 

2 

2  00 

44  Patrick  Cunningham. 

2 

2  00 

4:  Patrick  O’Connor . . . 

15 

1  50 

44  John  Dean . 

1 

1  00 

44  James  Conner . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

41  Bernard  James..... 

2 

2  00 

41  John  Cogan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$146  50 

$466  50 


$466  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$146  50 

Jan.  25,  Patrick  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Griffin . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  D.  Riddle. . 

li 

1  50 

Patrick  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  McKinney  .... 

n 

1  50 

“  James  Burns  ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Brean . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Parsons . 

2 

2  00 

John  McGraw . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Madden . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Farmer . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Boyle... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Frank  Connelly . 

i> 

1  50 

“  James  Loughlin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Bollas . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Farrell. ..... 

2 

2  00 

!<  James  Carr . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Leonard . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Coghler. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mar-tin  Churchill. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Felix  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

John  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Dailey . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Craig . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Doane . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Maurice  Dalton . 

2 

2  00 

$466  50 


Carried  forward 


$205  00  $466  50 
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Brought  forward . 

Jan.  25,  Timothy  Driscoll . . . 

“  Patrick  Dalton . 

“  Timothy  Murphy. . . . 
“  Timothy  Callahan. . . 

Jan.  26,<4)ennis  Kenny . 

“  Terrence  Murtle .... 

“  Tim.  Griffin . 

“  Mike  Noland . 

“  Charles  Rutledge . . . 

“  John  Leilly . 

“  James  Doyle . 

“  Philip  McGuire . 

“  Patrick  Larkey . 

“  Mike  Brophy . 

“  Ned.  Heverty . 

“  Timothy  Garey . 

“  Mike  McManer . 

“  Darby  Shaughsey... 

“  John  Murray . 

“  Patrick  Dunning. . . . 

Robert  Walsh . 

James  Foster . 

“  John  Cockland . 

“  Charles  Smith . 

“  Timothy  Hogan . 

“  Richard  Murphy. . . . 

Peter  Walsh . 

“  John  Gafney . 

“  James  Hogan . 

Carried  forward. . . 


,..$20500  $46650 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00  $213  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

*  JO  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

, . .  $48  50  $679  50 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


16 


.Jan.  26 

Brought  forward . . . . 
,James  Brady . 

2 

$48  50 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  McGowan. . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Terrence  Brennan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Stephen.  Moore. .... 

1] 

1  50 

“ 

Thomas  Gamble  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dolan. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Callahan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Cogan . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Daniel  Haley ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Burke . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Kinney . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Wimbs. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Peter  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Garret  Roche. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Henry  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Thomas  Mitchell .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Bullman . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Malone . 

2 

2  00 

John  McMann . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

David  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Waters  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Gary . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

.a 

Robert  Mason . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Lively . 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Sparrow. .... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . . 

$108  00 

$679  50 


$679  50 


V 


(  Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward ....... 

3.  James  McGlone. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Barney  Fee . 

2 

2  00 

John  McMullins. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Henry  Gough . 

2 

2  00 

David  Curtis . 

1  50 

Timothy  Swreeney . . . 

li 

1  50 

Patrick  Gallagher.. 

2 

2  00 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

James  Finley . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Galtery . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Homan . 

2 

2  00 

Terrence  Murphy . . . 

2 

2  00 

John  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

J,  Owen  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Me  Caen. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Timothy  Murray. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Riley  ...... 

1 

1  00 

William  Nolton.  .. 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Costello . 

2 

2  00 

John  Reed . 

2 

2  00 

William  Murphy .... 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Brannon . 

2 

2  00 

William  Bryan . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McDonough . . . 

2 

2  00 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McMara.  -  . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . 

.$29  00 

$679  50 


$135  00 


$814  50 
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Brought  forward. . 

.$29  00 

Jan. 27, Edward  O’Donald.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Donnelly  .... 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  McDoyle. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Robert  Lellis . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Judge . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bart.  Francis . 

2 

2  00 

(ft 

Thomas  Gener . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Sears . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Lowerrie . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Gillon.... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  McCarty... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Gunning . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bryan  Courtney.... 

2 

2  00 

ti 

Patriek  O’Connor.. 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  McDermot. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  Burns  . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Murphy. ... . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McGuire  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Tracy . 

2 

2-90 

a 

Patrick  Shaugnessy. 

2 

2  00 

a 

Wm.  D.  Riddle . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Mike  Henry . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Mean . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Williams . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . 

.$89  00 

$814  50 


$814  50 
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Brought  forward.. 

..$89  00 

Jan.  27,  James  Moran . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Crowe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Brennan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Fallon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Monegan  Marrar. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Reynolds.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Sheehan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Murry . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Bloomer . 

2 

2  00 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Farley. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Harrington . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Leary. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Shannon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Johnson. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McCahill. ..  .. 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McGowan . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  O’Brien. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Mitchell. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thos.  Riley, . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Nevins . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Dinans . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Carey . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . , 

$149  00 

$814  50 


$814  50 
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Brought  forward. ...... 

Jan.  27,  Patrick  Brandon. . . . 

2 

$149  00 

2  00 

“  Adam  Bocks . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jolm  Mullins . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jerry  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Blake . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Sweeny .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Farrington. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Loughlin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thos.  Finnegan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Riley . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  P.  Miller - 

2 

2  00 

“  Tkos.  McConnell. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Hina.. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Cavanagh . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Mullins . 

2 

2  00 

“  Andrew  McNeil . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Cannon . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Phelan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Gallagher... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Nolton . 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  Boyle . 

2 

2  00  ’ 

“  Mike  McGormel.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thos.  Harrington. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Ready . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Cronan . 

2 

2  00 

u  James  Cavanagh. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Denman . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Redlock . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

.$209  00 

>>814  50 


$814  50 
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(Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward. . . . 

Jan.  27,  Felix  Govern . 

“  John  Cline . 

“  Dennis  McNulty  . . . 
“  Patrick  McCue  .... 
“  Martin  Gorman. .. . 
“  Patrick  Finnegan. . 

“  Peter  McBride . 

“  James  Martin . 

Jan.  80, Edward  Wolton  . . . 

“  Thomas  Canty.. .... 

“  James  Hanberry . . . 

“  Martin  Malone . 

“  Edward  McGown . . 

!<  Wm.  Donnelly . 

“  Mike  Dorsey . 

“  John  Ryan . 

“  Daniel  Conley . 

“  John  Sheppard  .... 
•“  Jackson  Bradley. . . 

“  John  Martin . 

John  McCluskey . . . 

“•  Richard  Casey . 

“  John  Brennon  . .  v  . 

“  Wm.  Brown . 

“  Patrick  McGowan  . 
“  Valentine  Doran. . . 
“  Patrick  Dugan  . . . . 

“  Mike  Donahue . 

“  Alex.  Miller. - - 

Carried  forward . 


..$20900  $81450 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

_  -  $225  0° 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1J  1  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

..  841  50  $1,039  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$41  50 

Jan.  30,  Wm.  Callahan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Finnegan  ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Golden  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Andrew  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Lyons . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Riley. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hagan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Steven  Dimond. .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Dermot . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Hugh  Hester . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Doherty . 

2 

2  00 

(£ 

Chrysty  McConnell. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Awl . 

2 

2  00 

ll 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Lee . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Allen . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Cunneen  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Art.  Neal . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Felix  McKenny . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dolan . 

.  2 

2  00 

It 

James  McEwen . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Farr . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Anthony  O’Donnell. 

2 

2  00 

It 

Mike  Roach . 

2 

2  00 

ll 

John  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Larkin  .... 

2 

2  00 

$1,039  50 


Carried  forward. 


$81  50  $1,039  50 
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Brought  forward . 

,  $81  50 

Jan.  30,  John  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

(i 

Patrick  Manon . 

2 

2  00 

U 

John  Bennett . 

2 

2  00 

Charles  O’Connor. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  McCabe. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Ropley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Janies  McGuire  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Crawley . 

1£ 

1  50 

“ 

Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Henry  A.  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  White . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Linch . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Finnegan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Britton . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Robert  Moody . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Donald . 

2 

2  00 

u 

George  Stedman. . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Donnelly. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Hergon . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Mitchell. . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Thomas  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

James  Connor . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Cannary . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . 

$141  0.0 

$1,089  50 


$1,039  50 
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Brought  forward . 

Jan.  30,  Dennis  Drennan . 

“  Martin  Kelly . 

“  Duke  Brennan . 

“  John  Humphrey  .... 
“  Charles  McDermot. . 

“  James  Murphy . 

“  Patrick  Shannon. .  . . 

“  Jame3  Driscoll . 

“  James  McCarren. . . . 
“  Bernard  Hughes  .... 
“  Terrence  Duffey  ..... 

“  James  Pagan . 

“  Martin  Brennan . 

“  James  McLaughlin. . 
“  Patrick  McBride. . . . 

“  Patrick  Duify . 

“  Edward  Kenny. .  .. 

Jan.  31,  James  Parrell . 

“  G. Washington  Goold 

“  Patrick  Lee . 

:{  Thomas  Thornton... 
“  Patrick  Donnelly. . . . 
“  Timothy  Callahan. .. 

“  John  Ford . . 

John  Green. ....... 

“  Arthur  Dolan . . 

“  John  Curran . 

“  Wm.  Doyle . 

“  Patrick  Tully . 

“  Owen  Feeney . 

Carried  forward ....  . 


$141  00  $1,039  50 

2  00 
2  00  . 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

-  $195  00 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

$26  00  $1,234  50 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

t 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Brought  forward . 

Jan.  30,  Michael  Coit . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Gleason . 

2 

•  2  00 

<!  Jerry  Savage . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Mulligan . 

2 

o 

o 

“  John  Walker . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  McLoughlin. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Finnegan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Emanuel  Miller . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Egan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Bannon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Nonan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Garret  Roach . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Harrington. 

2 

2  00 

“  ‘Bart.  Feeney . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Colbert . 

2 

2  00 

“  Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

“  Matthew  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

John  Hark . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Kerrigan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Cornelius  Howard.. 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Donnelly . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Donnelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  McCarty. . . 

2 

2  00 

Michael  Tighe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Walker  ... . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$1,234  50 


$1,234  50- 
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Brought  forward . 

Jan.  31.  John  Sullivan...... 

“  Robert  Bloomer  . . . 
“  Richard  Y  andervoort 

“  James  Coyle . 

“  John  Farrell . 

“  Daniel  Callahan. . . . 

“  Dennis  Callahan. .  . , 
“  Jackson  Bradley .... 

“  John  Dermondy . 

“  John  O’Neil . 

“  Wm.  Barlow . 

“  Max.  Fallon . 

“  Thomas  Keeler . 

“  Daniel  P.  Miller..  .. 
“  Francis  Donegan .... 

“  Patrick  Tullis . 

“  James  Murphy . 

“  Edward  Wolton.... 

“  James  Farrell . 

“  Mike  Hart . 

“  John  Rabbit . 

“  James  Riley . 

“  Edmund  Murphy. . . . 
“  Patrick  Flannaghan . 

“  C.  Sullivan . 

“  JohnCusick . 

“  John  Piking. . . 

“  Philip  Sears . 

“  John  Hanlin . 

“  Daniel  Schram . 

Carried  forward . 


488  00  $1,234  50 

'2  00 

1  50 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  50 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  00 
2  00 

2  00  * 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

2  00  ___ _ 

$147  00  $1,234  50 


2 

1* 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2* 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Brought  forward . 

$48  50 

Jan.  31 

.  John  Conroy . 

2 

2.00 

.  “ 

Mike  Doran . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Gallagher.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edw.  Travis . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Thomas  Roach . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Waters . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Hartley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Reilly . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Roach  ..... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Henry  Taylor . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Edward  Carroll. . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Wm.  Nolton . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Edward  Murphy - 

2 

2  00 

« 

Charles  Johnson .... 

2 

2  00 

a 

Morris  Lane . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Daniel  Nellis . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Charles  Dryer . 

2 

2  00 

■* 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  1. 

Martin  Clary . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Thomas  Gilford . 

2 

2  00 

u 

William  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Mike  McGondee.... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Timothy  Sullivan . . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . , 

$16  00 

$679  50 


$189  00 


$1,423  50 


— 
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Brought  forward . 

$16  00 

Henry  E.  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  O’Connor. . . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Meehan . 

2 

2  00 

Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

James  Dowdican. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  D.  Riddle . 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Harker. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  McCroley.. 

2 

2  00 

George  P.  Worth. .  . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Nugent . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  McNamara.. 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

Mathew  Garland .... 

2 

2  00 

Wm,  O’Donald . 

2 

2.00 

John  Davis . 

2*3 

2  50 

Edward  McGorvin. . 

2 

2  00 

James  Johnson . 

2 

2  00 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Kenny. .... 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Canty . 

2 

2  00 

Horatio  Getty . 

2 

2  00 

James  Potter . 

2 

2  00 

John  Mulligan . 

2 

2  00 

John  Irvin. . . 

2 

2  00 

Truman  W.  Mitchell 

2 

2  00 

James  Forbes 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Brown .... 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Kennedy... 

2 

2  00 

James  Brady ....... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. 


$76  50  $1,428  50 


29 

(Doe.  No.  15. 

Brought  forward .... 

$76  50  $1,423  50 

Feb.  1.  Lawrence  Burns. .  .  . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Drum . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Gurkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Donnelly. .... . 

2 

2  00 

<!  James  Coughlin  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Sweeny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Ford. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Cushman . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Murphy. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Bolan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Fitzsimmons 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Brown . 

■  2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Harrington .  . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  L.  Platt . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Daye . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Callahan... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Joyce . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Sullivan .... 

2 

2  00 

.  “  John  Mullins . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Lee . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Halloran .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Buckley. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McKeever.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Wallis . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Goff . 

2 

2  00 

i:  Francis  Woods . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

.$136  50  $1,423  50 

ft. 
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Brought  forward . 

$136  50 

Feb.  1.  Patrick  Kivlan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Francis  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Conner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Gervin . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Henry . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Donley .. .  . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Mooney . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McB wen . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  2.  Richard  Casserty.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Henry  Mullihan  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“  Arthur  McDonald. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Gore . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Taye . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Lappan . 

2 

2  00 

John  Gaffney.  . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Streibeck.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Bartley  Haley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Ter.  Fitzsimmons. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Bannon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Eagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Cosgrove. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Henry  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Laughlin. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Tilley . 

2 

2  00 

<l  John  Quin . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$42  00 

$1,423  50 


$152  50 


$1,576  00 
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Brought  forward . 

Feb.  2.  James  Harkin . 

“  Daniel  Sullivan . 

“  George  Rutledge .... 
“  Edward  Wolton. .. . 

“  Samuel  Cree . 

“  James  Lynch . 

“  Maurice  Connell .... 

“  Patrick  Haley . 

“  Mike  Brannon . 

“  John  Nugent . 

“  John  Hughes . 

“  James  Jordan . 

“  Lawrence  Austin. . . . 

“  Charles  Smith . 

“  Charles  Johnson. . 

“  John  Murphy . 

“  Patrick  McGown .... 

“  Wm.  Faulkner . 

Thomas  Brennan  ... 

“  John  O’Many . . . 

“  Matthew  Rafferty . . . 

“  Patrick  Kelly . 

“  Wm.  Burns . 

11  Barney  Coyle . 

“  Jerry  Shaw . 

“  Patrick  McGinty. . . . 

“  Dennis  Lane . 

“  John  Hamilton . 

“  Daniel  Donovan  .... 
Carried  forward . 


. .  $42  50  $1,576  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

...$100  00  $1,576  00 


— 
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Brought  forward . 

.$5100  00 

2.  Patrick  Casserly. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Monahan. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Arthur  Burchell. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  McCarty  . . . 

2 

.  2  00 

“  Jackson  Bradley. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

£i  Robert  Bloomer  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Devit . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Bloomer  . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gilbrad . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Sheddon. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Lynch. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Cronon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Winn . 

2 

2  OO 

“  Moses  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bryan  Mariner ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Mitchell . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“  .  John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

:£  John  Feeney . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Doty . 

9 

2  00 

!;  Patrick  Delany . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Gowen . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Murphy  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  McGowan . . . 

2 

2  00 

1£  Wm.  Nolton . 

2 

2  00 

££  Thomas  Lean . 

2 

2  00 

;£  John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

;£  Philip  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

£  John  Flynn . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

.$160  00 

$1,576  00 


$1,576  00 
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Brought  forward . 

....$160  00 

.  John  Curran  . . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Walch . 

o 

2  00 

John  McKeller  ..... 

2 

2  00 

John  Merrit . 

2 

2  00 

Martin  Farrell . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Cunningham. 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

James  Gormley . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Herring. . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Tyner . 

2 

2  00 

James  Cary . . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Doyle . . 

2 

2  00 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

.  John  Lynch . . 

4 

4  00 

Jas.  P.  Florence. . . . 

6 

6  00 

Peter  Daley.. ...... 

6 

6  00 

John  Nevins . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  D.  Riddle . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  O’Connor. . . 

2 

2  00 

Manuel  Mellon . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Harrington. 

2 

2  00 

Francis  Dunnigan . . . 

2 

2  00 

Daniel  T.  Henly - 

4 

4  00 

Edmund  Shafto; . . 

2. 

2  00 

Wm.  Barlow  ....... 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

David  Heafrau . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ........  $42  00 

3 


$1,576  00 


$187  00 


$1,763  00 
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Brought  forward . 

Feb.  3.  Mike  McMara . . 

2 

$42  00 

2  00 

u 

Mike  Coland . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

" 

Hugh  Gorden . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Reilly . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Gurry. .  * . . . . 

'2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Larkin  ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dowd . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Win.  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  McCauley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Connell  . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  McDowell. . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Charles  Wisner . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Carey . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Cochran . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Calahan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Martin  Cameron. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Herring. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

ii 

Wm.  Griffin . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Michael  Donohue  . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Michael  Canden  .... 

2 

2  00 

ii 

James  Kelly . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Philip  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

John  Malone. ...... 

2 

2  00 

U 

Peter  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

* 

Thomas  Ragan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . , . , 

$102  00 

$1,763  00 


$1,763  00 


Peb. 


* 


Brought  forward 
3,  Thomas  Brower 
James  McGerrie. . . 

James  Dunn . 

Richard  Dillon . 

John  White . 

James  Sweeney. .... 
Patrick  Brennan. . . . 
Thomas  Murphy  .... 

Henry  E.  Ward . 

John  Sheppard . 

Thomas  Ronan  ..... 
Owen  Gallagher. . . . 

James  Moran . 

Michael  Bradley.... 
Wm.  Armstrong. . . . 

Peter  Clark . 

James  Darkett . 

Patrick  Carrigan . . . 

B.  Kaylro. . , . . . 

Mike  Conley.. . 

Barney  Ralkin . 

Martin  Leahy e . 

Wm.  Brown . 

Wm.  Spalding . 

Joseph  Twomley. . . . 

Mike  Goldey . 

Daniel  Sullivan . 

John  Spolman . 

John  Desmond . 

John  Smith . . 

Carried  forward, , . . . 


2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

5  5  00 

4  4  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  90 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 _ 

...$167  00  $1, 7.63  00 
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. $102  00  $1,768  00 
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Brought  forward . . 

$167  00 

Feb.  3 

,  Mule  McColler . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  McClusky. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Thomas  Murphy  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Matthew  Lee . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Peter  Fielding . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Murray. .... 

2 

2  00 

(€ 

Thomas  Harman. . . . 

2- 

2  00 

“ 

James  Neil . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  McDonald... .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Smith . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Edward  McKenney.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Y  andervoort 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

ii 

Peter  Corey. ....... 

2 

2  00 

«• 

Pat’k  Fitzsimmons. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

J ames  Murphy ...... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Edward  Murphy. . . . 

2 

2  00 

(( 

James  Burns . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Sullivan. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  6, 

,  Mike  Lowery . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Dugan  —  . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Daniel  HefFeron.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Buckley...... 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Farron  .... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

$10  00 

$1,768  00 


$214  00 


p 


$1,977  00 


.37 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.  6,  James  Duffy . . 

“  John  Walsh. . ...... 

“  James  Donlan . . 

“  James  Harberry  .... 

“  Thomas  Conan . 

“  Patrick  Goodwin . . . 

“  Thomas  Hart . 

“  Alex,  Mullin  . . . 

41  Michael  Buckley .... 

“  Martin  Maloy . 

“  James  Commerford . . 

“  John  Callahan . 

“  John  Brady  ........ 

“  James  Donlan . 

“  James  Grady . 

“  Anthony  Story . 

44  Mike  Conley . 

“  Lawrence  Kennedy.. 
“  Bichard  Slatterly... 
“  Patrick  Connelly  . . . 
“  Wm.  Drummond. . .. 
“  Owen  Hagan  ....... 

“  Mike  Fallon. . . 

“  Thomas  Farrell. ...  . 

•  “  James  Shields . 

“  John  Fitzpatrick. . , . 
“  Thomas  Curren.. ... 
“  Patrick  McGuire.. .  . 
“  Martin  Shields. .... . 

“  James  Parron . 

Carried  forward. ...... 


(Doc.  No,  15  . 
,$10  00  $1,977  00 


2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

.2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00  . 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 
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Brought  forward . . . . . $70  00 

Feb.  6,  Mike  Burnley .  2  2  00 

“  James  Larkins. .... .  2  2  00 

“  Daniel  Dwyre . .  2  2  00 

“  Charles  Bertholf . ...  2  2  00 

“  Edmund  S.  Johnson.  2  2  00 

“  Timothy  Donovan...  2  2  00 

“  John  Carroll . .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  Gibbons. ...  2  2  00 

“  Andrew  Conley .  2  2  00 

“  Andrew  Corey .  1|  1  50 

“  Edward  Ballot .  2  *  2  00 

“  Owen  McGlone .  2  2  00 

“  James  Burke..  t « ...  .  2  2  00' 

“  Daniel  McGrath....  2  2  00 

“  John  Brown .  2  2  00 

“  Richard  Murray  ....  2  2  00 

*  Mike  Costello......  2  2  00 


“  Patrick  Donley. ... .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Kenny . .  2  2  00 

“  John  McDermot.. . .  t  2  2  00 

“  Lot  Meehan . .  2  2  00 


“  Owen  Feeny . .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  Kelly .  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  Farrell .  2  2  00 

“  Richard  Dealy .  2  2  00 

“  Jeremiah  Broderick.  2  2  00 

«  John  Rabbit . .  2  2  00 

“  John  Coughlin. .....  2  2  00 

«  Wm.  Fay... .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Haller . .  2  2  00 

Carried  forward. .........  .$129  50 


$1,977  00 


$1,977  00 


39 
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Brought  forward. ...... 

....$129  50 

Feb.  6,  John  Darby . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Win.  Flaherty . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Jame3  Purdy . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Patrick  Hickey . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Samuel  Cunningham. 

2 

2  Q0 

U 

Patrick  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

n 

Thomas  Gore . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Campbell. . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Fagan . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Charles  Gray . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Malone . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Derkine . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Hargrove. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Moore . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Ferris . .« 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Gannon . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Patrick  Morgan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Brady. ..... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Thomas  Harrington. 

2. 

2  00 

<( 

James  McConnell... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Edward  Gaffney. . . . 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Edward  Gollihan... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  McAuliffe.. . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Daniel  Comroke.... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Michael  Crowe  ..... 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Madison . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McCaffrey  . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  O’Coleghan. 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

.$189  50 

$1,977  00 


$1,977  00 


Doe.  No.  15.) 


40 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.  6, 

John  O’Connor.  .... 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Gallagher. . . . 

2 

2  00 

** 

Francis  Dillon . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Patrick  Malone. .... 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Laughlin ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Keating . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barth.  Sweeny.. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Gillespie .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Doolin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Johnson. .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Wm.  Joyce . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  McAdams. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Many. . . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Robert  Bloomer . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Wm.  Nolton . . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Daley . 

1 

1  00 

Feb.  10 

,  Edward  Wolton . 

u 

1  25 

« 

John  Lang . 

1* 

1  50 

“ 

James  Dowdicah. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Teague. ..... 

2 

2  00 

14 

John  Casey . 

is 

1  50 

“ 

John  Donovan ...... 

is 

1  25 

John  Murray . 

li 

1  25 

u 

John  Drye. ........ 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . .,...$12  75 


$1,977  00 


$280  50 


$2,207  50 
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(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward . 

$12  75 

Feb,  10,  Patrick  Hickey. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Brophy . 

n 

1  50 

Andrew  McBride. . , . 

u 

1  50 

Bryan  Courtney. . . . 

u 

1  50 

“ 

John  Shannon. . .... 

l! 

1  75 

Patrick  Kelly - ... 

if 

1  75 

“ 

Patrick  Morgan . 

n 

1  50 

it 

.  James  Kenny. . 

n 

1  50 

(< 

Patrick  Foley  ...... 

2 

2  00 

a 

Mike  Feeny ........ 

1J 

1  50 

a 

Jacob  Anders  ...... 

If 

1  75 

u 

Patrick  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Michael  Larkins  .... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Bart,  Francis, . . 

n 

1  25 

tt 

Manuel  Miller . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Stephen  Craft . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Leverich. . . . 

1? 

1  75 

“ 

Edward  Kinney.. , . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Foley . 

n 

1  50 

it 

Michael  Shea . 

n 

1  50 

a 

Michael  Leary . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Martin . 

i» 

1  75 

« 

Edward  Marron  .... 

* 

0  75 

James  Brady - t . . 

2 

2  00 

*• 

Timothy  Farley . 

u 

1  50 

tt 

John  Meehan . 

1  50 

a 

Jeremiah  Good..... 

2 

2  00 

a 

Thomas  Canty . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Hogan . . 

1 1 

1  50 

“ 

Wm.  McNamara - 

n 

1  50 

$63  50 

$2,207  50 


$2,207  50 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


42 


Brought  forward  . . 

$68  50 

Feb. 10,  Patrick  Dunn . 

l! 

1  75 

It 

Peter  Marron . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Murphy . 

1! 

1  75 

(t 

Patrick  Brogan ..... 

'n 

1  50 

“ 

Martin  Brady . 

n 

1  50 

“ 

John  Martin . . . 

n 

1  50 

“ 

Owen  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Cronon. ...... 

u 

1  50 

U 

Patrick  McCabe. . . . 

n 

1  50 

Philip  McAuliffe .... 

n 

1  75 

“ 

James  Norbury . 

i 

1  00 

it 

John  Gafney . 

if 

1  75 

it 

Patrick  Carroll. .... 

2 

2  00 

" 

Henry  Ward . 

1  50 

“ 

Corns.  Fitzsimmons. 

l3l 

1  50 

(( 

Patrick  Ward . 

If 

1  75 

(( 

John  McLeod.. - 

1' 

1  25 

“ 

John  Martin  . ....... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Peter  Kelly . . 

1{ 

1  50 

“ 

Mike  Savage. ...... 

12 

1  75 

(1 

P.  McKeever . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Jennings . 

If 

1  75 

« 

Patrick  Cassidy.... 

li 

1  50 

“ 

Edward  Wolton. . . . 

1 

U 

50 

“ 

Mike  Calahan. ..... 

If 

1  75 

“ 

Daniel  T.  Henly. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Wimbs . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Brian  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  D.  Riddle. .... 

2 

2  00 

$2,207  50 


Carried  forward 


,$118  75  $2,375  00 


43 


(Doc.  No,  15. 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.  10,  Stephen  Boyle . 

. $113  75 

2  2  00 

« 

Patrick  O’Connor. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  Conley. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Brady..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Crennon... 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Mike  Burns . . 

2 

2  00 

it  ' 

James  Cosgrove.... 

1] 

1  50 

it 

Patrick  Dunn . 

u 

1  50 

« 

Wm.  Donald . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Murphy . 

1! 

1  75 

it 

Mike  Colan . 

n 

1  50 

“ 

Henry  Taylor . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Murphy . 

1  50 

“ 

Anthony  Feeny. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Carrigan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Phelan ..... 

14 

1  50 

“ 

Edward  Cox....... 

14 

1  50 

it 

James  Feeny.. ..... 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Doran.. ... ... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  McBride . 

5 

5  00 

“ 

James  Donley . 

4 

4  00 

it 

Charles  Leary . 

2 

2  00 

tc 

.  James  Fagan . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Burns . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Murphy  ...... 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  12,  Wm.  Barlow . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

(« 

James  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. .... 

$2,207  50 


$167  50 


$2,375  00 


Doc,  No.  15.) 


44 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.  12,  Edmund  Johnson. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Toome . 

11 

1  50 

“  Patrick  Larkey . 

11 

1  50 

“  Barney  Riley . 

11 

1  25 

“  John  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  McGowan. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Ballet . 

2 

2  00 

“  Manuel  Millon . 

11 

1  50 

“  Thomas  Harrington. 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Fitzsimmons. .. 

2 

2  00 

“  Allen  Trainer . 

H 

1  50 

“  Peter  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Shannon .... 

11 

1  50 

“  Justin  Dennis . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Jobes . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Bertholf. . . . 

11 

1  50 

“  Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

“■  Horatio  Getty . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Cochran. . 

11 

1  50 

“  Daniel  Haley . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Conroy ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Lyons . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Brady . 

11 

1  50 

“  Thomas  Walker,... 

11 

1  50 

“  Christopher  Wing  . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . .  - 

.$60  75 

$2,375  0 


$2,375  00 


45 


(Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward. . . 

$60  75 

Feb.  12,  Barney  McGerdon. . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Mike  Lowery . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Sheridan . . . 

l'a 

1  50 

(i 

James  McCormick.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Muldoon. . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Dennis  Bryan . 

11 

1  25 

“ 

Patrick  Nally  ..... 

2 

2  00 

ft 

Martin  Hogan . 

1J 

1  50 

“ 

Thomas  Daley . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Gillon. . . . 

n 

1  50 

“ 

Michael  Goff . . 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Flvnn . . 

H 

1  25 

“ 

John  Madison . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Cunningham 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Maurice  Scollard. . . 

1  50 

“ 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Haggett. .... 

1 1 

1  25 

“ 

Robert  Welsh . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Daily. . ...... 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Kelly _ .... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Cornelius  Slaterly . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Cogan. . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Marron. . . . 

l2l 

1  50 

a 

Barney  Riley . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Patrick  Carrigaiv. . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

George  Burns ...... 

11 

1  50 

n 

Denis  Burns. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Donlan  .... 

2 

2  00 

Jl 

Pat’k  Calahan _ _ _ 

.  2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . $113  50  $2,375  00 


Doc.  No.  16.) 
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Brought  forward . . 

Eeb.  12,  John  Casey . 

“  Mike  Brennan ...... 

“  Charles  Johnson.. .. 

“  James  Madden . 

“  Darby  Derry . 

“  Patrick  Lane . 

u  ¥m.  Joyce. . . . . 

u  Thomas  Gore . 

“  Thomas  Hanning.. . . 

“  Robert  Bloomer.... 
“  Timothy  Oats  .  . .  * . 

“  John  Hargrove . 

“  Patrick  McCarty. . . 

“  James  Durkin . 

“  Wm.  Slember. ..... 

“  James  Laughlin  .... 

“  James  Simell . 

“  Adam  Shafer . . 

Wm.  Donoho. . . . . . . 

“  James  Donohue . 

“  Alexander  Morrill . . 

“  Edward  Lynch . 

“  John  Burbank . 

“  James  McGowan. . ... 

“  Peter  Minnow . 

“  James  Burke . 

“  James  Connell.. .... 

“  Patrick  McGuire. . . . 

“  Dennis  Martin. ..... 

“  Hugh  Donley ....... 

Carried  forward. . . . . 


..$113  50  $2,875  00 

1*  1  50 

1  1  00 

’  0  50 

2  2  00 

1  1  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

ii  1  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2,00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00  _ 

. ,  .$169  00  $2,375  00 


47 


(Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward,.. 

Feb.12,  Peter  O’Brien - - - 

“  Patrick  Banty . 

“  Patrick  Burns . 

“  James  Doyle.. . 

“  Barney  Mulgrove. . , 

<!  Patrick  Boyle . 

“  John  Duane . 

“  James  Donohue . 

“  Patrick  Monran.. .  .*. 
“  Edward  Lewis.. . . . . 

u  Peter  Donleary . 

Feb.  13,  John  Murphy . 

“  Mike  Donahue . 

“  Morgan  Mara . 

“  William  Nugent. .. . 
“  Thomas  McDermott. 

“  Mike  Cauley . 

u‘  Patrick  Dugan . 

“  Peter  King . 

11  Patrick  Duffy . . . 

“  James  Riley . 

“  Robert  Lellis. ...... 

“  Thomas  Farley . 

“  Patrick  Brady. .... . 

“  Patrick  Carroll . 

“  Martin  Kelly . 

“  John  Fitzpatrick. . . . 
“  Cornel.  Fitzsimmons. 
"  Laurence  McClusky. 
Carried  forward. . . . . 


..4169  00  $2,375  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2»  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

—  -  $191  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2*00 
2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2J  2  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

.. .  $36  50  .$2,566  00 
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Brought  forward. . . . . 

Feb.  13,  William  Donnelly. . 
“  Patrick  McNulty. . . . 

“*  Patrick  Foley.. .... 

“  Patrick  McMann .... 

“  Edward  Donoho.... 

“  John  Ready. ..... .. 

“  Edward  Mallon. ... . 

“  MikeMcGown . 

“  Martin  Cunneen.. . . . 
“  Patrick  Conley. .... 

“  Thomas  Canty . . 

“  Edward  Hogan. ... . 

“  Lawrence  Burns. . . . 

“  Barney  Feeny.. .. .. 

“  Michael  O'Donnell.. 

“  James  Corley . 

“  Martin  Lyons . 

“  James  Devlin . . . 

“  Thomas  Murphy .... 

“  Bernard  Eagan . 

“  Jerry  McCarty . 

“  Thomas  Lane . 

“  John  Devlin . 

“  Mike  Ryan . 

“  Patrick  Donohue. . . . 
“  Michael  Larkin . . . . . 
“  Thomas  Gilfillan .... 
“  John  Merritt....... 

“  Thomas  Ragan. . 

“  Mike  Farrell. . . 

Carried  forward. . . . . 


....$36  50  $2,566  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  .  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00  # 

2  .  2  00 

2  2  00 

2*  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

£  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

.  .  $96  50"  $2,566  00 
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(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward. . . . . 

.$96  50 

Feb.  13,  William  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

(i 

James  Marron . 

2 

2  00 

41 

Timothy  Hernetfc  . . . 

2 

2  00 

•* 

Patrick  O'Connor... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edmund  Shaft© . . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Gafney . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

William  Gray...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Andrew  Walsh.. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

44 

John  Flynn  ........ 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Ward. ..... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Henry  A.  Ward  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Wolton  .... 

2 

2  00 

44 

Thomas  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hawkey . 

2 

2  00 

44 

James  Williams. .... 

2 

2  00 

44 

George  Morris.. . . .  * 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  Cunalogue... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Carrigan . . , 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Doran . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hughes.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Forbes . 

2 

2  00 

44. 

Mike  Camon.. 

2 

2  00 

44 

James  Sheridon . 

2 

2  00 

44 

John  Rodgers . 

•J 

0  50 

“ 

James  Doyle ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hart . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Mari  on  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  Doncgan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

$2,556  00 


$153  00 


Carried  forward 

4 


$2,719  CO 


Doc.  Bo.  150 


50 


;;Brought  forward 


Feb.  15,  Francis  Murray - 

2i 

2  25 

H 

Patrick  C  ark  in . 

2 

2  00 

(1 

Michael  Hanley . 

1 

1  00 

u 

Thomas  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

« 

William  Gillon . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  McMullins . 

i 

3 

0  50 

« 

John  W.  Davis . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Meehan . 

2 

...  2  00 

it 

Timothy  Hays . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Michael  Dugan . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Dennis  Dugan . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Bernard  Gilroy . 

i 

0  50 

“ 

John  Gunning . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  McIntyre . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Feeney . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Madigan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Joseph  Holland.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

John  Dougherty  .... 

2 

0  50 

tt 

Anthony  Campbell.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Mullins.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Daly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Donley . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Kane . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Philip  Colligan.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  Lyon . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

James  P.  Florence.. 

n 

1  50 

it 

Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . , 

$53  25 

$2,719  00 


$2,719  00 


61 


(Doc  No.  15 


Brought  forward . 

$53  25 

Feb.  15,  Daniel  Ryan . 

*  2 

h  2  00 

4. 

Thomas  Harrington.. 

\2 

2  00 

44 

Peter  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Barlow . 

•v-2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Gleason. . . . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Timothv  Shea. ..... 

2 

2  00 

a 

Edward  Keegan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edmund  Johnson. . . . 

2 

2  00 

(i 

John  Dry . 

2 

2  00 

il 

Patrick  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

44 

John  McLaughlin.... 

2 

2  00 

4 1 

Andrew  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Doyle . . . 

2 

2  00 

<« 

Thomas  Gibbons. . .. 

2 

2  00 

44 

Patrick  McCarty.... 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Collins.. . ..... 

2 

2  00 

<1 

John  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

44 

John  Conner . 

2 

2  00 

44 

William  Dempsey... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Smith . 

2 

•  2  00 

«( 

Matthew  Roberts.... 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  Chambers . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

44 

Daniel  Linohan . 

2 

2  00 

44 

Martin  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

44 

Dennis  Murphy... . . . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Robert  Smiley . 

2 

2  00 

44 

Thomas  Gore . 

2 

2  00 

44 

Nicholas  Martin. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Garry . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward, . 

4113  25 

42,719  00 


$2,719  00 


Brought  forward ..... 

$113  25 

Feb.  15,  John  Brophy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dolin. . ....... 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Short. .. .  ... 

11 

1  25 

“ 

Thomas  Halloran. . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Mike  Conner . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Burke  . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Henry - 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Fagan ....... 

2 

2  00 

ti 

Edward  Carroll  .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  McCormick.. . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Mike  Dolin . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Lilly . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Donlan. .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Robert  Bloomer .... 

2 

2  00 

ii 

George  Kenny. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hargrove. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan - ... . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dwyer....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  Fagan ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Denning. . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Flarin.. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Gwin..... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Barney  McGlown... 

2 

2  00 

** 

Patrick  Dugan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Michael  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  D.  Riddle..... 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Callahan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$162  50 

82,719  00 


$2,719  00 
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Brought  forward . 

4162  50 

$2,719  00 

Feb. 15, Patrick  Higgins. . . , 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Farrell ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Farrell. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Donohue . 

SI 

2  00 

“  Charles  Johnson .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Martin.. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Henry . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Welsh. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  Mary  Hargrove . 

2 

2  00 

“  Lawr.  Fitzsimmons.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Gamble . 

h 

0  50 

“  James  Darkine.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Sernbly. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Kenney.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Joyce . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Britton . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Cornell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Sullivan... 

2 

2  00 

•“  Patrick  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Conner . 

2 

£  00 

“  Peter  McBride... . . . 

4 

4  00 

“  MikeMcMann . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Samuel  Conover.... 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Loring.,... 

2 

2  00 

— 

— 

$222  00 

Feb.lB,  Edward  Wolton. , . . 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Wolton. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  McEwen. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Larkin . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Sheppard. .... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ..... 

$10  00 

$2,941  GO 
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Brought  forward. . . . . 
Feb.  16,  Bartley  Healy . 

2 

o  o 
©  o 

O  <N 

>€©> 

n 

James  Hanberry .... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Philip  Fitzsimmons . . 

2 

O 

o 

“ 

Martin  Lyons . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Max.  Tully . .. 

2 

2  00 

« 

Hugh  McGlown. . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Donohue. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Gafncy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Bough . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Martin  Holland..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Barney ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Kehoe . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Donohue . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Henry  A.  Ward.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Fitzsimmons... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Francis  Donegan .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Benjamin  Kivan.... 

2 

2  00 

(i 

John  Hughes . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Larkin..... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Wm.  Miller . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Foley . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hickey... .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Bine . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  McConkoy... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Foley  . . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  White . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  Burns . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Janies  Dyke . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McG lo wen . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . . 

.$70  00 

$2,941  00 


$2,941  U0 
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Brought  forward  . . . . 

$70  06 

$2,946  00 

Feb.  16, Patrick  Dailey..... 

2 

2  00 

>  :  •  : 

“ 

Win.  Turner . * 

2 

2  00 

U 

John  McKenna  ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Bertholf. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Eagan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Bertholf . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Cor.  Fitzsimmons. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Lynch...., 

2 

2  00 

<C 

James  Hogan  ...... 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Horan.. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Haley . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Nicholas  Haran . 

2 

2  00 

» 

Mike  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Hagan..... 

2 

2  00 

Set 

John  Cronon...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Flint . 

2 

2  00 

n 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

11 

John  Smith . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Brady . . . 

2 

2  00 

*■ 

u 

John  McKcever  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McQuiglan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

- 

(( . 

James  McMannus... 

2 

2  00 

(( 

John  Donevan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Cary . . 

2 

2  00 

^  :  ; 

Owen  Lamb . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  Mahoney .... 

2 

2  00 

tf 

Jame3  Burns . . 

2 

2  00 

«{ 

Hugh  Devlin  ...... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . . 

$130  00 

$2,941  00 
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Brought  forward . 

,$130  00 

$2,941  00 

Feb.  16,  Barney  McGowan  ... 

2 

2  00 

“  Matthew  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Early . 

2 

2  00 

11  John  Dunnigan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Dailey . . , 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Sullivan  ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Healy. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Barney . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Hughes. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Timothy  Whalen. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Carnes . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Golden  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  '  John  Martin . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Gill . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Omenia.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  Brannon.. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Handy. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Welch....... 

2 

2  00 

“  J ames  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  O’Connor.I. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jeremiah  Whittcmoro 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Curran .  ... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McCahill . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Shane . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Cox . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  McLoughlin. . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward ....... 

$190  00 

$2,941  00 

57 
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Brought  forward . , 

$190  00 

Feb.  16,  Eugene  McCarty.... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Curran . 

2 

2  00 

“  Frank  Fitzpatrick. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Lowerv . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Donovan.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Cassidy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Andrew  O’Brien .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  McDonald . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Cantry . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Buckley..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Korkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Brady . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Barney  (PBrien . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Travis. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Brown . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Fagan . . 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Loring  .... . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  17,  Patrick  Harrison . . . 

n 

1  50 

“  John  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Bloomer. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  McTeague. . . , 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Dugan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Eagan . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Finnegan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Judd . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Harrington. 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . 

,$21  50 

$2,941  50 


$224  50 


$3,165  50 
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Brought  forward. . . . . 
Feb.17,  Hugh  McMannus. . . . 

“  John  Farrell . . 

“  Thomas  Holton . 

“  JohnBrownen . 

u  Patrick  Flannagan . . 

“  Mather  Lowrey . 

“  John  Martin . 

“  Thomas  Lee . 

“  Richard  Bains . 

u  Edmund  Johnson... 

u  John  Brady . 

“  Mike  Brady, . . 

“  John  O’Conner . 

“  Barney  Feeny . . 

“  George  Burns . 

“  Robert  Allison . 

u  Mike  Connor . . 

“  Peter  McMullin. ... . 

“  Samuel  Conroy .... , 

“  Michael  McMann. . . 
“  Dominick  Hart. . . . . 

“  James  Reed. ....... 

“  Patrick  Duffy. ..... . 

“  John  Murphy........ 

u  John  Mulgrove . 

u  Patrick  Cunningham 
“  Peter  Shannon....  .< 
4t  Dennis  Me  How. .... 

“  Mike  Ryan . . 

u  John  Bower. ...... . 

Carried  forward. .  . . . 


.....  $21  50  $8,165  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2,00 
2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

. .  $81  50  $8,165  50 
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Brought  forward. . .... 

.  m  so 

Feb.lT,  Peter  Flynn . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Edward  Hain . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Dennis  Burns. ...... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Wm.  Barlow . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Edmund  Shafto. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

tc 

Wm.  H.  Yeomans... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Horgan.... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Dagner.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Horatio  Getty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Kain . . 

2: 

2  00 

“ 

John  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

a 

James  Boland . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Robert  Lellis. ...... 

2 

2.00 

a 

James  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Casey  . . ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Devlin . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Murphy.... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Bernard  Gormon... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Andrew  McCormick. 

2 

2  00 

u 

Thomas  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Sweeny . 

2 

.2  00 

U 

Anthony  Fecny . 

2 

2  00 

" 

Patrick  McCann. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Drum . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Stafford.... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Timothy  Harnett... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Shart . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hart. ...... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward ....... 

$141  50 

$3,165  50 


$3,165  50 
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Brought  forward. . . , . 

,$141  50 

).  17,  James  White . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hanning. ..... 

2 

2  00 

Ci 

Martin  Ryan.., . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Golden. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Hanning. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

li 

Daniel  Hart . 

5 

5  00 

H 

Thomas  Gore. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Sullivan. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Hargrove.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Hassett . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Lilly. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Alex.  Thompson. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Ter.  Fitzsimmons . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gordon.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Green . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Phelan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Andrew  McNeil .... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

•t 

Patrick  Smith. .  .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Coyle . . . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

J.  Bcnhart. ........ 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  L.  Platt. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Johnson . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McCormick  . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Jobes. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Duvis. ........ 

2 

2  00 

James  Burin. ...... 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Semblcr . 

2 

2  00 

$3,165.60- 


Carried  forward 


,$204  50  $3,165  50 
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Brought  forward.  ... 
Feb.  17,  W m.  Cunningham . . 

2 

,$204  50 
2  00 

“ 

Peter  McBride. ..... 

2 

2  00 

Feb.19,  Francis  Donegan . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Ed  ward  Wol  ton . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Henry  A.  Ward. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  O’Connor... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Simmons .. . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Ryan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

* 

Edward  McGowan.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Brady. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Arthur  Dolan...... 

2 

2  00 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

(( 

Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Dermon .... 

2. 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McGowan.. 

2 

2  00 

Andrew  Story . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Killeen . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Kelly. . . 

2 

2  00 

H 

Thomas  Brennan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Doran . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Thomas  McDaniel.. . 

2 

2  00 

**■ 

James  Foils . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Edward  Durwanfc... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Hickey . 

2 

2  00 

<t 

Patrick  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

Owen  Fitzsimmons.. 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Farrell. . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

454  00 

$3,165  50 

$208  50 


$3,374  00 
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Brought  forward. .... 

Feb.  19,  Thomas  Hughes. . . . 

11  Jerry  Savage . 

w  Patrick  Hegley . 

“  Michael  McCabe. . . . 

u  James  Burns . 

“  John  Bayard . . 

“  Jerry  Doran  ....... . 

“  Martin  McLoughlin . . 

“  James  Hughes . 

“  James  Graham . 

“  Darby  Dooley . 

“  Patrick  Butler . 

“  John  Gannon . 

“  "William  Clary . 

“  James  Walsh . 

“  Mike  Walsh . 

“  Thomas  Malone  .... . 

“  James  Madden . 

“  Matthew  Tobin. . 

“  Martin  Kenney . 

“  Mike  Cullen _ .... 

“  Peter  Flood . 

“  Mike  Cochran . 

“  Garret  Hays. . . . 

44  Terrence  McGowan... 

“  John  Winder . 

44  John  Me  Gowan . 

“  James  Kenyon . 

44  Mike  O’Brien . 

44  Michael  Hery . ...... 

Carried  fo  rward. . . . , . 


$54  00  $3,374  00 


2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2.00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2  ■ 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2.00 

4114  <0  $3,174  0 
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Brought  forward. .  . . . , 

$114  00 

$3,374  00 

Feb.  19,  James  Hagan . . . 

2 

2  00 

4i  Mike  Savage . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Kavanagh.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  P.  McKeever . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Hagan . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Canty . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Felix  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McNally . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Connelon.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Cotter . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Curran. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

44  Thomas  Lemon . 

2 

2  00 

11  Owen  Kearns . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Fagan ........ 

2 

2  00 

“  Barnard  Duffy. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Pat.  Conlan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Barney . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Bowen.,, . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Sweeny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Sweeny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Morris . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Cosgrove. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Condon.... 

2 

2  00 

a  Patrick  Walsh . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Watters. . . . 

o 

2  00 

“  Francis  Connelly.. .. 

2 

2  00 

v  - Conagc . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Doyle . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward.,., .. 

.$174  00 

$3,374  00 
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Brought  forward ....... 

Feb.  19,  Lodgers Ilennegsy.. . 

2 

6174  00 
2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Donohoe. . . . 

2 

2  00 

U 

John  Martin . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Andrew  Walsh. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

George  Rutledge .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Terrence  Golden. . . . 

2. 

2  00 

“ 

William  Brown. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Flaherty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Bcrtholf. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Shane. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  O’Donnell. . . 

2 

2  00 

*  « 

John  Rodgers.. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  White. ...... 

2 

2  00 

it 

Jeremiah  Whittemore 

2 

2  O0 

11 

Patrick  Kivelan.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Donevan  .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Farrell . . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  20, Mike  McMann.  , .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Stephen  Boyle. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Hand. ...... 

2 

2  00 

Francis  McGuire. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Jobes. ..... .« 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Mike  Donohoe. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gore. . ..... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Charles  Johnson. . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Johnson. ... . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Cornelius  Lyons.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward ....  . . 

$8,874  00 


$210  00 


6*3,584  00 


65 


(Doc.  No.  15- 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.  20,  John  Carroll . 

2 

.$22  50 

2  00 

U 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  McGovern.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Law.  Fitzsimmons. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hargrove . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Barney  McGowan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Robert  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

David  Walker . 

2 

2  00 

M 

Philip  Thornton .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Mitchell . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Gallagher . 

2 

2  00 

** 

Patrick  Sullivan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Cunneen . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Larkin. ..... 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Downing.. . . 

2 

2  00 

11 

Anthony  O’Donnell. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Kelly . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Gowan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Banty . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Patrick  Donovan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Dwyer . 

2 

2  00 

it 

William  Joyce . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Andrew  Moor.... .. 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Hanning.... 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Morris  Haley - ... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Philip  Hannig. ... .. 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward.  .... 
5 

$3,584,00 


$3,584  00 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


66 


Brought  forward ...... 

.$82  00 

Feb  20,  Edmund  Johnson. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Moore . 

4 

4  00 

it 

Mike  Cusick . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

1C 

Peter  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

1C 

John  Kelly . 

2 

,  2  00 

(( 

Thomas  Clark . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Nally. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Burns . .  . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  McCormick. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Buckley. ...... 

2 

2  00 

tc 

Philip  Bird . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Bernard  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Griffin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  Frillen . 

2 

2  00 

Bernard  Oats . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

James  Canless . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Flemming. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

«* 

Patrick  Sullivan .... 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Edward  Cox . 

2 

2  00 

(( 

James  Hanberry. . . . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Edmund  Haffenan . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Fletcher..  * .... 

2 

2  00 

K 

Patrick  Donan . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Timothy  Mullin . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . . 

4142  00 

$3,584  00 


$3,584  00 


67 


(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward ...... 

Feb. 20,  Barney  Lee.. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Keenan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

•  « 

James  Flynn.. . ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  McCoy..... 

2 

2  00 

U 

James  Sullivan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Patrick  Hynnear. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Platt. ........ 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Con.  Shanihan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Craig.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

JohnFarren. . ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Farrell. . . . . 

n 

1  50 

“ 

Cornelius  Keefe.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

William  McCabe. . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Donlan. . . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

James  Logan. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Johnson . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

John  Flynn . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

George  Loring. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Gray . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Hassett.. . . . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Britton. ..... 

2 

2  00 

tt 

James  Condon . . 

2 

2  00 

tt. 

William  Leary . . 

2 

*2  00 

“ 

Edmund  Hargrove. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Neil. ......... 

2 

2  90 

It 

James  Dunn . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Mike  Flynn . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Burns. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Samuel  Conover.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  McAdam. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . . . 

.$201  50 

$3,584  00 


$3,584  00 


Doc.  No.  150 


Brought  forward . 

$201  50 

Feb.20,  James  Darkin . 

2 

2  00 

« 

William  Sembler. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  P.  Florence. . . 

2h 

2  00 

« 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  Connell . 

2 

2  00 

« 

William  Crooker... 

2 

2  00 

u 

J.  Burbank . 

2 

2  00 

K 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  21,  Patrick  Murray . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Cons.  Fitzsimmons.. 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  McGality... 

2 

•  2  00 

« 

Benjamin  McKeon. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Richard  Murray . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hagan. ...... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Fitzsimmons . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Ter.  Fitzsimmons.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Doley . 

\ 

0  50 

U 

James  Roulston . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Dugan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McEwen..... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Foley - ... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Peter  Cling . . 

2 

2  00 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Mitchell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Lane . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Richard  Coghlan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . . 

.  $40  50 

$3,584  00 


$220  00 


$3,804  00 


(Doc.  No.  15 


Brought  forward . 

Feb.21,  Bernard  Feeny.. . . . . 

2 

..$40  50 
2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Eagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Philip  Mahen . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Fitzsimmons. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Ryan... ...... 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Daily . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Edward  Dooley. .... 

2 

2  00 

a 

Thomas  McDaniels.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Harrigan . . , 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Lead. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Mulvany. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Dwyer . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Carty* . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Mullins . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McGendell. . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Matthew  Collins. . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

William  Kahan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Peter  Shannan. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Spaulding . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Harrington. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McLoughlin. . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Patrick  Carlton. .... 

2 

2  00 

ti 

Michael  Madden . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  McGuire. . . . 

2 

■  2  00 

« 

Mike  Carroll . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Wm.  Drummond.... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

James  Cline. . . . . . . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

....$100  50 

$3,804  00 


$3,804  00 


Doe.  Np.  15.)  TO 


Brought  forward,. 

$100  50 

Feb.  21,  Bernard  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Francis  Gaff . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Black _ .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Cox . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Mike  McGowan...,, 

2 

2  00 

" 

Wm.  Thompson.  ... 

2 

20  0 

t* 

Samuel  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Wm.  Faulkner . 

2 

2  00 

H 

Michael  Lynch. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Gray . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Timothy  Garvey. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Dailey. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Andrew  Gillon . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Owen  High . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Broderick . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Ford.. 

2 

2  00 

(( 

^Robert  Lellis . 

2 

2  00 

if 

William  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Felix  McNery.. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Bannon. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McLone . 

2 

2  00 

(( 

James  Daniels. ..... 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Fower.. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Townley . 

2 

2  00 

if 

Mary  Hogan,  for  John 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Donley. .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Tuomey . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gantry..... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

,$160  50 

T1 


(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward ....... 

$160  50 

Feb.  21, Mike  Cassins. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Blake . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Mott . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Kenny...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Stephen  Boyle.' . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Sullivan  . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Daniel  Lyons . 

2 

2  00 

*  u 

John  Merritt. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Kline . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Wolton.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

David  Curtin . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Mike  McNulty . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

(< 

Henry  Dooley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  O’Conner... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Mars . 

2 

2  00 

<{ 

Jerem’h  Whittemore 

2 

2  00 

.  « 

Patrick  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Coyle... ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Creags . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Martin..  .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McGlone . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Horan . 

2 

2  00 

Feb.  23,  Edmund  Shafto ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gore ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Bully . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward.. ...... 

.  $6  00 

$3,804  00 


$212  50 


$4,016  50 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


72 


Brought  forward . 

$4,016  50 

Feb.  23,  Edmund  S.  Johnson 

2 

2  00 

66 

Samuel  Conroy. .... 

2 

2  00 

<< 

Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Mike  McDonnough.. 

1 

1  00 

66 

Daniel  Barden . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Connor . 

2 

2  00 

John  Davis . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Jerry  O’Connor . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Cunningham 

2 

2  00 

• 

66 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Wolton.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gilfillan. . . . 

1 

1  00 

16 

James  Williams . 

2 

2  00 

" 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

41 

Patrick  Cary . 

2 

2  00 

4< 

John  Keenan . 

2 

2  00 

66 

Wm.  Atkinson . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Creener . 

2 

2  00 

66 

John  Creener... . 

2 

2  00 

66 

James  Kelly. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Murray . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

66 

Martin  Farrell ..... 

2 

2  00 

66 

Michael  Larkin  .... 

2 

2  00 

66 

James  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

66 

John  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

66 

Hugh  Brain . 

2 

2  00 

66 

Patrick  Hagan ..... 

2 

2  00 

66 

Michael  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

6i 

Michael  Hadden. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

$64  00 

$4,016  50 

7  a 


(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward  . , 
Feb.23,  Patrick  Nolan . 

2 

..$64  00 

2  00 

“ 

Horatio  Getty . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Fanch. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Casey  . . . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Wm.  Barlow. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Hennesey.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Brady. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Joseph  Bray . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Mahen  . . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Wm.  Horachan. ... . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Philip  Cahill . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Brady. ....... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Michael  Wimbs . 

2 

2  00 

Richard  Barnes . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Britton . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Patrick  Highey.  ... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McGrahancy. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Mason . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Henry  O'Neil. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  McGrath. . . 

2 

2  00 

ct 

John  Mulcahey . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Wm.  Miller . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bart.  Farran . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

James  Cavanagh. . . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

Terrence  McMann. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Flowarth . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Murray . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Eugene  McCarty. . . . 

2 

2  00 

tt 

Timothy  Corwin.. .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Robert  Welsh. ..... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

$4,016  50 


$4,016  50 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


74 


Brought  forward . 

$124  00 

Feb.  23,  Charles  Harker. ... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Kennedy. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Carmen . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Kevlin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Fitzpatrick. 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Gallagher... 

2 

2  00 

“  -  Turner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Anthony  O’Donnell. 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Ragan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bryan  McGowan .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

"  Martin  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“  David  Whalen . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Golden. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Kearns . 

'2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Canen . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Boyd . 

2 

2  00 

“  Lawrence  Dreman. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gougherty. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  O’Donnell.... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hargrove . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Kearns . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Lynch. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  David  Walker ..... . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Bertholf ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Brennan...... 

2 

2  00 

•  “  Thomas  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Murtagh . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward 

4184  00 

$4,016  50 


$4,016  00 


Brought  forward .... 
Feb.23,  James  Coyle . 

2 

$184  DO 

2  00 

W 

John  McGown . . 

2 

2  00 

U 

James  McCormick  . , 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Conner . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Schwab . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Coyle . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Lowery . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  McCabe. . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Wm.  Sembler . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Darkin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Gilmartin.. . . , 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Dowdican. . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Madden.  . . 

2 

2  00 

John  O’Malley.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  McCauley  . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Greely. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Galligher... 

2 

2  00 

ii 

James  Forbes . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Feeny. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Casey  ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Sullivan . 

.'  2 

2  00 

Robert  Bloomer. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Cline . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Donnelly . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Cannon  . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Lilly . . 

5 

5  00 

“ 

Edmund  Hargrove. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Harold . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. , . . 

.$244  00 

$4,016  50 


$4,016  50 


76 
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Brought^orward . 

,$244  00 

$4,016  50 

Feb.  28,  Charles  Bertholf _ 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Feeny. ....... 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  O’Florence... 

2 

2  00 

It 

Peter  McBride . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Peter  Onley. ....... 

2 

2  00 

u 

Barney  Brennan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  McGlone.. . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Burk . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Flaven . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Patrick  McAuley  . . . 

2 

2  00 

$266  00 

Feb. 24,  George  Loring. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Warton. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Burk . 

2 

2  00 

4t 

Daniel  D.  Henly . . . . 

5 

5  00 

“ 

Charles  Johnson. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Gafney  ....... 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Braden . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

George  Washington. 

2 

2  00 

41 

John  Hall . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Dennis  Conoke . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  McEwen . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Conlan. .... 

2 

2  00 

it 

trick  n  n  on ... . 

1 

1  00 

44 

Lawrence  Austin. . . . 

2 

2  00 

11 

Daniel  McGraw . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

438  00 

$4,282  00 

77 
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Brought  forward ...... 

Feb.  24,  Abram  Hatfield _ 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Cusick . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Dooley . 

2 

2  00 

14  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Canty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Lewis  Aschenhenner 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  f  Connell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Leary . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Meehan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Callahan... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Manahan... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Donovan.... 

2 

'2  00 

“  Martin  Lough . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Conlan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Higgins  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Danver . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Cary . 

n 

1  50 

“  Wm.  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

'*  Rodger  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Colgan _ ... 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael'  Deacon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Henry. .. .  . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McKellock. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Allen . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . 

.$97  50 

$4,282  50 


$4,282  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$97  50 

Feb. 24,  Thomas  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Walsh. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Dwyer . 

2 

2  00 

li 

Bernard  Carrigan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Morrisey . . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Robert  Allison . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

David  Walker . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Kahull . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Driscoll. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bryan  McGowan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  McGowan... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Ryan . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Henry . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Matthew  Rafferty . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Arthur  McKenny. . . . 

2 

2  00 

(C 

Thomas  McCormick.. 

2 

2  00 

ft 

Daniel  O’Bryan. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bryan  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Corless . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hickstone . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Wimbs . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  McCall . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

(t 

Patrick  Maxwell. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

ft 

James  Halpin . 

2. 

2  00 

u 

J ames  Fargrovc. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Fargrove. . . . 

2 

2  00 

•  “ 

John  Hallahan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

$4,282  50 


Carried  forward 


.$157  50  $4,282  50 


79 


(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward. . . . . 
Feb.  24,  John  Fay. ......... 

“  John  Burke . . 

“  Martin  Hogan . 

“  Thomas  Nolan. ... . 

“  John  Hennessey. .... 

“  John  O’Conner . . 

“  Thomas  Dunn . 

“  Wm.  Faulkner . . 

“  Peter  Donovan . . 

“  James  Casey . 

“  John  Culbert. ...... 

**  James  Cavanagh..., 
“  Martin  McDonough.. 

“  Mike  Cusick . . . 

“  Michael  Cronin . 

“  Patrick  Brennan. .. . 

“  John  Adley . . 

“  Wm.  McDonald. ... , 

“  Richard  Ferris . 

u  Michael  McMann.  . . 
“  Patrick  McDonald.. . 

“  Peter  Clark . 

“  Thomas  Hanning.  .. 
“  Francis  Conger..#.. 
“  Thomas  Halloran... 

“  James  Farrell . 

“  Daniel  Hogan . 

“  Thomas  Blackwell . . , 
“  Edward  Kenny.  .... 

“  Wm.  Dailey . . . . 

Carried  forward. .... 


...$157  50  $4,282  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

i  50 
2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

..$216  00  $4,282  60 
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Brought  forward . 

,$216  50 

Feb.  24,  P.  McKeever . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Brennan . 

2 

2  00 

a 

George  Finnegan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Jerry  Nolan . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Wm.  Bailey . . 

2 

2  00 

H 

James  Rooney ...... 

2 

2  00 

Daniel  Donovan . 

2 

2  00 

James  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Jeremiah  Whittemore 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Miller.. . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Peter  McBride. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Doherty. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“■ 

John  Bannon. ...... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Edmund  S.  Johnson.. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Stephen  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Gore . 

2 

2  00 

it 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Owen  Gilligan . 

«  2 

2  00 

it 

Law.  Fitzsimmons. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Henry  Ward . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Joseph  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Shannon. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Terrence  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Bamrich . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. 

,.$22  50 

$4,282  50 


$252  00 


$4,584  50 


81 
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Brought  forward . 

.$22  00 

Feb.26,  Edward  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Matthew  Connor .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Davis . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Mitchell .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Callahan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Reilly . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Keenan. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  J ohnson. .... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Riley . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Moran. ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Hogan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Boyd . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Churchill. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Johnson. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Darbey  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Wimbs . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Donley . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Jamison. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Shea . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Darlin . e 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McLafferty .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Cashman. . . ... . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Lantry . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$80  00 

6 


$4,534  50 


$4,534  50 
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Brought  forward . . . . 

.$80  00 

Feb.  26,  Martin  Mulhall . 

2 

2  00 

“  Andrew  Coney . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  L.  Platt . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Waters . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Winn . 

2 

•  2  00 

“  Hugh  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Samuel  Conroy . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Conkey . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Fohey . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Gardner . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Donoworth . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  McGlynn .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Franty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Farrall . 

2 

2  00 

“  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

1 

1  00 

“  James  Hankey . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Bartlow . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Clark . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Murphy. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Murdock. . 

2 

2  00 

u  James  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Rogan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Horan. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  McNamara. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Samuel  Purser . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Finnegan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . . 

,$139  00 

$4,534  50 


$4,534  50 


(Doc.  No.  15, 


Brought  forward. . . . . 

Feb.  26,  Wm.  Carhart . 

“  John  McGown . 

*  James  Callaghan. . . . 

“  James  Brady . 

“  James  Martin . 

“  John  McGuire . 

“  Bernard  Lafferty .... 
“  Thomas  Harmon. . . . 

“  Owen  Cauley . 

“  John  McMann . 

“  Mike  Kelly.. . . 

“  Patrick  Cale . 

“  Patrick  McAdams. . . 
Patrick  Brogan . 


“  Patrick  Morgan . 

“  Dennis  Lynch . 

“  Adam  Hine . 

“  Thomas  Donnelly. . . 
“  John  Dolan 

“  Owen  Kanon . 

“  John  Hargrove . 

“  Bernard  Kanan . 

“  John  Furey . 

“  John  McCann . 

“  John  White . 

“  Martin  Connell. ... . 
“  Edmund  Hargrove. . 

“  Patrick  Hand . 

“  Wm.  Burns  ........ 

Carried  forward... . . . 


...$139  00  $4,534  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1*  1  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1’  1  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00; 

2  2  00» 

...$198  00  $4,584  50- 
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Brought  forward. .  . . . . 

. $198  00 

$4,534  50 

Feb.  26, "Peter  Kenny ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McCormick.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Cocklin.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  Brennan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Curren . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Hazzard . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  Bend . 

2 

2  00. 

“  Thomas  Murphy. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Loring . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Jobes . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 ' 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Sembler . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Darkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gurner. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Gray . 

2 

.  2  00 

“  Martin  Heelan . 

2 

*  2  00 

$240  00 

Feb.  27,  Edward  Wolton. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Harrington . 

2 

2  00 

“  Paul  Leavy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Riley. ....... 

2 

2  00 

c<  Daniel  Hunt. ..... .. 

n 

1  50 

“  Patrick  O’Connor.. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Horatio  Getty. ..... 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Bertholf. . . . 

2 

2  00 

.Carried  forward . . : . 

,$15  50 

$4,774  50 

85 
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Brought  forward . 

$15  50 

7,  Thomas  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Purdy . 

2 

2  00 

*  Edmund  Lynch . 

2 

2  00 

Matthew  Tobin . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

John  Fitzpatrick. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Tobin . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Bergen . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Brickley .... 

2 

2  00 

John  Tobin . 

2 

2  00 

Philip  Cams . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

Nicholas  Hagan..,.. 

2 

2  00 

Brian  McGowan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

George  Donnelly. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Owen  McCarty . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Burke . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McCabe . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Moran.. . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McDonald. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Armstrong. . ,  . 

2 

2  00 

James  McLoughlin.. 

2 

2  00 

Bernard  Huffty . 

2 

2  00 

Martin  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

James  Rooney. . 

2 

2  00 

James  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . .  $75  50 


14,774  50 


$4,774  50 
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Brought  forward . 

475  00 

Feb.27,  Henry  Taylor . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Simmons . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Connor . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Faulkner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Drummond. .. . 

2 

2  00 

u  Patrick  McGowan.. . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

u  Robert  Bloomer  .... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Lowery  ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Robert  Lellis . 

2 

2  00 

u  Daniel  Sullivan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Donovan. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Holland.  . . . 

2 

2  00 

•  “  Michael  Ryan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Harden . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Shannon. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Atkinson . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jeremiah  Whittemore 

2 

2  00 

11  John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  David  Walker . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  O’Donald. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Simon  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . $135  50 


$3,774  50 


$4,774  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$135  50 

$4,774  50 

Feb.  27,  Patrick  Lanegan. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gannon. ..... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Philip  McGibbons. .  .• 

2 

2  00 

“  Art.  McNeil . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Walsh . 

2 

'  2  00 

“  Patrick  Brady. ....  . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Roonyan. . . . 

2 

2  20 

“  Michael  Delaney. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Donlan  . . 

2 

2  00 

■“  James  Gifford . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Lott  Meehan . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Rogers . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Welsh . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Canty . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hennessey.... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Quigley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bart.  Connelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kavanagh. . , . 

2 

2  00 

*•  William  Sargent. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  *  Patrick  Handy . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Gray . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  MikeBkisset . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Callahan . 

2 

2  00 

William  Dolton . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Dougherty . . 

2 

2  00 

“  George  Rutledge .... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$195  50 

$4,774  50 
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Brought  forward . 

.$195  50 

Feb. 27,  John  Brennan . 

o 

2  00 

“  John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Davis . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Joyce . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  McBride . 

3 

3  00 

“  James  P.  Florence.. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Noonan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McHonan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

“  Barney  Rafferty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Fagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Hooley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  McCullough. 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Fogerty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Crenan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Burns . 

2 

2  00 

M’ch  1,'jWm.  H.  Youmans. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edmund  SJJohnson.. 

2 

2  00 

“  Edmund  Shafto . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Conologue... 

2 

2  00 

u  Philip  Burd . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Hagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  O’Donald. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.Nolton.. . *. 

2 

2  DO 

11  Wm.  McCormick. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Donovan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Dodd . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward ....... 

.$24  00 

$4,774  50 


$230  50 


$5)005  00 


89 


(Doc.  No.  15. 


Brought  forward  .  . 

M’ch  1,  Mike  Brophy . 

“  Bernard  Gorman. . 
“  John  Hargrove. . . 

“  Wm.  Genin . . . 

“  Thomas  Gore . 

“  Peter  McGowan.. 
“  Matthew  English . . 
“  JohnReddington. . 

“  Mike  Sullivan . 

“  Michael  McKenny . 
“  Mike  McMann .... 
“  Charles  Harker. . . 

“  James  Fagan . 

“  Martin  Clary . 

“  Thomas  Savage. . . 
“  Thomas  Wickham. 
“  Thomas  Hanning  . . 
“  Edward  Hargrove 
“•  Stephen  Boyle. . . 
“  Edward  Kenny... 

“  James  Boyle . 

“  Cornelius  Fagan.. 
“  Anthony  O’Brien.. 

“  Bernard  Coyle - 

“  John  McCabe . 

“  Mike  Goff . 

“  Darbey  Dooley. .. . 
“  Patrick  Mundy... 
“  Richard  Maxwell  - . 
•“  Dennis  Connor.. .  . 
Carried  forward. . . 


..$24  50  $5,005  00 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

4  88  00  $5,005  00 
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2 
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2 

2 
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2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Brought  forward . 

M’ch  1,  Patrick  Gleason . 

“  Timothy  Shea . 

“  James  Hanberry. .... 

“  Patrick  Kelly . 

“  Daniel  Sullivan ..... 

“  Thomas  Reed . 

“  Matthew  Wafers.... 

“  James  Kelly . 

“  John  Quin . 

“  John  Martin . 

“  James  Casey . 

“  Thomas  Lynch . 

:i-  Thomas  Donlan. .... 
“  Patrick  McGowan. . . 
“  Henry  Conner. . .  . 

“  David  Curtin . 

“  Patrick  Curran . 

“  Wm.  Pagan . 

“  Patrick  Peeny . 

“  James  Shields, ..... . 

“  Owen  Boyle . 

“  James  Robinson . 

“  Richard  Baines . 

“  Patrick  Mellen . 

“  Mike  Henry . 

“  Bernard  Black . 

“  Edward  Hogan . 

James  Hart . 

“  Mike  Callahan . 

“  Charles  Leavy . 

Carried  forward . 


.$83  00  $5,005  00 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
%  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

$143  00  $5,005  00 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2. 

2 
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Brought  forward . 

,$143  00 

M’chl,  James  Bannon . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Shea . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Bernard  Foiles . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis  McGowan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McIntyre. . .  i . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Nugent. .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Philip  Conroy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Quin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Devlin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Boyle . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Dwyer . * 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Harnet . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Edward  Cox . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Dennis,  Connell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

J.  Burbank . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hadley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Gill . 

2 

2  00 

(( 

Wm.  Mahan . 

o 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Fielding . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Conner . 

2 

2  0.0 

Timothy  Murray. . . . 

2 

2  00 

It 

George  Washington.. 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$203  00 
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Brought  forward . 

...4203  00 

Patrick  McBride. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Walker . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Cunningham. 

2 

2  00 

P.  Calahan . 

2 

2  00 

Timothy  Garry . 

2 

2  00 

Charles  Johnson.... 

2 

2  00 

James  Kennedy . 

2 

2  00 

Henry  Jones . 

2 

2  00 

Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

Phoenix  Briggs . 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Jobes . 

2 

2  00 

Samuel  Conroy . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  McAdams... 

2 

2  00 

Bernard  Simmons . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Murphy. . . !  , . 

2 

2  00 

Martin  Duffy . 

2 

2-00 

Patrick  Keely . 

2 

2  00 

Daniel  O’Connell.. . . 

1 

1  00 

John  Mahen . 

2 

2  00 

James  Darken . 

2 

2  00 

James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Cochran . 

2 

2  00 

Bernard  McKay . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Sembler . 

2 

2  00 

George  Loring . 

2 

2  00 

,  James  Judge . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Wolton . 

2 

2  00 

Philip  Kearns . 

2 

2  00 

Thomas  Lynch . 

1 

1  00 

$5,005  00 


$252  00 


Carried  forward 


$7  00  $5,257  00 
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Brought  forward . 

2,  Edmund  Curry . 

John  McDermot . 

Martin  McGuire. . . . 

John  English . 

Patrick  Manahan. . . . 

Wm.  Faulkner . . 

Robert  Lellis . 

Thomas  Meehan . 

John  Layden . 

Matthew  Rafferty . . . 

Philip  Riley . 

Dennis  Dugan . 

Martin  Churchill. . . . 

Mike  Hasset . 

Mike  Hart. . 

John  Prenenty . . 

John  O’Malley . 

James  Hooley . 

Wm.  Sargent . 

James  Hagan . 

Anthony  O’Donnell . . 
Michael  Ryan ....... 

Patrick  Sullivan. . . . 

Patrick  McCluskey. . 

Joseph  Kirwin . 

Thomas  McDermot.. 

Jerry  Savage . 

James  Shannon . 

James  Fagan . 

Patrick  Curry . 

Carried  forward . 


. . .  $7  00  $5,257  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1  1  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1  1  00 

2  2  00 

1  1  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 


$64  00  $5,257  00 
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Brought  forward . 

.$  64  00 

M;ch  2,  Bernard  Lowery. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

John  O'Brien . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  McCluskey. 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Fletcher. . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Burke . 

1 

1  00 

“  Mike  McDonough... 

2 

2  00 

“  Matthew  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Lough . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Bradley . 

1 

1  00 

“  George  Diegan. ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

u  Patrick  Devlin . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Henley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Maddigan. .. 

1 

1  00 

“  Timothy  Callahan... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Walsh . 

2 

2  00 

“  Timothy  Carty . 

•  2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Lynch . 

1* 

1  50 

“  James  Sweeney . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Drum . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  McNulty. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Brower . 

2 

2  00 

David  Connor . 

1 

1  00 

“  James  Dowlan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Tracey . 

1 

1  00 

“  Edward  Burns . 

1 

1  00 

“  Michael  Buckley . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

....$117  50 

$5,257  00 


$5,257  00 
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M’ch  2,  Brought  forward . $117  50 

“  John  Kenan .  2  2  00 

“  John  Carroll.. .  2  2  00 

“  Robert  Burke .  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  Kelly .  2  2  00 

“  Cormick  McGerry.. .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Leary .  2  2  00 

“  John  Kelly .  2  2  00 

“  Owen  Hagan .  2  2  00 

“  John  Mooney .  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  Malone .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  McGloin .  2  2  00 

“  Bernard  Fitzhugh. . .  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  Matthew ... .  2  2  00 

“  Mike  Lowery .  1  1  00 

“  Michael  Murphy. ....  2  2  00 

“  Daniel  Connell .  2  2  00 

“  John  McCarty .  1  1  00 

“  Martin  Murray .  2  2  00 

“  Owen  Feeney .  1 ,  1  00 

“  Owen  Carnes .  2  2  00 

“  Michael  Doran .  2  2  00 

“  Thomas  Lynes .  2  2  00 

“  Patrick  Slater, .....  2  2  00 

“  Andrew  Gillon .  1  1  00 

“  John  Brady .  2  2  00  , 

“  Patrick  Kivlan .  2  2  00 

“  Martin  Kelly .  1  1  00 

Edward  Hinchey ... .  2  2  00 

“  Timothy  Mitchell. ...  1  1  00 

“  Thomas  Ryan .  2  2  00 

Carried  forward . $171  60 


$5,257,400 


$5,257  00 
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Brought  forward . 

$171  50 

M’ch  2,  Patrick  Ridden . 

1 

1  00 

“  John  Hagan . 

1 

1  00 

“  James  Kearns . 

'  2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Morgan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Hickey . 

1 1 

1  50 

“  Thomas  Murphy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Andrew  Bruen ...... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McGern. ..... 

2. 

2  00 

“  Terrence  McMann. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Purdy . 

2 

2  00 

“  David  Walker. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Henry  Taylor . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hinds . 

1 

1  00 

“  Martin  Brush . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Moore . . . 

*2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Feeney . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Butler . 

1 

1  00 

“  Wm.  Joyce . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Breein . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jere.  Whittemore . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Farrell... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Kearns . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Devlin. ..... 

2. 

2  00 

“  John  Adley . 

2 

2  00 

M  Patrick  Eagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  O’Brien. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Frank  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$227  00 
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Brought  forward . 

.$227  00 

M’ch  2.  Patrick  Farley . 

2 

2  00 

v  “  Patrick  Nolan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Horahan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  O’Brien . 

1 

1  00 

“  James  Henry. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hockstone. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Dillon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Callahan. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Hanaright. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Craig . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  O’Connor. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Curren . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Forbes . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Kelly  . 

2 

2  00 

“  Lawr’e  Fitzsimmons. 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Gallagher... 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Jennings . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Boring . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Duffy . . 

n 

1  50 

“  Theobald  Fleming. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Carbrey  . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Kernans .... 

1 

1  00 

“  Michael  McGown... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Lilly . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kavanah . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Lynch.,... 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

....$282  50 

$5,257  00 


$5,257  00 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


98 


Brought  forward . 

M’ch  2/ James  Sweeny . 

“  Francis  Conley ..... 
“  Patrick  McKeever. . 

“  James  Kain . 

“  James  Devernan. . . . 

M'ch  3,  Edward  Shafto . 

“  Edmund  S.  Johnson. 

“  James  Casey . 

“  Mike  Golden . 

“  James  Casey . 

“  Thomas  McGuire .... 

“  Patrick  Foley . 

“  Matthew  Tobin ..... 

“  James  Kennedy.. ... . 

“  Wm.  Gillon . 

“  James  Kearns . 

“  Thomas  Farrell . 

“  Alexander  Humpson. 

“  Thomas  Brady . 

“  Thomas  Harrington. 

“  James  Teague . 

“  Patrick  Kerrigan . . . 

“  John  Morrison . 

“  Patrick  Tracy . 

“  James  Gary . 

“  Patrick  Farrell . 

“  Phcenix  Briggs . 

“  Martin  Malone . 

“  Wm,  Fay. ......... 

Carried  forward . 


...$282  50  $5,257  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

—  -  $292  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2\  2  50 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

1  1  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

2  2  00 

. $47  50  $5,549  50 
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Brought  forward. . . . 

447  50 

M’ch  3,  James  Dalton . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Campbell. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Mahen . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Riley . 

2, 

2  00 

“  James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Hugh  Gilmartin. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Walter  Rouse . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Gafney. .... . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  McGuire... . 

2 

2  00 

"  James  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hanna . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Borland . 

2 

2  00 

u  Thomas  Thornton. . . 

21 

2  50 

“  Michael  Haddigan.. 

21 

2  50 

“  Philip  Thornton.... 

21 

2  50 

“  Stephen  Boyle.  ...*. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Harrison... 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Faulkner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Feeny . 

21 

2  50 

“  Daniel  O’Conner... . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Dorsey . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Mitchell . 

2. 

2.  00 

“  Charles  Callahan... 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Gore . 

2 

2  00 

“  Daniel  Donovan. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Killridge . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jtichard  Murphy. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  McGown . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . . 

$109  50 

15,549  50 


$5,549  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$109  50 

M’ch  3 

,  Mike  Larkin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hart... . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Robert  Lellis . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Jerry  Callahan . 

2 1 

2  50 

“ 

Philip  Burd . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Harker . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John'  Kelly . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Cunningham 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Keely . 

2 

2  00 

<< 

Adam  Conover . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Dunn . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Owen  Gilligan . 

1  \ 

1  50 

“ 

Geo.  Wash’g  Goold. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hennessey.... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Adley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Kavanah . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Rhodes . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Walsh . . 

2 

2  00 

<( 

Martin  Quigley . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Farley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Jerry  Logan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Hooley . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  McGorman. . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Mike  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Dowling.... 

2 

2  00 

(i 

Thomas  W alker .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Michael  Nolan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

John  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Hughes . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . . 

,$167  50 

$5,549  50 


$5,549  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$167  50 

!,  Bryan  McGowan.... 

"  2 

2  00 

James  Harris . 

2 

2  Ofl 

Ter.  Fitzsimmons  . . . 

1 

1  00 

Thomas  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

Adam  Hind . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McGowan. .... 

2 

2  00 

Mike  Cullen . . 

2 

2  00 

Patrick  Dolan . 

2 

2  00 

John  Hargrove . 

2 

2  00 

Mike  McMann . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Brown . 

2 

2  00 

Andrew  McGown . . . 

2 

2  00 

Martin  Mager. . . . . . 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Wolton. ... 

n 

1  50 

Edmund  Hargrove.. 

2 

2  00' 

Peter  Jobes . . 

2 

2  00 

Wm.  Nolton . 

■  2 

2  00 

Mike  Cochran. . 

2 

2  00 

William  Mahan . 

2 

2  00 

Timothy  McCarty. . . 

2 

2  00 

John  Hand . 

2 

2  00 

William  Murphy .... 

2 

2  00 

Edward  Kenny . 

2 

2  00 

Morgan  Maher . 

1 

1  00 

Patrick  McGown. . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Conner . 

1 

1  00 

John  Conner . 

1 

1  00 

John  Callahan . 

1 

1  00 

William  Sembler. . . . 

2 

2  00 

James  Darkin . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$222  00 

$5,549  50 


$5,549  50 
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Brought  forward . 

$222  00 

M’ch  3,  James  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Hugh  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Lafferty . 

2 

2  00 

U 

Adam  Born . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Patrick  McAdams. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

George  Loring . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Mullen . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Thomas  Hanning. . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Leonard  Austin . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Bernard  Sweeny. . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Edward  Hargrove. . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

John  Donnelly . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Dennis  Cullough, . . . 

1 

1  00 

it 

James  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Hugh  Donlan . 

1 

1  00 

It 

Hugh  McGraw . 

2 

2  00 

it 

James  Madison. ... . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Cline . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Kennedy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Michael  Feeny . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Martin  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

it 

William  Cary . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Rabbit . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  P.  Florence. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Warren . 

1 

1  O'O 

“ 

Richard  Maxwell . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  McGraw. . .... 

2 

2  00 

John  Ready . 

2| 

2  25  • 

“ 

James  Hogan . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. ...... 

$5,549  50 


$5,549  50 
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Brought  forward . 

.....$279  50 

M;ch  3,  Hugh  McGuire . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Johnson.. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Conlan . 

2 

2  do 

“  Robert  Bloomer ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Owen  Coyle . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Joyce. .  . .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Carroll.... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Killein . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Y osburgh . . . 

■  2. 

2  00 

“  James  McGlone . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bernard  Hughes.... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Donovan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Duffy . 

2 

2  00 

M’ch  5,  Edward  Wolton . 

h 

50 

“  Daniel  Henly . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Purdy . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Herrigan. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Jeremiah  Whittemore 

2 

3  00 

“  Edward  Kenny . 

1 

1  00 

“  Darbey  Dooley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  H.  Yeomans. . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Casey . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Conlan..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Murray.... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Hagan . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Butler . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Maxwell  .. 

1 

1  00 

“  John  Gilmartin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  McGown . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

. $29  50 

$5,549  50 


$806  25 


$5,855  75 
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Brought  forward . 

M’ch  5,  Timothy  Murphy. . . . 

2 

$29  50 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Cline . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Mike  Moran. ....... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  McKellar . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Colligan . 

2 

2  00 

it 

David  Walker . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Philip  Colligan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Miller . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Thomas  Barry . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

William  Mahen . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Patrick  Harrison. . . 

2 

2  00 

a 

Timothy  Gary . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Lunny . 

1 

1  00 

“ 

Alexander  McBride . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  McFarland.... 

2 

2*00 

“ 

Owen  McFarland . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Charles  Flynn . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Bernard  Govern. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Daniel  Conroy . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hays . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Patrick  Nany . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Hart . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Wm.  Carter . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Simon  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

George  Kenny. . .... 

2 

2  00 

“ 

James  Butler. . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Peter  Flood . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

.$85  50 

$5,855  75 


$5,855  75 
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Brought  forward . 

$85  50 

$5,855  00 

M'ch  5,  Mike  McGonly . 

2 

2  00 

“  Charles  Bertholf. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Hogan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Mulligan . 

2 

2  00 

“  William  Cary . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Keenan . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  McGloin.... 

2 

2  00 

•“  John  Foley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  McDonald . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  O’Brien . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Riley . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Kenny. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Kalaher . 

2 

2  00 

“  Michael  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

“  Terrence  Fitzsimmons 

2 

2  00 

“  Cornelius  Hogan. .  . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Clark . 

2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Canty . 

2 

2  00 

“  Peter  Murphy . 

1 

1  00 

“  Owen  High . 

2 

2  oo 

“  Patrick  Brookley .... 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Gill . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McCahill . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bart.  Conley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Bartholomew  Haley . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Smith . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  McGowan. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Bannon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Dudley  Owens . 

2 

2  00 

“  Mike  Hughs . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$144  50 

$5,855  75 
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Brought  forward . 

$144  50 

M’chS,  Charles  Walch . 

2 

2  00 

“  Timothy  Cronon. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“  Richard  Cocklin.... 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Hanberry. .. . 

2 

2  00 

u  Mike  Madden. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Hughes ..... 

2 

2  00 

“  Edward  Cox . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Williams . 

2 

2  00 

“  Andrew  Grillon . 

2 

2  00 

“  Wm.  Sargent....... 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Donohoe.... 

2 

2  00 

‘‘  Thomas  Mitchell. .. . 

2 

2  00 

“  Martin  Crennon . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Madden ....... 

2 

2  00 

“  Dennis  Turner . 

2 

2  00 

“  Patrick  Brady . 

2 

2  00 

“  James  Duffy . 

.  2 

2  00 

“  Thomas  Martin . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Hall . 

2 

2  00 

Xi  John  Donley . . 

2 

2  00 

“  John  Conner . 

1 

1  00 

“  James  Conner . 

1 

1  00 

“  Thomas  Farrell . 

1 

1  00 

“  John  English . 

1 

1  00 

“  Morgan  Marrow.... 

1 

1  00 

“  John  Callahan . 

1 

1  00 

“  Timothy  Sweeny. .. . 

1 

1  00 

“  William  Farrell . 

2 

2  00 

u  James  Donley . 

2 

2  00 

u  Wm.  Horan . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward. . . . . 

..$197  50 

$5,855  75 


$5,855  75 
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Brought  forward . 

.$197  50 

M’ch  5 

,  James  Roan . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Hugh  Bream . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Mike  McGowan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Patrick  Stafford. . . . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Owen  McQuade . 

2 

2  00 

u 

James  Cavanagh.. .. 

2 

2  00 

“ 

John  Hennessey . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Patrick  Devlin . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Heady . 

.2 

2  00 

“ 

Martin  Helin . . 

2 

2  00 

<< 

Patrick  Cunningham. 

2 

2  00 

a 

John  O’Donnell . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Patrick  Brennon. . . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Thomas  Rooney . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Wm.  Moor . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Bryan  McGown. .... 

2 

2  00 

« 

Thomas  Donlan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Judson. . . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Timothy  Harnet . 

2 

2  00 

“ 

Mike  Wirnbs . 

2 

2  00 

u 

Peter  McBride . 

3 

3  00 

u 

Patrick  Kivlan . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  P.  Florence. .  .* 

1 

1  00 

« 

Martin  Gorman . 

2 

2  00 

« 

James  Howard . 

2 

2  00 

John  Dwyer . . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Aaron  Monk  . . . 

2 

2  00 

it 

Bernard  Lough . 

2 

2  00 

« 

Daniel  Halloran. . . . 

2 

2  00 

Peter  Davis . 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward . 

$257  50 

$8,855  75 


$5,855  75 
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Brought  forward  . . . . 
M’ch  5,  Daniel  McCormick. . 

M'ck  7,  Samuel  Conover  .... 
“  James  Dowdican. . . . 

“  John  Gleason . 

“  David  Walker . 

“  James  Larkin . 

“  Martin  Mars . 

“  Daniel  O’Connell... 
“  Dennis  Me  Mann  . . . . 

“  Mike  McGowan . 

“  John  Hargrove . 

“  James  Hanberry.... 

“  Thomas  Donlin . 

•  “  Matthew  Tobin . 

“  Patrick  Foley . 

“  Charles  Harker . 

“  John  McMann . 

“  Thomas  Thornton. . . 
“  Bernard  Sweeny  .... 

“  John  Keenan . . 

u  Owen  High . 

“  Patrick  Hickey.  ... 

“  Philip  Thornton . 

“  Brian  McGown . 

John  Martin . 

“  John  O’Loughlin. . . . 

“  John  Redington . 

“  James  King . 

“  Thomas  Walker . 


$257  50 

$5,855  75 

2 

2  00 

— 

— 

$259  50 

2 

2  00 

4 

4  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

o 

o 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

Carried  forward, 


$58  00  $6,115  25 
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Brought  forward . 

M’ch  7,  Andrew  Feeny . 

“  Thomas  Riley . 

“  Timothy  Ganett . 

“  Win.  Sargent . 

“  Wm.  Moore . . 

“  James  Cline. . .’ . 

“  Thomas  Mitchell  . . . 

“  Richard  Waters . 

“  Richard  Concklin... 

“  James  Donnelly . 

“  Michael  Wimbs . 

“  Andrew  Gillon . 

“  Patrick  McAdam .... 
u  Hugh  Gilmartin. . . . 

“  James  Hogan . 

“  John  Foley . 

u  John  Donnelly . 

“  Darbey  Dooley . 

“  Michael  Mulligan... 

“  Wm.  Sembler . 

“  James  Darkin...... 

u  Patrick  Kivelan . 

41  Daniel  Donovan . 

“  Thomas  Rooney . 

41  Wm.  Joyce . 

11  Michael  Cochran. . . . 

Total . 


.$58  00 

$6,115  25 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00- 

-  $100  00 

$6,225  25 


Total  number  of  men .  3,128 

“  days’  work.. ...... .6,225  J 

“  “  dollars . 6,225  25 
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No.  2. 


MBN  EMPLOYED  AS  FOREMEN,  AT  TWO  DOLLARS  PER  DAY. 


DAYS. 


Jan.  27,  John  C.  Tompkins. . 

9 

$18 

00 

“  Peter  Marron . 

8 

16 

00 

“  James  P.  Florence. . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Wm.  G.  Egbert . 

5 

10 

00 

“  Peter  B.  Warts . 

6 

12 

00 

i(  Daniel  T.  Henry. .. . 

4 

8 

00 

“  Peter  Dailey . 

6 

12 

00 

“  George  McKinley . . . 

8 

16 

00 

“  E.  A.  Purdy . 

9 

18 

00 

“  James  L.  Yan  Wart 

5j 

11 

00 

“  Wm.  Ackerman. ... 

5s 

11 

00 

Feb.  3,  Peter  B.  Warts . 

6 

12 

00 

“  John  C.  Tompkins.. 

6 

12 

00 

“  Peter  Marron . 

6 

12 

00 

“  George  McKinley. «. 

6 

12 

00 

“  Wm.  G.  Egbert.. . . . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Edward  W orden .... 

3 1 

7 

00 

“  E.  W.  Stymers . 

3 1 

7 

00 

“  Charles  Smith . 

i 

1 

00 

“  Daniel  D.  Henly. . . . 

2 

4 

00 

“  E.  A.  Purdy... . 

6 

12 

00 

Feb.  10,  Wm.  G.  Egbert . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Peter  B.  Warts . 

6 

12 

00 

“  George  McKinley . . . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Edward  W.  Stymers 

6 

12 

00 

“  John  C.  Tompkins  . . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Peter  Marron . 

6 

12 

00 

Carried  forward . 

$72 

00 

$144  00 


$91  00 


1285  00 


Ill 


Brought  forward. 

Feb.10,  Edgar  A.  Purdy - 

“  Edward  Worden, . . . 
Charles  Smith . 

Feb.  17,  George  McKinley. . . 

“  Peter  B.  Warts . 

“  Wm.  G.  Egbert . 

“  Peter  Marron . 

“  John  C.  Tompkins.. 
“  Edward  Worden. .. . 
“  Edward  W.  Stymers. 

“  Charles  Smith . 

“  Edgar  A.  Purdy. . . . 

Feb. 24,  Peter  B.  Warts . 

“  John  C.  Tompkins.. 

“  Wm.  G.  Egbert . 

“  Peter  Marron . 

“  George  McKinley . . . 
“  Edward  Worden.... 
“  Edward  W.  Stymers 

“  Charles  Smith . 

“  Edgar  A.  Purdy.... 

M;ch  3,  Wm.  G.  Egbert . 

“  Peter  B.  Warts . 

“  Peter  Marron . 

.“  Charles  Smith . 

“  •  George  McKinley . . . 
“  James  P.  Florence.. 
Carried  forward . . . 


(Doc.  No.  15* 

. $72  00  $235  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

_  -  $108  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 . 

6  12  00 

- - $118  00 

6  12  00 

<o  12  00 

6  12  00 

*6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

'6  12  00 

— - $108  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

6  12  00 

2  ‘  4  00 

.  $64  00  $559  00 


Doc.  No.  15.) 


112 


Brought  forward . 

$64 

00 

M'ch  3,  Edward  Worden. . . . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Edward  W.  Stymers 

6 

12 

00 

“  John  C.  Tompkins.. . 

6 

12 

00 

“  Edgar  A.  Purdy  ... . 

6 

12 

00 

M’ch  7,  Edward  Worden.. . . 

2 

4 

00 

“  Charles  Smith . 

21 

5 

00 

“  George  McKinley.. . 

h 

1 

00 

“  Peter  B.  Warts . 

h 

1 

00 

Total 


$556  00 


$112  00 


$11  00 
$682  00 


Number  of  foremen. . . . .  62 

“  days'  services ......  . . .  .  341 

“  dollar* . 682 
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No.  ,3. 


Dr. 


Cash  Account. 


Cr. 


24, 


To  am’t  paid  laborers 


To  am’t  paid  foremen 
To  am’t  paid  laborers 


To  am’t  paid  foremen 
To  am’t  paid  laborers 

To  am’t  paid  Ibremen 


1855. 

s  $48  75 

211  75 

206  00 

213  00 

135  00 

225  00 

i  144  00 

3  195  00 

Jan.  29, 

189  00 

Feb.  4, 

152  50 

“  13, 

187  00 

“  15, 

214  00 

“  16, 

i  91  00 

“  17. 

i  230  50 

“  21, 

167  50 

“  24, 

191  00 

“  28, 

i  108  00 

M’ch  2, 

i  153  00 

“  5, 

222  00 

“  12. 

224  50 

“  2e; 

208  50 

108  00 

:  210  00 

220  00 

212  50 

266  00 

252  00 

108  00 

240  00 

230  50 

252  00 

292  50 

306  25 

112  00 

259  50 

110  00 

11  00 

($6,907  23 

By  Compt’rs  warrant 


By  1  Compt.  warrant 

By  2  Compt.  warrant 

By  1  Compt.  war 
By  2  Compt.  war 


By  1  Compt.  warrant 


$50  00 
100. 00 
100  00 
250  00 
250  00 
200  00 
200  00 
250  00 
1000  00 
250  00 
250  00 
500  00 
500  00 
250  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
450  00 
307  25 


$6,907  25 


8 
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City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — On  this  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  March,  1855,  came  before  me,  Elijah  H.  Purdy, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  who,  having  been  duly 
sworn,  did  depose — that  the  within  statement  is  correct; 
that  the  moneys  charged  therein  have  been  paid  by  depo¬ 
nent  to  the  different  named  individuals,  on  work  done  in 
removing  the  ruins  of  the  new  City  Hall,  and  that  the 
balance  therein  stated  is  justly  due  deponent. 

ELIJAH  H.  PURDY, 
Superintendent  of  Repairs. 

-Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  March,  a.d.,  1855, ) 

Augustus  Purdy, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


DOCUMENT  No.  16. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  29,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Streets  and  Lamps,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  relative  to  the  contract  for  lighting  the 
public  lamps  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  <fcc.,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Office  Commissioner  Streets  and  Lamps,  ) 
March  29,  1855.  j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  your  Honorable  Body,  March  26, 1855: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Board,  a  copy  of  the  contract 
entered  into  with  the  New  York  Gaslight  Company,  for 
the  lighting  of  the  lower  part  of  the  city;  also,  whether 
the  said  contract  has  not  expired,  and  if  so,  on  what  terms 
the  said  company  is  now  lighting  the  public  buildings  and 
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street  lamps,  with  such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  advis¬ 
able,  in  reference  to  the  future  lighting  of  the  streets  in 
the  district  heretofore  lighted  by  the  New  York  Gaslight 
Company. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  contract  with  the 
New  York  Gaslight  Company,  which  expired  January  10, 
1855.  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Coun- 
cilmen,  on  that  day,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  find  annex¬ 
ed,  informing  them  of  the  expiration  of  said  contract,  and 
asking  for  instructions,  in  relation  to  a  new  contract  with 
the  -  company;  I  also  instructed  the  company  to  continue 
lighting,  until  further  directed,  at  the  same  rates  of  the 
contract  which  expired  January  10th,  1855,  which  instruc¬ 
tions  they  complied  with. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  appointing  the  lamplighters,  but  the  company  to  pay 
for  their  services,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  present  plan  i3 
defective,  viz.,  the  company  appointing  and  paying  all  the 
lighters.  These  men  should  be  appointed  by,  and  be  under 
the  sole  control  of  this  department;  at  present,  the  light¬ 
ers  are  perfectly  independent  of  the  department,  and  re¬ 
ceive  no  directions,  except  from  the  company.  I  would 
also  suggest,  that  the  company  be  enforced  to  provide  a 
plan  to  obviate  the  difficulties  labored  under,  during  the 
past  winter,  viz.,  the  lamps  not  burning  during  the  severe 
cold  weather. 

For  furnishing  gas  to  the  different  public  buildings,  the 
company  charge  the  same  rate  as  they  do  private  individ¬ 
uals,  viz.,  three  dollars  for  every  thousand  feet. 

Having  received  no  instructions  from  the  Common 
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Council,  in  relation  to  a  new  contract  with  the  company, 
they  are  now  lighting  the  public  lamps,  at  the  same  rate, 
as  before-mentioned. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
JOSEPH  E.  EBLING, 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps . 


New  York,  January  10, 1855. 

COPY  OF  COMMUNICATION  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  COUNCILMEN. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Councilmen: 

Gentlemen: — In  looking  over  the  contracts  in  my  office, 
I  find,  that  the  contract  made  between  the  city  and  New 
York  Gaslight  Company  expires  this  day,  said  contract 
being  made  for  one  year,  from  January  10th,  1854.  As  it 
is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  our  citizens,  I  respect¬ 
fully  ask  to  be  instructed  for  what  term  of  years  I  shall 
advertise  for  proposals.  I  have  instructed  the  company 
to  continue  lighting,  until  further  directed,  at  the  same 
rates  of  the  contract  which  expires  this  day. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  EBLING, 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps. 


Copy  of  Contract 

With  the  New  York  Gaslight  Company ,  which  expired  Jan¬ 
uary  10th,  1855. 

This  indenture,  made  the  tenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  by  and  between  the 
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Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  per  Henry  Arcu* 
larius,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  of  the 
first  part,  and  the  New  York  Gaslight  Company  of  the 
second  part,  witnesseth,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  for,  and  in  consideration  of  the  covenants,  articles 
and  agreements  hereinafter  mentioned  on  the  part  of  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  to  be 
observed,  performed,  and  kept,  do  hereby  grant  and  de¬ 
mise  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
successors,  the  use  and  privilege  of  laying  or  placiug, 
under  ground,  gas  mains  in  all  the  public  streets  of  the 
city,  laying  and  being  south  of  a  line  commencing  at  the 
East  river,  at  the  foot  of  Grand  street,  and  running 
through  Grand  street  to  Sullivan  street;  and  through  Sul¬ 
livan  street  to  Canal  street;  and  through  Canal  street  to 
the  North  or  Hudson  river,  as  now  supplied  by  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  for  conducting  gas  for  lighting 
the  public  lamps  in  the  streets,  and  parts  of  streets,  south 
of  said  line,  and  the  houses  and  buildings  fronting,  or  to 
front,  on,  or  bounded  by,  or  adjacent  to  the  streets,  or 
parts  of  streets  south  of  the  said  line,  to  have,  hold  and 
enjoy  the  same  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
and  their  successors,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these 
presents,  for,  and  during,  and  until  the  tenth  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five;  provided  always, 
and  these  presents  are  upon  this  express  condition,  that 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors 
shall,  and  will  do,  in  all  things,  well  and  sufficiently  keep, 
perform  and  observe,  all  and  singular,  the  covenants,  arti¬ 
cles,  agreements,  provisions  and  stipulations  on  their  part 
to  be  kept,  performed  and  observed,  as  hereinafter  speci¬ 
fied.  That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  have  the 


right  to  order  the  pipes,  called  the  mains  of  the  company, 
to  be  extended  in  and  along  the  streets,  avenues  and  pub¬ 
lic  places  in  the  said  city,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  com¬ 
mencing  and  continuing  through  each  street,  in  succession; 
also,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  fit  up 
and  light  all  the  public  lamps' required  by  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  whenever  the  mains  of  the  company  are,  or  shall 
be  laid  within  the  district  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said 
lamps  shall  be  so  lighted,  during  such  times  as  the  public 
lamps  throughout  the  city  of  New  York  are  required  to 
be  lighted,  by  the  regulations  of  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part;  and  that  all  such  public  lamps,  situated  within 
the  district  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  required  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  so  supplied  and  lighted  by 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  at  the  yearly  rate  of 
fifteen  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents  for  each  lamp,  for  the 
light,  and  for  lighting,  cleaning  and  extinguishing  the 
same;  also,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  may  di¬ 
rect  and  require,  by  notice  to  that  effect,  that  all,  or  any 
portion  of  said  public  lamps  shall  be  lighted  and  kept 
burning,  at  any  other  time  or  times  during  the  continuance 
of  this  contract;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
shall  light  *  the  same,  and  continue  them  burning,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  any  and  every  direction  of  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part,  or  their  proper  agent  or  agents  to  that 
effect. 

Provided,  that  if  in  compliance  with  the  directions  of 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  whole  number  of 
hours  during  which  the  said  lamps,  or  a  portion  of  them, 
are  kept  burning  in  any  year,  shall  exceed  the  average 
number  of  hours  during  which  the  public  lamps  of  the 
city  have  been  kept  burning  heretofore,  prior  to  the  date 
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of  thij  contract,  (which  the  parties  hereto  estimate  to  be, 
and  fix  at  two  thousand  three  hundred  hours,)  then,  in  that 
case  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shalLbe  entitled 
to  claim,  and  receive  for  such  additional  number  of  hours, 
during  which  the  public  lamps  or  portion  of  them  in  the 
district  aforesaid,  are  kept  burning,  in  accordance  with 
such  directions  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  an 
equivalent  to  a  pro-ratio  increase  of  the  compensation 
hereinbefore  allowed  proportioned  to  the  increased  number 
of  hours,  beyond  the  said  average  number.  The  burners 
in  the  public  lamps  shall  be  equal  to  those  now  used,  equal 
to  an  average  consumption,  of  three  cubic  feet  per  hour. 
And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  part  shall  furnish,  at  their  own  expense,  the  necessary 
conductors,  of  metal,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  the  lamp- 
posts,  of  such  public  lamps,  as  may  be  required  to  supply 
with  gas,  and  light,  as  aforesaid.  The  parties  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  part  shall  fit  up  the  said  public  lamps,  and  shall  re¬ 
ceive,  as  a  compensation  therefor,  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
J^or  each  lamp  so  fitted  up.  It  is  agreed,  however,  that  the 
costs  of  the  posts,  lanterns,  lamps  and  repairs  shall  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part;  and  it  is 
further  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
shall. have  the  right  to  lay  pipe,  at  any  time,  within  the 
said  district,  upon  giving  twenty-four  hours  notice  to  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  of  their  intention  to  open 
any  street,  avenue  dr  public  place,  or  part  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  or  repairing  the  pipes  to  conduct  the 
said  gas;  and  that  they  will  replace  the  earth  which  they 
may  remove,  in  so  doing,  before  sunset,  of  the  day  in 
which  such  opening  shall  be  made;  and  that  they  will  re¬ 
place  the  pavement,  and  reface  and  repair  the  same,  in 
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such  reasonable  time  as  the  Commissioner  may  direct,  and 
in  a  good  substantial  manner.  And  it  is  further  agreed, 
that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall,  and  will  so 
conduct  the  manufactory  or  manufactories  of  gas,  as  not 
to  create  a  nuisance;  and  that  they  will,  in  all  things,  be 
governed  by  such  reasonable  and  necessary  rules  and  reg¬ 
ulations  as  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  suc¬ 
cessors  may,  from  time  to  time  pass,  ordain  and  establish, 
relative  to  the  opening  of  such^  streets,  avenues,  or  public 
places,  or  parts  thereof,  and  laying  down  the  pipes  and 
conductors  aforesaid. 

And  it  hereby  expressly  provided,  that  nothing  herein 
contained,  shall  be  construed,  or  deemed  as  granting  to 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  any  sole  or  exclusive 
right  or  privilege,  or  as  preventing  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part,  from  granting  the  like  privileges  as  are  hereby 
given  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  any  other 
company,  persons,  or  parties  whatsoever,  or  as  preventing 
any  person  or  persons  residing  in  or  adjacent,  or  near  to 
any  of  the  said  streets,  avenues,  or  public  places  or  parts 
thereof,  lying  south  of  the  line  hereinbefore  first  mention¬ 
ed,  from  erecting,  in  or  upon  his  or  their  own  premises, 
any  building  or  apparatus,  to  light  with  gas  his  or  their 
own  house,  store,  or  manufactory,  or  premises. 

And  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  by,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  that  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  and  their  successors,  shall  and  will 
pass  all  needful  ordinances  which  shall  be  necessary  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  interests  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
and  which  of  right  ought  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose: 

And  it  is  further  provided,  and  these  presents  are  upon 
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the  express  condition,  that  if  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  or  their  successors,  shall  not  well  and  truly  observe, 
perform  and  fulfill,  and  keep  all  and  singular  the  cove¬ 
nants  and  conditions  hereinbefore  mentioned,  on  their  part 
and  behalf  to  be  observed,  performed,  fulfilled  and  kept 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  pre¬ 
sents,  then,  and  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  by  a  resolution  or  order, 
to  be  passed  in  Common  Council,  to  annul  and  vacate  this 
grant,  and  thereupon  the  premises,  hereby  demised,  shall 
be  revested  in  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their 
successors,  as  fully  and  completely  as  if  this  indenture  had 
never  been  executed. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents  have 
hereunto  set  their  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written. 

HENRY  ARCULARIUS,  Jr., 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps. 
WILLIAM  W.  FOX, 

President  New  York  Gaslight  Company . 


DOCUMENT  No.  17. 


BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  12,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  in  answer  a  to  resolution  request¬ 
ing  tiis  opinion  on  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  com¬ 
plement  of  men  allowed  to  hose  companies,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


To  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

Gentlemen: — A  copy  of  the  following  resolution,  adopt 
ed  by  your  Honorable  Body,  has  been  furnished  me  by 
D.  T.  Valentine,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  your  Board: 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  report  to  this  Board 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  expedient  for  the 
Common  Council  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  allowed  to 
hose  companies,  and  if  so  tc  ohat  number.” 
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la  reply  to  this,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
following  extract  from  a  communication  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1854,  the  same  being  an  answer  to  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  inquiry,  calling  on  the  Chief  Engineer  for  informa¬ 
tion  and  suggestions  relative  to  the  Fire  Department. 

“  It  will  be  perceived,  that  this  allotment  of  men  is  out 
of  all  proportion,  the  first-class,  Philadelphia  engine,  hav¬ 
ing  ten  men  less  than  the  second-class  engines  of  the  same 
style.  This  has  been  done  by  means  of  special  resolutions, 
granting  additional  men  to  the  companies  so  favored,  not 
only  in  these  districts,  but  also  in  other  parts  of  the  city — 
thus  giving  one  company  an  undue  advantage  over  others 
in  the  vicinity. 

“  On  the  16th  October,  1852,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Common  Council,  as  follows:  (previous  to  which 
hook  and  ladder  cmopanies  were  allowed  thirty  men,  and 
all  second-class  engines  fifty  men.) 

“  Resolved,  That  hook  and  ladder  companies  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  allowed  forty  men,  and  all  engine  com¬ 
panies,  having  the  second-class  Philadelphia  engines  in  use, 
to  increase  to  sixty  men;  and  that  the  Chief  Engineer  ac¬ 
cept  the  returns  from  such  companies  accordingly. 

“  Subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  others 
have  been  adopted,  by  which,  as  above  stated,  there  is  no 
regularity  on  the  subject  of  the  complement  of  men  to  the 
different  class  engines.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
adoption  of  an  ordinance,  fixing  the  number  of  men  as 
follows: 

First-class  engines,  (9  inch  cylinder  and  upward)  60  men. 
Second  “  (8  “  under  9)  50  “ 
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Third  class  engines  (all  under  8  inches) .  40  men. 

Hose  companies . . . . 25  “ 

Hook  and  ladder  companies .  40  “ 

Hydrant  companies,  (if  any) .  10  “ 


“  By  the  adoption  of  this,  and  directing  the  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  to  receive  no  returns  of  new  members  in  place  of 
resignations  for  companies  intended  to  be  reduced,  until 
the  number  shall  comport  with  the  ordinance,  or  what 
would  be  still  more  preferable,  to  transfer  the  number 
above  the  complement,  th^it  may  be  in  any  company,  to  such 
other  companies  as  they' may  designate,  (giving  them  a 
reasonable  time  to  do  so,)  those  who  refuse  to  so  designate 
a  company  to  which  they  wish  to  be  transferred,  to  be  re¬ 
moved  from  the  department,  taking  those  last  appointed 
in  the  company,  the  department  would  become  equalized 
more  effectually,  and  first-class  engines  become  more  pop¬ 
ular  from  the  number  of  men  allowed. 

After  mature  deliberation,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the 
length  of  time  that  elapsed  between  the  action  of  the  two 
Boards,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Council- 
men,  September  20,  1854,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  November  10, 1854,  as  follows: 

Resolved ,  That  the  complement  of  men  allowed  to  the 
different  engine,  hose  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall 
be  as  follows: 

Eirst  class  engine  companies . 60  men. 


Second  “  “  . . 50  “ 

Third  “  “  . 40  “ 

Hose  “  . 25  “ 

Hook  and  ladder  “  . . 40  ‘‘ 
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Hydrant  companies  to  remain  as  they  now  arc;  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  not  to  receive  any  more 
returns  of  members  elected  in  the  various  fire  companies 
until  the  membership  of  each  conforms  to  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  standard. 

This  apportionment,  it  will  bo  perceived,  is  precisely 
the  same  as  the  one  recommended  by  me,  except  as  regards 
hydrant  companies;  and  the  present  Common  Council 
have  agreed  to  dispense  with  them  altogether;  by  this 
action  the  several  companies  were  equalized  as  regards 
the  number  of  men  allowed  throughout  the  department. 
I  consider  this  apportionment  correct,  and  that  it  cannot 
be  deviated  from  without  detriment  to  the  department. 

I  regret,  therefore,  that  a  deviation  has  already  taken 
place,  even  before  the  only-companies,  who  had  more  than 
the  apportionment  allowed,  had  been  reduced  to  the  num¬ 
ber  directed,  and  that  the  first  company  to  receive  an  ad¬ 
ditional  number  to  the  usual  complement,  is  again  in  the 
same  position,  by  the  adoption  of  the  following,  some  two 
weeks  since: 

“  On  motion,  That  the  petition  of  Enoch  Smith,  fore¬ 
man,  and  Charles  A.  Gray,  secretary,  of  engine  company 
No.  14,  that  said  company  be  allowed  ten  additional  men, 
which  was  granted.” 

I  also  perceive,  subsequently,  by  the  published  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that  a  resolution  has  been 
adopted  to  increase  the  complement  allowed  to  engine 
CDmpany  No  6,  notwithstanding  a  remonstrance,  from  the 
Chief  Engineer,  was  at  that  time  lying  on  the  President’s 
desk. 
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In  order  to  place  the  matter  fairly  before  your  Honor¬ 
able  Body  I  herewith  transmit  a  full  statement  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  in  each  company,  on  the  first  of  March,  1855: 

FIRST  CLASS  ENGINE  COMPANIES: 

MEN.  MEN. 

No.  9 . 32  No.  23 . 21 

“15 . .....39  “  38 . 45 

Making  a  total  of  137  men;  being  an  average  of  thirty- 
four  to  each  company. 


SECOND  CLASS  ENGINE  COMPANIES. 


MEN. 

No.  1 . 

. 29 

“  2 . 

“  4 . 

. 45 

“  6 . 

. 63 

“  7 . 

“  8 . 

. 39 

“  11 . 

. 46 

“14 . 

. 53 

“19 . 

. 30 

“21 . 

. . 41 

“22 . 

. 27 

“24 . 

. 41 

“26 . 

. 41 

“27 . 

MEN. 


No.  28 . 28 

“  29 . 49 

“  34 . 41 

“  36 . 16 

“  37 . 12 

“39 . 31 

“  41 . 50 

“42 . 31 

“45 . 21 

“  46 . 25 

“  48 . 16 

“  49 . 20 

“50 . 19 


Total..  ..977 


Averaging  thirty-six  to  each  company. 


Doc.  No.  IT.) 


6 


THIRD  CLASS  ENGINE  COMPANIES. 


MEN. 

MEN. 

No.  3 . 

. 35 

No.  25.... 

. 18 

“  5 . 

. 32 

“  32.... 

“  10 . 

. 24 

“  35.... 

“  12 . . 

. 14 

“  40..  .. 

“  13 . 

“  43.... 

“  IT . 

“  51.... 

“20 . 

. 32 

Total - 358 

Being  an  average  of  twenty-seven  to  each  company. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANIES. 


MEN. 

No.  1 . 24 

“  2 . 29 

w  3 . 18 

*  4 . 15 

“  5 . 22 

“  6.. . 28 

“  7. . 14 


Averaging  twenty-two  to  a 


MEN. 


No.  8 . 22 

“  9 . 21 

“10 . 29 

“  11 . 16 

“12 . 20 

“  13 . 38 

“14 . 22 


Total....  318 

company. 


HOSE  COMPANIES. 


MEN. 


No.  1.. . 23 

“  2 . IT 


MEN. 


No.  31 . .  .13 

32 . 15 


Io.  4 . 

MEN. 

“  5 . . 

. ..24 

“  6 . 

“  7 . 

.  7 

“  8 . 

. . 12 

“  9 . . 

“10 . 

. 17 

“  11 . 

. 14 

“  12 - 

... . 13 

“  13 . 

. 18 

“14 . 

. . 21 

“15 . 

“16 . 

. 23 

“17 . . 

“  18 . 

. 24 

“19 . 

“20 . 

. 11 

“  21 . 

“  22 . 

“  23 . 

“24 . 

. 22 

“25 - 

“26 . 

“27 . 

“28 . .' 

. 23 

“29 . 

“  30 . 
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MEN. 

No.  31 . 12 

“  35 . 17 

“  36 . 21 

“  37 . 18 

“  38.. . 21 

“  39 . ...19 

“40 . 22 

“  41 . ......18 

“42 . 21 

“43 . 18 

“44 . .18 

“  45 . ....13 

“46 . .16 

“  47. . ....21 

“  48........... . 17 

“49 . 21 

“50 . 13 

“51 . 15 

“  52. . ......19 

“53 . 22 

“54 . 25 

“55 . 19 

“56 . . 20 

“57 . 11 

“  60 . 25 


Total . . 1,060 


Being  an  average  of  eighteen  men  to  each  company. 

I  will  only  add,  that  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  men  allowed  to  hose  companies,  but, 
as  I  have  done  heretofore,  in  communications  to  your 
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Honorable  Body,  will  state  that  there  are  more  companies 
(both  engines  and  hose)  than  are  necessary,  and  although 
it  might  not  be  deemed  expedient  to  disband  any,  except 
for  cause,  no  new  one3  should  be  organized  for  some  time. 

There  is  only  a  certain  proportion  of  a  population  who 
are  willing  to  perform  the  arduous  duty  of  a  fireman  in  a 
city  like  ours,  where  fires  are  of  such  frequent  occurrence; 
consequently,  when  t'he  number  of  companies  is  increased 
beyond  the  proper  limit,  all  new  companies  must  be  form¬ 
ed  at  the  expense  of  the  older  ones,  and  the  cost  to  the 
city,  of  supporting  the  department,  unnecessarily  aug¬ 
mented. 

-  That  there  are  companies  entitled  to  no  more  than  fifty 
men;  and  who,  in  fact,  actually  have  considerable  less 
than  that  number,  that  perform  their  duties  quite  as  effi¬ 
ciently  as  those  with  the  largest  number,  is  a  fact,  I  pre¬ 
sume  that  will  not  bo  denied;  consequently,  I  cannot  see 
the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  engine  force  by  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  that  of  the  hose  companies,  which  would  appear  to 
be  the  object  in  view  in  making  the  inquiry,  when  taking 
in  consideration  the  recent  action  of  your  Honorable  Board 
increasing  the  engine  companies  above-named. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFRED  CARSON, 

Chief  Engineer . 


Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
April  2, 1855. 


DOCUMENT  No.  1  8  . 


BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN. 

APRIL  16,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cleaning  Streets, 
recommending  that  no  action  be  taken  by  this  Board,  on 
the  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Streets 
and  Lamps,  in  regard  to  the  street  cleaning  machines, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

I).  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


The  Committee  on  Cleaning  Streets,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red  the  annexed  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Streets  and  Lamps,  with  a  memorandum  or  agreement  re¬ 
lative  to  the  street  cleaning  contracts,  and  street  cleaning 
machines,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  have  given  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  due  attention  and  most  careful  consideration. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  matter,  your  Committee  find 
that  when  the  contractors  for  cleaning  the  streets  of  the 
First,  Second,  Fourth  and  Sixth  Wards,  failed  to  perform 
their  contracts  according  to  the  specifications,  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps  declared  said  contracts 
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forfeited,  and  proceeded  to  clean  the  streets  under  his 
own  supervision  and  control,  charging  the  expense  to  the 
contractors. 

And  while  doing  so,  the  Mayor,  Comptroller  and  the 
Commissioner,  on  the  81st  of  March,  entered  into  the  an¬ 
nexed  memorandum  or  agreement  with  Smith,  Sickel  & 
Co.,  the  proprietors  of  the  street  cleaning  machines,  giving 
them  permission  to  clean  the  streets  of  the  First,  Second, 
Fourth  and  Sixth  Wards,  for  three  months,  up  to  July  1, 
1855,  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  contractors 
for  these  wards;  the  said  Smith,  Sickel  &  Co.,  to  receive 
the  following  prices  for  their  labor,  which  includes  removal 
of  offal,  garbage,  &c: 


First  Ward . $2,950 

Second  “  1,500 

Fourth  “  1,750 

Sixth  li  . 2,250 

$8,450 


Being  the  contract  price  of  the  failing  contractors,  and 
to  be  charged  to  their  account. 

But  the  above  proceedings  did  not  seem  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  charter  and  the  ordi¬ 
nance,  and  they  therefore,  procured  the  opinion  of  the 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation  in  regard  to  it,  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  and  is  a  part  of  this  report. 

Your  Committee  then  consulted  the  Mayor,  and  he,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps, 
assured  them  that  in  making  said  memorandum  or  agree¬ 
ment,  he  had  no  intention  of  entering  into  any  absolute 
contract,  but  merely  wished  to  give  said  street  machines  a 
trial,  in  order  to  test  their  ability. 
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It  will  therefore  be  seen,  from  the  opinion  of  the  Coun¬ 
sel  to  the  Corporation,  that  the  whole  subject  rests  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  and 
his  duty  is  plain  and  explicit.  In  all  cases  where  he  does 
not  declare  the  contract  of  delinquent  contractors  forfeited, 
he  must  proceed  to  clean  the  streets  of  such  districts, 
charging  the  contractors  with  the  expense;  but  when  he 
notifies  a  contractor  that  his  contract  is  annulled,  it  is  then 
his  duty  to  advertise  immediately  for  proposals  and  enter 
into  a  new  contract  for  cleaning  the  streets,  for  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  the  failing  contractor,  and  to  sue  said  con¬ 
tractor  and  his  sureties  for  damages  under  the  original 
contract. 

The  contracts  for  cleaning  the  streets  of  the  First,  Se¬ 
cond,  Fourth  and  Sixth  Wards,  had  been  declared  forfeited 
by  the  Commissioner,  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  the  said  memorandum  or  agreement  is  not 
legal  under  the  amended  charter  and  the  ordinances,  and 
the  said  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor  had  no  authority  to 
make  the  same,  and  the  Commissioner,  instead  of  entering 
into  said  agreement,  should  have  advertised  for  proposals 
and  given  out  new  contracts. 

Your  Committee,  in  the  above  remarks,  do  not  wish  to 
be  construed  as  casting  the  slightest  reflection  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  on  the 
contrary,  they  think  that  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and 
especially,  for  the  thorough  and  prompt  manner  in  which 
the  streets  have  been  cleaned. 

Your  Committee  have  furnished  the  Commissioner  with 
a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
and  as  the  course  he  should  pursue  is  clearly  pointed  out, 
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your  Committee  recommend  that  this  Board  take  no  action 
in  the  premises. 

WM.  TUCKER,  )  Committee 

THOS.  CHRISTY,  V  on 

,  HENRY  HOFFMIRE, )  Cleaning  Streets. 


Office  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  ) 
No.  51  Chambers  street,  April  7, 1855.  j 

Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  your  note  of  6th  instant,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  state: 

That  in  case  the  contractors  for  cleaning  streets  make 
default,  and  their  contract  is  not  declared  to  be  forfeited, 
then  in  my  opinion,  it  is  entirely  competent  for  the  Super¬ 
intendent  or  the  Mayor  to  proceed  under  the  twelfth  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  contract  and  have  the  work  performed,  charg¬ 
ing  the  account  of  the  contractor  with  the  expense;  and 
that  their  proceedings  need  not  be  governed  by  the  amend¬ 
ed  charter  of  1858,  requiring  contracts  to  be  made  with  the 
lowest  bidder;  for  the  reason ,  that  the  amended  charter 
requires  work  done  for  the  Corporation  to  be  done  by  con¬ 
tract  by  the  lowest  bidder;  and  in  the  case  supposed,  the 
work  would  be  done,  not  for  the  Corporation,  but  for  the 
contractor ,  who,  with  his  sureties,  will  be  liable  for  any 
excess  paid  therefor,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  contract. 

But  in  case  the  contract  is  declared,  or  has  been  declared 
forfeited  under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  contract,  pro¬ 
ceedings  must  then  be  taken,  pursuant  to  the  amended 
charter  and  the  ordinance— because  it  is  so  specified  in 
the  contract.  In  that  case,  the  contractor  and  his  sureties 
will  be  liable  for  the  excess,  as  before  stated. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  J.  DILLON. 


DOCUMENT  No.  19. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  16,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  New 
City  Hall,  in  favor  of  erecting  the  same  on  Madison 
square,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Mayor's  message  as  relates  to  the  building  of  a  new 
City  Hall,  together  with  numerous  petitions,  asking  that 
the  new  City  Hall  be  built  at  Madison  square,  and  a  re¬ 
monstrance  of  Goodhue  &  Go.,  and  others,  against  the 
same,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject  your  Committee 
have  regarded  not  only  the  present  wants  of  the  city, 
but  also  its  prospective  greatness  and  requirements!  . 

The  fact  that  a  new  City  Hall  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  have  the  public  business  conducted  properly,  is 
admitted  by  all,  and  the  conceded  point  of  difference  is, 
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whether  it  shall  be  built  in  the  Park,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  alms-house  building,  or  at  Madison  square. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  matter  with  great 
attention,  and  they  cannot  see  any  advantage  that  will 
result  from  placing  the  new  building  in  the  Park.  Busi¬ 
ness  is  rapidly  advancing  up  town,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  if  the  new  hall  is  erected  on  Madison 
square  for  the  express  accommodation  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  city  government,  such  a  location  being  more  central, 
will  necessarily  be  more  convenient  and  greatly  facilitate 
the  transaction  of  public  affairs. 

Mercantile  interests  have  been  confined  too  long  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  city.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  that 
canal  boats  should  be  compelled  to  go  around  the  Battery 
and  be  crowded  in  a  small  space  on  the  East  river,  when, 
by  building  the  new  City  Hall  at  Madison  square,  these 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  would  be  obviated,  as  our 
shipping  would  then  gradually  extend  itself  up  the  North 
river,  where  there  is  every  accommodation  and  con¬ 
venience.  And  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  so  many 
of  our  business  men  reside  in  Brooklyn  is  the  narrow 
limits  within  which  our  business  is  comprised.  New 
Yorkers  should  consider  this,  and  reflect  that  by  encour¬ 
aging  commercial  interests  to  advance  further  toward  the 
central  part  of  the  city,  merchants  and  others,  now  residing 
in  Brooklyn  and  doing  business  here,  will  be  induced  to 
live  on  this  island,  in  order  to  be  more  convenient  to  their 
business  and  stores.  The  receipt  of  taxes  from  such  per¬ 
sons  would  be  no  small  item  in  the  account. 

As  to  the  idea  that  Brooklyn  will  some  day  become  a 
part  of  New  York  city,  your  Committee  think  that  the 
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chances  of  such  a  misfortune  are  very  remote.  The  great 
amount  of  “  log-rolling,”  bargaining,  and  vote-selling  that 
would  ensue  from  such  a  union,  will,  it  is  believed,  forever 
prevent  its  consummation.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  “  com¬ 
mon  rumor,”  this  city  is  already  cursed  sufficiently  in  this 
respect,  without  desiring  any  further  transactions  of  a  like 
character,  especially  on  a  larger  scale,  of  which  this  union 
would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

From  an  examination  of  the  records  and  documents  of 
the  Common  Council,  your  Committee  found  that  about 
the  year  1847,  owners  of  property  in  the  neighborhood 
petitioned  the  Common  Council  to  make  application  to  the 
legislature  to  confirm  to  the  Corporation  the  right  to  oc¬ 
cupy  Madison  square,  -when  completed,  with  public 
buildings;  and  the  Committee  on  Laws  of  the  Board  of 
Alderman,  consisting  of  Livingston  Livingston  and  Leon¬ 
ard  Johnston,  Esqs.,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
among  other  things,  make  use  of  the  following  language 
in  a  report  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
viz  : 

“  There  is  no  objection  made  by  the  petitioners  that  the 
square,  when  completed,  shall  be  used  for  public  purposes; 
and  the  Corporation  will  not  be,  losers,  for  it  cannot  be 
long  before  the  ground  will  be  wanted  for  public  build¬ 
ings,  and  it  is  the  only  ground,  owned  by  the  Corporation, 
suitable  for  that  purpose,  south  of  Forty-second  street. 

“  Should  the  city  continue  to  increase  with  the  same 
rapidity  as  heretofore,  (and  there  is  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  its  increase  will  be  even  more  rapid,)  it  will  be 
but  a  few  years  before  our  citizens  will  demand  that  a 
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more  central  location  be  chosen  for  the  City  Hall  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  none  better  can  be  found,  or  more 
central  than  Madison  square.” 

This  seems  to  your  Committee  to  be  very  appropriate 
and  peculiarly  significant,  and  shows  clearly  that  among 
men  of  liberal  and  extended  views,  the  placing  of  the  City 
Hall  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city,  was  even  then  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  natural  consequence  of  our  unparalleled 
increase  in  population. 

Like  all  other  improvements  and  innovations  on  old 
habits  and  customs,  the  project  of  locating  the  new  City 
Hall  at  Madison  square,  met  with  derisive  opposition  at 
■first,  but  your  Committee  are  confident  that  when  its  ad¬ 
vantages  are  thoroughly  comprehended,  those  who  now 
oppose  it,  will  be  found  its  warmest  advocates.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  your  Committee  need  only  refer  to  the  fact 
that  when  this  subject  was  first  agitated,  its  opponents 
considered  it  so  impossible  and  absurd  that  they  took  very 
little,  if  any  trouble,  to  convince  the  public  of  its  imprac- 
tibility;  but  now  public  opinion  is  so  strong  in  its  favor, 
they  are  obliged  to  use  all  their  exertions  to  maintain 
their  position. 

And  again,  among  the  reasons  urged  by  those  who  ad¬ 
vocate  the  building  of  the  New  Hall  in  the  Park,  is  this, 
that  it  will  then  be  in  the  very  centre  of  our  commerce  and 
business.  This  your  Committee  admit,  is  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent  the  fact,  and  so  long  as  our  public  buildings  and  in¬ 
stitutions  are  confined  to  this  particular  locality,  so  long 
will  our  commerce  be  restricted  to  its  present  narrow 
limits,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  our  citizens. 
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Locate  your  public  buildings  up  town,  and  your  com¬ 
merce  will  keep  them  company.  The  people  are  in  favor 
of  a  more  expansive  and  generous  policy  in  the  locating 
of  our  public  buildings,  and  the  making  of  all  other  im¬ 
provements;  and,  as  is  well  known,  “  progress”  is  the  motto 
of  the  age. 

By  reference  to  Valentine’s  Manual  of  the  Common 
Council  for  1854,  your  Committee  would  state,  that  in 
1803,  when  the  corner  stone  of  the  present  City  Hall  was 
laid,  our* city  contained  only  about  sixty  thousand  inhabit¬ 
ants,  and  when  the  building  was  finished,  in  1812,  the 
number  had  increased  to  barely  one  hundred  thousand; 
now  the  population  is  estimated  to  be  nearly  seven  hun¬ 
dred  thousand,  and  the  proportionate  increase  is  daily 
growing  greater. 

There  will  also  be  found  in  the  Manual  for  1854,  a 
a  curious  calculation  from  a  document  published  in  the 
year  1805,  prepared  by  one  of  t}ie  most  accurate  and  reli¬ 
able  political  economists  of  that  day,  which  from  the  re¬ 
markable  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  confirmed, 
and  as  illustrative  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  city; 
your  Committee  feel  justified  in  partially  appending; 
after  stating  the  probable  population  for  every  five  years, 
from  1805  to  1850,  with  singular  accuracy,  it  continues 
as  follows: — 


Population. 

1855 .  705,650 

1860 .  882,062 

1865 . 1,103,577 

1870 . 1,378,221 

1875 . 1,722,776 
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1880 .  2,158,470 

1885 .  2,691,837 

1890 . ...  3,364,796 

1895 .  4,205,995 

1900 .  5,257,493 


In  view  of  the  surprising  correctness  of  the  first  part  of 
this  calculation,  from  1805  to  the  year  1855,  as  established 
by  succeeding  events,  it  would  seem  to  your  Committee 
to  be  obligatory  upon  the  Corporation  to  establish  our 
public  institutions  nearer  the  centre  of  the  city#,  in  order 
to  keep  pace  with  those  wants  which  its  use  and  advance¬ 
ment  so  imperatively  demand. 

Your  Committee  have  fully  examined  and  discussed  this 
question;  they  have  compared  the  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  of  the  measure  they  advocate,  in  respect  to 
public  and  private  convenience  and  benefit,  with  a  view 
to  have  the  merits  of  the  whole  subject  clearly  before 
them,  and  thoroughly  understood,  and  they  cannot  per¬ 
ceive  the  advantages  claimed  by  the  other  side,  that  will 
accrue  from  extending  the  present  City  Hall,  or  erecting 
a  new  one  on  Chambers  street. 

Your  Committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  a  fact  connected  with  this  subject,  that  has  been 
generally  overlooked.  It  has  been  frequently  asserted 
that  “  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived,”  for  moving  the  City 
Hall  further  up  town,  but  that  it  will  be  necessary  in  ten 
or  fifteen  years.  But  the  same  opportunity  to  locate  the 
hall  at  Madison  square,  may  not  occur  again  within  fifty 
or  a  hundred  years.  The  late  new  City  Hall  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire,  and  nothing  now  reminds  us  of  it  existence 
save  heaps  of  charred  brick  and  rubbish  that  disfigure  the 
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Park,  and  it  is  self-evident,  that  in  the  plans  for  the  con¬ 
templated  new  building,  ample  provision  will  be  made  for 
the  accommodation  of  all  our  public  officers,  for  many 
years  to  come.  Is  it  believed,  then,  that  in  fifteen,  or  even 
twenty-five  years,  with  a  building  in  the  Park  costing 
over  three  millions  of  dollars,  giving  us  more  than  suffi¬ 
cient  room  for  public  purposes,  that  the  city  would  go  to 
the  expense  of  erecting  a  City  Hall  on  Madison  square. 
Your  Committee  think  not,  and  even  if  they  were  satisfied 
that  some  fatality  would  attend  the  new  building,  and 
that  in  about  twenty  years  it  would,  in  some  unaccount¬ 
able  manner,  be  destroyed,  your  Committee  could  not 
look  with  favor  on  the  project  for  the  erection  in  the 
Park,  being  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  going  to  Madison  square,  and  that  delaying  the  re¬ 
moval  will  be  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  wishes  of  the 
community. 

♦ 

When  the  city  first  became  large  enough  for  its  inhabit¬ 
ants  to  consider  that  a  city  hall  was  necessary  to  its 
dignity,  the  same  opposition  comparatively,  that  we  have 
to  contend  with  now,  had  to  be  battled  with  and  over¬ 
come  then.  A  few  obstinate  “  old  fogies”  were  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  City  Hall  should  be  built  in  Broad  street, 
and  all  the  reasoning  of  the  enligtened  and  far  seeing 
men  of  that  day,  could  not  convince  them  of  their  error, 
although  they  succeeded  in  defeating  them. 

And  your  Committee  regret,  that  the  people  of  some  of 
the  lower  wards,  through  their  representatives,  consult¬ 
ing  their  own  selfish^  interests,  oppose  the  project,  and 
that  the  influence  of  old  habits  and  associations  have  so 
much  weight. in  this  progressive  age,  as  to  cause  those 
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representatives  to  endeavor  to  confine  our  public  buildings 
to  the  Park,  in  every  view  an  undesirable  and  incon¬ 
venient  location. 

In  advocating  this  measure,  your  Committee  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  favoring  the  removal  of  the  law 
courts  from  the  Park.  There  is  no  particular  necessity 
for  their  removal  at  the  present  time;  but  your  Committee 
have  studied  well  the  “  signs  of  the  times/’  and  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  people,  by  a  large  majority,  and  your 
Committee  as  their  exponents,  desire  that  all  our  public 
officers  shall  be  placed  in  one  building,  and  that  building 
be  located  in  Madison  square,  than  which  no  location  is 
better  suited  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  our  citizens, 
both  in  point  of  usefulness  and  convenience. 

Your  Committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  for  adop¬ 
tion  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  Madison  square  be,  and  the  same  is  here¬ 
by  selected  and  designated  as  the  site  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  City  Hall. 

PETER  P.  VOORHIS,  ?  Special  Committee  on 
ABRAM  WAKEMAN,  \  New  City  Hall 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  23,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  appointed 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  in  relation  to  the  birth 
place,  &c.,  of  the  police  force  of  this  city,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  George  W.  Matsell’s  report,  respecting  the  nativity, 
&c.,  of  policemen,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  Mr.  Matsell  appeared  before  them,  and  peremptorily 
refused  to  surrender  the  reports  which  he  had  received 
from  all  of  the  wards  of  the  city,  in  answer  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  .Aldermen,  adopted  February,  1855, 
as  to  the  nativity,  &c.,  of  policemen.  The  motive  of  his 
refusal  the  Committee  will  leave  for  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men,  and  for  the  public  at  large  to  decypher. 
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Mr.  Matsell,  under  oath,  said,  that  he  had  only  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Commissioner  the  appointment  of  two  or 
three  policemen,  and;  that  he  had  been  told,  by  his  mother, 
that  he  was  born  in  1811,  and  was  consequently  43  or  44 
years  old;  that  his  full  name  was  George  Washington 
Matsell;  that  he  first  went  to  school  in  Tryon  row;  that 
he  may  have  been  to  school  before  that;  his  residence  in 
Bancker  street,  (now  Madison,)  was  about  the  first  of  his 
recollection;  that  he  remembers  living  in  Broadway,  be¬ 
tween  Prince  and  Houston  streets,  opposite  Lafayette 
hall;  that  he  was  born  in  the  United  States;  that  his 
mother  told  him  so;  that  his  father  was  a  tailor;  that  his 
mother  died  about  two  or  three  years  since;  that  his 
father  came  to  America  when  he  was  about  19  years  old, 
and  died  at  84;  that  he  had  three  sisters  and  one  brother 
living;  that  one  sister  was  now  in  Manchester,  England, 
whose  husband  was  the  American  Consul  there;  that  an¬ 
other  sister  lived  in  this  city,  and  another  resided  in 
Brooklyn;  that  a  younger  brother  lived  out  of  the  city; 
that  his  father  was  married  but  once;  that  he  had  seen 
his  father  vote  many  times;  that  he  did  not  know  if  his 
father  was  ever  naturalized;  that  he  did  not  know  if  his 
father  ever  returned  to  Europe  after  he  first  came  to 
America;  that  his  father  may  have  crossed  the  ocean  a 
dozen  times,  for  aught  he  knew;  that  he  had  voted  often 
himself,  and  hoped  to  do  so  again;  that  his  vote  was  once 
challenged,  but  the  challenge  was  withdrawn;  that  he  saw 
his  father  vote  in  the  Eighth  and  Fourteenth  Wards;  that  he 
did  not  know  where  his  father  resided  in  Europe,  previoug 
to  coming  to  America;  that  he  may  have  heard,  many  times 
where  his  father  lived  in  England,  prior  to  coming  to 
America,  but  he  did  not  remember  it,  even  if  his  father 
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had  ever  told  him;  that  he  supposed  the  Committee  did 
not  want  hearsay  evidence  on  this  point;  that  hearsay 
evidence  was  hardly  legal;  that  his  mother  had  told  him 
that  he  was  born  in  America,  and  that  he  considered  his 
mother  best  calculated  to  give  him  correct  information;  that 
his  father  lived,  until  he,  (his  son,)  was  grown  up  to  man¬ 
hood;  that  his  father,  no  doubt,  had  often  told  him  where 
he  (his  father)  was  born  in  Europe,  and  lived,  prior  to 
coming  to  America,  but  that,  upon  his  life,  he  could  not 
recollect  any  thing  that  his  father  may  have  told  him  in 
relation  to  it;  that  he  had  not  a  family  record  of  his 
father’s  family,  from  which  he  could  obtain  a  particle  of 
evidence  in  relation  to  his  family  or  birth-place;  that  he 
never  took  any  interest  in  it,  and  never  had  occasion  to 
hunt  it  up;  that  he  had  a  record  of  his  own  family,  but 
none  of  his  father’s  family.  The  above  is  all  of  the  im¬ 
portant  testimony  that  was  elicited  from  Mr.  Matsell,  re* 
specting  his  nativity. 

The  following  is  the  counter  testimony: — 

Isaac  Brush  deposed,  that  he  was  a  cartman;  that  he* 
was  acquainted  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Matsell;  that  lie 
saw  them,  the  first  time,  in  1818  or  1819;  that  he  knew 
he  moved  them  from  what  was  called  Bancker  street,  a 
that  time;  that  he  moved  them  up  Broadway,  just  above; 
Niblo’s,  into  one  of  Thomas  H.  Smith’s  houses;  that  he 
thought  there  were  three  or  four  children  in  the  family 
that  there  were  also  a  grandmother,  and  a  husband,  and  a 
wife;  that  he  thought  there  were  two  or  three  boys,  but 
he  was’nt  sure;  that  he  supposed  them  to  be  an  English 
family  by  the  looks  of  them;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  belief,  Mr.  Matsell’s  father  was  an  Englishman; 
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that  the  family  was  all  one  thing,  as  to  their  English  ap¬ 
pearance;  that  the  old  gentleman  was  a  tailor;  that  he 
had  heard  it  talked  of,  a  great  deal,  by  different  people, 
whether  Mr.  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  was  an  Ameri¬ 
can  or  an  Englishman;  that  he  always  considered  him  an 
Englishman;  that  he  had  been  a  cartman  since  1815,  and 
was  driving  a  cart  yet;  that  he  was  an  American  by  birth; 
that  he  was  born  on  Long  Island;  that  he  lived  on  Old 
Green  Hill  or  Scammel  street,  at  the  time  he  removed  the 
Matsell  family. 


Mrs.  Edward  Sherlock  deposed,  that  she  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Matsell's  family  in  1819;  that  she  lived 
on  Broadway,  and  happened  to  go  into  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  of  that  name*  who  had  a  family;  that  she 
thought  it  was  No..  552  Broadway,  or  something  like  that; 
that  she  hired  apartments  from  Mr.  Matsell,  who  was  an 
Englishman,  and  a  tailor;  that  she  and  her  husband  hired 
a  part  of  a  house  from  him;  that  she  did  not  remember  the 
Christian  name  of  Mr.  Matsell;  that  afterward,  both  her¬ 
self  and  her  husband  went  to  Savannah,  Georgia;  that  they 
returned  to  New  York,  and  many  years  after  their  return 
she  met  a  man  named  Dennison,  a  clerk  in  the  city  prison 
or  custom-house,  who  said  said  to  her  that  there  whs  some 
bad  feeling  between  himself  and  a  Mr.  Matsell;  that  she 
said  to  him,  “Mr.  Dennison,  we  knew  the  family  of  a  Mr. 
Matsell,  that  lived  up  where  we  used  to  live;’7  that  Mr.  Den¬ 
nison  replied  to  her,  “  Well,  this  is  a  son  of  that  man,  who 
is  now  connected  with  the  police,  and  he  is  trying  to  pass 
himself  off  as  an  American;77  that  the  Matsell  family  (when 
she  lived  in  the  house  with  them)  looked  about  as  green  as 
she  did;  that  she  saw  Mr.  Matsell's  boys  about  the  house; 
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that  she  always  believed  that  George  W.  Matsell  was  an 
Englishman;  that  he  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Matsell,  the 
tailor;  that  she  did. not  know  if  he  was  ever  naturalized 
or  not;  that  Mr.  Matsell,  the  tailor,  asked  her,  on  the  day 
she  first  saw  him,  if  she  had  just  come  from  the  old 
country;  that  he  said  that  he,  himself,  had  recently  come 
from  England,  with  his  entire  family. 


I,  Louisa  Wyckoff,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Crosby 
street,  within  a  block  from  where  Mr.  George  Matsell 
lived,  whose  family  was  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of  before 
or  since,  of  the  name  of  Matsell;  and  I  have  heard  Mr.Geo. 
Matsell,  the  tailor,  say,  that  he  knew  of  no  one  in  this  city 
who  bore  the  name  of  Matsell,  except  his  family;  from 
ray  earliest  recollection  I  played  with  George  Matsell’s 
children  who  resided  in  Broadway,  where  the  club  house 
now  stands,  between  Prince  and  Houston  streets;  their 
father  was  a  very  poor  tailor,  who  repaired  clothes,  did 
little  jobs,  &c.,  and  made  a  poor  living  at  it;  I  remember 
’  he  had  a  white  sign  with  black  letters,  which  extended 
entirely  across  his  house,  if  a  house  it  could  be  called,  but 
which  could  more  properly  be  called  a  very  old  unfurnish¬ 
ed  shed;  the  sign  read  “  George  Matsell,  tailor,  from 
London;”  I  have  frequently  talked  with  George  W.  Mat- 
sell’s  father  and  mother  about  England  and  about  their 
children;  they  always  acknowledged,  with  pride  and  satis¬ 
faction,  that  all  of  their  children  were  born  in  England, 
except  the  youngest,  whose  name  was  James  Henry  Abdeel 
Columbia  Matsell;  I  well  remember  what  a  terrible  teas¬ 
ing  the  poor  little  fellow  got  from  the  children  in  the 
neighborhood,  for  his  very  long  and  singular  name;  I  have 
often  seen  the  little  boys  and  girls  chasing  him  into  his 
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father’s  shanty,  screaming,  “  there  goes  James  Henry  Ab- 
deeljColumbia  Matsell,  Mr.  Matsell’s  Yankee  boy;”  I  also 
remember  that  one  George  W.  Matsell  and  his  brother, 
Augustus  Matsell,  came  to  our  house  to  go  to  school  with 
my  brother,  when  George  told  my  mother  that  he  remem¬ 
bered  when  he  used  to  go  to  his  grandmother’s  in  England, 
and  get  cake;  my  mother  replied  “  I  suppose  you  do  re¬ 
member  it;”  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  several  per¬ 
sons,  middle  aged  and  aged,  who  came  over  in  the  ship 
Perseus,  Captain  Richardson,  who  say  that  George  Mat¬ 
sell,  the  journeyman  tailor,  and  his  family  were  on  board; 
that  the  vessel  originally  left  London,  and  touched  at 
Portsmouth,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1817,  and  that  Mr.  Mat- 
sell’s  family  was  on  board  when  she  arrived  at  Portsmouth) 
consisting  of  Mr.  George  Matsell,  his  wife,  and  his  wife’s 
mother,  (Mrs.  Constable,)  a  very  old  woman;  and  his  son, 
Wm.  Matsell,  was  born  by  a  former  wife;  his  eldest 
daughter  Mary,  who,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Abbot,  her 
first  husband,  married  Mr.  McFinn,  who  was  a  teacher; 
his  second  daughter,  Susan,  married  Mr.  James  Fiorie, 
who,  I  believe,  is  the  present  American  consul  at  Manches. 
ter,  England;  his  third  daughter  was  named  Elizabeth, 
who  married  a  man  named  Sweet,  (a  ladder  maker,)  as  I 
was  told,  and  who  used  to  call  herself  “  the  little  Eng¬ 
lish  girl;”  there  were  four  boys,  William,  George,  Au¬ 
gustus,  and  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  as  I 
before  stated;  William  was  a  tailor,  who  is  since  dead; 
George  W.  Matsell,  is  the  present  Chief  of  Police;  Augus¬ 
tus  was  in  the  Comptroller’s  office,  and  went  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  was  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  Col.  Stevenson’s  California  Regiment,  which 
fact  George  W .  Matsell  told  me  in  his  own  house,  when  he 
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lived  in  Allen  street.  This  conveys  a  brief  account  of 
every  member  of  the  family  of  George  Matsell,  the  tailor, 
who  arrived  at  Halifax,  from  London,  in  1817. 

LOUISA  WYCKOFF. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  eighth  ? 
day  of  April,  1855.  S 

G-  W.  Wheeler,  Com’r  of  Deeds . 


I,  Thomas  Baker,  residing  at  No.  128  West  Sixteenth 
street,  and  being  45  years  old,  depose  that  I  first  knew 
George  W.  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  in  1820;  that  I 
lived  from  1820  to  1826,  within  five  doors  of  him,  which 
was  opposite  the  present  Lafayette  Hall,  in  Broadway; 
that  he  then,  and  has  always  since  told  me  that  he  was 
born  in  England;  that  it  was  the  common  talk  in  the  whole 
neighborhood,  that  he  was  an  English  boy;  that  his  ex¬ 
ceedingly  raw  pronunciation  of  moother  for  mother ,  and 
all  other  words,  distinguished  him  from  the  American 
boys  of  that  day;  Mr.  Matsell’s  father  had  seven  children, 
viz:  Mary,  Susan,  Elizabeth,  William,  George,  Augustus, 
(late  of  the  Comptroller’s  office,)  and  one  who  was  born 
in  this  country,  named  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia 
Matsell,  who  used  to  be  distinguished  from  the  other  chil. 
drenhy  being  called  the  Yankee  boy;  while  playing  with 
Mr.  Matsell’s  boys  in  Mr.  Matsell’s  house,  I  have  often 
heard  Mr.  Matsell  say,  that  James  Henry  Abdeel  Colum¬ 
bia  Matsell,  was  his  Yankee  boy,  and  that  his  others  were 
his  English  boys;  I  have  often  seen  the  family  record; 
sometimes  it  was  on  the  table  and  sometimes  on  the  shop- 
board;  Mr.  George  Matsell,  the  father,  was  a  journeyman 
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tailor,  and  very  poor  indeed;  I  have  always  understood 
and  believed  that  a  lady  passenger  named  Constable,  paid 
the  passage  of  Mr.  Matsell  and  his  family  to  this  country; 
the  house  that  Mr.  Matsell  lived  in,  opposite  Lafayette 
Hall,  was  scarcely  tenantable;  it  was  a  very  old  house  and 
never  was  finished,  the  proprietor’s  funds  giving  out  be¬ 
fore  he  completed  it;  Mr.  Matsell  had  very  little  furniture 
in  his  house,  which  consisted  of  but  two  rooms;  he  had 
not  a  particle  of  tailoring  stock  in  the  house;  from  the 
very  raw,  and  green,  and  indistinct  manner  in  which  him¬ 
self  and  children  talked,  I  think  they  must  have  come 
from  the  interior  of  England,  as  I  never  knew  a  Londoner 
speak  the  English  language  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matsell,  and 
all  of  their  children,  except  James  Henry  Abdeel  Colum¬ 
bia  Matsell,  who  was  unquestionably  born  in  the  United 
States.  And  further,  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOS.  BAKER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  eighth  ) 
day  of  xlpril,  1855.  j 

G.  W.  Wheeler,  Com’r  of  Deeds. 


City  and  County  op  New  York,  ss: 

I,  Sarah  Pollock,  residing  at  No.  11  Greenwich  ave¬ 
nue,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Winchester,  England, 
about  seventy  years  ago;  that  in  the  year  1817,  on  May 
7th,  myself,  husband,  and  daughter,  Sarah  Pollock  Atkin¬ 
son,  took  passage  at  Portsmouth,  England,  for  the  United 
States,  in  the  Perseus,  Capt.  Richardson.  My  son,  John 
Pollock,  was  born  on  the  passage.  When  I  went  on 
board,  I  found  a  family  named  Matsell,  who  had  taken 
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passage  at  London.  Mr.  Matsell  was  a  journeyman  tail¬ 
or,  and  had  his  wife  with  him,  and  his'  mother,  or  his  wife’s 
mother,  was  also  with  him;  he  also  had  with  him  several 
children,  sons  and  daughters,  but  as  I  was  sea-sick  a  great 
deal,  and  not  much  on  deck,  I  cannot  remember  their 
Christian  names. 

SARAH  POLLOCK. 

New  York,  April  7th,  1855. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  eighth. ) 
day  of  April,  1855.  ) 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

I,  Sarah  Atkinson,  residing  at  No.  11  Greenwich  ave¬ 
nue,  and  daughter  of  Sarah  Pollock,  depose,  that  I  was 
born  in  London,  in  1805;  that  in  the  year  1817,  on  the  7th 
of  May, I  left  Portsmouth,  England,  for  the  United  States, 
with  my  father  and  mother,  in  the  Perseus,  Capt.  John 
Richardson,  and  on  going  on  board,  I  found  a  family 
named  Matsell,  consisting  of  George  Matsell,  (who  was  a 
journeyman  tailor,)  his  wife,  either  his  own  or  his  wife’s 
mother,  and  several  children,  some  older  and  some  young¬ 
er  than  myself;  I  played  with  those  of  Mr.  Matsell’s  chil¬ 
dren  who  were  about  my  age,  but  do  not  remember  their 

Christian  names.  „  ^ 

SARAH  ATKINSON. 


New  York,  April  7th,  1855. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  eighth  ) 
day  of  April,  1855.  ) 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds . 
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I,  Ann  B.  Cudlipp,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  in  1801;  that  I  am  daughter  of  Thomas 
Sparshott,  and  sister  of  Elizabeth  Kervan,  of  Blooming- 
dale;  that  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  Perseus,  Ca-pt.  Rich- 
ardson,  in  1817,  from  Portsmouth,  England,  to  Halifax; 
that  there  was  a  family  named  Matsell,  on  board;  that 
Mr.  Matsell  had  a  wife  on  board;  that  he  had  two  daugh¬ 
ters  on  board,  named  Mary  and  Susan;  that  he  had  three 
sons  on  board,  named  William  Matsell,  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell,  and  Augustus  Matsell;  these  three  sons,  William, 
George,  and  Augustus,  I  distinctly  and  positively  remem¬ 
ber;  that  William  was  about  nineteen,  that  George  W. 
was  about  seven  or  eight  years  old;  that  there  was  a  very 
old  lady  on  board,  who  was  either  Mr.  MatselPs  mother; 
or  his  wife's  mother.  We  got  out  of  provisions,  and  put 
into  Halifax  for  provisions. 

ANN  B.  CUDLIPP. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  seventh  ) 
day  of  April,  1855.  j 

Thomas  Peabson, 

Justice  of  the  7 th  District. 

Yorkville,  April  7th,  1855. 


I,  Elizabeth  Keevan,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  in  1803;  that  I  was  a  passenger  on  board 
of  the  Perseus,  Capt.  Richardson,  in  1817,  from  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  to  Halifax;  that  we  had  a  very  lengthy 
passage;  had  a  severe  thunder  storm;  became  short  of  pro. 
visions;  put  into  Halifax  for  supplies;  that  the  passengers 
were  grossly  deceived  by  a  man  named  Fitzgerald,  who 
had  chartered  the  vessel,  and  took  the  passage  money  in 
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advance,  promising  to  take  the  passengers  to  New  York, 
Baltimore,  and  to  other  ports,  when,  in  fact,  the  vessel 
proved  to  be  bound  only  to  St.  J ohns,  and  the  .captain 
refused  to  carry  the  passengers  further  than  St.Johns, 
where  he  landed  all  the  passengers  who  did  not  leave  the 
vessel  at  Halifax.  Our  family  remained  at  Halifax.  I 
remember  Mr.  George  Matsell,  a  tailor,  and  his  family* 
whom  I  found  on  board  at  Portsmouth,  when  I  went  on 
board;  that  Mr.  MatselFs  family  consisted  of  himself,  his 
wife,  an  old  lady,  who  was  either  his  mother  or  his  wife’s 
mother,  Miss  Mary  Matsell,  Susan  and  William  Matsell,  I 
well  remember;  I  also  remember  some  smaller  children  of 
Mr.  George  Matsell,  but  do  not  remember  their  names. 
Mrs.  Matsell  had  an  infant  child.  I  have  always  believed 
that  the  present  Chief  of  Police,  George  W.  Matsell,  was 
a  passenger  with  myself,  in  the  Perseus,  Capt.  Richardson, 
in  1817;  and  this  has  always  been  understood  and  talked 
over,  and  fully  believed  by  those  who  came  with  me  in 
the  Perseus,  and  his  being  an  Englishman  has  been  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  history  with  us.  About  nine  years  since,  I  asked 
George  W.  Matsell  if  he  remembered  a  family  named 
Sparshott,  that  came  over  with  him.  He  replied  that  he 
was  so  young  that  he  could  not  recollect  it. 

ELIZABETH  KERVAN. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  sev- ) 
enth  day  of  April,  1855.  ) 

M.  A.  Reed, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

Bloomingdale,  April  7th,  1845. 

Elizabeth  Kervan  and  her  sister,  Ann  B.  Cudlipp,  refer 
(for  a  knowledge  of  their  character)  to  Mayor  Wood,  Ex- 
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Mayor  Westervelt,  Wm.  H.  Webb,  Win.  Gage,  Ex-sheriff 
Thomas  Carnley,  Abram  Hatfield,  Peter  Goelet’s  family, 
and  to  .the  families  of  Jacob  Bell,  Isaac  Webb,  David 
Webb,  Samuel  Webb,  and  David  Brown.  Mrs.  Kervan 
is  the  widow  of  John  Kervan,  who  died  about  fifteen  years 
since.  Mrs.  Kervan  and  Mrs.  Cudlipp  are,  with  Mayor 
Wood’s  wife,  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Bloom- 
ingdale,  whose  pastor  is  Rev.  Wm.  Richmond. 


I,  John  Baker,  residing  at  No.  53  Cumberland  street, 
North  Brooklyn,  depose,  that  I  was  born  at  Portsmouth, 
England,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1799;  that  I  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1802;  that  my  uncle  married  the  sis¬ 
ter  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Sparshott,  now  of  Yorkville,  who  was 
a  passenger  in  the  Perseus,  in  1817,  and  whose  daughters 
are  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Kervan  and  Mrs.  Ann  P.  Cudlipp,  of 
Bloomingdale  and  Yorkville,  and  who  were  also  passen¬ 
gers  in  the  Perseus,  in  1817;  that  I  resided  in  Broadway, 
opposite  Lafayette  Hall,  from  1818  to  1820,  when  I  got 
married,  and  removed  about  one  block  from  there,  to 
Crosby  street,  between  Spring  and  Prince  streets;  that 
my  parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters,  continued  to  reside 
in  Broadway,  opposite  Lafayette  Hall,  between  Prince  and 
Houston  streets ;  that  I  first  knew  George  Matsell,the  tailor 
in  the  spring,  1818,  when  he  first  removed  to  Broadway, 
opposite  Lafayette  Hall;  that  I  well  knew  his  children, 
named  Mary,  Susan,  Elizabeth,  William,  George  William 
and  Augustus  Matsell;  that  Mr.  Thomas  Sparshott,  in  1818, 
worked  in  the  same  shop  with  my  father;  that  I  have  often 
heard  him  say  to  my  father,  in  1818,  that  Mr.  George  Matsell, 
the  tailor,  and  all  of  the  above-named  children,  came  over 
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with  him,  in  the  ship  Perseus,  Oapt.  Richardson,  from 
England  to  Halifax,  in  1817;  that  Mrs.  Matsell,  the  wife 
of  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  has  often  told  my  mother, 
that  all  of  the  above-named  children  came  from  England 
with  her,  in  the  Perseus,  and  that  they  were  all  born  in 
England;  that  all  of  the  above-named  children  have  told 
me  that  they  were  born  in  England,  and  spoke  of  it  with 
much  pride;  that  George  William  Matsell,  the  present 
Chief  of  Police,  has  often  told  me  that  he  was  born  in 
England;  that  I  was  very  intimate  with  George  Matsell, ' 
the  tailor,  and  have  often  been  to  church  with  him;  that 
while  we  were  on- our  way  to  Allen  street  church,  in  1818 
or  1819,  Mr.  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  told  me,  near  the 
corner  of  Broome  and  Mulberry  streets,  that  the  six  above- 
named  children  were  all  born  in  England;  that  he  named 
his  second  son  George  William,  after  George,  the  then 
Prince  Regent,  who  became,  king  George  the  fourth  in 
1820,  and  died  in  1880,  and  William,  after  William,  the 
then  Duke  of  Clarence,  who  became  king  William  the 
fourth,  after  the  death  of  George  the  fourth,  in  1830;  that 
I  never  heard  Mr.  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  nor  his  wife 
say  that  either  they  or  their  children  were  in  the  United 
States  prior  to  1817,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  one  else  say 
so;  that  I  remember  when  George  William  Matsell,  and 
his  brother,  Augustus  Matsell,  the  sons  of  George  Matsell, 
the  tailor,  kept  a  little  bookstore  in  Chatham  street,  be¬ 
tween  Duane  and  Pearl  streets,  near  where  the  old  Chat¬ 
ham  street  Theatre  and  Garden  used  to  be;  that  I  also  re¬ 
member  that  they  used  to  sell  Fanny  Wright’s,  Yoltaire’s, 
Owen’s,  Tom  Paine’s,  and  other  books,  whose  titles  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  mention  here,  and  that  they  finally  sold 
out  to  Robinson,  the  publisher;  that  George  Matsell,  the 
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tailor,  was  the  first  person  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Matsell;  that  I  have,  within  a  few  days 
past  examined  the  New  York  Directory  for  1855,  and 
could  not  find  any  one  of  the  name  of  Matsell  in  it,  except 
George  W.  Matsell  and  H.  C.  Matsell,  both  residing  at 
No.  30  Stanton  street ;  that  I  intimately  knew  George 
Matsell,  the  tailor,  from  1818  to  182T,  during  which  time 
I  never  knew  him  to  vote;  that  he  never  told  me  he  was  a 
naturalized  citizen;  nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  one  else  say 
that  he  was  a  naturalized  citizen;  that  I  have  been  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  ex-Mayor  Edward  Copeland,  of 
Brooklyn,  during  the  past  twenty  years,  who  is  now  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Brooklyn;  and  that  I  have 
also  been  long  and  intimately  acquainted  with  ex-Mayor 
Conklin  Brush,  of  Brooklyn,  who  is  now  president  of  the 
Mechanics’  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  to  both  of  whom  I  refer  for 
a  knowledge  of  my  character;  and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

JOHN  BAKER. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  six-  ? 
teenth  day  of  April,  1855.  y 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

From  the  above,  it  appears,  that  Thomas  Baker  swears 
that  he  has  often  seen  the  family  record  of  George  Mat- 
sell’s  father,  which  the  son  denies  any  knowledge  of  ;  Mrs. 
Wyckoff  swears  that  George  W.  Matsell’s  parents  told  her 
that  their  son  George  W.  Matsell  was  born  in  England. 
Thomas  Baker  swears  that  George  W.  Matsell,  himself, 
from  childhood  up,  has  told  him  that  he  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Mrs.  Pollock  and  Mrs.  Atkinson  swear  that  they 
remember  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  and  his  wife  and 


15 


(Doc.  No.  20. 


children,  on  board  the  Perseus,  in  1817.  Mrs.  Kervali 
swears  that  she  remembers  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  and 
his  family,  on  board  the  Perseus,  in  1817 ;  that  she  has 
always  believed  George  W.  Matsell,  the  present  Chief  of 
Police,  to  have  been  a  passenger  with  herself,  in  the  Per¬ 
seus,  in  1817:  that  it  has  always  been  understood,  and 
talked  over,  and  believed  by  those  who  came  with  her  in 
the  Perseus,  that  he  is  the  same,  and  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
history  with  her  family.  Mrs.  Cudlipp  swears  that  she 
distinctly  and  positively  remembers  George  W.  Matsell  as 
a  passenger  with  her,  on  board  th’e  Perseus,  in  1817,  she 
being  then  sixteen  years  old.  John  Baker  swears  that  he 
has  heard  George  W.  Matsell’s  father  and  mother  say  that 
their  son  George  W.  Matsell  came  over  with  them  from 
England,  in  the  Perseus,  in  1817;  that  their  son  George 
W.  Matsell,  was  born  in  England;  that  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell  himself,  has  often  told  him  that  he  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land;  that  George  W.  Matsell’s  father  had  told  him  that 
he  named  his  son  George  William  Matsell,  after  king 
George  the  fourth,  and  king  William  the  fourth,  when  the 
former  was  Prince  Regent,  and  when  the  latter  was  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  and  many  years  before  they  ascended 
the  British  throne;  that  he  never  knew  the  father  of  George 
William  Matsell  to  vote,  and  never  knew  that  he  was  natu¬ 
ralized. 

Such  an  overwhelming  mass  of  irreproachable  testi¬ 
mony  against  the  Chief  of  Police,  renders  comment  from 
the  Committee  almost  superfluous.  Occupying  the  most 
responsible  municipal  trust  among  us,  with  our  lives  and 
property  in  his  grasp,  with  such  palpable  evidence  of  his 
perjury  before  our  eyes,  what  punishment  can  be  too  se¬ 
vere  for  him  ?  If  a  common  culprit  commits  the  crime  of 
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perjury,  he  is  forever  deprived  of  his  pivil  rights,  and  con¬ 
signed  to  the  dungeons  of  Sing  Sing.  Surely,  then,  a 
man  who  has  bamboozled  us  so  long:  who  has  been  so 
kindly  fostered  by  us,  and  who  is  just  discovered  to  be  an 
alien,  in  mind,  heart  and  appearance,  deserves  to  be  in¬ 
stantly  hurled  from  the  office  he  has  so  long  degraded, 
and  falsely  held,  and  to  be  committed  to  the  criminal 
courts,  to  be  tried  for  his  enormous  crime  of  perjury. 

Mr.  Matsell  solemnly  swears  to  civilized  men,  (although 
his  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  his  mother 
died  but  two  or  three  years  since,)  that  those  venerable 
parents  never  could  impress  on  his  mind,  where  the  old 
homestead  was  in  Europe — where  the  sacred  spot  of  his 
birth  was,  which  is  ever  cherished  with  enthusiastic  fond¬ 
ness  by  the  most  uncivilized  Indian  tribes — that  he  does 
not  remember  where  his  aged  parents  first  breathed  the 
air  of  their  native  land;  that  around  the  winter  fires  of 
forty  years,  his  old  father  and  mother  never  lingered  with 
delight  on  the  sequestered  village,  or  mighty  city,  where 
they  first  beheld  the  dome  of  heaven,  where  they  first 
passed  their  happy  childhood:  that  they  never  spoke  of 
their  place  of  worship,  so  dear  to  Englishmen;  of  their 
companions  in  youth  and  in  maturer  years — and  of  their 
beloved  kindred  they  forever  left  behind  them,  in  their 
pilgrimage  to  the  Western  world.  What  barefaced  per¬ 
jury  !  What  an  outrage  to  the  commonest  discernment ! 
And  why  this  monstrous  perjury?  Because  he  is  afraid 
the  Committee  will  get  hold  of  the  parish  books,  in  which 
all  births  are  recorded.  He  knows,  that  in  those  books, 
and  for  ages,  will  be  recorded,  “  George  William  Matsell 
was  born  in  England.” 
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The  Committee  was  surprised  to  witness  the  powerful 
efforts  made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  Thursday  even¬ 
ing  last,  to  discharge  them  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject,  before  they  had  reported  to  the  Board  what 
important  facts  they  had  already  elicited,  whose  discharge, 
under  such  circumstances,  would  have  been  an  unparallel¬ 
ed  outrage  on  the  rights  of  the  Committee,  and  the  whole 
city.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  ten  Aldermen 
who  voted,  and  labored  for  their  lives  to  discharge  your 
Committee,  and  stifle  the  investigation:  Aldermen  Brown, 
Williamson,  (author  of  the  resolution  for  discharging 
your  Committee,)  Baird,  Hoffmire,  (a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,)  Howard,  Trowbridge,  Steers,  Kelly,  Lord,  (very 
active  indeed,)  and  Herrick.  The  Committee  have  since 
learned,  that  “  the  Chief  of  Police,  and  his  friends,  within 
and  without  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  are  determined  to 
discharge  your  Committee,  at  all  hazards,  on  Monday 
evening,  April  23d,  and  that  they  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  with  all  the  newspapers  that  they  could  buy,  to  sus¬ 
tain  them  in  their  damning  deed.  In  view  of  these  start¬ 
ling  facts,  the  Committee  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
report,  without  delay,  what  evidence  they  had  obtained, 
and  thereby  anticipate  the  infamous  attempts  to  be  again 
made  in  the  Board,  on  Monday  evening,  to  discharge 
them  in  the  midst  of  their  labors,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
request  that  they  may  continue  their  investigations,  if  the 
Board  should  not  consider  the  evidence  herewith  adduced, 
sufficient  for  the  impeachment  of  George  W.  Matsell,  for 
perjury,  and  for  being  a  British  alien.  The  Committee 
are  well  satisfied,  that  he  is  an  unnaturalized  citizen — that 
he  abjures  his  native  land,  only  from  his  mercenary  love 
of  office— that  in  answering  many  questions  propounded 
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to  him  by  the  Committee,  that  he  has  committed  the  awful 
crime  of  perjury;  and  believing  him  to  be  a  British  alien, 
of  the  worst  character,  and  knowing  him  to  have  commit¬ 
ted  perjury,  the  Committee  most  earnestly  recommend  his 
immediate  impeachment. 

The  Committee  had  heard  of  the  drunken  orgies  over 
the  lifeless  form  of  Henry  Clay,  who  had  thrilled  his  coun¬ 
trymen  with  his  burning  eloquence  more  than  forty  years; 
who  towered  high  in  the  Senate  assembly,  as  the  cham¬ 
pion  of  all  that  was  noble  and  useful,  and  patriotic,  and 
who,  (with  the  immortal  Webster,)  consecrated  his  last 
breath  to  the  glory  and  eternal  union  of  the  states.  They 
had  heard,  with  painful  emotions,  of  the  disgusting  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  memorable  Funeral  Committee  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  of  1852.  composed,  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  of  William  H.  Cornell,  Wesley  Smith, 
William  H.  Brisley,  William  M.  Tweed,  James  M.  Bard, 
S.  L.  H.  Ward,  John  Boyce  and  Richard  T.  Compton; 
but  they  had  yet  to  learn,  in  their  recent  investigation, 
that  the  coffin  which  contained  the  hallowed  corpse  of 
Henry  Clay  was  actually  robbed  of  its  pall,  and  that  the 
Governor's  room,  and  Aldermanic  chamber,  were  also 
desecrated  by  a  desperate  gang  of  ruffians,  who  ruthlessly 
stripped  and  purloined  the  funeral  drapery  with  which 
they  were  decorated,  on  that  profoundly  solemn  and  most 
painful  occasion.  The  following  is  the  evidence  respect¬ 
ing  an  outrage  that  will  elicit  tears  from  those  who  truly 
loved  the  great  and  departed  American,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  arouse  the  withering  scorn  of  the  whole  American 
people. 


19 


(Doc.  No.  20. 


George  W.  Matsell,  swore  that  he  did  not  take  the 
pall,  or  the  decoration,  or  any  portion  thereof. 

Wm.  H.  Bedell  swore  that  he  was  attached  to  the 
office  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  at  the  time  of  the  Henry  Clay 
funeral;  that  there  was  some  cloth  missing;  that  Mr. 
Matsell  said  to  me  that  he  was  expecting  a  Dutchman  to 
bring  him  a  piece  of  cloth  (either  to  make  a  coat,  or  as  a 
coat  pattern,)  and  that  he  wished  me  to  take  care  of  it 
until  he  (Mr.  Matsell)  returned  from  dinner;  that  he  didn’t 
certainly  know  that  that  had  any  thing  to  do  with  this 
cloth;  that  this  request  of  Mr.  Matsell  occurred  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  and  after  the  Henry  Clay  funeral;  that 
he  was  a  messenger  in  Mr.  Matsell’s  office,  and  when 
others  went  out,  he  had  to  temain  in  the  office;  and  he 
supposed  that  was  the  reason  why  Mr.  Matsell  made  the 
request  he  did;  that  several  about  thdf  Chief’s  office  had 
new  black  broadcloth  coats  that  fall;  Mr.  McKellar,  a 
clerk  in  the  Chief’s  office,  had  anew  coat  about  that  time; 
that  he  rather  thought  the  Chief  of  Police  had  two  talmas 
that  fall;  that  one  was  a  beautiful,  and  the  other  a  com¬ 
mon  one;  that  Captain  Norris  had  a  new  coat  that  fall; 
that  James  Talbot  had  a  whole  suit  of  clothes  made  that 
fall,  but  that  he  was  not  certain  that  Mr.  Talbot’s  new 
clothes  came  from  the  Henry  Clay  funeral  cloth;  that  he 
believed  all  the  above  new  clothes  were  generally  black; 
that  Nash  Moseman,  of  No.  20  East  Broadway,  was  Cap¬ 
tain  Norris’  tailor;  that  Child  &  Wemmell,  of  Park 
row,  are  Mr.  Matsell’s  tailors;  that  he  had  carried  Mr. 
Matsell’s  coats  to  be  repaired  by  Child  &  Wemmell;  that 
Hugh  Masterson,  requested  me  that  fall  to  write  a  note 
for  him  to  put  up  in  the  City  Hall,  inquiring  “  Who  made 
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Alderman  Tiemann’s  coat  ?”  that  Thomas  Mundy  said  that 
he  had  dammed  hard  work  to  get  a  piece  for  the  “  old 
man;”  that  Mr.  Matsell  was  called  the  old  man. 


Ex- Alderman  Daniel  E.  Tiemann  deposed — that  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  1852;  that  he  remem¬ 
bered  the  funeral  of  Henry  Clay;  that  he  remembered  the 
cloth  that  was  used  on  that  occasion  for  the  decoration  of 
the  Governor’s  room  and  Aldermanic  chamber;  that  it  was 
black  cloth;  that  he  never  knew  what  became  of  that  cloth; 
that  there  was  some  noise  about  it  at  the  time;  that  it  dis¬ 
appeared  very  mysteriously;  that  ex- Alderman  Wm.  H. 
Cornell  was  the  Chairman  .of  the  Henry  Clay  funeral 
Committee;  that  if  he  had  known  at  the  time,  that  it  had 
been  illegally  disposed  of,  that  he  should  have  exposed  it 
at  once;  that  what  cftlled  his  attention  to  it  was  the  story 
that  he  had  a  black  coat  made  from  it;  that  he  had  never 
seen  that  coat;  that  he  would  like  to  know  where  it  is; 
that  he  really  did  not  know  wheiher  he  had  a  new  coat 
about  that  time  or  not;  that  he  had  not  a  coat  made  out 
of  that  cloth;  that  he  can  prove  this  by  his  tailor,  as  he 
always  furnished  the  cloth  himself. 


Ciias.  Weeks  deposed — that  he  remembered  the  fune¬ 
ral  of  Henry  Clay;  that  he  had  heard  something  about 
some  cloth  that  was  used  on  that  occasion;  that  he  re¬ 
membered  a  great  many  persons,  who  came  to  see  the 
coffin,  brought  boquets  with  them;  that  a  table  was  provided 
for  them  to  put  those  boquets  on;  that  it  was  covered  with 
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a  piece  of  black  cloth,  which  was  also  at  times  placed  over 
the  coffin;  that  when  the  body  was  taken  from  New  York, 
the  boquets  were  gathered  up  in  the  cloth,  and  the  cloth 
was  put  in  a  box  and  taken  to  Ashland;  that  the  cloth 
was  used  for  the  same  purpose  at  all  the  stopping  places 
on  the  way;  that  when  the  funeral  was  all  through  with, 
the  cloth  was  brought  back  here,  and  the  man  who  brought 
it  back  had  a  coat  made  out  of  it;  that  his  name  was  Win. 
Putnam,  and  officiated  as  undertaker  on  the  occasion. 


Thomas  J.  Mundy  deposed — that  he  was  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  1852  and  1853;  that  some  cloth  dis¬ 
appeared  suddenly  at  the  time  of  Henry  Clay’s  funeral; 
that  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  a  hand  in  it;  that  who¬ 
ever  got  it  was  smart;  that  he  did  not  get  any  of  it;  that 
we  acciased  each  other  of  getting  it;  that  he  did  not  re 
member  telling  Bedell  what  became  of  it;  I  don’t  think  I 
ever  said,  ‘‘damn  it,  we  all  went  in  for  it;”  that  there  may 
have  been  fifty  yards  of  the  cloth  in  question,  and  that 
it  was  used  to  decorate  the  coffin,  the  Governor’s  room, 
and  the  Aldermanic  chamber,  about  the  chairman’s  desk, 
and  about  the  windows;  that  he  did  not  know  where  the 
cloth  was  purchased;  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  subject,  of  which  Alderman  Cornell 
was  chairman;  that  Chambers  was  clerk  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  connection  of  Mr.  Matsell 
and  others  with  this  inhuman  affair,  the’  Committee  will 
leave,  without  comment,  to  the  judgment  of  the  civilized 
world. 
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From  the  returns  which  the  Committee  have  received 
thus  far,  they  think  there  must  be  at  least  six  hundred 
foreigners  in  the  Police  Department,  against  the  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-one  as  returned  by  Mr.  Matsell;  that 
there  are  more  than  one  hundred  in  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment,  who  have  been  in  prison,  some  for  crimes  of  the 
gravest  character,  against  thirty-nine,  as  returned  by  Mr. 
Matsell.  That  the  First  Ward  returned  none,  as  having 
been  in  prison,  when,  on  examining  about  fifteen  police¬ 
men,  of  the  First  Ward,  three  were  found  to  have  been 
old  convicts.  None  were  returned  by  Mr.  Matsell,  as 
having  been  in  prison,  in  the  Sixth  Wai^d,  which  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  worst  wards  of  the  city.  But,  from  the 
best  information  the  Committee  could  obtain,  there  have 
been  between  eight  and  ten  in  prison  among  the  Sixth 
Ward  policemen;  so  with  the  Second  Ward,  Fourth  Ward, 
and  Fourteenth  Ward.  One  of  the  present  policemen,  of 
the  Second  Ward,  made  his  escape  from  Blackwell’s 
Island,  and  was  appointed  on  the  police  before  his  time 
had  expired  on  Blackwell’s  Island.  One  policeman,  in 
full  uniform,  has  been  naturalized  since  your  resolution  of 
inquiry  was  adopted,  he  having  been  a  policeman  some 
time  before  his  naturalization.  There  are  many  desperate 
convicts  in  the  Police  Department,  about  whom  the  Com¬ 
mittee  could  not  definitely  report,  in  consequence  of  the 
haste  with  which  they  were  compelled  to  report,  caused 
by  those  who  are  striving  to  discharge  your  Committee. 


Doctors  A.  S.  Jones,  N.  C.  Huested  and  P.  W.  McDon¬ 
ald,  Physicians  of  the  Police  Department,  were  examined, 
but  nothing  important  was  elicited;  they  were  far  too 
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cunning  for  the  Committee;  one  of  them  did  not  respond 
to  the  subpoena,  and  the  Committee  learn,  that  he  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Board  as  never  having  been  in  prison, 
when,  in  fact,  he  was  tried  for  his  life,  some  time  since, 
for  murder. 


The  following  is  the  evidence  respecting  Mr.  McKellar, 
Mr.  Matsell  and  Captain  Leonard,  of  the  Second  Ward: 

Albert  Lombard  deposed  that  he  was  a  policeman,  of 
the  Second  Ward,  about  two  and  a  half  years;  that  he 
was  tried  before  Mr.  McKellar,  the  Chiefs  Clerk;  that 
Mr.  McKellar  was  present  only;  that  after  Mr.  McKellar 
had  taken  evidence,  &c.,  and  had  got  through  with  my 
trial,  Mr.  Matsell  came  in  and  took  a  seat;  that  he  asked 
the  Chief  to  let  him  be  heard  in  defence  of  his  character; 
that  he  had  witnesses  present,  and  desired  the  Chief  to 
examine  them;  that  the  Chief  replied,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  hear  them;  that  he  informed  the  Chief  that  the 
complaint  had  been  made  against  him  by  drunken  men  and 
vagabonds,  whom  he  had  arrested;  that  the  Chief  per¬ 
emptorily  refused  to  hear  him  in  mitigation;  that  the 
charge  made  against  him  was  for  drinking  in  a  bar-room, 
when,  in  fact,  he  only  went  into  the  bar- room  to  arrest  a 
pack  of  drunkards,  who  were  engaged  in  a  fight;  that  one 
of  the  men  whom  he  arrested,  followed  him  to  the  Tombs 
afterward,  and  threatened  him  there;  that  he  did  not 
have  a  fair  trial;  that  his  sentence  was  read  at  the  Sta¬ 
tion-house  two  weeks  after;  that  he  did  not  like  to  say  if 
he  gave  any  money  for  his  appointment  on  the  police;  that 
he  did  give  forty  dollars  to  Captain  Leonard,  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Ward,  for  his  appointment  as  policeman;  that  Me* 
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Lane  may  have  received  some  of  this  money  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Leonard,  as  he,  McLane,  resigned  in  my  favor,  and  I 
took  his  place. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  Capt.  Leonard  be  tried 
by  the  Police  Commissioners,  for  this  corruption,  and 
leave  Mr.  McKellar  and  Mr.  Matsell  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  public  at  large. 

Several  of  the  fourteen  policemen  were  examined,  who 
refused,  (according  to  Mr.  Maxell’s  report)  to  answer  the 
resolution  of  the  Board;  some  said  that  they  had  not  been 
questioned  in  regard  to  the  subject,  until  they  came  before 
the  Committee;  some  said  that  they  bad  not  been  in  pri¬ 
son,  &c.;  but  very  little  information  could  be  obtained 
from  them,  they  having  been  so  long  in  the  police,  and  had 
doubtless  been  thoroughly  drilled  as  to  how  they  should 
answer  questions  before  they  came  before  the  Committee. 

Several  questions  were  propounded  to  Mr.  Matsell  and 
to  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Bedell,  respecting  the  dog  pound.  Mr.  Mat¬ 
sell  referred  the  Committee  to  Mr.  McKellar,  who  had 
been  manager  of  the  dog  pound;  that  ex-Mayor  Kingsland 
got  up  the  dog  pound,  &c.  Mr.  Bedell  said  that  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Kellar  got  five  hundred  dollars  extra  for  his  services;  that 
McKellar  hired  lots  for  the  dog  pound  from  Mr.  Matsell 
and  Capt.  Norris,  of  the  Tenth  ward;  that  he  (Mr.  Bedell) 
received  money  for  there  demption  of  dogs,  and  paid  it  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  McKellar;  that  he  did  not  know  what 
became  of  the  money  after  it  went  into  Mr.  McKellar’s 
hands;  that  he  took  from  fifty  cents  to  four  dollars  for 
each  dog  redeemed;  that  the  receipts  of  the  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  from  four  hundred  dollars  to  five  hundred  dollars; 
that  the  warrants  were  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Matsell, 
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&c.  The  Committee  think  that  much  important  informa¬ 
tion  might  yet  be  elicited  respecting  the  management  of 
the  dog  pound,  for  several  years  past. 


The  following  is  the  evidence  respecting  some  oil-cloth 
that  was  carried  out  of  the  back  door  of  Mr.  Matsell’s 
office,  in  a  very  mysterious  manner,  at  the  time  of  the 
renovation  of  his  office: — 

Wm.  H.  Bedell  deposed,  that  hehad  seen  Mr.  De  Yoe 
take  a  roll  of  oil-cloth  out  of  the  back  door  of  Mr.  Mat- 
sell’s  office;  that  he  did  not  know  where  he  carried  it; 
that  he  saw,  soon  afterward,  some  oil-cloth  on  the  floor 
of  Mr.  Matselfs  private  residence  that  was  very  similar 
to  the  oil-cloth  that  was  on  the  floor  of  the  Chiefs  office, 
and  which  had  been  taken  out  mysteriously  by  officer  De 
Yoe. 

The  Committee  will  make  no  comments  on  the  above, 
but  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Bedell  is  a  very  important 
witness  on  the  Henry  Clay  funeral  cloth;  on  the  dog 
pound,  and  on  the  oil-cloth,  the  Committee  deem  it  a  duty 
they  owe  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  the  whole 
community,  to  inform  them  who,  and  what  is  the  moral 
standing  of  Mr.  Bedell  in  this  city;  they,  therefore,  trans¬ 
mit  the  following  powerful  testimonials  respecting  his 
moral  character. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have  known  Wm.  H.  Bedell  for 
many  years;  that  I  have  had  frequent  intercourse  with  him, 
and  that  I  consider  his  integrity  of  the  most  spotless  cha¬ 
racter. 
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I  have  known  Wm.  H.  Bedell  upward  of  ten  years,  and 
I  have  never  heard  aught  against  him. 

Wm.  H.  Clussman, 

67  East  Broadway. 

I  have  known  Wm,  H.  Bedell  for  many  years,  whose 
character  is  above  reproach. 

John  M.  Kieb, 

Pastor  Rutgers  street  Church. 

We  concur  in  the  above. 

John  H.  Griscom,  M.  D., 

B.  W.  Osborn, 

John  Conger, 

J.  W.  C.  Leveridge, 
Thomas  A.  Glover, 
Frederick  Hahn. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  above. 

Joseph  Hoxie. 

I  have  known  Wm.  H.  Bedell  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  I  have  ever  found  him  a  man  of  strict  integrity. 

Wm.  H.  Underhill, 

43  Broome  street. 

I  have  known,  and  lived  a  neighbor  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  to  Wm.  H.  Bedell,  of  the  Seventh  Ward,  and  during 
that  period  of  time  I  have  never  heard  aught  against  him; 
on  the  contrary,  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of 
honest  integrity  and  high  moral  character. 

Richard  B.  Connolly, 

County  Clerk. 
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The  Committee  asked  Mr.  Matsell  several  questions 
respecting  about  one  hundred  names  he  is  supposed  to 
have  of  wealthy  gentlemen,  who  have  had  business  with 
the  devil  incarnate,  who  resided  iD  Greenwich  street, 
near  Dey  street.  The  Committee  did  not  offend  the  gentle¬ 
manly  reporters  of  the  press  who  were  present,  with  the 
mention  of  her  name,  and  hence  the  Chief  easily  evaded 
their  questions.  But  the  Committee  sincerely  believe  that 
Mr.  Matsell  knew  whom  they  meant,  but  lest  he  did  not, 
the  Committee  now  inform  him,  and  the  whole  city,  that 
they  meant  the  odious  Madame  Restell.  If  the  Committee 
is  not  discharged,  they  will  probe  this  matter  further,  and 
again  ask  Mr.  Matsell  if  he  has  not  received  money  from 
the  one  hundred  persons  above  alluded  to,  and  strive  to 
adduce  evidence  to  substantiate  this  startling  fact. 

The  Committee  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters 
from  both  city  and  country,  respecting  the  matters  before 
them  for  consideration  ;  but  their  report  is  already  so 
voluminous  that  they  have  room  only  for  a  brief  extract 
from  one  of  the  letters  in  question,  which  they  hereby 
transmit  for  your  consideration,  and  without  comment  on 
their  part: 

“  Alderman  Briggs: 

“  Dear  Sir: — I  see  by  the  reports  of  the  Daily  Times , 
that  you  are  trying  to  hunt  up  some  of  the  latest  corrup¬ 
tions  of  the  police  system.  Now,  I  happen  to  be  an  old 
hand  at  that  bellows,  and  could  give  you  some  valuable 
information  which  I  have  treasured  up  since  Matsell  and 
others  were  perpetrating  injustice  at  the  tombs.  The  mat¬ 
ters  I  would  confide  to  you  are  very  curious,  and  ought  to 
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be  brought  up;  the  more  especially  as  one  of  the  witnesses 
to  prove  them  is  an  Alderman  of  this  city,  and  the  editor 
of  a  Sunday  paper.  A  suit  was  brought  against  Matsell 
at  the  time,  but  the  lawyer  employed  by  the  injured  party 
was  bought  up  by  a  fat  office,  and  went  out  of  the  city,  in 
order  to  stop  the  exposure.  If  this  is  worthy  of  your  at¬ 
tention,  I  can,  at  your  request,  give  you  a  clue  to  it.” 

Then  follows  the  real  name  and  address  of  the  author, 
who  is  a  very  respectable  citizen,  and  well  known  as  such 
in  this  community. 

JOHN  H.  BRIGGS, 

Chairman. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  23,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  in  answer  to  resolutions  of  inquiry,  with 
his  opinion  on  many  questions  arising  under  the  late  act 
of  the  legislature,  entitled  “  An  act  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  Intemperance,  Pauperism  and  Crime,”  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  in 
connection  with  the  opinion  of  the  District  Attorney  on 
the  same  subject. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  ) 
April  19  th,  1855.  [ 

*  To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  Common  Council: 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  several  communications 
from  the  Common  Council,  the  Mayor,  and  other  depart¬ 
ments,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  upon  many  questions  arising  under  the  late  act  of 
the  legislature,  entitled  “  An  act  for  the  prevention  of  In¬ 
temperance,  Pauperism  and  Crime,”  and,  as  many  of  these 
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relate  to  the  same  points,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  general 
reply  in  one 

REPORT. 


First. — By  the  charter  of  Montgomerie,  in  1730,  it  was 
ordained  and  granted  that  “  The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Y ork,  for  the  time  being,  and  no  other  whatsoever,  shall 
have  power  to  give  and  grant  licenses,  annually,  under  the 
public  seal  of  the  said  city,  to  all  such  persons  as  he  shall 
think  fit  to  license,  to  keep  a  tavern,  inn,  ordinary  or 
victualing  house,  and  to  sell  wine,  brandy,  rum,  strong 
waters,  cider,  beer,  ale,  or  any  other  sort  of  excisable  or 
strong  liquors  within  the  city  of  New  York,  by  retail  or 
the  small  measure,  and  to  ask,  demand  and  receive  for 
every  such  license,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  for 
each  license,  all  which  moneys,  so  received,  shall  be  used 
and  supplied  to  the  public  use”  of  the  Corporation. 

The  25th  section  of  the  late  act  of  the  legislature  having 
provided  that  no  license  to  sell  liquor,  except  as  therein 
provided,  shall  hereafter  be  granted,  the  question  arises, 
whether  the  act  in  that  particular,  unlawfully  violates  one 
of  the  rights  of  the  city  granted  by  the  charter  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  the  sale  of  liquors  has  been  con¬ 
stantly  exercised  by  the  legislature,  in  disregard  of  the 
charter,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  the  state, 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  By  the  act  of  1801, 
a  Commissioner  of  Excise  was  appointed  by  the  state, 
without  whose  license  no  sale  could  be  made.  By  the  acts 
of  1824  and  1825,  the  Mayor  was  deprived  of  his  exclusive 
privilege,  and  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  each  ward 
was  associated  with  him  in  granting  licenses,  and  no  li- 
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cense  could  be  granted  without  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  them;  and  by  the  act  of  1853  the  Councilmen  were  sub¬ 
stituted  in  the  place  of  the  Assistant  Aldermen. 

In  the  case  of  Furman  vs.  Knapp,  19  Johnson,  248,  an 
objection  was  taken  to  the  validity  of  the  act  of  1801,  as 
superseding  the  power  of  the  Mayor,  and  in  violation  of 
the  charter.  The  court,  however,  from  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  presumed  that  the  Corporation  had  given  their 
assent  to  the  act,  and  did  not  deem  it  therefore,  necessary 
to  discuss  or  consider  how  far  the  legislature,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Corporation,  might  modify  or  change  the 
charter. 

In  the  case  of  the  People  vs.  Morris,  13  Wen.,  325,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  trustees  of  the  village  of  Ogdensburg  were^ 
by  their  charter,  empowered  to  grant  licenses  for  the  sale 
of  liquors,  and  that  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  legislature, 
the  power  was  taken  away,  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
act  was  illegal.  The  court,  however,  decided  that  it  was 
a  valid  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  legislature,, 
that  the  power  conferred  by  the  charter  was  wholly  politi¬ 
cal,  and  that  it  was  an  unsound  and  even  absurd  proposi¬ 
tion,  that  political  power  conferred  by  the  legislature,  can 
become  a  vested  right  as  against  the  government  in  any  in¬ 
dividual  or  body  of  men.  If  the  charter  had  granted 
rights  of  property,  they  could  not  be  infringed;  but  political 
power ,  (and  the  right  of  licensing  the  sale  of  liquors  is 
purely  such,)  were  public  trusts,  to  be  executed,  not  for  the 
benefit  or  at  the  will  of  the  trustee,  but  for  the  common 
weal.  How  long  it  shall  exist,  or  in  what  manner  it  shall 
be  modified,  are  questions  independent  of  the  chartered 
corporations,  and  belong  exclusively  to  the  people  to  de- 


Doc.  No.  21.) 


4 


termine,  through  the  legislature,  in  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  constitution. 

In  the  case  of  Satterlee  vs.  Sutton,  in  the  Superior  Court, 
(Kent’s  Charter,  p.  243,)  it  was  contended  that  the  act  of 
the  legislature,  appointing  measurers  of  grain  for  the  city, 
and  declaring  that  no  other  person  should  measure  grain 
therein,  was  illegal,  because  it  violated  the  charter  of 
Montgomerie,  which  gave  the  appointment  of  such  officer 
to  the  Corporation  and  their  successors  forever,  with  the 
right  to  take  and  to  receive  all  fees,  profits  and  perquisites 
•arising  therefrom.  The  court,  however,  decided  that  the 
grant  to  the  Corporation  to  appoint  measurers  was  a  grant 
of  political  power,  coupled  with  no  interest,  save  the  fees, 
as  a  compensation  for  measuring:  that  the  grant  was  not 
to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  property,  or  intended  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  and  that,  therefore,  the  legislative  act 
was  valid,  and  the  charter  so  far  controlled. 

Numerous  cases  might  be  cited  to  the  same  effect,  and  it 
may  now  be  considered  well  established  law  that  all  grants 
of  political  power  to  municipal  corporations  are  held  at 
the  will  of  the  legislature,  who  may  abolish,  abridge  or 
modify  them  at  their  pleasure. 

The  constitution  of  the  state  contains  no  provision  taking 
away  this  power;  it  simply  declares  that  “  Nothing  in  the 
constitution  shall  affect  any  grants  of  land  within  this  state, 
made  by  authority  of  the  king  or  his  predecessors,  or 
shall  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  by 
him  or  them  made.” 

This,  it  will  be  seen,  imposes  no  prohibition  upon  the 
legislature,  and  was  probably  inserted,  from  abundant 
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caution,  that  the  charter  of  the  cities  should  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  swept  away  by  the  Revolution,  which  had  abolished 
the  crown  and  substituted  a  new  government.  (19  John. 
R.  249.) 

But  political  powers  must  not  be  confounded  with  rights 
of  property,  such  as  the  grants  of  land,  the  rights  of  ferry, 
the  franchise  of  the  streets,  and  other  valuable  rights, 
granted  to  the  city  by  the  charters  from  the  crown.  Such 
rights  are  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  regards  them  as  contracts,  and  prohibits  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  from  passiug  any  law  impairing 
their  obligation.  (Dartmouth  College  vs.  Woodward,  4 
Wheaton,  518.)  Over  such  right,  the  legislature  has  no 
more  control  than  over  the  private  rights  of  property 
held  by  individuals. 

The  right  to  license  the  sale  of  liquors  being  a  political 
right,  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  late  act  of  the 
legislature  is  not  an  unlawful  invasion  of  the  charter. 

Second.  Under  the  existing  laws,  the  Mayor  and  the  Aider- 
man  and  the  Councilmen  of  a  ward,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
have  the  sole  right  to  grant  and  revoke  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  liquors.  The  25th  and  26th  sections  of  the  late 
act,  declare  that  “  no  licenses  to  sell  liquor,  except  as  therein 
provided,  shall  hereafter  be  granted,”  and  that  this  prohi¬ 
bition  shall  take  effect  immediately.  The  2d  section  to 
go  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  May  next,  provides  that  citizens 
and  electors  may  keep  for  sale,  and  sell  liquors  for  certain 
specified  purposes,  upon  the  performance  of  certain  con¬ 
ditions,  approved  by  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  licenses  can  hereafter  be  grant- 
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ed  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  or  Councilmen — and  that  no 
existing  licenses  can  be  extended — the  prohibition  against 
granting  is  equally  effectual  against  the  extending  of  licen¬ 
ses,  all  of  which,  by  their  terms,  expire  on  the  1st  May 
next. 

Third.  The  3d  section  of  the  act  provides  that  “  every 
justice  of  the  peace,  police  justice,  county  judge,  city  judge, 
and  in  addition,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  each  justice  of 
the  Marine  Court  and  the  justices  of  the  District  Courts, 
and  the  Recorder,  shall  have  power  to  hear  and  determine 
charges  and  punish  offences  under  the  act,”  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  is,  whether  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  are  embraced 
within  these  designations.  They  are,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices,  justices  of  the  peace  (charter  sec.  26,)  and  this 
power  has  not  been  restricted  by  subsequent  legislation, 
except  in  regard  to  the  Aldermen,  who,  by  the  amended 
charter  of  1853,  are  not  allowed  to  sit  as  judges  in  the 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  in  the  Courts  of  General 
and  Special  Sessions,  but  my  exercise  the  power  of  magis¬ 
trates,  in  the-  arrest,  bailing  or  commitment  of  offenders. 
(Laws  of  1853,  p.  411.)  But  similar  powers,  as  justices  of 
the  peace,  also  belong  to  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  who  are,  like 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  justices  of  the  peace,  ex  officio , 
(2  R.  S.  704,  706,)  and  if  the  duty  of  executing  this  act  is 
devolved  on  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  it  must  be  shared  in 
like  manner  by  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
Courts.  The  act,  however,  specifies  the  particular  officers, 
to  whom  the  power  is  confided,  and  by  a  well  established 
rule  of  construction,  the  mention  of  one  is  the  exclusion  of 
others. 
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I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  neither  the  Mayor  nor 
the  Aldermen  are  empowered  by  this  act,  to  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  the  charges  and  punish  the  offences  arising  under 
any  of  its  provisions.  (People  vs.  Mayor,  &c.,  25  Wend. 
9;  Morrison  vs.  McDonald,  21;  Maine  551.) 

Fourth.  By  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  certain  duties 
are  imposed  upon  “  every  sheriff,  under  sheriff,  deputy 
sheriff,  constable,  marshal  and  policeman,”  and  by  the 
amended  charters  of  1830  and  1849,  the  Mayor  is  declared 
to  be  “  the  head  of  the  police  department  ”  of  the  city,  and 
is  required  “  to  exercise  a  constant  supervision  and  con¬ 
trol  over  the  conduct  and  acts  of  all  subordinate  officers.” 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Mayor  is  not  authorized  to» 
perform  any  other  duty  under  the  act,  than  to  require  all 
policemen  in  his  department  to  perform  the  duties  enjoin¬ 
ed  upon  them  by  the  act. 

Fifth.  It  is  important  that  the  Mayor,  in  his  directions 
to  the  police  force  in  his  department,  should  guard  against 
any  infraction  of  that  portion  of  the  law  which  declares 
that  the  first  section  of  the  act  “  shall  not  apply  to  liquors, 
the  right  to  sell  which,  in  this  state,  is  given  by  any  law 
or  treaty  of  the  United  States.”  None  of  the  penalties  of 
the  act  apply  to  such  liquors,  and  policemen  will  not  be 
authorized  to  seize  any  such  liquors,  or  the  vessels  in  which 
they  shall  be  contained.  It  becomes  important,  therefore, 
to  inquire  what  liquors  are  allowed  to  be  sold  by  any  law 
or  treaty  of  the  United  States. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Brown  vs.  The  State  of  Maryland,  12  Wheaton  419,  have 
decided  that  an  article,  authorized  by  a  law  of  Congress 
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to  be  imported,  continued  to  be  a  part  of  the  foreign  com¬ 
merce  of  the  country,  while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  importer  for  sale  in  the  original  bale,  package  or  ves¬ 
sel  in  which  it  was  imported.  That  the  authority  given 
to  import,  necessarily  carried  with  it  the  right  to  sell  the 
imported  article  in  the  form  and  shape  in  which  it  was 
imported,  and  that  no  state,  either  by  direct  assessment  or 
by  requiring  a  license  from  the  importer  before  he  was 
permitted  to  sell,  could  impose  any  burden  upon  him  or 
upon  the  property  imported,  beyond  what  the  law  of  Con¬ 
gress  had  itself  imposed;  but  that  when  original  packages 
were  broken  up  for  use  or  for  retail,  by  the  importer,  and 
also  when  the  commodity  had  passed  from  his  hands  into 
£hc  hands  of  a  purchaser,  it  ceased  to  be  an  import,  and 
become  subject  to  the  law  of  the  state,  and  might  be  taxed 
for  state  purposes,  and  the  sale  regulated  by  the  state,  like 
any  other  property. 

It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  the  act  does  not  apply 
to  liquors  in  the  original  packages,  or  to  importers  who 
sell  them.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  act  con¬ 
tains  a  general  exemption  of  “  all  liquors”  the  right  to  sell 
which  is  given  by  any  law  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  allow  all  imported 
articles  of  foreign  commerce  to  be  sold,  but  the  several 
states  may,  if  they  think  proper,  forbid  or  regulate  their 
sale,  after  the  articles  have  been  broken  up  from  their 
original  packages,  and  have  entered  into  domestic  com¬ 
merce.  If  this  law  had  simply  declared  that  it  should 
not  apply  to  imported  liqors,  before  they  had  been  broken 
in  bulk,  and  sold  by  the  importers,  it  would  simply  have 
been  a  provision  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of 
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the  United  States,  as  expounded  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  it  would  have  been  merely  a  lawful 
exercise  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  to  its  entire  ex¬ 
tent;  but  it  goes  beyond  such  a  declaration,  and  provides 
that  it  shall  not  apply  to  the  sale  of  any  liquors ,  allowed  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold,  and  makes  no  ex¬ 
ception.  whether  such  liquors  be  in  the  original  packages 
of  importation,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  or  subse¬ 
quent  purchasers.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  limit  the  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  original  packages,  or  to  the  importer,  it  would 
have  so  declared.  The  exception  applies  neither  to  the 
form  in  which,  or  the  persons  by  whom,  or  the  time,  at 
which  the  liquors  shall  be  sold,  but  is  general  in  its  terms,, 
and  applies  to  all  ■  liquors  which  may,  at  any  time,  be  sold 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Police  will  not  be 
justified  in  attempting  to  enforce  the  penalties  of  this  act 
against  imported  liquors,  or  their  sale,  by  whomsoever 
made. 

But  upon  the  exemptions  arising  under  the  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  I  beg  leave  to  defer  any  opinion  until 
I  have  had  more  time  to  examine  them  than  I  have  been 
able  yet  to  bestow. 

As  the  penalties  cannot  be  enforced  until  after  the 
Fourth  of  July  next,  no  injury  can  result  from  the  delay. 

Sixth. — As  no  parts  of  the  act  go  into  effect  until  the 
fourth  of  July  next,  except  the  second,  twenty-fifth  and 
twenty-sixth  sections  before  referred  to,  it  is  important  to 
inquire  whether  any  penalties  are  attached  to  the  sale  of 
liquors  prior  to  the  4th  of  July  next;  on  that  day,  and  for 
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offences  subsequently  committed,  the  penalties  provided 
by  the  act  apply,  and  not  before.  And  if  the  penalties 
enforced  by  existing  laws,  be  inapplicable,  then  the  sales 
of  liquors  between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  4th  of  July 
next,  are  wholly  unrestricted;  a  delicate  and  important 
question  arises  whether  this  be  so,  the  solution  of  which 
must  depend  upon  a  close  examination  of  the  statutes  on 
the  subject. 

The  sales  of  liquors  by  retail  were  never  free  within 
the  city  of  New  York;  by  the  charters  of  1686  and  1730, 
no  such  sales  could  be  made  without  license;  the  acts  of 
1801, 1824,  1825  and  1827,  after  providing  for  the  mode 
in  which  licenses  may  be  obtained,  declare,  in  effect,  that 
if  any  person  shall  sell  liquors,  with  certain  exceptions, 
without  being  licensed,  he  shall  be  subject  to  certain  pen¬ 
alties.  The  present  act  has  abolished  the  licenses  men¬ 
tioned  in  these  sections  of  the  existing  laws;  such  licenses 
cannot  now  be  granted  or  obtained,  and  the  question  is, 
whether,  by  abolishing  the  license,  the  act  has  also  abol¬ 
ished  the  prohibition,  or  whether  the  prohibition  remains 
in  full  force.  The  present  act  has  nowhere  expressly  re¬ 
pealed  the  existing  laws;  it  simply  declares  that  “  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts,  and  all  charters  and  parts  of  charters,  incon¬ 
sistent  with  this  act ,  are  hereby  repealed.  The  existing 
laws  prohibit  sales  without  a  license,  the  present  law 
abolishes  the  license,  or  rather,  substitutes  a  modified  and 
restricted  license,  and  imposes  penalties  for  its  violation. 
Does  the  act  thereby  repeal  the  existing  prohibition  ?  Is 
the  continuance  of  the  prohibition  necessarily  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  the  act  ?  Inasmuch  as  the  violations  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  laws  are  declared  to  be  misdemeanors ,  their  prose¬ 
cution  belongs  to  the  criminal  department  of  the  govern- 
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ment,  and  the  consideration  of  this  question  belongs,  ap¬ 
propriately  to  the  District  Attorney,  who  has  delivered 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Seventh — The  Common  Council,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  has  passed  an  ordinance  establishing  extra 
rents  for  the  use  of  the  Croton  water,  and  has  therein  pro¬ 
vided  that  hotels,  porter-houses,  taverns  and  groceries, 
shall  be  charged  the  extra  rates. 

It  is  a  general  principle,  that  no  person  can  recover  at 
law  for  any  work  done,  or  services  rendered,  or  supplies 
furnished,  which  he  shall  have  done  or  rendered  knowing¬ 
ly ,  in  aid  of  a  business  or  undertaking  illegal  by  statute. 

It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  the  occupations  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  ordinance  will  be  necessarily  engaged  in  any 
business  in  contravention  of  the  statute.  Indeed,  it  must 
be  presumed  that  such  portions  of  their  business,  as  are 
declared  to  be  illegal  by  the  act,  will  be  abandoned. 
Water  is  a  necessity  of  life,  and  is  not  used  in  such  estab- 
ments  exclusively  in  aid  of  the  sale  of  liquors.  No  con¬ 
tract  for  the  use  of  it  could  be  avoided,  unless  it  were 
clearly  proved  that  it  was  made  by  both  parties,  with  the 
criminal  intent  to  aid  in  an  unlawful  traffic.  No  such  intent 
would  ever  be  entertained  by,  or  could  be  proved  against 
the  Corporation,  and  I  consider  the  idea  quite  chimerical 
that  any  such  defence  to  an  action  for  the  use  of  water 
could  be  sustained. 

Respectfully  submitted,  » 

ROBERT  J.  DILLON. 
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OPINION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  ATTORNEY 

EXCISE  PENALTIES. 


Mayor’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  April  16, 1855.  j 

My  Dear  Sir: — Please  inform  me  what  will  be  the 
criminal  regulations  affecting  the  sale  of  liquor  in  this 
city,  after  the  first  of  May  ensuing,  and  until  the  operation 
of  the  prohibitory  law — and  what  evidence  is  required  to 
enforce  them. 

At  the  same  time,  please  reply  what  will  be  the  law 
governing  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic,  until  July  4,  1855. 

V ery  respectfully,  yours, 

RNANDO  WOOD. 

A.  Oakey  Hall,  Esq., 

District  Attorney. 


District  Attorney’s  Office,  \ 
New  York,  April  18, 1855.  j 

My  Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  in  note  of 
yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

The  excise  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  never  ap¬ 
plied  to  New  York  city.  (See  section  29  of  title  9,  ch.  20, 
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part  1.)  Chartered  privileges  substantially  regulated  our 
excise  to  the  year  1824.  Until  tire  recent  act,  the  statutes 
of  1824,  1825  and  1833,  provided  excise  regulations  and 
penalties.  (Hoffman’s  Treatise  on  Powers  of  Corp.  pp. 
54  and  62.)  By  acts  of  1824  and  1825,  a  peculiar  Board 
of  Excise  was  established  to  give  license  for  sale  of  liquor. 
They  who  were  not  “  licensed  as  aforesaid”  or  “according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended and  they  who 
sold  in  defiance  of  that  act,  were  liable  to  penalty  and  in¬ 
dictment.  The  act  of  1833,  page  14,  gave  to  Corporation 
ordinances,  which  regulated  licenses,  etc.,  the  effect  of 
statutes,  and  raised  their  infraction  to  the  grade  of  mis¬ 
demeanors. 

In  the  absence  of  prohibition,  or  of  a  license  system, 
with  penalties  attached,  the  sale  of  liquor  is  free.  It  is 
the  necessity  for  the  license,  coupled  with  the  ability,  if 
one  chooses  to  obtain  license,  which  creates  the  excise 
offences.  Selling  liquor — an  act  lawful  in  itself — becomes 
unlawful  when  it  is  transacted  contrary  to  prescribed 
forms  and  regulations,  and  in  the  face  of  declared  penal¬ 
ties  of  the  local  Board  of  Excise. 

Section  25  of  the  recent  act,  (which  section  is  now  in 
force,)  provides  that  “  no  license  to  sell  liquor,  except  as 
herein  provided,  shall  hereafter  be  granted.”  There  is 
prescribed  no  mode  of  license  under  this  exception,  until 
May  1st,  (even  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  permit  of  section 
2  is  a  license,)  when  the  section  2d  comes  into  effect. 

These  two  sections  will  constitute  our  excise  law  until 
July  4,  when  the  entire  prohibitory  law  becomes  opera- 
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tive.  Tlie  penalties  attached  to  selling  without  the 
permit  of  section  2,  are  embraced  by  sections  1  and  4,  not 
to  be  in  force  until  July.  The  penalties  of  our  late  excise 
laws  attach  to  the  neglect  to  take  out  the  old  specific 
license,  (see  section  2  of  1824,  and  section  2  of  1825,) 
and  they  cannot  be  applied  in  place  of  the  suspended 
penalties  of  the  new  act.  It  was,  perhaps,  an  omission  in 
the  legislature,  when  founding  a  new  license,  to  give  no 
immediate  penalty.  I  suppose  the  confusion  and  defect  to 
have  arisen  through  the  change  from  the  original  reading 
of  section  25th,  (which  gave  the  act  effect  May  1,  and 
placed  license  and  penalties  in  concurrent  operation,)  to 
the  present  reading,  which  throws  the  prohibition  and 
penalty  sections,  necessary  to  give  vitality  to  section  2, 
into  July,  and  this  change  was  not  material  in  respect  to 
the  penalty  under  the  state  law,  but  only  as  it  affected 
the  local  excises  of  New  York  city. 

You  may  well  conceive  that  a  naked  abrogation  of  pilot 
licenses,  ferry  licenses,  peddler  licenses,  etc.,  etc.,  without 
a  substitution  of  new  ones,  or  if  substituting  new  ones,  in 
nowise  aiding  them  by  penalty,  would  have  the  effect  to 
make  those  privileges  as  free  as  by  the  common  law  they 
were  before  license  regulated  them. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  as  the  law  will  stand  from  May  1 
to  July  4,  with  the  old  licenses  expiring  May  1,  and  no 
new  ones  permittted  upon  the  old  system,  to  which  the 
late  pains  and  penalties  attached,  these  latter  are  defunct. 
Until  July  4th  shall  come,  there  exists  by  law  no  prohibi¬ 
tion  against  selling,  and  not  until  this  date  are  the  new 
and  suitable  penalties  to  be  in  force.  The  new  permit 
of  section  2  is  yet  bald,  and  bestows  no  privileges. 
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The  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  operate  upon 
the  theory  that  the  local  licenses  can  be  granted.  They 
are  incompatible  with  the  new  legislative  provisions,  and 
must  fall.  (Hoff.  Treat,  on  Corp.,  page  43.  Mayor  vs. 
Nichols,  4  Hill,  209.) 

Upon  Sunday,  the  state  law,  which  applies  to  New  York 
city,  prohibits  the  retail  and  sale  of  liquor  on  that  day. 
A  penalty  is  given.  But  this  is  a  matter  exclusively  for 
the  cognizance  of  the  Corporation  Attorney.  The  new 
ordinance  regarding  Sunday  traffic  is  so  inseparably  con¬ 
nected  with  the  license  provisions,  now  null  and  of  no 
effect,  that  it  is  inoperative. 

The  nuisance  clause,  although  said  to  take  effect  imme¬ 
diately,  is  not  operative  until  July  4,  because  not  until 
then  will  the  keeping  of  liquor  be  in  contravention  of  that 
or  of  any  other  act. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  OAKEY  HALL. 


To  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 


~~ — .rurr-** 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  23,  1855. 


The  .  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz:  “  Resolved , 
That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board,  be,  and  he  is  here  by  di¬ 
rected,  to  have  five  hundred  copies  of  all  the  laws 
which  passed  during  the  late  session  of  the  legislature, 
relative  to  the  city  of  New  York,  printed  in  pamphlet 
form. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk , 


AN  ACT 

RESPECTING  EXCAVATIONS  IN  THE  CITIES  OF  NEW  YORK  AND 
BROOKLYN. 

Passed  January  24,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  That  whenever  excavations,  hereafter  com¬ 
menced,  for  building  or  other  purposes,  on  any  lot  or 
piece  of  land  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  and  the 
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city  of  Brooklyn,  shall  be  intended  *to  be  carried  to  the 
depth  of  more  than  ten  feet  below  the  curb,  and  there 
shall  be  any  party  or  other  wall,  wholly  or  partly  on  ad¬ 
joining  land,  and  standing  upon  or  near  the  boundary 
lines  of  such  lot,  the  person  causing  such  excavations  to  be 
made,  if  afforded  the  necessary  license  to  enter  on  the  ad¬ 
joining  land  and  not  otherwise,  shall  at  all  times,  from  the 
commencement  until  the  completion  of  such  excavations, 
at  his  own  expense,  preserve  such  wall  from  injury,  and 
so  support  the  same  by  a  proper  foundation,  that  it  shall 
remain  as  stable  as  before  such  excavations  were  com¬ 
menced  . 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  op  New  Yoke,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  )  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 
of  the  whole  of  the  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this 
office,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  this  thirtieth 
S‘J  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 

dred  and  fifty -five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


3 


(Doc.  No.  22* 


AN  ACT 

TO  ENABLE  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
TO  TAKE  TESTIMONY  IN  MATTERS  REFERRED  FOR  INVES¬ 
TIGATION  OR  INQUIRY. 

Passed  February  9, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  Clerk  of  either  Board  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  his  deputy,  may  issue 
subpoenas  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before 
any  Committee  of  such  Board. 

§  2.  The  Chairman  of  any  such  Committee  may  admin¬ 
ister  oaths  and  affirmations  to  witnesses  appearing  before 
the  Committee,  and  may  require  such  witness  to  testify  in 
respect  to  any  matters  pending  before  the  Committee. 

§  8.  Upon  the  presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  of  due 
service  of  such  subpoena,  and  a  failure  to  obey  the  same, 
or  of  a  refusal,  by  any  person  appearing  before  such  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  take  the  oatlji  or  affirmation,  or  to  answer  any 
proper  question,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,, 
to  whom  the  same  shall  be  presented,  to  issue  an  order, 
returnable  at  an  early  day,  requiring  the  person  so  failing 
or  refusing,  to  show  cause  why  an  attachment  should  not 
issue  against  him,  and  to  adopt  other  and  further  measures 
to  compel  the  witness  to  appear  and  testify,  and  to  punish 
disobedience,  as  if  the  matter  were  legally  pending  in  said 
court. 
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§  4.  False  swearing  before  any  such  Committee,  or  in 
any  such  proceedings  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  perjury, 
and  punishable  as  such. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office .  [  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  with 

the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  certify  that  the 
same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of 
said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at 
[l.  s.J  the  city  of  Albany,  this  ninth  day  of  Feb¬ 

ruary,  1855. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF  THE  FIREMEN  IN  THE  CITY 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  March  29,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  JYew  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the 
New  York  Fire  Department,  five  Commissioners,  at  the 
time,  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  be  denom¬ 
inated  “The  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  De¬ 
partment.7’ 
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§  2.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  be  elected  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  Tuesday  in  May,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  the  said 
representatives  shall  designate;  and  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  shall  be  requisite  to  a  choice. 

§  3.  The  first  election  for  Commissioners,  under  this  act, 
shall  take  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next;  and 
within  ten  days  after  such  election,  the  persons  so  elected 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  president  of  the  New  York 
Fire  Department,  draw  for  the  term  of  their  respective 
offices — say  one  for  the  term  of  five  years,  one  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  one  for  the  term  of  three  years,  one  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  and  one  for  the  term  of  one  year — and 
annually  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  one  Commis¬ 
sioner,  to  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

§  4.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  either,  or  all  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  either  by  death,  removal  or  resig¬ 
nation,  the  said  representatives  shall  proceed,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter  to  fill  said  vacancy  or  vacancies;  and  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  hold  their  office  only 
for  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term. 

§  5.  In  the  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  either  or  all 
of  the  said  Commissioners  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  im¬ 
posed  upon  them  by  this  act,  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  New  York  shall  have  power  to  remove  said  Com¬ 
missioner  or  Commissioners;  such  removal  to  take  place 
only  upon  the  petition  of  the  said  representatives  thereof. 

§  6.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  such  Commissioner 
unless  he  shall  be,  at  the  time  of  such  election,  an  exempt 
fireman,  and  shall  have  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  New 
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York  Fire  Department  for  at  least  three  years  prior  to 
said  election. 

§  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  secretary 
of  the  New  York  Fire  Department  to  certify  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Couucil,  the  names  of  the  persons  so  elected  Commis¬ 
sioners. 

§  8.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  nominate,  and  the 
Common  Council  shall  appoint,  a  clerk  at  a  salary  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  five  hundred  dollars  a  year;  and  the  Commission¬ 
ers  and  clerk  shall  take  an  oath  to  well  and  faithfully  per¬ 
form  their  office. 

§  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to 
inquire  into  the  applications  for  the  organization  of  volun¬ 
teer  fire  companies;  and  the  result  of  such  inquiry,  whether 
in  favor  or  against  said  application,  shall  be  certified  by 
them,  through  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  for  confirmation.  No  volunteer  fire  companies  shall 
be  organized,  unless  approved  by  said  Commissioners,  save 
as  provided  for  hereafter,  in  section  twelve. 

§  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department,  to  present  to  said  Commissioners  the 
names  of  all  persons  applying  to  be  volunteer  firemen,  and 
of  all  persons  expelled  or  resigned  from  the  Department; 
and  on  the  same  being  duly  investigated  and  determined 
by  them,  they  shall  certify  the  result  of  action  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  shall  thereupon  return  the  same  to  the 
Common  Council  for  their  approval. 

§  11.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  have  cognizances  of 
all  complaints  against  volunteer  firemen  for  riotous  or  dis- 
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orderly  conduct  at  fires  or  alarms  of  fire,  or  for  violation 
of  any  of  the  state  or  city  laws  respecting  the  firemen  of 
the  city  of  New  York;  they  shall  diligently  inquire  into 
the  same,  and  if  the  parties  so  charged  shall  be  proved 
guilty,  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to 
suspend  or  remove  such  firemen,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Common  Council. 

§  12.  Should  any  disagreement  arise  between  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  and  the  said  Commissioners,  in  regard  to  any 
decision  of  the  latter,  under  the  ninth,  tenth  and  eleventh 
sections  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  referred  back  to  the 
Commissioners  for  reconsideration;  and  should  the  said 
Commissioners  refuse  to  recede  therefrom,  or  reconsider 
the  same,  then  their  action  shall  be  final,  unless  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  Board,  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  said 
action  shall  have  been  certified  to  them,  overrule  such  de¬ 
cision. 

§  13.  The  said  Commissioners  may  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of 
their  duties,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  city  or 
state  of  New  York,  or  of  the  United  States. 

§  14.  The  chairman  of  said  Commissioners  may  admin¬ 
ister  oaths  and  affirmations  to  witnesses  appearing  before 
them,  and  may  require  such  witnesses  to  testify  in  respect 
to  any  matters  pending  before  the  Commissioners;  and 
should  such  witness  or  witnesses,  after  being  duly  notified, 
refuse  to  attend,  the  Commissioners  may  apply  to  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  upon  proper  proof 
being  made  of  the  service  of  notice,  the  said  justice  shall 
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issue  an  attachment  compelling  the  attendance  of  such  wit¬ 
ness  or  witnesses. 

§  15.  False  swearing  before  said  Commissioners  shall 
be  deemed  perjury,  and  punishable  as  such. 

§  16.  The  Common  Council  shall,  in  addition  to  the  fire 
cap  now  in  use,  design  a  badge,  one  of  which  shall  be  worn 
by  every  fireman  when  on  duty  as  such  and  by  such  exempt 
firemen  as  the  Board  of  Commissioners  may  give  permis¬ 
sion  to  in  writing,  and  they  shall  pass  such  ordinances  as 
may  be  requisite  to  prevent  the  approach  of  persons  other 
than  firemen  or  policemen  to  the  vicinity  of  fires. 

§  17 •  Any  person  who  shall  falsely  represent  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
or  who  shall  maliciously,  with  intent  to  deceive,  use  or 
imitate  any  of  the  signs,  fire  caps,  badges,  signals  or  de¬ 
vices  adopted  or  used  by  the  Fire  Department,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  seventy-five  dollars,  or  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  less  than  ten  days,  or  more  than  three  months;  and  all 
fines  so  collected  to  be  paid  over  to  the  trustees  of  the 
New  York  Fire  Department  Fund. 

§  18.  The  term  “  volunteer  .firemen,”  shall  be  understood 
as  applying  to  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  who  may  here¬ 
after  become  members  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  as  at  present  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  state,  and  of  said  city. 

§  19.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws,  now  existing,  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  which  are  inconsistent  with  all  or  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 
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§  20.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  May  next. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office.  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  certify  that 
it  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of 
said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
j-j  .  g  j  the  city  of  Albany,  this  thirty-first  day 

of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  PRESERVA¬ 
TION  OF  THE  HARBOR  OF  NEW  YORK  FROM  ENCROACHMENTS, 
AND  TO  PREVENT  OBSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  NECESSARY  NAVI¬ 
GATION  THEREOF. 

Passed  March  30, 1855,  three-fifths  being  present. 
Whereas,  It  is  represented  to  the  legislature  that  the 
harbor  of  New  York  has  become  much  obstructed  by  the 
erection  of  piers,  wharves,  and  bulkheads,  and  by  other 
causes,  and  that  grants  of  rights  to  occupy  land  under  its 
waters  have  been  made,  and  are  liable  to  be  made,  with¬ 
out  sufficient  information  of  the  extent  of  the  injury  that 
may  be  inflicted  by  such  occupation,  by  narrowing  the 
channel  and  otherwise;  with  the  view  therefore,  of  obtaining 
the  proper  information  to  enable  the  legislature  to  control 
such  erections,  and  prevent  such  injury: 
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The  People  of  the  State  of  JYew  York,  represented  in  Senate 

and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows .“ 

§  1.  A  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor,  to  consist  of  five  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  citizens  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ap¬ 
pointed  in  their  place  or  in  the  places  of  any  of  them,  is 
hereby  created,  who  shall  have  power,  and  whose  duty  it 
shall  be: 

1.  To  cause  the  necessary  surveys  and  examinations  of 
the  said  harbor,  and  the  adjacent  lands,  to  be  made  by 
skillful  persons,  and  to  obtain  all  needful  information  from 
other  sources,. in  order  to  ascertain  the  present  condition 
of  the  said  harbor,  particularly  whether  the  navigation 
thereof  is  improperly  obstructed,  and  whether,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  present  and  probable  future  commerce  of  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  any  further  extension 
of  piers,  wharves  or  bulkheads,  into  the  said  harbor,  ought 
to  be  allowed,  and  to  what  extent;  and  whether  any 
grants,  already  made  by  the  legislature,  or  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  land  office,  or  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  for  the  filling  up  of  any  land  under 
water  of  the  said  harbor,  will,  if  executed,  impair  or  ob¬ 
struct  the  necessary  navigation  of  the  said  harbor: 

2.  To  report  to  the  legislature  from  time  to  time,  and 
as  soon  as  practicable,  and  at  least  by  the  second  Tuesday 
of  January  next,  the  result  of  the  information  thus  ob¬ 
tained,  and  the  evidence  upon  which  the  same  shall  be 
founded: 

3.  To  recommend,  submit  and  present  to  the  legislature 
the  establishment  of  such  exterior  lines,  in  different  parts 
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of  the  said  harbor,  opposite  and  along  the  water  fronts  of 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  the  county  of  Kings 
and  county  of  Richmond,  and  beyond  which,  no  erection 
or  permanent  obstruction  of  any  kind  should  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  be  made: 

4.  To  recommend  to  the  legislature  such  provisions  as 
the  said  commissioners  deem  necessary,  in  respect  to  the 
enlarging  or  filling  up  of  slips,  coves  and  recesses;  the  size, 
position  and  extent  of  piers,  wharves,  bulkheads,  or  other 
erections  or  improvements  within  the  exterior  water  line, 
and  a  suitable  rate  of  wharfage  for  vessels  using  the  same, 
and  the  laying  out  and  establishing  such  piers  and  wharves, 
and  leaving  open  space  between  and  under  them,  and  in 
respect  to  any  and  every  matter  and  thing  calculated  to 
preserve  forever  the  free  navigation  of  said  harbor: 

5.  To  have  prepared,  and  submit  with  their  report,  maps 
of  the  said  harbor,  exhibiting  the  exterior  lines  recom¬ 
mended  by  them,  and  the  lines  of  the  existing  piers, 
wharves  and  bulkheads,  and  of  any  grants  of  land  under 
water  in  the  said  harbor  which  have  not  been  occupied; 
and  also  the  original  shore  line  as  far  as  the  same  can  be 
ascertained,  accompanied  with  such  field  notes,  measure¬ 
ments,  and  elucidations  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  a 
full  exposition  and  understanding  of  the  subject: 

6.  To  inquire  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  laying 
out  on  the  East  river,  a  street  on  the  permanent  water 
line  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  to  be  called  West  street;  also, 
to  report  upon  the  power,  practicability  and  utility  of 
establishing  a  boundary  line  for  the  counties  of  Kings, 
Queens  and  New  York,  in  the  East  river. 
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§  2.  No-  grants  of  land  under  the  waters  in  respect  to 
which  the  said  commissioners  are  herein  required  to  report, 
shall  he  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  land  office  or 
of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  by 
any  board,  officer  or  corporation,  until  the  further  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  legislature  in  the  premises.  And  the  said  com¬ 
missioners  may,  by  their  order  in  writing,  restrain  and  stay 
all  proceedings  until  the  further  direction  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  by  virtue  of  any  grant  of  land  under  the  said  waters 
heretofore  made,  and  all  permanent  erections  in,  or  ob¬ 
structions  of  the  said  waters,  which  in  their  judgment  may 
interfere  with  or  embarrass  the  establishment  of  such  ex¬ 
terior  lines  as  they  shall  deem  proper  to  recommend  to 
the  legislature,  which  order  shall  be  enforced,  and  diso¬ 
bedience  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  second  judicial  district,  at  any  special  or  general 
term  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
as  in  cases  of  injunctions1  issued  out  of  such  court.  And 
any  permanent  erection  or  obstructions  made  contrary  to 
any  such  order,  may  be  removed  and  abated  by  the  said 
commissioners. 

§  3.  The  said  commissioners  shall  take  and  file  in  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in 
the  constitution,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  ap¬ 
pointment.  They  shall  not  bo  or  become  interested,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly,  in  any  water  rights,  or  rights  to  occu¬ 
py  land  under  water  in  the  said  harbor,  nor  in  any  real 
estate  that  can  in  any  way  be  benefited  or  effected  by  the 
establishment  of  the  said  exterior  lines,  or  by  any  mea¬ 
sures  they  may  recommend.  And  on  proof  being  made 
to  the  governor  of  any  of  said  commissioners  being  so 
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interested,  and  upon  a  hearing  of  the  party  so  charged,  he 
may  be  removed  from  office  by  the  governor. 

§  4.  Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
caused  by  removal,  resignation,  refusal  to  serve,  or  other¬ 
wise,  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  governor  of 
a  citizen  not  interested  as  aforesaid. 

§  5.  The  acts  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Commission¬ 
ers,  at  any  meeting  of  the  whole  number,  or  at  any  meet¬ 
ing  of  four  members  held  pursuant  to  adjournment,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  the  acts  of  the  Board,  and  shall  be  deem¬ 
ed  valid  as  such. 

§  6.  The  said  commissioners  may  employ  surveyors, 
agents,  workmen,  and  others  necessary  to  the  discharge  of 
their  duties;  and  they  and  their  agents  and  servants  may 
enter  upon  any  land  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  or  ob¬ 
taining  any  information  on  the  subject  of  their  appoint¬ 
ment. 

§  7.  Each  commissioner  shall  receive  five  dollars  for 
every  day  actually  employed  by  him  in  the  duties  of  his 
said  appointment,  and  his  actual  traveling  expenses  when 
absent  from  his  residence.  The  said  allowances,  together 
with  the  bills  for  the  services  of  the  surveyors,  agents, 
and  others  employed  by  the  commissioners,  and  all  other 
expenses  incurred  by  them,  the  correctness  of  which  is  cer¬ 
tified  by  a  majority  of  the  board,  shall  be  audited  by  the 
Comptroller  and  paid  on  his  warrant  by  the  treasurer  out 
of  any  money  belonging  to  the  general  fund,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

§  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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State  op  New  York,  > 

Secretary’s  Office.  $  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  l^w  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transeript  therefrom,  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the 
[l  s  ]  city  of  Albany,  this  sixth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON,  . 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  LEGALIZE  THE  ACTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  SUPERVISORS  IN 
THE.  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  March  31, 1855— Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Neio  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  resolution  passed  December  fourteenth,  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  the  following 
words,  viz:  “  Resolved ,  That  the  salary  of  the  Receiver  of 
Taxes  be  fixed  at  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  that 
of  the  deputy  receiver  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  that  of  the  first  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars,  that  of 
second,  third  and  fourth  clerks,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars 
each  per  annum,  and  that  the  salary  of  the  messenger  be 
fixed  at  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  take  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
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four/'  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  and  of  binding 
force. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  op  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  foregoing 
with  an  original  law  deposited  in  this  office,  and  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 
whole  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  Al- 
fL*  S,  J  bany,  this  sixth  day  of  April,  1855. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State, 


AN  ACT 

TO  LEGALIZE  THE  ACTION  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS  IN 
THB  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  March  31, 1855 — Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  resolution,  passed  December  twenty-seventh,. 
a.  d.,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
in  the  following  words,  viz: — “  Resolved,  That  the  police 
justices  be  paid  for  extra  services,  in  addition  to  their  pres¬ 
ent  salary,  at  the  rate  of  one-sixth  of  the  compensation 
they  now  receive,  and  that  this  resolution  take  effect  on 
and  from  the  eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty-two/7  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  and 
binding  force. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  } 

Secretary’s  Office.  $  1  have  compared  the  foregoing 

with  an  original  law,  filed  in  this  office,  and  certify  that 
the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal  at 
[l.  s.]  Albany,  this  sixth  day  of  April,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PROPERTY  AND  MONEY  TAKEN  FROM  PER¬ 
SONS  ARRESTED  AND  ACCUSED  OF  CRIMES  IN  THE  CITY  OF 
NEW  YORK  AND  BROOKLYN. 

Passed  April  9, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  Whenever  any  goods,  chattels  or  money,  shall  be 
taken  from  any  person  or  persons  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
or  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  charged  with  the  commission  of 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  the  same  shall  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  a  police  court  and  properly  marked  and  in¬ 
ventoried  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the 
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property  clerk,  together  with  the  time  the  same  was  so 
taken  from  such  person,  and  the  name  of  such  person,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  name  or  names  of  the  parties,  if  any,  who 
claim  such  property  or  money,  and  a  copy  of  such  inven¬ 
tory  shall  be  given  to  the  party  from  whom  the  same  was 
taken,  and  such  property  and  money  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  property  clerk  of  the  committing  magistrate.  In 
case  said  property  or  money  shall  not,  within  ten  days 
after  such  arrest  and  seizure,  be  claimed  by  any  other  per¬ 
son. or  persons,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  person 
from  whom  the  same  was  taken,  and  to  no  other  person, 
either  attorney,  agent,  factor  or  clerk.  In  case  said  pro¬ 
perty  or  money  shall  within  said  ten  days  be  claimed  by 
any  other  person  or  persons,  it  shall  be  retained  by  such 
clerk  until  after  the  discharge  or  conviction  of  the  person 
from  whom  the  same  was  taken  ;  and  if  such  claimant  or 
claimants  shall  establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commit¬ 
ting  magistrate,  that  lie  or  they  are  the  rightful  owners, 
the  same  shall  be  restored  to  him  or  them,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  the  Court  of  Sessions;  otherwise,  it  shall  be 
returned  to  the  accused,  personally,  and  not  to  any  attor¬ 
ney,  agent,  factor  or  clerk  of  such  accused  person. 

§  2.  Any  officer  or  other  person  offending  against  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  one 
month,  nor  more  than  six  months,  or  by  fine  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  thousand  dollars,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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State  op  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  \  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  sixteenth  day  of 
[l.  s.]  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  INTEMPERANCE,  PAUPERISM 
AND  CRIME. 

Passed  April  9, 1855,  three-fifths  being  present. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  JVew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  Intoxicating  liquor,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  not  be  sold,  or  kept  for  sale,  or  with  intent  to  be 
sold,  by  any  person,  for  himself  or  any  other  person,  in 
any  place  whatsoever;  nor  shall  it  be  given  away  (except 
as  a  medicine,  by  physicians  pursuing  the  practice  of 
medicine  as  a  business,  or  for  sacramental  purposes,)  nor 
be  kept  with  intent  to  be  given  away  in  any  place  what¬ 
soever,  except  in  a  dwelling-house,  in  which,  or  in  part  of 
which,  no  tavern,  store,  grocery,  shop,  boarding  or  victual¬ 
ing  house,  or  a  room  for  gambling,  dancing,  or  other  public 
amusement  or  recreation,  of  any  kind  is  kept;  nor  shall  it 
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be  kept  or  deposited  in  any  place  whatsoever,  except  in 
such  dwelling-house,  as  above  described,  or  in  a  church 
or  place  of  worship,  for  sacramental  purposes,  or  in  a 
place  where  either  some  chemical,  mechanical,  or  medic¬ 
inal  art,  requiring  the  use  of  liquor,  is  carried  on  as  a 
regular  branch  of  business,  or  while  in  actual  transporta¬ 
tion  from  one  place  to  another,  or  stored  in  a  warehouse 
prior  to  its  reaching  the  place  of  its  destination.  This 
section  shall  not  apply  to  liquor,  the  right  to  sell  which 
in  this  state  is  given  by  any  law  or  treaty  of  the  United 
States. 

§  2.  Any  citizen,  of  good  moral  character,  who  is  an 
elector  of  the  town  or  city  where  he  intends  to  sell  in¬ 
toxicating  liquor,  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  who  is  not  a 
peddler,  nor  the  keeper  of,  or  interested  in  any  boarding 
or  victualing  house,  grocery  or  fruit  store,  or  any  bar¬ 
room,  confectionery,  inn,  tavern,  or  other  place  of  public 
entertainment,  or  the  keeper  of,  or  interested  in  any 
museum,  theatre  or  other  place  of  public  amusement,  nor 
the  captain,  commandant,  agent,  clerk  or  servant  of  or  on 
any  vessel,  boat  or  water  craft  of  any  kind  whatever,  may 
keep  for  sale,  and  iqay  sell  intoxicating  liquor  and  alcohol, 
for  mechanical,  chemical  or  medicinal  purposes,  and  wine 
for  sacramental  use;  provided  he  shall,  within  one  year 
previous,  have  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county 
in  which  such  liquor  is  to  be  sold,  an  undertaking,  exe¬ 
cuted  by  himself  and  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to 
be  approved  by  the  county  judge  of  the  said  county,  or  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  com¬ 
mon  pleas,  and  acknowledged  before  said  judge,  that  he 
will  not  violate  any  provision  of  this  act,  and  will  pay  all 
fines,  damages  and  costs  which  may  be  imposed  upon  or 
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recovered  against  him,  in  any  action,  civil  or  criminal,  to 
be  commenced  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and 
provided  further,  that  he  shall  also  have  filed  with  his  un¬ 
dertaking,  or  declaration,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  taken  be¬ 
fore  said  judge,  setting  forth  the  town  or  ward,  and  particu¬ 
larly  designating  and  describing  the  premises  and  place  in 
which  he  intends  to  sell  such  liquor,  and  declaring  that 
he  is  an  elector  of  such  town  or  ward,  and  does  not  use 
intoxicating  liquor  as  a  beverage,  and  is  not,  and  during 
the  time  he  shall  sell  such  liquor,  will  not  be  a  peddler, 
nor  the  keeper  of,  nor  interested  in  any  inn,  tavern,  board¬ 
ing  house,  victualing  house,  grocery  or  fruit  store,  bar¬ 
room,  confectionery,  or  other  place  of  public  entertain¬ 
ment,  nor  the  keeper  of,  nor  interested  in  any  theatre, 
museum  or  other  place  of  public  amusement,  or  the  cap¬ 
tain,  commander,  agent,  clerk  or  servant  of  or  on  any 
vessel,  boat  or  water  craft,  of  any  kind  whatever,  and 
will  not  violate  any  provision  of  this  act;  and  provided 
further  that  he  shall,  within  one  year  previous,  have  filed 
a  copy  of  such  undertaking  and  declaration,  certified  by 
the  county  clerk,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  or 
city  in  which  such  liquor  is  to  be  sold.  No  such  under¬ 
taking  shall  be  approved  by  any  such  judge,  unless  the 
applicant  be  a  man  of  good  moral  character,  and  such 
sureties  shall  be  householders  within  such  county,  and 
shall  severally  justify  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
each,  over  and  above  all  debts,  demands,  liabilities  or 
legal  exemptions,  and  shall  also  make  oath  or  affirmation 
that  they  have  not  become  possessed  of  any  property  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  justify  as  such  sureties, 
and  that  they  are  not,  and  will  not  become,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  engaged  or  interested  in  the  manufacture  or  sale 
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of  intoxicating  liquor  during  the  continuance  of  their 
suretyship. 

§  3.  Any  person  authorized  as  in  the  last  section  pro¬ 
vided,  shall  not  do  any  thing  contrary  to  his  said  under¬ 
taking,  nor  to  what  he  has  sworn  in  his  said  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation,  nor  shall  he  sell  any  liquor  known  by  him  to  be 
impure  or  adulterated;  nor  shall  he  suffer  any  liquor,  sold 
by  him,  to  be  drank  upon  the  premises  where  the  same  is 
sold;  but  he  may  sell  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  other: 

1.  To  any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being 
of  good  character  for  sobriety,  provided  the  person  sell¬ 
ing  the  same  shall  have  good  reason  to  believe,  and  shall 
believe,  that  the  same  is  intended  by  the  purchaser  to  be 
used  for  some  one  of  the  purposes  in  the  preceding  section 
named,  and  not  to  be  sold,  disposed  of,  or  given  away,  or 
to  be  drank  on  the  premises,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act;  or, 

2.  To  any  person  authorized  to  sell  such  liquors  as  in 
the  last  section  provided. 

Every  person  authorized  to  sell  as  in  the  last  section 
provided,  shall  keep  a  book  of  sales,  in  which  he  shall  en¬ 
ter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  every  sale  made  by  him,  which 
entry  shall  contain  the  kind,  quantity,  price,  purpose  for 
which,  name  of  the  person  to  whom,  and  time  when  sold, 
which  book  shall  at  all  times  during  business  hours,  be 
open  to  public  examination  by  any  resident  of  the  town 
or  city.  Every  person  so  selling  liquor,  shall  file  with 
the  clerk  of  the  town  or  city  where  he  sells  the  same,  be¬ 
tween  th  e  first  and  fifteenth  day  of  each  month,  a  sworn 
copy  of  such  sales,  and  of  all  purchases  made  by  him,  con- 
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taining  kind,  quantity  and  price,  with  an  affidavit  that  the 
same  contains  a  correct  account  of  the  sales,  and  all  the 
sales  and  purchases  made  by  him  during  the  previous 
month,  according  to  his  best  knowledge,  information  and 
and  belief.  But  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con. 
strued  to  prevent  the  sale  by  legal  process  (in  case  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  authorized  liquor  seller)  of  any  liquors 
held  by  him  at  the  time  of  such  insolvency,  to  any  other 
liquor  seller  authorized  to  sell  by  this  act,  nor  to  prevent 
the  legal  representatives  of  any  deceased  person  who  at 
the  time  of  his  decease  was  an  authorized  liquor  seller) 
from  selling  any  such  liquor  as  may  come  to  their  posses¬ 
sion  as  property  of  such  deceased  liquor  seller,  to  any 
person  authorized  by  this  act  to  sell  liquor. 

§  4.  Every  person  who  shall  violate  any  provision  of 
either  of  the  preceding  sections,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be 
>  ’  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  except  for  failure 

to  file  his  return  or  make  his  entries  as  in  the  last  section 
provided,  shall  forfeit  all  the  liquor  kept  by  him  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  either  of  the  preceding  sections,  and  be  punished 
as  follows:  For  any  violation  of  section  first,  for  the  first 
offence,  by  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars;  for  the  second  offence, 
by  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  thirty  days  imprison¬ 
ment;  for  the  third  and  every  subsequent  offence,  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment,  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  six  months.  For  any  violation  of 
section  second  or  third,  by  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  less,  than 
thirty  days,  and  be  ever  thereafter  disqualified  for  selling 
liquor  within  this  state.  Upon  every  conviction  the  de¬ 
fendant  shall  also  be  required  to  pay  all  costs  and  .fees,  as 
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provided  in  this  act.  In  default  of  payment  of  any  such 
fine,  costs  and  fees,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  defAdant 
shall  be  committed,  until  the  same  are  paid,  not  less  than 
one  day  per  dollar  of  the  amount  unpaid.  If  any  person 
purchasing  any  liquor  as  in  the  last  section  provided,  shall 
at  the  time  make  any  false  statement  concerning  the  use 
to  which  such  liquor  is  to  be  applied,  he  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  and  costs,  as 
provided  in  this  act,  and  stand  committed  until  paid,  not 
less  than  one  day  per  dollar  of  the  amount  unpaid. 

§  5.  Every  justice  of  the  peace,  police  justice,  county 
judge,  city  judge,  and  in  addition,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  recorder,  each  justice  of  the  marine  court  and  the 
justices  of  the  district  courts,  and  in  all  cities  where  there 
is  a  recorder’s  court,  the  recorder  shall  have  power  to 
issue  process' to  hear  and  determine  charges,  and  punish 
for  all  offences  arising  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  they  are  each  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
hold  courts  of  special  sessions  for  the  trial  of  such  offences, 
and  under  this  act  to  do  all  other  acts  and  exercise  the 
same  authority  that  may  be  done  or  exercised  by  justices 
of  the  peace  in  criminal  cases,  and  by  courts  of  special 
sessions,  as  the  same  are  now  constituted:  and  the  term 
magistrate,  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  to  refer  to 
and  include  each  officer  named  in  this  section.  Such 
court  of  special  sessions  shall  not  be  required  to  take  the 
examination  of  any  person  brought  before  it  upon, charge 
of  an  offence  under  this  act,  but  shall  proceed  to  trial  as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  corpplainant  can  be  notified;  and 
for  good  cause  shown,  he  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
not  exceeding  twenty  days..  At  the  time  of  joining  issue, 
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and  not  after,  either  party  may  demand  a  trial  by  jury,  in 
whi<?h  case  the  magistrate  shall  issue  a  venire  and  cause  a 
jury  to  be  summoned  and  empanneled  as  in  other  crimi¬ 
nal  cases  in  courts  of  special  sessions.  The  complainant 
may  appear  upon  such  trial  upon  behalf  of  the  people, 
and  prosecute  the  same  with  or  without  counsel.  He  may 
also  prosecute  the  same  in  all  the  courts  to  which,  as  here¬ 
inafter  provided,  appeal  may  be  taken  by  attorney,  or  he 
may  apply  to  the  district  attorney,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
upon  such  application,  to  appear  and  conduct  said  appeal 
from  the  judgment  thereon.  The  same  costs  and  disburse¬ 
ments  shall  be  allowed  against  the  defendant  upon  such 
appeal  as  are  now  allowed  in  civil  actions  in  those  courts 
to  which  appeals  may  be  taken  according  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act.  In  all  cases,  if  the  district  attorney 
shalLappear  and  conduct  the  trial  or  appeal,  or  both,  the 
costs,  if  any,  shall  go  to  him  for  his  individual  use,  in 
other  cases  to  the  complainant,  and  in  default  of  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  defendant  may 
be  committed  to  the  same  extent  as  provided  in  the  fourth 
section  of  this  act. 

§  6.  Whenever  complaint  on  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  made  in  writing  to  any  magistrate,  by  one  or  more 
credible  persons,  resident  of  the  county  where  the  com¬ 
plaint  is  made,  or  'of  an  adjoining  county,  that  he  or  they 
have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  intoxicating 
liquor  is  kept  or  deposited,  in  violation  of  any  provision 
of  section  first  of  this  act,  whether  the  person  so  keeping 
or  depositing  the  same  is,  or  is  not,  known  to  the  com¬ 
plainant,  in  some  specified  place  or  places  within  the  city 
or  town  in  which  such  complaint  is  made,  or  upon  any 
water  adjacent  thereto,  or  within  five  hundred  yards  of 
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the  boundaries  thereof,  which  complaint  shall  state  the 
facts  and  circumstances  upon  which  such  belief  is  founded, 
or  such  facts  and  circumstances  shall  be  stated  upon  oath 
or  affirmation  of  some  other  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  magistrate,  if  he  is  satisfied  that  there  is  probable 
cause  for  said  belief,  forthwith  to  issue  a  warrant,  direct¬ 
ed  in  the  same  manner  as  criminal  processes  are  now 
directed,  commanding  the  officer,  with  proper  assistance, 
forthwith  diligently  to  search  such  place  or  places,  and  to 
seize  all  intoxicating  liquor  found  therein,  which  from 
said  complaint,  or  other  proof  furnished,  said  magistrate 
shall  be  satisfied  there  is  probable  cause  for  believing  is 
kept  or  deposited  in  violation  of  any  provision  of  section 
first,  together  with  the  vessels  in  which  the  same  is  con¬ 
tained,  and  to  store  the  same  in  some  safe  and  convenient 
place,  to  be  disposed  of  as  hereinafter  provided.  If  from 
such  complaint  or  proof,  or  both,  the  person  so  keeping  or 
depositing  said  liquor  shall  be  made  known,  or  ascertained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  magistrate,  he  shall  issue  a  sepa¬ 
rate  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  such  person,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  But  no  war¬ 
rant  shall  be  issued  under  this  act,  to  search  any  such 
dwelling-house  as  is  described  in  section  first  of  this  act, 
Unless  the  occupant  thereof  shall  have  been  convicted,  as 
herein  before  provided,  of  having  solddntoxicating  liquor 
in  his  dwelling-house,  or  suffered  it  to  be  done,  within 
one  year  next  preceding  the  issuing  thereof.  Every  war¬ 
rant  so  issued  shall  particularly  describe  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  things  to  be  seized. 

§  7.  Whenever  any  liquor  shall  be  seized  under  any 
provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  by 
whom  such  seizure  is  made,  except  in  cases  where  the 
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owner  thereof  shall  have  been  arrested,  forthwith  to  give 
written  notice  to  the  owner  or  his  agent,  if  known,  of  the 
seizure  of  such  liquors,  which,  and  the  vessels  containing 
the  same,  shall  be  described  in  such  notice,  as  near  as  may¬ 
be,  and  of  the  name  of  the  magistrate  by  whom  the  war¬ 
rant  was  issued,  or  in  case  of  seizure  under  section 
twelfth,  before  whom  the  person  arrested  was  carried,  and 
the  name  and  residence  of  such  officer  making  such  seizure, 
and  the  time  of  such  seizure.  Such  notice  shall  be  served 
by  delivering  it  to  the  owner  or  agent,  personally,  or  by 
leaving  the  same  at  his  last  or  usual  place  of  residence, 
with  a  person  of  mature  age,  residing  on  the  premises. 
If  the  owner  or  his  agent  cannot  be  found,  and  his  place 
of  residence  is  not  known  to  the  officer,  such  notice  shall 
be  served  by  delivering  the  same  to  any  person  of  mature 
age,  residing,  or  being  employed  in  the  place  in  which 
such  liquor  was  contained,  or,  if  none  such  can  be  found, 
by  posting  the  same  in  a  conspicuous  place,  upon  the  outer 
door  of  such  place,  and  copies  of  such  notice,  containing 
also  a  description  of  the  place  in  which  such  liquor  was 
found,  shall  forthwith  be  conspicuously  posted  in  at  least 
three  public  places  within  said  city  or  town.  Any  person 
may,  at  any  time  before  forfeiture,  present  to  the  magis¬ 
trate  named  in  such  notice,  an  affidavit  or  affirmation  in 
writing,  stating  that  such  liquor,  at  the  time  of  such 
seizure,  was  actually  owned  by  him,  or  by  some  other  per¬ 
son  named  by  him,  for  whom  he  is  agent;  that  he  or  such 
person  had  not  become  possessed  thereof  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  its  forfeiture,  and  that  the  same  had  not 
been  kept  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  and  also  specifying  the 
purpose  for  which,  the  place  where,  under  which  excep- 
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tion  of  section  first  the  same  was  kept,  and  the  facts  par¬ 
ticularly  showing  it  to  be  within  the  exception;  and  there¬ 
upon  the  same  proceedings  before  said  magistrate,  shall 
^  in  all  respects  be  had,  as  are  provided  in  section  fifth. 
Upon  trial  of  such  claim,  the  custom-house  certificates  of 
importation,  and  proofs  of  marks  on  the  casks  or  pack¬ 
ages,  corresponding  thereto,  shall  not  be  received  as  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  that  the  liquors  contained  in  said  casks  or 
packages  are  those  actually  imported  therein.  The  magis¬ 
trate  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  testimony  and 
judgment  upon  all  trials  under  this  or  section  fifth,  which 
shall  be  subscribed  by  him.  He  shall  have  power  to  issue 
process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  to 
punish  for  non-attendance  as  witnesses  or  jurors,  in  the 
sarno  manner  as  in  civil  actions  before  justices  of  the 
peace- 

§  8-  Either  the  complainant  or  other  person  prosecut¬ 
ing  in  behalf  of  the  people,  or  defendant,  may  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  at  general  term,  from  any  judgment  of 
any  magistrate,  rendered  under  any  provision  of  this  act> 
by  serving  upon  such  magistrate,  and  the  complainant  or 
such  other  person,  or  the  defendant,  as  the  case  may  be, 
written  notice  thereof,  specifying  the  grounds  of  appeal, 
within  ten  days  after  the  rendering  of  such  judgment,  the 
services  to  be  made  as  now  provided  in  appeals  from  jus¬ 
tice  courts  in  civil  actions.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  be  final,  unless  with  the  decision  one  of  the 
judges  thereof  shall  file  a  certificate,  that  a  legal  question 
is  involved  therein,  upon  which  it  is  proper  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  which  case  an  appeal 
may  be  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  service  of 
such  notice  shall  be  of  no  effect  on  behalf  of  the  defendant 
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or  complainant,  unless  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  deliver 
to  the  magistrate  an  undertaking  to  the  people  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  in  the  sum' of  five  hundred  dollars, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  such  magis¬ 
trate  or  county  judge,  conditioned  that,  if  the  judgment  be 
affirmed  on  such  appeal,  or  upon  a  subsequent  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  they  will  pay  the  amount  of  the  fine  and  costs  con¬ 
tained  in  such  judgment,  and  that  the  defendant  shall  not, 
during  the  pendency  of  said  appeal,  violate  any  provision 
of  this  act,  and  that  they  will  jointly  and  severally  pay 
all  fines,  damages  and  costs  which  may  be  against  him,  in 
consequence  of  any  such  violation;  and  in  case  such  de¬ 
fendant  shall  be  required  by  such  judgment  to  be  im¬ 
prisoned,  or  to  stand  committed,  with  the  further  condi¬ 
tion  that  he  will  appear  in  the  court  of  general  sessions 
of  said  county,  at  the  term  thereof  next  after  the  affirm¬ 
ance  of  such  judgment,  and  not  depart  therefrom  without 
leave,  and  by  the  order  of  such  court  of  general  sessions, 
as  to  such  imprisonment  or  commitment.  Upon  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  such  notice  and  undertaking,  all  further  proceed¬ 
ings  upon  such  judgment  shall  be  stayed,  until  such  appeal 
shall  have  been  decided,  or  dismissed  for  want  of  prosecu¬ 
tion,  as  hereinafter  provided.  No  proceeding  or  judg¬ 
ment  had  or  rendered  under  any  provision  of  this  act, 
shall  be  set  aside,  or  be  void  by  reason  of  any  technical 
errors  or  defects  not  affecting  the  merits;  but  the  same 
may  be  amended  without  notice  before  or  after  judgment, 
or  upon  appeal  or  review,  or  after  judgment  rendered 
upon  appeal  or  review,  when  by  such  amendment  substan¬ 
tial  justice  will  be  promoted.  Any  judgment  or  verdict 
rendered  under  any  provision  of  this  act  against  evidence, 
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may  be  reversed  upon  appeal,  as  in  civil  actions.  All  ap¬ 
peals  from  judgments  under  this  act,  shall  have  the  same 
precedence  as  other  crirfiinal  causes,  and  may  be  moved 
out  of  their  order  at  any  time  by  either  party. 

§  9.  Whenever  any  appeal  shall  be  taken  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  last  section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  magistrate,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  file  a  return 
of  the  testimony  and  proceedings  had  before  him  upon  the 
trial  of  such  action,  together  with  the  notice  of  appeal  and 
undertaking,  if  any,  and  his  certificate  that  the  same  con¬ 
tains  all  the  testimony  and  proceedings  had  before  him  on 
such  trial,  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of  the  county, 
in  which  the  trial  was  had.  After  the  filing  of  the  papers 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  rules  and  proceedings  shall,  in  all 
respects,  govern  the  appeal  to  the  final  determination 
thereof,  as  to  amending  the  return  of  said  magistrate,  as 
are  now  provided  in  civil  actions,  except  as  hereinbefore 
modified:  provided,  nevertheless,  if  either  the  complainant 
or  defendant  cannot  be  found  to  be  served  with  notice  as 
now  provided,  the  same  may  be  served  by  filing  it  with 
the  county  clerk,  and  attaching  thereunto  an  affidavit  con¬ 
taining  the  reasons  for  so  doing.  If  the  complainant, 
other  than  some  one  of  the  officers  whose  duty  it  is  made 
to  enter  complaint,  shall  fail  to  appear  and  defend  or  pros¬ 
ecute  any  appeal  brought  under  any  provision  of  this 
act,  or  to  apply  to  the  district  attorney,  as  provided  in 
section  fifth,  he  shall  be  personally  liable  to  the  defendant 
for  the  costs  of  the  said  defendant,  to  be  recovered  in  a 
civil  action.  All  executions  issued  upon  the  final  deter¬ 
mination  of  any  appeal  adversely  to  the  defendant,  to 
collect  the  judgment  thereon,  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  against  the  property 


Doc.  No.  22.) 


30 


and  person.  If  any  execution  so  issued  shall  be  returned 
unsatisfied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  district  attorney  may, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  bring  an  action  upon  such 
undertaking,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  recover  therein  the  amount  of  such  judgment 
and  costs. 

§  10.  Whenever  any  liquor  seized  under  any  provision 
of  this  act,  shall  not  be  adjudged  forfeited,  the  officer  hav¬ 
ing  the  same  in  custody  shall  return  it  to  the  place  where 
it  was  seized;  but  when  it  shall  be  adjudged  forfeited, 
as  provided  in  any  section  of  this  act,  or  whenever  any 
trial  shall  have  resulted  adversely  to  the  defendant,  and 
the  time  for  serving  notice  of  appeal  shall  have  elapsed 
and  no  notice  and  undertaking  shall  have  been  served,  or 
the  judgment  appealed  from,  shall  have  been  finally  decid¬ 
ed  adversely  to  the  defendant,  and  notice  thereof  given 
to  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  trial  was  had,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  magistrate  forthwith  to  issue  a  war¬ 
rant  commanding  that  the  liquor  so  seized  and  forfeited 
be  destroyed.  And  the  officer  to  whom  the  same  shall  be 
delivered,  shall  forthwith  proceed,  in  the  presence  of  one 
of  the  complainants,  or  of  some  other  person  to  be  desig¬ 
nated  in  such  warrant,  and  .to  be  summoned  by  him  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  same,  and  such  person  shall  join  with  the  officer 
in  making  return  by  affidavit,  of  the  time,  place  and  man¬ 
ner  of  the  execution  of  such  warrant,  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  said  return,  said  magistrate  shall  order  execution  to 
issue  to  said  officer,  who  shall  proceed  to  sell  the  vessels 
which  contained  said  liquor;  and  the  proceeds  of  said  sale 
shall  be  applied  in  like  manner  as  provided  by  this  act  in 
other  cases. 
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§  11.  Whenever  complaint  on  oath  or  affirmation  in 
writing,  which  complaint  shall  state  the  facts  and  circum¬ 
stances  upon  which  his  belief  is  founded,  shall  be  made 
before  any  magistrate,  by  any  -person,  that  he  has  just 
cause  to  suspect  and  believe,  and  does  believe,  that  any  of¬ 
fence  against  any  provision  of  this  act,  has  been  commit¬ 
ted,  and  that  some  other  person  or  persons,  named  by  him, 
has  or  have  knowledge  of  the  commission  of  such  offence, 
such  magistrate,  if  he  thinks  there  is  probable  cause  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  such  offence  has  been  committed,  and  that  such 
person  or  persons  has  or  have  knowledge  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  such  offence,  shall  forthwith  issue  a  summons  to  the 
person  or  persons  so  named,  commanding  him  or  them  to 
appear  before  him,  at  a  place  and  time  not  more  than  four 
days  thereafter,  to  be  designated  in  such  summons,  to  tes¬ 
tify  in  relation  to  such  complaint.  Such  summons  may  be 
served  in  the  same  or  in  an  adjoining  county,  by  any  offi¬ 
cer  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  delivered,  or  by  any  other 
person,  by  stating  the  contents  or  delivering  a  copy  there¬ 
of  to  the  person  or  persons  named  therein,  and  at^the  same 
time  showing  him  or  them  the  original.  If  the  person  or 
persons  so  summoned,  shall  fail  to  appear,  the  magis¬ 
trate,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  such  summons,  by  the 
return  of  an  officer,  or  the  oath  of  any  other  person,  shall 
issue  an  attachment  to  compel  their  attendance  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  such  testimony,  which  attachment  may 
be  executed  in  any  part  of  the  state.  The  person  so  at¬ 
tached,  may,  unless  some  reasonable  cause  or  excuse  be 
shown  by  his  own  oath,  or  the  oath  of  some  other  person, 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars,  and  in 
default  of  payment  he  may  be  committed  to  the  same  ex¬ 
tent  as  provided  in  the  fourth  section. 
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§  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  sheriff,  under  sheriff, 
deputy  sheriff,  constable,  marshal,  or  policeman,  to  serve 
all  processes  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  arrest 
any  person  whom  he  shall  see  actually  engaged  in  the 
commission  of  any  offence  in  violation  of  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  and  to  seize  all  liquors  kept  in  violation  of 
said  section,  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  commission  of 
such  offence,  together  with  the  vessels  in  which  the  same 
is  contained,  and  forthwith  to  convey  such  person  before 
any  magistrate  of  the  same  city  or  town,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law,  and  to  store  the  liquor  and  vessels  so 
seized  in  some  convenient  place,  to  be  disposed  of  as  here¬ 
inafter  provided.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  by 
whom  any  arrest  and  seizure  shall  be  made  under  this  sec¬ 
tion,  to  make  complaint,  on  oath,  against  the  person  or 
persons  arrested,  and  to  prosecute  such  complaint  to  judg¬ 
ment  and  execution.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such 
officer,  whenever  he  shall  see  any  person  intoxicated  in 
any  store,  hotel,  street,  alley,  highway,  or  place,  or  disturb¬ 
ing  the  public  peace  and  quiet,  to  apprehend  such  person- 
and  take  him  before  some  magistrate,  and  if  said  magis¬ 
trate  shall,  after  due  examination  deem  him  too  much  in¬ 
toxicated  to  be  examined,  or  to  answer  upon  oath  correct¬ 
ly,  he  shall  direct  said  officer  to  keep  him  in  some  jail, 
lock-up,  or  other  safe  and  convenient  place,  to  be  designat. 
ed  by  said  magistrate,  until  he  shall  become  sober,  and 
thereupon  forthwith  to  take  him  before  said  magistrate, 
or  if  he  cannot  be  found,  before  some  other  magistrate; 
and  whenever  any  person  shall  appear  or  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  any  magistrate,  as  provided  in  this  or  the  preceding 
section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  magistrate  to  adminis¬ 
ter  to  such  person  an  oath  or  affirmation,  and  to  examine 
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him  as  to  the  cause  of  such  intoxication,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  offence  has  been  commit¬ 
ted  against  any  provision  of  this  act.  If  upon  such  exam¬ 
ination,  it  shall  appear  that  any  such  offence  has  been  com¬ 
mitted,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  magistrate,  it  shall 
be  his  duty  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  offend¬ 
er  and  the  search  of  his  premises,  as  hereinbefore  provid¬ 
ed.  If  it  shall  appear  that  any  such  offence  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  at  any  place  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  such  magis¬ 
trate,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  reduce  such  examination  to 
writing,  and  forthwith  to  certify  and  send  the  same  to  any 
officer  or  magistrate  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence 
charged,  who  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  relation  to  such 
complaint,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
made  before  him.  If  any  witness  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn 
or  affirmed,  or  to  answer  any  question  pertinent  to  such 
examination  or  trial,  other  than  such  as  will  criminate 
himself,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  common  jail  of  such 
county,  there  to  remain  until  he  shall  consent  to  be  sworn 
or  affirmed,  and  to  answer  all  questions  pertaining  to  such 
trial  or  examination.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person 
to  be,  or  become  intoxicated  in  any  store,  grocery,  lane, 
street,  or  other  public  place,  and  for  each  offence'  he  shall 
be  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recov¬ 
ered  in  the  same  manner  as  fines  in  the  fourth  section  of 
this  act,  and  in  default  of  the  payment  thereof,  he  shall 
stand  committed  as  provided  in  said  fourth  section;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  before  whom  such 
intoxicated  person  is  arraigned,  to  examine  such  person 
as  a  witness  relative  to  the  cause  of  his  intoxication,  to 
ascertain  whether  any  other  person  has  violated  the  pro. 
visions  of  this  act;  but  the  testimony  so  given  shall  not  in 
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any  case  be  used  against  him,  in  any  civil  or  criminal 
action,  except  upon  an  indictment  and  trial  for  per¬ 
jury.  All  such  fines  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  poor  of  the  city  or  town  where  the  offence  is  com¬ 
mitted. 

§  13.  All  liquors  seized  under  any  provision  of  this  act, 
except  in  cases  where  the  owner  thereof  shall  have  been 
arrested,  shall  be  kept  stored  for  thirty  days  after  service, 
and  posting  of  notices,  as  required  by  section  seventh,  af¬ 
ter  which  time,  upon  the  proof  of  such  service  and  posting 
by  the  return  of  the  officer  indorsed  upon  the  warrant  of 
search,  or  by  other  evidence  to  that  effect,  such  liquors, 
together  with  the  vessels  in  which  the  same  were  con¬ 
tained,  shall  be  adjudged  forfeited,  by  the  magistrate 
named  in  such  notice,  to  whom  such  proof  shall  have  been 
made,  unless  they  shall  have  been  claimed  as  hereinbefore 
provided:  and  all  liquors  and  vessels  in  which  they  are 
contained,  which  shall  have  been  found  and  seized  in  the 
possession  of  any  person  who  shall  have  been  arrested  for 
violating  any  provision  of  the  first  section,  and  not  claim¬ 
ed  by  any  other  person,  shall,  upon  conviction  of  such  per¬ 
son  of  such  offence,  be  adjudged  forfeited. 

§  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Supervisor  and  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  poor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  it 
shall  be  the  right  of  every  other  person,  whenever  he 
shall  have  any  knowledge  or  information  that  any  offence 
has  been  committed  under  any  provision  of  this  act,  to' 
make  complaint,  or  cause  complaint  to  be  made  thereof* 
and  to  prosecute  such  complaint  in  the  name  of  the  people. 
In  case  any  person  other  than  an  officer,  shall  not  make 
out  a  prima  facie  case  before  the  magistrate  upon  the  trial 
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of  any  complaint  under  the  first  section,  and  it  shall  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  court  that  he  acted  maliciously,  or  in  bad  faith, 
without  probable  cause  in  making  such  complaint,  the 
court  shall  render  judgment  against  such  person  in  favor 
of  the  defendant  for  the  costs,  and  issue  execution  thereon, 
against  the  property  and  person,  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  civil  actions  before  justices  of  the  peace.  Whenever 
any  fine  imposed  under  any  provision  of  this  act,  except 
when  otherwise  especially  provided,  shall  be  collected,  it 
shall  be  paid  together  with  all  costs,  to  the  overseers  of 
the. poor  of  the  town  in  which  the  offence  was  committed, 
for  the  support  of  the  poor,  in  cases  where  such  expenses 
are  paid  by  the  town;  and  where  the  poor  are  supported 
by  the  county,  then  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county. 

§  15.  A  certificate  duly  proved  to  be  under  the  hand  of 
any  magistrate,  stating  any  such  offence  charged  against 
any  person,  and  judgment  thereon,  shall  be  evidence  in  all 
courts  and  places,  of  the  facts  stated  therein. 

§  16.  No  person  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  any 
offence  against  any  provision  of  this  act,  or  who  shall  be 
engaged  in  the  sale  or  keeping  of  intoxicating  liquor,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  competent  to 
act  as  a  juror  upon  any  trial  under  any  provision  of  this 
act;  and  when  information  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
court  that  any  person  summoned  as  a  juror  upon  any  such 
trial,  has  been  so  convicted,  or  is  engaged  in  such  unlaw¬ 
ful  sale  or  keeping,  or  is  believed  to  have  been  so  convict¬ 
ed,  or  to  be  so  engaged,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  examine  such  person  upon  oath  in  relation  thereto;  and 
no  answer  that  he  may  make  shall  be  used  against  him  in. 
any  action  or  prosecution,  which  may  be  commenced 
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against  Mm,  under  any  provision  of  this  act,  except  for 
perjury,  on  such  examination;  but  he  may  decline  to  an¬ 
swer,  in  which  case  he  shall  be  discharged  as  a  juryman 
on  such  trial.  No  person  shall  maintain  an  action  to  re¬ 
cover  the  value  or  possession  of  any  intoxicating  liquor 
sold  or  kept  by  him,  which  shall  be  purchased,  taken,  de¬ 
tained,  or  injured  by  any  other  person,  unless  he  shall 
prove  that  such  liquor  was  sold,  according  to  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  this  act,  or  was  lawfully  kept  and  owned  by  him. 

§  IT.  Upon  the  trial  of  any  complaint  commenced  un¬ 
der  any  provision  of  this  act,  proof  of  the  sale  of  liquor 
shall  be  sufficient  to  sustain  an  averment  of  an  unlawful 
sale,  and  proof  of  delivery  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence 
of  sale.  No  evidence  shall  be  received  in  justification  of 
such  sale  under  the  second  section,  unless  the  defendant 
in  his  plea  or  answer  shall  have  avowed  such  sale  under 
said  section,  and  shall  have  accompanied  such  plea  or  an¬ 
swer  with  an  affidavit  or  affirmation  that  at  the  time  of 
such  sale  he  verily  believed  that  the  liquor  sold  was  in¬ 
tended  by  the  purchaser  to  be  actually  used  in  some  other 
way  than  as  a  beverage,  and  not  to  be  sold,  disposed  of, 
or  given  away,  or  used  on  the  premises,  or  that  such  pur¬ 
chaser  was  duly  authorized  to  sell  liquor  as  provided  by 
the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
also  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  such  sale,  and  the 
reasons  upon  which  such  belief  was  founded. 

.§18.  No  person  or  corporation  shall  knowingly  carry 
or  transport  any  liquor  within  this  state,  from  any  place 
within  the  United  States,  and  no  person  shall  knowingly 
deliver  any  liquor  to  any  other  person  or  to  any  corpora¬ 
tion  jfor  the  purpos.e  of  being  so  carried  or  transported, 
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unless  the  name  and  place  of  business  or  residence  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  same  is  to  be  conveyed,  together  with 
the  words  “  intoxicating  liquor,”  are  visibly  and  distinct¬ 
ly  marked  on  the  outside  package  or  cask  in  which  the 
same  is  contained.  But  this  section  shall  hot  apply  to  the 
carrying  of  liquor  in  quantities  of  five  gallons  or  less  to 
any  place  within  the  county  in  which  the  same  was  sold, 
or  within  an  adjoining  county.  Any  person  or  corpora¬ 
tion  offending  against  any  provision  of  this  section,  shall 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  re¬ 
covered  by  and  in  the  name  of  any  person  who  shall  first 
commence  an  action  therefor.  No  person  for  himself  or 
agent  for  any  company  or  corporation,  (engaged  in  the 
carrying  either  of  persons  or  property,)  shall  act  p,s  agent 
for  any  person,  for  the  purchase  of  any  liquors,  other  than 
those  authorized  by  this  act,  to  sell  the  same  while  engaged 
in  such  carrying  trde.  Whoever  shall  violate  this  provis¬ 
ion,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  one  hundred  dollars,  as 
herein  provided,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  for  violations  of  section  first  of 
this  act. 

§  19.  In  any  county  in  which  there  now  is,  or  hereafter 
may  be  a  penitentiary,  the  court  before  which  any  convic¬ 
tion  is  had  for  an  offence  against  any  provision  of  this  act, 
may,  in  its  discretion,  sentence  and  commit  the  person  con¬ 
victed  to  such  penitentiary,  instead  of  the  jail  of  such 
county,  and  whenever  the  punishment  under  any  provision 
of  this  act  is  imprisonment  or  commitment,  it  shall  be  a 
commitment  to  the  penitentiary  or  county  jail  without  the 
liberties  thereof. 

§  20.  Every  public  officer  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
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perform  any  duty  required  of  him  by  any  section  of  this 
act,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  ^of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  year,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment;  such 
conviction  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  office  in  all  cases,  ex¬ 
cept  those  of  judicial  officers.  Any  person  who  shall  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly  oppose  or  resist  any  officer,  or  any  one 
called  by  him  to  his  aid  in  the  execution  of  any  duty  under 
this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  by  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months.  The  exist¬ 
ing  provisions  of  law  relative  to  misdemeanors  and  offences 
shall  apply  to  offences  created  by  this  act,  except  where 
the  same' are  inconsistent  therewith. 

§  21.  There  shall  be  allowed  and  included  in  every 
judgment  for  costs  for  the  following  services  rendered 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  following  fees,  which 
shall  be  audited  and  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  fees  in 
other  criminal  cases,  and  whenever  judgment  shall  be 
rendered  for  costs,  there  shall  be  included  therein  fees  for 
such  prospective  services  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enforce 
such  judgments;  and  when  no  fees  are  herein  provided, 
the  same  fees  as  are  now  provided  in  criminal  cases  for 
similar  services. 

To  any  magistrate  performing  the  following  services: 

For  every  warrant,  or  summons  of  any  kind,  twenty- 
five  cents. 

For  the  trial  of  any  claim,  one  dollar  for  each  day  ac¬ 
tually  engaged  therein. 
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For  a  certificate  of  conviction,  twenty-five  cents. 

For  taking  and  certifying  complaint  to  another  magis¬ 
trate,  fifty  cents. 

To  any  sheriff  or  other  officer  performing. the  following 
services: 

For  serving  summons  for  witnesses,  for  each  person 
served,  twenty-five  cents. 

For  executing  any  warrant  of  search,  or  making  any 
seizure  without  process,  one  dollar. 

For  conveying  liquor  seized  to  place  of  storage,  fifty 
cents,  besides  necessary  expenses  of  labor,  cartage  and 
storage. 

For  executing  warrant  for  destruction  of  forfeited 
liquor,  besides  actual  expenses,  one  dollar. 

For  conveying  certified  complaint  to  any  magistrate 
twenty-five  cents. 

For  every  mile  necessarily  traveled,  more  than  one,  in 
performing  any  of  the  above  services,  six  cents. 

To  the  person,  other  than  the  complainant,  summoned 
to  witness  the  destruction  of  forfeited  liquor,  for  witness¬ 
ing  such  destruction,  and  joining  with  the  officer  in  mak¬ 
ing  proof  thereof,  one  dollar. 

To  any  supervisor  or  superintendent  of  the  poor,  or 
overseer  of  the  poor,  two  dollars  for  each  day  in  which  he 
is  necessarily  and  actually  engaged  in  attending  to  any 
complaint  or  prosecution,  and  six  cents  for  each  mile  ne¬ 
cessarily  traveled. 

§  22.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  so  as  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  cider,  in  quantities  not  less  than  ten 


Doc.  No.  22.) 


40 


gallons.  But  no  cider  so  sold  shall  be  drank  on  the  prem¬ 
ises  of  the  seller;  and  any  such  drinking,  or  a  re-purchase 
by  the  seller  of  a  portion  of  the  cider  sold  by  him,  shall 
subject  him  to  the  penalties  provided  in  section  third  of 
this  act.  Nor  shall  this  act  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  manufacturer  of  alcohol,  or  of  pure  wine  from  grapes 
grown  by  him,  from  keeping  or  from  selling  such  alcohol 
or  wine,  nor  the  importer  of  foreign  liquors  from  keeping 
or  selling  the  same  in  the  original  packages,  to  any  person 
authorized  by  this  act  to  sell  such  liquors.  Nor  shall  any 
provisions  of  this  act  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  manu¬ 
facture,  or  keeping  for  sale,  nor  from  selling  burning  fluids 
of  any  kind,  perfumery,  essences,  drugs,  varnishes,  nor  any 
other  article  which  may  be  composed  in  part  of  alcohol  or 
other  spirituous  liquors,  if  not  adapted  to  use  as  a  bev¬ 
erage,  nor  intended  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  or  in  evasion 
of  this  act.  Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  seize,  sell  or  destroy 
any  liquors  deposited  or  found  in  any  bonded  warehouse 
within  the  limits  of  this  state,  nor  prevent  any  liquors  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  States  from  being  taken  from  such 
bonded  warehouse  to  any  place  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
state.  The  term  “  intoxicating  liquor,”  and  “  liquor,”  as 
used  in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  and  in¬ 
clude  alcohol,  distilled  and  malt  liquors,  and  all  liquors 
that  can  intoxicate,  and  all  drugged  liquors,  and  mixed 
liquors,  part  of  which  is  alcohol,  distilled  or  malt  liquor. 

§  23.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  judge  of 
every  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  of  every  Court  of 
Sessions,  specially  to  charge  every  grand  jury  to  inquire 
into  all  violations  of,  or  offences  under  this  act. 

§  24.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  and  all  charters  and 
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parts  of  charters,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby- 
repealed.  But  no  suit  commenced,  or  indictment  found, 
before  this  act  takes  effect,  shall  in  any  manner  be  affected 
thereby. 

§  25.  No  license  to  sell  liquor,  except  as  herein  pro* 
vided,  shall  hereafter  be  granted.  All  liquor  kept  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  any  provision  or  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
deemed  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  nuisance. 

§  26.  The  second  section  of  this  act  shall  take  effect  on 
the  first  day  of  May  next;  section  twenty-five  shall  take 
effect  immediately;  and  all  parts  thereof  on  the  Fourth 
day  of  July  next. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  \  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby  % 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the 

(  l  s  ]  city  Albany,  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty -five. 

E.  W.  LEAVENWORTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  AMEND  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  “  AN  ACT  REQUIRING  THE  POLICE 
JUSTICES  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  FILE  RECORDS  OF 
ALL  CONVICTIONS  OF  VAGRANCY,’7  PASSED  APRIL  TWELFTH, 
ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-THREE. 

Passed  April  10,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  police  justices  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall, 
in  every  case  of  commitment  for  vagrancy,  file,  or  cause  to 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  a  record  of  the  proceedings  had  before  them 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  record  shall  contain  as  part 
thereof,  the  proofs,  or  confession  taken  by  such  justice,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  prisoner’s  examination.  Which  record 
shall  be  substantially  in  the  following  form: 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  police  justices  of  city  of 
New  York,  hereby  certifies,  that  A,  B.  was  this  day 
brought  before  me  on  a  charge  of  being  a  vagrant,  or,  (on 
his  own  confession,  of  being  a  vagrant,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
and  that  upon  diligent  inquiry  and  examination  made  of 
the  charge  so  preferred  against  the  said  A.  B.,  and  upon 
the  proofs  and  the  examination  of  the  said  A.  B.  hereto 
.annexed,  it  appearing  that  the  said  A.  B.  is  a  vagrant 
within  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  in  such  case  made  and 
provided;  therefore,  I,  the  said  justice  did  so  adjudge,  and 
thereupon,  I,  the  said  justice,  by  warrant  under  my  hand 
and  seal,  committed  him,  the  said  A.  B.,  so  adjudged  to  be 
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a  vagrant  as  aforesaid,  to  the  (penitentiary,  work-house, 
or  alms-house,  as  the  case  may  be.) 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  justice  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  day  of 

A.D.,  185 

C.  D.,  Police  Justice,  [l.  s.] 

§  2.  No  person  committed  to  the  penitentiary,  work- 
house  or  alms-house  as  a  vagrant  as  above  directed,  shall, 
unless  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari,  except 
by  an  order  of  two  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house, 
be  discharged  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  so  committed. 

§  3.  Any  police  justice  violating  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

§  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith, 
are  hereby  repealed. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  )  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the 
[l.  s.]  city  of  Albany,  this  sixteenth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  1855. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  APPOINTMENT  OP  THE  POLICE  COURT 
CLERKS,  AND  CLERKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  COURTS  IN  THE 
CITY  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  april  10, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  said  city,  or  a  majority 
thereof,  shall  meet  in  convention,  when  directed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  a  majority  of  the  members,  and 
appoint  the  police  court  clerks,  and  clerks  of  the  district 
courts  in  said  city.  It  shall,  nevertheless  be  lawful, 
if  the  Mayor,  after  a  notice  of  eight  days  from  the  Board 
Aldermen,  shall  neglect  to  appear,  for  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  a  majority  thereof,  to  proceed  and 
appoint  the  clerks  of  the  said  courts,  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  like  effect  as  if  the  Mayor  was  present.  The 
term  of  office  of  the  present  police  court  clerks,  and  also, 
those  appointed  under  this  act  shall  be  the  same  as  the 
term  of  office  of  the  district  court  clerks. 

§  2.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed;  but  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  affect  any  appoint¬ 
ment  or  appointments  heretofore  made  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  act  entitled  “  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
an  act  in  relation  to  justice’s  and  police  courts  in  the  city 
of  New  York,”  passed  March  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  passed  April  eleventh,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 
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§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  foregoing 
with  an  original  law  deposited  in  this  office,  and  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 
whole  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal 
[l.  s.]  at  Albany,  this  16th  day  of  April, 

1855. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  SECOND  AVENUE  RAILROAD  COMPANY 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  April  12, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  JYew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Second  avenue  Railroad  Company  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  a  bridge, 
for  the  use  of  their  road,  across  the  Harlem  river,  at  and 
from  the  termination  of  the  Second  avenue  in  said  city. 

§  2.  The  said  company  are  also  hereby  authorized  to 
construct  a  bridge,  for  the  use  of  their  road,  across  the 
Bronx  river. 

§  3.  The  said  bridge,  across  the  Harlem  river,  shall  be 
constructed  with  a  draw  of  not  less  than  sixty  feet  in 
width  in  the  clear,  and  with  piers  not  less  than  sixty  feet 
apart.  And  the  bridge,  across  the  Bronx  river,  shall  be 
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constructed  with  a  draw  at  least  five  feet  wider  than  either 
of  those  now  erected  and  used  over  said  river. 

§  4.  The  said  bridges  and  draws  shall  be  constructed 
and  maintained  by  said  company,  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  unnecessarily  impede  or  obstruct  the  navigation  of  said 
rivers. 

§  5.  Said  company  shall  keep  some  competent  person 
stationed  at  each  of  the  several  draw-bridges  constructed 
by  them  over  said  rivers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  swing 
the  draws  whenever  any  vessel  is  approaching  and  about 
to  pass  either  of  said  bridges. 

§  6.  This  act  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  affect  any 
rights  or  privileges  heretofore  granted  by  the  legislature 
to  the  New  York  and  New  Kochelle  Railroad  Company. 

§  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city 

[l.  S.J  of  Albany,  this  eighteenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  ENLARGE  THE  JURISDICTION  OP  THE  COURTS  OP  GENERAL 
AND  SPECIAL  SESSIONS  OP  THE  PEACE,  IN  AND  FOR  THE 
CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  April  12,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  The  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  and 
for  tlie  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  have  power  to 
hear,  determine,  and  punish,  according  to  law,  all  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  whatsoever,  including  crimes  punish¬ 
able  with  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  for 
life. 


§  2.  All  the  provisions  of  law  whatsoever,  now  existing, 
relating  to  courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  regarding 
trial  of  indictments  for  capital  offences,  and  for  offences 
punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  for  life, 
and  regarding  sentences  thereupon,  and  writs  of  error,, 
bills  of  exceptions,  certioraris,  and  writs  of  habeas  corpus, 
arising  upon  trials  of  such  indictments,  are  hereby  applied 
to  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  and 
for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

§  3.  Every  conviction  for  a  capital  offence,  or  for  one 
punishable  as  a  minimum  punishment,  by  imprisonment  in 
state  prison  for  life,  shall  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Appeals,  from  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  of  this  state,  or  from  the  said  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  by  a  writ  of  error,  with  a  stay  of  proceedings. 
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as  a  matter  of  right.  And  the  said  appellate  court  may 
order  a  new  trial  if  it  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  verdict 
against  the  prisoner  was  against  the  weight  of  evidence 
or  against  law,  or  that  justice  requires  a  new  trial,  whe¬ 
ther  any  exception  shall  have  been  taken  or  not  in  the 
court  below. 

§  4.  The  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  and  for  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  may,  by  an  order  to  be  entered 
in  its  minutes,  send  all  indictments  for  any  crimes  (in¬ 
cluding  crimes  punishable  with  death  or  imprisonment  in 
the  state  prison  for  life)  that  may  hereafter  be  in  any  way 
brought  before  the  said  court,  to  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  to  be  there  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law. 

§  5.  The  court  of  special  sessions  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  have  power 
to  hear,  determine,  and  punish,  according  to  law,  all  com¬ 
plaints  for  misdemeanors,  and  shall  possess  exclusive  juris¬ 
diction  thereof,  unless  the  said  court  of  special  sessions 
shall  order  any  such  complaint  to  be  sent  to  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace ;  and  unless  the  accused, 
when  arrested  and  brought  before  the  committing  magis¬ 
trate,  shall  elect  to  have  his  case  heard  and  determined 
by  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York;  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  such  magistrate,  upon  such  arrest,  to  inform 
the  said  accused  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

§  6.  The  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  have  power  at  all 
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times  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  its  government 
and  conduct,  and  to  enforce  the  same  by  imprisonment  for 
contempt,  or  by  fine,  or  by  both. 

§  7.  All  fines  imposed  by  the  courts  of  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner,  and  general  and  special  sessions,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  may  be  at  any  time  remitted  by  the 
judge  imposing  the  same,  and  in  addition  to  such  remis¬ 
sion,  the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  substitute  imprison¬ 
ment.  All  such  fines  shall  be  collected  by  and  paid  to 
the  clerk  of  said  courts,  and  by  him  accounted  for  to  the 
chamberlain  of  said  city  and  county  of  New  York,  with  a 
statement  under  oath. 

§  8.  All  acts,  statutes,  parts  of  acts  and  parts  of  statutes, 
or  provisions  of  law,  conflicting  with  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

§  9.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  op  New  York,  ? 

Secretary’s  Office.  $  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom, 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 

j-L  g  j  the  city  of  Albany,  this  sixteenth  day  of 

April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  ENABLE  THE  SUPERVISORS  OF  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
NEW  YORK,  TO  RAISE  MONEY  BY  TAX. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate  and 

Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  are  hereby  empowered,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  order  and  cause 
to  be  raised  by  tax,  on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  sub¬ 
ject  to  taxation  according  to  law,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  millions  six  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-four  dollars,  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
following,  to  wit: 

Alms-house,  six  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Aqueduct  repairs,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Battery  enlargement,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Board  of  Health,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

City  Inspectors’  Department,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Coroners’  fees,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Cleaning  corporation  docks  and  slips,  six  thousand 
dollars. 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  county,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Cleaning  streets,  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars. 

Common  Council,  pay  of  members,  thirty-eight  thousand 
dollars. 

Docks  and  slips,  (new  work)  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Docks  and  slips  (repairs)  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Election  expenses,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
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Errors  and  delinquencies,  five  thousand  dollars. 
Donations,  forty  six  thousand  dollars. 

Fire  Department,  (for  chief  engineer)  seventy-five  thou- 
.  sand  dollars. 

Interest  on  revenue  bonds,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

Interest  on  assessment  bonds,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Intestate  estates,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Lands  and  places,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Markets,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Mayoralty  fees,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Officers’  fees,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Police  and  fire  telegraph,  five  thousand  dollars. 
Printing,  eighty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Public  buildings,  contracted  for,  forty-four  thousand 
dollars. 

Repairs  to  public  buildings,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Repairing  streets,  by  contract,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Rents,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Real  estate,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Real  estate  expenses,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Roads  and  avenues,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Stationery,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Street  expenses,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Sunken  vessels,  (removing)  two  thousand  dollars. 
Sewers,  repairing  and  cleaning,  seventeen  thousand 
dollars. 

Salaries,  three  hundred  and  thirty  two  thousand  dollars. 
Statistical  tables,  croton  aqueduct  department,  fifteen 
hundred  dollars. 

Water  pipes  and  laying,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
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Building  fish  market  in  Catharine  slip,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

New  York  juvenile  asylum,  pay  of  pupils,  fifteen  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Deghue  or  Belgian  pavement,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

And  for  such  other  expenses  as  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York  may  be  put  to 
by  law:  Such  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  said  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  as  relates  to  repairing,  repaving 
and  cleaning  streets  in  that  part  of  the  city  lying  south  of 
a  line  running  through  the  centre  of  Forty-second  street, 
shall  be  assessed  only  on  that  part  of  the  said  city  lying 
south  of  the  said  line. 

And  also,  a  further  sum  not  exceeding  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  by  tax,  on 
the  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject  to  taxation  accord¬ 
ing  to  law,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
of  police  in  said  city  and  county. 

And  also,  a  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  by  tax,  on  the 
estates,  real  and  personal,  subject  to  taxation  according 
to  law,  within  that  part  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  which  is,  or  may  be  designated  by  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  resolution  or  ordi¬ 
nance,  as  the  lamp  district,  to  be  collected  according  to 
law,  and  applied  towards  the  expense  of  lighting  such 
parts  of  the  city  last  mentioned. 

And  also,  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty - 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  seventy- 
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six  cents,  by  tax,  on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject 
to  taxation  according  to  law,  within  the  said  city  and 
county,  to  be  collected  according  to  law,  and  applied  to¬ 
wards  defraying  the  deficiency  on  taxation,  in  said  city 
and  county  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

§.  2=  No  portion  of  the  said  respective  sums  herein  be¬ 
fore-named,  shall  be  expended  or  applied  to  any  other  pur¬ 
poses  or  objects  than  said  objects  and  purposes  respective¬ 
ly  for  which  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  are  hereinbefore  empowered  to  raise 
the  same  as  aforesaid. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office.  )  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
f  i  the  city  of  Albany,  this  sixth  day  of 

*•  *  April  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  AMEND  AN  ACT  CONCERNING  PASSENGERS  IN  VESSELS  COM¬ 
ING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  PASSED  MAY  FIFTH,  EIGH¬ 
TEEN  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SEVEN. 

Passed  April  13, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  persons  hereafter  becoming  chargeable  upon 
any  city,  town  or  county,  within  this  state,  for  the  payment 
of  any  expense  of  whose  maintenance  and  support  incurred 
by  any  such  city,  town  or  county,  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  to  provide  by  the  “  act 
concerning  passengers  in  vessels  coming  to  the  city  of 
New  York,”  passed  May  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  or  any  act  amendatory  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  include  all  persons  otherwise  within  the  descrip¬ 
tion  and  provisions  of  such  act  or  acts,  who  shall  be  or  be¬ 
come  the  inmates  of  any  alms-house,  lunatic  asylum,  work- 
house,  house  of  correction,  penitentiary,  jail,  bridewell  or 
prison  under  commitment,  sentence  or  conviction,  by  an 
officer  or  officers,  court  or  magistrate,  under  any  law  of 
this  state  as  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office.  |  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
•of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  eighteenth  day 
[l.  b.J  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep ,  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  BUILD  A  BRIDGE  OVER  THE  HARLEM  RIVER  AT  KINGSBRIDGE. 

Passed  April  13, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  of  said  city,  are  hereby  authorized,  within 
six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  remove  so 
much  of  the  old  bridge  commonly  known  as  the  “  Hadley 
Bridge,”  as  forms  an  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Harlem  river ;  and  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty,  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Street 
Commissioners,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  upon 
and  after  the  removal  of  said  old  bridge,  to  erect  and  con¬ 
struct  a  new  bridge  on  said  Harlem  river,  of  a  width  not 
less  than  that  of  the  said  old  bridge,  and  upon  its  present 
site,  to  connect  the  county  of  New  York  with  the  county 
of  Westchester;  said  new  bridge  to  be  constructed  with  a 
suitable  draw  of  not  less  than  thirty-six  feet  in  width,  for 
the  passage  of  vessels  through  the  Harlem  river. 
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§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,) 

Secretary's  Office.  )  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  thanscript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  eighteenth  day 
[l.  s.]  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Be/p.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  AMEND  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  “  AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  SECU¬ 
RITY  OF  MECHANICS  AND  OTHERS  ERECTING  BUILDINGS  AND 
FURNISHING  MATERIALS  THEREFOR,  IN  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY 
OF  NEW  YORK,”  PASSED  JULY  ELEVENTH,  ONE  THOUSAND 
EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-ONE. 

Passed  April  13, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  Whenever  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  claimant  in  any  proceeding  commenced  under  the  act 
hereby  amended,  such  judgment  shall  direct  the  sale  of  the 
interest  of  the  owner  in  the  land  and  premises  upon  which 
the  lien  exists,  to  the  extent  of  the  right  of  such  owner  at 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  lien,  in  pursuance  of 
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said  act,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings,  and  of  the 
amount  found  to  be  due  to  such  claimant,  and  that  the 
residue  of  such  proceeds  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  to  abide  the  further  order  of  the 
court. 

§  2.  The  owner  may  apply  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  for  an  order 
directing  the  clerk  to  pay  to  him.  the  proceeds  of  such  sale 
so  paid  to  the  said  clerk,  upon  producing  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  that  there 
are  no  liens  docketed  in  his  office  against  or  affecting  the 
said  premises,  which  have  been  filed  under  the  said  act. 

§  3.  If  it  shall  appear  that  there  are  other  liens  on  file 
with  the  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  affect¬ 
ing  the  said  premises,  notice  of  such  application  shall  be 
given  to  the  claimants  respectively  filing  the  notices  cre¬ 
ating  such  liens,  and  thereupon  the  said  court  shall  dis¬ 
tribute  such  proceeds  among  the  parties  entitled  thereto, 
according  to  their  respective  rights  and  priorities,  and 
may  order  a  reference  to  take  proofs  in  relation  to  such 
rights  and  priorities. 

§  4.  In  all  sales  under  judgments  to  be  rendered  in  these 
proceedings,  the  interest  of  the  owner  shall  be  sold,  subject 
to  any  prior  liens  existing  thereon,  unless  the  claimants 
under  such  liens  shall  be  made  parties  to  the  proceedings, 
in  which  case  the  court  shall  settle  the  rights  of  the  claim¬ 
ants,  and  the  payment  by  the  owner  of  any  valid  lien  or  of 
any  judgment  recovered  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  shall 
enure  to  him  as  a  payment  to  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
contractor. 
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§  5.  When  the  proceedings  are  commenced  by  a  person 
having  a  claim  against  a  contractor  with  the  owner,  such 
contractor  may  be  made  a  defendant  with  such  owner,  and 
judgment  may  be  rendered  against  the  contractor  for  the 
amount  which  shall  be  found  owing  by  him,  in  addition 
to  the  judgment  hereinbefore  provided  for  against  such 
owner,  and  the  court  may  award  costs  against  such  of  the 
parties  as  shall  be  just. 

§  6.  Whenever  the  owner  or  other  person  who  shall  be 
notified  by  the  claimant  to  appear  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  submit  to  an  accounting  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  qf  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall  not  appear, 
the  court  shall  order  a  writ  of  inquiry  to  issue,  or  appoint 
a  referee  to  have  the  damages  assessed  therein,  and  the 
subsequent  proceedings  thereon  shall  be  conducted  as  in 
other  actions  pending  in  the  said  court. '  In  the  marine 
and  district  courts  the  amount  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
court. 

§  7.  The  notice  to  create  a  lien  shall  be  verified  before 
filing,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  pleading  is  now  required 
to  be  verified  by  the  code  of  procedure. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  [  I  have  compared  the  preceding  with 
the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 
whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  eighteenth  day 

[l.  s.J  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  RECORDS  FOR 
THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  April  13, 1855,  three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 

and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  Wm.  C.  Wetmore,  Jonathan  Nathan,  Richard 
Busteed  and  George  P.  Nelson,  are  hereby  appointed 
commissioners  of  records  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  with  full  powers  to  examine  into  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  records,  documents,  maps  and  indices  in  the 
offices  of  the  clerk,  register  and  surrogate  of  said  city  and 
county,  and  to  have  the  same  copied  and  printed  in  such 
form  and  to  such  an  extent  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and 
to  do  such  further  acts  for  the  preservation  and  convenient 
examination  of  the  same,  as  the  public  interest  may  re¬ 
quire.  Said  clerk,  register  and  surrogate,  shall  be  ex 
officio  commissioners  in  reference  to  their  respective 
offices. 

§  2.  The  said  commissioners  shall  receive  no  compensa¬ 
tion  for  their  services.  The  necessary  expenses  incurred 
by  them  shall  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurer,  upon  the 
certificate  of  said  commissioners,  and  the  supervisors  of 
said  city  and  county  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  by  tax 
the  amount  required  to  defray  the  same. 

This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ( 

Secretary's  Office.  $  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
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certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
[l.  s.]  the  °ity  Abany,  this  eighteenth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec-  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  PROVIDE  FOR  COMPENSATING  PARTIES  WHOSE  PROPERTY 
MAY  BE  DESTROYED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  MOBS  OR  RIOTS. 

Passed  April  13, 1855 — Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  Whenever  any  building,  or  other  real  or  personal 
property  shall  be  destroyed  or  injured  in  consequenc  of  any 
mob  or  riot,  the  city  or  county  in  which  such  property  was 
situated,  shall  be  liable  to  an  action  by  or  in  behalf  of  the 
party  whose  property  was  thus  destroyed  or  injured,  for 
the  damages  sustained  by  reason  thereof. 

§  2.  Such  action  or  actions  may  be  brought  and  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  same  manner  that  other  actions  may  now  be 
prosecuted  by  law,  and  the  judgment  may  be  appealed 
from  in  the  manner  now  provided  for  appeals  in  civil 
actions;  and  whenever  any  final  judgment  shall  be  re¬ 
covered  against  any  such  city  or  county,  in  any  such 
action,  the  treasurer  of  said  city  or  county  shall,  upon  the 
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production  and  filing  in  his  office,  a  certified  copy  of  the 
judgment  roll,  pay  the  amount  of  such  judgment  to  the 
party  or  parties  entitled  thereto,  and  charge  the  amount 
thus  paid  to  said  city  and  county. 

§  3.  No  person  or  corporation,  shall  be  entitled  to  re¬ 
cover  in  any  such  action,  if  it  shall  appear  upon  the  trial 
thereof  that  such  destruction  or  injury  of  property  was 
occasioned,  or  in  any  manner  aided,  sanctioned,  or  per¬ 
mitted  by  the  carelessness  or  negligence  of  such  person  or 
corporation;  nor  shall  any  person  or  corporation  be  en¬ 
titled  to  recover  any  damages  for  any  destruction  or  in¬ 
jury  of  property  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  party  shall  have 
used  all  reasonable  diligence  to  prevent  such  damage,  and 
shall  have  notified  the  mayor  of  such  city,  or  the  sheriff  of 
such  county,  immediately  after  being  apprised  of  any 
threat  or  attempt  to  destroy  or  injure  his  or  their  pro¬ 
perty,  by  any  mob  or  riot,  of  the  facts  brought  to  his 
knowledge;  and  upon  the  receipt  of  such  notice  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  officer  to  take  all  legal  means  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  property  attacked  or  threatened;  and  any  such 
officer.or  officers  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform 
such  duty,  shall  be  liable  to  the  party  aggrieved  for  such 
damages  as  said  party  may  have  sustained  by  reason 
thereof,  provided  said  party  shall  elect  to  bring  his 
action  against  such  officer,  instead  of  such  city  or  county. 

§  4.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
any  person  or  corporation  whose  property  has  been  in¬ 
jured  or  destroyed  by  any  mob  or  riot,  from  having  or 
maintaining  an  action  against  each  and  every  person 
engaged,  or  in  any  manner  participating  in  such  riot  or 
mob. 
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§  5.  No  action  shall  be  maintained  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  unless  the  same  shall  be  brought  within  three 
months  after  the  loss  or  injury. 

§  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  op  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office.  )  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
at  the  city  of  Albany,  this  eighteenth 
s’^  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  REGULATE  THE  NUMBER  OP  BALLOTS  AND  BALLOT  BOXES 
TO  BE  USED  IN  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OP  NEW  YO$K  AND 
THE  MODE  OP  CANVASSING  VOTES  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE. 

Passed  April  14, 1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  At  elections  hereafter  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  boxes  to  be  used  in  receiving  the  ballots  thereat 
shall  be  marked  and  numbered  successively  as  follows: — 
number  one,  “President;”  number  two,  “State;”  number 
three  “  Congress;”  number  four,  “Senator;”  number  five, 
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“Assembly;”  number  six,  “City  and  County;”  number 
seven,  “Charter;”  number  eight,  “Judiciary;”  number 
nine  “  Justices.”  And  at  every  election  hereafter  to  be 
held  in  said  city,  such  number  of  boxes,  marked  as  afore¬ 
said,  shall  be  furnished  as  may  be  required  by  law  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  ballots  to  be  used  at  such  election. 

§  2.  The  ballots  f6r  electors  of  President  and  Vice 
and  President  shall  be  the  same  as  now  prescribed  by  law, 
when  folded,  shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside, 
the  words  “  President,  number  one.”  and  be  deposited  in 
box  number  one.  The  names  of  all  persons  which  the 
electors  of  said  city  are  or  may  be  authorized  to  vote  for 
state  officers,  except  judicial,  shall  be  upon  one  ballot, 
which  upon  the  face  thereof  shall  contain  a  designation  of 
the  office,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  voted  for,  or  such  of  them  as  any  voter 
may  desire  vote  for,  and  which,  when  folded,  shall  be 
indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside,  the  words,  “  State, 
number  two,”  and  shall  be  deposited  in  box  number  two. 
The  name  of  the  person  designated  for  representative  in 
Congress  shall  be  on  a  separate  ballot,  and  when  folded, 
shall  be  indorsed  or  show  on  the  outside,  the  words 
“Congress,  number  three,”  and  be  deposited  in  box  number 
three.  The  name  of  the  person  to  be  designated  for 
senator  shall  be  upon  a  separate  ballot,  and  when  folded, 
shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside,  the  words 
“  Senator,  number  four,”  and  shall  be  deposited  in  box 
number  four.  The  name  of  the  person  designated  for 
member  of  assembly  shall  be  upon  a  separate  ballot,  and 
when  folded,  shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside, 
the  words  “  Assembly  number  five,”  and  be  deposited  in 
box  number  five. 
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The  names  of  all  persons,  which  all  the  voters  of  said 
city  are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  vote  for,  at  any 
election,  except  state  and  judicial,  and  those  herein  desig¬ 
nated  to  be  voted  for  on  separate  ballots,  shall  be  upon 
one  ballot,  which  upon  the  face  thereof  shall  contain  a 
designation  of  the  office,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  voted  for,  or  such  of  them  as  any 
voter  may  desire  to  vote  for,  and  which,  when  folded, 
shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside  thereof,  the 
words  “  City  and  County,  number  six/7  and  be  deposited 
in  box  number  six. 

The  Alderman,  Councilmen,  Assessors,  Constables,  In¬ 
spectors  of  Elections,  and  School  Officers  of  each  Ward, 
or  such  of  them,  as  are  to  be  elected  at  such  election, 
shall  be  upon  one  ballot,  which  ballot,  upon  the  face 
thereof,  shall  contain  a  designation  of  the  office,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  voted  for, 
or  such  of  them  as  any  voter  may  desire  to  vote  for,  and 
which,  when  folded,  shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the 
outside,  the  words  “  Charter,  number  seven/7  and  be  de¬ 
posited  in  box  number  seven.  And  when  any  such  ballot 
may  contain  the  names  of  persons  designated  for  council- 
men  or  inspectors  of  elections  for  other  council  or  election 
districts  than  that  where  the  ballot  is  deposited,  the  names 
of  the  councilmen  or  inspector  designated  as  for  that  coun¬ 
cil  or  election  district,  shall  be  counted,  and  the  others 
ejected  as  surplusage. 

The  names  of  all  persons  designated  for  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  for  Surrogate,  Recorder,  City  Judge,  and 
for  all  other  judicial  officers  which  all  the  voters  of  said 
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city  are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  vote  for  at  any 
election,  shall  be  upon  one  ballot,  which,  upon  the  face 
thereof,  shall  contain  a  designation  of  the  office  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  person  to  be  voted  for,  or  such  of 
them  as  any  voter  may  desire  to  vote  for,  and  which, 
when  folded,  shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside, 
the  words  “  Judiciary,  number  eight,”  and  shall  be  de¬ 
posited  in  box  number  eight. 

The  ballot  for  Police  and  Civil  Justices  shall  contain 
a  designation  of  the  office,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  voted  for,  or  such  of  them  as  any 
voter  may  desire  to  vote  for,  and  which,  when  folded, 
shall  be  indorsed  or  show  upon  the  outside,  the  words 
“  Justices,  number  nine,”  and  be  deposited  in  box  number 
nine. 

§  3.  All  ballots  shall  hereafter,  in  all  the  election  dis¬ 
tricts  in  this  state,  be  canvassed  in  the  following  order,  as 
far  as  number  five,  inclusive;  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York  through  the  entire  list: 

1.  Electors  of  President  and  Yice  President; 

2.  State  Officers,  other  than  Judiciary. 

3.  Members  of  Congress. 

4.  State  Senators. 

5.  Members  of  Assembly, 

6.  County  and  City  (of  New  York)  Officers. 

7.  Town  and  Charter  Officers. 

8.  State  and  County  Judicial  Officers. 

9.  Police  and  Civil  Justices. 

At  the  completion  of  the  canvass  of  each  box,  the 
chairman  of  the  inspectors  of  election  shall  make  public 
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oral  proclamation  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  in  such 
box,  and  of  the  whole  number  given  for  each  person,  with 
the  name  of  the  office  to  which  such  person  was  named  on 
the  ballots. 

§  4.  This  act  shall  be  deemed  a  portion  of  the  electoral 
law  of  the  state,  and  any  violation  thereof,  shall  be  pun¬ 
ished  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  general 
statutes  regulating  elections. 

§  5.  The  act,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  number  of 
boxes  to  be  used  at  elections,  passed  March  twenty  three, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  heretofore  passed,  so  far  as  the  same  are  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of 
[L*  S*J  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec .  of  State . 
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AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  FIRST  DIVISION  AND  FIFTH  BRIGADE  OF 
THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  MILITIA. 

Passed  April  14, 1855 — Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 

and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows : 

$  1.  The  first  division  district  shall  comprise  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  New  York  and  Richmond;  and  the  several  uni¬ 
formed  corps  in  said  counties,  as  now  organized  and  here¬ 
after  to  be  organized,  shall  constitute  the  uniformed  mili¬ 
tary  force  of  the  first  division;  and  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  said  corps  shall,  ex¬ 
cept  as  they  may  be  modified  by  this  act,  remain  in  full 
force,  and  shall  apply  to  the  several  corps  of  said  division. 

§  2.  The  division,  brigade,  regimental  and  company  dis¬ 
tricts,  as  now  organized,  shall  continue  and  remain  as  the 
military  districts  of  the  first  division,  except  the  county  of 
Richmond,  which  is  hereby  organized  into  a  regimental 
district,  subject,  however,  to  such  alterations  and  consoli¬ 
dations  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
see  fit  to  make. 

§  3.  If  any  brigade  or  regiment  shall  elect  to  go  into 
camp  for  one  or  more  days,  either  within  or  without  the 
bounds  of  the  division  district,  the  commanding  officer  may 
cause  those  under  his  command  to  perform  any  field  or 
camp  duty,  and  conform  to  such  police  regulations  as  hQ 
shall  require;  and  may  also  put  under  guard  for  a  day  any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  disobey  the 
orders  of  his  superior  officer,  or  in  any  way  interrupt  the 
exercises-,  also  all  other  persons  who  shall  trespass  upon 
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the  parade  ground,  or  in  any  way  or  manner  interrupt  or 
molest  the  orderly  discharge  of  duty  of  those  under  arms; 
and  also  may  prohibit  and  prevent  the  sale  of  all  spiritu¬ 
ous  liquors  (except  by  licensed  houses)  within  one  mile  of 
such  parade  or  encampment,  and  also  in  his  discretion 
may  abate,  as  nuisances,  all  hucksters  or  auction,  sales 
or  gambling, 

§  4.  All  persons  liable  to  military  duty  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  in  any  of  said  company  districts,  who 
are  not  members  of  the  uniformed  military  force  of  the 
said  division,  shall  be  enrolled  as  hereinafter  provided, 
and  shall  be  commanded  by  the  captain  of  the  company 
district  in  which  they  shall  reside,  or  in  his  absence  by 
any  company  officer  belonging  to  the  regimental  district, 
who  may  be  assigned  to  the  performance  of  such  duty  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  such  regiment. 

§  5.  All  able-bodied  white  male  citizens  of  this  state, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  residing  in 
said  division  district,  and  not  members  of  any  uniformed 
company,  and  who  are  not  exempted  from  military  duty  by 
the  laws  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States,  shall  consti¬ 
tute  the  ununiformed  militia  of  said  division,  and,  as  such, 
shall  be  attached  to  the  uniformed  company  within  whose 
^company  district  they  shall  respectively  reside,  or  in  the 
•a.event  of  there  not  being  an  uniformed  company  attached 
4©  such  district,  they  shall  be  under  the  command  of  the 
-  offieer  who  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  assigned  to  com¬ 
mand  the  same;  and  after  being  notified  of  their  enroll- 
,  ment,  as  hereinafter  provided,  they  shall,  within  six  months, 
;arm  and  equip  themselves,  as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
-the  United  States. 
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§•6.  All  persons  subject  to  military  duty,  residing  with¬ 
in  the  several  company  districts,  shall  be  enrolled  by  the 
commanding  officer  thereof,  who  shall  annually,  or  as  often 
as  may  be  requisite,  appoint  one  or  more  of  his  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers,  or  other  proper  person  or  persons  to  be 
approved  by  the  division  board  (each  of  whom,  for  the 
period  of  his  appointment,  shall  be  a  non-commissioned 
officer  of  such  company  district,)  to  serve  notices  of  enroll¬ 
ment,  warnings  to  attend  the  annual  parade,  and  such 
other  notices  as  may  be  necessary.  The  non-commissioned 
officer  or  officers  appointed,  shall,  on  or  before  Saturday 
preceding  the  first  Monday  of  October  in  each  year,  return 
upon  oath  to  the  said  commandant,  who  shall  have  power 
to  administer  the  same,  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
persons  warned  and  notified  by  him,  and  the  time  and 
mode  of  serving  the  same;  and  shall  receive  for  his  or 
their  services  such  compensation  as  the  division  board  may 
allow  for  the  same. 

§  7.  There  shall  be  a  division  board  of  officers,  to  consist 
of  the  commandant  of  the  division,  who  shall  be  president 
thereof,  and  the  commandants  of  brigades  and  regiments, 
and  the  said  board  shall  have  power  to  pass  by-laws  for 
its  government;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  commandant  of 
division,  the  senior  officer  present  shall  preside  at  the 
meeting  of  said  board,  which  shall  be  open  to  the  commis¬ 
sioned  officers  of  the  division.  The  board  may  appoint  a 
secretary,  and  remove  him  from  time  to  time  as  it  may  see 
fit.  The  salary  of  said  secretary,  which  shall  not  exceed 
fifty  dollars  per  year,  and  all  other  necessary  expenses  of  the 
said  board,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  commutation  fund,  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  on  the 
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vote  of  said  board,  and  on  requisition  signed  by, the  presi¬ 
dent  and  secretary  thereof. 

§  8.  There  shall  be  but  one  parade  of  the  uniformed  mi¬ 
litia  in  each  year,  which  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  October,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  at  ten  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  for  which  purpose  they  shall  assemble,  armed 
and  equipped  according  to  law,  at  such  day  and  place, 
within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  company  districts,  as 
the  commandant  of  the  regiment  shall  direct,  for  company 
parade,  inspection  and  martial  exercise,  and  shall  not 
leave  their  company  without  permission  until  sunset,  at 
which  time  they  shall  be  dismissed.  In  the  orders  desig¬ 
nating  the  place  of  said  parade,  the  said  commandant  of 
the  regiment  shall  also  designate  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  appeals  from  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by  rea¬ 
son  of  non-attendance,  or  other  delinquency,  at  such  parade, 
and  shall  cause  a  copy  of  said  orders  to  be  duly  served 
upon  the  commissioned  officers  of  his  regiment.  After  the 
companies  assemble  on  the  day  of  parade,  they  may,  by 
order  of  the  commandant  of  the  regiment  on  parade,  be 
brought  together  for  regimental  parade. 

§  9.  For  the  purpose  of  warning  the  uniformed  privates 
of  any  company  district  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  attend 
the  said  annual  parade,  the  commandant  of  each  regimen¬ 
tal  district  shall  furnish  the  commandant  of  each  company 
district  with  a  sufficient  number  of  notices.  The  said  no¬ 
tices  shall  contain  the  company  bounds,  the  time  and  place 
of  assembling,  the  time  allowed  for  commuting,  the  place 
where  commutations  are  to  be  paid,  and  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  holding  the  court  of  appeals.  Such  notice 
shall  be  served  at  the  residence  of  the  persons  notified, 
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either  personally  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  such  residences 
with  some  person  of  suitable  age,  or  in  case  of  absence  or 
a  refusal  to  receive  the  same,  by  leaving  it  at  such  resi¬ 
dences.  Whenever  the  commandant  of  a  company  district 
shall  elect  to  make  such  service,  he  shall  be  allowed  the 
same  compensation  as  would  be  allowed  to  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  therefor. 

§  10.  Any  person  not  a  member  of  a  uniformed  company 
residing  in  any  of  the  company  districts,  who  shall  pay  to 
the  collector  of  his  town  or  ward,  or  receiver  of  taxes  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  commutation  of  seventy-five  cents 
on  or  before  the  day  of  the  annual  parade  of  the  ununi¬ 
formed  militia,  shall  be  exempt  from  performing  any  mili¬ 
tary  duty  at  such  annual  parade  during  the  said  year. 

§  11.  The  said  collector  or  receiver  of  tates  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  dayhf  November  in  each  year,  pay  over  all 
moneys  received  by  them  as  commutation  for  military  duty 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  re¬ 
taining  out  of  all  such  moneys  five  per  cent,  as  their  com¬ 
pensation;  and  they  shall  respectively  present  to  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  division  board  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  per¬ 
sons,  and  the  regiment  and  company  to  which  the  persons 
may  respectively  belong,  who  shall  have  so  commuted, 
stating  the  amount  received,  with  the  treasurer’s  receipt 
therefor. 

§  12.  If  any  collector  or  receiver  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  to  the  city  or  county  treasurer  the  moneys  required 
to  be  paid  by  this  act,  or  to  perform  any  duties  required 
by  this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

§  13.  The  moneys  so  paid,  with  fines  to  be  collected  in 
said  counties  for  not  performing  military  duty,  or  for  any 
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delinquency,  shall  constitute  a  fund  to  be  exclusively  ap- 
plied  to  riiilitary  purposes;  in  defraying  the  necessary  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  several  uniform  corps  in  said  division,  and 
said  moneys,  after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  the  regiments  composing  said  division. 
And  there  shall  be  a  board  of  officers  of  each  regiment 
which  shall  consist  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  who  shall  be  the  president  thereof,  and  the  field  and 
line  officers  of  said  regiment,  a  majority  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  being  one.  And  the 
president  of  such  board  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may 
deem  necessary,  convene  the  said  board  of  officers,  and  such 
board,  when  so  convened,  shall  audit  all  just  claims  on  the 
military  fund  of  such  regiment  for  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  regiment,  and  on  the  vote  of  the  said  board,  and  on 
requisition  signed  by  the  president  and  the  secretary  thereof, 
the  county  treasurer  shall  be  required  to  pay  all  such 
claims  out  of  any  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  mil¬ 
itary  fund  of  such  regiment;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  board,  by  their  president  and  secretary,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  to  make  a  return 
to  the  adjutant-general,  of  the  amount  of  moneys  so  drawn 
from  the  county  treasurer,  showing  the  manner  in  which 
these  moneys  have*been  expended,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
each  company  in  his  regiment.  And  the  said  county  trea¬ 
surer  also  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  of 
each  year,  make  a  return  to  the  adjutant-general  of  all 
moneys  received  by  him  for  military  purposes,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  expended,  together 
with  the  receipts  for  the  same. 
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§  14.  Every  ununiformed  private  who  shall  be  regularly 
enrolled,  and  duly  notified  thereof,  as  herein  before  pre¬ 
scribed,  and  who  shall  not  have  commuted  as  aforesaid, 
and  who  shall  refuse  or  reglect  to  appear  at  such  parade  as 
specified  in  this  act,  .shall  pay  a  fine  of  three  dollars.  For 
every, other  delinquency  he  shall  pay  the  penalties  now 
prescribed  by  law. 

§  15.  Every  commanding  officer  of  each  company  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year,  return 
the  whole  number  of  able-bodied  white  male  citizens,  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty -five  years,  residing 
within  his  district,  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  to  the  command¬ 
ant  of  his  regiment,  who  shall  make  a  like  return  to  his 
brigade  inspector,  to  enable  him  to  report  the  same  to  the 
adjutant-general. 

§  16.  The  several  corps  in  said  division  shall  be  ordered 
out  for  exercise  at  least  eight  and  not  exceeding  twelve 
times  in  each  year;  two  of  such  parades  shall  be  by  divi¬ 
sion,  two  by  brigade,  and  the  remaining  parades  by  regi¬ 
ments  or  companies,  as  the  commandant  or  the  regiment 
may  direct;  and  not  more  than  one  of  either  of  all  such 
parades  of  any  corps  shall  be  ordered  on  the  same  day. 
The  brigade  parades,  at  least  one  of  them,  shall  be  for 
practice  in  evolutions  of  the  line;  the  regimental  and 
company  parades  for  training,  discipline,  and  improving 
in  martial  exercise;  and  each  of  such  parades  shall  not  be 
less  than  three  hours  duration,  either  on  parade  grounds 
or  in  drill  rooms  suitable  for  such  purpose.  Every  com- 
mandantof  brigade,  regiment  or  company,  and  every  officer 
who  may  be  in  command  at  any  parade,  and  who  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with,  or  shall  violate  the  re* 
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quirements  of  this  section,  shall  be  arrested  by  the  proper 
authority,  either  on  complaint  or  when  cognizant  of  any 
such  violation,  neglect  or  refusal,  and  brought  to  trial  be¬ 
fore  a  court  martial,  who  shall  on  conviction,  sentence  him 
to  be  cashiered,  or  fined  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  nor  less  than  ten  dollars.  Every  officer,  non¬ 
commissioned  officer,  musician  and  private,  who  shall  ap¬ 
pear  on  parade  not  fully  armed  and  equipped,  or  without 
a  uniform,  shall  be  returned  as  absent,  and  fined  accord¬ 
ingly. 

§  17.  The  commandant  of  said  division  shall  exercise 
the  officers  thereof  for  their  military  improvement,  at  least 
twice  in  each  year;  the  commandants  of  brigades  shall  ex¬ 
ercise  the  officers  of  their  respective  brigades  at  least 
twice  in  each  year,  and  the  commandants  of  regiments 
shall  exercise  their  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers  at  least  twice  in  each  year;  every  commissioned 
officer,  for  non-attendance  at  any  of  these  meetings,  when 
duly  warned  or  summoned,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars, 
and  every  non-commissioncd  officer  a  fine.of  three- dollars. 
And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  commandants  of  regiments 
to  exercise  their  various  regiments  in  battalion  drill  at 
least  one  evening  in  each  of  the  following  months,  to  wit: 
November,  December,  January,  February  and  March,  and 
the  fines  for  non-attendance  to  these  drills  shall  be  such  as 
the  regimental  board  of  officers  may  direct. 

§  18.  There  shall  be  a  review  and  inspection  of  each 
regiment  and  separate  battalion  in  each  brigade  between 
the  first  and  twentieth  days  of  October  in  each  year,  by 
order  of  the  commandant  thereof,  at  such  place  and  hour 
as  the  brigade  inspector  shall  deem  requisite  to  the  faith- 
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ful  performance  of  his  duties;  and  no  two  regiments  in 
the  same  brigade  shall  be  inspected  on  the  same  day,  un¬ 
less  approved  of  by  the  brigade  inspector. 

§  19.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  brigade  inspector  to 
attend  the  annual  review  and  inspection  of  the  several 
regiments  and  separate  battalions  in  his  brigade,  to  in¬ 
spect  their  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  superin¬ 
tend  their  exercises  and  manoeuvres,  and  introduce  the 
system  of  military  discipline  prescribed  by  law,  and  such 
orders  as  he  shall  from  time  to  receive  from  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  this  state,  and  on  such  days  he  shall 
take  command  as  drill  officer,  so  far  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  the  execution  of  such  duties,  and  shall,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter,  transmit  to  the  adjutant-general  a  state¬ 
ment,  reporting  therein  the  actual  situation  of  the  arms, 
accoutrements  and  ammunition  of  the  several  corps,  and 
every  other  thing  which  in  his  judgment  may  relate  to 
their  government  and  their  general  advancement  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

§  20.  Should  the  office  of  brigade  inspector  of  any  bri¬ 
gade  be  vacant  at  the  annual  review  and  inspection,  or  in 
case  of  sickness  or  of  any  other  cause  that  may  prevent 
the  attendance  of  the  brigade  inspector  at  such  review  and 
inspection,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  adjutant-general 
(except  in  case  of  emergency,  when  the  same  duty  shall 
devolve  on  the  major-general)  to  assign  any  other  brigade 
inspector  belonging  to  the  division,  to  act  as  such  for  the 
time  being. 

§  21.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  brigade  inspector  to 
make  a  statement  in  his  annual  report,  as  to  any  or  all  vio- 
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lations  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  this  act,  and  to  enable 
him  to  do  so  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  commandants  of  regi¬ 
ments  to  cause  a  copy  of  all  orders  for  regimental  and 
company  parades  to  be  served  on  the  brigade  inspector, 
and  also  of  the  adjutant  or  officer  performing  the#duty  of 
adjutant,  within  ten  day3  after  any  regimental  parade  to 
make  a  like  statement  to  the  brigade  inspector,  with  a  view 
to  the  same  end. 

§  22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  commandants  of  companies, 
at  the  annual  inspection,  to  furnish  the  brigade  inspector 
with  a  return  which  shall  show: 

1st.  The  number  of  commissioned,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  his  company  or  troop 
present  on  parade,  designating  the  number  of  each. 

2d.  The  number  of  such  company  absent  from  parade. 

3d.  The  uniforms,  arms  and  equipments  inspected. 

4th.  The  number  of  uniforms  belonging  to  said  company 
or  troop. 

5th.  The  arms  and  equipments  in  the  possession  of  said 
company  or  troop. 

§  23.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  commandant  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  or  battalion,  at  the  annual  inspection,  to  furnish  the 
brigade  inspector  with  a  return  of  the  field  and  staff 
officers  and  non-commissioned  staff  officers,  musicians,  and 
sappers  and  miners  of  said  regiment  or  battalion,  present 
and  absent,  armed  and  equipped  and  uniformed  according 
to  law  and  regulation, 

§  24.  The  commandant  of  each  brigade  shall  attend, 
with  the  officers  of  the  brigade  staff,  armed  and  equipped 
as  the  law  and  regulation  direct,  the  annual  inspection 
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and  review  of  at  least  one  of  the  several  regiments  and 
battalions  in  his  brigade.® 

§  25.  In  case  any  general  officer  or  any  member  of  his 
staff  shall  neglect  to  attend  such  inspection  and  review,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  adjutant-general  to  require  such 
officer  to  render  an  excuse  in  writing  to  the  commander-in¬ 
chief  for  his  delinquency.  If  the  commander-in-chief  shall 
deem  such  excuse  insufficient,  he  shall  order  a  court  mar¬ 
tial  to  try  the  delinquency. 

§  26.  No  parade  or  rendezvous  of  the  militia  shall  be 
ordered  on  any  day  during  which  a  general  or  special 
election  shall  be  held,  nor  within  five  days  previous  to 
such  election,  except  in  case  of  riot,  invasion  or  insurrec¬ 
tion,  or  of  imminent  danger  thereof;  and  if  any  officer 
shall  order  any  such  parade  or  rendezvous,  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  people  of  this  state  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

§  27.  For  the  purpose  of  warning  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians  and  privates  to  any  parade,  encampment 
or  place  of  rendezvous,  the  commandant  of  each  company 
shall  issue  his  orders,  under  his  hand,  to  his  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers,  or  to  such  pf  them  as  he  may  deem  proper, 
requiring  them  respectively  to  warn  all  the  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  his  company  to 
appear  at  such  parade,  encampment  or  place  of  rendezvous, 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  law  and  regulation. 

§  28.  Such  non-commissioned  officer  shall  make  a  return 
to  his  commandant,  in  which  he  shall  state  the  names  of 
all  persons  by  him  warned,  and  the  manner  of  warning 
them  respectively,  and  shall  make  oath  to  the  truth  of 
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such  return;  which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  the  com¬ 
mandant,  and  certified  by  him  on  the  warrant  or  return. 

§  29.  Such  commandant  shall  deliver  the  return,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  own  return  of  all  delinquencies,  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  regiment. 

§  30.  The  return  of  such  non-commissioned  officer,  so 
sworn  to  and  certified,  shall  be  as  good  evidence  of  the 
facts  therein  stated  as  if  such  officer  had  testified  to  the 
same  before  the  commanding  officer  of  his  regiment,  or  the 
field  officer  designated  by  him  to  hear  appeals. 

§  31.  The  officers  and  non-commissioned  staff  officers  of 
each  regiment  shall  be  warned  to  attend  any  parade  or 
drill,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  law  for  the 
warning  of  the  uniformed  privates  of  any  company;  and 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  may  designate 
and  orjler  any  or  all  of  the  non-commissioned  staff  officers 
of  the  regiment  to  perform  that  duty,  who  shall  make  re¬ 
turn  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  or  the  adjutant  of 
the  regiment,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  pen¬ 
alties  for  delinquencies  as  are  by’law  imposed  on  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers  of  companies  for  similar  delinquencies. 

§  32.  Allfnotices,  warrants  or  summons  for  officers,  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the  uni¬ 
formed  corps  to  attend  parade,  drill,  improvement  meeting 
or  court  martial,  may  be  served  cither  personally  or  by 
leaving  a  written  or  printed  notice,  containing  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  such  notice,  warrant  or  summons,  at  the  dwell¬ 
ing-house,  store,  counting-house  or  usual  place  of  business 
of  the  person  to  be  notified,  warned  or  summoned,  with 
some  person  of  suitable  age  and  discretion. 
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§  33.  Any  commissioned  officer  of  a  company  may,  with¬ 
out  a  warrant,  warn  any  or  all  of  the  members  of  his  com¬ 
pany  to  appear  at  any  parade,  encampment  or  place  of 
rendezvous.  Such  warning  may  be  given  by  him,  either 
personally  or  by  leaving  or  affixing  a  notice,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  given  by  a  non-commissioned  officer;  and  his 
certificate,  upon  honor,  shall  be  received  by  any  court 
martial  as  legal  evidence  of  such  warning. 

§  34.  Nothing  in  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  preclude,  in  the  absence  of  a  proper  return, 
the  giving  in  evidence,  at  any  court  martial  upon  trial  for 
delinquencies,  neglects  of  duty  or  offence  whatsoever,  mat¬ 
ters  of  fact  which  go  to  substantiate  the  charge  or  offence; 
but  all  such  proofs  shall  be  received  under  the  usual  rules 
of  evidence  in  courts  of  justice. 

§  35.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commandant  of  each 
company  to  keep  a  book  or  books  in  which  he  shall,  on 
the  day  of  any  parade,  register  the  names  of  delinquents 
for  non-appearance,  disobedience  of  orders,  unofficer  or 
unsoldier-like  conduct  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  the  names 
of  all  persons  who  shall  be  deficient  in  uniform,  arms, 
equipments  or  accoutrements.  Each  of  the  above  delin¬ 
quencies  and  deficiencies  shall  in  such  books  be  fully  writ¬ 
ten  and  expressed,  with  such  explanations  as  he  may  deem 
proper  to  make;  and  to  each  offence  he  shall  fix  the  pen¬ 
alty,  imposed  by  law,  each  person  so  offending  shall  be 
liable  to  pay.  And  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
staff  officers  of  any  regiment,  and  the  officers,  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  uniformed  privates  and  musicians  of 
every  uniformed  company,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  designated  in  section  six  of  this  act,  shall  be  sub- 
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ject  to  the  fines  and  penalties  prescribed  by  law.  Delin¬ 
quencies  and  deficiencies  of  commissioned  officers  or  non¬ 
commissioned  staff  officers  at  any  parade  or  drill  shall, 
under  the  directions  of  the  commandant  of  the  regiment, 
be  noted  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  adjutant 
or  officer  performing  the  duty  of  adjutant  of  each  regi¬ 
ment,  and  shall  be  returned,  certified  by  him,  to  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  brigade)  who  shall,  from  time  to  time,  order 
a  brigade  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  delinquencies  and 
deficiencies  so  returned,  and  also  for  all  offences;  and  the 
mode  of  appointment,  and  the  proceedings,  powers  and 
duties  of  said  court,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act. 

§  36.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commandant  of  each 
company,  within  ten  days  after  any  parade,  to  deliver  such 
book  or  books,  together  with  the  return  designated  in 
section  twenty-eighth,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
regiment,  certified  by  him  that  the  fines  set  opposite  to  the 
names  of  the  persons  designated  in  said  book  were  incur¬ 
red  by  said  persons,  and  that  the  statements  made  in  said 
book  are  in  all  respects  just  and  true,  and  that  the  name 
of  every  person  liable  to  fine  for  any  delinquency  or  de¬ 
ficiency,  at  such  parade  is  therein  inserted.  And  such  book 
or  books,  duly  certified  by  such  commandant  of  company, 
shall  be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  matter 
therein  contained  in  all  courts  in  this  state;  and  for  any  fail¬ 
ure  faithfully  to  comply  with  the  duties,  or  any  of  them,  im¬ 
posed  by  this  or  the  next  preceding  section,  the  officer  so 
failing  shall  be  arrested  and  tried  by  a  brigade  court  mar¬ 
tial,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  cashiered  and  incapacitat¬ 
ed  from  holding  any  military  commission,  or  shall  be  pun- 
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ished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  to  be 
sentenced  to  be  reprimanded,  as  the  court  may  order. 

§  37.  Every  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  pri¬ 
vate  who  shall  be  returned  in  such  book  or  books  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  his  regiment  as  being  liable  to  any 
of  the  penalties  mentioned,  may  appeal  to  such  command¬ 
ing  officer,  or  the  field  officer  designated  by  him  to  hear 
appeals,  to  remit  or  mitigate  any  such  penalty. 

§  38.  The  commandant  of  each  regiment  shall  designate 
in.  orders,  at  least  once  in  three  months,  the  time  and  place 
for  hearing  appeals  from  any  fine  or  penalty  imposed  upon 
any  uniformed  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  pri¬ 
vate  during  the  military  year;  and  the  commandant  of 
every  uniformed  company  shall  cause  due  notice  thereof  to 
be  given  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and 
uniformed  privates  in  his  command  who  may  have  incurred 
such  fine  or  penalty.  Such  notice  may  be  served  in  the 
manner  provided  for  serving  warnings  to  attend  any 
parade. 

§  39.  Such  commanding  officer  of  regiment,  or  such  field 
officer  as  he  may  designate  in  orders,  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  all  appeals,  to  issue 
subpoenas  for  all  witnesses  whose  attendance  at  such  ap¬ 
peal  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  and  also  on  application  for  all  wit¬ 
nesses  in  behalf  of  any  non-commissioned  officer,  private  or 
person  returned  for  any  delinquency  or  deficiency.  He 
shall  also  have  power  to  administer  the  usual  oath  to  wit¬ 
nesses/and  shall  have  the  same  power  to  compel  attending 
witnesses  to  be  sworn  and  testify;  to  compel  the  attendance 
6 


* 


Doc.  No.  22.) 


82 


of  witnesses  and  to  preserve  order,  as  courts  of  common 
law  jurisdiction,  and  all  sheriffs,  jailers  and  constables  are 
hereby  required  to  execute  any  precept  issued  by  such 
officer  for  that  purpose;  and  in  all  respects  shall  have  the 
same  power  and  jurisdiction  as  the  president  of  any  court 
martial  appointed  in  pursuance  of  law  for  the  trial  of  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer. 

§  40.  The  decision  upon  all  appeals  required  by  this  act 
to  be  made  to  such  commanding  officer  of  regiment,  or  to 
the  field  officer  designated  by  him,  for  the  remission  or 
mitigation  of  any  fine  or  penalty,  after  he  shall  have  con¬ 
sidered  and  decided  on  the  same,  shall  be  final.  He  shall 
then  immediately  transcribe  the  names  of  all  the  persons 
liable  for  any  fine  incurred  and  not  remitted,  in  a  book  to 
be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

§  41.  Within  thirty  days  after  the  time  shall  have  ex¬ 
pired  to  hear  the  appeals,  the  officer  hearing  and  deciding 
the  same  shall  cause  a  list  of  all  the  persons  of  whom  fines 
or  penalties  are  to  be  collected,  designating  the  company 
to  which  they  respectively  belong,  their  places  of  resi¬ 
dence,  and  the  suras  imposed  as  fines  on  each  person,  to  be 
made,  and  shall  issue  his  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal 
for  the  collection  of  such  fines,  directed  to  some  suitable 
person  or  persons,  whom  he  shall  appoint  in  such  warrant 
to  be  a  marshal  or  marshals  for  that  purpose,  who  shall 
take  such  warrant  and  discharge  and  perform  all  the  du¬ 
ties  required,  therein,  which  duties  shall  be  the  same  as  re¬ 
quired  in  cases  of  warrants  directed  by  the  president  of  re¬ 
gimental  court  martial  for  the  collection  of  fines;  and  such 
person  or  persons  shall  have  the  same  powers,  rights  and 
privileges  under  such  warrant,  as  are  possessed  by  sheriffs 
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by  virtue  of  any  execution  issued  to  a  sheriff  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  a  judgment  in  a  civil  action. 

§  42.  Every  such  marshal,  to  whom  any  such  list  and 
warrant  shall  be  directed  and  delivered,  shall  execute  the 
same  in  the  manner  as  heretofore  provided  by  law  in  such 
cases,  and  shall  receive  the  same  fees  for  collection,  with 
the  additional  sum  of  twenty  cents  as  costs  on  each  dollar 
therefor.  He  shall  also  make  return  of  such  warrant  and 
all  moneys  collected  thereon  to  the  officer  issuing  it,  or  his 
successor  in  office,  in  the  manner  now  provided  by  law 
regulating  executions  on  justices’  judgments,  and  shall 
have  power  to  collect  fines  on  any  such  warrant  in  any 
county  where  any  person  named  on  such  list  may  be  found; 
and  such  warrant  may  be  renewed  or  a  new  warrant  is¬ 
sued  by  the  officer  issuing  it,  or  his  successor  in  office, 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the 
date  of  the  issue  of  the  first  warrant;  and  whenever  neces¬ 
sary  or  proper,  a  marshal  or  marshals,  in  place  of  those 
appointed,  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  as  afore¬ 
said. 

§  43.  Every  marshal  who  shall  accept  such  warrant,  and 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  discharge  or  execute  any 
duty  or  act  therein  required,  or  to  r  eturn  the  same  to  the 
commandant  of  the  regiment  whenever  demanded,  or  to* 
pay  over  moneys  collected  thereon  to  the  officer  issuing 
the  same,  shall,  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  be  deem¬ 
ed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

§  44.  Every  person  who  shall  have  incurred  any  fine, 
may  pay  the  same  to  the  officer  of  his  regiment  holding 
the  court  of  appeals  on  the  day  of  hearing  appeals,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  without  fee  or  charge  of  any  kind. 
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and  he  shall  enter  the  name  of  the  person  paying  tbe  same, 
and  the  amount  paid,  in  a  book,  which  he  shall  keep  for 
that  purpose;  and,  if  the  officer  holding  the  court  of  appeals 
be  a  field  officer,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  on  re¬ 
quisition,  pay  over  and  account  for,  to  the  commandant  of 
his  regiment,  all  moneys  received  by  him;  and  for  a  fail¬ 
ure  to  comply  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  prescribed 
in  the  forty-seventh  section  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

§  45.  Such  commanding  officer  of  regiment  shall  pay  all 
such  moneys  received  by  him  to  the  county  treasurer 
aforesaid. 

§  46.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  treasurer  respectively 
to  require  such  commanding  officer  to  render  an  account 
in  writing,  under  oath,  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  on 
account  of  fines,  and  of  all  fines  imposed,  at  least  once  in 
each  year,  at  such  time  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

§  47.  Every  such  commanding  officer  who  shall  wilfully 
neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  such  request  for  the  space 
of  ten  days,  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  cashiered,  and 
fined  in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

§  48.  All  courts  of  inquiry  may  be  instituted  as  now 
provided  by  law;  but  no  such  court  shall  consist  of  more 
than  three  officers,  who  may,  if  approved  of  by  the  officer 
ordering  the  court,  require  a  judge  advocate  to  attend 
such  court,  in  taking  testimony,  and  in  investigating  any 
matter  that  may  come  before  such  court. 

§  49.  All  other  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  officers, 
shall  be  ordered  and  conducted  as  provided  by  law;  such 
court  shall  consist  of  three  officers, ftwo  of  whom  shall  be 
of  the  same  grade  as  the  officer  to  be  tried. 
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§  50.  The  president  of  any  court  martial  shall  issue  his 
warrant  for  the  collection  of  all  fines  imposed  by  said 
court,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  the 
court  was  held,  or  in  which  the  delinquent  resides,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  such  fines  in  the  same  manner 
as  he  is  authorized  to  collect  any  debt  upon  a  civil  process, 
together  with  lawful  costs;  return  shall  be  made  by  the 
sheriff  to  such  president  or  the  commandant  of  the  brigade 
or  division,  and  the  officer  to  whom  return  may  be  made, 
shall  pay  the  amount  collected  to  the  county  treasurer, 
and  the  same  shall  be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

§  51.  The  expenses  of  all  such  courts  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  county  treasurer,  from  the  commutation 
moneys  and  fines  collected  in  said  first  division,  on  the- 
certifieate  of  the  officer  ordering  such  court,  but  no  com¬ 
missioned  officer  of  said  division  shall  receive  any  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  performance  of  any  duty  appertaining  to 
such  court. 

§  52,  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  imprisonment  of  any  person  for  the  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  any  fine  or  commutation  sum  provided  for  by  this 
act;  but  no  property  of  the  party  find,  now  exempt  from 
execution,  shall  be  so  exempt  from  the  payment  of  his  fine. 

§  58.  The  official  bond  of  the  collector  and  receiver 
mentioned  in  this  act  shall  contain  a  condition  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  respect¬ 
ively  by  this  act. 

§  54.  The  commissary-general  of  the  state  shall  furnish, 
on  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief,  all  necessary 
arms,  ammunition  and  equipments  suited  to  the  particular 
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company  or  corps  belonging  to  each  regiment,  required 
for  camp  and  field  duty;  the  same  to  be  furnished  at  the 
expense  of  the  state. 

§  55.  The  company  officers  of  each  company  shall  be  re- 
ponsible  for  the  safe  keeping  and  return  of  all  arms  and 
and  equipments  committed  to  their  charge,  and  shall  exe¬ 
cute  such  bonds  as  the  commissary-general  shall  require 
from  time  to  time;  and  no  company  shall  be  so  furnished 
until  bonds  for  their  safe  keeping  and  return  shall  be  made 
out  and  approved  by  the  commissary  general. 

§  56.  The  commissary  general  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations  as  may  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  observance  of 
all  officers  having  charge  of  any  arms,  equipments,  or 
other  property  of  the  people  of  this  state. 

§  57.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  injure  any  armory 
or  its  fixtures,  or  any  gun,  sword,  pistol  or  other  property 
of  the  state,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

§  58.  Every  officer  of  division,  brigade,  field,  line  or 
staff,  and  every  officer  and  private  of  any  uniform  com¬ 
pany  in  this  division,  shall  provide  himself  with  an  uni¬ 
form  and  equipments  complete,  which  shall  be  such  as  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  prescribe,  and  subject  to  such  re¬ 
strictions,  limitations  and  alterations  as  he  may  order. 

§  59.  Every  non-commissioned  staff  officer  of  any  regi¬ 
ment,  and  every  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and 
soldier  of  any  uniformed  company,  in  this  division,  shall 
be  holden  to  do  duty  therein  for  the  term  of  seven  years 
from  his  enlistment,  unless  disability  should  absolutely  in- 
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capacitate  him  to  perform  such  duty,  or  he  should  he  regu¬ 
larly  discharged  by  the  proper  officer. 

§  60.  No  uniformed  company  shall  consist  of  less  than, 
fifty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred;  but  no  uniformed  company  shall  be  disband¬ 
ed,  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commandant  of  division 
and  brigade,  the  good  of  the  service  shall  require  the  same, 
or  unless  it  shall  appear  that  such  company  is  constituted 
in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  section  four,  title  four, 
article  one  of  the  act  described  in  the  eighty-third  section 
of  this  act,  in  which  case  such  company  shall  be  disbanded. 

§  6 i.  To  entitle  any  non-commissioned  officer,  music¬ 
ian,  or  private,  of  any  uniformed  company,  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  and  exemptions  allowed  by  law,  every  such  non-com- 
misioned  officer,  musician  and  private  shall  have  attended 
every  regimental  or  company  parade  of  his  corps,  or  paid 
his  fine  for  any  such  delinquency,  or  shall  have  been  ex- 
cused  therefrom  by  the  proper  authority,  and  shall  have 
complied  with  the  by-laws  of  his  particular  company  oi 
troop,  in  every  respect,  or  paid  the  penalty  for  any  such 
neglect  or  non-compliance  with  such  by-laws,  or  shall  have 
been  excused  for  any  such  delinquency  by  an  action  of  such 
company. 

§  62.  Each  uniform  company  may  form  by-laws,  rules 
and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  for  the 
government  and  improvement  of  its  members  in  military 
science,  and  when  approved  of  by  ttwo  thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  any  such  company,  shall  be  binding;  but  may 
be  .altered,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  become  necessary. 

§  63.  Eor  violation  of  by-laws  of  any  uniformed  com¬ 
pany,  the  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  private 
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offending,  by  a  vote  of  the  company,  may  be  expelled  from 
the  company,  and  upon  the  action  of  the  company  being 
confirmed  in  orders  by  the  commandant  of  the  regiment, 
the  name  of  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  stricken  from 
the  roll  of  such  company,  and  he  or  they  shall  cease  to  be 
a  member  or  members  of  such  company. 

§  64.  The  military  year  shall  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January  in  each  year. 

§  65.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or 
uniformed  private,  who  may  change  his  residence  from 
within  the  bounds  of  said  division  into  any  adjacent 
county,  or  from  within  any  county  adjacent  into  the  said 
division  district,  shall  not  thereby  vacate  his  office  or 
post,  but  he  shall  be  held  to  duty  in  the  division,  brigade, 
regiment,  troop  or  company  to  which  he  was  attached  at 
the  time  of  such  change  of  residence,  and  he  shall  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  duty  therein,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges, 
immunities  and  exemptions  allowed  by  law,  and  shall  be 
liable  to  fines  and  penalties,  and  the  collection  of  them,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  such  change  of  residence  had  not 
taken  place;  and  process  for  the  collection  of  such  fines 
and  penalties  may  be  executed  in  either  New-York  or 
any  adjacent  county. 

§  66.  The  moneys  now  in  the  hands  of  the  county  treas¬ 
urer  of  Richmond,  for  fines  and  commutations,  and  hereaf¬ 
ter  to  be  collected  in  said  county,  shall  be  applied  exclu¬ 
sively  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  regiment  located 
in  said  county.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  said  moneys 
collected,  and  the  mode  and  manner  of  disbursement  there¬ 
of,  verified  by  the  commandant  of  the  regiment,  shall  be 
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filed  in  the  adjutant-general's  office  yearly,  between  the 
first  day  of  December  and  the  first  day  of  January  succeed¬ 
ing,  in  each  year. 

§  67.  All  the  rights,  privileges,  powers  and  penalties 
conferred  or  imposed  upon  commandants  of  regiments 
within  the  first  military  division  district  of  this  state,  by 
any  laws  of  this  state,  shall  apply  to  said  regiment  located 
in  Richmond  county,  and  said  regiment,  so  far  as  the  same 
are  applicable,  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws  applicable 
to  said  first  division. 

§  68.  The  brigade  inspectors  of  the  first  military,  divis¬ 
ion  shall  be  paid  for  their  services,  out  of  the  commutation 
money  and  fines  received  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  by  the  treasurer  thereof,  for  inspecting  each  regiment 
or  separate  battalion,  five  dollars  for  attending  each  parade 
of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  mu¬ 
sicians,  which  he  is  required  by  law  to  attend,  five  dollars;; 
for  making  and  transmitting  to  the  adjutant  general  an 
inspection  return  of  his  brigade  five  dollars. 

§  69.  The  troops  of  light  artillery  in  the  first  division,, 
in  addition  to  their  equipments,  may  be  armed  with  rifles, 
carbines  or  lances,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  commander 
in  chief. 

§  70.  Persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  shall  in  no  case  be  permitted  to  enlist  in 
any  company  or  troop  in  said  first  division. 

§  71.  The  several  companies  and  regiments  composing 
the  first  military  division,  may  use  the  same  weapons,  ac¬ 
coutrements  and  other  equipments  with  which  they  are- 
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provided  at  the  passing  of  this  act,  until  otherwise  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

§  72.  Such  weapons,  accoutrements  and  other  equip¬ 
ments.  together  with  every  horse  actually  enrolled  for 
service  and  belonging  to  any  member  or  members  of 
these  brigades,  shall  be  exempt  from  seizure  by  execution. 

§  73.  Every  officer  in  said  division  who  shall  hereafter 
resign  his  commission,  if  the  resignation  thereof  be  accept¬ 
ed  by  the  proper  authorities,  shall,  provided  he  has  served 
faithfully  in  any  capacity  in  said  division  for  the  period 
of  six  years,  be  thereafter  exempt  from  all  military  duty 
in  this'  state,  except  in  case  of  insurrection  or  invasion, 
and  shall  in  no  case  be  compelled  to  serve  in  a  grade  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  which  he  shall  have  previously  held. 

§  74.  Every  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and 
private  now  belonging  to,  or  who  shall  hereafter  belong 
to  any  regiment  of  such  division,  and  shall  serve  faithfully 
therein  for  the  term  of  seven  years  from  the  date  of  his 
enlistment,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  military  duty 
in  this  state,  except  in  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion. 

§  75.  Every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician 
and  private,  actually  and  faithfully  serving  in  such  di¬ 
vision,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  from  the  amount  assessed  upon  him  by  the  assessors, 
as  the  value  of  his  property,  and  the  residue  shall  be  the 
sum  for  which  he  shall  be  assessed. 

§  76.  Every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician 
and  private,  in  any  troop  or  company  of  light  artillery  in 
such  division,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  similar  reduction,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
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§  77.  Every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician 
and  private  of  the  first  military  division,  shall  be  exempt 
from  serving  upon  any  grand  or  petit  jury  within  this 
state,  if  he  shall  actually  and  faithfully  have  served  at  all 
the  parades,  drills  and  reviews  required  by  law  in  such 
brigades,  during  the  year,  up  to  the  time  of  claiming  such 
exemption,  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs,  or 
shall  have  been  excused  for  any  delinquency  or  deficiency, 
by  the  authority  empowered  to  grant  the  same.  The  court 
before  whom  such  exemption  shall  be  claimed,  shall  not  be 
bound  to  receive  any  certificate  as  conclusive,  but  in  their 
discretion  shall  examine  into  the  fact  of  such  service. 

§  78.  Such  portion  of  the  first  division  as  reside  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  addition  to  the  duty  now 
required  by  law,  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Mayor 
of  said  city,  whenever  their  services  shall  be  required  in 
aid  of  the  civil  authorities  to  quell  riots,  suppress  insur¬ 
rections,  to  protect  the  property  or  preserve  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  city. 

§  79.  Every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician 
and  private  of  the  first  division  shall  be  exempt  from  serv¬ 
ing  upon  any  grand  or  petit  jury  within  this  state,  if  ho 
shall  actually  and  faithfully  have  served  at  all  the  parades, 
drills  and  reviews  required  by  law,  in  said  division,  during 
the  year,  up  to  the  time  of  claiming  such  exemption,  armed 
and  equipped  as  the  law  directs,  or  shall  have  been  excused 
from  not  so  serving  at  such  parades,  drills  or  reviews,  by 
the  proper  authority  or  court  martial,  or  the  officer  to 
whom  an  appeal  is  allowed  from  the  decision  of  such  court. 
And  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and 
private  belonging  to  said  first  division,  and  residing  within 
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the  city  of  New  York,  who  shall  actually  and  faithfully 
have  served  at  all  such  parades,  drills  and  reviews,  or 
shall  be  excused  in  the  manner  aforesaid  for  any  delin¬ 
quency  or  deficiency  therein,  for  the  full  term  of  seven 
years,  shall  thereafter,  at  his  request,  be  exempt  from  serv¬ 
ing  upon  any  grand  or  petit  jury  in  this  state. 

§  80.  The  court  before  whom  any  exemption  shall  be 
claimed  shall  not  receive  any  certificate  as  conclusive  ev¬ 
idence,  but  may  examine  into  the  facts  of  the  service,  on 
account  of  which  such  exemption  is  claimed. 

§  81.  The  Commissioner  of  Jurors  in  the  city  of  New 
York  shall  provide  a  register,  to  be  kept  in  his  office,  for 
the  entry  therein  alphabetically,  of  the  names  of  persons  ex¬ 
empt,  by  law,  from  militia  service  in  said  city,  with  the 
cause  of  exemption.  Before  registering  any  name,  the  said 
commissioner  shall  require  evidence,  under  oath  or  other, 
wise,  of  such  exemption. 

§  82-  The  said  commissioner  shall  grant  to  any  person, 
whose  name  is  thus  registered,  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
shall  be  a  proof  of  such  exemption;  and  no  fine  or  costs 
imposed  for  the  non-performance  of  military  duty,  except 
in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  shall  be  levied  or  col¬ 
lected  from  any  person  thus  registered  and  certified.  The 
said  commissioner  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  for  the  entry  of  each  name  in  said  register, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  his  certificate,  to  be  paid 
by  the  parties  desiring  the  same. 

§  83.  Title  ten  of  the  act  entitled  “  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  enrollment  of  the  militia,  and  the  organization  of 
uniform  corps,  and  the  discipline  of  the  military  forces  of 
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this  state,”  passed  April  17,  1854,  together  with  all  laws 
and  parts  oflaws  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby  re¬ 
pealed;  but  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  process,  suit, 
or  proceeding  now  pending  in  any  court  of  this  state. 

§  84.  The  provisions  of  articles  first  and  second,  of  title 
third,  and  of  articles  first,  second  and  third,  of  title  fifth, 
and  of  article  second  of  title  seventh  of  the  act  mentioned 
in  the  next  preceding  section,  shall  not  apply  to  the  first 
military  division;  all  other  provisions  of  said  act  shall  so 
apply. 

§  85.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  adjutant  general  to 
cause  this  act,  together  with  the  provisions  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  section,  as  applying  to  the  first  military  di¬ 
vision,  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  to  distribute 
one  copy  to  each  commissioned  officer  of  said  division, 
and  fifth  brigade,  and  one  copy  to  the  commandant  of  each 
company,  to  be  kept  in  the  company  armory,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  thereof'. 

§  86.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
be  made  applicable,  shall  apply  to  and  govern  the  fifth 
brigade  district  of  the  militia  of  this  state;  and  the  said 
brigade  shall  possess  all  the  privileges  and  exemptions, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  service,  granted  and 
imposed  to  and  upon  the  first  military  division;  but  the 
said  brigade  shall  continue  to  be  part  of  the  second  mil¬ 
itary  division,  and  the  commutation  moneys  therefrom 
shall  be  paid  to  the  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  of  the 
towns,  wards  and  cities  in  the  county  of  Kings,  who  shall 
pay  the  same  to -the  treasurer  of  said  county;  and  the 
commutations,  fines  and  penalties  collected  or  received,  in 
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or  from  said  brigade  district,  shall  constitute  a  military- 
fund,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  defraying  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  several  uniform  corps  in  said  brigade,  and 
the  enrollment  and  notification  of  the  ununiformed  militia 
therein.  The  said  fund  shall  be  appropriated  under  the 
direction  of  a  brigade  board,  to  be  composed  of  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  said  brigade,  as  president,  and  the  field  officers 
of  the  regiments  therein;  and  the  said  brigade  board  shall 
have  and  possess,  within  said  brigade  district,  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  and  authority  of  the  division  board,  provided  for  in 
this  act.  After  the  payment  of  the  necessary  brigade  ex¬ 
penses,  the  portion  of  said  fund  received  or  collected  in 
each  regimental  district,  shall  be  set  apart  by  said  brigade 
board  to  the  regiment  located  therein,  and  shall  be  applied 
by  regimental  boards  of  auditors,  as  provided  by  the  act 
mentioned  in  the  eighty-third  section  of  this  act;  and  ar¬ 
ticles  first  and  third,  of  title  fifth  of  said  act,  shall  apply 
to  the  said  brigade. 

§  87.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,) 

Secretary’s  Office.  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  seventeenth  day 
[l.  s.J  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec .  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  SALARIES  OF  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPERIOR 
COURT  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  THE  COURT  OF 
COMMON  PLEAS  OF  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
AND  OTHER  JUDICIAL  OFFICERS  IN  SAID  CITY. 

Passed  April  20, 1855,  three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  of  New 
York  may,  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient,  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  the  Surrogate,  Re¬ 
corder,  and  City  Judge,  or  either  of  them. 

§  2.  Whenever  the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  assign  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  any 
judicial  district,  other  than  the  First  Judicial  District,  to 
hold  any  court,  or  perform  judicial  duties  in  and  for  the 
First  Judicial  District,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  therefor,  passed  April  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  to  pay  such  justices 
so  assigned,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  a  day,  for 
every  day  such  justice  shall  sit  and  perform  such  judicial 
duties. 

$  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  > 

Secretary's  Office.  $  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 


Doc.  No.  22.) 


96 


certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the 
r  |  city  of  Albany,  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  in 
J  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep .  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  INCREASE  THE  CAPITAL  STOCK  OP  THE  MANHATTAN  GAS¬ 
LIGHT  COMPANY  OP  THE  CITY  OP  NEW  YORK.' 

Passed  April  IT,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  The  capital  stock  of  the  Manhattan  Gaslight 
Company  of  the  city  of  New  York,  incorporated  by  an 
act  entitled  “  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Manhattan  Gas¬ 
light  Company/7  passed  February  twenty-sixth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty,  may  be  increased  two  million  dollars 
at  such  times,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  board  of  directors 
may  prescribe,  by  a  resolution  of  such  board.  In  case 
such  board  shall  not  adopt  such  resolution  within  six 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act  the  said  capital  stock 
shall  not  be  so  increased. 

§  2.  Said  company  shall  supply  to  every  inhabitant  of 
the  said  city  of  New  York  who  shall  request  it,  and  who 
shall  pay  for  the  same,  such  inflammable  gas  made  by  them 
as  he  or  she  may  require,  provided  said  gas  is  required 
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where  the  mains  or  pipes  of  said  company  are  now  or  may 
be  hereafter  laid,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  three  dollars 
per  thousand  cubic  feet,  for  the  period  of  one  year  after 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  named  in  the  foregoing 
section,  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  period,  at  a  price 
aot  exceeding  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thousand 
<  jubic  feet. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ? 

Secretary’s  Office.  $  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certifythat  the  same  to  be  a  correct  transcript  therefrom, 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
j-L  g>j  the  city  of  Albany,  this  thirtieth  day  of 

April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  METROPOLITAN  GASLIGHT  COMPANY  OF 
THE  CITY  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Passed  April  17,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in.  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  That  James  Bowen,  James  F.  Freeborn,  William  H. 
Edwards,  Rufus  F.  Andrews,  John  Callaghan,  Charles 
Spear,  Isaac  M.  Marsh,  John  H.  Platt,  Charles  W. 
Baker,  Hugh  Smith,  William  McDermott,  and  Isaac  H. 
Cady,  and  their  present  and  future  associates,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  created,  constituted  and  declared  to  be  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  “  The  Metropolitan 
Gaslight  Company  op  the  city  op  New  York,”  with  full 
power  and  authority  at  any  time  hereafter  to  manufacture, 
make  and  sell  gas,  to  be  made  of  coal,  oil,  tar,  peat,  pitch 
and  turpentine,  or  other  materials,  and  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  lighting  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  streets, 
avenues,  lanes,  alleys  and  squares  thereof,  and  any  build¬ 
ing,  manufactories,  or  houses  therein  contained  and  situ¬ 
ate,  and  to  lay  pipes  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the 
gas  in  any  of  the  streets,  avenues,  lanes,  alleys  and  squares 
of  the  said  city,  and  to  adopt  any  other  necessary  means 
to  furnish  gas,  to  any  inhabitant  of  said  city;  and  also  that 
the  said  company  will  so  conduct  their  manufactory  or 
manufactories  of  gas,  as  not  to  create  a  nuisance,  and 
that  no  public  street,  avenue,  lane,  alley,  square,  or 
highway  in  the  said  city,  shall  be  dug  into  or  defaced,  or 
other  means  adopted  in  regard  thereto  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  without  the  permission  of  the  two  Boards  of  the 
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Common  Council  of  the  said  city  first  had  and  obtained, 
and  the  said  Boards  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  and 
vest  exclusive  permission  and  authority  to  and  in  said 
company  for  said  purposes  to  such  extent  and  under  such 
regulations  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient,  and  such  per¬ 
mission  and  authority  shall  be  conclusive  and  shall  con¬ 
tinue  as  thus  fixed  during  the  period  designated  by  said 
Boards  at  the  time  of  granting  the  same. 

But  the  rights  and  privileges  hereby  granted  shall  not 
be  construed  to  affect  or  impair  any  exclusive  rights  or 
privileges  vested  in  any  incorporated  company  in  said 
city. 


§  2.  That  the  capital  stock  of  this  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
that  a  share  in  the  same  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars;  and 
books  of  subscription  to  the  said  capital  stock,  or  to  such 
portion  thereof  as,  from  time  to  time,  may,  by  the  directors 
for  the  time  being,  be  deemed  proper  and  necessary,  shall 
be  opened  by  the  appointment  or  under  the  direction  of 
the  directors  hereinafter  named,  subject  to  such  rules, 
limitations  and  conditions  as  by  them  shall  be  prescribed; 
and  the  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  deemed  and 
considered  personal  property. 

§  3.  The  stock,  property  and  affairs  of  the  said  corpora¬ 
tion  shall  be  managed  and  conducted  by,  or  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  twelve  directors,  being  stockholders,  and  citi¬ 
zens  of  this  state  ;  that  the  said  directors  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  one  year,  except  as  provided  in  section  four  of 
this  act,  and  shall  be  elected  at  such  time  and  place  within 
the  city  of  New  York,  as  a  majority  of  the  directors,  for 
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the  time  being,  shall  appoint;  and  that  the  notice,  of  such 
election  shall  be  given  in  at  least  two  of  the  public  news¬ 
papers  printed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  least  fourteen 
days  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  such  election  ;  and 
every  such  election  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  by  such  of  the 
stockholders  who  shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  either  in 
person  or  by  proxy  ;  and  each  stockholder  shall  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  one  vote  for  each  share  of  the  stock  which  he  or 
she  may  have  held  in  his  or  her  own  name,  for  at  least 
fourteen  days  before  the  time  of  voting  ;  and  the  persons 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  the  directors; 
and  if  it  shall  happen  that  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  directors  in  office  at  the 
time  of  such  election,  shall,  by  a  plurality  of  votes  given 
by  ballot,  determine  which  of  the  persons  so  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  shall  be  director  or  directors,  so 
as  to  complete  the  whole  number  to  be  chosen  ;  and  the 
directors  so  chosen,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter, 
proceed  by  ballot,  to  elect  one  of  their  number  president; 
and  if  any  director  shall  remove  out  of  this  state,  or 
cease  to  be  a  stockholder,  or  shall  resign,  his  office  shall 
be  vacant ;  and  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen,  the 
same  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  remaining  directors,  by  a 
plurality,  for  the  unexpired  term,  except  as  provided  in 
section  four  of  this  act. 

,§  4.  That  James  Bowen,  Isaac  H.  Cady,  Rufus  F.  Andrews, 
Charles  W.  Baker,  James  F.  Freeborn,  John  Callaghan, 
Isaac  M.  Marsh',  Hugh  Smith,  William  McDermott,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Edwards,  John  H.  Platt,  and  Charles  Spear,  shall 
be  the  first  directors  of  the  said  company,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  until  one  year  after  the  said  company  shall  be 
organized,  and  in  practical  operation,  and  until  others  are 


101 


(Doc.  No.  22. 


chosen  in  their  places,  and  they  shall  proceed  to  choose 
their  president  at  such  time  and  place  as  they,  or  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  them,  shall  determine.  Any  of  the  above  named 
directors,  on  resigning,  may  designate  the  person  or  persons 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  provided  that  the  person  or  persons  so 
designated  are  stockholders  of  said  company,  for  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  ;  vacancies  by  death  shall  be  filled  by  the  re¬ 
maining  directors,  by  a  plurality,  for  the  unexpired  term. 

§  5.  Each  stockholder  of  any  company  formed  under 
this  act,  shall  be  individually  liable  to  the  creditors  of 
such  company,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  stock  held  by  him,  for  all  the  debts  and  liabilities 
of  such  company,  until  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  so  held  by  him,  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  all  the  stockholders  of  any  such  company 
shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  all  the  debts  due, 
or  owing  to  any  of  its  laborers  and  servants,  for  services 
performed  for  said  corporation,  but  shall  not  be  liable  for 
an  action  therefor  before  an  execution  shall  be  returned 
unsatisfied  in  whole  or  in  part,  against  the  corporation  'r 
and  then  the  amount  due  on  such  execution  shall  be  the 
amount  recoverable,  with  costs,  against  such  stockholders. 

§  6.  Every  corporation  formed  under  this  act,  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  powers  herein  before  conferred,  and  the 
powers  conferred  on  corporations,  in  the  third  title  of  the 
eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  have  power, 

1.  To  purchase  and  hold  real  estate. 

2.  To  erect  and  maintain  all  necessary  and  convenient 
buildings,  fixtures,  and  machinery,  for  the  aforesaid  pur¬ 
poses,  or  incident,  or  necessary  thereto. 
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3.  From  time  to  time,  to  borrow  such  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  aforesaid  objects,  and  to  issue 
.and  dispose  of  their  bonds  for  any  amount  so  borrowed, 
and  to  mortgage  their  corporate  property  and  franchises, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  any  debt  contracted  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  the  directors  of  the 
company  may  confer  on  any  holder  of  any  bond  issued  for 
money  borrowed  as  aforesaid,  the  right  to  convert  the 
principal  due,  or  owing  thereon,  into  stock  of  said  com¬ 
pany,  at  any  time  not  exceeding  ten  years  from  the  date 
of  the  bond,  under  such  regulations  as  the  directors  may 
see  fit  to  adopt. 

§  7.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  directors,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  require  payment  of  the  subscription 
to  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  at  such  times 
and  in  such  proportion  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
deem  fit,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  any  previous  pay¬ 
ment  or  payments  thereon,  and  that  previous  notice  of  the 
instalments  required  to  be  paid,  after  the  first,  and  of  the 
time  when  the  same  are  to  be  paid,  shall  be  published  at 
least  fourteen  days,  in  two  of  the  public  newspapers  print¬ 
ed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  provided  that  no  such  forfei¬ 
ture  shall  be  made  until  the  company  shall  be  organized 
and  in  practical  operation. 

§  8.  If  any  person  or  persons  wilfully  do,  or  cause  to  be 
done,  any  act  or  acts  whatever,  whereby  the  works  of  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  pipe,  conduit,  plug,  cock,  reser¬ 
voir,  or  any  engine,  machine,  structure,  or  any  matter 
or  thing  appertaining  to  the  same,  shall  be  stopped,  ob¬ 
structed  or  impaired,  weakened,  injured  or  destroyed,  the 
person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  tho 
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said  corporation,  treble  tbe  amount  of  the  damage  sustain¬ 
ed  by  means  of  such  offence  or  injury,  to  be  recovered  in 
the  name  of  the  said  corporation,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any 
court  having  cognizance  thereof. 

§  9.  The  said  company  shall  be  deemed  to  be  organized 
when  the  president  shall  be  elected,  and  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  in  practical  operation  from  the  time  the  permission 
and  authority  provided  for  in  the  first  section  is  obtained. 

§  10.  The  said  company  may  receive  in  lieu  of  cash  sub¬ 
scriptions,  property  suitable  to  be  used  for  its  purposes, 
at  a  valuation  to  be  agreed  upon. 

§  11.  This  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public  act,  and  shall 
be  favorably  construed  for  the  purposes  herein  expressed 
and  declared,  in  all  courts  and  places  whatsoever. 

State  op  New  York,) 

Secretary1  s  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city 
[l.  s.]  of  Albany,  this  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Secretary  of  State . 
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AN  ACT 

FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  IMMIGRANTS,  SECOND  CLASS,  STEER¬ 
AGE  AND  DECK  PASSENGERS. 

Passed  April  13, 1855 — Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  companies,  associations, 
and  persons  hereafter  undertaking  to  transport  or  convey, 
or  engaged  in  transporting  or  conveying,  by  railroad, 
steamboat,  canal  boat  or  propeller,  any  immigrant,  second 
class,  steerage  or  deck  passenger,  from  the  city,  bay  or 
harbor  of  New  York,  to  any  point  or  place  distant  more 
than  ten  miles  therefrom,  or  from  the  cities  of  Albany, 
Troy  and  Buffalo,  the  town  or  harbor  of  Dunkirk,  or  the 
suspension  bridge,  to  any  other  place  or  places,  to  deliver 
to  the  Mayors  of  the  cities  of  New  York,  Albany,  Troy 
and  Buffalo,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  each 
and  every  year,  a  written  or  printed  statement  of  the 
price  or  rates  of  fare  to  be  charged  by  such  company,  as¬ 
sociation  or  person,  for  the  conveyafice  of  such  immigrant, 
second  class,  steerage  and  deck  passengers  respectively, 
and  the  price  per  hundred  pounds  for  the  carriage  of  the 
luggage,  and  the  weight  of  luggage  to  be  carried  free,  of 
such  passengers,  from  and  to  each  and  every  place,  from 
and  to  which  any  such  company,  association  or  person 
shall  undertake  to  transport  and  convey  such  passengers; 
and  such  prices  or  rates  shall  not  exceed  the  prices  and 
rates  charged  by  the  company,  association  or  person  after 
the  time  of  delivering  such  statement  to  the  said  Mayors, 
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and  such  statement  shall  also  contain  a  particular  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  mode  and  route  by  which  such  passengers  are 
to  be  transported  and  conveyed,  specifying  whether  it  is 
to  be  by  railroad,  steamboat,  canal  boat  or  propeller,  and 
what  part  of  the  route  is  by  each;  and  also  the  class  of 
passage,  whether  by  immigrant  trains,  second  class,  steer¬ 
age  or  deck  passage.  In  case  such  companies,  associations 
or  persons  shall  desire  thereafter  to  make  any  change  or 
alteration  in  the  rates  or  prices  of  such  transportation 
and  conveyance,  they  shall  deliver  to  the  said  Mayors, 
respectively,  a  similar  statement  of  the  prices  and  rates  as 
altered  and  changed  by  them;  but  the  rates  and  prices,  as 
so  changed  and  altered,  shall  not  be  charged  or  received 
until  five  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  statement  thereof 
to  the  said  Mayors,  respectively. 

§  2.  Every  ticket,  receipt  or  certificate  which  shall  be 
made  or  issued  by  any  company,  association  or  person,  for 
the  conveyance  of  any  immigrant,  second  class,  steerage 
or  deck  passengers,  or  as  evidence  of  their  having  paid 
for  a  passage,  or  being  entitled  to  be  conveyed  from 'either 
or  any  of  the  points  or  places  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act  mentioned,  to  any  other  place  or  places,  shall  contain, 
or  have  indorsed  thereon,  a  printed  statement  of  the 
names  of  the  particular  railroad  or  railroads,  and  of  the 
line  or  lines  of  steamboats,  canal  boats  and  propellers,  or 
of  the  particular  boats  or  propellers,  as  the  case  may  be, 
which  are  to  be  used  in  the  transportation  and  conveyance 
of  such  passengers;  and  also  the  price  or  rate  of  fare 
charged  or  received  for  the  transportation  and  conveyance 
of  any  such  passenger  or  passengers,  with  his  or  their  lug¬ 
gage. 
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§  3.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to 
demand  or  receive,  or  bargain  for  the  receipt  of  any  greater 
or  higher  price  or  rate  of  fare  for  the  transportation  and 
conveyance  of  any  such  immigrant,  second  class,  steerage 
or  deck  passengers  with  their  luggage,  or  either,  from 
either  or  any  of  the  points  or  places  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act  mentioned,  to  any  other  point  or  place,  than  the 
prices  or  rates  contained  in  the  statements  which  shall  be 
deliyered  to  the  Mayors  of  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Albany,  Troy  and  Buffalo;  and  said  Commissioners  re¬ 
spectively,  as  in  the  said  first  section  provided  for,  or  the 
price  or  rates  which  shall  be  established  and  fixed  for  the 
transportation  and  conveyance  of  such  passengers  and 
their  luggage,  or  either,  by  the  proprietors  or  agents  of 
the  line  or  lines,  or  means  of  conveyance,  by  which  such 
passenger  or  passengers  and  their  luggage  are  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  or  conveyed.  In  all  cases,  each  immigrant,  over 
four  years  of  age,  conveyed  by  railroad,  shall  be  furnished 
with’a  seat  with  permanent  back  to  the  same,  and  when 
conveyed  by  steamboat,  propeller  or  canal  boat,  shall  be 
allowed  at  least  two  and  one  half  feet  square  in  the  clear 
on  deck.  Such  deck  shall  be  covered  and  made  water 
tight  over  head,  and  shall  be  properly  protected  at  the 
outsides,  either  by  curtains  or  partitions,  and  shall  be 
properly  ventilated. 

§  4.  Any  company,  association,  person  or  persons,  vio¬ 
lating,  or  neglecting  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  first  or  second  sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  each  and 
every  offence,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  this  state;  and  every  person  violating  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
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deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  there¬ 
of,  the  person  offending  may  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  botlrfine  and  imprisonment, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court;  one  half  of  which  fines, 
when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  informer,  and  the 
other  half  into  the  county  treasury,  where  the  action  shall 
be  tried  or  the  conviction  had. 

§  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  magistrate  who  shall 
issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  any  person  or 
persons,  for  violating  the  provisions  of  the  third  section 
of  this  act,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  person  or 
persons  shall  have  been  taken  and  brought  before  him,  to 
take  the  testimony  of  any  witness  who  may  be  offered  to 
prove  the  offence  charged,  in  the  presence  of  the  accused, 
who  may,  in  person,  or  by  counsel,  cross-examine  such 
witness.  The  testimony  so  taken,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
witness,  and  be  certified  by  the  magistrate;  and  in  case 
such  magistrate  shall  commit  the  accused  to  answer  the 
charge,  he  shall  immediately  thereafter  file  the  testimony 
so  taken,  with  the  district  attorney  of  the  county  in  which 
the  offence  was  committed,  to  be  used  on  the  trial  of,  or 
any  further  proceedings  against  the  accused;  and  the  tes¬ 
timony  so  taken  shall  be  deemed  valid  and  competent  for 
that  purpose,  and  be  read  and  used  with  the  like  effect,  as 
if  such  witness  were  orally  examined  on  such  trial  or  pro¬ 
ceedings.  After  the  testimony  of  any  witness  shall  be  so 
taken,  he  shall  not  be  detained,  nor  be  imprisoned,  or  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  any  recognizance  for  his  future  appearance 
as  a  witness  on  any  trial  or  proceeding  thereafter  to  be 
had  in  the  premises. 
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§  6.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  designate  some  one  place  in  the  city  of  New  York 
as  they  shall  deem  proper  for  the  landing  of  emigrant  pas¬ 
sengers,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  passengers  to  be 
landed  at  such  place  so  designated  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration. 

§  T.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration  shall  have  au¬ 
thority  to  "purchase,  lease,  construct,  and  occupy  such 
wharves,  piers,  and  other  accommodations  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  accommodation 
of  emigrant  passengers,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
last  preceding  section. 

§  8.  Whenever  the  health  officers  shall  give  notice  in 
writing,  to  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees, 
master,  commander  or  persons  having  charge  of  any  ves¬ 
sel  having  emigrant  passengers  on  board  of  such  vessel, 
to  land  such  passengers  at  any  pier  or  place  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  designated  specially  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Emigration,  for  the  landing  of  emigrant  passengers,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  to  land  such  passengers  at  any  other 
pier  or  place,  and  the  owners  and  master  of  any  vessel 
from  which  passengers  shall  be  landed  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of 
five  hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every  violation  thereof, 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  in  any  court 
having  cognizance  thereof ;  the  said  penalty,  when  recov¬ 
ered,  to  be  applied  and  used  by  the  said  commissioners,  for 
the  purposes  for  which  said  commissioners  are  constituted. 

§  9.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
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.  §  10..  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 
whole  of  the  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  nineteenth  day 
[l.  s.]  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO  CONFIRM  THE  TITLE  OP  BENJAMIN  NEWHOUSE,  TO  CERTAIN 
LAND  UNDER  WATER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  WESTCHESTER. 

Passed  April  12, 1855. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  All  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  in  and  to  land  under  water,  in  the  town  of  Yonkers, 
in  the  county  of  Westchester,  upon  which  the  power  and 
authority  to  erect  docks  was  granted,  under  certain  let¬ 
ters  patent,  issued  under  the  seal  of  this  state,  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office,  unto  Prince  W.  Paddock,  and  which  land 
under  water  has  since,  by  several  mense  conveyances,  come 
into  the  possession  of  Benjamin  Newhouse,  is  hereby  re- 
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leased  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Benjamin  Newhouse,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  so  that  the  said  Newhouse,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  shall  own  the  same  in  fee,  and  may 
erect,  and  maintain  thereon  such  houses  and  other  build¬ 
ings  as  is  lawful  for  owners  in  fee  to  erect,  and  maintain 
upon  land  so  owned  by  them. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  op  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office,  j  I  have  compared  the  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the 
[l.  s.]  city  of  Albany,  this  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  1855. 


A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

AMENDATORY  OP  THE  ACTS  FOR  THE  ASSESSMENT  AND  COL* 
LECTION  OF  TAXES. 

.Passed  February  27, 1855 — Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  All  persons  and  associations  doing  business  in  the 
state  of  New  York  as  merchants,  bankers,  or  otherwise, 
either  as  principals  or  partners,  whether  special  or  other¬ 
wise,  and  not  residents  of  this  state,  shall  be  assessed  and 
taxed  on  all  sums  invested  in  any  manner  in  said  business, 
the  same  as  if  they  were  residents  of  this  state;  and  said 
taxes  shall  be  collected  from  the  property  of  the  firms, 
persons  or  associations  to  which  they  severally  belong. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary’s  Office.  )  I  have  compared  th6  preceding 
with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  I  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
of  the  whole  of  such  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  second  day  of 
[l.  s.J  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec .  of  State . 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MAY  16, 1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  designating  a  location  for  the  new  City  Hall,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  accepted,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk , 


The  undersigned  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  subject  in  relation  to  fixing  upon  a  location  for  the 
new  City  Hall,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  question  of  the  locality  to  be  assigned  to  the  new 
City  Hall  has  elicited  suggestions  from  some  quarters  that 
it  should  be  erected  on  Madison  square.  This  suggestion, 
as  do  all  others,  which  result  in  a  promised  advantage  to 
certain  interests,  has  found  several  parties  as  its  support¬ 
ers;  but  the  undersigned  cannot  discover  in  the  propo¬ 
sitions  any  of  those  great  arguments  in  its  favor,  which 
are  founded  on  the  public  convenience,  or  the  wants  of  the 
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community  at  large.  That  it  may,  in  time,  be  advisable 
to  remove  certain  of  the  public  offices  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  city,  is  no  doubt  certain.  But  the  occasion  has  not  ar¬ 
rived,  and  its  real  necessity  will  not  arrive  for  several 
generations  to  come;  when  it  does  come,  it  would  seem 
that  a  better  locality  might  be  pointed  out  than  that  sug¬ 
gested  at  Madison  square;  but  upon  the  precise  point  of 
location,  it  would  be  needless  to  open  a  discussion,  as  the 
various  opinions  that  would  at  once  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  subject,  would  involve  it  in  inextricable  confu¬ 
sion,  and  the  urgent  occasions  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  courts  of  justice,  and  the  other  public  establishments 
now  without  conveniences,  would  be  indefinitely  lost 
sight  of. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  leaving  this  discussion,  will 
confine  themselves  to  the  general  consideration  of  the  par¬ 
amount  reasons  which  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
public  buildings  should  be  kept,  as  much  as  possible,  in 
that  part  of  the  city  to  which  the  centre  of  business  is 
confined.  The  peculiar  character  of  this  city,  as  a  great 
commercial  emporium,  is  a  leading  argument  in  this  re¬ 
spect.  The  wealth  of  New  York  is  dependent  on  its  com¬ 
mercial  character;  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  history 
the  City  Hall  has  been  placed  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
commercial  classes;  for  more  than  fifty  years  it  stood  at  the 
head  of  Coentiesslip;  for  a  century,  subsequently,  it  stood 
at  the  head  of  Broad  street;  at  the  present  time  it  is  still 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city,  and, 
it  may  be  safely  said,  that  fifty  years  hence,  the  Park  will 
be  in  the  centre  of  the  great  commercial  section  of  the 
city. 
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It  is  from  this  centre,  therefore,  that  the  city  must  radi¬ 
ate.  To  attempt, , by  an  arbitrary  ordinance,  to  do  that 
which  private  business  pursuits  cannot  legitimately  and 
safely  follow,  is  forcing  the  channel  of  public  convenience 
into  an  unnatural  direction,  and  its  consequences  must  be 
severely  felt.  The  newspapers  confine  themselves  to  this 
sphere;  the  hotels,  the  banks,  the  insurance  companies, 
the  public  agencies  of  all  kinds,  the  shipping  houses,  the 
Custom-house,  the  Exchange  and  all  the  great  marts  and 
thoroughfares  of  business  are,  from  the  maritime  and  com¬ 
mercial  nature  of  our  city,  confined  within  a  certain  cir¬ 
cuit.  There  are  sitting  in  our  various  courts  of  justice, 
now  established  in  the  City  Hall  sixteen  judges  of  our 
state  Courts  of  Record,  besides  the  United  States  Court. 
The  vast  amount  of  business  transacted  in  these  courts,  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  keep  that  number  of  judges  in  con¬ 
stant  employment.  It  may  be  imagined,  then,  how  great 
and  diversified  are  the  interests  to  be  considered  in  respect 
of  that  single  subject.  The  relations  of  counsels,  clients, 
witnesses  and  jurors,  all  are  greatly  affected  by  the  vicinity 
of  the  courts,  to  the  principal  and  business  quarters,  and, 
indeed,  to  remove  the  courts  of  justice  beyond  a  conve¬ 
nient  point  of  access  to  those  interested  in  litigation, 
may  be  said  to  be  an  innovation  from  which  the  public  con¬ 
venience  would  seek  a  remedy;  it  could  not  be  made  to  en¬ 
dure.  If  then,  we  consider  that  as  far  as  regards  the 
general  courts  of  justice,  the  notion  of  their  establishment 
at  a  distance  of  several  miles  from  the  offices  and  places  of 
business  of  those  most  concerned,  is  a  chimera.  It  will 
be  well  to  observe,  that,  in  this  department  of  the  public 
administration  alone,  there  are  required  no  less  than  forty 
rooms  of  greater  or  less  size,  for  court  rooms,  chambers, 
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clerks’  offices,  libraries,  and  private  rooms  for  the  judges, 
and  we  shall  then  find,  that  an  imperative  call  is  made 
upon  the  city  authorities  for  action  in  that  respect. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  in  respect  to  the  importance  of  cen¬ 
tralizing  these  courts  of  justice,  that  the  removal  of  the 
offices  of  the  United  States  Court,  two  blocks  from  the 
Park,  has  been  fraught  with  many  inconveniences  aris¬ 
ing  out  of  the  natural  and  mutual  dependence  of  the  ju¬ 
diciary  department  upon  its  several  co-ordinate  branches. 

The  many  additional  arguments  that  might  be  presented 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  are  hardly  necessary  to  be 
referred  to.  Those  by  whom  the  question  is  considered 
will  readily  appreciate  the  intrinsic  difficulty,  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  of  modifying  the  natural  results  of  our  commer¬ 
cial  system,  and  of  removing  the  heart  from  this  centre  of 
business.  There  seems,  therefore,  an  absolute  necessity  for 
the  erection  of  some  building  to  accommodate  those  who 
were  untenanted  by  the  burning  of  the  building  in  the 
Park,  and  there  is  this  consideration  in  connection  with 
the  question,  as  to  the  style  of  the  building  to  be  erected. 

That  in  all  time  to  come,  a  great  building  in  the  Park 
must  be  useful  for  the  city  purposes.  While,  therefore, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  to  erect  a  suitable 
building  in  the  Park,  the  city  will  not  be  vainly  bestowing 
its  wealth  upon  a  useless  object  of  ornament’,  the  wants  of 
the  present,  and  several  future  generations,  will  be  ade¬ 
quately  supplied,  the  natural  progress  of  the  city  will  be 
kept  in  view  by  the  authorities,  in  their  public  buildings, 
and  the  immediate  and  pressing  necessities  of  the  courts 
of  justice,  and  the  other  public  offices  now  without  accom¬ 
modations,  will  be  at  once  remedied. 
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On  the  other  hand,  to  erect  a  building^of  great  magni¬ 
tude,  either  in  Madison  square  or  any  other  locality  be¬ 
yond  the  immediate  limits  of  the  city, f  would  be  to  an¬ 
ticipate  the  wants  of  posterity  far  in  advance,  and  to  oc¬ 
casion  the  most  serious  inconvenience  to  the  business 
portion  of  the  community  for  many  years  to  come. 

In  any  event,  the  courts  of  justice  could  not,  without  a 
total  derangement  of  their  present  organization  with  their 
co-ordinate  branches,  be  removed,  beyond  a  convenient 
point  of  access  to  those  whose  professional  business  calls 
them  principally  in  attendance,  and  for  them  a  great  ex¬ 
tension  of  accommodation  must  be  immediately  supplied. 

« 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  most  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board: 

Resolved ,  That  that  portion  of  the  Park  lying  on  the 
rear  of  the  present  City  Hall,  bounded  by  Broadway, 
Chambers  and  Centre  streets,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  found  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropri¬ 
ated  and  set  apart  for  a  site  upon  which  the  contemplated 
new  City  Hall  shallTbe  erected. 

S.  H.  MOSER, 

HENRY  HOFFMIRE, 
JOHN  KELLY. 


DOCUMENT  No.  2  4 . 


BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN, 

MAY  21, 1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller  in  re¬ 
ply  to  resolution  of  inquiry,  in  relation  to  leasing  the 
Battery,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk , 


Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  May  21st  1855.  j 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

The  Comptroller,  in  compliance  with  the  following  reso¬ 
lution,  viz: 

Whereas ,  It  having  been  reported  that  H.  R.  Conklin, 
the  lessee  of  Castle  Garden,  has  transferred  the  said 
lease  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Comptroller,  or  of  this  Common  Council, 
as  is  required  by  the  condition  of  said  lease;  therefore 

11  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  required  to  report, 
at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board,  what  transactions  have 
been  made  in  relation  to  said  lease,  and  the  right  of  said 
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Conklin  to  transfer  the  same;  also,  the  right  of  the  city 
to  the  Battery,  and  ground  under  water  in  front  of  it, 
and  extent  of  its  power  to  dispose  of,  or  grant  the  same  to 
any  person,  and  for  what  purpose,  also,  to  report  what 
covenants  have  been  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  for  the  preservation  of  the  Battery,  and  grounds 
adjacent  to  it,  also,  to  report  on  the  right  of  any  persons 
to  build  piers  in  front  of  the  Battery;”  respectfully  sub¬ 
mits  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  first  requirement  of  the  preceding  resolution  is,  that 
the  Comptroller  shall  report,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board,  what  transactions  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
the  lease  of  Castle  Garden,  and  the  right  of  the  present 
lessee,  (Conklin,)  to  transfer  the  same. 

At  the  public  auction  for  the  sale  of  piers,  in  March, 
1854,  the  lease  of  Castle  Garden  was  put  up  for  five  years, 
and  bid  off  by  Theodore  J.  Allen,  at  a  rent  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  per  annum:  a  lease  was  executed  by  Theodore 
J.  Allen,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  and  marked  No.  1. 
The  assignment  of  this  lease  by  Allen  to  Conklin,  is  also 
appended,  and  marked  No.  2.  The  consent  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  to  this  assignment,  on  condition  that  the  rent  was 
fully  paid,  is  also  given  in  No.  2. 

The  ordinance  of  1844,  in  relation  to  “the  disposition  of 
real  estates,”  provides  (Section  4  of  Title  4,)  that  “  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  consent,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  whenever  he  deems 
it  proper,  that  the  lessee  or  assignee  of  any  lease  made  by 
the  Corporation,  may  assign  such  lease,  or  underlet  the 
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demised  premises;  but  no  such  consent  shall  be  given,  un¬ 
less  all  arrears  of  rent  be  paid  in  full,  and  all  taxes  and 
assessments  due  thereon.” 

This  provision,  which  is  embraced  in  the  sinking  fund 
ordinance,  made  for  the  protection  of  the  public  creditors, 
and  declared  to  beirrepealableby  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
applies  as  well  to  the  assignee  of  a  lease,  as  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  lessee.  Mr.  Conklin,  the  assignee  of  Allen,  has  not 
applied  to  the  Comptroller  for  his  consent  to  assign  the 
lease  of  Castle  Garden  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra¬ 
tion,  nor  has  he  paid  the  rent  due  on  the  first  of  May,  to 
entitle  him  to  ask.  for  such  transfer. 

On  the  contrary,  without  paying  up  the  rent,  and  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  its  conditions  and  the  tenure  of  the  lease,  he  has 
made  an  assignment  of  the  premises  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration. 

There  was  an  application  made  to  the  Comptroller,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  for  his  consent 
to  the  transfer  of  the  lease.  This  consent  he  refused  to 
give. 

In  the  second  place,  the  call  is  to  report,  “  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  the  city  to  the  Battery,  and  the  ground  under 
water  in  front  of  it,  and  the  extent  of  its  power  to  dispose 
of,  or  grant  the  same  to  any  person.” 

In  all  the  grants  to  the  city,  emanating  from  the  crown  of 
England,  the  fort  and  the  grounds  connected  therewith 
were  reserved  to  the  sovereign.  And  in  making  the 
grant  of  four  hundred  feet  to  the  city  from  low  water 
mark  into  the  North  and  East  rivers  in  1730,  the  Mont- 
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gomerie  grant  of  four  hundred  feet- on  the  North  river 
commenced  at  a  point  between  Clarkson  and  Hamersley 
streets,  “to  extend  or  run  to  the  south  side  of  the  street 
which  runs  from  the  parade  before  our  fort  in  New  York  to 
Hudson’s  river.”  This  is  Marketfield  street,  or  what  is 
now  called  Battery  place,  The  grant  of  four  hundred  feet 
under  the  waters  of  the  East  river,  commenced  at  Corlears’ 
Hook,  and  extended  to  Whitehall;  thus  reserving  to  the 
crown  all  the,  land  under  water  in  front  of  the  fort,  or 
what  is  now  the  Battery  ground,  between  the  foot  of 
Whitehall  street  on  the  East  river,  to  the  foot  of  Battery 
place,  at  pier  No.  1,  on  the  North  river. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  this  fact  in  view,  in  order  rightly 
to  interpret  the  grant  subsequently  made  by  the  state,  of 
the  Battery  grounds  and  Castle  Clinton. 

In  consequence  of  the  change  of  government  by  the 
Revolution  of  1776,  the  fort  and  the  government  grounds, 
reserved  to  the  crown  by  previous  charters  from  the  King, 
became  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
York;  and  the  state  became  also  possessed  of  the  lands 
under  the  waters  of  the  East  and  Hudson  rivers,  around 
the  island  of  New  York,  so  far  as  these  lands  had  not 
been  previously  granted  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  in  the  year  1790,  passed  an  act  “  for  securing 
and  improving  certain  lands  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
public  uses,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

A  copy  of  this  act  is  appended  and  marked  No.  3  This 
act,  after  reciting  in  the  preamble,  that  “  Fort  George  and 
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the  Battery  adjacent  thereto,  are  at  present  useless  for  the 
purpose  of  defence,”  provides  for  reserving  to  the  state  a 
certain  portion  of  the  ground  near  the  Bowling  Green, 
and  then,  in  the  2d  section  enacts,  that  all  the  lands  be¬ 
longing  to  the  people  of  this  state,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Battery,  as  described  in  said  section,  be  vested  in  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  “  to  remain  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  and  works  of  defence 
thereon,  but  without  any  power  to  dispose  thereof  for  any 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  and  without  any  power 
of  selling  any  part  thereof.” 

The  Corporation,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  3d 
section  of  the  act  of  1790,  were  authorized  to  demolish 
Fort  George,  and  to  level  the  ground  on  which  it 
stood;  and  the  4th  section  provides  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  and  other  necessary  buildings,  on  the  lands  re¬ 
served,  for  the  use  of  the  government  of  the  state;  and  to 
be  applied  to  the  temporary  use  and  accommodation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during 
such  time  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
their  sessions  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  pounds  was  appropriated  from  the  state 
treasury  to  defray  the  expense. 

This  house  was  erected  on  a  portion  of  the  land  which 
was  purchased  by  the  Corporation  from  the  state,  and 
sold  to  individuals,  as  will  be  explained  in  the  order  of 
the  transaction. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1807,  the  Corporation  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  pre¬ 
mises  described  in  a  certain  indenture,  a  copy  of  which  is 
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annexed,  and  marked  No.  4.  It  was  on  the  land  under 
water,  described  in  said  instrument,  that  the  present  castle 
was  built.  This  conveyance,  it  will  be  seen,  contains  a 
proviso,  that  when  the  premises  described  cease  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  fortifications  or  such  other  purpose  as 
the  public  are  immediately  interested  in,  they  shall  revert 
to,  and  revest  in  the  Corporation. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1822,  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  reconvey  the  castle  to  the 
Corporation,  it  being  no  longer  required  as  a  military 
position.  A  copy  of  this  act  is  annexed,  No.  5.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  copy  of  the  conveyance  au¬ 
thorized  to  be  given  by  the  President.  The  act  itself, 
with  the  proviso  in  the  conveyance  made  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  title  of  the  city  to  the 
premises,  so  far  as  the  title  was  originally  in  the  city, 
previous  to  1807. 

It  appears  by  a  deed  in  the  Finance  Department,  that 
under  the  act  of  the  26th  of  May,  1812,  the  state  of  New 
York  conveyed  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  for  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  “  all  that  certain  lot 
of  ground,  situate  in  the  First  Ward,  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  government  house  and  lot ,  bounded  by  the 
public  ground  adjoining  the  Bowling  Green  in  front;  in 
the  rear  by  the  United  States  Arsenal;  westerly  by  State 
street  and  easterly  by  Whitehall  street.”  On  the  19th  of 
June,  1815,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  con¬ 
veyed  the  plot  of  ground  fronting  on  the  Bowling  Green, 
and  extending  back  to  the  United  States  Arsenal,  to 
different  persons,  with  the  following  covenant,  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation,  viz:  “  And  the  said  parties  of  the 
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first  part,  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  do  hereby 
further  covenant,  grant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  the 
vacant  grounds  belonging  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  premises  hereby  granted,  and 
commonly  called  the  Battery  and  the  Bowling  Green, 
shall  never  be  appropriated  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  or  their  successors,  to  private  uses.” 

In  1821,  it  became  desirable  to  enlarge  the  Battery,  and 
although  the  Corporation  had  the  release  from  the  state, 
of  the  Fort  and  Battery,  under  the  act  of  1790,  yet  as  the 
Montgomerie  grant  of  four  hundred  feet  beyond  low  water¬ 
mark,  did  not  include  the  water  front  of  the  Fort  and 
Battery,  it  became  necessary  to  apply  to  the  legislature 
for  such  water  grant,  which  was  made  by  the  following 

CHAP.  172,  LAWS  OF  1821. 

AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  EXPENSE  OF  EXTENDING  THE 
BATTERY  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PUR¬ 
POSES. 

Passed  March  27, 1821. 

“  Be  it  enacted ,  fyc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  § 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
extend  that  part  of  the  said  city  usually  called  the  Battery, 
into  the  bay  and  North  and  East  rivers,  such  distance  as 
they  may  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  feet. 
And  further,  that  all  the  title  of  the  people  of  this  state  in 
and  to  the  land,  and  the  land  under  water,  in  front  of  and 
adjoining  to  the  said  Battery,  and  extending  from  thence 
into  the  bay,  and  the  North  and  East  rivers,  a  distance 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  feet,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
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hereby  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  to 
remain  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  said  Battery  for 
a  public  walk,  and  for  erecting  public  buildings  and  works 
of  defence  thereon,  but  without  any  power  to  dispose  of 
the  same  for  any  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  and  with¬ 
out  any  power  of  selling  it,  or  any  part  thereof.” 

§  2.  Authorizes  the  Corporation  to  raise  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  by  tax,  on  the  estates,  real  and 
personal,  within  certain  Wards,  and  to  levy  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  annually,  as  follows: 


Wards. 

Tax  for  one  year. 

Total  for  six  years. 

First . 

. $39,996 

Second  . 

.  5,000 . 

.......  30,000 

Third . 

.  5,000 . 

Fourth . 

.  2,834 . 

Fifth . 

. .  1,666 . 

.  9,996 

Sixth. ...... 

. .  1,334 . 

Seventh . 

.  1,000 . 

Eighth. . 

Tenth . 

.  1,000..... 

.......  6,000 

$25,000 

$150,000 

§  4.  Provides  that  the  whole  of  the  money  thus  raised, 
shall  be  appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses  of  extending  the 
Battery. 

The  Battery  was  extended  after  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  1821;  the  taxes  were  collected,  and  those  who  paid  for 
this  extension  have  a  right  to  insist  on  a  faithful  adherence 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  under  which  the  taxes  were 
levied  and  collected. 
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The  preceding  statements,  and  the  documents  to  which 
they  refer,  present  a  very  full  view  of  the  rights  of  the 
city  in  the  Battery,  and  the  disposition  which  can  be  made 
of  this  property,  consistent  with  the  tenure  by  which  it  is 
held,  and  the  maintenance  of  good  faith  in  respect  to  the 
covenants  given  by  the  Corporation  itself  in  regard  to  it. 

The  conveyance  of  a  portion  of  the  Battery  grounds  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  by  the  Corporation 
of  New  York,  in  1807,  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  did  not 
convey  any  title  to  the  land  under  water  on  which  Castle 
Clinton  was  built.  That  erection  was  outside  of  the  pre¬ 
mises  covered  by  the  state  grant  of  1790,  and  belonged  in 
1807,  to  the  people  of  the  state.  All  that  the  Corporation 
had  a  right  to  grant,  however,  reverted  to  the  city,  by  the 
terms  of  the  grant  itself,  wheD  the  premises  ceased  to  be 
used  for  military  purposes.  And  in  1822,  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  authorizes  the  premises  to  be  reconveyed,  as  no 
longer  required  as  a  military  position,  as  before  stated. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  act  of  1821,  is  passed  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  New  York,  which  gives  to  the  city  a  grant  of  six 
hundred  feet  beyond  the  then  established  line  of  the  Battery : 
This  grant  reaches  at  least  one  hundred  feet  beyond  the 
exterior  line  of  the  Castle,  as  shown  on  the  map  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  in  1853,  Document  No. 
7.  This  six  hundred  feet,  covering  an  area  of  more  than 
thirteen  acres,  is  granted  to  the  “  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors,  for  ever,  to  remain  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
said  Battery  for  a  public  walk,  and  for  erecting  public  build . 
ings  and  works  of  defence  thereon ,  but  without  any  power  to 
dispose  of  the  same  for  any  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever , 
and  without  any  power  of  selling  it  or  any  part  thereof. 
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After  this  grant  to  the  Corporation  and  their  successors 
for  ever,  of  thirteen  acres  of  land  under  water;  and  after 
the  Corporation  has  made  a  contract  for  filling  in  a  por¬ 
tion  of  it,  and  improving  it  by  extending  the  Battery  for 
a  public  walk,  according  to  the  express  terms  of  the  law, 
is  it  proper  or  is  it  right  for  the  legislature  to  authorize 
any  body  of  men  to  interfere  with  this  arrangement,  or  to 
take  possession  of  and  use  it  for  purposes  foreign  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  granted,  and  without  the  consent 
of  the  Corporation? 

The  third  point,  respecting  covenants  for  the  protection 
of  the  Battery,  has  been  answered  by  the  documents  given 
in  answering  the  second  point.. 

The  last  clause  of  the  resolution  calls  on  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  to  report  as  to  the  right  of  any  person  to  construct 
piers  in  front  of  the  Battery. 

It  is  as  clear  as  a  sunbeam,  as  shown  by  the  terms  of 
the  act  of  1821,  that  the  Corporation  itself  has  no  power 
to  construct,  or  to  authorize  any  one  to  construct  a  pier, 
extending  beyond  the  Castle;  and  it  is  equally  clear,  that 
no  other  power  exists  to  authorize  the  construction  of 
piers  and  slips  in  front  of  the  Battery,  or  even  at  any 
other  point  around  the  island  of  New  York.  The  act, 
chapter  232  of  the  session  laws  of  1835,  which  authorizes 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  to  make  grants  of 
land  under  water  for  commercial  purposes  on  Long  Island, 
and  in  Westchester  on  the  East  river  or  Long  Island 
Sound,  says  expressly,  in  the  same  section,  “  but  no  grant 
shall  be  made  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  Corporation  of 
said  city.” 
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Mr.  Conklin  is  the  contractor,  for  enlarging  the  Bat¬ 
tery,  and  by  the  terms  of  his  contract  is  bound  to  have 
the  work  completed  by  the  25th  of  November,  1855;  he 
has  no  authority  whatever,  to  use  the  new  made  land  for 
the  purposes  to  which  it  is  understood  it  is  to  be  applied 
as  a  depot  for  emigrants.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  obligated 
by  his  contract,  first  to  finish  the  wall,  and  then  “  to  fill  in 
the  space,  and  to  level  the  same  off,  and  to  gravel  the 
walks,  and  grass  the  plats  in  a  thorough  manner/’  This 
is  the  use  of  the  Battery  grounds  which  the  Act  of  1821  • 
provides  for;  and  the  use  which  the  contractor  proposes 
to  make  of  these  grounds,  is  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  grant  from  the  legislature,  and  the  Corporation  is 
bound  to  resist  it,  and  compel  the  contractor  to  fulfil  his 
contract  with  the  city.  A  copy  of  the  Battery  contract 
has  been  made  and  will  be  furnished  if  required. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 

After  this  report  and  the  documents  accompanying  it, 
from  No.  1  to  5,  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  a  resolution 
passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  calling  for  a  copy  of  the 
Battery  contract,  referred  to  at  the  close  of  the  report. 
This  contract  is  here  appended  as  document  No.  6  :  and, 
as  Mr.  Conklin  has  transferred  two  thirds  of  the  Battery 
contract  to  George  Law,  a  copy  of  the  assignment  is  also 
appended,  and  marked  No.  7. 
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No.  1. 

This  Indenture,  made  this  twenty-third  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Theodore 
J.  Allen  of  the  said  city,  of  the  second  part,  Witnesseth 
that-  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  rents,  covenants  and  agreements,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  reserved  and  contained  on  the  part  and  behalf 
of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  admin¬ 
istrators  and  assigns,  to  be  paid,  kept  and  performed,  have 
granted,  demised  and  to  farm  lctten,  and  by  these  presents 
do  grant,  demise,  and  to  farm,  let  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
all  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  made  land,  situate,  lying 
and  being  in  the  First  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  North  or  Hudson  river,  near  the  west  head  of  the  Bat¬ 
tery,  and  on  which  the  building,  erected  for  a  fortification, 
and  heretofore  known  as  “  Castle  Clinton,”  and  now  as 
“  Castle  Garden”  stands,  but  no  right  of  way  by  carts, 
carriages  or  other  vehicles  whatsoever  over,  upon  or  across 
the  said  Battery,  or  any  part  thereof,  without  the  special 
leave  and  license  of  the  Mayor,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
said  city  of  New  York,  in  writing,  from  time  to  time  first 
had  and  obtained  as  the  same  may  be  required  by  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part.  The  said  party  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  part  to  have  no  exclusive  right  to  occupy  or  use  the 
bridge  leading  from  the  said  Battery  to  the  said  garden, 
except  the  right  of  way  of  the  same  for  foot  passengers, 
and  to  have  no  right  of  wharfage  on  either  side  thereof; 
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to  have  and  to  hold  the  ^said  above-mentioned  and  de¬ 
scribed  premises  with  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  as¬ 
signs,  from  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  for  and  during 
and  until  the  full  end  and*  term  of  five  years  from  thence 
next  ensuing,  yielding  and  paying  therefor  unto  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  the 
rent  or  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  payable  quarterly  on  the  first 
days  of  August,  November,  February  and  May,  in  each 
year,  and  for  each  of  the  said  years.  Provided  always, 
nevertheless,  that  if  the  rent  above  reserved,  or  any  part 
thereof  shall  be  behind  or  unpaid,  on  any  day  of  payment 
whereon  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  or  if  de¬ 
fault  shall  be  made  in  any  of  the  covenants  herein  Contain¬ 
ed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  be  paid 
kept  and  performed;  then,  and  from  thenceforth  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part, 
their  successors  or  assigns,  into  and  upon  the  said  demis¬ 
ed  premises,  and  every  part  thereof  wholly  to  re-enter 
and  the  same  to  have  again,  repossess,  and  enjoy  as  in 
their  first  and  former  estate,  or  to  distrain  for  any  rent 
that  may  remain  -  due  thereon,  any  thing  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding.  And 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  himself  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  does  hereby  coven¬ 
ant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part, 
their  successors  and  assigns,  that  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  as¬ 
signs,  shall  and  will  during  the  said  term  hereby  demised, 
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well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  par¬ 
ties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  the  said 
rent  above  reserved,  on  the  days  and  in  the  manner  herein 
prescribed  without  any  deduction.  And  that  on  the  last 
day  of  the  said  term,  or  other-  sooner  determination  of 
the  estate  hereby  granted,  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  and 
will  quit  and  surrender  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  the  premises  hereby  de¬ 
mised,  and  all  the  improvements  that  may  have  been 
placed  therein  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  exe¬ 
cutors,  administrators  or  assigns,  which  improvements  are 
to  belong  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  succes¬ 
sors  or  assigns,  and  all  of  which  are  to  be  so  surrendered 
up  in  as  good  state  and  condition,  as  reasonable  use  and 
wear  thereof  will  permit,  damages  by  the  elements  except¬ 
ed. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  himself, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigis,  does 
further  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to,  and  with  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
that  during  the  continuance  of  this  lease,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
their  servants,  and  all  others  having  business  with  them, 
shall  and  may  with  their  boats,  come  to  and  lie  at  and  land 
upon  a  convenient  ferry  stairs  or  landing  place,  at  or  on 
the  premises  hereby  demised,  to  be  provided  free  of  ex¬ 
pense  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns,  by  day  or  night,  and  have  a 
free’right  of  way  to  the  Battery. 

And  further,  that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his 
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executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  not,  nor  will,  at 
any  time  during  the  continuance  of  this  lease,  assign,  mort¬ 
gage,  or  set  over  or  let,  or  lease,  the  said  premises  hereby 
demised,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  all  or  any  part  of  the 
term  hereby  granted  to  any  person  or  persons,  whomso¬ 
ever,  without  the  leave  and  consent  of  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  their  successors  or  assigns  in  writing,  nor 
shall,  nor  will  make,  or  erect  any  building  upon  the  said 
premises,  or  otherwise  materially  alter  the  same,  without 
such  leave  and  license  as  aforesaid. 

And,  that  in  order  to  insure  the  proper  conducting  of 
the  said  premises  so  demised,  he,  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
shall  and  will,  well  and  faithfully  abide  by,  and  conform 
to  the  reasonable  orders  and  directions  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time  to  be 
made  and  given  by  him  touching  the  management  of  the 
said  premises;  and  shall  not  suffer  the  said  premises,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  be  used  as  a  ball  room  or  for  dancing, 
without  the  written  permission  of  the  said  Mayor  for  the 
time  being,  first  had  and  obtained,  and  shall  not  suffer 
gaming  of  any  kind  to  take  place  on  the  said  premises,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  any  billiard  or  other  gaming  tables  to 
be  kept  there,  nor  permit,  the  said  premises,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  be  occupied  as  a  theatre  or  circus,  nor  for  the 
business  of  storing  goods. 

Provided ,  always, land  these  presents  are  upon  these  fur¬ 
ther  express  conditions,  that  whenever  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  shall  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of 
the  term  hereby  demised,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  convened,  declare  that  the  premises  hereby  de- 
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mised  are  required  for  public  purposes  of  any  kind,  that 
then,  and  in  such  case,  these  presents  and  every  thing  here¬ 
in  contained,  shall  thenceforth  cease,  determine,  and  be 
absolutely  null  and  void,  excepting  that  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
shall  pay  the  rent  up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  such 
resolution. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  themselves, 
their  successors  and  assigns,  do  covenant  and  agree,  to, 
and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  that  he,  tfie  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  pay¬ 
ing  the  said  yearly  rent  above  reserved,  and  performing 
the  covenants  and  agreements  on  their  part,  he,  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  shall  and  may,  at  all  times  during  the  said  term 
hereby  demised,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold  and  en¬ 
joy  the  said  demised  premises,  without  any  manner  of  let, 
suit,  trouble  or  hindrance  of,  or  from  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons  whomsoever,  in  the  manner  herein  before 
granted  and  demised. 

The  parties  of  the  first  part,  covenant  that  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  use,  during  the 
term  of  this  lease,  of  all  the  fixtures  and  improvements  in 
said  Castle  Garden,  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  pres¬ 
ents,  excepting, the  property  of  the  American  Institute. 

In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  these  presents  remain¬ 
ing  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  has  set  his  hand  and  seal,  and  to  the 
other  part  thereof  remaining  with  the  said  party  of  the 
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second  part,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  have  caused 
their  common  seal  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written. 

THEODORE  J.  ALLEN,  [l.s.] 

In  presence  of  A,  S.  Cady. 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss: — On  this  18th  day  of 
July,  1854,  before  me  came  Theodore  J.  Allen,. to  me 
personally  known  to  be  the  individual  described  in,  and 
who  executed  the  foregoing  lease,  and  acknowledged  that 
he  executed  the  same  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

A.  Si,  Cady,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

Ebr  and  in  consideration  of  the  letting  of  Castle  Gar¬ 
den,  the  premises  described  in  the  foregoing  lease  to  The¬ 
odore  J.  Allen,  and  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  we,  Elisha 
S.  Mott,  Peter  Voorhis,  hereby  become  surety  for  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  rent,  and  the  performance  of  the 
covenants  in  the  foregoing  lease,  mentioned  to  be  paid 
and  performed  by  the  said  Theodore  J.  Allen,  and  if  any 
default  shall  be  made  therein,  we  do  hereby  promise  and 
agree,  to  pay  unto  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  will 
be  sufficient  to  make  up  such  deficiency,  and  fully  satisfy  the 
conditions  of  the  said  agreement,  without  the  requiring  any 
notice  of  non-payment,  or  proof  of  the  demand  being  made, 
or  other  proceedings  instituted,  to  recover  the  said  rent. 

E.  S.  MOTT,  [l.s.] 

PETER  VOORHIS,  [L.S.J 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals, ) 
the  20th  day  of-  July,  1854,  in  > 
presence  of  3 

A.  S.  Cady. 
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No.  2. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Theodore  J. 
Allen,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me 
paid  by  Henry  R.  Conklin,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  the  said 
Conklin,  discharged  therefrom,  have  sold,  assigned,  trans¬ 
ferred,  and  set  over,  and  by  these  presents  do  sell,  assign, 
transfer  and  set  over,  to  the  said  Henry  R.  Conklin,  a 
certain  indenture  of  lease  of  Castle  Garden,  for  the  term 
of  five  years  from  May  1,  1854,  made  between  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of 
the  first  part,  and  Theodore  J.  Allen,  of  the  sdcond  part, 
and  bearing  date  the  23d  day  of  March,  a.d.  1854,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  benefits,  and  advan¬ 
tages  arising,  or  to  arise  therefrom,  or  thereunder,  or  by 
virtue  thereof.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lease,  and 
the  premises  and  privileges  thereby  demised  to  the  said 
Henry  R.  Conklin,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  said  lease,  subject 
notwithstanding,  to  the  rents,  covenants,  and  conditions 
therein  contained. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal,  the  twenty-third  tlay  of  March,  a.d.,  1854. 

THEODORE  }.  ALLEN,  [us.] 

In  presence  of  Henry  H.  Anderson. 

Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  March  27^1855.  j 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  hereby  consent  to  the  assignment  of  the  lease 
of  Castle  Garden,  in  accordance  with  the  within  assign¬ 
ment  to  Henry  R.  Conklin,  as  soon  as  rent  is  paid. 

A.  C.  ^LAGG. 
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No.  3. 

AN  ACT,  FOR  SECURING  AND  IMPROVING  CERTAIN  LANDS 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  FOR  PUBLIC  USES.  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED.  Passed  16th  of 
March,  1790. 

Whereas,  Fort  George,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
the  Battery  adjacent  thereto,  are  at  present  useless  for  the 
purposes  of  defence,  therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  same ;  That  all  that  part  of  Fort 
George,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  lands  adjoining 
thereunto,  belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state,  beginning 
at  a  stake  standing  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Broadway, 
continued  at  a  place  which  is  eighty-six  feet  distant,  on 
a  course  south;  thirty-seven  degrees  and  forty-five  minutes, 
east;  from  the  south-east  corner  of  the  dwelling  house  of 
Captain  Archibald  Kennedy,  and  running  thence  easterly 
to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  old  Secretary’s  office,  on 
Whitehall  street;  thence  southerly,  along  the  west  side  of 
Whitehall  street,  to  the  ground  of  Captain  Thomas  Ran¬ 
dall;  then  westerly  along  the  north  side  of  his  ground, 
and  along  the  rear  of  the  lots  which  front  on  Pearl  street, 
as  far  as  they  extend;  then  north,  fifty-seven  degrees  and 
forty-five  minutes  west,  until  a  course  north,  thirty-two 
degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  east,  will  strike  the  place  of 
beginning;  and  then  north,  thirty-two  degrees  and  fifteen 
minutes  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  declared  to  be  forever  reserved  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  erecting  public  buildings,  and  such  works  of  de¬ 
fence  as  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time  direct; 
and  further,  that  the  same  shall  not,  at  any  time  or  times, 
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hereafter,  be  sold  or  appropriated  to,  or  for  any  private 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state, 
within  the  bounds  following,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  old  Secretary's  office,  and  running 
thence  southerly  along  Whitehall  street  to  the  East  river, 
at  Whitehall  slip;  then  southerly,  westerly  and  northerly, 
along  the  East  river,  the  bay  and  Hudson's  river,  to  the 
north  side  of  the  street  which  runs  on  the  south  side  of 
Archibald  Kennedy's  house,  continued  to  Hudson's  river; 
thence  along  the  same  to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  said 
Kennedy's  house;  thence  south,  thirty-seven  degrees  and 
forty-five  minutes  east,  eighty-six  feet;  thence  easterly,  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  (excepting  thereout,  that  part  re¬ 
served  to  the  people  of  this  state,  as  described  in  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act,)  as  well  as  all  the  lands 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  aforesaid,  which  the  said 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  claim  title  to,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  remain 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  and  works  of 
defence  thereon;  but  without  any  power  to  dispose  thereof, 
for  any  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  and  without  any 
power  of  selling  any  part  thereof. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  cause 
the  said  Fort  George  to  be  demolished,  and  the  ground 
whereon  said  fort  stands  to  be  levelled;  and  also  to  cause 
a  bulkhead  to  be  erected  from  the  end  of  the  bulkhead 
lately  erected  by  them,  continuing  the  same  to  the  south- 
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west  bastion  of  the  Battery  aforesaid;  and  to  sell  and  dis¬ 
pose  of  the  buildings  and  materials  of  the  said  fort,  and 
to  apply  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  towards  erecting 
the  bulkhead  aforesaid. 

IY.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  Gerard 
Bancker,  Richard  Varick  and  John  Watts,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  to  cause  a  proper  house,  and  other  necessary 
buildings,  to  be  erected  on  some  part  of  the  lands,  in  the 
first  enacting  clause  in  this  act  mentioned,  for  the  use  of 
the  government  of  this  state;  and  to  be  applied  to  the 
temporary  use  and  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  during  such  time  as  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  shall  hold  their  sessions  in  the  city 
of  New  York;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  said 
Gerard  Bancker,  Richard  Yarick  and  John  Watts,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the 
sum  of  eight  thousand  pounds,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  by  them  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid;  and  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  the  said  sum  of  eight  thousand  pounds  is  the  whole 
sum  intended  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  aforesaid 


No.  4. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come — The  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  send 
greeting: — Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  water  lot  and  soil  under  water, 
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within  the  boundaries  hereinafter  described,  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  constructing  and  erecting  of  fortifications  for  the 
defence  of  the  port  and  harbor  of  New  York. 

And  whereas,  -the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common¬ 
alty  are  desirous  of  contributing  all  in  their  power  to  an 
object  so  important  to  the  public  weal,  they  have  agreed 
to  cede  all  their  right  and  title  to  the  said  premises  : 
Now  therefore,  know  ye  that  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  one  dollar  to  them 
paid  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  released  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  release,  convey  and  confirm  to  the 
said  United  States,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the 
said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  of,  in  and  to  all  that  certain  lot  of  ground  and 
water  lot,  vacant  ground  and  soil  under  water,  to  be  made 
land  and  gained  out  of  the  Hudson  river,  situate  in  the 
First  Ward  of  the  said  city. 

Beginning  on  the  line  of  the  present  Battery  at  a  point 
six  feet  southerly  of  the  most  southerly  external  angle 
formed  by  the  main  Battery  and  the  present  bastion; 
'  thence  north  sixteen  degrees  and  ten  minutes  west  three 
hundred  and  ten  feet;  thence  south  sixty-four  degrees  west 
two  hundred  feet  into  the  Hudson  river;  thence  south 
twenty-six  degrees  east  three  hundred  feet;  thence  north 
sixty-four  degrees  east  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

And  also,  all  that  water  lot,  vacant  ground,  and  soil 
under  water  to  be  made  land  and  gained  out  of  the  Hud- 
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son  river,  of  the  breadth  of  three  hundred  feet  lying  on  a 
course  south  sixty-four  degrees  west,  adjoining  to  the 
premises  above  described,  and  hereby  granted  and  con¬ 
veyed,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lot  of  ground,  water 
lot  and  soil  under  water,  and  premises  aforesaid  hereby 
granted  and  released,  with  the  hereditaments  and  appur¬ 
tenances  to  the  said  United  States  for  ever  to,  and  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  aforesaid,  provided  always,  and  this 
grant  is  upon  this  condition:  that  if,  at  any  time  hereafter 
the  said  premises  hereby  granted,  shall  cease  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  fortifications,  or  for  such  other  purpose 
as  the  public  may  be  immediately  interested  in,  then,  and 
from  thenceforth  the  said  premises,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  cease  to  be  used  and  applied  to  the  purposes  afore¬ 
said,  shall  revert  to,  and  revest  in  the  said  Mayor,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  and  their  successors,  and  they  shall 
and  may  enter  upon  the  same  as  of  their  former  estate. 
Sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  said  city.  Witness, 
Marinus  Willett,  Esquire,  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  the 
seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 


No.  5. 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  RECONVEYANCE  OF  A  TRACT 
OF  LAND  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Sec.  1.  “  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  i3  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  have  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  tract  of  land  on  and  near  the  west  head  of 
the  Battery  (so  called)  in  the  city  of  New  York,  heretofore 
granted  to  the  United  States  by  the  Mayor  and  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  said  city,  is  no  longer  required  as  a  military  posi- 


Doc.  No.  24.) 


24 


tion  for  the  defence  of  the  harbor,  and  .'city  of  New  York, 
to  cause  the  works  erected  thereon  to  be  dismantled,  and 
the  materials  thereof  to  be  disposed  of,  in  such  manner  as 
in  his  judgment  the  public  interests  may  require;  and  to 
reconvey  to  the  said  Mayor  and  Corporation  the  said  tract 
of  land  granted  by  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.’' 

Approved  March  30,  1822. 


No.  6. 

.  COPT  OP  CONTRACT — BATTERY  ENLARGEMENT. 

November  25th,  1852. 

This  agreement,  made  this  25th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1852,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York — by  John  T.  Dodge, 
Street  Commissioner  of  the  said  ci-ty,  of  the  first  part,  and 
Henry  Conklin,  of  the  s#aid  city,  of  the  second  part. 

Whereas,  By  the  ordinance,  preamble  and  resolution  duly 
adopted  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  by  the 
Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  December  17th,  1849,  and 
by  the  Board  of  AMermen,  June  4th,  1851,  the  Battery  of 
said  city  was  directed  to  be  enlarged  to  the  extent  shown 
on  the  annexed  map,  and  the  Street  Commissioner  of  said 
city  was  authorized  to  make,  and  enter  into  a  contract  for 
the  completion  of  the  said  enlargement  and  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  work  necessary  for  that  purpose,  under  certain 
regulations  in  said  ordinance,  preamble  and  resolution 
specified. 

Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  said 
ordinance,  preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  authority  and 


25 


(Doc.  No.  24. 


power  vested  in  said  Street  Commissioner,  by  law,  and  in 
consideration  and  agreements  hereinafter  contained,  and 
on  the  proposed  extension  line  of  the  Battery,  as  shown  on 
the  diagram  hereto  annexed;  also  a  parapet  wall  upon  the 
same,  with  cut  granite  posts  to  be  inserted  therein,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  specifications  hereinafter  set  forth,  and 
to  complete  and  finish  the  same  in  three  years  from  the 
date  of  this  agreement;  the  rip-rap  wall  to  be  made  by 
filling  in  broad-cast  with  mountain  stone,  on  the  extension 
line,  so  as  to  be  12  feet  wide  on  the  top,  at  1  foot  above 
low  water,  and  to  be  levelled  off  at  a  uniform  grade,  the 
interstices  to  be  filled  and  sledged  in  with  small  stone  to 
receive  the  parapet  wall.  The  parapet  wall  is  to  be  com¬ 
posed  of  hydraulic  stone  masonry,  of  the  best  blue  or  gray 
stone,  of  an  uniform  color,  the  face  to  be  hammer-dressed 
and  laid  in  courses;  the  materials  and  workmanship  to  be 
of  the  best  quality;  the  wall  to  be  7  feet  in  height,  8  feet 
in  width  at  the  base,  2  feet  at  the  top,  and  the  face  to  be 
sloped  one  to  four.  The  base  course  of  the  wall  to  be  laid 
upon  a  bed  of  concrete,  the  stone  to  be  3  feet  in  length, 
2  feet  in  breadth  and  1  foot  in  thickness;  the  balance  of 
the  wall  to  be  laid  in^six  courses,  and  no  face  stone  to  be 
less  than  2  feet  in  length,  and  to  hold  its  face  size  for  half 
its  length  from  front  to  rear;  the  beds  of  the  stone  to  be 
brought  on  a  line  from  front  to  rear,  of  such  fairness  of 
surface  as  will  give  compactness  and  stability  to  the  bed- 
joints;  the  stone  to  be  dressed  so  as  to  admit  of  being  laid 
to  a  joint  not  to  exceed  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thick¬ 
ness;  each  course  to  be  backed  up  with  rough  hammer- 
dressed  stone,  and  no  stone  shall  project  above  its  course 
from  front  to  rear. 

The  cut  granite  eoping  to  be  1  foot  thick.,  2\  feet  in 
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width,  and  not  less  than  4  feet  in  length,  to  be  doubled 
together  by  two  iron  bolts,  6  inches  in  length  and  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  the  faced  edge  to  be  cut 
to  the  slope  of  the  faced  wall,  and  laid  to  project  6  inches 
beyond  the  face  of  the  wall,  and  to  cut  apertures  of  12 
inches  square,  10  feet  apart,  four  centres  through  the  cop¬ 
ing,  to  receive  the  granite  posts.  There  will  be  212  gran¬ 
ite  posts  to  be  inserted  in  the  apertures  of  the  granite  cop¬ 
ing,  to  project  4  feet  above  it,  each  post  to  be  12  inches 
square  at  the  base,  diminishing  to  10  inches  at  the  top,  and 
rounded  off,  forming  the  frustum  of  a  pyramid.  The  said 
party  of  the  second  part  engages  to  perform  and  complete 
the  said  work  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  specifi¬ 
cations,  for  the  following  prices,  that  is  to  say;  for  rip 
rap  wall  per  cubic  yard,  seventy  cents;  for  parapet  wall 
of  new  materials,  eight  dollars  per  cubic  yard;  for  parapet 
wall  made  out  of  materials  from  the  old  wall,  four  dollars 
per  cubic  yard;  for  newcoping  complete,  three  dollars  per 
lineal  foot;  for  new  posts  and  placing  them  in  coping, 
eight  dollars  each,  for  moving  and  placing  old  coping  and 
posts  on  new  parapet  wall,  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  in  consideration  of  the 
said  agreement,  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  cove¬ 
nant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  pay  to 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  all  work,  materials 
and  labor  furnished  by  him,  at  the  foregoing  rates,  in  the 
following  manner,  and  at  the  following  times: 

For  the  rip  rap  wall,  in  sums  not  less  than  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  as  the  work  progresses,  and  for  the  parapet 
wall,  in  sums  of  not  less  than  thr6e  thousand  dollars  as 
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the  work  progresses,  such  payments  to  be  made  upon  the 
certificate, of  the  surveyor  having  charge  of  the  work;  pro¬ 
vided,  however,  that  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of 
work  returned  by  such  certificates,  shall  be  retained  until 
the  completion  of  the  work;  and  it  is  further  agreed  by 
and  between  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  prices  or  sums  to  be  paid#  therefor,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  and  for  the  further  consideration 
that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have  reserved  certain 
rights  and  privileges  in  respect  thereof,  hereinafter  parti¬ 
cularly  stated  and  set  forth,  that  the  said  party  of  the  se¬ 
cond  part  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  and  privilege  of 
filling  in  the  space  between  the  line  of  the  said  wall,  so  to 
be  constructed,  and  the  present  Battery,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  depositing  such  materials  as  may  be  suitable  for 
that  purpose,  in  the  space,  so  as  aforesaid  intended  to  be 
filled;  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  fill 
in  the  space,  and  to  level  the  same  off,  and  to  gravel  the 
walks,  and  grass  the  plots  in  a  thorough  manner,  and  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  thereof, 
agrees  to  pay  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  the 
right  and  privilege  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  such  payment  to  be  made: — five  thousand  dollars  to 
be  paid  in  two  years  from  the  date  of  this  contract,  and 
to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  which  may  then  be  due  to 
the  party  of  the  second  part  under  this  contract,  and  the 
remaining  five  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  at  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  work,  and  to  be  in  like  manner  deducted  from 
the  amount  then  due  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  under 
this  contract;  and  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed, 
by  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  shall,  and  may,  dur 
ing  the  progress  of  the  work,  dump  in  the  said  space  so 
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to  be  filled,  all  street  rubbish  and  coal  ashes  taken  or  re¬ 
moved  from  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Wards  of  said  city;  and  it  is  further  covenanted  and 
agreed,  that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  convenient  access  to  the  ground  so,  as  afore¬ 
said  to  be  filled,  and  that  said  filling  shall  proceed  with 
regularity  and  in  such  manner  as  to  cause  the  least  inter* 
ference  witfi  the  public  use  of  the  said  Battery;  and  it  is 
further  agreed,  that  the  materials  contained  in  the  present 
Battery  wall,  shall  belong  to,  and  become  the  property  of 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part.  It  is  further  agreed 
between  the  parties,  that  the  said  work  shall  be  performed 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  a  city  surveyor,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  said  Street  Commissioner,  to  supervise 
and  direct  the  same.  It  is  further  agreed  between  the 
said  parties,  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  affect  or 
impair  the  right  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  to  grant 
any  application  now  pending  before  the  Common  Council, 
for  additional  wharf,  pier  or  ferry  privileges,  at  the  north¬ 
westerly  end  or  corner  of  the  present  Battery,  or  the  said 
enlargement,  full  power  to  make  any  such  grant  being 
hereby  expressly  reserved  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

The  contractor  further  agrees  to  furnish  satisfactory 
evidence  to  the  Street  Commissioner,  that  all  persons  who 
shall  have  performed  work,  or  furnished  materials  for  the 
performance  of  this  contract,  have  been  paid  fully  there-  • 
for,  according  to  their  respective  agreements  with  the 
contractor;  and  in  case  such  evidence  is  not  furnished, 
then  the  said  Street  Commissioner  shall,  on  production  of 
proper  vouchers,  be  authorized  to  pay  for  said  materials 
and  labor  out  of  any  moneys  due  on  said  contract. 

The  contractor  further  agrees,  that  if  at  any  time  the 
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aforesaid  work  shall!  not  progress  according  to  the  terms  of 
this  agreement,  and  the  said  Street  Commissioner  shall  be 
of  the  opinion  that  the  work  is  delayed,  he  shall  have  the 
power  to  place  such,  and  so  many  other  persons,  by  con¬ 
tract  or  otherwise,  to  work  at,  and  complete  the  same, 
as  he  shall  deem  advisable,  and  to  use  such  materials  as 
he  shall  find  on  the  ground,  or  procure  other  materials 
sufficient  to  complete  the  work,  and  charge  the  expense  of 
said  labor  and  materials  to  the  contractor,  and  deduct  the 
amount  thereof  from  the  amount  to  be  paid  him,  under 
the  contract;  and  the  contractor  furthermore  agrees,  that 
the  workmanship  shall  be  performed  in  the  best  manner; 
the  stone,  sand  and  other  materials  with  which  the  work 
is  composed,  shall  be  of  the  best  kind,  and  that  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  persons  shall  be  at  all  times  employed 
to  execute  the  work,  the  whole  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  Street  Commissioner,  or  such  person  as  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  superintend  the  work  and  any  materials  used, 
or  any  work  done  under  this  contract  which  shall  not  be 
approved  by  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  the  same, 
or  by  either  of  the  officers  before-mentioned,  shall  be  im¬ 
mediately  taken  up  and  removed,  and  other  materials  or 
other  work  substituted  in  place  thereof,  until  they  shall 
be  satisfied,  and  that  all  rubbish  and  materials  whatsoever 
that  shall  remain  after  the  aforesaid  work  shall  have  been 
completed  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  street.  And  the  contractor  further¬ 
more  agrees,  that  he  will  not  assign  by  power  of  attorney, 
or  otherwise*  any  of  the  moneys  arising  under  this  con- 
tractvtmless-by,  and  with- the  consent  of  the  parties  of  the 
firsts  part  of  this  agreement,  to  be  signified  by  the  indorse^ 
menti  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  on  the  contract;  and 
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the  contractor  furthermore  agrees,  that  he  will  commence 
the  aforesaid  work  without  delay,'  and  progress  therein 
so  as  to  complete  the  same,  on  or  before  the  day  of 
November,  1855;  and  in  case  the  said  work  should  not  be 
so  completed  or  finished  on  the  said  last-mentioned  day, 
that  lffe  will  pay  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty,  or  allow  them  to  retain  out  of  any  money  pay¬ 
able  to  him  for  the  said  work  as  above-mentioned,  the 
surveyors  and  inspector’s  fees,  for  each  and  every  day 
during  which  the  said  work  shall  remain  so  incomplete, 
or  unfinished  from  and  after  said  day. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have 
set  their  hands,  and  affixed  their  seals,  the  day  and  year 
first  above-written. 

(Signed,) 

JOHN  T.  DODGE,  [l.s.] 

Street  Commissioner . 
HENRY  CONKLIN,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  \ 
in  the  presence  of  $ 

M.  G.  Hart,  Contract  Clerk. 


■  No.  7. 

ASSIGNMENT  TO  GEORGE  LAI/. 

This  indenture  made  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  a.d., 
1853,  between  Henry  Conklin,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  George  Law,  of  said  city,  party 
of  the  second  part,  witnesseth,  that  for  and  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  him  in  hand,  paid  at  or 
before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  and  of 
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the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter  contained,  and 
on  the  part  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to  be  per¬ 
formed  and  kept,  the  said  party  hereto  of  the  first  part, 
hath  sold,  assigned,  transferred  and  set  over,  and  by  these 
presents,  doth  sell,  assign,  transfer  and  set  over  unto  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  administra¬ 
tors  and  assigns,  two  undivided  third  parts  of  the  interest 
of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in  and  to  a  certain 
contract  in  writing,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  a.d.,  1852,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  John  T.  Dodge, 
Street  Commissioner  of  said  city,  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
said  Henry  Conklin,  of  the  second  part,  for  the  work 
known  as  the  enlargement  of  the  Battery,  together  with 
two  thirds  in  interest,  of  the  rights  and  privileges,  given 
in  and  by  said  contract;  and  of  the  moneys  due,  or  to 
grow  due  thereon,  and  of  the  benefit,  profit  and  advantage 
of  every  name  and  kind  arising,  or  to  arise  out  of,  or  un¬ 
der  said  contract;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  undivided 
two-thirds  of  said  interest  to  the  said  George  Law,  his  execu¬ 
tors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  his  and  their  own  use, 
benefit  and  advantage  forever,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the 
covenants,  conditions  and  agreements  in  the  said  contract 
contained;  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  party  thereto  of 
the  second  part,  to  be  performed  and  kept,  and  which, 
by  reference  to  said  contract,  will  more  fully  appear. 
And  the  said  George  Law,  for  himself,  his  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  doth  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  to,  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  that 
provided,  and  so  long  as  the  said  Conklin  shall  fully  do, 
perform,  and  pay  on  his  part,  to  the  extent  of  one-third,  of 
all  things,  and  of  all  moneys,  to  be  paid,  done  and  per- 
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formed,  lie  will  bear  bis  proportion  of  the  expenses  in¬ 
curred,  and  to  be  incurred  in  and  about  the  carrying  on 
and  completing  the  work,  by  said  contract  agreed  to  be 
performed  and  done;  and  that  he  will  fully  comply  with, 
perform  and  keep,  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  hereby 
given  him,  all  the  covenants,  conditions  and  agreements 
in  said  contract  contained* and  on  the  part  of  the  party 
thereto  of  the  second  part  required  to  be  performed  and 
kept.  And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  in  considera¬ 
tion  thereof,  hereby  authorizes  the  said  party  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  part,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  contract,  to 
demand  and  receive  from  the  said  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  any  and  all 
moneys  which  are  now,  or  which  may  hereafter  become 
due  and  payable  under  said  contract,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  said  party  of  the  first 
part  might,  or  could  do,  were  these  presents  not  executed. 
And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hereby  further  coven¬ 
ants  and  agrees  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
that  he  has  not  made,  done  or  committed,  or  caused  to  be 
made,  done  or  committed,  any  act,  matter  or  thing  what¬ 
soever,  whereby  or  by  means  whereof  the  said  interest 
hereby  conveyed,  or  any  part  thereof,  is,  or  can  be,  in  any¬ 
wise  impeached  or  incumbered;  but  that  the  same  is  now 
free  and  clear  of  and  from  all  former  grants,  assignments; 
conveyances  and  charges,  of  every  name  and  kind  what¬ 
soever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  hereto  have  set 
their  hands  and  seals  hereunto,  the  day  and  .year  first 
above  written. 

HENRY  CONKLIN,  [l,  s.] 

GEORGE  LAW.  [l.  s;J 

In  presence  of  M.  C.  Story. 
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BOAED  OP  ALDERMEN, 

JUNE  8,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Grand 
street  pavement,  in  favor  of  authorizing  and  directing 
the  Comptroller  not  to  pay  any  further  sums  of  money  on 
said  contract,  until  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  terms  of 
the  contract  have  been  strictly  complied  with,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  resolution  directing  them  to  investigate  the  manner 
in  which  Grand  street  has  been  paved  with  the  granite 
block  pavement;  whether  the  terms  of  the  contract  have  been 
complied  with,  and  whether  the  sums  of  money  paid  there¬ 
on  have  been  paid  according  to  law,  together  with  a  com¬ 
munication  from  the  Comptroller  in  relation  thereto, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  contractors  on  said  work,  are  Messrs.  Cook  and 
Caplin — and  the  contract,  which  is  signed  by  them,  con¬ 
tains  a  specification  that  the  stone  shall  be  “  of  uniform 
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size,  each  stone  to  be  not  less  than  six  inches  on  the  sur¬ 
face,  and  not  more  than  seven  inches,  and  to  be  eight 
inches  in  depth,  to  be  paved  the  same  manner  as  that  in 
the  Bowery  between  Bayard  and  Walker  streets,  the  whole 
to  be  paved  with  the  very  best  of  sand.” 

Your  Committee  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
facts,  and  examined  under  oath  the  Commissioner  of  Re¬ 
pairs  and  Supplies,  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  and  other 
persons,  as  to  the  fulfillment  of  said  contract  on  the  part 
of  the  contractors,  and  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  most  essential  feature  of  said  contract,  having  the 
stone  of  uniform  depth,  has  been  omitted. 

The  surveyor  stated  that  he  had  signed  the  certificate 
for  the  work  because  he  thought  that  the  spirit  and  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  contract  had  been  complied  with,  although  he 
admitted  that  the  stone  averaged  from  five  to  eight  inches 
in  depth — but  upon  actual  measurement,  your  Committee 
found  that  the  stone  average  from  four  and  a  half  to  eight 
inches  in  depth,  notwithstanding  the  plain  specification  of 
the  contract  that  all  of  the  stone  shall  be  eight  inches  in 
depth ! 

From  information  obtained  from  contractors  and  others 
before  them,  your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  most 
important  requisite  of  a  pavement,  and  more  especially  of 
one  consisting  of  small  stones,  is  their  uniform  depth. 
Your  Committee  think  it  of  more  consequence  that  the 
stones  should  be  of  uniform  depth  than  of  a  prescribed 
thickness. 

An  arch  formed  by  paving  blocks  depends  for  its 
strength  upon  the  uniform  depth  of  the  stone  composing 
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it,  and  is  necessarily  defective  when  this  is  disregarded; 
and  the  effect  of  the  neglect  will  be  the  unequal  settling  of 
the  arch  or  crown  of  the  street,  and  the  breaking  of  the 
key  stone  or  bond,  at  different  points,  and  the  ultimate 
breaking  up  of  the  whole  pavement. 

It  was  also  shown,  on  the  examination,  that  the  inspector, 
appointed  by  the  commissioner,  was  an  iron  moulder,  sick¬ 
ly,  and  knew  nothing  about  paving,  not  even  being  aware 
that  there  was  a  contract  in  existence  specifying  the  size 
of  the  stones  and  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be 
laid. 

Your  Committee  think  that  such  conduct  and  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  such  men  is  highly  improper  and  censurable; 
and  from  what  has  transpired  during  the  investigation, 
they  are  convinced  that  a  rotten  and  reckless  system  pre¬ 
vails  in  our  executive  departments  in  relation  to  contracts 
and  the  conducting  of  the  public  works  generally,  whereby 
the  city  as  well  as  individuals  are  defrauded  out  of  large . 
sums  of  money. 

Your  Committee  are  compelled  to  report  that  the  pave-- 
ment,  as  laid  down,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms,  of-, 
the  contract,  and  if  this  work  is  accepted,  a  heavy  tax.  will; 
be  thrown  upon  the  city  treasury  for  repairs  long  before  • 
such  repairs  would  be  required  if  the  pavement  bad  been , 
laid  down  as  called  for  by  the#  specifications  in  dhe  con  ¬ 
tract. 

And  your  Committee  cannot  justify  or  uphold  any  sys¬ 
tem  than  will  allow  contractors  to  gain  such  an  advantage 
over  honest  and  fair  competitors,  by  disregarding  a  writ, 
ten  contract.  It  will  be  impossible  to  secure  fair  compe- 
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tition  and  honesty  in  estimates  for  public  work,  if  con¬ 
tractors  are  permitted  to  disregard  their  written  obliga¬ 
tions,  besides  being  a  source  of  favoritism  of  the  most  per¬ 
nicious  character. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  submit  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  and  directed  not  to  pay  any  further  sums  of  money 
to  Messrs.  Cook  &  Caplin,  on  their  contract  for  paving 
Grand  street  with  granite  blocks,  from  Broadway  to  East 
river,  unless  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  terms  of  said  con¬ 
tract  have  been  strictly  complied  with. 

CHARLES  FOX, 

WM.  TUCKER, 

Special  Committee  on  Grand  street  Paving. 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ) 
New  York,  May  9th,  1855.  [ 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  having  taken  measures  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  manner  of  executing  the  contract  for  paving 
Grand  and  Fulton  streets,  the  Comptroller  considers  it 
proper  to  communicate  to  the  Board,  such  facts  as  have 
been  elicited  in  an  investigation  which  has  been  made  at 
his  suggestion,  in  connection  with  the  claims  presented  by 
said  contractors  for  payment  for  work  done.  Document 
A,  appended,  is  a  communication  from  the  Comptroller  to 
contractors.  Document  B,  is  a  report  to  the  Comptroller, 
"giving  the  result  of  an  examination  of  the  pavement,  made 
by  Messrs.  Ewen  &  Ludlam.  At  the  close  of  the  season  for 
paving,  last  fall,  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies, 
made  a  requisition  for  the  ten  per  cent,  reserved  on  the 
work  then  done  on  Grand  street,  it  having  been  customary, 
as  was  stated,  to  pay  over  the  ten  per  cent,  on  other  jobs 
of  a  similar  character,  at  the  close  of  the  working  season. 
Payment,  however,  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that  the 
contract  did  not  provide  for  such  payment.  There  is, 
therefore,  nine  or  ten  thousand  dollars  reserved  on  account 
of  Grand  street,  as  a  guarantee  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 
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document  a. 

Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  ) 
New  York  May  9,  1855.  j 

Messrs.  Cook  &  Co., 

In  the  case  of  paying  Grand  street,  representations  have 
been  made  to  me,  that  the  stone  used  for  the  same  were 
not  of  the  size  and  character  prescribed  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract;  these  representations  came  from  competent 
and  reliable  persons,  who  had  measured  portions  of  the 
stone,  and  had  examined  the  work. 

In  consequence  of  these  representations  I  requested 
Daniel  Ewen  and  Isaac  T.  Ludlam,  two  experienced  City 
Surveyors,  to  examine  the  pavement,  measure  the  stone 
used,  and  report  to  this  department  whether  the  character 
and  size  of  the  material  used,  conformed  in  all  respects  to 
the  requirements  of  the  contract,  a  copy  of  which  was 
placed  in  their  hands.  Their  report  was  handed  in  yester¬ 
day,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed. 

The  printed  notice,  which  was  furnished  to  the  Surveyor, 
and  which  is  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  contractors,  issued  in 
anticipation  of  receiving  bids,  simply  says — “  Said  pavement 
to  be  laid  with  granite  blocks,  and  to  be  paved  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  in  the  Bowery,  between  Bayard 
street  and  Walker  street. 

In  calling  on  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies, 
for  the  terms  of  the  contract  for  laying  the  pavement  in 
the  Bowery,  it  appears  that  no  contract  was  made,  but 
that  the  work  was  done  under  the  following  resolution  of 
the  Common  Council,  viz: 
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Resolved ,  That  Messrs  Deghue  &  Cook,  have  permis¬ 
sion  to  pave  the  carriage  way  of  the  Bowery,  between 
Bayard  and  Walker  streets,  with  their  stone  block  pave¬ 
ment,  without  compensation  therefor,  except  in  case  the 
said  pavement,  six  months  after  completion,  shall  then  be 
in  good  order,  and  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  and  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies; 
that  then  Messrs,  Deghue  &  Cook,  shall  be  paid  for  the 
same  at  .the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  yard, 
provided  the  said  block  pavement  shall  be  completed  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  September  next,  the  Common  Council 
reserving  the  right  of  having  the  paving  stones  now  in 
said  street,  and  taking  the  same  away. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  13,1852. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  16, 1852. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  17.  1852. 

A  reference  to  this  general  resolution,  which  defines 
nothing  in  regard  to  the  size  and  quality  of  the  material 
to  be  used,  and  a  reference  to  the  pavement  constructed 
under  the  resolution,  equally  general  and  undefined,  and 
given  in  the  notice  for  bids,  cannot  overrule  the  specific 
terms  embodied  in  the  contract,  and  prescribing  the  size 
and  character  of  the  material  to  be  used.  And  although 
the  Bowery  pavement  is  referred  to  in  the  contract,  as 
similar  to  the  work  to  be  executed  in  Grand  and  Fulton 
streets,  yet  another  part  of  the  contract,  gives  the  size  of 
the  stone  and  delares  that  they  shall  be  “eight  inches  in 
depth.”  Can  this  precise  requirement  and  engagement  on 
the  part  of  the  contractors  be  set  aside  and  rendered  void, 
by  a  general  reference  to  the  Bowery  pavement,  which 
was  constructed  without  contract  or  specifications  ?  The 
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terms  of  the  contract  on  this  point,  are  as  follows:  “  The 
stone  to  he  of  uniform  size,  each  stone  to  be  not  less  than 
six  inches  on  the  surface,  and  not  more  than  seven  inches, 
and  to  be  eight  inches  in  depth,  to  be  paved  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  that  in  the  Bowery,  between  Bayard  and  Walker 
streets,  the  whole  to  be  paved  with  the  very  best  of  sand.” 

Messrs.  Bwen  &  Ludlam,  in  their  report,  state  that  the 
stones  used  in  paving  Grand  street  are  “  from  four  to  eight 
inches  in  length,  and  from  two  to  seven  inches  in  breadth 
on  their  surface,  and  from  five  to  eight  inches  in  their 
depth;  whereas  the  contract  calls  for  the  blocks  not  to  be 
less  than  six  or  more  than  seven  inches  on  their  surface, 
and  to  be  eight  inches  in  their  depth;  so  that  about  one- 
third  of  the  blocks  would  be  less  than  the  size  called  for  by 
the  contract;”  at  the  same  time  the  surveyors  referred  to 
say,  that  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  pavement  in 
Grand  street,  as  compared  with  that  in  the  Bowery,  “  in 
regard  to  the  size  of  the  blocks,  the  sand  foundation  under 
them,  and  the  manner  of  laying,  as  well  as  the  appearance 
of  the  pavement  when  laid,  we  also  consider  the  pave¬ 
ment  in  Grand  street,  to  be  every  way  equal  to  that  laid 
in  the  Bowery,  and  the  blocks  to  be  more  uniform  in  their 
size  and  appearance.” 

The  specifications  in  the'  contract  are  perhaps  unneces¬ 
sarily  exact  as  to  the  depth  of  the  stone,  requiring  each  to 
be  precisely  eight  inches  in  depth.  And  whilst  this  preci¬ 
sion  is  required  as  to  depth,  the  contract  entirely  omits 
any  allusion  to  the  base  of  the  block,  and  if  a  stone  has  a 
face  of  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  seven  inches,  it 
may  be  in  the  shape  of  a  wedge,  and  rest  on  a  base  of  one 
inch,  provided  the  point  of  the  wedge  is  eight  inches  from 
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the  face  of  six  or  seven  inches.  If  the  contract  was  so 
modified  in  these  particulars,  as  to  require  the  base  and 
face  of  the  stone  to  vary  an  inch  or  two,  and  the  depth,  to 
vary  in  the  same  manner,  the  work  would  not  be  essential¬ 
ly  impaired  by  the  change,  and  the  contractors  would  be 
enabled  to  work  into  the  pavement  a  much  larger  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  stone  quarried.  As  the  matter  now  stands  the 
executive  officers  have  no  alternative  but  to  hold  the  con¬ 
tractors  to  the  strict  terms  of  the  contract. 

In  progressing  with  the  work  on  Fulton  street,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  the  contractors  comply  strictly  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  as  they  are  now  ascertained  to  be, 
and  every  requisition  for  payment  should  be  accompanied 
with  evidence  from  the  surveyor  and  inspector,  that  the 
work  for  which  payment  is  demanded  has  been  executed 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  both  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  size  of  the  stone,  the  quality  of  the  sand,  and  the 
performance  of  the  work  in  every  particular. 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 

Comptroller. 
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DOCUMENT  B. 


A.  C.  Flagg,  Esq., 

Sie: — Agreeable  to  your  request,  we  have  made  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  Belgian  pavement,  laid  and  now  laying 
in  Grand  street,  to  ascertain  its  quality,  as  well  as  its 
manner  of  laying. 

The  contract  specifies,  that  the  face  of  the  blocks  shall 
not  measure  less  than  six  nor  more  than  seven  inches;  and 
their  depth  to  be  eight  inches;  the  sand  under  the  pave¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  the  shapes  of  the  other  sides  of  the  blocks; 
the  manner  of  laying  to  be  similar  to  those  laid  in  the 
Bowery,  between  Hester  and  Walker  streets,  for  which 
reason  we  have  had  portions  of  the  pavement  taken  up  in 
the  Bowery,  as  well  as  Grand  street,  to  compare  one  with 
the  other,  and  find  the  blocks,  in  both  streets,  to  be  from 
four  to  eight  inches  in  length,  and  from  two  to  seven 
inches  in  breadth  on  their  surface,  and  from  five  to  eight 
inches  in  their  depth;  whereas,  the  contract  calls  for  the 
blocks  not  to  be  less  than  six,  nor  more  than  seven  inches 
on  their  surface,  and  to  be  eight  inches  in  their  depth;  so 
that  about  one-third  of  the  blocks  would  be  less  than  the 
size  called  for  by  the  contract.  Although  the  printed 
specifications  to  contract  by,  says,  that  it  shall  be  laid, 
similar  in  size  and  manner,  to  that  laid  in  the  Bowery, 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  two  pavements,  both 
in  the  size  of  the  blocks,  the  sand  foundation  under  them, 
and  their  manner  of  laying,  as  well  as  the  appearance  of 
the  pavement  when  laid.  We  also  consider,  the  pave¬ 
ment  in  Grand  street  to  be  every  way  equal  to  that  laid 
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in  the  Bowery,  and  the  blocks  to  be  more  uniform  in  their 
size  and  appearance. 

DANIEL  EWEN, 

ISAAC  T.  LUDLAM. 

City  Surveyors. 

New  York,  May  7,  1855. 


Know  all  men  by  these  'presents,  That  we,  John  Cook  and 
George  Caplin,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  are  held  and 
firmly  bound  unto  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  said  city,  in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  law¬ 
ful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  or  their  cer¬ 
tain  attorney,  successors  or  assigns;  for  which  payment, 
well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we,  and  each  of  us,  do  bind 
ourselves,  and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors  and  adminis¬ 
trators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents. 
Sealed  with  our  seals. 

Dated  this  thirteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  three. 

Whereas,  The  above  bounden  John  Cook  &  George 
Caplin,  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  under  their  hand  and 
seal,  bearing  even  date  with  these  presents,  hath  con¬ 
tracted  with  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty, 
to  furnish  all  the  work  and  materials  required  to  pave 
Grand  street,  from  the  east  side  of  Broadway  to  Grand 
street  ferry,  East  river;  also,  Fulton  street,  from  East  to 
North  river,  except  where  Buss  pavement  is  laid,  accord¬ 
ing  to  plans  and  specifications  furnished  by  Commissioner 
of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  with  granite  block  pavement. 
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Now,  therefore ,  The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is 
such,  that  if  the  said  John  Cook  and  George  Caplin  shall 
well  and  truly,  and  in  a  good,  sufficient,  and  workmanlike 
manner,  perform  the  work  mentioned  in  the  said  contract, 
and  well  and  truly  perform  all  the  stipulations  and  agree¬ 
ments  in  said  contract  specified,  and  complete  the  same 
within  the  periods  therein  stipulated,  then  this  obligation 
to  be  void,  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

JOHN  COOK  &  GEORGE  CAPLIN,  [l.  s.J 
CHS.  WATERBURY,  [l.  s.J 
H.  HART,  [l.  s'.] 

Signed  and  sealed  ) 
in  presence  of  S 

James  S.  Halsted. 


This  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  30th  day  of 
November,  1858,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  Bartholomew  B. 
Purdy,  their  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  of  the 
first,  and  John  Cook  and  George  Caplin,  of  the  second 
part. 

Witness ,  That  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  has 
agreed  and  doth  agree,  by  these  presents,  with  the  parties 
of  the  first  part,  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned  and  contained,  and  under  the  penalty  expressed  in  a 
bond  ]  bearing  even  date  with  these  presents  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed. 

Whereas ,  By  an  ordinance  or  resolution  duly  adopted  by 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
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York,  in  Common  Council,  convened,  on  the  80th  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  was  authorized 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  parties  hereto  of  the  se¬ 
cond  part,  for  repaving  with  granite  blocks,  the  same  as 
is  laid  in  the  Bowery,  between  Bayard  and  Walker  streets, 
with  the  same  kind  of  material  and  in  the  same  manner; 
commencing  at  that  part  of  the  easterly  side  of  Broadway, 
in  Grand  street,  to  the  Grand  street  ferry,  at  the  East 
river,  from  curb  to  curb;  also,  the  repaving  of  Fulton  street, 
from  the  North  to  the  East  rivers,  except  that  portion 
paved  with  the  Russ  pavement,  and  to  be  paved  in  the 
same  manner  as  Grand  street  is  to  be.  Now,  therefore,  in 
pursuance  of  the  authority  of  said  ordinance  and  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  the  authority  and  power  vested  in  the  said  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  by  law,  he  has  con¬ 
tracted,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  with  Messrs. 
John  Cook  &  George  Caplin,  to  pave  Grand  street,  from 
the  easterly  side  of  Broadway,  extending  to  the  Grand  street 
ferry,  at  the  East  river;  also,  the  repaving  of  Fulton 
street,  from  North  to  East  river,  excepting  that  part  pav¬ 
ed  with  the  Russ  pavement,  with  granite  blocks  pavement, 
for  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents  per  su¬ 
perficial  square  yard,  the  work  to  be  done  according  to 
the  specifications  governing  the  same,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies. 
The  stone  to  be  of  uniform  size,  each  stone  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  on  the  surface  and  to  be  not  more  than  seven 
inches;  and  to  be  eight  inches  in  depth,  and  to  be  paved  the 
same  manner  as  that  in  the  Bowery,  between  Bayard  and 
Walker  streets,  the  whole  to  be  paved  with  the  very  best 
of  sand.  The  contractor  will  also  reset  all  the  frames  for 
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man-holes,  belonging  to  sewers  and  frames  for  stop-cocks, 
connected  with  Croton  water,  and,  where  there  is  new  ones 
required,  he  will  make  application  to  the  Croton  Water 
Board,  who  will  supply  them,  but  all  expenses  attending 
the  placing  of  them  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor. 
The  contractor  will  also  remove  all  refused  material  from 
the  street,  as  fast  as  it  may  accumulate.  The  grade  of  the 
street  to  be  formed  correctly  with  the  centre  or  crown, 
rising  eight  inches  above  the  line  of  the  present  gutter 
stone,  the  whole  to  be  laid  at  right  angles,  and  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  further  agree  to  erect  a  fence 
or  railing  across  the  ends  of  the  work,  and  place  sufficient 
and  proper  light  on  and  near  the  work,  and  keep  them 
burning  from  twilight  in  the  evening  until  sunrise,  and  take 
all  necessary  precaution  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  or 
injuries  occurring  to  persons,  animals,  or  property,  and  to 
be  responsible,  and  keep  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city,  harmless  and  indemnified  against 
all  loss  or  damage  for  which  they  may  be  rendered  liable, 
by  reason  of  any  neglect,  carelessness  or  unskillfulness  in 
any  manner;  the  amount  of  any  such  damage  to  be  deduct¬ 
ed,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  from  the 
amount  to  be  paid  them  under  this  agreement;  and  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  further  agree,  that  if  at  any  time 
the  aforesaid  work  shall  not  progress  according  to  the 
terms  of  this  agreement;  and  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs 
and  Supplies  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  work  is  delayed 
unnecessarily,  he  shall  have  the  power  to  place  such  and 
as  many  other  persons  by  contract  or  otherwise,  to  work 
at  and  complete  the  same  as  he  shall  deem  advisable,  and 
charge  the  same  thereof,  for  said  labor  and  materials  to 
the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  deduct  the  amount 
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thereof  from  the  amount  to  be'paid  them  under  this  agree¬ 
ment;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  further  agree* 
that  the  aforesaid  work  shall  be  measured  by  one  of  the 
City  Surveyors,  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs 
and  Supplies,  whose  return  thereof  shall  be  the  certificate 
of  payment,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  do  fur¬ 
ther  agree,  to  have  said  pavement  complete  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
(1855,)  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  - 
sued  for  and  collected  from  their  bondsmen.  It  is  further 
agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  be 
paid  for  said  work  as  it  progresses,  the  payments  to  be 
made  at  the  completion  of  every  thousand  yards  of  said 
work,  less  ten  per  cent.,  until  all  the  work  is  completed. 

It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  by  and  between  the 
parties  to  this  agreement,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Re¬ 
pairs  and  Supplies  reserves  the  right  to  appoint  the  inspec¬ 
tor  of  said  work. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  afiiixed  their  seals,  the  day 
and  year  first  in  these  presents  within. 

JOHN  COOK  &  GEORGE  CAPLIN,  [l.  s.] 

B.  B.  PURDY, 

Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies. 

Witness,  £ 

Jambs  S.  Halsted,  $ 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERIEJM, 

JULY  12,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  on  the 
award  of  contracts  for  advertising  the  proceedings,  &c., 
of  the  Common  Council,  &e.,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  May  21, 1855,  was  taken  up  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  communication  of  the  Comptroller,  in  relation  to 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council 
and  the  advertising  of  the  Corporation,  with  a  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen  there¬ 
on,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  do  not  consider  the  necessary  newspaper  adver¬ 
tising  of  the  departments,  as  directed^by*the  ordinances, 
or  the  publication  of  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  as  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  charted 
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of  1849,  as  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  twelfth  section, 
of  the  charter  of  1853,  which  provides  that  all  work  to  be 
done,  and  all  supplies  to  be  furnished,  involving  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be 
by  contract,  founded  on  sealed  bids,  &c.  Certainly,  that 
section  cannot  be  made  legitimately  to  apply  to  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  in  at 
least  two  newspapers,  as  the  Clerks  of  the  two  Boards  are 
by  the  charter  required  to  have  done,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  its  application  to  the  advertisements  relating  to 
executive  business,  which  the  ordinances  require  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Heads  of  Departments,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  which  is  not  chargeable  to  the  city  treasury, 
but  is  included  in  the  assessments  levied  on  private  prop¬ 
erty,  as  a  portion  of  the  expense  incurred  in  the  improve¬ 
ments  to  which  the  several  advertisements  refer. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  charter  of  1853,  was  indis¬ 
putably  designed  to  apply  to  work  and  supplies,  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  acceptation  of  those  terms,  which  pertain  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  executive  departments;  and  it  cannot,  by  any 
stretch  of  construction,  be  connected  with  the  printing,  the 
advertising,  or  any  thing  else  belonging  exclusively  to  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  municipal  government.  This 
view  of  the  case  is  fully  sustained  by  the  clause  in  said 
section  which  directs,  that  “  all  such  bids  or  proposals 
shall  be  opened  by  the  Heads  of  Departments  advertising 
for  them.”  The  printing  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the 
publication  of  its  official  proceedings,  do  not,  in  the  remot¬ 
est  degree,  belong  to  any  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  could  never  have  been  designed  to  be  reached  by  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollar  clause  of  the  twelfth  section, 
of  the  charter  of  1853. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Council- 
men  must  be  published  in  at  least  two  public  newspapers ,  by 
positive  command  of  the  charter.  This  publication  is  there¬ 
fore  essential  to  render  the  acts  of  the  Common  Council  le¬ 
gal;  and  cost  what  it  will,  it  is  the  bounden  and  impera¬ 
tive  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  charter  of  1849,  which  was  not  re¬ 
pealed,  modified,  or  amended  by  the  charter  of  1853,  under 
which  the  Comptroller  contends  we  should  contract  with 
the  lowest  bidder,  for  the  publication  of  our  official  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  the  necessary  advertising  for  the  executive 
departments.  The  charter  says: — •“  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Boards,  to  publish  all  ordi¬ 
nances  and  amendments  of  ordinances  which  shall  be  piss¬ 
ed,  and  also  the  proceedings,  in  the  newspapers  employed 
by  the  Corporation,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  se¬ 
crecy;  and  whenever  a  vote  shall  be  taken  in  either  Board, 
upon  the  passage  of  a  resolution  or  ordinance,  which  shall 
contemplate  any  specific  improvement,  or  involve  the  sale, 
disposition  or  appropriation  of  public  property,  or  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  public  money  or  income  therefrom,  or  lay  any 
tax  or  assessment,  such  resolution  or  ordinance  shall,  be¬ 
fore  the  same  shall  be  sent  to  the  other  Board,  and  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Board  at  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  passed,  be  published  with  the  ayes 
and  noes,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and 
against  the  same,  in  at  least  two  newspapers,  as  a  part  of 
the  proceedings.” 

The  publication  required  by  the  above  quotation  from 
the  charter,  is  not  in  any  degree  connected  with  the  ad¬ 
vertising  of  the  several  executive  departments,  required 
by  various  ordinances  and  laws,  and  should  not  be  coupled 
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with  it  in  any1  contract,  as  contemplated  by  the  Comptroller 
and  the  Board  of  Councilmen. 

The  legitimate  advertising  of  the  city,  other  than  that 
demanded  by  the  positive  command  of  the  state  law,  such 
as  the  notices  for  elections,  required  to  be  published  in 
every  newspaper  printed  in  the  county;  the  annial  state¬ 
ments  of  bills  paid  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  the  state¬ 
ments  of  the  County  Canvassers;  tax  notices;  jury  draw¬ 
ings,  <fcc.,  is  comparatively  trifling  in  amount,  and  if  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  trade  rates  in  any  two  or  three  papers  that 
the  Common  Council  might  designate  as  “  Corporation 
papers,”  would  involve  a  very  trifling  expenditure  of  the 
people's  money.  All  the  advertising  from  the  office  of  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  relative  to  sewers;  from  the 
Street  Commissioner's  office,  affecting  the  regulating,  grad¬ 
ing  and  paving  of  streets,  filling  sunken  lots,  &c.;  or  from 
the  office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  relation  to  open¬ 
ing  streets,  which  form  the  bulk  of  the  advertising  requir¬ 
ed  for  those  departments,  is  paid  by  assessments  upon  the 
property  involved  in  the  several  improvements  to  which 
the  advertisements  relate.  There  is,  therefore,  no  propri¬ 
ety  in  applying  to  that  class  of  advertising  the  “  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollar  clause''  of  the  charter  of  1858,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  neither  “  work  to  be  done,”  nor  “  supplies  to  be 
furnished”  for  the  city,  and  also,  because  each  advertise¬ 
ment  is  a  separate  and  distinct  affair  in  itself,  the  cost  of 
no  single  advertisement,  in  any  one  newspaper,  amounting 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  What  connection,  may 
be  asked,  has  the  advertising  required,  in  directing  a  con¬ 
tract,  and  laying  an  assessment  for  a  sewer  in  the  First 
Ward,  with  that  demanded  for  regulating  a  street,  or  flag- 
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ging  a  side- walk  in  tho  Twelfth  Ward,  especially  as  the 
expense  in  both  cases  is  collected  from  assessment  from 
private  individuals,  and  is  not  paid  from  the  city  treasury  ? 

During  the  year,  between  January,  1854,  and  January, 
1855,  the  city  paid  out  six  thousand  dollars  upon  contracts 
for  advertising,  and  publishing  the  Common  Council  pro¬ 
ceedings,  as  your  Committee  learn  from  the  Comptroller, 
in  six  different  newspapers — the  Evening  Post,  Commercial 
Advertiser,  Express,  National  Democrat,  and  two  German 
papers;  and  during  the  same  twelve  months,  the  amount 
assessed  upon  the  owners  of  property,  by  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  for  the  advertising  connected  with  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  in  the  building 
of  sewers;  and  the  Street  Commissioner's  office,  in  regu¬ 
lating,  grading  and  paving  streets,  flagging  side-walks, 
setting  curb  and  gutter  stones,  filling  sunken  lots,  fencing 
vacant  lots,  digging  wells  and  erecting  pumps,  was  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
as  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
Deduct  this  amount,  paid  into  the  city  treasury  for  adver¬ 
tising,  from  the  six  thousand  dollars  paid  out  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  it  shows  that  for  the  publication  of  the  official 
proceedings  of  both  Boards  of  the  Common  Council  and 
all  the  advertising  of  the  several  executive  departments, 
in  six  different  newspapers,  other  than  that  subject,  to  be 
collected  by  assessment,  the  city  treasury  has  only  paid 
three  thousand  and  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents — a 
sum  which  would  scarcely  pay  for  setting  up  the  types  re¬ 
quired  for  three  of  the  six  papers  employed.  Since  the  1st 
of  last  January,  the  present  proprietors  of  the  National  De¬ 
mocrat,  now  called  the  Daily  News,  have  refused  to  continue 
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the  publication  of  the  Corporation  advertising,  upon  the 
terras  of  the  original  contract  with  that  press,  so  that  at 
the  present  time  only  five  papers  can  be  found  in  the  city 
that  will  consent  to  be  ranked  as  “  Corporation  papers,” 
upon  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
two  of  them  are  printed  in  the  German  language. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparatively  large  amount  annu¬ 
ally  collected  by  assessment,  for  the  advertising  connected 
with  the  operations  of  the  Street  Commissioner  and  the 
Croton  Board,  your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  as¬ 
sessors,  in  almost  every  case,  have  rated  the  cost  of  the 
advertising  much  too  low  to  defray  the  actual  expense  in¬ 
curred,  if  the  papers  employed  were  allowed  an  adequate 
compensation  for  the  service.  Every  improvement  con¬ 
templated,  from  the  fencing  of  a  vacant  lot  to  the  building 
of  a  sewer,  or  the  grading  of  an  avenue,  requires  three 
separate  advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  the  “  Corporation 
papers,”  besides  the  printed  handbills  which  are  usually 
posted  up  all  over  town,  to  invite  contractors  to  compe¬ 
tition;  and  in  many  instances,  your  Committee  are  satis¬ 
fied  the  assessors  do  not  include  in  the  assessment  an 
amount  for  “  advertising,”  sufficient  to  pay  for  even  the 
printing  of  the  handbills,  and  the  services  of  the  bill  poster. 
If  they  were  required  to  pay  for  their  advertising,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  Corporation  contract,  it  would  soon  be 
seen  that  they  do  not,  as  a  general  thing,  assess  half  as 
much  as  they  should  for  the  several  publications  required 
by  the  laws  and  ordinances. 

When  an  application  is  made  to  the  Common  Council, 
for  a  sewer,  or  for  any  other  improvement,  which  is  to  be 
paid  for  by  assessment  upon  the  property  benefited,  notice 
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of  such  application  must  be  given  by  an  advertisement, 
published  at  least  tendays  in  the  “  Corporation  papers.” 
Then,  when  such  work  is  directed  by  ordinance  to  pro¬ 
gress,  another  advertisement  is  obliged  to  be  issued  for 
proposals  from  contractors  to  perform  the  work;  and  then 
again,  when  the  improvement  is  finally  completed  and  the 
assessment  laid,  still  another  notice  has  to  be  published  in 
the  “  Corporation  papers,”  for  those  interested  to  make 
their  objections  to  the  assessment.  For  these  three  several- 
advertisements  published  in  five  or  six  papers  ten  times, 
and  the  handbills  which  have  been  printed  and  posted,  in¬ 
viting  contractors  to  compete  for  the  work,  the  average 
amount  collected  by  assessment  has  not  been  more  than 
about  ten  dollars,  a  sum  that  would  not  more  than  half  pay 
for  the  same  amount  of  advertising  in  one  paper  of  gene¬ 
ral  circulation,  at  the  usual  rates  charged  for  business  ad¬ 
vertisements  in  those  papers. 

Your  Committee  know  of  no  reason  why  the  owners  of 
property  on  the  line  of  improvements,  for  whose  exclusive 
benefit  the  laws  and  ordinances  require  these  advertise¬ 
ments  to  be  published,  should  not  pay  the  newspapers  a 
full  equivalent  for  the  service;  and  they  do  not  compre¬ 
hend  any  necessity  for  connecting  this  description  of  ad¬ 
vertising  in  any  manner  with  the  legitimate  advertising  of 
the  city,  which  is  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury,  or  with  the 
publication  of  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council.  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  actual 
cost  of  advertising  upon  each  and  every  improvement  is  a 
distinct  matter  by  itself,  and  should  be  assessed  upon  the  , 
property  benefited,  at  its  full  amount,  with  the  other  neces¬ 
sary  expenditures,  which  make  up  the  assessment  list;  and 
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they  see  no  reason  why  the  newspapers  employed  should 
be  paid  any  less  for  these  necessary  and  law-required  ad¬ 
vertisements  than  they  demand  for  the  same  amount  of 
space  in  their  columns  when  occupied  by  the  advertise¬ 
ments  of  merchants,  tradesmen,  &c. 

The  only  rule  specified,  in  the  charter  or  the  ordinances 
in  relation  to  advertising  is,  that  it  shall  be  done  in  the 
“  Corporation  papers,”  while  the  positive  command  of  the 
charter,  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council  is,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  respective  Boards,  to  publish  them  “  in  at 
least  two  newspapers;”  but  there  is  no  provision  any  where 
that  they  shall  be  published  in  the  newspapers  that  will 
print  them  for  the  least  price,  irrespective  of  circulation — 
or  for  the  lowest  rates  per  thousand  copies  of  circulation 
in  the  city,  as  recommended  by  the  Comptroller — or  for 
the  lowest  amount,  taking  into  consideration  circulation  in 
the  city,  as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen. 
The  charter  simply  directs  the  Clerks  of  the  respective 
Boards  to  publish  them  in  at  least  two  papers,  and  it  is 
one  of  their  sworn  duties  to  do  so. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  1853,  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  Common  Council,  by  resolution,  to 
designate  certain  newspapers  as  “  Corporation  papers,” 
and  in  the  daily  journals  so  designated,  were  published  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  adver¬ 
tisements  of  the  heads  of  departments,  at  a  price  per  an¬ 
num,  stipulated  in  the  resolution.  One  thousand  dollars 
a  year  was  the  usual  amount  allowed  for  the  service  re¬ 
quired  of  a  “  Corporation  paper;”  but  when  any  desig¬ 
nated  paper  refused  to  perform  the  work  at  that  price  a 
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further  sum  was  appropriated,  if  it  was  deemed  important 
that  such  paper  should  be  retained  upon  the  list.  It  was 
in  this  way  that  the  Herald  obtained  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  and  the  Sun  two  thousand  dollars,  while  all  the  other 
Corporation  papers  were  paid  but  one  thousand  dollars. 

Your  Committee,  upon  reflection,  are  satisfied,  that  the 
basis  upon  which  the  Comptroller  was  directed  to  advertise 
for  proposals  for  the  advertising,  and  upon  which  he  was 
required  to  award  the  contract  to  the  five  newspapers 
offering  to  perform  the  work  at  the  lowest  rate  per  one 
thousand  papers  circulated  in  the  city,  is  not  a  proper  one 
to  be  adopted,  to  secure  the  extensive  publication  desired 
for  the  public  advertisements,  and  the  official  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council.  It  would  be  possible,  under  this 
rule,  that  the  newspapers  most  appropriate  for  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  city’s  official  advertising,  would  be  entirely 
precluded,  and  this  is  plainly  demonstrated  by  the  award 
of  the  Comptroller,  upon  that  basis,  to  two  papers  printed 
in  the  German  language,  and  to  one  paper  printed  in  Eng¬ 
lish,  which  confessedly  enjoys  the  smallest  circulation  of 
any  among  those  which  put  in  bids  for  the  contract.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  papers  printed  in  the  French,  Italian  or  Spanish  lan* 
guages,  which  circulate  extensively  in  this  city,  had  put  in 
estimates  upon  that  basis,  lower  than  those  printed  in 
English,  to  which  the  Comptroller  has  awarded  the  ad¬ 
vertising,  as  it  is  possible  they  may,  if  the  work  is  readver¬ 
tised  as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  would 
it  not  have  been  obligatory,  according  to  the  proposals 
advertised,  to  have  selected  them,  and  thus  have  precluded 
all  papers  printed  in  the  English  language  from  any  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  public  advertising. 
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It,  however,  appears  from  the  Comptroller’s  communi¬ 
cation,  that  only  three  of  the  competing  newspapers  putin 
their  bids  in  strict  accordance  with  the  advertisement,  or 
specifications  published  by  the  Comptroller.  That  is,  only 
the  Evening  Post,  the  Herald,  and  the  New  Yorker  (Ger¬ 
man)  Demokrat,  put  in  bids  at  a  specified  amount  per  line, 
per  thousand  circulation,  which  your  Committee  under¬ 
stand  to  be  the  great  distinguishing  feature  of  the  new 
plan,  designed  to  be  introduced,  of  paying  for  the  adver¬ 
tising  according  to  the  circulation  of  the  papers  employed. 
If  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  upon  which  the  Comptroller 
based  his  action  had  been  adhered  to,  only  those  three  bids 
would  have  been  considered.  Strictly  and  fairly  constru¬ 
ed,  the  resolution  did  not  authorize  the  recognition  of  any 
other  bid.  The  bids  of  the  Daily  Sun  and  the  Times,  to 
which  the  Comptroller  awards  the  contract,  did  not  spe¬ 
cify  any  rate  per  line,  for  each  thousand  copies  of  circula- 
lation,  while  that  of  the  Herald  was  in  exact  compliance 
with  the  resolution,  and  really  the  lowest  bid  that  was  put 
in  upon  the  principle  the  resolution  designed  should  govern 
in  making  the  contract. 

The  offer  of  the  Herald  was  one-fifth  of  one*  cent  per  line, 
per  thousand  copies  of  circulation  ;  that  of  the  Evening 
Post  and  New  Y orker  Demokrat,  each  one-fourth  of  one  cent 
per  line  per  thousand  copies.  These  were  in  fact,  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  your  Committee,  the  only  bids  entitled  to  consider¬ 
ation,  because  no  others  were  made  upon  the  basis  required, 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council.  According  to 
the  statements  furnished  of  the  amount  of  circulation  of 
these  papers,  the  Herald  would,  under  its  bid,  be  entitled 
to  eight  cents  per  line,  for  each  insertion  in  its  entire  edi¬ 
tion;  the  Demokrat,  one  cent  and  three-quarters,  and  the 
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Post,  three-fourths  of  one  cent.  The  same  number  of  lines 
per  annum  that  were  published  during  the  twelve  months 
preceding  the  time  when  the  Comptroller  opened  these 
bids,  would  give  the  Herald  twelve  thousand  and  thirty- 
four  dollars  per  year;  the  Dernokrat  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  and  the  Post  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars.  For  an  advertise¬ 
ment  required  by  law  to  be  published  ten  times,  the  Herald 
would  get  eighty  cents  per  line;  the  Dernokrat  fifteen  cents; 
and  the  Post  only  seven  and  a  half  cents.  For  advertise¬ 
ments  requiring  but  one  publication,  and  for  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Post  would  receive  an 
amount  hardly  sufficient  to  pay  the  journeyman  printer  for 
setting  the  types. 

Your  Committee  are  not  satisfied  that  any  such  basis  . 
for  awarding  the  contract  should  be  adopted.  Ten  cents 
per  line  we  believe  to  be  the  established  price  for  ordinary 
private  business  advertising  in  the  Herald,  and  your  Com¬ 
mittee  think  that  the  proprietor  of  that  paper  would  rea¬ 
dily  make  a  liberal  discount  upon  his  regular  prices,  in 
favor  of  so  extensive  an  operation  as  the  publication  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  which  require 
but  one  insertion,  and  the  advertisements  of  the  executive 
departments,  which  demand  a  publication  of  ten  days. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  possesses  a  gene¬ 
ral  interest  to  the  readers  of  newspapers  that  does  not  at¬ 
tach  to  the  ordinary  business  advertisements  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  world,  and  on  that  account,  and  because  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  every  well  conducted  daily  paper  will  keep  its 
readers  informed  in  relation  to  public  affairs,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  our*  official  doings  to  be  published  at  a 
rate  much  less  than  that  which  the  papers  have  established 
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for  ordinary  business  advertising,  especially  if  the  adver¬ 
tising  of  the  executive  departments  should  be  given  to 
them  at  their  regular  scale  of  prices.  Indeed,  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  the  Herald  has  proposed  to  publish  the  official  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Common  Council  without  charge,  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  the  city  shall  publish  in  its  columns  all  its  other 
advertising,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents  per  line,  which  is 
two  cents  per  line  less  than  its  regular  rates. 

There  surely  can  be  no  advantage  in  making  a  contract 
with  newspapers  so  extensively  circulated  as  the  Herald, 
Sun  and  Times,  if  we  are  to  pay  them  for  publishing  the 
Common  Council  proceedings,  the  full  pay  they  exact  from 
transient  business  advertisers,  who  would  not  require  ten 
lines,  where  the  city  would  thousands;  nor  is  there  any 
justice  in  requiring  newspapers  like  the  Evening  Post,  the 
Express  and  Commercial  Advertiser  to  perform  this  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  city,  if  the  public  interest  requires  them  to  do 
it,  for  one-fourth  the  prices  that  govern  their  advertising 
operations  with  the  business  world. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  believing  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  as 
required  by  the  charter,  and  the  necessary  newspaper  ad¬ 
vertising  of  the  executive  departments,  as  prescribed  by 
law,  is  not  “work  to  be  done,  or  supplies  to  be  furnished,” 
within  the  meaning  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  charter  of 
1853,  can  see  no  necessity  for  applying  the  “  contract  sys¬ 
tem”  to  it,  and  for  employing  exclusively  those  newspapers 
that  will  accept  it  at  the  lowest  rates  per  line,  per  thousand 
copies  of  circulation.  Nor  do  your  Committee  conceive 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council  to  be  governed 
exclusively  by  the  amount  of  circulation,  in  the  selection 
of  “Corporation  papers.” 


13 


(Doc.  No.  26. 


There  are  newspapers  published  in  this  city,  which  en¬ 
joy  an  immense  circulation,  that  are  scarcely  ever  seen  in 
the  business  part  of  the  metropolis,  and  rarely  fall  into  the 
hands  of  business  men,  especially  interested  in  municipal 
affairs.  The  public  advertisements  should  be  appropri¬ 
ately  published,  in  newspapers  that  have  circulation  among 
the  class  interested  in  public  matters;  and  it  is  possible 
that  advertisements  printed  in  a  paper  of  a  circulation  of 
three  or  five  thousand,  might  be  more  effective  and  more 
advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  Corporation  than  if 
published  in  a  paper  of  a  different  character,  circulating 
fifty  thousand.  For  instance,  if  the  Comptroller  desired 
to  give  notice  to  capitalists  of  his  intention  to  issue  city 
stock  to  the  amount  of  a  million  or  more  of  dollars,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  the  new  City  Hall,  or  the  new 
reservoir,  of  what  advantage  would  it  be  to  advertise  the 
fact  in  a  paper  whose  circulation  is  confined  to  such  local¬ 
ities  as  Church,  Orange,  Mulberry  and  Mott  streets,  and 
.which  is  read  almost  exclusively  by  the  laboring  class,  and 
by  servant  girls  seeking  employment,  no  matter  how  im¬ 
mense  that  circulation  might  be  ?  Suppose  it  was  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  to  lease  the  public  piers  or  the  ferry  franchises, 
of  what  avail  would  it  be  to  publish  it  in  papers  that  are 
not  taken  and  read  by  business  men,  however  numerous 
might  be  its  readers,  exclusively  among  mechanics,  corner 
grocery  men,  laboring  men,  servants  and  other  classes  who 
feel  no  interest  whatever  in  such  matters  ? 

When  the  Comptroller  wishes  to  issue  bonds,  he  should 
advertise  in  papers  that  will  reach  the  capitalists,  without 
reference  to  the  extent  of  its  circulation  among  other  classes 
who  have  no  funds  to  invest.  When  the  leases  of  the  pub- 
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lie  piers  are  to  be  sold,  the  advertisement  should  be  insert¬ 
ed  in  papers  that  go  into  the  hands  of  the  shipping  mer¬ 
chants,  the  owners  of  steamboats,  and  those  who  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  streets  fronting  the  water.  When  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  design  to  sell  valuable  real 
estate,  they  should  advertise  liberally  in  papers  that  are 
taken  by  dealers  in  such  kind  of  property  and  business  men 
generally.  When  the  Street  Commissioner,  the  Croton 
Board,  or  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  ad¬ 
vertise  for  bids  to  regulate,  grade  and  pave  streets,  to  build 
sewers,  or  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  public  buildings, 
their  notices  should  appear  in  such  papers  as  will  most  like¬ 
ly  fall  into  the  hands  of  contractors  and  mechanics,  regard¬ 
less  of  its  general  circulation  among  merchants  and  others 
who  are  entirely  indifferent  to  such  affairs. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  requisites  for  a 
“  Corporation  paper”  are  simply,  that  .it  shall  be  a  well 
established  journal,  of  general  circulation  among  business 
men;  and  they  think  that  no  especial  regard  should  be 
paid  to  the  amount  of  its  circulation  among  those  classes 
of  the  community  who  do  not,  from  the  very  nature  of  their 
occupations,  business  associations  and  circumstances  in  life, 
interest  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the  municipal  govern¬ 
ment.  A  vast  majority  of  the  people  who  read  newspapers 
take  no  particular  interest  in  the  advertisements  of  our 
executive  departments,  connected  with  their  business  ope¬ 
rations,  however  much  they  might  be  interested  in  the 
movements  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government,  if 
they  were  correctly  and  elaborately  reported  in  the  news¬ 
papers  which  they  read.  * 

So  far  as  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  as  at  present  published  by  the  Clerks,  are  concerned, 
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they  can  entertain  only  those  few  who  are  specially  inter¬ 
ested  in  particular  matters  acted  upon,  and  which  affect 
only  individual  interests.  They  are  so  much  condensed, 
that  although  they  give  information  of  the  final  disposal 
of  a  paper  or  subject,  they  afford  no  explanation  of  the 
reasons  which  govern  members  in  their  votes,  and  furnish 
no  idea  of  the  importance  or  bearing  of  scarcely  any  mea¬ 
sure  adopted.  They  are,  in  fact,  very  dull  reading,  and 
that  is  the  reason  the  newspapers  demand  pay  for  giving 
them  a  place  in  their  columns. 

What  is  most  needed  by  the  public  is  a  “  Corporation 
paper/’  that  will  give  a  truthful  and  impartial  report  of 
the  debates  that  occur  in  both  Boards  of  the  Common 
Council,  upon  every  question,  and  furnish  a  graphic  and 
comprehensive  synopsis  of  every  paper  considered,  as  well 
as  the  final  disposition  of  every  subject  presented.  If  one 
or  two  newspapers  could  be  induced,  for  a  reasonable  com¬ 
pensation,  to  give  the  public  such  a  report  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  city  legislature,  in  addition  to  the  official  con¬ 
densation  of  the  Clerks,  as  now  published,  it  would  tend 
to  attract  more  general  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  city, 
and  create  an  interest  among  the  people  whose  interests 
are  affected  in  the  operation  of  our  municipal  government, 
much  more  extensive  than  has  hitherto  existed. 

It  is  true,  that  some  of  the  more  enterprising  of  the 
newspaper  press  now  give  brief  reports  of  the  debates  that 
transpire  upon  the  most  exciting  questions  that  arise,  from 
which  the  public  get  a  little  light  on  some  of  the  matters 
that  vastly  interest  them;  but  it  is  also  true  that  very 
many  subjects  of  the  highest  importance,  and  which  seri¬ 
ously  affect  the  pockets  of  the  tax-payers,  entirely  escape 
the  notice  of  the  most  attentive  of  the  voluntary  reporters, 
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and  become  known  to  the  public  only  through  the  brief 
notes  of  the  Clerk,  who  records  and  publishes  simply  that 
a  certain  Committee  reported  in  favor  of  a  certain  mea¬ 
sure,  which  was  adopted.  This  very  act  may  involve  an 
expenditure  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  seri¬ 
ously  affect  the  interests  of  private  individuals,  while  the 
very  parties  most  affected  may  never  know  or  hear  of  it, 
till  after  its  consummation,  and  when  it  is  too  late  to  reme¬ 
dy  any  evil  that  may  be  involved.  The  reports  of  our 
committees  generally  set  forth  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  base  their  recommendations;  and  the  substance  of 
these  reports,  together  with  a  sketch  of  any  debate  that 
might  ensue  upon  them,  should  be  published  in  some  news¬ 
paper,  known  and  recognized  as  a  “  Corporation  paper,” 
and  to  which  parties  interested  may  look,  with  a  certainty 
of  finding  a  reliable  account  of  all  that  transpires  in  the 
City  Hall.  Such  a  publication  could  not  fail  to  generally 
interest  the  people,  and  would  unquestionably  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  by  directing  more 
general  attention  to  the  operations  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  really  performs  legislation  for  more  people  and 
greater  interests,  and  disposes  of  vastly  more  public  money 
than  the  legislatures  of  half  the  states  in  the  Union. 

Without  intending  to  recommend,  at  this  time,  a  system 
of  reporting  and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates 
of  the  Common  Council,  so  elaborately  as  is  intimated  in 
the  preceding  paragraphs,  which  would  involve  consider¬ 
able  expenditure,  your  Committee  have  ventured  the  sug¬ 
gestion  for  future  consideration,  after  the  publication  of 
what  the  charter  imperatively  demands,  shall  have  been 
satisfactorily  arranged. 
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The  charter  requires  the  official  proceedings  of  the  two 
Boards  to  be  published  in  at  least  two  papers.  But  for 
this  fact,  your  Committee  would  recommend  that  but  one 
“  Corporation  paper”  be  employed,  to  which  all  parties 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  city  government  might  look 
with  a  certainty  of  finding  all  desirable  information  in  re¬ 
gard  to  municipal  operations.  The  same  reasoning  that 
will  require  the  employment  of  five  or  six  papers  for  the 
publication  of  the  Common  Council  proceedings,  and  the 
advertising  of  the  Corporation,  with  the  design  of  giving 
them  extensive  publicity,  and  making  the  whole  people 
familiar  with  our  public  affairs,  would  justify  their  publi¬ 
cation  in  every  newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  the  same 
as  the  law  requires  in  the  case  of  election  notices.  Gene¬ 
ral  or  universal  publicity  cannot  be  achieved  in  any  other 
way. 

But  let  any  two  well  established  newspapers  be  desig¬ 
nated  and  known  as  “  Corporation  papers, without  any 
reference  to  the  circulation  they  may  enjoy  at  the  time  of 
their  selection,  and  let  the  public  fully  understand  that  in 
those  two  papers  and  no  others, will  appear,  officially,  all 
the  advertisements  and  special  notices  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment,  in  every  department,  beside  the  full  proceedings  of 
both  Boards  of  the  Common  Council,  certified  by  the 
Clerks,  and  it  may  be  relied  upon,  that  those  two  papers 
will  speedily  acquire  a  circulation  extensive  enough  to 
embrace  every  citizen  who  feels  interested  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  city. 

The  mass  of  the  circulation  of  those  daily  journals  which 
claim  to  publish  the  largest  editions  is  not  obtained  among 
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those  citizens  who  pay  direct  taxes  into  the  city  treasuiy, 
or  who  take  any  especial  interest  in  the  operations  of  the 
city  government,  or  who  give  the  least  attention  to  the 
advertisements  of  the  Corporation,  or  the  official  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Common  Council.  There  are  unquestionably 
tens  of  thousands  of  newspaper  readers  in  this  city,  every 
day,  who  feel  no  interest  whatever  in  matters  exclusively 
connected  with  the  city  government,  and  who  care  nothing 
about  what  transpires  in  the  City  Hall.  Tens  of  thousands 
of  transient  visitors  to  the  city,  daily  buy  newspapers  of 
the  venders,  at  the  several  railroad  depots,  the  steamboat 
landings,  in  the  streets,  and  at  the  hotels;  and  the  papers 
thus  disposed  of  to  non-residents  are  all  counted  and  set 
down  as  “  city  circulation,”  in  the  statements  made  by  the 
journals  which  bid  for  the  Corporation  advertising,  under 
the  resolutions  which  directed  the  contract  to  be  awarded 
to  those  five  newspapers  offering  to  *take  it  at  the  lowest 
price  per.line,  for  each  thousand  copies  circulated  in  the  city. 
Then  there  are  other  tens  of  thousands  of  these  papers  of 
large  circulation  taken  by  clerks,  students,  servants,  seam¬ 
stresses,  working  girls,  journeymen  mechanics,  laborers, 
canal  boatmen,  seamen  and  other  classes,  most  of  whom 
are  totally  indifferent  to  £he  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  the  advertisements  relating  to  public  works,  the 
sale  of  city  property,  the  leasing  of  the  city  franchises,  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  the  sales  of  property 
for  assessments  and  arrears  of  taxes,  and  various  other 
matters  pertaining  exclusively  to  the  operations  of  our 
municipal  government,  which  are  required  to  be  adver¬ 
tised  in  two  or  more  public  newspapers. 

It  is  true  that  those  subjects  interest  a  large  number  of 
our  citizens;  and  the  provision  which  requires  these  va- 
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rious  publications  to  be  made,  so  that  all  who  desire  it  can 
render  themselves  familiar  with  the  public  affairs  of  the 
city,  is  a  very  proper  one;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  all 
who  buy  and  read  newspapers  are  not  so  interested. 

Your  Committee  present  the  above  view  of  the  “city 
circulation”  of  the  class  of  newspaper  which  issue  immense 
editions,  to  demonstrate  the  position  they  have  assumed, 
that  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  those  papers  are 
the  most  appropriate  vehicles  for  the  promulgation  of  the 
advertisements  and  official  notices  of  the  Corporation,  or 
the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council.  It  is  even  pos¬ 
sible  that  a  paper  might  print  and  circulate  in  this  city 
fifty  thousand  copies  daily,  and  yet  not  find  its  way  into 
the  shops,  stores,  houses  or  hands  of  a  thousand  individuals 
who  feel  any  especial  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  city 
government;  while  on  the  other  hand,  a  paper  of  less  than 
ten  thousand  circulation  might  reach  and  be  read  by  nearly 
every  business  man,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  almost  every 
one  having  a  special  and  direct  interest  in  the  govermental 
operations  of  the  Corporation.  And  more  especially  might 
this  be  the  case,  if  the  paper  of  small  circulation  had  been 
designated  by  the  Common  Council  as  the  only  official 
medium  for  the  publication  of  advertisements  relating  to 
public  affairs. 

The  Comptroller  states,  that  during  the  year  previous 
to  the  date  of  his  communication,  there  was  paid  from  the 
city  treasury,  for  advertising  in  other  papers  than  those 
denominated  “  Corporation  papers,”  the  sum  of  four  thou¬ 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  eighty-three 
cents.  This  was  probably  for  legal  notices  connected  with 
the  elections,  the  courts,  and  other  matters,  not  strictly 
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Corporation  advertising;  the  advertisements  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  that  commission 
deemed  expedient  to  give  more  extensive  publicity  than 
could  be  obtained  through  the  papers  having  a  contract 
with  the  city.  This  extra  advertising  will  always  be  re¬ 
quired,  whatever  contracts  may  be  made  for  the  regular 
publications  demanded  by  the  charter.  This  expense  would 
not  be  avoided,  even  if  the  Common  Council  should  award 
the  contract  for  advertising  to  the  five  journals  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Comptroller. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  if  the  awards  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  are  confirmed,  and  the  Daily  Times,  Evening  Post, 
Sun,  Staats  Zietung  and  New  Yorker  Demokrat,  are  con¬ 
stituted  “  Corporation  papers,”  as  the  Comptroller  desires, 
the  city  treasury  will  surely  be  compelled  to  pay  about 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  same  service 
that  is  now  performed  for  five  thousand;  and  this  addi¬ 
tional  expenditure  will  be  incurred  merely  by  substituting 
the  Daily  Times  and  the  Sun  in  the  place  of  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Advertiser  and  the  Express,  two  papers  which  have 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Corporation  for  a  great  number 
of  years.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  such  a  change 
would  be  worth  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
it  would  cost  the  city  to  make  it.  But  the  cost  of  such  a 
change  would  not  be  likely  to  end  here.  The  Comptrol¬ 
ler  very  justly  apprehends,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Councilmen  very  plainly  foresee,  what  is  appa¬ 
rent  to  your  Committee,  that  if  the  contracts  should  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  awards  of  the  Comptroller, 
the  number  of  lines  published  might  be  so  vastly  augment¬ 
ed  as  to  increase  the  cost  of  the  city  advertising  to  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year !  There  would 
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then  -be  no'  inducement  to  condense  matters  intended  for 
publication,  on  the  part  of  the  newspapers,  while  the  spe¬ 
cifications  for  every  contract  would  be  published  in  full, 
and  the  proceedings  of  both  Boards  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  instead  of  being  compressed,  as  they  now  are,  into  the 
fewest  possible  words,  might  be  elongated  so  as  to  include 
all  the  reports  of  Committees,  and  various  matters  now 
omitted  in  the  minutes  made  up  by  the  Clerks  for  the  Cor¬ 
poration  papers.  In  such  case,  the  city  treasury  would 
have  a  lucky  escape,  if  the  amount  of  lines  published  did 
not  ten  times  exceed  the  number  counted  up  by  the  Comp¬ 
troller  last  year,  upon  the  basis  of  which  the  advertising 
is  to  cost  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  if  we  confirm  the 
awards  recommended  by  the  head  of  the  Finance  Depart¬ 
ment.  If  these  contracts  should  be  confirmed,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  satisfied  that  the  city  would  be  involved  in  an 
expenditure  for  advertising  entirely  unwarrantable. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  concurrence 
with  the  Board  of  Councilmen  in  refusing  to  confirm  the 
awards  made  by  the  Comptroller;  but  they  at  the  same 
time,  would  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
of  that  Board,  directing  the  Comptroller  to  readvertise 
for  proposals. 

They  would,  however,  recommend  that  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  designate  two  well  established  daily  newspapers,  to  be 
known  and  recognized  as  “  Corporation  papers,”  in  which 
the  Clerks  shall  cause  to  be  published  the  proceedings  of 
their  respective  Boards,  in  accordance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  city  charter,  and  that  the  several  heads  of  ex¬ 
ecutive  departments  be  directed  to  cause  all  advertise¬ 
ments  and  notices,  connected  with  their  several  depart- 
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ments,  required  by  law  or  ordinance  to  be  published  in 
the  “  Corporation  papers,”  to  be  inserted  in  the  two  news¬ 
papers  so  designated,  at  the  usual  rates  established  by 
those  papers  for  ordinary  business  advertising.  They 
would  recommend  that  each  department  take  charge  of  its 
own  advertising,  keep  a  detailed  account  of  the  same,  and 
certify  to  the  correctness  of  all  bills  before  they  are  paid 
by  the  Comptroller.  They  would  further  recommend  that 
the  Bureau  of  Assessors  in  the  Street  Department,  be  di¬ 
rected  to  ascertain  the  full  cost  of  all  the  advertising  re¬ 
quired  upon  any  improvements  payable  by  assessment, 
each  by  itself,  and  to  include  the  full  amount  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  such  advertising  in  every  assessment  list  made  up 
in  that  office.  The  bills  for  advertising  connected  with 
works,  the  cost  of  which  is  defrayed  by  assessment,  should 
all  be  rendered  to  the  Bureau  of  Assessors,  and  those  offi¬ 
cers  should  certify  to  their  correctness,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  amount  has  been  duly  assessed  upon  the  assess¬ 
ment  lists  to  which  they  relate,  before  they  are  paid  by  the 
Comptroller. 

If  the  advertising  required  by  the  several  executive  de¬ 
partments  should  be  conducted  according  to  the  above  sug¬ 
gestions,  the  treasury  would  be  relieved  from  much  expense 
which  is  improperly  imposed  upon  it  by  the  present  system 
of  lumping  the  whole  advertising  of  the  Corporation  to¬ 
gether,  and  collecting  by  assessment  but  a  fraction  of  the 
actual  cost  incurred  in  giving  the  necessary  publicity  to 
the  movements  connected  with  the  several  improvements, 
for  which  the  assessments  are  laid. 

As  your  Committee  do  not  regard  the  newspaper  adver¬ 
tising  required  by  the  laws  and  ordinances,  as  “  work  to 
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be  done  or  supplies  to  be  furnished/’  within  the  meaning 
of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  charter  of  1853;  and  as  they 
do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  owners  of  property  inter¬ 
ested  in  projected  improvements  should  be  especially  favor¬ 
ed  by  the  proprietors  of  newspapers,  in  having  their  adver¬ 
tising  performed  at  less  than  the  usual  rates  paid  by  other 
individuals,  they  do  not  perceive  the  propriety  or  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  making  contracts  on  their  behalf,  with  a  view  of 
helping  them  to  obtain  the  necessary  service  of  the  news¬ 
papers  at  reduced  prices.  They,  therefore,  recommend 
that  this  class  of  advertising  be  separated  from  that  which 
is  payable  from  the  city  treasury,  and  be  not  included  in 
any  contract  that  may  be  made  between  the  newspapers 
and  the  Corporation. 

Your  Committee  are  also  unable  to  assign  any  reason 
why  the  city  should  not  pay  the  full  value  for  any  service 
that  may  be  required  of  the  newspaper  press,  in  the  way 
of  advertising,  not  connected  with  improvements,  the  cost 
of  which  is  defrayed  by  assessment  upon  the  property  bene¬ 
fited,  and  which  is  comparatively  trifling  in  amount;  and, 
therefore,  they  recommend  that  the  Comptroller  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  pay  for  all  the  advertising  hereafter  required  by  the 
several  departments,  in  the  newspapers  to  be  designated 
as  “  Corporation  papers,”  at  the  rates  said  papers  have  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  ordinary  advertisements  of  the  business 
community. 

Your  Committee,  through  its  Chairman,  have  conferred 
with  the  proprietors  of  the  Herald,  Tribune,  Times,  and 
other  newspapers,  and  they  are  authorized  to  say  to  the 
Common  Council,  that  either  of  those  journals  will  cheer¬ 
fully  publish  the  official  proceedings  of  both  Boards,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  requirements  of  the  charter,  without  any 
charge,  provided  they  are  designated  as  “  Corporation 
papers,”  and  are  paid  their  regular  prices  for  the  adver¬ 
tising  required  by  the  departments,  and  by  the  Common 
Council,  aside  from  their  official  proceedings,  as  a  legisla¬ 
tive  body.  They  regard  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Boards 
as  news,  interesting  to  their  readers,  and  will  publish  them 
in  full,  if  their  journals  should  be  selected  for  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  other  advertising  of  the  Corporation. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  recommend  for  adoption 
the  following  resolutions,  with  full  confidence  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  advertising  contemplated  by  them  is  the  most  cor¬ 
rect,  judicious,  equitable  and  economical  for  the  city  that 
can  be  devised: 

Resolved ,  That  and 

be,  and  they  are  hereby  designated  and  constituted  “  Cor¬ 
poration  papers,”  for  the  publication  of  the  official  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  as  required  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  amended  charter  of  1849,  provided  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  said  newspapers  will  agree  to  ask  no  compen¬ 
sation  for  said  publication;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Mayor,  the  several  heads  of  executive  departments, 
heads  of  bureaus,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Corporation 
to  cause  to  be  inserted  in  said  newspapers,  all  the  adver¬ 
tisements  and  notices  required  by  the  laws  and  ordinances 
to  be  published,  for  which  service  the  proprietors  of  said 
journals  shall  be  paid  at  the  same  rates  per  line  as  they 
charge  individuals  for  the  same  class  of  advertising,  and 
no  more. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller 
to  pay  all  bills  for  advertising,  upon  their  being  properly 
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certified  as  correct,  by  the  head  of  the  department,  or  other 
officer  of  the  Corporation  under  whose  direction  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  or  notice  was  published. 

Resolved ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bureau  of  As¬ 
sessors  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  the  expense  incur¬ 
red  for  advertising  upon  each  and  every  public  work,  the 
cost  of  which  is  payable  by  assessment  upon  the  property 
benefited,  and  to  include  the  same  in  the  assessment  list. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Assessors  to  examine  all 
bills  rendered  for  such  advertising,  and  to  certify  to  their 
correctness  as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  charged 
has  been  duly  assessed  as  a  part  of  the  cost  of  the  several 
improvements  to  which  they  relate. 

ANSON  HERRICK, )  Committee 
SAML.  H.  MOSER,  j  on  Finance. 

Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office,  ? 

New  York,  December  18th,  1854.  \ 

To  the  Common  Council: 

The  Comptroller,  in  compliance  with  the  following  res¬ 
olution,  viz: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  ad¬ 
vertising  for  the  departments,  the  Common  Council,  and 
the  official  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  same,  for  the 
the  term  of  one  year,  in  five  newspapers;  and,  also, 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed: 

1st.  Bidders  to  offer  by  the  line  for  each  time  published. 

2d.  Bidders  shall  set  forth,  under  affidavit,  as  near  as 
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possible,  their  daily  circulation  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
exclusive  of  the  Sunday  and  extra  issues. 

3d.  The  award  to  be  made  to  the  newspapers  offering 
to  perform  the  work  at  the  lowest  rates  per  one  thousand 
papers  so  circulated  in  the  city. 

4th.  The  Comptroller  to  report  the  bid  and  his  award 
to  the  Common  Council,  for  confirmation. 

Respectfully  reports  that  he  issued  notices  for  proposals,, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution;  and  the  original 
bids  with  an  abstract  of  their  contents  are  now  submitted, 
as  required  by  said  resolution. 

A  statement  has  been  procured  which  shows  the  number 
of  squares  printed  for  the  Corporation,  for  each  day,  dur¬ 
ing  the  preceding  eleven  months. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement,  that  the  Corporation 
proceedings  published  in  eleven  months  are  equal  to  2,412 
squares,  and  computing  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  lines  per 
square,  the  total  number  of  lines  is .  33,768 

The  notices  are  equal  to  7,453  squares,  or  104,342  lines. 

Total  lines  in  eleven  months . 138,110 

Add  for  one  month .  12,194 

And  it  shows  the  total  number  of  lines  for  a 

year  equal  to . . 150,304  lines. 

Taking  these  figures  as  the  basis  of  computation,  a  table 
has  been  constructed  which  shows  the  probable  cost  to  the 
city  of  the  propositions  made  in  behalf  of  the  several 
papers. 

The  results  are  as  follows: 
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Exhibit  op  “  Proposals  for  Advertising,”  for  the  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  as  received  December  4=th,  1854. 


Names  of  Papers 

Average 

daily 

issue. 

Estimat¬ 
ed  daily 
city  cir¬ 
culation, 
exclusive 
of  extras. 

Bid  per 
line,  for 
1000  cir¬ 
culation, 
for  each 
insertion. 

j 

Bid  per 
line,  for 
each 

insertion. 

Cost  of  adver¬ 
tising  per 
year,  for  same 
amount  as 
published  in 
1854,  viz., 
150,304  lines . 

Herald . 

Sun . 

53,259 

42,679 

36,449 

10,000 

notgiv’n 

40,004 

34,709 

23,473 

notgiv’n 

7,000 

10,900 

3,000 

notgiv’n 

Of  1  cent. 
l-5th 

Cents. 

8 

7i 

5 

5 

11 

2 

01 

2 

!  $12,024  32 
11,272  80 
:  7,514  20 

7,515  20 
2,630  32 
3,006  08 

1  1,127  28 

3,006  08 

Times . 

Express . 

N.  Y.  Demokrat. .  )  j? 
N.  Y.  Staats  Zeit’g  j  | 

Evening  Post . 

Commercial  Advertiser 

l-4th 

l-4th 

The  first  division  of  the  resolution  says,  “  Bidders  to 
offer  by  the  line,  for  each  line  published.”  This  offer,  per 
line,  it  is  assumed,  was  intended  to  cover  all  the  compen¬ 
sation  demanded  for  all  the  papers  published  on  a  given 
day,  that  is,  the  whole  edition  of  the  paper  in  which  the 
Corporation  advertisements  are  required  to  be  published. 
The  twelfth  section  of  the  charter  of  1853  declares,  that 
“  all  work  and  supplies  for  the  Corporation,  involving  an 
expenditure  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
shall  be  by  contract.  And  all  such  contracts,  when  given, 
shall  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder ,  with  adequate  security .” 

This  is  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  charter,  the  only  con¬ 
dition,  after  the  bids  are  received,  being,  that  the  lowest 
bidder,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  the  contract,  shall  fur¬ 
nish  “  adequate  security.” 

According  to  the  charter  rule,  therefore,  I  select  from 
the  propositions  which  have  been  made,  in  substantial 
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compliance  with  the  notice  from  the  Finance  Department, 
the  following  papers,  showing  the  city  circulation,  the 
charge  for  each  publication,  andjthe  total  at  that  rate  for 
a  year,  viz  : 


The  Evening  Post .... 

N.  Y.  Demokrat . 

N.  Y.  Staats  Zeitung. . 
N.  Y.  Daily  Times .... 
N.  Y.  Sun* . 


3,000 

|  of  1  cent. . 

$1,127 

28 

7,000 

If  cents . 

.  2,630 

32 

10,900 

2  “  - 

3,006 

08 

23,473 

5  .... 

.  7,615 

20 

34,709 

n  “  .... 

.  11,272 

80 

$25,551 

68 

This  is  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  dol¬ 
lars  and  sixty-eight  cents  more  than  the  sum  paid  annually 
for  the  publication  in  several  papers,  of  all  notices,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  Boards,  since  1849.  But,  these 
are  the  “  lowest  bidders,”  for  five  papers,  where  the  forms 
required  by  the  resolution  have  been  complied  with;  and, 
therefore,  I  report  the  above  bids,  as  those  entitled  to  the 
award. 

The  rule  established  by  the  third  subdivision  of  the  res¬ 
olution  for  making  the  award,  would  present  a  different 
result  from  the  rule  established  by  the  charter.  It  is  to 
give  the  advertising  to  those  papers  which  offer  to  do  it, 
at  the  lowest  rate,  for  each  thousand  copies.  Three  of  the 
bids  only  contained  a  price  per  one  thousand,  the  Evening 
Post,  the  Herald,  and  the  New  Yorker  Demokrat.  In  mak¬ 
ing  out  the  following  table,  therefore,  to  show  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  resolution,  the  rate  per 
one  thousand,  in  the  cases  not  before  named,  are  ascer¬ 
tained  by  dividing  the  total  sum  for  each  publication,  by 
the  number  of  papers  returned  as  the  city  circulation. 
The  result  is  as  follows: 
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Mills. 

New  Y.  Staats  Zeitung.. 

1-83 

New  York  Herald . 

2*00 

New  York  Times . 

2*13 

New  York  Sun. .  . . 

2 ’16 

New  York  Demokrat. . . . 

2*50 

Per  line,  per  1,000 

..  $3,006  08 
. .  12,024  32 
7,515  20 
. .  11,272  50 
. .  2,630  32 


Total,  for  five  papers . $36,448  42 


Both  of  the  preceding  computations  are  based  on  the 
publications  of  the  last  year,  -which  may  be  increased  very 
greatly  by  multiplying  the  number  of  lines.  If  the  speci¬ 
fications  of  the  contracting  departments  should  be  pub¬ 
lished,  the  cost  of  advertising  would  be  greatly  increased, 
probably  doubled.  By  the  old  contract,  the  price  to  be 
demanded  for  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  all  Corporation  notices,  is  a  fixed  sum;  first, 
nine  thousand  dollars,  and,  after  the  Herald  refused  to 
publish  for  three  thousand  dollars,  the  fixed  sum  now  paid, 
annually,  is  six  thousand  dollars.  These  contracts  have 
expired,  and  it  is  proper,  under  the  requirements  of  the 
charter,  that  new  contracts  should  be  made. 

But,  are  not  the  provisions  of  the  charter  equally  obli¬ 
gatory,  in  regard  to  the  expired  contracts  for  doing  the 
printing  for  the  Common  Council,  and  for  the  depart¬ 
ments  ? 

A  very  large  sum  is  now  paid  for  printing  for  the  de¬ 
partments,  and  a  still  larger  sum  for  printing  for  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council.  If  the  cost  of  advertising,  and  of  publish¬ 
ing  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Boards  is  to  be  increased 
from  six  or  nine  thousand  dollars  to  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  or  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,  should  not  an  effort 
be  made,  as  required  by  the  positive  injunctions  of  the 
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charter,  to  reduce,  correspondingly,  the  cost  of  printing 
for  the  Common  Council  and  for  the  departments  ?  Or, 
if  the  prices  cannot  be  reduced,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
labor,  &c„  comply  with  the  charter,  by  affording  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  fair  competition,  and  permit  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  business  to  determine,  as  to  the  fairness 
of  the  prices  in  the  contract^  of  1848,  and  which  expired 
in  1850,  and  have  been  elongated,  without  removal,  not 
probably  because  the  prices  were  too  low  to  afford  the 
contractors  a  liberal  remuneration. 

The  following  sums  have  been  paid  for  printing  for  the 
Common  Council,  and  for  the  departments,  for  twelve 
months,  preceding  the  first  day  of  September,  1854,  viz: 
Printing  for  the  Common  Council,  to  McSpedon 

&  Baker .  $42,928  84 

Printing  for  the  departments,  to  Collins,  Bowne 
&  Co . . .  30,302  39 

$73,231  23 

The  sums  paid  on  contracts,  for  publishing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  both  Boards,  and  for  advertising  all  legal  notices, 
required  by  the  several  departments,  has  been,  for  the 
same  twelve  months,  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  Commercial  Advertiser .  $1,000  00 

“  New  York  Evening  Post .  1,000  00 

“  Daily  National  Democrat .  1,000  00 

“  Morning  Express .  1,000  00 

“  New  York  Herald .  2,250  00 

“  New  York  Staats  Zeitung .  1,000  00 

“  New  Yorker  Demokrat .  1,000  00 


$8,250  00 
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The  Herald  was  paid  three  thousand  dollars  per  an¬ 
num,  but  declined  doing  the  work  at  that  rate,  at  the  close 
of  May  last.  Add  the  above  sum  of  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  the  preceding  sum  of  seventy- 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and 
twenty-three  cents,  for  printing  for  the  Corporation  and 
the  departments,  and  it  makes  a  total  of  eighty-one  thou¬ 
sand  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  twenty-three 
cents. 

There  was  also  paid  for  advertising,  in  papers  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  contract,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller . 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  communication  of  the  Comptroller,  beg  leave 
respectfully  to 

REPORT: 

That  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  estimates  submitted, 
and  of  the  tables  prepared  by  the  Comptroller,  they  ascer¬ 
tain,  that  the  cost  of  advertising,  according  to  the  rules 
laid  down  in  the  resolution  previously  adopted  by  this 
Board,  will  greatly  exceed  the  cost  of  advertising  upon 
the  system  heretofore  pursued.  The  apparent  excess  of 
cost  of  the  new  system,  over  the  old  one,  is  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  But  when  we  take  into  consideration 
the  facilities  granted  to  the  officers  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  the  heads  of  departments  and  bureaux,  by  the 
“line”  system,  to  write  out  and  insert  their  proceedings 
and  advertisements  in  extenso,  it  will  easily  be  perceived, 
that  the  cost  would,  in  all  probability,  treble  the  above 
sum. 
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Under  a  contract  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  alone,  the  newspapers,  by  publishing  in  full, 
the  reports  of  Committees,  and  which  they  could  justly 
claim  as  being  proceedings  of  that  Body,  would  more  than 
quadruple  the  above  sum  for  advertising  alone,  which  your 
Committee  are  of  the  opinion  would  not  only  be  an  enor¬ 
mous  but  a  needless  expense. 

Your  Committee,  in  view  of  the  whole  matter,  are  of 
the  opinion,  that  a  contract  made  with  each  newspaper, 
for  a  stipulated  sum,  is  the  only  safe  and  economical  mode, 
being  less  liable  to  abuse  than  any  other  that  could  be  de¬ 
vised,  the  mode  and  manner  of  payment  holding  out  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  abridge,  instead  of  to  increase  the  matter 
published.  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di¬ 
rected  to  advertise  for  proposals,  for  advertising  for  the 
departments,  the  Common  Council,  and  the  official  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  same,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
in  five  daily  newspapers. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed : 

1st.  Bidders  to  offer  the  whole  amount  for  one  year. 

2d.  The  award  to  be  made  to  the  lowest  bidder,  taking 
into  consideration  circulation  in  the  city. 

3d.  The  Comptroller  to  report  the  bids,  and  his  award 
to  the  Common  Council  for  conBrmation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  WANDELL,  f  Committee 
J.  W.  RANNEY,  1  on 
P.  M.  SCHENCK,  (  Finance. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  6,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller, 
with  a  proposition  for  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal, 
&c.,  free  of  expense  to  the  city,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Department, 

New  York,  August  6,  1855. 

To  the  Common  Council: 

In  a  communication  from  this  department,  made  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  19th  of  October,  1854,  the  fact 
was  announced  that  the  Comptroller  had  made  a  final  set¬ 
tlement  with  Win.  B.  Reynolds,  and  that  the  contract  with 
him  for  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  &c.,  had  been 
surrendered  and  canceled  by  him,  in  a  manner  which  left 
him  no  claim  against  the  Corporation,  so  far  as  the  trans¬ 
action  with  the  Finance  Department  was  concerned.  The 
form  of  the  cancelment  of  the  contract  was  approved  by 
the  counsel,  and  is  annexed,  marked  A. 
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Having  thus,  as  he  had  reason  to  suppose,  settled  this 
vexed  question,  and  put  an  end  to  the  contract  and  the  lit¬ 
igation  growing  out  of  it,  the  Comptroller  respectfully  re¬ 
commended  to  the  Common  Council  to  pass  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  City  Inspector  to  advertise  for  sealed  bids 
or  proposals  for  removing  dead  animals,  offal,  &c.  In¬ 
stead  of  adopting  this  recommendation,  which  appeared  to 
the  Comptroller  to  be  required  alike  by  the  charter  and. 
the  interests  of  the  city,  the  Common  Council  adopted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  City  Inspector  to  make  a  tem¬ 
porary  arrangement  with  Mr.  Reynolds  to  continue  the 
business  of  removing  dead  animals,  &c;  and  they  also 
adopted  a  resolution  to  take  the  property  which  Mr.  Rey 
;  holds  had  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  the  settlement  with 
the  Finance  Department. 

The  history  of  the  proceedings  under  these  two  resolu¬ 
tions,  is  given  in  Doc.  16  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen, 
March  7,  1855. 

The  veto  of  the  Mayor  has  defeated  the  purchase  of  the 
property  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  the  payment  of  a  bonus  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  Barren  Island. 

The  arrangement  made  by  the  City  Inspector,  (and 
which  gave  Mr.  Reynolds  an  average  of  about  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  per  month,  for  a  service  which  Wm.  Dykes, 
with  a  lease  of  a  site  on  Barren  Island,  stood  ready  to  per¬ 
form  for  half  the  sum!)  has  been  prolonged,  temporarily, 
for  more  than  six  months,  and  until  the  entire  appropria¬ 
tion  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  has  been  drawn  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  still  leaving  a  balance  due  him  of  several 
thousand  dollars. 
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The  Common  Council  have  been  led  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Reynolds  controlled  the  only  spot  to  which  dead  animals 
could  be  removed.  They  have  been  bamboozled,  and  the 
city  treasury  has  been  defrauded  by  these  artful  represen¬ 
tations. 

Barren  Island,  when  the  tide  is  out,  may  be  estimated  at 
about  six  hundred  acres-  There  are  three  places  adapted 
to  the  landing  of  dead  animals — Reynolds  has  one;  Wm. 
Dykes  the  lease  of  another  for  five  years;  and  the  third  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  original  owners.  A  careful  survey, 
explorations  and  soundings,  have  been  made  of  about  three 
hundred  acres  of  the  island,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  owner 
of  about  sixteen  acres  of  the  island. 

It  is  believed  that  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  for  dead 
animals  might  be  multiplied  to  any  required  extent,  by  the 
application  of  a  very  small  part  of  the  amount  which  has 
been  paid  to  Mr.  Reynolds.  In  addition  to  this,  an  enter¬ 
prising  individual  has  discovered  an  island,  entirely  inde¬ 
pendent  of  Barren  Island,  consisting  of  some  sixty  acres 
at  low  tide,  about  one-fourth  part  of  which  can  be  made, 
available,  a  little  more  remote  from  the  city  than  Barren 
Island,  and  a  little  further  removed  from  the  habitations 
on  the  main  shore. 

The  water  is  deeper  and  the  access  to  it  better  than  to 
Barren  Island, 

This  person  has  placed  in  my  hands  a  formal  proposi¬ 
tion  to  do  every  thing  which  Reynolds  engages  to  do  by 
his  contract,  to  give  security  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  engagement,  without  draw¬ 
ing  a  dollar  from  the  city  treasury. 

This  proposition  is  annexed,  marked  B, 
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Mr.  Cornell  has  exhibited  a  conveyance  of  the  island 
to  himself,  which  relieves  the  city  from  the  question  which 
had  embarrassed  the  purchase  of  Mr.  R.’s  right  to  Barren 
Island. 

Within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  the  sum  of  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  paid  to 
Mr.  Reynolds,  under  his  contract  for  removing  dead  ani¬ 
mals,  &c. 

At  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  other  persons 
offered  to  remove  the  animals,  &c.,  free  of  expense  to  the 
city.  The  ability  or  sincerity  of  these  persons  was  ques¬ 
tioned  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Health.  The  Common 
Council  now  have  an  opportunity  to  test  this  question, 
and  if  successfully  tested,  they  will  save  to  the  city  about 
sixty-live  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

If  it  is  considered  that  Mr.  Cornell’s  proposition  to  re¬ 
move  from  the  city  the  daily  accumulating  nuisances  refer¬ 
red  to,  without  any  charge  to  the  city  treasury,  conflicts 
with  that  section  of  the  charter  which  declares  all  work  to 
be  done  for  the  Corporation,  involving  an  expenditure  of 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  pended 
on  sealed  bids,  then  notice  for  bids  might  be  given,  and 
the  contract  made  in  that  form. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 
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Document  referred  to  above ,  marked  A. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  for,  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  forty-three  cents,  to  him  in 
hand  paid,  William  B.  Reynolds,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
does  hereby  release,  and  fully  discharge  the  Mayor,  Aider- 
men  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  their 
successors,  of,  and  from  a  certain  contract,  made  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  between  said  Reynolds  of  the  one 
part,  and  the^said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  by 
A.  W.  White,  City  Inspector,  of  the  other  part;  and  of; 
and  from,  all  covenants,  agreements  and  conditions  therein 
mentioned,  and  of,  and  from  all  claims  and  demands  arising 
from  said  contract,  or  the  performance  or  violation  of  the 
same;  and  of,  and  from,  all  suits,  controversies  and  actions 
growing  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Reynolds  has  hereto  set  his 
seal,  this  16th  day  of  October,  1854. 

“  W.  B.  REYNOLDS,”  [l.  s.j 

Sealed  and  delivered '( 

in  the  presence  of  f 

J.  W.  Edmonds. 

Approved,  R.  J.  Dillon,  C.  C. 
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Document  referred  to  above ,  marked  B. 

Proposition  for  removing  the  Dead  Animals  and  Offal  from 
the  city  of  New  York. 

I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  remove 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  all  the  dead  animals  and  offal, 
bones  and  blood,  or  perform  all  the  requirements  in  the 
late  contract  between  the  city  and  William  B.  Reynolds, 
for  said  purpose,  free  of  charge  or  expense  to  the  city,  on 
condition  that  I  am  protected,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  doing  the  same,  and  have  suitable  wharves  at 
the  East  and  North  rivers,  furnished  and  provided  there¬ 
for,  free  of  charge,  during  the  space  and  full  term  of  five 
or  ten  years. 

I  hereby  agree  to  remove  said  dead  animals,  offal,  bones 
and  blood,  to  an  island  on  the  sea  shore,  not  less  than  six¬ 
teen  miles  distance  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

For  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  which,  I  will 
furnish  undoubted  personal  security  to  the  city  for  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


New  York,  July  25th,  1855. 


L.  R.  CORNELL. 


DOCUMENT  No.  28. 


BOARD  OE  ALDER MEW, 

AUGUST  7,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  manner  in  which  Eighty-third  street 
has  been  graded,  &c.,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  double  the  usual  number  of  copies  directed  to  be 
printed,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers. 

JOHN  H.  CHAMBERS, 

Deputy  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen 

of  the  city  of  New  York: 

The  undersigned,  who  were  appointed,  by  a  resolution 
of  this  Board,  a  Special  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 
vestigating  certain  charges  of  fraud  in  the  matter  of  the 
contract  of  James  B.  Brady,  for  setting  curb  and  gutter 
stones  and  flagging  side-walks  in  Eighty-third  street,  from 
the  Third  avenue  to  Avenue  A,  which  were  preferred  by 
the  owners  of  property  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  assess¬ 
ment  for  that  improvement,  do  respectfully 
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REPORT: 

That  they  have  summmoned  before  them,  and  have  ex¬ 
amined  as  witnesses,  Mr.  John  Pettigrew,  who  was  the 
contractor  for  regulating  and  grading  that  portion  of  the 
street  above  designated;  Thos.  O’Meara,  who  was  the  sub¬ 
contractor,  and  Mr.  Richard  Ammerman,  the  surveyor  upon 
that  contract;  Mr.  P.  H.  Dreyer,  the  surveyor  upon  the 
contract  in  question;  his  assistant;  and  Hiram  Engle,  the 
inspector;  the  Street  Commissioner  and  his  deputy;  the 
Comptroller,  and  a  number  of  persons  believed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  amount  of  work  done  under  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  with  what  would  be  a  reasonable  price  for  the 
rock  excavation. 

That  from  the  evidence  adduced  before  them,  and  from 
the  books  and  files  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  office,  it 
appears  that  on  the  fifth  of  June,  1851,  a  contract  was 
entered  into  between  the  Corporation  and  Mr.  John  Pet¬ 
tigrew  for  the  regulating  and  grading  of  Eighty-third 
street,  from  Avenue  A  to  the  Third  avenue;  that  this 
contract  was  in  the  usual  form  of  such  contracts,  and  con¬ 
tained  a  provision  whereby  the  city  agreed  to  pay  the 
contractor  sixty  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  the  excavation 
of  all  rock  necessary  to  be  excavated  in  the  performance 
of  the  contract,  and  required  the  contractor  to  excavate 
the  rock  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  below  the  line  of  the 
curb  stone  grade,  and  to  fill  up  that  depth  with  earth. 

That  Mr.  Pettigrew  sub-contracted  the  work  to  one 
Thomas  O’Meara,  by  whom  the  rock  was  excavated,  for 
Pettigrew,  at  the  price  of  fifty  cents  per  cubic  yard,  besides 
the  stone  blasted  out;  that  the  surveyor’s  return  of  the 
work  under  Pettigrew’s  contract  contained  two  thousand 
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seven  hundred  and  twenty- three  cubic  yards  of  rock  exca¬ 
vation,  at  sixty  cents  per  yard,  amounting  to  one  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  eighty  cents, 
which,  with  the  costs  of  the  remainder  of  the  work,  and 
the  surveyor’s  and  other  charges,  amounting  in  all  to 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-two  cents,  was  assessed  upon  the  property  lying 
between  the  half  distance  lines  to  the  next  adjoining 
streets,  north  and  south,  from  the  Third  avenue  to  Avenue 
A:  that  from  the  testimony,  the  undersigned  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  work,  under  Mr.  Pettigrew’s  contract, 
although  not  performed  according  to  the  strict  letter  of 
thereof,  was  generally  done  in  a  proper  manner,  and  with 
much  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  surveyor,  Mr. 
Ammerman. 

The  undersigned  do, further  report  that  an  ordinance 
having  been  passed  by  the  Common  Council,  about  the 
seventh  day  of  June,  1854,  directing  the  setting  of  curb 
and  gutter  stones,  and  flagging  a  space  four  feet  in  width 
of  the  side-walk  in  that  part  of  Eighty- third  street  above 
referred  to,  notices  were  issued  by  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner,  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  inviting  proposals 
from  contractors  for  the  performance  of  the  work. 

That  Peter  H.  Dreyer,  one  of  the  city  surveyors,  having 
been  named  by  the  Street  Commissioner  as  the  surveyor 
for  the  work  in  question,  made  the  preliminary  survey  of 
the  street,  and  drew  up  the  specification  attached  to  the 
notice  above-mentioned ;  and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Dreyer, 
in  the  course  of  his  preliminary  survey  and  examination 
of  the  street,  discovered  some  rock  which  he  considered 
it  would  be  necessary  to  remove  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
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the  work  under  the  contract  authorized  by  the  ordinance, 
and  that  he  stated  that  fact  to  the  Street  Commissioner. 
But  in  Mr.  Dreyer’s  return  of  the  amount  of  work  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  done,  he  did  not  state  any  estimate  of  the 
quantity  of  rock  necessary  to  be  excavated,  but  specified 
only  the  number  of  lineal  feet  of  curb  and  gutter  stones 
required  to  be  furnished  and  set,  and  the  number  of  square 
feet  of  flagging  required  to  be  furnished  and  laid. 

The  specification  corresponded  with  these  estimates,  and 
stated  that  the  bids  would  be  tested  thereby,  and  the  only 
mention  of  rock  made  in  the  specification  was  a  requisition 
that  estimators  should  state  “  the  price  per  cubic  yard  for 
removing  rock,  if  any  should  be  found.” 

The  amount  of  security  required  for  the  performance  of 
the  contract,  was  fixed  at  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 


On  the  7th  of  August,  1854,  the  day  specified  in  the 
notice,  the  bids  were  opened,  and  were  as  follows: 


bDv 
a  -jg 

"§  § 
> 

1  Filling  earth,  per  I 

|  cubic  yard. 

Excavating  and  re¬ 
moving  rock,  per 
cubic  yard. 

blagging,  per 
square  foot. 

15,600  feet. 

Curb  anu  gutter  per 
running  foot. 

3,S40  feet. 

Circular  corners. 

Amount. 

#25  00 
5  00 

cents. 

11 

12 

114 

15 

cents 

45 

50 

47 

50 

#20  00 

#3,444  00 
3,791  00 
3,3  9  80 
4,250  00 

B  McCabe . 

50c. 

iOo. 

J  Slattery . . 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  excluding  any  allo  w¬ 
ance  for  rock  excavation,  the  bid  of  Mr.  Brady  appears  to 
be  the  lowest,  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  him,  by  the 
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Street  Commissioner,  at  the  prices  above  specified.  Mr. 
Brady,  accordingly,  entered  into  the  contract,  and  went 
on  with  the  work,  under  the  direction  and  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  surveyor  and  the  inspector  appointed  by  the 
Street  Commissioner. 

It  appears,  in  the  course  of  the  work,  that  rock  was  dis¬ 
covered,  which  interfered  with  the  setting  of  the  curb  and 
gutter,  chiefly  between  the  Second  and  Third  avenues,  a 
trifling  amount  only  being  east  of  the  Second  avenue. 
There  was  also  some  rock  near  the  Third  avenue,  which  it 
became  necessary  to  take  out  before  laying  the  flagging. 
This  arose  chiefly  from  a  change  of  the  grade  of  the 
street  by  the  surveyor,  which,  at  the  Third  avenue,  was 
nearly  thirteen  inches  lower  than  that  previously  estab¬ 
lished. 

That  after  the  contractor  had  completed  the  job,  the 
surveyor  made  up,  and  returned  the  amount  of  the  work 
claimed  to  have  been  done,  whereby  it  appears,  that  nine 
hundred  and  forty-three  cubic  yards  of  rock  had  been  ex¬ 
cavated,  which,  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  yard,  amounts 
to  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars.  The  total  cost  of  the  work  amounting,  by  the  re¬ 
turn,  to  twenty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

From  the  foregoing  facts,  it  appears  that  the  contract 
price  for  doing  the  work,  (assuming  the  amount  of  rock 
excavation  to  be  correct,  and  allowing  a  reasonable  price 
therefor,)  exceeds  what  would  be  a  reasonable  charge  for 
doing  the  whole  job,  over  twenty-three  thousand  dollars. 

Could  this  proceeding  be  sustained,  as  against  the  prop- 
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erty  holders,  this  extra  sum,  together  with  the  actual 
cost  of  the  work,  would  be  levied  upon  and  paid  by  the 
property  immediately  benefited  thereby,  to  the  extent  of 
one-half  of  its  last  assessed  value.  According  to  the  last 
valuation,  the  assessment  would  range  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  lot,  leaving 
a  balance  of  some  nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  from 
the  city  treasury.  If  this  contract  can  be  sustained,  the 
contractor,  from  a  job  involving  an  expenditure  to  the 
property  owners  and  the  city  of  twenty-seven  thousand 
dollars,  makes  a  clear  profit  of  twenty-three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied,  that  a  contract,  so  extra¬ 
ordinarily  unequal  in  its  provisions,  could  not  have  been 
entered  into  and  executed  without  the  grossest  negligence 
and  most  unpardonable  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
agents  of  the  city.  This  appears  from  the  facts  in  the 
case. 

1st.  The  surveyor,  a  person  of  thirty  years’  experience 
in  the  business,  makes  the  preliminary  surveys,  and,  from 
an  examination  of  the  street,  it  appeared  that  some  rock 
would  be  required  to  be  excavated. 

Yet  he  makes  no  estimate  whatever  of  the  number  of 
yards,  but  left  the  whole  matter  as  to  rock  entirely  open 
to  conjecture. 

Again  the  surveyor,  without  any  authority  whatever, 
changed  the  grade  of  the  street,  lowering  it  nearly  thir¬ 
teen  inches  at  the  Third  avenue,  thereby  largely  increas¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  rock  to  be  excavated,  and  producing  a 
serious  injury  to  the  street,  at  its  junction  within  the  ave¬ 
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And  finally,  your  Committee  are  satisfied  from  the  tes¬ 
timony,  and  from  a  personal  examination  of  the  street, 
that  the  surveyor  has  made  an  erroneous  return  of  the 
amount  of  rock  excavated.  The  surveyor  returns  nine 
hundred  and  forty-three  cubic  yards,  whereas  the  testi¬ 
mony  tends  to  show,  that  not  over  one  hundred  yards  were 
actually  removed. 

The  account  of  this  return,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  made,  as  testified  to  by  the  surveyor,  was  very  un¬ 
satisfactory.  The  original  minutes  of  the  survey  and  mea¬ 
surement,  constituting  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  were 
not  produced,  although  requested  by  the  Committee. 

In  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  the  conclusion  is  in¬ 
evitable.  that  this  surveyor,  although  of  thirty  years’  stand¬ 
ing,  has  performed  his  duties,  (if  not  in  a  fraudulent,)  cer¬ 
tainly  in  a  reckless  and  most  unskillful  manner. 

^he  office  of  City  Surveyor  is  one  of  great  responsi¬ 
bility  and  importance.  To  them  is  confided  the  actual 
care  and  execution  of  the  city’s  public  works. *  They  fur¬ 
nish  the  data  upon  which  millions  of  dollars  of  work  is 
executed,  and  the  returns  upon  which  the  same  amount  of 
money  is  paid.  The  highest  order  of  qualifications  should, 
therefore,  be  required  in  their  appointment  and  continu¬ 
ance  in  office,  and,  above  all,  sobriety  and  integrity  of 
character  should  be  required  as  an  indispensable  requisite. 
From  the  foregoing  facts,  it  is  submitted,  that  the  city’s 
interests  are  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor,  who 
acted  as  such,  over  the  work  in  question. 

2d.  But  the  surveyor  is  not  the  only  person  to  be  cen¬ 
sured. 
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The  Street  Commissioner,  in  his  directions  to  estima¬ 
tors,  required  them  to  specify  “  the  price  per  cubic  yard  for 
removing  rock,  if  any  should  be  found"  and,  in  the  same 
directions,  declared  that  the  estimates  would  be  tested  by 
the  bids  for  the  curb  and  gutter  stone,  and  flagging;  a 
price  for  rock  is  required  to  be  inserted  in  the  estimate, 
yet  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  determining  who  is,  or  is  not 
the  lowest  bidder,  or  who  is,  or  is  not,  to  have  the  contract. 

Had  there  been  ten  thousand  yards  of  rock,  and  the 
price  in  the  estimate  one  hundred  dollars  per  yard,  it 
would  have  made  no  difference.  By  the  test  which  con¬ 
trolled  the  bids,  Brady  was  the  lowest;  but,  by  the  terms 
of  his  estimate,  he  was  over  twenty-three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  the  highest,  as  the  result  proves. 

And  again,  from  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  other  wit¬ 
nesses,  it  appears  that  there  was  sufficient  rock  upon  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  in  plain  sight,  of  which  the  Com¬ 
missioner  was  fully  aware,  to  have  warranted  him  in 
naming  Brady  the  highest,  instead  of  the  lowest  bidder. 
For  it  required  but  six  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavation,  at 
twenty-five  dollars  per  yard,  added  to  Brady’s  bid.  to  have 
made  that  of  Mr.  Hodgins  the  lowest. 

Had  the  Street  Commissioner  required  the  surveyor,  in 
the  preliminary  survey,  to  return  to  him  the  amount  of 
rock  to  be  excavated,  which  could  easily  have  been  done 
to  an  approximation,  and  made  the  price  of  rock  also  a 
test  of  the  estimates,  and  had  the  contract  been  made  ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  whole  difficulty  would  have  been  avoided. 

The  Street  Commissioner  testified  before  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  that  he  inserted  in  the  contract  the  twenty-five  dollar 


9 


(Doc.  No.  28. 


clause  per  yard,  for  rock,  because  it  was  in  the  bid  of  the 
contractor.  The  right  to  reject  all  bids  was  reserved  to 
the  Commissioner.  When  asked  why  he  did  not  exercise 
this  privilege  in  virtue  of  the  exorbitant  price  for  rock, 
replied,  that  he  did  not  think  he  had  any  authority.  So 
the  whole  matter  was  reduced  simply  to  this:  the  con¬ 
tractor  was  required  to  estimate  for  rock,  but  the  test  to 
determine  the  lowest  bidder  was  the  price  of  flag,  curb 
and  gutter  stones.  Upon  these  Brady  estimates  the 
lowest;  he  was,  therefore,  declared  the  lowest  bidder,  and 
entitled  to  the  contract.  But,  in  making  the  contract,  the 
twenty-five  dollars  per  yard,  for  rock,  was  inserted.  Why  ? 
“  Because  it  was  in  his  estimate.”  Then  why  not  reject  the 
whole  ?  “  No,”  says  the  Commissioner;  “  I  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  do  that;”  and  thus  was  made  a  contract  so  out¬ 
rageous  as  to  shake  the  confidence  of  every  good  citizen, 
in  the  capacity  and  honesty  of  at  least  some  of  our  public 
servants. 

That  the  Commissioner  had  no  authority  to  reject  the 
bids,  as  asserted  by  him  before  your  Committee,  is  absurd, 
and  is  manifestly  a  mere  pretext  to  screen  him  from  a 
manifest  official  delinquency. 

A  more  skillful  and  cunning  device  could  scarcely  be  in¬ 
vented,  by  which  an  estimator,  although  nominally  the 
lowest  bidder,  yet  actually  the  highest,  could  secure  the 
contract. 

It  is  very  evident  that  had  this  matter  received  proper 
attention  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  no  such  difficulty 
would  have  accrued,  and  that  it  only  exists,  (to  infer  noth¬ 
ing  else,)  as  the  result  of  great  carelessness  and  negligence 
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on  the  part  of  that  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties. 

But,  again,  the  surveyor  swears,  that  when  they  com¬ 
menced  work  between  the  Second  and  Third  avenues,  he 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Furey  that  there  was  more  rock  than  he 
expected,  and  that  Mr.  Furey  went  and  looked  at  the  work, 
but  gave  no  directions  about  it. 

If  this  statement  is  correct,  and  any  thing  like  the  amount 
of  rock  excavated  as  returned  by  the  surveys,  it  necessarily 
convicts  the  Commissioner  of  a  gross  violation  of  duty. 
From  his  knowledge  of  the  facts,  his  duty  was  plain.  He 
should  have  stopped  the  work  forthwith,  and  if  unable  rea¬ 
sonably  to  adjust  the  matter  with  the  contractor,  should 
have  applied  to  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  for  advice. 
At  that  period,  the  contract  could  have  been  set  aside  and 
annulled,  as  having  been  entered  into  under  a  mutual  mis¬ 
take  of  facts  and  for  the  want  of  mutuality;  but  being  made 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  and  knowing  the  enormous 
price  for  the  excavation  of  rock  provided  in  the  contract, 
and  still  allowing  the  work  to  proceed,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee  was  wholly  inexcusable. 

But,  again,  it  may  be  asserted,  that  the  Commissioner 
did  not,  on  the  examination  of  the  work,  discover  rock  to 
any  great  extent,  and  therefore,  did  not  disturb  the  con¬ 
tract.  But  certainly,  after  the  work  had  been  completed, 
and  the  return  of  the  amount  of  excavation  made,  and  his 
attention  had  been  directed  by  the  property -holders,  on  the 
line  of  the  street;  to  the  enormous  result,  he  should  have 
declined  to  complete  the  contract  until  it  could  have  been 
modified  or  reformed  amicably  or  judicially,  or  the  owners 
of  the  property  could  have  tested  the  validity  and  correct- 
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ness  of  the  entire  proceeding.  But  disregarding  the  en¬ 
treaties  of  the  citizens,  and  the  true  course  of  duty,  the 
Commissioner,  on  the  22d  January,  1855,  gave  his  certifi¬ 
cate  to  the  contractor,  certifying  the  completion  ©f  the 
work  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  department,  and  that  there 
was  due  the  contractor,  or  his  assigns,  on  account  thereof, 
the  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents.  By  virtue  of  this  cer¬ 
tificate,  the  contractor  obtained  from  the  Department  of 
Finance  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  being  seventy 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum  certified  as  due,  leaving  a  bal¬ 
ance  unpaid,  of  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

Excuses  may  be  invented  to  screen  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioner  up  to  this  period,  but  the  giving  of  this  cer¬ 
tificate,  after  having  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
all  the  facts  in  the  case,  with  the  enormity  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  so  plainly  exhibited  by  the  result,  and  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  urgent  demands  and  entreaties  of  the 
citizens,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  entirely  out 
of  the  pale  of  all  excuse,  and  has  the  appearance,  at  least, 
of  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  parties  in  the  case,  to  defraud 
the  property-owners  on  Eighty-third  street,  or  the  public 
treasury,  out  of  twenty-three  thousand  dollars. 

Again,  it  was  established  before  your  Committee,  that 
the  surveyor  had  altered  the  grade  of  the  street  in  such 
manner  as  to  lower  it  nearly  thirteen  inches  at  its  junction 
with  the  Third  avenue.  This  being  the  fact,  the  giving  of 
the  certificate  approving  of  the  manner  the  contract  was 
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executed,  was  a  palpable  violation  of  duty,  and  will  ulti¬ 
mately  involve  the  city  in  much  expense. 

3.  Although  the  head  of  the  Street  Department  is  to  be  held 
responsible,  in  a  great  measure,  for  the  proper  execution 
of  all  contracts  for  the  grading,  flagging,  &c.,  of  our  streets, 
yet  your  Committee  cannot  entirely  absolve  the  head  of 
the  Department  of  Finance  from  blame,  in  making  payment 
of  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  upon  the  certificate 
above-mentioned.  Jt  was  in  evidence,  before  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  several  citizens,  interested  in  the  matter,  wait¬ 
ed  upon  the  Comptroller,  and  informed  him  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  it  was  the  understanding  that  no  payment 
whatever  should  be  made  upon  the  contract  until  the  whole 
matter  had  been  thoroughly  investigated.  Nevertheless, 
it  appears  that  when  the  warrant  was  presented  to  the 
Comptroller  for  the  payment  of  the  seventy  per  cent,  of 
the  contract,  it  was  signed  and  given  to  the  contractor. 

From  the  testimony  in  reference  to  this  part  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  it  is  quite  evident  that  one  of  two  facts  is  true:  Either 
the  Comptroller  executed  the  warrant,  knowing  that  he 
was  making  a  payment  on  account  of  the  contract  in  ques¬ 
tion,  or  he  did  not.  If  he  did  so  execute  it,  then,  in  the 
judgment  of  your  Committee,  he  disregarded  an  express 
understanding,  and  violated  a  plain  public  duty.  If  he  did 
not  thus  execute  it,  then  it  is  quite  evident  that  he  failed 
to  exercise  that  scrutiny  and  vigilance  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  that  his  responsible  station  requires,  and  what 
the  public  might  expect  from  the  present  incumbent  of  that 
office.  Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  latter  con¬ 
clusion  is  the  true  one;  and  that  the  execution  of  the  war- 
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rant  was  the  result  of  inadvertence,  (probably  superinduced 
by  the  acts  of  others,)  and  that  no  wrong  in  the  premises 
was  intentionally  committed  by  the  head  of  this  depart¬ 
ment. 

In  reference  to  the  awarding  of  this  contract,  there  is  a 
discrepancy  between  the  evidence  of  the  Comptroller  and 
the  Street  Commissioner,  the  testimony  of  each  is,  there¬ 
fore,  subjoined  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  remarkable  degree  of  igno¬ 
rance  on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  city,  in  reference  to 
this  whole  matter,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close. 
The  only  real  vigilance  in  the  case  seems  to  have  been  ex¬ 
ercised  by,  and  on  the  part  of  the  contractor.  There  is  no 
specific  evidence  of  fraud  in  the  case,  so  far  as  the  con¬ 
tractor  is  concerned,  except  that  it  may  be  inferred,  as 
hereinafter  stated.  He  made  his  estimate  and  sent  in  his 
bid,  openly  claiming  the  exorbitant  price  for  rock  as 
above  stated.  The  contract  was  awarded,  and  made  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  this  provision.  The  work  was  done 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Street  Department,  and  the  con¬ 
tractor  has  got  seventy  per  cent,  of  his  money,  and  claims 
that  by  the  strict  letter  of  his  contract  he  is  entitled  to 
the  balance. 

The  making  and  execution  of  this  contract,  and  the 
payment  on  account  of  it  are  alleged  to  have  been  the  re¬ 
sult  of  collusion  between  the  contractor  and  the  Street 
Commissioner.  No  direct  proof  of  this  charge  has  been 
presented  other  than  the  broad  facts  of  the  case  herein¬ 
before  detailed,  and  whether  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  them, 
the  undersigned  leave  to  this  Board  and  an  intelligent  pub¬ 
lic  to  decide. 
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In  view  of  all  tlie  facts  in  the  case,  your  Committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  property-holders  should  not  be 
charged,  and,  in  their  judgment,  they  cannot  be  compelled 
to  pay  any  thing  more  than  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  im¬ 
provement.  The  balance,  if  paid  at  all,  must  come  out 
of  the  city  treasury,  or  fall  upon  the  head  of  the  Street 
Department,  under  whose  authority  and  control  the 
contract  was  made  and  executed.  The  undersigned 
are  of  the  opinion,  that  vast  sums  of  money  would 
annually  be  saved  to  the  city  treasury,  should  every  officer 
and  agent  of  the  city,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  be 
held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  vigilant,  faithful  and 
honest  performance  of  his  duties,  and  in  default  there¬ 
of,  he  and  his  bondsmen  should  be  held  personally  respon¬ 
sible.  The  personal  liability  of  the  agent  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties  is  the  principal’s  chief  security y 
and  the  agents  of  the  Corporation  should  be  made  to  feel 
this  personal  responsibility  with  the  same  force  and  effect 
as  in  contracts  between  individuals.  In  the  case  under 
consideration,  had  a  private  citizen  employed  Mr.  Furey 
as  an  agent,  to  flag,  curb  and  gutter  Eighty-third  street, 
and  he  had  given  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
trust,  and  should  then,  instead  of  completing  the  work  at 
a  reasonable  cost,  involve  his  principal  in  a  contract  by 
which  he  would  be  compelled  'to  pay  twenty-three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  more  than  the  work  was  actually  worth — 
what  court  and  jury  would  absolve  such  an  agent  and  his 
bondsmen  from  the  repayment  of  the  twenty-three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  and  interest  to  the  principal  as  damages  ? 

Your  Committee  have  no  doubt  that  when  the  large 
amount  of  rock  was  first  discovered,  had  an  application 
been  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  annul  the  contract,  it 
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would  have  been  granted;  or  even  after  the  work  had 
been  completed,  upon  a  proper  application  relief  might 
have  been  dbtained;  but  the  contract  having  been  per¬ 
formed,  accepted  and  a  large  payment  made  on  account  of 
it,  they  are  in  great  doubt  whether  the  courts,  within  its 
equitable  powers  could  grant  the  relief. 

By  the  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  the  city,  and  especi¬ 
ally  the  head  of  the  Street  Department,  the  city  has  prob¬ 
ably  lost  any  remedy  which  it  might  otherwise  have  had 
against  the  contractor  for  a  rescission  of  the  contract;  and 
it  must  be  conceded,  on  all  hands,  to  be  unjust  to  attempt 
to  enforce  against  the  property-holders  the  payment  of 
any  more  than  a  fair  and  reasonable  sum  for  the  work. 
The  question  is  then  presented,  must  the  city  lose  the 
excess,  to  wit,  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  that  being 
the  sum  beyond  the  reasonable  amount  for  doing  the 
work  ? 

Your  Committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
loss  should  fall  not  upon  the  city  treasury,  but  upon  the 
one  who,  through  his  negligence,  has  produced  this  re¬ 
sult,  to  wit,  the  head  of  the  Street  Department.  This 
officer,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
gave  bonds  to  the  city  for  the  faithful  performance  there¬ 
of;  that  the  foregoing  facts  show  a  breach  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  that  bond,  your  Committee  think  cannot  well  be 
disputed. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  offer  for  adoption  the 
following  resolutions,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  for  flagging,  setting  curb  and  gutter  stone,  and 
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the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  for  the  excavation  of  rock, 
making,  in  total,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  be  as¬ 
sessed  upon  the  owners  of  the  real  estate  benedted  by  the 
flagging  and  the  setting  of  curb  and  gutter  stones  in  Eighty- 
third  street,  from  Avenue  A  to  the  Third  avenue,  pursu¬ 
ant  to  the  statute  regulating  assessments  in  like  cases. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  report 
to  this  Board  whether,  in  his  judgment,  the  city  by  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  can  obtain  relief  from 
the  liabilities,  or  any  part  thereof,  incurred  by  the  con¬ 
tract  for  the  flagging  and  setting  of  curb  and  gutter  stones 
in  Eighty-third  street,  from  Avenue  A  to  the  Third 
avenue. 


Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  (if  he  be 
of  opinion  that  relief  cannot  be  obtained  against  the  said 
contract  and  the  city  treasury  shielded  from  all  pay¬ 
ments  on  account  thereof,)  commence  an  action  in  the 
name  of  the  city,  against  James  Furey  and  his  sureties,  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  which  the  city  may  have  or  may 
hereafter  be  compelled  to  pay  on  account  of  the  contract 
for  the  flagging  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  stones  in 
Eighty-third  street,  from  Avenue  A  to  the  Third  avenue, 
over  and  above  said  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


ABRAM  WAKEMAN, 
P.  P.  VOORHIS, 
THOS.  CHRISTY. 


Special 

Committee. 
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MEETING  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  FLAGGING.  AC., 
EIGHTY-THIRD  STREET — APRIL  5,  1855. 

Present,  Alderman  Voorhis  and  Alderman  Christy. 

A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller,  sworn. 

Question .  What  do  yon  know  in  regard  to  this  contract  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  was  present  'at  the  opening  of  the 
'  bids;  that  is  about  all  I  know  of  it.  The  awards  are 
made  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  who  does  not  consult 
me  in  regard  to  it;  that  is,  he  considers  that  upon  him 
alone  devolves  the  duty  of  making  the  awards;  I  am  not 
called  in  to  decide  on  the  awards;  I  do  not  always  take]an 
account  of  these  bids;  I  give  my  opinion  on  all  questions 
that  come  up.  My  opinion  is  that  the  intention  of  the 
charter  was  that  the  Comptroller  should  be  associated  with 
the  various  departments  in  the  giving  out  of  awards,  I 
have  frequently  insisted,  that  in  some  of  the  large  paving 
contracts  they  should  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  the 
award  is  made;  I  have  never  broken  the  seals  of  any  bids, 
except  in  my  own  department.  In  this  case  the  award 
was  not  made  at  the  time  of  the  opening;  I  was  not  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  award;  I  don’t  think  my  attention  was  partic¬ 
ularly  called  to  this  item  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  yard, 
for  blasting  rock;  I  have  no  doubt  I  was  present  at  the 
opening  of  these  bids. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Furey  ever  consulted  you 
in  regard  to  giving  this  contract  to  Mr-  Brady,  notwith¬ 
standing  this  twenty-five  dollars  per  yard  for  rock  ? 

A.  I  am  confident  he  never  did;  I  have  no  recollection 
that  the  matter  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  yard  for  rock, 
was  ever  brought  to  my  attention,  in  connection  with  the 
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contract,  until  the  property  holders  brought  it  to  my  notice. 

I  did  not  know  that  such  a  clause  in  the  contract  was  in 
existence. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  payment  on  account  of  this  con¬ 
tract  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  payment  ? 

A.  Some  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  seventy  per  cent,  on 
the  whole  amount. 

Q.  By  what  authority  ? 

A.  On  the  certificate  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and 
a  requisition  for  the  money. 

Q.  Did  the  property  holders  make  complaints  to  you  in 
relation  to  this  contract  before  or  after  you  had  paid  this 
money  ? 

A.  Both  before  and  after. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  generally  supposed 
at  the  award  that  there  was  no  rock  on  this  land  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know;  only  part  of  the  bidders  bid  for  any 
rock  at  all;  I  have  no  recollection  that  I  have  ever  been 
called  in  to  decide,  with  the  Commissioners,  upon  kany 
awards;  sometimes  he  talks  to  me  about  them. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  the  property  holders  in 
calling  on  you. 

A.  Mr.  George  Jones  called  on  me,  in  regard  to  it,  and 
complained  of  it  as  an  outrage,  and  my  understanding  of 
the  matter  was,  that  it  was  understood,  in  the  Street  De¬ 
partment,  that  it  was  to  be  suspended,  and  that  they 
called  jon  me  to  warn  me  as  to  it;  the  request  to  me  was, 
that  I  should  not  make  any  payment,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  contest  it;  I  supposed  this 
was  understood,  and  therefore  I  relied  upon  the  contract 
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being  suspended,  and  was  not  so  particular  in  reference 
to  it.  If  I  had  known,  when  the  warrant  was  presented 
to  me  for  this  work,  that  it  was  the  subject  Mr.  Jones  had 
spoken  to  me  about,  I  would  not  have  signed  it. 

Q,  [By  Mr.  Brady.]  When  the  Commissioner  opens  the 
bids,  does  he  hand  them  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  asking  me  (Brady),  if 
I  meant  twenty-five  dollars  per  yard,  for  rock? 

A.  I  don’t  remember,  but  it  is  very  likely  that  I  did, 
if  my  attention  was  called  to  it. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 


Sworn  before  me, 
this  fifth  day  of  April,  1855. 


Peter  P.  Voorhis, 

Alderman  of  the  Ninth  Ward. 
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James  Furey,  Street  Commissioner,  sworn. 

In  giving  out  contracts,  it  is  my  business  to  make  the 

awards. 

Question.  Will  you  state  how  this  contract  was  given? 

Answer.  After  the  bids  were  opened,  we  carried  out  the 
prices  on  each  item  and  added  up  the  gross  amount,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  in  the  aggregate. 

I  don’t  think  there  was  any  amount  of  rock  specified  by 
the  surveyor. 

Q.  How  came  you  then  to  insert  the  clause  of  $25  per 
yard  for  rock  ? 

A.  That  was  in  the  bid  of  the  contractor. 

Q.  In  awarding  this,  if  there  had  been  five  yards  speci¬ 
fied,  would  Mr.  Brady  have  been  the  lowest  bidder  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know.  It  depends  upon  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  other  bidders. 

I  thought  it  very  dangerous  to  award  a  contract  in  this 
manner.  I  was  opposed  to  this  bid  of  $25  per  yard  for 
rock,  but  I  gave  him  the  contract  in  this  way — I  met  Mr. 
Brady  and  the  Comptroller  in  the  Park,  who,  I  presume, 
were  talking  of  this  matter.  I  was  called  by  the  contrac¬ 
tor  to  them,  and  the  Comptroller  asked  me  if  Mr.  Brady 
was  the  lowest  bidder  and  I  told  him  yes.  He  then  said 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  give  it  to  him.  I  took  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  exorbitant  price.  The  Comptroller  said, 
“  if  Brady  is  the  lowest,  it  is  your  place  to  give  it  to  him.” 
This  was  six  weeks  after  the  bids  were  opened. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  to  reserve  the  power  to  reject  all  bids 
if  you  considered  it  to  the  interest  of  the  city  to  do  so  ? 

A .  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  about  this  contract  ? 

A.  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  there  was  a  very  little 
rock  in  the  street. 

I  think  Mr.  Dreyer  is  a  proper  man  for  this  work.  I 
don’t  know  that  he  is  an  intemperate  man.  I  don’t  know 
whether  that  is  the  general  belief  in  regard  to  him. 

Q.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  inspector  to  report  to  you  the 
amount  of  rock  blasted  ?  • 

A.  He  couldn’t  tell. 

I  think  I  visited  this  street  while  the  work  was  going 
on.  Some  of  the  property  holders  called  on  me,  but  they 
did  not  ask  for  a  re-survey.  I  have  no  other  means  of 
knowing  about  the  rock  than  from  the  surveyor’s  return. 
It  was  after  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Flagg  that  the  con¬ 
tract  was  awarded. 

The  Comptroller  pays  money  on  contracts  in  this 
department,  on  my  certificate  that  the  work  had  been 
performed. 

Q.  What  led  you  to  suppose  that  there  was  very  little 
rock  in  this  street  ? 

A.  The  exorbitant  price  charged  by  Mr.  Brady.  It 
astonished  me.  The  largest  price  I  have  ever  paid  for 
blasting  rock  is  five  dollars.  It  averages  from  eighty 
cents  to  two  dollars. 

Q.  Didn’t  you  reflect  that  you  might  be  injuring  the 
property  holders  in  awarding  this  contract  ? 

A.  That  is  not  my  business.  It  is  the  business  of  the 
engineer.  He  is  a  sworn  officer.  I  have  not  given  Mr. 
Dreyer  any  work  ^ince  this  difficulty. 
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I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  rock  in  that 
street,  except  from  the  certificate  given  to  me. 

Q.  Did  the  property  holders  ask  you  not  to  make  up  the 
assessment  ? 

A.  I  don’t  recollect.  Mr.  Jones  spoke  to  me  about  the 
subject.  I  told  him  that  the  property  holders  ought  not 
to  pay  for  it. 

I  $on’t  recollect  what  reply  Mr.  Brady  made  when  I 
told  him  the  price  was  a  ver;y  high  one. 

Q.  [By  Mr,  Brady] — Is  it  usual,  before  making  a  requisi¬ 
tion  on  the  Comptroller  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the 
original  contract  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  a  copy  of  the  prices  was  fur¬ 
nished. 

Q.  Have  you  accepted  this  street  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  avail  yourself  of  the  privilege  of 
rejecting  this  bid,  when  you  considered  this  price  so  exor¬ 
bitant  ? 

A •  I  don’t  think  I  have  any  authority.  I  have  never 
exercised  the  right.  Where  I  supposed  a  bid  was  not 
made  in  good  faith,  I  might  use  the  privilege.  I  admit 
that  there  is  a  clause  in  the  advertisement  for  proposals, 
that  I  reserved  the  right  of  rejecting  all  the  bids,  if  I 
deemed  it  best  for  the  city,  but  it  has  been  the  custom  of 
the  office  not  to  use  this  authority. 

I  don’t  think  there  are  any  means  of  resurveying  this 
work,  and  learning  whether  the  other  survey  is  wrong. 

The  Comptroller  was  present  when  the  bids  were  open- 
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ed.  The  contractors  generally  know  who  is  the  lowest 
bidder  within  a  few  minutes  after  the  bids  are  opened. 

JAMES  FUREY. 


Sworn  before  me, 
this  5th  April,  1855. 

Peter  P.  Yoorhis, 

Alderman  9  th  Ward, 
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BOARD  OF  ALDER MEJ\I, 

AUGUST  10,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  Depart¬ 
ment,  on  the  message  from  the  Mayor,  relative  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Board,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  number 
of  policemen  appointed  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1855, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  the  Law  Department,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated  July 
2d,  1855,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  law  appointing  the  Board  of  Police  Commis¬ 
sioners,  and,  also,  as  to  the  power  of  this  Board  to  call 
upon  the  head  of  the  Police  Department  for  information, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  message  referred  to,  is  an  answer  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  this  Board  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1855,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Resolved ,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  here¬ 
by  requested  to  furnish  for  the  information  of  this  Board 
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at  its  next  meeting,  to-morrow  afternoon,  the  13th  instant, 
a  list  of  all  appointments  made  in  the  Police  Department 
since  the  first  day  of  January  last,  designating  them  by 
wards;  together  with  the  names  of  all  policemen  whose 
terms  of  office  have  expired,  and  were  not  re-appointed,  and 
also  the  names  of  all  policemen  removed. 

The  instructions  of  the  Board  devolve  upon  your  Com¬ 
mittee  the  investigation  of  two  important  questions,  to 
wit: 

1st.  Whether  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  law,  has  autho¬ 
rity  to  call  upon  the  head  of  the  Police  Department  for  in¬ 
formation  in  relation  thereto. 

2d.  Whether  the  law,  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  is  constitutional. 

The  latter  question  is  one  of  such  paramount  importance, 
that  your  Committee  desire  further  time  for  its  investiga¬ 
tion,  and  now  submit  the  following  as  their  report  upon 
the  first  proposition,  to  wit: — Has  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
power  to  call  upon  the  heads  of  the  Police  Department  for 
information  thereon? 

The  resolution,  it  will  be  observed,  requested  the  Mayor 
to  furnish  for  the  information  of  the  Board: 

1.  A  list  of  the  police  appointments  since  first  January 
last,  designating  them  by  wards. 

2.  The  names  of  policemen,  whose  terms  of  office  had 
expired  since  that  date,  and  not  re-appointed. 

3.  The  names  of  all  policemen  removed  during  the  same 
period. 

This  resolution  was  properly  addressed  to  the  Mayor,  as 
the  head  of  the  Police  Department.  Section  10,  of  the 
Charter  of  1819,  is  as  follows: — “There  shall  continue  to 
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be  an  Executive  Department,  which  shall  be  known  as  the 
Police  Department,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  the 
head  thereof.” 

The  Mayor  admits  that  the  information  is  in  his  hands, 
but  respectfully  declines  to  furnish  it,  “inasmuch  as  it 
would  appear  to  recognize  the  right  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  ask  it.”  He  further  says:  “The  right  to  call  upon 
the  several  executive  departments  for  information,  is  given 
by  the  charter,  to  the  Mayor  and  the  Common  Council, 
but  no  authority  is  given  to  either  Board  in  its  separate 
capacity,  or  both  Boards  jointly,  to  call  on  the  Mayor  for 
information  respecting  the  department  of  which,  by  state 
law,  he  is  made  the  sole  and  exclusive  head.” 

It  should  be  observed,  that  the  information  is  asked  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  not  by  the  Common  Council. 
But  the  Mayor  lays  down  the  broad  proposition,  viz: — That 
neither  Board,  in  its  separate  capacity,  has  authority  to  call 
upon  the  heads  of  the  departments  for  information;  but 
that  this  authority  is  possessed  only  by  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  jointly.  This  proposition,  if  true,  applies 
not  only  to  the  Police  Department,  but  also  to  all  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  departments  of  the  city  government,  and  before 
any  information  whatever  can  be  obtained  from  either  of 
them,  except  as  a  condescending  favor,  a  resolution  must 
be  formally  passed  by  each  Board  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor. 

That  this  doctrine,  so  novel  and  manifestly  detrimental 
in  its  consequences,  receives  no  support  from  the  charter, 
in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  is  quite  evident.  Sec¬ 
tion  twenty-one,  of  the  amended  charter  of  1849,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:— The  several  executive  departments  and  the  officers 
and  clerks  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  legislation,  regu- 
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lation  and  direction  of  the  Common  Council,  so  far  as  the 
same  shall  not  he  inconsistent  with  this  act;  and  the  duties 
thereof  shall  be  performed  in  accordance  with  the  charter 
and  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  city.  The  Mayor  and  each 
Board  of  the  Common  Council,  may,  at  any  time,  require  the 
opinion,  in  writing ,  of  the  head  of  any  department  upon  any 
subject  relating  to  his  department,  or  any  information  possess¬ 
ed  by  him  in  relation  thereto.  And,  the  head  of  every  de¬ 
partment  shall  report,  in  writing,  to  the  Common  Council 
at  the  commencement  of  each  stated  session,  the  state  of 
his  department,  with  such  suggestions,  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  thereof,  and  to  the  public  business  connected 
therewith  as  he  may  deem  advisable.” 

This  section  specifically  declares  that  the  Mayor  and  each 
Board  of  the  Common  Council  may,  at  any  time ,  require  of 
the  head  of  any  department  any  information  possessed  by  him 
in  relation  thereto.  By  section  ten,  above  quoted,  the 
Mayor  is  declared  to  be  the  head  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment. 

This  reference  to  the  statutes,  renders  it  evident  that  the 
Mayor  has  inadvertently  misconstrued  the  law,  or  has  had 
placed  in  his  hands,  designedly,  or  otherwise,  an  incorrect 
copy  of  the  charter.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  fact 
that  his  Honor,  in  citing  the  statute,  leaves  out  several 
most  important  words  which  are  found  in  the  correct  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  charter. 

The  expression  that  “  the  Mayor  and  each  Board  of  the 
Common  Council,”  shall  possess  this  power,  is  so  plain  and 
unambiguous,  that  no  analysis  of  it  can  be  required — in¬ 
deed,  our  language  affords  no  terms  that  more  explicitly 
convey  the  idea  of  an  individual  power  than  those  above 
used  The  exercise  of  this  power  by  each  ^ Board  of  the 
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Common  Council,  and  also  by  the  Mayor,  has  been  the 
constant  practice  since  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  1849. 

This  construction  has  been  adopted,  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Mayor  himself,  from  his  introduction  into  office.  In 
the  early  part  of  January  last  he  addressed  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  requesting  them 
to  furnish  him  with  copies  of  specifications  and  abstracts 
of  certain  contracts  being  performed,  or  that  had  not  been 
commenced,  &c. 

The  Governors  sent  the  communication  to  the  Counsel 
to  the  Corporation,  with  a  request  that  he  would  advise 
them  whether  their  department  was  legally  bound  to  fur¬ 
nish  to  the  Mayor  the  information  requested.  On  the  9th 
of  January,  1855,  the  Counsel  delivered  to  the  Governors 
his  opinion  in  writing.  The  part  of  it  which  refers  to  the 
question  in  hand  reads  as  follows: 

“  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  creating  the  Board  of 
Governors,  the  charter  of  the  city  was  amended  by  an 
act  passed  the  second  of  April  in  the  same  year.  By  the 
seventeenth  section  of  that  act  they  were  made  a  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  city  government.  It  provided  as  follows: 

“  Sec.  IT.  There  shall  be  an  executive  department, 
known  as  the  Alms-house  Departmant,  which  shall  have 
cognizance  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  Alms-House  and 
prisons  of  said  city.  The  chief  officers  thereof  shall  be 
called  the  ‘Governors  of  the  Alms-house;’  they  shall“con- 
sist  of  the  number,  derive  and  hold  their  offices,  and  be 
charged  with  the  duties,  powers  and  responsibilities,  as 
prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  ‘  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
government,  of  the  Alms-house  and  Penitentiary  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New-York/  referring  to  the  act  not 
then  passed,  but  doubtless  then  upon  the  table  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  intended  to  be  passed. 
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“  By  the  twenty-first  section  of  the  same  act;  it  is  pro¬ 
vided  that  ‘  the  Mayor  and  each  Board  of  the  Common 
Council  may  at  any  time  require  the  opinion  in  writing  of 
the  heads  of  any  department  upon  any  subject  relating  to 
his  department,  or  any  information  possessed  by  him  in 
relation  thereto. 

“  And  the  question  now  arises  whether  this  section  is  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house.  It  might 
be  argued  with  some  plausibility  that  this  section  was  in¬ 
tended  to  refer  only  to  those  subjects  upon  which  the  Mayor 
might  be  possibly  called  upon  to  act  or  advise,  and  not  to 
those  over  which  he  has  no  jurisdiction. 

“  But  the  language  of  the  section  is  broad,  general  and 
comprehensive,  without  limit  or  restriction,  and  inasmuch 
as  it  tends  to  promote  publicity  in  the  management  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  it  should,  in  my  judgment,  receive  a  liberal  con¬ 
struction.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Board  is 
legally  bound  to  furnish  the  Mayor  the  information  asked 
for  in  his  communication. 

“  Respectfully  submitted, 

“ROBERT  J.  DILLON.” 

Thus  we  have  the  written  opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  directly  overruling  the  position  assumed  by 
the  Mayor.  And  your  Committee  cannot  doubt,  that  in¬ 
asmuch  as  his  Honor  has  heretofore  declared,  in  his  mes¬ 
sages  to  the  public,  that  he  should  in  matters  of  law  be 
governed  by  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  who  by  statute  is  his  legal  adviser,  he  will,  upon  the 
perusal  of  the  foregoing  opinion,  cheerfully  comply  with 
the  resolution  of  your  Board,  and  furnish  the  information 
desired. 


7 


(Doc.  No.  29. 


But  your  Committee  cannot  close  this  report  without 
adverting  for  a  moment  to  the  importance  of  a  correct  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  question  which  has  been  thus  raised.  The 
powers  of  the  Common  Council  have  by  degrees,  through 
many  years  of  legislation  and  practice,  been  so  entrenched 
upon  and  eliminated,  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  retain 
the  little  authority  remaining,  with  vigilance  and  firmness. 
The  establishment  of  the  principle  contended  for  by  the 
Mayor,  would  be  a  serious  blow  to  the  authority  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  two  branches  of  the  city  legislature. 

If  the  head  of  the  Police  Department  may  deny  the  author¬ 
ity  of  this  Board  to  ask  for  information,  so  may  each  of  the 
other  eight  departments.  The  refusal  may  extend  to  every 
request  made,  and  the  result  would  be  that  two  branches 
of  the  Common  Council  could  obtain  no  information  what¬ 
ever  from  the  Executive  Department,  except  with  the  same 
form  and  delay  as  in  the  passage  of  ordinances. 

The  independence  of  the  legislative  portion  of  the  city 
government  requires  that  other  portions  of  this  message 
should  receive  a  passing  notice.  The  Mayor,  having  de¬ 
clined  to  furnish  the  information  required,  proceeds  to  say 
that  “  the  object  of  inquires  of  this  kind  is  to  procure  in¬ 
formation  for  the  purpose  of  legislation  and  to  furnish  to 
the  law-making  power  data  to  enable  it  to  arrive  at  cor¬ 
rect  conclusions.  When  these  are  its  objects  it  should  never 
be  withheld,  and  would  not  by  me,  even  while  denying 
the  power  to  require  it.  In  the  present  instance ,  however , 
no  such  motive  can  be  set  up” 

Your  Committee  believe  this  the  first  instance  on  record 
where  an  executive  officer  has  assumed  thus  to  constitute 
himself  the  sole  judge  as  to  whether  the  legislature,  in  the 
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performance  of  its  duties,  really  requires  information  upon 
a  certain  subject  or  not. 

This  doctrine  once  admitted,  and  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  the  head  of  every  department  and  bureau  of 
the  city  government  may,  with  just  the  same  right,  say,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  “  that,  in  our  judgment, 
the  information  you  ask  cannot  be  required  to  subserve 
any  legislative  object,  and  therefore  we  respectfully  de¬ 
cline  to  give  it.”  It  is  believed  that  the  bare  enunciation 
of  such  a  doctrine  is  sufficient  to  secure  its  universal  con¬ 
demnation,  and  that  further  comment  on  it  is  unneces¬ 
sary. 

The  message  further  declares  that,  to  grant  this  inform¬ 
ation  “  can  serve  no  good  purpose,  and  would  be  as  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  interests  of  the  department  as  it  would  be  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  charter ,  and  la  ws  which  wisely  place  the  Police 
under  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  who  are  independent  of 
the  Common  Council  in  all  respects.” 

The  information  asked  by  this  Board,  was  a  list  of  po¬ 
licemen  appointed,  removed  and  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
had  expired  since  the  first  of  January  last,  in  each  ward. 
How  this  information  could  possibly  prove  “  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  the  department,”  your  Committee  can¬ 
not  perceive,  nor  will  they  take  it  upon  themselves  to 
judge. 

Section  five  of  the  third  article  of  the  act  of  1844,  estab¬ 
lishing  and  regulating  the  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
declares,  that  “  the  Mayor  shall,  at  least  every  three  months , 
report  to  the  Common  Council  the  state  of  the  Police  in 
practical  operation,  with  such  information  in  his  posses- 
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sion  as  may  promote  the  welfare  and  efficiency  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  with  such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  proper.” 

And  by  the  last  clause  of  the  twenty-first  section  of  the 
charter  of  1849,  above  quoted,  “  every  head  of  depart¬ 
ment  shall  report,  in  writing,  to  the  Common  Council,  at 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  session,  (the  first  Mon¬ 
day  of  each  month,)  the  state  of  his  department,”  &c. 

From  these  statutes  it  would  appear  that  the  legislature 
were  of  opinion  that  information  in  reference  to  the 
police  would  not  be  “detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
department.”  And  it  is  quite  probable,  that  had  his 
Honor  obeyed  these  statutes,  no  further  information  would 
have  been  required.  The  policy  of  the  law  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  Common  Council  should  be  kept 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  department  and  its  opera¬ 
tion. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the,  third  article  of  the  Police 
Laws  of  1853,  the  Chief  of  Police  is  required  to  report  to 
the  Mayor  the  state  of  the  police  in  practical  operation 
every  six  months,  and  the  Mayor  is  required  to  transmit 
that  report  to  the  Common  Council,  accompanying  the  same 
with  such  remarks  and  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

From  a  further  examination  of  the  law  regulating  thi3 
department,  it  will  appear  that  the  policemen  are  appor¬ 
tioned  among  the  several  wards  by  the  Common  Council, 
their  compensation  is  fixed,  and  the  appropriation  for  their 
payment  is  made  by  the  Common  Council,  and  they  in  re¬ 
turn  are  the  servants  of  that  body  in  the  execution  of  their 
laws  and  ordinances. 
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It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  “  a 
violation  of  the  charter  and  laws,”  as  claimed  by  his 
Honor,  to  let  the  Common  Council  know  the  names  of  the 
policemen,  and  to  make  answer  to  the  resolution  as  re¬ 
quested. 

Although  your  Committee  are  confident  that  his  Honor, 
upon  reflection,  will  comply  with  the  request  of  this  Board 
and  furnish  the  information  asked  yet,  considering  the 
importance  of  the  principle  involved,  they  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  leave  the  matter  on  a  contingency,  however  re¬ 
mote,  and  therefore,  recommend  a  course  of  action  to  en¬ 
force  the  power  of  the  Board  in  event  of  a  continuance  of 
a  refusal;  they,  therefore,  recommend  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  shall  continue  his  re¬ 
fusal  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  this  Board,  passed 
June  12th,  1855,  requesting  certain  information  from  him 
in  reference  to  the  Police  Department,  until  the  expira¬ 
tion  often  days  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution;  that 
then,  and  in  that  event  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  apply  to  the  Supreme 
Court  for  a  mandamus ,  or  to  take  such  other  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enforce  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  upon  the  passage 
of  the  foregoing  resolution,  cause  a  certified  copy  thereof 
to  be  served  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ABRAM  WAKEMAN, }  Committee  on 
NATHAN  C.  ELY,  )  Law  Department. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDEEMEN. 

AUGUST  10,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  in  favor 
of  removing  the  floating  dock  from  slip  between  piers 
Nos.  36  and  37,  East  river,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  resolution,  petitions  and  remonstrances,  in  relation 
to  the  incumbrance  of  the  floating  dock,  in  the  slip  between 
piers  36  and  37,  East  river,  respectfully 
REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  have  given  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  great  attention,  and  during  the  progress  of  their  in¬ 
vestigation,  have  had  before  them  many  citizens  who  are 
owners  of  property  and  do  business  in  the  vicinity  of  said 
dock. 

There  are  eight  floating  docks  already  in  the  Seventh 
Ward,  and  from  the  testimony  presented,  your  Committee 
are  satisfied  that  they  are  prejudicial  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  city. 
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The  accommodations  for  vessels  to  load  and  unload  their 
cargoes,  are  very  limited,  and  what  with  the  ferries  and 
these  docks,  merchants  are  daily  complaining  of  the  injury 
to  commerce  and  to  their  business. 

The  witnesses,  nearly  unanimously,  testify  that  these 
docks  have  greatly  depreciated  the  value  of  property  in 
the  Seventh  Ward;  and  one  witness  says  that  the  injury  to 
his  business  by  this  floating  dock,  will  amount  to  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  yearly,  while  another,  a  keeper 
of  a  restaurant,  will  have  a  thousand  dollars  less  trade  now 
than  heretofore. 

The  want  of  berths  in  the  East  river,  for  vessels  to  take 
in  and  discharge  their  cargoes,  has  been  long  severely  felt 
and  regretted,  and  more  particularly  within  the  last  few 
years,  since  our  commerce  has  so  rapidly  increased. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  your  Committee  in  this  report  to 
make  a  lengthy  statement  to  the  Board  of  the  advantages 
of  commerce,  and  its  beneficial  results  in  advancing  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  this  city,  destined  to  become  the 
great  commercial  centre  of  the  world.  Knowing  that  this 
fact  must  be  fully  realized  by  all  who  attend  political 
gatherings  and  national  celebrations;  but  they  think  that 
it  is  their  duty,  as  commerce  is  the  principal  source  of  our 
wealth  and  fame,  to  speak  of  its  extension  and  increase  in 
order  to  show  the  great  detriment  to  our  merchants  and 
to  the  shipping  interest,  in  permitting  docks  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  to  usurp  our  piers  and  slips,  transforming  them  into 
dock-yards,  to  the  exclusion  of  vessels  waiting,  at  an  enor¬ 
mous  sacrifice  of  time  and  money,  to  discharge  their  cargoes. 

And  your  Committee  are  well  assured  that  there  are 
other  situations  better  adapted  for  the  location  of  this 
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dock,  that  will  give  the  same  conveniences  and  facilities 
for  the  transaction  of  their  business,  and  at  the  same  time 
relieve  this  crowded  and  business  portion  of  the  city. 
Edward  Holly,  the  dock-master,  placed  the  dock  in  this 
slip,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  without  any  au¬ 
thority  by  law  or  ordinance,  and  it  appears  to  them  to  be 
establishing  a  dangerous  precedent.  If  irresponsible  dock- 
masters  can  dispose  of  the  available  dock  room  in  this 
manner,  we  may  expect  soon  to  have  many  more  of  the 
Corporation  piers  and  slips  occupied  with  floating  docks, 
and  our  merchants  compelled  to  remove  to  Brooklyn,  Jer¬ 
sey  City,  and  neighboring  cities,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  their 
business;  and  your  Committee  are  the  more  confirmed  in 
their  opinion  of  the  danger  of  this  assumption  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  dock-masters,  (although,  they  admit  that 
assumptions  of  power  of  late,  are  no  rarity;)  by  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Mr.  Penniman,  part  owner  of  pier  36,  who 
stated  that  Mr.  Gillespie,  the  lessee  of  pier  37.  came  to 
him  about  a  month  before  this  floating  dock  was  placed  in 
the  slip,  and  was  very  anxious  to  secure  the  lease  of  the 
bulkhead  of  pier  36,  giving  as  a  reason  for  his  wishing  to 
purchase  Mr.  Penniman’s  interest,  that  he  (Gillespie,)  could 
control  the  vessels  better  and  make  more  out  of  it,  be¬ 
cause  he  had  an  understanding  with  the  Corporation  dock- 
master. 

This  statement  was  denied  by  Mr.  Gillespie,  but  Mr. 
Penniman  being  well  known  as  an  honest  and  respectable 
citizen,  your  Committee  can  only  leave  the  fact  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Board.  It  is  but  just  to  say,  that  Edward 
Holley,  the  present  dock-master,  has  been  lately  appointed, 
and  could  not  have  been  the  dock-master  referred  to. 

Your  Committee  would  further  report, that  these  docks 
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bring  around  them  a  large  number  of  old  vessels  to  be  re¬ 
paired,  having  no  cargoes  to  load  and  discharge;  displac¬ 
ing  ships  actively  engaged  in  business,  and  accumulating 
expenses  upon  the  owners;  and  the  certain  result  of  this 
monopoly  of  our  dock  room  will  be  to  force  merchants  to 
send  their  vessels  to  Jersey  City  and  Brooklyn  to  unload, 
and  thus  establish  and  foster  the  trade  of  adjoining  cities 
to  the  manifest  injustice  to  those  doing  business  here.  All 
this,  to  a  great  degree,  can  be  avoided,  by  removing  these 
docks  to  some  other  locality  above  Grand  street,  where 
dock  room  is  not  so  much  needed. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  the  removal  of  these  docks  will 
inconvenience  and  distress  the  mechanics  employed  on 
them;  but  it  cannot  be  disputed,  that  the  greater  portion 
of  these  men  live  in  Brooklyn,  Williamsburgh,  the  Elev¬ 
enth  and  Thirteenth  Wards,  and  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
street;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  it  would 
be  equally  as  convenient  for  them  to  get  to  these  docks  if 
they  were  located  above  Grand  street,  as  where  they  are 
at  present. 

And  it  also  seems  to  your  Committee,  that  it  will  be 
much  easier  to  have  this  dock  removed  before  its  business 
is  established  than  hereafter;  and,  for  this  reason,  it  will 
be  no  hardship  to  the  company  or  to  the  mechanics. 

And  your  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  fact,  that  this  company  already  have  another 
large  floating  dock  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
one. 

Tour  Committee  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  in  this 
matter,  as  opposing  these  floating  docks,  as  such,  on  the 
contrary,  they  consider  them  as  another  evidence  of  the 


5 


(Doc.  No.  30. 


untiring  perseverance  and  success  in  invention,  for  which 
our  mechanics  are  so  justly  distinguished;  and,  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  instance,  more  particularly,  as  this  floating  dock  is 
known  to  be  the  largest,  and  best  adapted  for  repairing 
vessels,  &c.,  in  the  world. 

And,  from  reliable  information,  they  learn  that  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  stock  of  this  company  is  owned  by  our  most 
worthy  and  enterprising  merchants,  and  they  regret  that 
this  location  was  selected  for  the  dock,  interfering  as  it 
does  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others. 

But  while  your  Committee  admit  that  the  location  is 
beneficial  to  the  interests  of  this  company,  they  are  com¬ 
pelled,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  advocate  summary  meas¬ 
ures  for  its  removal,  believing,  from  a  careful  review  of 
the  testimony  and  facts,  that  this  dock  will  be  a  permanent 
injury  to  the  commerce  of  the  city,  and  especially  to  the 
Seventh  Ward. 

From  the  considerations  above  presented,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  must  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion,  viz: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  remove,  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  floating  dock  late¬ 
ly  placed  between  piers  Nos.  36  and  37,  East  river,  to 
some  locality  above  G-rand  street,  and  to  prevent  the  same 
from  being  located  in  any  slip,  or  adjoining  any  pier  with¬ 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  Seventh  Ward. 

CHARLES  FOX,  )  Special  Com- 
WM.  TUCKER,  [  mittee  on 
JOHN  H.  BRIGGS,)  Floating  Bock. 
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MINORITY  REPORT. 


The  minority  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  which  was 
referred  a  resolution  of  the  Board  in  respect  to  the  float¬ 
ing  dock,  at  the  foot  of  Market  street,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

It  appears  that  the  business  of  docking  vessels  for  re¬ 
pairing  or  coppering  them,  or  for  other  necessary  purpo¬ 
ses,  has,  to  a  large  extent,  concentrated  itself  in  that  part 
of  the  East  river,  which  is  between  Market  and  Clinton 
streets.  Three  hydrostatic  docks,  and  six  floating  docks, 
have  for  years  been  located  there;  and  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  growing  wants  of  commerce  have  required  addi¬ 
tional  accommodation,  new  docks  have  been  constructed 
and  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  others.  The  various 
kinds  of  mechanical  industry  connected  with  the  docking 
and  repairing  of  vessels,  have  naturally  adapted  them¬ 
selves  to  the  location  of  the  docks,  which  has  always  here¬ 
tofore  been  recognized  by  the  city  authorities  as  proper 
and  rightful;  and  large  numbers  of  mechanics  have  estab¬ 
lished  their  shops  or  their  residences  in  the  vicinity. 

The  New  York  Balance  Dock  Company,  which  has  for 
many  years  had  a  dock  located  at  the  foot  of  Pike  street, 
deeming  it  necessary  to  provide  a  new  one  on  the  same 
principle,  capable  of  taking  up  the  large  size  of  sailing 
and  steam  ships,  which  are  becoming  so  numerous  in  this 
port,  have  constructed  it  and  got  a  berth  for  it  at  the  foot 
of  Market  street,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  other 
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dock  owned  by  the  same  company  and  of  the  six  or  seven 
docks  owned  by  various  companies  and  individuals. 

In  the  investigation  which  has  been  made  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  nothing  whatever  has  been  disclosed  to  call  for 
any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  to  disturb 
this  dock  in  its  present  location;  on  the  contrary,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  fitness  of  that  location  for  the  safe  and  convenient 
working  of  the  docks — and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  get¬ 
ting  a  suitable  place  elsewhere;  the  great  importance  of 
affording  accommodations  for  docking  vessels,  as  well  in 
reference  to  the  shipping  interest  as  to  commerce  general¬ 
ly — the  expediency  of  locating  all  the  docks  as  nearly  as 
possible  together,  for  the  convenience  of  numerous  classes 
of  mechanics  and  of  ship  owners,  and  the  injustice  of  ex¬ 
cluding  one  dock  from  the  locality  where  all  the  others 
are  permitted  to  be  and  where,  consequently,  their  business 
naturally  concentrates;  these  considerations  have  clearly 
established  the  propriety  of  the  present  location  of  this 
dock  as  long  as  the  others  are  permitted  to  remain  there, 
and  until  some  other  suitable  place  shall  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  all  the  docks,  and  an  opportunity  given  for  their 
removal  to  it  without  interrupting  a  business  so  essential 
to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  city.  So  strong  indeed 
are  these  considerations  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
force  a  sudden  and  summary  removal  of  this  dock,  the 
Common  Council  ought  rather  to  exert  any  powers  of  leg¬ 
islation  it  may  rightfully  exercise,  to  protect  and  maintain 
the  dock  in  its  present  location,  until  its  removal,  shall,  if 
found  expedient,  be  made  part  of  the  general  system,  care¬ 
fully  devised  with  reference  to  all  interests  and  equal  in 
its  application. 
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The  undersigned  would  not  do  justice  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject  if  they  did  not  briefly  review  the  grounds 
on  which  the  claim  is  set  up,  that  the  Common  Council 
should  interfere  to  remove  this  dock. 

It  is  not  pretended,  in  the  majority  report,  that  the  Cor¬ 
poration  are  aggrieved,  or  have  any  occasion  to  interfere 
to  protect  their  own  rights  or  interests;  but  is  admitted, 
that  so  far  as  any  Corporation  property  is  occupied,  it  is 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  lessee  and  under  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  public  officer. 

If  the  owners  of  the  opposite  pier  or  bulkhead  have  any 
ground  of  complaint  their  proper  resort  is  to  the  legal 
tribunals.  The  Common  Council  might  as  weli  undertake 
to  adjust  any  other  disputed  question  of  private  rights. 
And  the  fact  that  these  parties  have  commenced  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  is,  of  itself,  a  conclusive  reason  why  the  Common 
Council  should  not  interfere  in  a  matter  which  has  as¬ 
sumed  the  character  of  a  pending  litigation. 

It  is  not  pretended  in  the  majority  report  that  any  ordi¬ 
nance  is  violated  by  the  present  location  of  the  dock. 

The  dock  creates  no  permanent  obstruction  in  the  slip; 
it  is  moored  to  the  pier,  and  to  timbers  driven  beside  the 
pier.  They  could  be  removed  in  forty-eight  hours;  and 
the  only  effect  of  the  temporary  occupation  would  be  to 
leave  the  slip  dredged  out  deeper  and  more  fit  than  ever 
for  other  commercial  uses. 

The  dock  is  not  a  platform  or  stage.  The  ordinance 
which  contains  those  words,  uses  them  in  a  technical  sense, 
and  with  reference  to  well-known  erections  sometimes  em- 
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ployed  by  ship  builders.  But  neither  in  the  strict  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  dictionaries— in  any  legal  sense  or  use— nor  in 
common  or  popular  language  is  a  dock  of  this  description 
ever  called  a  platform.  No  man  ever  heard  it  desig¬ 
nated  by  that  name.  Floating  dry  docks  have  been  used 
in  this  port  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and  nobody  has 
ever  thought  of  applying  that  term  to  them.  If  it  can 
properly  be  so  applied,  every  one  of  these  docks  has  in¬ 
curred  a  penalty  every  day  of  that  long  period. 

The  dock  comes  within  the  general  meaning  of  the 
word  vessel,  as  employed  in  the  law  regulating  the  com¬ 
mercial  uses  of  the  harbor  and  its  wharves,  piers  and 
slips.  That  meaning  has  been,  over  and  over  again,  set¬ 
tled  by  the  courts,  to  include  any  floating  structure  used 
for  commercial  purposes,  even  where  it  was  not  used  or 
capable  of  being  used  in  navigation,  and  did  not  subserve 
the  purposes  of  navigation,  in  the  important  manner  which 
a  dock  does. 

There  are  many  commercial  uses  of  wharves,  piers  and 
slips,  besides  merely  discharging  or  taking  in  cargo. 
Among  these,  the  lying  to  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  is  as 
purely  commercial  use;  and  is  in  no  respect  inferior  in  im¬ 
portance  or  utility.  The  object  was  at  first  affected  by 
careening  the  ship,  afterward  by  drawing  the  ship  out  on 
a  railway,  and  at  last  by  floating  it  into  a  submerged  dock, 
which  is  then  raised,  These  are  but  improved  methods  of 
enabling  the  ship  to  use  the  wharf  or  pier  for  repair. 
Probably,  twice  as  many  ships  enter  one  of  these  docks  as 
would  lie  in  the  space  occupied  by  it  for  discharging  or 
taking  in  cargo  during  the  same  period.  The  capacity  of 
the  space,  so  occupied,  to  accommodate  ships  and  to  sub- 
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serve  the  purposes  of  navigation  is  doubled  by  the  inven¬ 
tion. 

It  would  be  a  perversion  of  all  sense  and  reason  to  ad¬ 
mit,  the  use  of  a  pier  for  the  repair  of  a  ship  by  careening 
it,  to  be  a  commercial  use;  and  yet,  to  deny  that  charac¬ 
ter  to  its  use  in  this  improved  method.  The  common  law 
would  lose  its  chief  glory  if  it  did  not  expand  itself  to  em¬ 
brace,  within  its  provisions  and  its  protection  every  such 
improvement;  and  to  apply  to  it  the  whole  body  of  exist¬ 
ing  laws  relating  to  the  subject.  In  the  convenience  of  a 
distribution  of  business,  there  is  a  tendency  to  classify  the 
stationing  of  vessels;  to  station  a  dock  to  receive  vessels 
for  repair,  is  nothing  more  than  habitually  to  station  at 
the  same  place  vessels  for  repair. 

It  is  thus  that  the  system  has  grown  up,  under  which 
all  the  larger  classes  of  sailing  and  steam  ships  of  this 
port  are  required,  and  become  recognized  by  every  public 
authority  and  by  uninterrupted  practice. 

The  principal  ground  on  which  the  report  of  the  major¬ 
ity  professes  to  recommend  the  removal  of  the  dock  is,  in 
order  that  the  space  which  it  occupied  may  be  used  for 
ships  to  discharge  and  take  in  cargo. 

The  interference  of  the  Corporation  for  such  a  purpose, 
can  be  justified  only  on  the  ground,  that  the  use  of  the 
pier  room  for  loading  and  unloading  vessels  is  much  more 
important  than  for  docking  vessels,  or  that  there  is  pecu¬ 
liar  fitness  in  this  location  for  the  former  purpose,  and  in 
some  other  location  for  the  latter  purpose. 

This  dock  takes  up  one  inside  berth  for  a  farge  vessel, 
or  two  for  small  vessels,  and  about  an  equal  number  of 
outside  berths. 
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Can  any  sane  man  entertain  the  idea  that  the  reserving 
■of  these  few  berths  for  vessels  is  more  important  to  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  than  having  the  most  suitable  loca¬ 
tion  for  docking  the  large  sailing  and  steam  ships  that 
are  becoming  a  characteristic  of  this  port  ? 


Fifteen  years  ago,  the  best  accommodation  for  docking 
vessels  at  this  port,  was  in  the  hydrostatic  railways,  which 
take  up  vessels  of  not  exceeding  about  eight  hundred  tons. 
Seven  years  ago  the  small  balance  dock  could  take  up  the 
largest  sailing  vessel  then  owned  at  this  port.  Other 
floating  docks  have  been  since  constructed,  but  they  have 
not  been  able  to  keep  up  with  the  rapid  growth  in  the 
size  of  vessels.  The  United  States  government  construct¬ 
ed,  at  vast  expense,  stone  docks  supposed  to  be  as  large 
as  would  ever  be  needed.  Not  one  of  the  Collins  steam¬ 
ers  could  enter  them  without  taking  off  its  wheels;  nor 
could  the  older  boats  of  some  of  the  East  river  lines. 
Yet  those  lines  have,  within- the  year  past,  built  new  boats  of 
still  larger  dimensions.  The  Collins’  steamers,  since  their 
machinery  was  put  in,  have  not  been  taken  up  in  this 
country,  but  have  resorted  to  Liverpool  for  the  purpose; 
yet  the  same  skill  that  fashioned  the  yacht  America  to 
outstrip  the  best  products  of  the  talent  and  experience  of 
the  greatest  maritime  nation  of  the  world  is  employed  to¬ 
day  in  building  the  Adriatic,  on  a  scale  more  gigantic  than 
any  of  her  line. 

The  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  also  in  process  of  construc¬ 
tion,  is  of  the  same  class;  and  the  Niagara,  which  George 
Steers  is  building  for  the  government,  will  exceed  the 
capacity  of  the  great  stone  docks. 
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Is  a  dock,  which  is  alone  capable  of  taking  .u  psuch  ves¬ 
sels,  a  matter  of  so  small  interest  to  commerce,  that  a  berth 
where  it  can  more  safely  and  conveniently  do  its  tremen¬ 
dous  work,  is  to  be  denied  it,  lest  some  three,  four  or  five 
vessels  have  to  be  stationed  a  hundred  feet  further  up 
town.” 

Pier  and  wharf  room  is  valuable,  doubtless;  but  New 
York  is  not  yet  so  poor  in  it,  as  not  to  be  able  to  afford  a 
place  to  dock  the  vessels  which  are  its  pride.  If  the  hon¬ 
orable  chairman  would  be  as  diligent  in  removing  obstruc¬ 
tions  of  no  public  utility  as  in  endeavoring  to  drive  away 
this  dock,  he  would,  doubtless,  be  able  to  save,  for  the  use 
of  vessels  to  load  and  unload,  many  times  the  space  occu¬ 
pied  by  this  dock. 

If  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  location  to  the  use  be  con¬ 
sulted,  it  is  clear,  that  while  the  ships,  which  might  lie  at 
this  pier,  could  find  berths  at  a  very  large  number  of  other 
places,  there  are  none  so  well  adapted  for  the  dock,  and 
extremely  few  that  can  be  made  to  answer  at  all.  The 
dock  requires  greater  length  of  pier,  and  ten  or  twelve 
feet  greater  depth  of  water  than  any  ship  does;  it  requires 
freedom  from  the  action  of  the  ice,  which  fills  the  North 
river  in  the  winter  season,  and  is  subject  to  other  condi¬ 
tions  for  its  use  which  limit  very  narrowly  the  range  of 
selection  for  its  location. 

The  majority  say,  in  their  report,  that  there  “  are  other 
situations  better  adapted  for  the  location  of  this  dock,  and 
that  will  give  the  same  convenience  and  qualities  for  its 
business.” 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  if  the  majority  know  of  any  such 
place,  that  they  do  not  state  where  it  is.  On  what  autho- 
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rity  they  make  the  statement,  does  not  appear.  No  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  kind  was  disclosed  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Committee.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  conceded  that  the 
North  river  did  not  afford  any  fit  location.  It  was  stated 
that  when  it  became  necessary  to  locate  the  dock  for  a 
short  time,  no  suitable  place  could  be  found  on  the  Brook¬ 
lyn,  Williamsburgh  or  Greenpoint  shore;  that  in  the  place 
where  it  was  temporarily  put,  owing  to  the  want  of  pro¬ 
tection  from  the  tide  by  a  succession  of  piers  and  the  occu¬ 
pation  by  shipping  above  and  below,  that  exists  on  this 
side,  it  was  nearly  impracticable  to  work  the  dock;  while 
any  location  so  distant  from  the  others  was  too  prejudicial 
to  its  business  to  be  permanently  adopted.  The  New 
York  side  of  the  East  river — below  where  it  now  is,  it  is 
presumed — would  not  be  less  objected  to  by  the  majority 
of  the  Committee,  than  the  present  location.  Above  Cor 
lier’s  hook,  it  was  also  stated,  that  examinations  had  been 
made.  A  rocky  bottom,  or  reefs  near  the  shore,  render 
many  of  the  locations  here  impracticable.  In  other  cases, 
the  piers  are  too  short;  and  the  power  to  lengthen  them 
is  at  present  suspended,  and  will  probably  be  permanently 
limited  by  the  State  Commissioners  having  charge  of  the 
subject.  It  was  stated,  that  upon  diligent  inquiry,  no  suit¬ 
able  place  above  the  hook  had  been  found. 

It  is  in  this  state  of  facts,  with  this  evidence  before  them, 
that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  propose  a  resolution 
ordering  a  public  officer,  within  ten  days,  to  turn  this  great 
structure  away  from  its  present  location  and  to  permanent¬ 
ly  exclude  it  from  all  that  part  of  the  East  river,  where 
a  suitable  location  can  be  found — without  designating  any 
place  where  it  is  to  be  stationed,  or  knowing  that  there  is 
any  place  where  it  can  be  worked,  except  those  from  which 
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it  is  to  be  excluded.  They  propose  to  do  this  without  no¬ 
tice  sufficient  to  prepare  a  place,  even  if  a  suitable  one 
could  be  found.  They  propose  to  do  it  on  the  eve  of  an 
immense  crop  that  will  call  into  requisition  all  existing 
facilities  for  repairing  and  fitting  out  vessels  to  carry  our 
products  abroad,  to  the  sale  of  which  every  commercial 
and  industrial  interest  of  the  country  is  looking  to  rescue 
it  from  the  financial  depression  of  last  year,  and  the  com¬ 
parative  stagnation  of  the  present.  All  this  they  propose 
to  do  .from  regard  to  the  interest  of  commerce,  in  order  that 
one  or  two  inside  berths  and  an  equal  number  of  outside 
berths  at  a  pier,  may  be  kept  open  for  ships  to  lie  at !  And 
to  do  it  against  the  expressed  wishes  and  judgment  of  the 
great  mass  of  those  interested  in  navigation,  merchants 
owning  or  receiving,  as  consignees,  two-thirds  of  all  the 
tonnage  of  the  port,  and  the  body  of  the  underwriters  ! 
And  they  propose  to  apply  a  measure  so  violent,  and  so 
uncalled  for,  and  so  injurious,  to  one  dock  alone,  leaving 
untouched  nine  others  to  which  every  public  reason  for  re¬ 
moval,  by  which  they  profess  to  be  governed,  applies  with 
equal  force. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  a  more  extraordi¬ 
nary  proposition  was  never  made  to  a  legislative  body. 

The  only  other  ground  alleged  by  the  majority  report 
to  justify  the  action  it  recommends,  is  contained  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statements : 

“  The  witnesses  nearly  unanimously  testify,  that  these 
docks  have  greatly  depreciated  the  value  of  property  in 
the  Seventh  Ward,  and  one  witness  says,  that  the  injury 
to  his  business  by  this  floating  dock,  will  amount  to  more 
than  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  yearly,  while  an- 
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other,  a  keeper  of  a  restaurant,  will  have  one  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  less  trade  now  than  hereafter.” 

In  respect  to  the  general  effect  of  the  docks  on  property 
in  the  Seventh  Ward,  the  undersigned  think  the  majority 
have  somewhat  misapprehended  the  opinions  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses,  a  number  of  them  stated,  not  that  it  had  actually 
depreciated  property,  but  that  they  thought  it  prevented 
property  from  rising.  It  did  not  seem  that  real  estate,  in 
that  ward,  has  depreciated  during  the  period  the  docks 
have  been  located  there.  It  did  appear,  however,  that  the 
rents  and  prices  of  property  adjacent  to  the  water,  and  in 
front  of  which  these  docks  are  located,  are  extremely  high. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  not  as  high  in  the  parts  of 
the  Seventh  Ward  where  the  docks  lie,  as  in  other  neigh¬ 
boring  parts. 

The  speculative  opinions  of  a  lew  persons,  as  to  how 
property  would  be  improved,  if  the  docks  were  taken 
away,  does  not  seem  to  be  worthy  of  much  consideration. 
If  fifty  persons,  who  have  been  waiting  for  lots  to  rise, 
should  be  summoned  before  the  Committee,  they  would 
.  probably  state,  at  least  twenty-five  different  reasons  why 
the  result  had  not  happened,  and  have  as  many  different 
projects  for  effecting  the  result  in  the  future. 

The  slow  growth  of  years  is  not  changed  in  an  instant. 
If  the  business  that  has  been,  for  a  long  time,  establishing 
itself  near  the  docks  should  be  driven  away,  it  by  no 
means  follows,  that  any  thing  better  would  supply  its  place. 
The  interior  streets  of  the  ward  are  less  fashionable  for 
residences  than  they  used  to  be;  but  that  fact  has  not 
been  caused  by  the  presence  of  the  docks,  and  would  not 


Doc.  No.  30.) 


16 


be  removed  by  their  absence.  Nor  can  any  reasonable 
man  suppose  the  period  has  yet  arrived,  or  is  near  at  hand, 
when  it  is  to  be  renovated,  like  the  streets  west  of  Broad¬ 
way,  and  below  Chambers  street,  and  filled  up  with  ware¬ 
houses.  To  drive  away  the  present  business,  before  any 
other  was  ready  to  take  its  place,  would  probably  be  the 
result  of  the  proposed  legislation. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  nearly  every  witness, 
who  expressed  the  opinions  referred  to,  has  some  special 
personal  object  or  convenience  to  be  answered  by  the 
change  he  advocates.  The  witness  mentioned,  in  the  ma¬ 
jority  report,  as  thinking  himself  likely  to  be  damaged  to 
the  extent  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  occupies 
a  store  near  the  docks.  He,  doubtless,  would  like  to  have, 
as  near  as  possible,  the  monopoly  of  the  East  river  in 
front  of  his  place;  but  if  he  should  have  to  deal  with  ships 
lying  at  the  next  pier,  or  even  further  off,  he  would  fare 
as  well  as  is  usual  with  the  mass  of  shipping  or  receiving- 
merchants.  The  East  river,  and  its  wharves  and  piers, 
are  for  the  convenience  of  the  public;  and  it  is  not  always 
that  a  particular  individual's  convenience  can  be  para¬ 
mount  to  general  considerations  of  public  utility. 

The  other  witness  mentioned  is  a  keeper  of  a  restaurant, 
whose  entire  business  was,  last  year,  about  four  thousand 
dollars,  and  who  thinks  it  will  be  lessened  one  thousand 
dollars  by  the  docks.  As  more  ships  come  into  the  dock 
in  a  year  than  could  lie  in  the  space  it  occupies,  and  many 
mechanics  would  be  employed  on  those  ships,  it  is  not  easy 
to  see  how  his  business  would  be  injured,  unless  it  can  be 
shown,  that  docking  a  vessel  hurts  the  appetites  of  the 
men  connected  with  it.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  restau¬ 
rant  keeper  has  become  too  imaginative. 
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Another  of  the  witnesses,  and  not  the  least  respectable 
of  them,  avowed,  that  he  was  acting  mainly  with  reference 
to  his  own  convenience,  in  having  the  deep  water,  and  long 
piers,  (so  indispensable  to  the  dock,  and  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  think  so  important  for  large  ships,)  occupied  by 
canal  boats,  lighters,  and  the  small  vessels  engaged  in  his 
own  trade. 

Another  witness,  who  speaks  most  positively  of  all,  and 
who  says  he  has  lost  several  cargoes  by  the  mooring  of  the 
dock  in  the  slip,  which  he  is  pleased  to  call  an  incum¬ 
brance,  is  the  patriot,  who,  animated  by  a  deep  sense  of 
the  importance  of  pier  and  wharf  room,  filled  up,  under  a 
lease  from  the  Corporation,  the  slip  next  below,  with 
spiles  and  with  stone,  in  order  to  make  lots. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  this  dock  should  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
other  docks.  Such  a  location  is  most  convenient  to  mer¬ 
chants  who  visit  their  ships,  when  undergoing  repairs— to 
the  mechanics  who  work  upon  them — and  to  all  classes 
w|io  are  connected  with  them. 

Nor  is  there  any  reason  why  a  different  rule  should  be 
applied  to  this  dock  than  to  the  eight  or  nine  others 
which  are  located  in  the  same  part  of  the  East  river.  If 
it  prevents  the  use  of  the  place  it  occupies,  for  the  taking 
in  and  discharging  of  cargoes,  so  do  they  the  places  they 
occupy;  it  is  as  properly  and  rightfully  in  its  berth  as  they 
are  in  theirs. 

The  majority  report  seems  to  fear  that  if  the  dangerous 
example  of  adding  the  tenth  to  the  nine  docks  already  in 
use,  be  not  resisted,  we  shall  have  no  end  to  docks — that 
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they  will  fill  “  many  more  slips” — and  there  will  be  no 
room  for  ships,  and  our  merchants  will  be  driven  away  to 
“  the  utter  ruin  of  their  business,” 

It  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  before  the  evil  shall 
reach  so  alarming  an  extent,  the  want  of  ships  to  dock 
will  restrain  the  building  of  new  docks.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  admitted,  even  in  the  majority  report,  that  this  dock  is 
necessary.  And  as  the  great  body  of  ship-owners  and  un¬ 
derwriters  of  the  port  are  in  favor  of  its  present  location, 
we  may  hope  that  their  “  utter  ruin,”  by  reason  of  floating 
docks,  is  as  yet  far  distant. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  will  observe,  that  if  the 
demand  for  pier  and  wharf  room  for  vessels  does  now,  or 
should  hereafter  render  it  expedient  to  remove  these  docks  to 
a  place  more  distant  from  the  centre  of  commerce,  it  would 
be  a  matter  worthy  of  the  most  careful  inquiry  and  of  the 
gravest  consideration,  to  provide  a  place  suitable  for  a 
business  so  essential  to  all  interests,  and  where  it  could  be 
carried  on  safely  and  conveniently.  When  such  a  place 
should  be  found,  ample  notice  should  be  given,  that  tjie 
place  may  be  prepared,  and  this  important  business  suffer 
no  interruption.  And,  above  all,  whatever  measure  should 
be  adopted,  should  be  applicable  alike  to  all  of  the  docks. 
To  drive  one  away,  and  leave  the  rest  in  the  seats  of  pre¬ 
sent  business,  would  be  like  compelling  a  bank  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  at  Yorkville,  or  a  shipping  merchant  to  do  it  in  Cen¬ 
tre  street. 

The  policy  indicated  by  the  undersigned,  would  be 
worthy  of  the  importance  of  the  subject— the  commercial 
interests  involved— and  of  the  city,  as  the  violent  mea- 
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sure  proposed  would,  in  their  judgment,  be  unworthy  of 
either. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  considerations  the  following 
resolution  is  respectfully  submitted: 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Board  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter  referred,  and  that  the  Committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub¬ 
ject. 


<  Hnorify  of  Special 

Committee. 


DOCUMENT  No  3  1 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

AUGUST  13,  1855. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Salaries  and  Offices,  non-concur¬ 
ring  with  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  and  in  favor  of  ap¬ 
pointing  certain  persons  as  Commissioners  of  Deeds; 
laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  H.  CHAMBERS, 

Deputy  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  and  Offices,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  various  petitions  in  relation  to  Commissioners  of 
Deeds,  would  most  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  their  careful  considera¬ 
tion,  and  have  especially  taken  into  consideration*  the 
fitness  and  ability  of  the  applicants  for  said  office. 

And  your  Committee  would  further  state,  that  they  are 
of  the  opinion  that  persons  of  the  highest  ability  and  integ¬ 
rity  should  only  be  appointed  to  said  office;  and  they 
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have,  according  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  appointed 
gentlemen  noted  for  their  ability,  integrity  and  honesty. 

And  your  Committee,  in  view  of  these  facts,  -would  most 
respectfully  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  persons  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  reappointed  Commissioners  of  Deeds,  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York: 


William  H.  Stogdill, 

C.  R.  Disosway, 

John  Moody, 
William  Lee, 
Frederick  L.  Yultee, 
Bernard  Casserly, 
William  L.  Morris, 
Henry  C.  Banks. 
Edwin  F.  Corey, 
Thomas  Stuart, 

D.  Phoenix  Riker, 
JohnM.  Devoy, 

R.  C.  Downing, 
Andrew  Kohler, 
James  P.  Hyatt, 
Frederick  R.  Lee, 
Edward  P.  Clark, 
Gilbert  S.  Nixon, 

H.  H.  Rice, 


John  Brown, 

John  Anderson,  Jun., 
Thomas  S.  Sommers, 
Lucius  Pitkin, 

William  Wordsworth, 
Daniel  Seixas, 

W.  Romaine, 

George  G.  Taylor, 
William  Dodge, 

John  J.  Townsend, 
Samuel  T.  Webster, 
Benedict  Lewis,  Jun., 
George  P.  Nelson, 
William  Sinclair, 
William  H.  Dusenbury, 
Daniel  B.  Taylor, 
Nathaniel  Jarvis,  Jun. 
Spencer  H.  Cone, 

C.  H.  Dougherty, 


Resolved ,  That  the  following  named  persons  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  of  Deeds,  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  place  of  the  persons 
whose  names  are  set  opposite  herein,  whose  terms  of  office 
have  expired: 
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Appointed. 

Charles  E.  Patterson, 
John  Hope, 

Michael  G.  Hart, 

John  J.  Tindale, 
William  H.  Arnaux, 
George  W.  Stuyvesant, 
Richard  Scott, 

Patrick  J.  Mollay, 
William  H.  Stansbury, 
Charles  K.  Smith, 

Wm.  H.  Greene, 
SargeantV.  Bagley, 
Alex.  Eggleston, 
Stephen  R.  Pinckney, 
Geo.  L.  Taylor, 
Jotham  Wilson,  Sen., 
E.  Francis  Corey,  Jr., 
Charles  Frazer, 

Edgar  M.  Crawford, 
Jas.  M.  Flandreau, 
Washington  Murray, 
Henry  G.  Bronson, 

D.  C.  Nevin, 

John  B.  Stelle,  Jun., 
Wm.  C.  Freeman, 
James  Price, 

Hiram  Hunt, 

James  Sandford, 
Charles  H.  Smith, 
Wm.  E.  Westerfield, 
Chas.  P.  Johnson, 

Jas.  T.  Moulton, 


Whose  terms  of  office  hare  expired. 

D.  A.  Fowler, 

Peter  L.  Fierty, 

Ira  Floyd, 

R.  C.  Fellows, 

U.  D.  French, 

Royal  A.  Gains, 
Benjamin  Galbraith, 
John  T.  Hoffman, 
Dayton  Hobart, 

J.  S.  Halsey, 

Theodore  Hart, 

Phelix  Hart, 

George  Hagan, 

0.  E.  Westlake, 

John  W.  C.  Leveridge, 
John  S.  Peraz, 

Chas.  F.  Lineback, 

John  McKibben,  Jun., 
Chas.  A.  May, 

Henry  H.  Moran, 

Chas.  D.  Mead, 
Theodore  Martino, 
Nehemiah  Miller, 

Geo.  L.  Osgood, 

David  O’Keefe,  Jur.., 
Edmund  J.  Porter, 

J.  Ross  Postley, 

A.  A.  Phillips, 

Geo.  T.  Rogers, 

Edwd.  N.  Rogers, 

Wm.  J.  Sinclair, 

Elias  L.  Smith, 
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Appointed. 

Chas.  M.  Freeman, 

J.  S.  Slauson, 

Edwin  M.  Daniels, 
Walter  Durach, 

Phillips  Phoenix, 

Geo.  T.  Haws, 

Jas.  G.  Jenkins, 

Peter  S.  Wyckoff, 

Wm.  S.  Haskell, 

G.  Yan  Cott, 

John  A.  Foster. 
Thaddeus  B.  Wakeman, 
Abraham  Moses, 

Geo.  W.  Warner, 
Joseph  T.  Mills, 
Nicholas  Yanslyck, 
John  W.  Latson, 

Jacob  Dubois, 
Frederick  T.  King, 

C.  H.  Rogers, 

John  F.  Gray,  * 

Edmund  P.  Barrow. 
Robert  Taylor, 
Ambrose  K.  Striker. 
John  A.  McSorley, 
Robert  H.  Shannon, 
Alfred  Mclntire, 
Redford  A.  Watkinson, 
Eugene  Lawrence, 
Francis  B.  Guest, 
Thomas  Pearson, 


Whose  terms  of  ofBee  have  expired. 

Wm.  Thompson, 
Kneeland  S.  Townsend, 
John  T.  Truesdale, 
Frederick  D.  Westbrook, 
Wm.  B.  Atkins, 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
Robert]W.  Andrews, 
Joseph|0/;Brown, 

J.  M.  Baldwin, 

H.  Brewster, 

Mathias  Banta, 

Chas.  J.  Bushnell, 
Richard  Busteed, 

Jas.  F.  Chamberlin, 
Jireh  Bull, 

Cornelius  Carnes, 

D.  J.  Chatfield, 

D.  F.  Curry, 

W.  F.  Clarke, 

D.  W.  Clarke, 

John  Drade, 

John  Doran, 

Wm.  H.  Doherty, 
Dudley  Field, 

Wm.  0.  Freeman, 

John  R.  Flanagan, 
Charles  Floyd, 

S.  W.  Corre, 

Richard  H.  Bishop, 

Geo.  L.  Taylor, 

Thomas  Walker, 
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Appointed.  Whose  terms  of  office  have  expired. 

Geo.  H.  Stevens,  Henry  D.  Townsend, 

Joseph  C.  Lawrence,  Thomas  Boese. 

S.  M.  HUSTED,  V 

HORATIO  REED,  /  Committee  on 

CHAS.  GANNON,  >  Salaries  and 

JOHN  G.  SEELY,  i  Offices. 

BENJ.  F.  PINCKNEY,  ) 


(Duplicate.) 

Board  of  Councilmen, 

July  12,  1855. 

On  Ayes  and  Noes, — Adopted. 

C.  T.  McCLENACHAN,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Salaries  and  Offices,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  annexed  report  from  the  Board  of  Council- 
men,  in  favor  of  appointing  sundry  persons  as  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Deeds,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  same 
and  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  alterations 
in  the  report  from  the  Board  of  Councilmen  ;  they  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  resolutions  attached  to  said 
report,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  reappointed  Commissioners  of  Deeds,  in  and 
fQr  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  : 
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William  Dodge, 

Spencer  H.  Cone, 

John  Anderson,  jr., 

Daniel  Seixas, 

Andrew  Kohler, 

James  P.  Hyatt, 

Gilbert  S.  Nixon, 

William  J.  Sinclair, 

Daniel  W.  Clark, 

C.  R.  Disoswav, 

William  Lee, 

Bernard  Casserly, 

Henry  C.  Banks, 

Thomas  S.  Sommers, 

John  M.  Devoy, 

Edward  P.  Clark, 

Samuel  T.  Webster, 

George  P.  Nelson, 

William  II.  Dusenbury, 

C.  H.  Dougherty, 
Frederick  R.  Lee, 

Phelix 


John  J.  Townsend, 
Edwin  F.  Corey, 
Lucius  Pitkin, 
Worthington  Romaine, 
Thomas  E.  Stewart, 
George  G.  Taylor, 
Mathias  Banta, 

Richard  Busteed, 
William  H,  Stogdill, 
John  Moody, 

Frederick  L.  Yultee, 
William  L.  Morris. 
John  Brown, 

William  Wordsworth, 
D.  Pheonix  Riker, 

R.  C.  Downing, 

H.  H.  Rice, 

Benedict  Lewis,  jr., 
William  Sinclair, 
Nathaniel  Jarvis,  jr., 
Thomas  Boese, 

Hart. 


Resolved ,  That  the  following  named  persons  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  of  Deeds,  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  place  of  the  persons 
whose  names  are  set  opposite  herein,  whose  terms  of  office 
have  expired : 


Appointed. 

Charles  E.  Patterson, 
JohnHoope, 

Milton  C.  Tracey, 


Whose  terms  of  office  have  expired. 

D.  A.  Fowler, 

Peter  L.  Fierty, 

John  T.  Hoffman, 
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Appointed. 

John  J.  Tindale, 
William  H.  Arnaux, 
George  W.  Stuyvesant, 
Richard  Scott, 

William  H.  Stansbury, 
Charles  K.  Smith, 
William  H.  Greene, 
Sargeant  V.  Bagley, 
Alex.  Eggleson, 
Stephen  R.  Pinckney, 
Jotham  Wilson,  sen’r, 
George  L.  Taylor, 
Charles  F.  Watts, 
Charles  Frazer, 

Edgar  M.  Crawford, 
James  M.  Flandreau, 
Washington  Murray, 
Henry  G.  Bronson, 

D.  C.  Nevin, 

Charles  A.  Wagnes, 
Wm.  C.  Freeman, 
James  Price, 

Hiram  Hunt, 

James  Sandford, 
Charles  H.  Smith, 

Wm.  E.  Westerfield, 
James  T.  Moulton, 

E.  Francis  Corey,  jr., 
J.  S.  Slauson, 

Edward  M.  Daniels, 
John  P.  Crosby, 


Whose  terms  of  office  hare  expired. 

R.  C.  Fellows, 

U.  D.  French, 

Royal  N.  Gaines, 
Benjamin  Galbraith, 
Dayton  Hobart, 

J.  S.  Halsey, 

Theodore  Hart, 

Ira  Floyd, 

George  Hagan, 

0.  E.  Westlake, 

John  S.  Peraz, 

John  W.  C.  Leveridge, 
Charles  F.  Lineback, 
John  McKibbin,  jr., 
Charles  A.  May, 

Henry  H.  Morange, 
Charles  D.  Meade, 
Theodore  Martine, 
Nehemiah  Miller, 

George  L.  Osgood, 

David  O’Keefe,  jr., 
Edmund  J.  Porter, 

J.  Ross  Postley, 

A.  A.  Phillips, 

George  T.  Rogers, 
Edward  N.  Rogers, 

Elias  L.  Smith, 

Wm.  Thompson, 
Kneeland  S.  Townsend, 
John  T.  Truesdale, 
Frederick  D.  Westbrook, 
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Appointed. 

Phillips  Phoenix. 

George  T.  Haws, 

James  G.  Jenkins, 
Peter  S.  Wyckoff, 

Wm.  S.  Haskell, 

G.  Yan  Cott, 

Thaddeus  B.  Wakeman, 
George  W.  Warner, 
Joseph  T.  Mills, 
Nicholas  Yan  Slyck, 
Augustus  H.  Walsh, 
Jacob  Dubois, 

Frederick  T.  King, 
John  F.  Gray, 

Edmund  P.  Barrow, 
Robert  Taylor, 

Ambrose  Striker, 

Peter  Masterson, 
Robert  H.  Shannon, 
Alfred  McIntyre, 
Redford  A.  Watkinson, 
Eugene  Lawrence, 
Francis  B.  Guest, 
Thomas  Pearson, 
George  H.  Stevens, 
Joseph  C.  Lawrence, 


Whose  terms  of  office  hare  expired. 

Wm.  B.  Aitkin, 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
Robert  W.  Andrews, 
Joseph  0.  Brown, 

J.  M.  Baldwin, 

H.  Brewster, 

Charles  J.  Bushnell, 
James  F.  Chamberlain, 
Jireh  Bull, 

Cornelius  Carnes, 

D.  J.  Chatfield, 

D.  F.  Curry, 

W.  F.  Clark, 

John  Drake, 

John  Doran, 

W.  H.  Doherty, 

Dudley  Field, 

Wm.  P.  Freeman, 

John  R.  Flanagan, 
Charles  Floyd, 

S.  W.  Corre, 

Richard  H.  Bishop, 

Geo.  L.  Taylor, 

Thomas  Walker, 

Henry  D.  Townsend, 
Daniel  B.  Taylor. 


HENRY  HOFFMIRE, )  Committee 
JOHN  H.  BRIGGS,  Von  Salaries 
W.  B.  DRAKE,  )  and  Offices, 


DOCUMENT  No.  31. 

BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  3,  1855. 


The  following  semi-annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police, 
for  the  six  months  from  January  1st,  1855,  to  June  30th, 
1855,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 


0.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 
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REPORT 


Made  by  the  captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts,  to  the  Chief  of  Police,  of 
persons  apprehended  for  Felonies,  Misdemeanors,  and  other  offences,  from  the 
first  day  of  January  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1855,  inclusive. 


OFFENCES. 

j  January. 

j  February 

W 

< 

s 

<1 

S 

1 

|  TOTAL. 

Arson 

3 

4 

2 

5 

2 

16 

109 

20 

12 

13 

21 

16 

27 

256 

13 

7 

281 

228 

245 

2 

258 

289 

1557 

20 

56 

11 

6 

3 

'  io 

10 

11 

12 

6 

] 

2 

9 

17 

14 

2 

49 

1 

1 

3 

7 

29 

12 

1 

21 

2 

18 

35 

19 

6 

134 

6 

26 

37 

33 

53 

"i9 

!  37 

20 

199 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

1 

.... 

1 

6 

Constructive  larceny . . . 

1 

'  1 

3 

5 

Disorderly  conduct  •  *  *  ,  . .  .. 

501 

327 

606 

1 

541 

628 

542 

1 

3145 

Deserters  .  . . 

2 

2 

6 

Driving  without  License. . . 

1 

Embezzlement . . . 

3 

1 

2 

3 

7 

16 

Escaped  convicts . 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

*  2 

18 

Forgery  . . * . 

5 

3 

5 

3 

5 

21 

Felony . . . . . . . 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

"j 

17 

5 

2 

4 

2 

3 

i 

17 

Fighting  in  the  streets . 

97 

55 

90 

84 

111 

130 

567 

Grand  Larceny . . . 

65 

58 

85 

63 

61 

79 

411 

Gambling . . . 

25 

23 

24 

27 

20 

13 

132 

Insanity . 

33 

35 

26 

45 

42 

35 

216 

Intoxication . . . 

970 

909 

1128 

1315 

1358 

1267 

6937 

Intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct . 

513 

381 

488 

539 

641 

618 

3180 

Indecent  exposure  of  person . . . . 

10 

5 

7 

6 

13 

1 

6 

47 

Insulting  females  in  the  street. * . . ,  . 

3 

1 

8 

2 

7 

22 

Keeping  disorderly  houses . 

9 

14 

15 

12 

11 

6 

67 

113 

63 

80 

37 

28 

35 

1 

356 

Murder . . . * 

6 

1 

2 

8 

18 

4 

3 

9 

"’8 

5 

6 

35 

Petit  Larceny . . . . 

462 

348 

452 

393 

462 

436 

2553 

Pickpockets . . . . 

24 

20 

33 

18 

23 

20 

138 

Passing  counterfeit  money. . . 

17 

4 

14 

12 

1 

:  17 

18 

82 

1 

2 

Kane  ^ 

:::: 

2 

2 

Robbery  in  first  degree . . . 

13 

3 

12 

4 

•i  8 

4 

44 

Receiving  stolen  goods. . . 

9 

5 

12 

6 

;  14 

9 

55 

Runaway  apprentices  . . . 

3 

4 

2 

•1  8 

3 

16 

Selling  spirituous  liquors  without  license . 

Selling  lottery  policies^  &c. . . . 

16 

3 

27 

14 

37 

6 

7 

!  7 

3 

1 

93 

28 

Threatening  life . 

2 

4 

3 

8 

5 

4 

27 

Violation  of  Corporation  ordinances . . . . . 

110 

62 

76 

87 

'  139 

103 

577 

V  agrancy . . . . . 

336 

219 

366 

1  231 

j  328 

30C 

1782 

Total . 

3744 

2920 

3924 

,13831 

.'4352 

4649 

22820 

REPORT 

Made  by  the  Sergeants  of  the  several  Squads  to  the  Chief  of  Police,  showing 
the  number  of  persons  apprehended  by  each  Squad,  for  Felonies,  Misdemeanors, 
and  other  offences,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1855,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  1855,  inclusive. 


Arson . 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill . . 

Assault  and  Battery . 

Assaulting  Policemen . 

Abandonment . 

Aiding  and  assisting  to  escape. . 

Attempt  at  Rape . . 

“  to  Steal . 

“  at  Burglary . 

Burglary . : . 


Bastardy . . . 

Constructive  Larceny . 

Disorderly  Conduct . 

Deserters . 

Driving  without  license . 

Embezzlement . 

Escaped  Convicts . 

Forgery . 

Felony . 

Fraud . . 

Fighting  in  the  street . . 

Grand  Larceny . 

Gambling . . . 

Insanity . 

Intoxication . 

Intoxication  and  disor.  conduct. . 

Indecent  exposure  of  person . 

Insulting  females  in  the  street, . . 

Keeping  Disorderly  Houses . 

Miscellaneous  Misdemeanors. . . . 

Murder . . 

Obt’g  goods  under  false  pret . 

Petit  Larceny . 


Larceny . 

Pickpockets. . 

Passing  counterfeit  money . 

Perjury . 

Rape . 

Robbery  in  the  first  degree . 

Receiving  stolen  goods . 

Runaway  Apprentices . 

Sel’g  sp’s  liq’r  without  license. . . 

Selling  lottery  policies,  &c . 

Threatening  life . 

Violation  of  Corp.  ordinances _ 

Vagrancy . . 


Totals . . . Ill 


<5 

I 

i 

a 

fp 

I 

1* 

|  Sgt.  Roche,  Sqd.  1). 

1 

j5 

d 

1 

I 

1 

i 

£ 

1 

1 

[  Sgt.  McKinney,  Sqd.  0. 

« 

1 

f 

s 

I 

I 

►4 

g 

H 

j 

1 

2 

i 

] 

5 

12 

i 

io 

1 

341 

376 

2 

2 

3 

535 

2si 

1562 

1 

2 

3 

i 

1 

43 

23 

5 

45 

13 

131 

i 

4 

5 

2 

3 

27 

24 

54 

10 

12 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

3 

19 

1 

2 

i 

46 

2 

49 

2 

1 

2 

1 

49 

*75 

!  4 

15 

91 

97 

357 

i 

8 

4 

i 

2 

17 

1 

'  5 

4 

1 

2 

12 

i 

1 

20 

4 

2 

17 

45 

5 

2 

1 

8 

8 

2 

7 

4 

83 

32 

1 

17 

21 

117 

6 

7 

39 

3 

55 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

15 

1 

32 

1 

4 

4 

19 

1 

j 

1 

4 

5 

9 

30 

3 

31 

78 

41 

6 

8 

17 

10 

55 

12 

8 

12 

169 

1 

1 

1 

13 

16 

4 

8 

18 

62 

17 

5 

1 

51 

26 

id 

19 

19 

2 

39 

24 

230 

3 

6 

2 

2 

7 

1 

4 

5 

1 

41 

7 

3 

2 

12 

6 

5 

1 

2 

2 

16 

3 

3 

4 

14 

1 

1 

2 

5 

9 

7 

11 

5 

2 

7 

33 

2 

2 

19 

1 

20 

15 

4 

2 

8 

30 

62 

37 

2 

360 

12 

10 

487 

1 

6 

21 

112 

1 

2 

59 

259 

97 

114 

26 

678 

753112 

505 

677|4004 
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(Doc.  No.  82 


REPORT 

Made  by  the  captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts  to 
the  Chief  of  Police,  of  the  number  and  description  of 
offences  committed  against  property  in  each  district, 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  1855,  to  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  1855,  both  inclusive. 


Districts. 

- - -  1 

Arson. 

Attempt  at  burglary. 

Attempt  to  steal. 

Burglary. 

Constructive  larceny. 

Embezzlement. 

Forgery. 

1 

£ 

Felony. 

False  pretence. 

j  Grand  larceny. 

|  Gambling. 

Petit  larceny 

J  Pickpockets. 

|  Passing  coun.  money. 

|  Robbery,  1st  degree. 

|  Receiving  stolen  goods. 

TOTAL. 

1 

1 

3 

19 

1 

2! 

4 

63 

162 

;  10 

3 

2 

4 

274 

2 

*i 

9 

10 

3 

9 

*3 

5 

45 

134 

i  16 

3 

2 

4 

244 

8 

l 

4 

22 

. . 

2 

1! 

*4 

86 

199 

!  19 

8 

1 

347 

4 

18 

19 

i 

41 

252 

i  29 

2 

*7 

3 

372 

5 

3 

13 

18 

’i 

*i 

40 

*  *4 

121 

11 

1 

2 

2 

217 

6 

1 

l 

2 

11 

l 

l 

36 

15 

145 

32 

3 

20 

268 

7 

1 

l 

3 

9 

1 

2 

l 

25 

4 

147 

3 

2 

*3 

202 

8 

2 

1 

11 

1 

37 

9 

103 

3 

3 

2 

6 

178 

9 

1 

18 

1 

*i 

28 

93 

7 

3 

3 

1 

156 

10 

*i 

5 

27 

2 

28 

*15 

71 

5 

4 

1 

1 

160 

11 

i 

*4 

3 

9 

4 

26 

23 

120 

4 

9 

1 

5 

209 

12 

1 

5 

13 

6 

10 

2 

2 

39 

18 

11 

8 

8j 

2 

57 

1 

*3 

1 

*4 

95 

14 

i 

8 

l 

2 

22! 

1 

100 

12 

5 

3 

155 

15 

4 

22 

23 

*i 

*i 

3 

361 

39 

4 

133 

16 

i 

1 

3 

21 

2 

1 

13! 

76 

*5 

123 

17 

1  12 

32 

!  5 

31 

123 

8 

2 

2 

215 

18 

|  10 

'  39 

1 

1 

1*2 

37! 

*27 

107 

6 

1 

4 

*2 

237 

19 

9 

i 

1 

10 

8 

42 

1 

1 

4 

77 

20 

'  2 

1 

j  3 

;  28 

1 

S  2 

19 

78 

*  *2 

5 

1 

142 

21 

l 

27 

** 

2 

13 

84 

2 

12 

*5 

146 

22 

5 

1 

** 

13 

I"1 

29 

2 

*i 

1 

53 

S 

1 19 125 

.378 

3 

13 

15 

11 

!  6  32 

670 115 

2292 

174 

74 

5551 

4042 
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REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  captains  of  the  several 
patrol  districts,  of  violations  of  city  ordinances,  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  1855,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  1855,  inclusive,  which  were  sent  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Attorney  for  prosecution. 


NATURE  OF  OFFENCES. 

January. 

February. 

X 

< 

§ 

1 

< 

S 

June. 

TOTAL. 

In  relation  to 

Ashes  in  street .  . 

43 

27 

3 

73 

Articles  over  side-walks  . . . 

34 

1 

4 

3 

1 

43 

Awnings  and  sheds . 

118 

20 

*13 

1 

152 

Carts..  . 

109 

5 

15 

’*7 

29 

*  *2 

167 

Croton  Water . 

30 

35 

24 

6 

3 

8 

106 

Docks  and  Slips . 

1 

5 

3 

5 

2 

3 

19 

Encumbering  side-walks  . . . 

1059 

82 

57 

56 

17 

25 

1296 

“  streets . 

200 

9 

8 

20 

9 

15 

261 

Fast  driving . 

5 

5 

Fire  apparatus  on  side-walks 

4 

16 

1 

1 

22 

Garbage  and  rubbish  in  sts. 

10 

11 

*  *2 

1 

5 

’*5 

34 

Hacks . 

9 

2 

1 

12 

Ice  and  snow . 

384 

228 

3 

615 

Miscellaneous . 

35 

11 

7 

10 

4 

1 

68 

Spoon d -hand  dealers. . . . 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Signs . 

344 

32 

*27 

8 

19 

430 

Sinks . . . 

8 

8 

Stages . 

5 

1 

6 

Yault  grates . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

W  agons . 

37 

13 

8 

1 

4 

"3 

66 

Total.. . 

2430 

508 

173 

121 

99 

63 

3394 

7 


(Doc.  No.  32 


RECAPITULATION, 

Showing  the  number  of  violations  of  Corporation  Ordinances,  as  reported  by  the 
captains  of  the  several  Districts,  &c. 


Chief’s  Office. 

First . 

Second . 

Third . 

Fourth . 

Fifth . 

Sixth . 

Seventh . 

Eighth . 

Ninth . 

Tenth . 

Eleventh . 

Twelfth . 

Thirteenth . . 
Fourteenth.. 

Fifteenth _ 

Sixteenth . . . 
Seventeenth 
Eighteenth.. . . 
Nineteenth. . . . 
Twentieth. .... 
Twenty-first.. . 
Twenty-second 


Total, .  73  43 


g 

H 

12 

111 

204 

97 

435 

46 

12 

230 


Doc.  No.  S2.) 
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REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  captains  of  the  several 
patrol  districts,  exhibiting  the  following  miscellaneous 
transactions,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  18.55,  to  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  1855,  inclusive: 


Districts. 

Persons  Lodged. 

Lost  Children  restored  j| 

Sick  and  injured  aided. 

1  Rescued  from  drowning 

Fires  extinguished. 

Stores  and  Dwellings 
found  open  and  secured. 

Cattle  astray,  restored.  |j 

Horses  astray,  restored.  Jj 

Money  and  property 

taken  from  lodgers  and 

drunken  persons  and 

restored. 

1st 

3,948 

30 

14! 

121 

7 

$1,475  31 

2d 

2,646 

27 

‘*25 

41 

267 

.  .  . 

5 

2,403  46 

3d 

1,152 

12 

9 

1 

13 

2 

2,461  32 

4th 

3,026 

110 

8 

“8* 

50 

12 

4,435  29 

5th 

2,426 

58 

“io 

2 

!  4 

9 

8 

896  03 

6th 

2,026 

41 

18 

!  21 

6 

4,694  82 

Tth 

2*042 

62 

5 

6 

!  7 

:  26 

2 

1,679  71 

8th 

1,434 

69 

26 

13 

10 

47 

*17 

258  00 

9th 

617 

135 

4 

1 

!  3 

j  17 

14 

6,516  02 

10  th 

2,357 

70 

19 

2 

1;  33 

14 

2,000  00 

11th 

113 

118 

9 

*  *3 

18 

4 

i 

4 

186  36 

12th 

498 ! 

307  16 

13th 

753 

98 

9 

1 

12 

1 

1,121  42 

14th 

2,670 

123 

16 

6 

;  35 

. . . 

*18 

2,413  27 

15th 

1,974 

84 

30 

!  78 

*17 

582  22 

16th 

1,927 

75 

35 

... 

5 

!  20 

*30 

308  35 

17th 

2,566 

270 

11 

3 

!  5 

*6 

2,108  82 

18th 

22 

195 

9 

5 

1  16 

15 

455  59 

19th 

927 

30 

15 

2 

2 

3 

52  11 

20th 

574 

360 

31 

*23 

409  41 

21st 

1,255 

200 

12 

2 

!  18 

6 

15 

1,519  68 

22d 

267 

85 

17 

7 

!  1 

2 

2 

15  00 

35,230 

2252 

310 

53 

82 

1  795 

9 

221 

$36,299  35 

*  Cattle  and  horse?. 


9 


(Doe.  No.  32 


REPORT 

Showing  the  number  of  days  lost  by  sickness,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  days  absent  from  service,  without  leave,  in  the 
several  patrol  districts,  from  January  1st,  1855,  to  June 
30th,  1855,  both  inclusive  ;  and  also  the  number  of  days 
for  which  pay  was  allowed. 


DISTRICTS. 

Lost  by 
sickness. 

tS 

Without 

leave. 

1 

JN  umber  oi 

Men  in  each 

District.  1 

First . 

879 

316 

13| 

8 

63 

Second . 

486 

265 1 

19 

18! 

47 

Third . 

274 

1781 

32 

3 

51 

Fourth . 

319 

220 

7 

4 

57 

Fifth . . . 

4491 

4101 

33i 

30 

57 

Sixth . . . 

340" 

266 

26| 

14! 

60 

Seventh . 

389 

295 

7 

4! 

65 

Eighth . 

300a 

220 

41! 

28 

58 

Ninth . 

343a 

3241 

41 

29 

55 

Tenth . 

221 

212 

441 

231 

50 

Eleventh . 

362 

258 

241 

15 1 

50 

Twelfth . 

108 

981 

51 

31 

34 

Thirteenth . 

507 

4281 

201 

20 

50* 

Fourteenth . 

304s 

234 

1 

52 

Fifteenth . 

79 

761 

10 

*9* 

46 

Sixteenth . 

195a 

185 

12 

HI 

55 

Seventeenth . 

412a 

3841 

40 

40 

55 

Eighteenth . 

2591 

2021 

35 

28 

50 

Nineteenth . 

5341 

439 

47! 

39 

52 

Twentieth . 

3111 

2561 

9 

3 

58 

Twenty-first . 

1571 

1361 

201 

91 

50 

Twenty-sedOnd. . 

3241 

2311 

10 

5 

50 

Total . 

7,057; 

5,637 

501 1 

347 

1,165 

Averaging  a  loss  to  the  Department  of  the  services  of  forty-one  and  one-half 
man  per  day.  The  average  of  loss  from  January  1st  to’December  31st,  1854,  wa» 
forty  and  two-ninths  men  per  day . 
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VACANCIES 

ON  THE  1ST  DAY  OP  JULY,  1855. 

In  the  First  Patrol  District, .  1 

“  “  Third  “  1 

“  “  Seventh  “  3 

“  “  Thirteenth  “  1 

“  “  Twenty-first  “  1 

“  “  Twenty-second  “  1 

Total, . . . . . 8 


EFFECTIVE  FORCE 
ON  THE  1ST  DAY  OP  JULY,  1855. 

Captains, . 22 

Lieutenants, .  44 

Sergeants, . .  88 

Policemen, .  953 

Total, . 1107 


11 
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STATEMENT. 

Showing  the  number  of  Policemen  detailed  for  Special  Duty, 
on  the  ls£  day  of  July ,  1855,  to  wit: 

Alms-house, .  1 

Carts, .  7 

Commissioners  of  Emigration, .  1 

Court  of  Sessions, . 11 

Detectives, .  9 

Docks  and  Markets, .  25 

Dog  Pound, . , . .  2 

Drill  Sergeants, . 2 

Emigration, .  9 

Ferries,.... .  5 

General  patrol, .  4 

Hacks  and  railroad  depots, .  10 

Inspector  of  pawnbrokers, .  1 

Junk  shops,  2d-hand  dealers  and  intelligence  offices,.  5 

Juvenile  Asylum, . . 2 

Mayor’s  Office, .  1 

Merchants’  Exchange, .  1 

Night  men,  Chiefs  Office, .  2 

Parks  and  places, .  4 

Physicians, .  6 

Post  Office, .  1 

Police  Courts, . 23 

Regulating  stages, . 26 

Steamboats, . 2 

Special  duty, .  6 


Doe.  No.  32.)  12 


Scriveners, . . . 

Telegraph  operators, 
Wall  street, . . 

Total,  . . . 


4 

2 

1 

173 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 

Chief  of  Police  • 


REPORT 


OP 

THE  COMPTROLLE 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


OF  THE 


Carpntora  at  %  €x\a  of  fleto 

FROM  JULY  1st,  1854  to  JUNE  30th,  1855, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


RECEIPTS  AND  INVESTMENTS 

OF  THE 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND, 

DURING  THE  SAME  PERIOD. 


NEW  YORK: 

McSPEDON  &  BAKER,  PRINTERS  TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL, 

1855. 


IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

September  3d,  1855. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
of  the  City  Government,  for  twelve  months  preceding  the  1st  of  July,  1855, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Comptroller. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 


Department  of  Finance, 
Comptroller's  Office,  City  of  New  York, 
July  31,  1855. 

To  the  Common  Council : 

The  twentieth  section  of  the  charter  of  1830,  provides  as  follows: 

“  Sec.  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council  to  publish, 
two  months  before  the  annual  election  of  the  charter  officers  in  each 
year,  for  the  general  information  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  a  full 
and  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  during  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  the  month  in  which 
said  publication  is  made;  and  in  every  such  statement,  the  different 
sources  of  city  revenue,  and  the  amounts  received  from  each;  the  sev¬ 
eral  appropriations  made  by  the  Common  Council;  the  objects  for 
which  the  same  were  made,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  expended  under 
each;  the  moneys  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation;  the 
authority  under  which  each  loan  was  made,  and  the  terms  on  which 
the  same  was  obtained,  shall  be  clearly  and  particularly  specified.” 

This  report  is  intended  to  embrace  the  financial  operations  of  the 
city  government  for  twelve  months,  commencing  on  the  first  of 
July,  1854,  and  extending  to  the  first  of  July,  1855;  thus  covering  six 
months  of  the  year  1854,  and  the  same  number  of  months  of  1855. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  city  government  may  be  classified 
as  follows  : 

1.  The  ordinary  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  city  govern- 
ernment,  which  are  paid  almost  entirely  by  an  annual  tax. 

2.  The  receipts  and  expenditures,  on  account  of  the  city  debt. 
These  embrace  the  revenue  arising  from  water  rents  of  the  Croton 
Aqueduct,  and  all  revenues  from  the  rents  of  piers,  markets,  and 
public  property  of  every  description,  with  interest  on  mortgages  for 
sales  of  real  estate,  &c. 
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3.  The  receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  assessments  and 
awards  in  opening  streets;  assessments  for  regulating,  grading,  flag¬ 
ging  and  paving  streets;  for  filling  sunken  lots,  &c.  These  are  called 
“  Trust  Funds.’'  Included  in  the  table  of  “  Trust  Funds”  are  the 
several  sums  raised  annually,  by  tax,  for  the  State  Mill  Tax,  for  the 
Common  Schools  of  the  state,  for  the  Common  Schools  of  this  city,  and 
for  the  payment  of  certain  debts  created  for  the  erection  and  repairs  of 
public  buildings.  There  is  included  in  the  tax  levy  of  1855,  for  the  ob¬ 
jects  above  enumerated,  the  total  sum,  $1,477,61877;  (see  table  No.  4.) 
And  there  is  embraced  in  the  expenditure  for  twelve  months  preced¬ 
ing  the  first  of  July  last,  for  these  objects,  (table  No.  2,)  the  sum  of 
$1,346,059  54,  which  was  paid  on  account  of  state  tax  in  1854. 

4.  The  receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  Revenue  Bonds.  Reve¬ 
nue  Bonds  are  issued,  and  a  temporary  debt  is  thus  created,  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  annual  taxes.  This  mode  of 
supporting  the  government  by  borrowing,  until  the  taxes  can  be 
collected,  is  provided  for  in  each  ordinance  making  the  annual  appro¬ 
priations,  as  follows: 

“§  5.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  in  anticipation  of  its  reve¬ 
nues,  and  not  to  exceed  in  amount  such  revenues,  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  expenditures  under  the  appropriations  for  the 
current  year.” 

Under  this  ordinance,  the  Comptroller  has  borrowed,  on  Revenue 
Bonds,  since  the  first  of  January  last,  the  sum  of  $4,716,100,  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  tax  which  will  be  ready  for  collection  on  the  first  of 
September,  and  from  which  the  Revenue  Bonds  will  be  reimbursed  as 
they  fall  due.  It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  table  No.  10,  that  the 
city  has  paid  off,  in  the  twelve  months  preceding  fir'st  of  July,  $974,850 
of  the  Revenue  Bonds  of  1853,  and  $3,757,429  of  those  of  1854;  thus 
canceling  $4,732,279  of  this  temporary  debt. 

The  charter  of  1830  limits  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  in  any  one  year, 
to  the  revenues  of  that  year.  The  19th  section  of  the  charter  is  as 
follows: 


T 
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“  §  19.  The  Common  Council  shall  not  have  authority  to  borrow 
any  sums  of  money  whatever,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  except 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year  in  which  such  loan  shall  be 
made,  unless  authorized  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature.  ” 

The  Revenue  Bonds  are  based  on  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
annual  taxes,  and  hence  the  tax  levy,  which  approaches  six  millions  of 
dollars,  establishes  a  very  broad  basis  for  borrowing. 

It  is  obvious,  from  the  preceding  explanation,  that  if  we  take  the 
total  sum  paid  out  in  twelve  months,  on  account  of  the  expenses  of 
the  city,  as  shown  in  table  No.  1,  ($4,157,057  39,)  and  add  to  it  the 
amount  paid  for  the  redemption  of  Revenue  Bonds,  as  shown  in  state¬ 
ment  No.  10,  ($4,732,279,)  we  create  a  very  erroneous  impression  as 
to  the  cost  of  the  city  government.  The  expenses  of  the  city  proper, 
as  shown  in  table  No.  1,  are  paid  indiscriminately,  from  moneys  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  issue  of  Revenue  Bonds,  and  those  coming  into  the 
treasury  from  taxation.  The  Comptroller,  for  example,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1854,  makes  up  an  estimate  of  $5,800,000,  for  the  support  of  the 
government  for  the  calendar  year  of  1855.  The  provisions  of  the  tax 
laws  require  about  eight  months  of  the  calendar  year  before  the  taxes 
begin  to  come  in,  and  nine  or  ten  months  before  very  large  sums  are 
received;  hence  the  necessity  of  using  Revenue  Bonds  to  anticipate  a 
large  portion  of  the  $5,800,000  which  will  begin  to  come  into  the 
treasury  in  September,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  which  will  not 
be  realized  by  the  payment  of  taxes,  during  the  calendar  year.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1854,  there  was  in  arrear  $548,105  53,  of  the 
sum  levied  in  the  preceding  July. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  calendar  year  of  1855,  when  the  year 
closes,  will  have  been  paid  by  about  $4,716,100,  procured  by  the  issue 
of  Revenue  Bonds,  as  before  stated,  and  about  $1,127,722  89,  derived 
from  the  payment  of  taxes. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  look  beyond  the  footings  of  table  No.  1  for 
the  extent  of  the  burdens  annually  borne  by  the  tax  payers.  Be¬ 
side  the  payments  on  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  city  government 
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of  $4,157,057  39,  as  shown  in  that  table,  the  following  sums,  in  ad¬ 
dition,  are  given  in  table  No.  2,  as  “Trust  Funds,”  but  which  sums 


are  also  derived  from  taxation,  viz  : 

State  Mill  Tax .  $318,941  63 

Common  Schools  for  State* .  124,904  43 

Common  Schools  for  City . 815,147  86 

To  pay  debt  for  Building  Loan  Stock .  50,000  00 

Total  . $1,308,993  92 


This  makes  a  total  of  $5,466,051  31,  expended  in  the  twelve  months 
preceding  July  1,  1855,  which  is  paid  by  taxation. 

APPROPRIATIONS,  EXPENDITURES  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Statement  No.  1,  shows  the  whole  amount  of  appropriations  for 
the  calendar  years  of  1854  and  1855;  also,  the  expenditures  for  six 
months  of  the  year  1854,  from  July  1st  to  December  31st;  and  six 
months  of  the  year  1855,  from  January  1st  to  July  1st;  also,  in  the 
last  column,  the  total  sums  expended  under  the  various  heads  for  the 
twelve  months  preceding  July  1st,  1855. 

Statement  No.  2,  shows  the  appropriations  made  in  1854  and  1855, 
on  account  of  Trust  Funds  and  Special  Accounts;  also,  the  sums  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  on  account  of  these  funds,  for  six  months  in  1854, 
and  six  months  in  1855,  and  the  total  expenditures  for  twelve  months 
preceding  July  1, 1855. 

This  table  embraces  the  large  sums  which  pass  through  the  treasury, 
by  borrowing  on  revenue  bonds,  in  anticipation  of  the  annual  tax,  and 
in  paying  these  bonds  when  the  tax  is  realized.  It  also  embraces  the 
sums  which  are  borrowed  on  what  are  denominated  Assessment  Bonds. 
These  bonds  are  issued  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tions  by  assessments  for  opening,  grading  and  paving  streets,  building 
sewers,  &c.  This  is  done  to  get  money,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  by  assessments,  to  enable  the  treasury  to  pay  the  contractor  on 
the  work,  as  soon  as  his  labor  is  done. 


*  The  amount  stated  in  table  No.  2  contain*  $87,000  not  raised  by  tax. 


(Doc.  No.  33. 


The  total  sum  which  has  passed  through  the  city  treasury,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  “  Trust  Funds,”  for  the  twelve  months  preceding  the  1st  of 


July,  1855,  amounts  to  $9,378,213  84. 

Being  for  six  months  of  1854 .  $3,177,108  24 

And  for  six  months  of  1855 . .  6,201,105  60 


$9,378,213  84 


The  payments  on  account  of  awards  made  by  commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  opening  streets,  have 
been  very  large  within  the  last  six  months. 

The  awards,  in  opening  Canal  and  widening  Walker  street,  alone 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $544,148  69.  These  payments  are  intended 
to  be  balanced  by  an  equal  amount  assessed  on  premises  supposed  to 
be  benefited  by  the  opening  and  widening  of  the  streets.  The  time 
fixed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  opening  of  Canal 
and  Walker  streets,  was  the  1st  of  May,  1854,  from  which  time,  ordi¬ 
narily,  interest  would  have  been  chargeable  on  the  sums  assessed;  and 
four  months  thereafter  the  awards  would  have  been  payable,  with 
interest  on  the  amounts,  if  payments  were  not  then  made.  The  per¬ 
sons  opposed  to  the  opening  of  these  streets,  however,  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  delayed,  until  about  the  1st  of  April,  1855. 

The  question  then  arose,  whether  the  persons  assessed  should  pay 
interest  for  eleven  months  before  the  final  decision,  and  whether 
the  city  should  pay  interest  on  the  awards  for  eight  months  be¬ 
fore  it  had  possession  of  the  property.  It  was  finally  determined 
to  exact  interest  on  the  assessments,  only  from  the  1st  of  April,  1855,.. 
and  to  pay  the  awards  on  the  1st  of  May,  without  interest.  This 
rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Comptroller  to  make  a  special  loan  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  at  thirty  and  sixty  days,  at  an  interest  of 
seven  per  cent.  The  amount  of  interest  paid,  on  account  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  loan,  was  $5,580  82. 

In  the  mean  time  the  collectors  of  assessments  having  served  notices 
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on  persons  assessed,  a  large  number  of  them  paid  their  assessments, 
with  interest,  from  May  1, 1854.  This  interest  has  been  refunded  to 
them  on  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council. 

In  the  cases  of  “  Streets  Opening,”  by  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  city,  in  collecting  assessments,  and  in  paying 
awards,  acts  as  trustee  merely,  between  those  of  its  citizens  who  are 
supposed  to  be  benefited  and  those  who  are  believed  to  be  injured  by 
the  operation.  All  previous  costs  and  charges  are  included  in  the 
assessment;  and  the  government  should  not  exact  from  those  assessed 
a  larger  sum  than  is  needed  to  pay  the  awards. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  there  had  been  drawn  on  the  trea¬ 
sury,  to  pay  awards  on  Canal  and  Walker  streets,  the 

sum  of . . $507,015  80 

The  Collector  of  Assessments  had  received, 

to  same  date,  on  principal  of  assessments. $295, 504  00 
Interest  on  do .  2,799  06  $298,303  80 

Excess  of  payments  beyond  receipts . $208,712  00 


The  interest  on  the  unpaid  balance  of  $248,649,  from  April  1,  to 
August  21, 1855,  is  $6,819  12.  Add  amount  of  interest  collected,  as 
before  stated,  $2,799  06,  and  it  makes  a  total  of  $9,618  18. 

STREETS  PAVING, 

In  opening  streets,  the  regulating,  flagging,  putting  down  curb  and 
gutter,  and  the  first  paving  between  the  curb-stone,  are  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  the  cost  is  assessed  on  the 
property,  which  ought  to  be  benefited  to  the  amount  of  the  charge. 

The  sum  expended  for  these  objects,  and  paid  from  the  appropria¬ 
tion  for  “  Streets  Paving,”  amounts,  for  the  twelve  months  preceding 
the  1st  of  July,  to  $1,387,547  96. 

The  amount  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  during  the  same  pe¬ 
riod,  is  $747,568  94.  This  difference  has  been  provided  for  by  an  issue 
of  assessment  bonds.  The  amount  issued  during  the  twelve  months  pre- 
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ceding  the  1st  of  July,  1855,  is  $1,054,090.  There  has  been  paid,  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period,  $103,000.  leaving  the  balance  outstanding,  July 
1st,  1855,  $951,090. 

Statement  No.  3,  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  city 
government,  including  “  Trust  Funds,”  for  twelve  months  preceding 
July  1st,  1855. 

Statement  No.  4,  is  a  table  which  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  total  amount  included  in  the  tax  levy  for  a  series  of  six 
years.  This  statement  includes,  not  only  the  sums  raised  annually  by 
a  direct  tax,  on  account  of  the  various  objects  for  the  ordinary  support 
of  the  city  government,  but  also  the  large  sums  before  referred  to,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Free  School  system  of  the  city,  the  assessment 
on  account  of  the  State  School  system,  the  Mill  tax,  and  some  other 
items,  which,  in  the  accounts  of  the  Finance  Department,  are  mixed  up 
with  “  Trust  Accounts.”  Table  No.  4,  may,  therefore,  be  referred  to, 
as  an  exhibit  of  the  whole  sum  annually  levied  on  the  city,  by  a  tax 
on  real  and  personal  estates,  in  each  year,  from  1850  to  1855,  both  in¬ 
clusive. 

This  statement  will  not  show  the  exact  sum  expended  in  each  year, 
for  the  various  objects  enumerated  in  the  table,  but  is  a  close  approxi¬ 
mation  to  the  aggregate  sum,  included  in  the  tax  levy  of  each  year. 
For  example,  there  is,  in  1850,  standing  against  the  item  of  “  arrearages 
of  previous  year,”  the  sum  of  $290,000,  which  properly  belongs  to  the 
expenditures  of  1849.  In  1853,  the  tax  is  increased  $742,000,  by  an 
excess  of  expenditures  in  1852.  In  1854,  the  assessment  for  arrear¬ 
ages,  is  $123,000,  and  the  levy  of  1855,  has  in  it  the  sum  of  $481,000, 
which  arises  from  an  excess  of  expenditures  of  1854. 

Every  considerate  mind,  on  an  examination  of  the  footings  of  the 
massive  columns  of  this  table,  must  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  sums  annually  extorted  by  the  city  government  from  the 
savings  of  the  frugal  and  the  hard  earnings  of  labor,  if  not  alarmed  at 
the  unprecedented  increase  of  those  exactions  from  year  to  year. 

Extravagance,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,,  pervades  every  department 
of  the  municipal  government.  The  prevalent  theory,  that  the  greatness 
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and  glory  of  the  city  is  to  be  estimated  by  banquets  and  shows,  and 
wasteful  expenditures  of  means  not  earned  by  those  who  squander,  is 
an  error  which  must  be  corrected,  or  the  consequences  will  be  most 
disastrous  to  the  rising  hopes,  and  otherwise  fair  prospects  of  a  city, 
which,  if  honestly  and  justly  administered,  has  a  more  brilliant  future 
than  any  spot  on  the  globe. 

What  we  require,  is  a  thorough,  intelligent,  and  most  rigid  system 
of  retrenchment  and  persevering  economy.  A  government,  to  be  great 
and  prosperous,  must  be  frugal,  and  exercise  a  wise  economy  in  all  its 
expenditures.  The  government  does  not  earn  money,  but  is  supported 
by  the  earnings  of  its  citizens.  The  best  government  is  that  which 
gives  equal  protection  to  all,  and  consumes,  for  its  own  maintenance, 
the  smallest  amount  of  the  earnings  of  its  constituents.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  city  of  New  York  pay  willingly  and  liberally  for  every 
service  rendered  by  their  agents;  they  only  ask  a  fair  equivalent  for 
the  money  exacted  of  them,  and  this  they  have  a  right  to  demand. 

Statement  No.  5,  annexed  to  this  report,  shows  the  amount  of  rev¬ 
enue  received  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  city  debt;  the  sources  from  which  it  was  derived,  and  the 
application  of  the  same. 

This  statement  shows  a  balance  on  hand,  July  1st, 

1854,  of .  $54,313  17 

Received  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855,  (see 

statement  No.  5).. . .  1,124,148  62 

Total . $1,178,461  79 


Of  this  amount  there  has  been  invested  as  follows: 

Paid  for  City  Stock . $324,987  00 

“  City  Bonds .  810,000  00 

“  assessed  value  of  buildings  in 

Brooklyn . 20,090  58 

Refunded  on  account  of  sales  of  lots  in 

Central  park. . .  5,634  55 

Advertising  and  other  expenses .  4,738  07  1,165,450  20 

Cash,  balance  on  hand,  July  1, 1855 


$13,011  59 
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Statement  No.  6,  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1855,  on  account  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  City  Debt. 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  July  1, 1854,  was . $480,320  74 

The  receipts  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

Croton  Rents . $675,497  31 

Rents  on  Real  Estate .  326,092  82 

Revenue  Bonds .  600,000  00 

Invested  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages .  35,071  24 

Sundry  other  items,  (see  Statement  No.  6)  87,226  94  1,723,888  31 
Total . . . $2,204,209  05 

The  sum  paid  for  interest  for  the  year  is. .  $774,302  56 

Invested  in  Revenue  Bonds . 1,000,000  00 

Paid  for  sundry  items,  as  shown  in  No.  6. .  6,154  65  1,780,457  21 

Cash  balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1855 . .  $423,751  84 


The  receipts  for  the  Croton  Water  Rents,  in  the  preceding  state¬ 
ments,  exceed,  by  $78,714  32,  the  amount  paid  for  the  preceding 
year. 

In  the  it.em  of  “  Rents'  on  Real  Estate "  is  included  the  sum  of 
$171,055  43,  collected  on  account  of  pier  and  slip  rent;  which  is 
$15,890  more  than  was  collected  in  the  preceding  year,  and  is  $73,344 
more  than  was  realized  from  these  objects  in  the  year  1851.  The 
revenue  of  $171,055  43,  is  over  and  above  the  very  large  allow¬ 
ances  made  to  lessees  on  account  of  dredging  slips,  damage  on  ac¬ 
count  of  repairs,  and  interruptions  by  contractors,  &c.  These  amount 
to  not  less  than  $10,000  for  twelve  months. 

In  many  cases,  the  allowances  are  for  work  actually  done,  at  fair 
prices,  by  the  lessees,  and  in  such  cases,  the  city  gets  an  equivalent 
for  the  rebate  of  rent.  Whilst  the  actual  revenue  from  piers  and 
slips  has  increased  $73,344  in  the  last  twelve  months,  over  the  year 
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1851,  the  outlay,  for  the  construction  and  repairs  of  piers  and  slips,  is 
less,  by  $186,727  55,  than  the  expenditure  for  the  same  objects  in  the 
calendar  year  of  1851.  This  shows  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  last 
twelve  months,  when  compared  with  1851,  of  $260,071  55. 

Statement  No.  7,  shows  the  amount  of  the  permanent  City  Debt 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1855,  and  also  the  amount  of  stocks  and  other 
securities  held  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  this  debt. 

The  total  amount  of  debt  is . $14,000,856  00 

The  Commissioners  have  purchased,  from 
time  to  time,  and  hold,  as  an  investment, 
a  portion  of  the  identical  stock  which 

forms  part  of  this  debt,  equal  to . $4,465,076  00 

They  also  hold  bonds  and  mortgages  and 

other  securities,  equal  to .  905,397  95  5,370,473  95 

Debt  unprovided  for .  $8,630,382  05 


Statement  No  8,  shows  the  amount  of  debt  created  for  the  erection 
of  public  buildings,  the  construction  of  docks  and  slips,  &c.  The 
several  laws,  authorizing  this  debt  to  be  created,  make  provision  for 
its  reimbursement  by  annual  taxes,  generally  $50,000  in  each  year. 
The  present  amount  of  the  debt  is  $1,204,000. 

This  debt  has  been  increased  $150,000,  in  the  last  twelve  months, 
by  an  issue  of  Building  Loan  Stock  for  Firemen’s  Hall  and  Union 
and  Catharine  markets,  and  for  work-house  on  Blackwell’s  Island. 

If  the  debt,  payable  by  taxation,  is  added  to  the  balance  of  the 
stock  debt  unprovided  for  (.$8,630,382  05,)  it  makes  a  total  debt  equal 
to  $9,834,382  05. 

Statement  No.  9,  shows  the  stocks  and  securities  held  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  redemption  of  the  city 
debt,  July  1,  1855,  amounting,  together  with  balance  in  bank,  to 
$5,370,473  95. 
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Statement  No.  10,  shows  the  amount  of  revenue  bonds  issued  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1855,  amounting  to  $6,672,742;  also  the 
amount  of  bonds  paid  off  during  the  same  period,  $4,732,279.  The 
excess  of  issues  over  payments,  in  twelve  months,  being  $1,940,463. 

Statement  No.  11,  shows  the  amount  of  assessment  bonds  issued 
during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1855,  amounting  to  $1,054,090.  Also, 
'the  payment  of  $103,000.  Balance  outstanding,  $951,090. 

Statement  No.  12,  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account 
of  Building  Loan  Stock  No.  3. 

The  attention  of  the  Common  Council  is  respectfully  called  to  the 
operations  of  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  in  relation 
to  this  fund,  and  the  condition  of  the  treasury  growing  out  of  these 
operations.  In  November,  1853,  when  the  annual  estimates  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  1854,  were  made  up,  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup¬ 
plies  called  for  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  rebuilding  Catharine 
market,  and  $20,000  for  rebuilding  Union  market,  with  Eleventh 
Ward  Station-house.  (See  Doc.  17,  Assistant  Aid.,  p.  216,  1853.) 

In  that  estimate,  he  also  called  for  an  appropriation  of  five  hundred 
and  fifty-one  thousand  dollars  for  the  two  bureaux  of  “  Street  Ex¬ 
penses,”  and  “  Roads  and  Avenues;”  and  the  aggregate  for  the  year 
exceeded  $900,000. 

The  Comptroller  considered  this  a  most  extravagant  estimate,  and 
cut  it  down  to  $420,000.  The  Committee  on  Finance  added  $60,000 
for  repairs  and  supplies,  making  the  total  $480,000. 

At  that  time  there  was  authority  to  issue  $200,000  of  Building  Loan 
Stock,  of  which  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house  required  $95,000. 
The  treasury  had  also  advanced,  on  this  account,  for  finishing  the  new 
court  house  and  other  objects,  about  $24,000.  When  the  loan  for 
building  stock  was  made,  this  should  have  been  reimbursed  to  the 
treasury,  and  if  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  had  kept 
within  his  original  estimate  for  the  two  markets,  and  for  Firemen’s 
Hall,  there  would  have  been  no  embarrassment  to  the  treasury  or  to 
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those  who  performed  work  on  these  jobs,  as  clearly  appears  by  the 
following  figures: 

Amount’of  stock  to  be  issued .  $200,000 

Required  by  Governors  of  Alms-house . $95,000 

Estimate  of  Commissioner  for  Catharine  market..  25,000 
Do.  do.  for  Union  do.  ..  20,000 

Balance  due  Treasury .  24,000  $164,000 

Leaves  for  Firemen’s  Hall .  $36,000 

An  examination  of  statement  No.  12  shows  that  the  cost  of  Catha¬ 
rine  and  Union  markets  was  increased  from  $45,000  to  more  than 
$73,000,  and  the  contractor  is  pressing  for  $5,000  more  on  Union 
market,  and  instead  of  reimbursing  the  treasury,  it  is  now  minus  to 
the  amount  of  $26,277  15,  to  be  made  up  by  taxation. 

Statement  No.  13,  shows  the  operation  of  Building  Loan  Stock,  Nos. 
3  and  4.  The  sum  of  $40,000  was  borrowed  for  the  use  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Alms-house,  as  provided  by  chapter  313  of  the  laws  of  1854. 

Statements,  numbered  consecutively  from  14  to  37,  give,  in  mi¬ 
nute  detail,  the  sources  from  whence  the  Sinking  Fund  revenues  have 
been  derived,  for  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1855. 

A  comparison  of  the  footings  of  these  statements,  from  1853  to 
1855,  inclusive,  presents  the  following  results: 


SOURCES  OF  REVENUE. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

PTif.o.Tiprs’  Stands  . . 

$14,673 

57,039 

$14,703 

$15,147 

Market  Fees,  &c . 

59J69 

65,705 

Market  Cellars . 

11,732 

14,470 

15,883 

Bonds  and  Mortgages . 

133,705 

32,490 

27,761 

Commutation  of  \Yater  Lot  Rents . 

148,034 

14,925 

12,814 

33,801 

34,177 

3,760 

33,671 

Licenses  . . .  '  . 

Street  V aults . 

16,485 

10,108 

Croton 'Water  Rents  . 

570,941 

8,704 

1  13,742 

605,543 

675,497 

Fines  and  Penalties  . 

25,316 

8,756 

16,248 

10,378 

Justices’  Courts . 

Marine  Court . 

6,650 

564 

9,661 

Mayoralty  Fees . 

582 

402 

Rents  on  Real  Estate . . 

235,571 

68,508 

292,302 

72,425 

326,092 

29,797 

Tavern  and  Excise  Licenses . 

IT 
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Statement  No.  38,  is  a  table  showing  the  estimated  value  of  the 
several  markets,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  each.  The  total  for 
the  year  is  $96,737  54.  This  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of  $8,392; 
of  which  increase  $6,533  is  on  the  item  of  fees  from  hucksters,  fisher¬ 
men,  &c.,  $1,413  on  cellar  rents,  and  $414  on  butchers7  stands. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department,  (Doc.  12,)  the  total 
value  of  the  property  included  in  the  markets  is  $1,666,000.  In  the 
report  on  markets,  (Doc.  No.  41,  of  Aid.,  1854,)  it  was  computed  that 
the  total  expenditure  on  account  of  markets,  for  1853,  was  $44,017  72. 
Deduct  this  sum  from  the  revenue  given  in  table  No.  38,  $96,737  54, 
and  it  leaves  an  excess  of  $52,719  82.  In  this  estimate  no  allow¬ 
ance  is  made  for  the  grounds  and  buildings  invested  in  the  markets  by 


the  city  which,  at  seven  per  cent.,  amount  to . $81,620  00 

Deduct  from  this  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenses .  52,719  00 

And  it  shows  a  deficit  of . $28,901  00 


The  city  of  New  Orleans  derives  an  annual  revenue,  from  publicly 
farming  out  its  markets,  of  $200,000.  With  our  population,  and  the 
amount  of  capital  invested,  we  ought  to  derive  a  revenue  from  our 
markets,  of  $400,000  or  $500,000;  and  yet  the  city  government  drags 
along  under  a  load  of  nearly  six  millions  of  taxes,  without  even  an 
effort,  in  so  plain  a  case,  to  get  a  fair  revenue  from  the  property  in  its 
enstody. 

CARRIAGE  HIRE  FOR  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL- 

Statement  No.  39,  shows  the  sums  paid  on  account  of  carriage  hire 
for  the  Aldermen  and  Councilmen,  respectively,  for  the  last  half  of 
the  year  1854,  and  the  first  half  of  the  year  1855.  This  list  necessa¬ 
rily  embraces  several  members  who  do  not  belong  to  the  present  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

The  total  sura  paid  to  the  Aldermen,  for  twelve  months,  for 
carriage  hire,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  September,  1854,  t 
was . . . . . .  $1,171  00 


Total  for  the  year  ending  July  1, 1855 .  1,915  75 

Excess  of  carriage  hire  over  preceding  year. . .  $744  75 
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Assistant  Aldermen  of  1853,  and  Councilmen  for  six  months 

of  1854 . $1,328  50 

Expended  in  carriage  hire  by  Councilmen  for  last  twelve 
months .  5,661  50 

Excess  over  preceding  year . $4,333  00 

Add  excess  of  Aldermen . . .  744  75 

Total  excess  over  preceding  year . $5,077  75 

This  shows  an  alarming  increase  of  upward  of  two  hundred  per 
cent.,  in  carriage  hire  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  previous  and  present  Board  who 
have  not  rode  at  all  at  the  expense  of  their  constituents,  are  as  fol- 


*  Except  as  member  of  Special  Committee  on  rebuilding  Fordham  Bridge. 


’ 

Ward. 

Ward. 

A.  J.  Williamson,  Alderman 

2d 

Thomas  Christy,  Alderman,  16th  | 

Orison  Blunt, 

3d 

N.  C.  Ely,* 

17th  | 

Charles  Fox,  “ 

7th 

D.  D.  Lord,  “ 

18th 

Geo.  A.  Trowbridge,  “ 

10th 

Richard  Mott,  “ 

21st 

William  Chauncey,  “ 

15th 

The  names  of  the  Councilmen  who  have  had  no  carriage  hire 

are  as 

follows,  viz: 

Diet. 

Dist. 

Wm.  Young,  Councilmen.... 

..  4th 

O.  D.  Swan,  Councilman. . . 

.40th. 

W.  H.  Beam,  “ 

.  “ 

,  Edwin  J.  Brown,  “ 

.41st.  j 

John  A.  Kennedy,  “ 

..  9th 

J.  W.  Scott,  “ 

..  “ 

Peter  Crawford,  “ 

..18th 

J.  S.  Moore, 

..43d. 

David  Coleman,  “ 

“ 

S.  M.  Husted, 

.45th. 

T.  B.  Bidder,  “ 

..19th 

J.  W.  T.  Van  Riper,  “ 

.  .46th.  ' 

H.  P.  See,  “  .. 

..21st 

A.  Lambrecht,  “ 

..48  th. 

C.  S.  Cooper,  “ 

..23d 

Wm.  Truslow,  “ 

.  ,49th. 

Jonathan  Purdy,  “ 

..27th 

M.  J.  Earle,  “ 

.  ,54th. 

William  Taylor,  “ 

..28th 

W.  M.  Baxter, 

..56th. 

Thomas  Prentis,  “ 

..30th 

Fred'k  E.  Mather,  “ 

..57th, 

G.  M.  Radley, 

..31st 

B.  McCahill,  “  . . 

CO 

Wm.  Floyd,  “ 

..33d 

C.  C.  North,  “  .. 

..60th. 

W.  M.  Vermilye,  “ 

. .  39th 

1 
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The  Board  of  Councilmen,  many  of  whom  have  taken  a  lively  inter¬ 
est  in  having  the  publication  of  their  own  carriage  hire  before  their 
constituents  in  proper  shape,  have  passed  a  resolution  requiring  the 
Comptroller  to  state  the  sum  paid  for  carriage  hire  for  the  Mayor. 
The  total  sum  paid  in  six  'months,  from  January  1st  to  July  1st,  for 
carriage  hire,  for  the  Mayor,  is  $380.  A  copy  of  the  resolution 
is  appended  to  No.  39,  and  a  letter  from  the  Mayor  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  giving  assurance  that  the  carriages,  in  every  instance,  were 
used  by  the  Mayor  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  is  also 
appended. 

STATIONERY  FOR  THE  CORPORATION. 

In  the  report  of  expenditures  for  the  twelve  months,  ending  July  1, 
1854,  a  statement  was  given,  showing*  in  minute  detail,  the  various 
articles  of  stationery  used  in  the  several  departments  and  bureaux. 
The  exhibit  presented  evidence  of  want  of  care  and  economy  in  almost 
every  case;  extravagance  in  many  cases,  and  downright  profligacy  in 
:Some. 

The  incredulous,  on  these  points,  are  desired  to  re-examine  the  state¬ 
ment,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  a  few  copies  have  been  retained. 
The  detail  is  a  true  type  of  the  care  and  economy  displayed  by  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  the  money  of  their  con¬ 
stituents,  to  the  amount  of  some  six  or  eight  millions  of  dollars  an¬ 
nually. 

It  was  shown  in  the  report  corresponding  with  this,  for  1854,  page 
22,  of  Document  No.  54,  that  there  was  expended  for  stationery,  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1854  the  sum  of  $13,528  38;  and  for  the  twelve 
months  preceding  July  1,  1854,  it  was  $27,889  44. 

In  the  same  report,  it  was  stated,  that  “  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
checking  the  lavish  expenditures,  which  prevail  generally  in  the  use 
of  stationery,  would  be  to  purchase  the  leading  articles,  such  as  paper, 
&c.,  by  the  quantity;  and  then  have  a  faithful  clerk  to  take  charge  of 
the  stationery,  deliver  the  articles  thus  procured  to  the  departments, 
courts,  &c.,  and  keep  an  account  with  each,  for  the  articles  thus  de¬ 
livered.”  This  course  has  been  adopted,  and  the  result  for  six  months 
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is  a  saving  of  $5,879,  equal  to  $11,758  for  a  year;  or,  if  the  rent  of 
$200  for  a  room,  and  other  expenses  be  deducted,  the  saving  might  be 
reduced  to  $11,500. 

(See  Statement  JVo.  40.) 

The  stationery  delivered  on  the  requisitions  of  the  different  depart¬ 
ments,  for  six  months . . .  $4,034  16 

Blank  books  for  departments . .  . * .  3,660  40 

Actual  expenses  for  six  months . . .  $7,694  56 

Stationery  on  hand,  July  1st . . .  803  40 

$8,497  96 


Payments  have  been  made  during  this  year  on  stationery,  procured 
and  not  paid  for  in  1854,  and  for  books,  as  follows: 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co.,  balance  of  1854 .  $318  48 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co.,  do  1,236  30 

Do  do  353  85 

Books  for  Library . 126  25 

Banks,  Gould  &  Co.,  Law  Books . 1,253  38 

$3,288  86 


THE  TAXES  OF  1855  AND  1856. 

The  tax  levy  of  the  present  year  exceeds  that  of  1854,  by  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars.  This  increase  is  made  up  principally  on  the 
following  items,  viz: 

Alms-house . (increase) .  $186,450 

Common  Schools  of  the  City ...  do . 287,186 

Common  Schools  of  the  State. .  do .  50,161 

Commissioners  of  Records .  50,000 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum . . .  15,117 

State  Mill  Tax . 36,489 

$625,397 


- 
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This  shows  an  increase  of  taxes  in  a  single  year,  on  items  of  expen¬ 
diture  over  which  the  Common  Council  has  no  control,  equal  to 
$625,397;  and  if  the  deficiency  of  $198,000,  which  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  called  on  the  Common  Council  to  raise  in  December  lhst,  and 
of  $125,000  for  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house  had  also  been  added, 
the  increase  on  the  items  beyond  the  reach  of  the  action  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  would  have  been  swelled  to  the  sum  of  $948,000. 

This  is  stated,  not  as  a  reproach  to  any  department,  but  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  all. 

There  is  also  an  increase  of  taxation,  growing  out  of  expenditures 
on  the  following  items,  viz: 


Donations.... . $36,000 

Fire  Department .  20,000 

Interest  on  Revenue  Bonds .  64,000 

Do.  Assessment  do . 30,000 

Officers’ Fees .  5,000 

Police  Fire  Telegraph .  5,000 

Printing .  10,000 

Rents,  (occasioned  by  burning  City  Hall). . .  16,500 

Real  Estate  Expenses .  20,000 

Salaries . 72,000 


On  a  few  items  there  is  a  decrease  of  taxation.  On  Docks  and 
Slips,  the  law  relative  to  Harbor  Improvements  has  caused  a  curtail¬ 
ment  of  expenditures  for  this  year;  and,  as  $85,000  of  the  sum  raised 
in  1854  was  not  expended,  that  balance  was  re-appropriated,  and  only 
the  sum  of  $15,000  is  put  in  the  tax  levy  of  1855. 

There  is  in  the  tax  levy  of  1855,  one  item  of  $481,612  76,  for  ar¬ 
rearages  of  1854,  which  actually  belongs  to  the  expenditure  of  1854, 
and  not  to  the  year  in  which  the  levy  is  made. 

Of  this  sum,  $175,000  was  expended  in  cleaning  streets  in  1854, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  celebrated  Sanitary  Committee  of  eighty, 
and  the  derangement  of  the  contracts  on  which  the  estimate  for  the 
year  was  based,  and  also  the  sums  for  the  following  items,  viz: 
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Grading  Second  avenue . .  $83,557  30 

Fire  Department . 30,000  00* 

Repairs  and  Supplies .  51,154  93 

Roads  and  Avenues . . . .  10,000  00 

Salaries . 49,504  63 

Assessment  on  real  estate  of  city . 24,136  82^ 

Croton  Aqueduct,  Repairs  of  Dam'. .  . . . .  30,000  00' 

Rent  of  Offices,  occasioned  by  burning  of  New  City  Hall  5,955  00 

Coroners’  Fees .  4,625  44 

Donations .  3,150  00 

Croton  Water  Extension . . . .  5,000  00 

Printing .  8,924  05- 

County  Clerk’s  Office . 604  54 

$481,612  76- 


In  table  No.  1,  the  item  of  arrearages  is  distributed  to  the  various 
heads  to  which  they  belong. 

But  whilst  this  large  sum  is  raised  by  tax,  in  1855,  to  reimburse  the 
treasury  for  advances  made  in.  1854,  the  tax  levy  of  1855,  is  relieved 
from  the  sum  of  $320,000,  for  deficiencies  called  for  by  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  at  the  close  of  the- 
year  1854.  These  sums  will  probably  be  included  in  the  annual  esti¬ 
mates  of  those  departments,  in  November,  and  will  come  into  the  tax. 
levy  of  1856. 

There  is  another  large  item,  which  not  only  increases  with  the  actual 
growth  of  our  city,  but  is  expanded  by  all  the  imaginary  values  which 
get  into  the  assessment  rolls.  In  some  cases,  these  imaginary  values 
are  expunged  from  the  assessments  of  individuals,  by  the  Supervisors, 
after  the  tax  levy  is  made.  The  individual  may  be  justly  relieved,  but 
the  city  is  charged  and  pays  to  the  state  the  entire  tax,  on  ten  or  twen¬ 
ty  thousand  dollars,  from  which  the  individual  is  relieved,  and  the 
deficit  must  be  made  up  in  the  following  year,  from  those  who  are  not 
thus  relieved. 
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At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  an  act  passed,  for  collecting  a 
tax  for  the  support  of  the  state  government,  of  one  mill  and  a  quarter 
on  each  dollar  of  the  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property,  taxable 
in  the  state,  for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1855.  The  fiscal  year  of  this  city  corresponds  with  the  calendar  year, 
commencing  January  1st,  and  ending  December  31st,  in  each  year. 
Hence,  all  our  arrangements  for  the  tax  levy  of  1855,  are  made,  and 
the  tax  books  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  one  month  be¬ 
fore  the  general  tax  law  for  raising  a  mill  and  a  quarter,  takes  effect. 

The  assessment  of  a  mill  and  a  quarter,  even  on  the  valuation  of 
1855,  will  impose  upon  this  city,  the  sum  of  $608,747  84;  and  this  sum 
will  be  increased  as  the  assessment  is  increased.  We  have  the  certain 
result,  that,  without  any  increase  of  valuation,  the  tax  levy  of  1856, 
for  the  support  of  the  state  government  alone,  without  including  the 
levy  for  state  Common  Schools,  will  be  increased  in  1856,  at  least 
$262,000  over  the  tax  levy  for  the  same  object  the  present  year. 

The  Comptroller  has  already  been  notified,  that  the  levy  on  this  city, 
to  make  up  its  proportion  of  the  $800,000,  for  the  support  of  Free 
Schools  in  this  state,  will  be  $271,639  40,  which  is  $14,023  29,  more 
than  was  required  in  the  preceding  year.  Deducting  the  sum  appor¬ 
tioned  to  this  city,  of  the  $800,000,  estimated  at  $100,000,  and  it  leaves 
an  exaction  on  this  city,  unjust  and  unrighteous  in  all  its  bearings,  of 
$171,639  40. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  direct  tax  on  the  city,  for  state  purposes,  of 
about  seven  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  in  the  coming  year. 

Statement  No.  41,  shows  the  assessed  value  of  real  and  personal 
estate,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  years  1854  and  1855. 


The  total  valuation  of  Real  Estate  for  1855,  is . $336,975,866 

Personal  Estate .  .  135,531,282 

“  (non-residents) .  14,491,130 


Total  valuation. . . . . $486,998,278 
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RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

In  the  Annual  Report  from,  this  department,  in  February  last,  (Doc. 
12,  pages  67  to  88,)  lists  arc  given  of  the  amounts  of  assessments  con-, 
firmed  by  the  Common  Council,  in  the  years  1853  and  1854,  showing 
a  total  in  both  years,  of  $3,249,930  29,  (page  20,  Doc.  12.) 

The  collections,  on  account  of  these  assessments,  (Doc.  12,  page  21,) 


were,  in  1853 .  $760,599  87 

And  in  1854 . . .  515,047  43 

Total  in  two  years. . . .  $1,276,547  30 


Thus  showing  that  the  assessments,  confirmed  for  opening  streets, 
regulating  and  grading,  building  sewers,  filling  lots,  &c.,  &c.,  exceed¬ 
ed,  by  $1,973,382  99,  the  amounts  collected  in  the  two  years  for  those 
objects  of  expenditure.  These  lists  contained  the  large  sums  for 


widening  Beekman  street . . .  $242,820  00 

Fourth  avenue,  opening,  Thirty-eighth  to  One  hundred 

and  thirty-fifth  street .  219,050  00 

Canal  and  Walker  streets,  (payment  suspended  in  1854)  544,149  00 

Second  avenue,  regulating  and  grading. .  388,519  00 

Opening  Park  place,  (paid  in  full  in  1855) .  203,000  00 

Total . $1,597,538  00 


After  the  report  made  by  the  Comptroller  to  the  Board  of  Coun- 
cilmen,  (Doc.  No.  47,  dated  July  16, 1855,)  which  proves  that  in  the 
fall  of  1852,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  was  advanced  from  the 
treasury  to  Dr.  White,  City  Inspector,  to  be  expended  at  his  discre¬ 
tion,  in  filling  sunken  lots,  and  which  sum  has  not  been  accounted  for, 
or  placed  in  a  condition  to  be  returned  to  the  treasury ;  an  examina¬ 
tion  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  operation  on  the 
treasury,  of  making  advances  on  assessment  contracts,  and  of  collect¬ 
ing  to  reimburse  the  treasury. 

The  assessment  for  regulating  and  grading  Second  avenue, 
($388,481  74,)  was  confirmed  November  25, 1854.  There  was  levied 
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on  the  city,  and  paid  by  tax,  in  1854,  the  sum  of  $83,519  52,  leaving 
$304,962  22  to  be  collected  from  property  benefited.  Of  this  sum 
there  had  been  collected,  to  the  27 th  of  August,  1855, 


On  account  of  principal .  $111,163  60 

On  account  of  interest .  888  01 

Total .  $112,051  61 


The  treasury  having  paid  the  contractors  for  their  jobs  $304,962, 
and  the  present  Common  Council  having  paid  John  Pettigrew  $30,000 
for  interest,  (when  it  was  demonstrated  by  the  specifications  that  pay¬ 
ments  were  to  be  made  to  him  as  the  assessments  were  collected,) 
show  that  the  treasury  has  been  called  on  to  pay  $334,962,  and  after 
a  lapse  of  nine  months,  has  realized  $222,911  less  than  its  advances  to 
contractors;  and  this  great  difference  does  not  include  the  sum  of 
$83,515  raised  by  tax,  and  paid  for  the  same  work.  This  makes  a 
total  paid  by  the  treasury,  for  which  it  is  not  reimbursed,  of  $305,000. 
The  $83,515,  and  the  $30,000  of  interest,  is  a  direct  drain  on  the 
treasury  of  $113,515,  although  the  present  Common  Council  have 
paid  Mr.  Pettigrew  $30,000  for  interest,  the  amount  of  interest  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  treasury  to  the  27th  of  August  is  less  than  $1,000. 

The  treasury,  as  already  stated,  has  paid  about  $220,000  moref  or 
opening  Canal  and  Walker  streets  than  has  been  realized  from 
assessments. 

In  1852  or  1853,  for  the  special  accommodation  of  a  few  specula¬ 
tors  in  lots,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  take  the  lots  out  of  the  sale  of 
1853.  This  took  away  the  remedy  of  the  contractor,  who  was  to  be 
paid  as  the  assessments  were  collected;  and  he  demanded  his  pay,  and 
the  Common  Council  directed  payment  by  an  issue  of  assessment 
bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $21,000. 

At  the  end  of  nearly  three  years,  it  is  found  that  there  has  been 
paid  on  these  assessments  $15,207  60,  and  for  interest  $1,344  53; 
leaving  the  treasury  about  $6,000  in  arrear. 

A  job  of  grading  Eighty-sixth  street,  from  the  North  river  to 
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Bloomingdale  road,  was  commenced,  and  after  some  progress,  was 
suspended  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  was  directed  to  pay  the  contractor  $6,800  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
assessment  bonds.  This  I  consider  a  loss  to  the  treasury.  There 
are  numerous  cases  of  this  kind,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  a  large  portion  of  which  will  never 
be  realized,  and  other  portions  will  be  delayed  for  years,  or  hidden 
away  among  the  rubbish  of  some  of  the  departments,  and  share  the 
fate  of  the  $40,000  advanced  to  Dr.  White  in  1852. 

A  table  has  been  prepared,  and  is  annexed,  marked  No.  42,  which 
shows  the  amount  advanced  from  the  treasury  on  account  of  expendi¬ 
tures  for  sewers,  opening,  regulating,  grading  and  paving  streets  by 
assessment;  fencing  vacant  lots,  filling  sunken  lots,  by  the  Street  Com¬ 
missioner  and  the  City  Inspector;  wells  and  pumps,  <fcc.;  commencing 
in  1850,  and  ending  first  July,  1855.  This  statement  shows  the  start¬ 
ling  fact,  that  the  payments,  in  a  range  of  five  years,  exceed  the 
receipts  by  the  sum  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 


The  expenditures  for  streets  paving  alone  for  six 

years,  have  been .  $4,739,212  49 

Receipts  for  the  same  time .  3,566,200  79 

Excess  on  this  item . . .  $1,173,011  70 


In  1850, 1851  and  1852,  the  excess  of  expenditures  on 
this  item  was .  $124,285  58 


In  1853,  1854  and  six  months  of  1855,  the  excess  has 
been .  $1,048,726  12 


In  1854  alone,  the  expenditures  for  streets  paving  were  greater  by 
$676,000,  than  the  collections  fpr  the  same  time,  if  we  are  to  rely  on 
the  accounts  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

The  enormous  excess  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  paid  from  the  trea¬ 
sury  more  than  the  collections,  embraces  the  operations  of  only  five 
and  a  half  years,  from  1850  to  July  1st,  1855,  inclusive. 
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The  arrearages  on  assessments,  returned  to  the  clerk  of  Arrears  by 
the  Street  Department  in  1854,  covering  a  period  of  nineteen  years 
from  1834  to  1853,  is  only  $420,228.  There  are  the  arrearages  from 
1853  to  July  1st,  1855,  which  will  also  aid  in  the  payment  of  the  two  mil¬ 
lions  already  advanced  from  the  treasury,  and  there  are  several  large 
sums  of  this  character  as  shown  on  pages  24  and  25,  of  this  report. 
But  the  treasury  is  evidently  laboring  under  a  very  large  deficit  of 
receipts  on  account  of  assessments,  when  compared  with  the  sums  ad¬ 
vanced  from  the  treasury. 

A  still  graver  question  is  presented  by  this  table,  in  showing  that 
the  whole  amount  of  assessments,  , made  up  and  confirmed  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  in  six  years,  is  less  than  the  expenditures  for  the  same 
period  by  the  sum  of  $1,890,212. 

There  has  not  been  time  to  examine  and  verify  the  accuracy  of  this 
enormous  difference  between  the  amount  advanced  from  the  treasury, 
and  the  amount  of  assessments  made  up  and  confirmed  on  account  of 
the  work  for  which  the  city  has  paid.  That  the  difference  and  loss  to 
the  treasury  is  very  great,  the  facts  before  stated,  clearly  show,  but 
that  it  reaches  so  large  a  sum  seems  incredible. 

The  advances  under  the  70  per  cent,  ordinance;  the  heedless  pay¬ 
ment  of  large  sums  for  interest  and  damages,  without  any  provision 
for  reimbursing  the  treasury;  and  the  recklessness  in  making  contracts 
like  that  advertised  for  the  Tenth  avenue,  where  the  cost  would  be 
from  $150,000  to  $200,000,  more  than  could  be  assessed  on  the  prop¬ 
erty,  furnish  just  ground  for  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment,  and  anxiety  and  alarm  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  not  in  a 
position  to  elude  the  grasp  of  the  collector  of  taxes. 

By  reference  to  this  table,  it  will  also  be  seen,  that  under  the  year 
1852,  the  amount  expended  for  “  liens  on  lots,”  by  the  City  Inspector, 
was  $44,994  18. 

The  receipts,  on  account  of  assessments  for  “  Liens  on  Lots,”  is  em¬ 
braced  in  the  receipts  of  the  Street  Commissioner’s  account  of  “  Liens 
on  Lots.”  By  referring  to  the  table,  under  the  head  of  “  Total  Receipts 
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and  Expenditures,”  the  receipts  from  liens  on  lots,  on  the  account  of 
the  Street  Commissioner,  (including,  as  before  stated,  the  receipts  on 
account  of  the  City  Inspector.)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  excess  of  re¬ 
ceipts  over  expenditures  made  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  is 
$30,702,  48.  Deduct  this  from  the  total  expenditures  by  the  City  Inspec¬ 
tor,  $80,579  59,  and  it  leaves  a  balance  of  excess  of  expenditures  of 
$49,877 11,  still  uncollected,  in  which  it  is  probable  the  $40,000,  spent  by 
Dr.  White  in  1852,  and  of  which  the  Street  Department  have  no  re¬ 
turns  may  form  the  principal  part. 

COLLECTIONS  OF  TAXES,  ASSESSMENTS,  CROTON  WATER  RENTS,  &e. , 

BY  CLERK  OF  ARREARS, 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  Department,  (February  15,  1855, 
page  26,)  it  is  shown  that  the  receipts  for  arrearages,  &c.,  to  the  close 
of  the  year  1854,  were  $284,656  14,  which  sum  was  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  to  the  purchasers  for  taxes  and  assessments,  as  stated 
in  that  report. 

There  has  been  received  by  the  clerk  of  Arrears, 
from  January  1st,  to  close  of  June  1855,  the  sum  of. .  $154,852  43 

Paid  into  the  Treasury . $115,332  02 

“  “  Sinking  Fund .  517  92 

Paid  to  purchasers  at  sales . $33,181  56  $149,031  50 

Balance  in  bank,  July  1st,  1855, .  $5,820  93 

The  Clerk  of  Arrears,  entered  in  the  tax  rolls  of 


1854,  arrearages  of  Croton  Water  rents,  to  the 

amount  of . . .  $57,887  76 

Of  this  sum,  there  was  paid  to  the  receiver,  with  the 
annual  tax .  $38,652  35 

Balance  unpaid  to  Receiver . . .  $19,235  41 


A.’C.  FLAGrG,  Comptroller. 
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STATEMENT  No.  1. 

Appropriations  and  Expenditures  of  City  Government,  from  July  1,  1854,  to 
July  1,  1855. 


HEADS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 


Alms-house, . 

Aqueduct  Repairs, . . . . 

Battery  Enlargement, . 

Board  of  Health, . 

City  Inspector’s  Department, . 

Coroner’s  Fees, . 

Cleaning  Docks  and  Slips,  . . . 

County  Contingencies, . 

Contingent  Expenses,  C.  C  , . 

Cleaning  Streets . 

Donations, . 

Elections, . . 

Errors  and  Delinquencies, .... 

Fire  Department, . 

Fire  Department,  paid  from  > 
Contingencies  in  1854,. . .  $ 
Interest  on  Revenue  Bonds,  . . 
Interest  on  Assessment  Bonds, 

Intestate  Estates,  . . 

Lamps  and  Gas, . . . 

Lands  and  Places, . 

Markets, . 

Mayoralty  Fees, . 

Police, . 

Police  Fire  Telegraph . 

Roads  and  Eighth  avenue, . . .. 

Printing,  . . . 

Repairs  and  Supplies, . 

Public  build’gs  contracted  for. 

Rents, . . 

Real  Estate, . 

Roads  and  Avenues, . 

R  eal  Estate  Expenses, . . 

Stationery . . 

Deghue  or  Belgian  Pavement, 

Street  Expenses, . > 

Repairing  Sts.  by  Contract,  5 
Removing  Sunken  Vessels,. . . 
Sewers,  repairing  and  olean’g 

Salaries, . 

Statistical  Tables, . 

Officers’  Fees,. . . 

Water  Pipes, . . 

Docks  and  Slips,  New  Work,. 
Docks  and  Slips,  Repairs,. . . . 
Juvenile  Asylum, . 


H  2  C 

g  I S 

a2 


$552,000  00 
52,000  00 
25,000  00 
85,000  00 

75,500  00 
16,000  00 
6,000  00 
120,000  00 
43,888  00 
240,000  00 
5,000  00 
28,000  00 
5,000  00 
85,000  p0 


130,000  00 


3,000  00 
321,405  00 
15,000  00 
8,000  00 
150  00 
887,715  00 


15,000  0Q 

101,500  00 
185,000  00 


18,500  00 
65,000  00 
60,000  00 
100,829  30 
20,000  00 


250,000  00 
2,000  00 
15,000  00 
321,440  92 

1,500  00 
35,000  00 
123,000  00 
166,000  00 
50,000  no 


$613,450  00 
20,000  00 
25,000  00 
10,000  00 
60,000  00 
22,625  44 
6,000  00 
120,000  00 
83,000  00 
188,278  00 
10,000  00 
18,000  00 
5,000  00 
75,000  00 


194,000  00 
30,000  00 
3,000  00 
330,380  00 
15,000  00 
7,000  00 
150  00 
819,400  00 
5,000  00 
8,717  2f 
93,924  0. 
101.154  9 
44,000  O'. 
20,000  0( 
25,000  0( 
50.000  01 
133,557  8 
20,000  0< 
165,000  Of 
75,000  00 
2,000  Oft 
17,000  0' 
332,000  0( 
1,600  00 
40,000  Oft 

123,500  00 
100,000  Oft 
20  000  Oft 

35.500  00 


$222,000  00 
36,982  06 
3,476  00 


72,824  19 
5,897  43 
294  00 
45,059  90 
24,724  82 
118,566  03, 
90  00 
15,176  40 
454  49 
31,270  22 
4,055  62 
73,631  19 


211  14 
174,780  35 
8,493  29 
3,560  29 
150  00 
413,  i09  86 


49,266  84 
7.155  06 
12,277  25 
29,152  88 
1,355  12 
6,471  62 


109,500  48 
940  00 
6,306  73 
150,159  31 

1,500  00 
7.044  57 
65.662  44 
56,821  03 
20,633  90 
4,882  20 


417,008  13 
4,135  54 
1,529  11 
70,453  71 
160,035  53 
5,062  86 
13,725  00 
34,097  11 
12,755  21 
11,786  22 
40,988  07 
53,527  32 
1,146  00 
5,321  94 
165,115  79 

1,500  00 
31,682  74 
75,846  42 
29.852  90 
15,802  62 
21,898  55 


$572,000  00 
43,332  11 
8,248  00 
3,126  00 
133,238  32 
18,659  09 
8,101  52 
98,189  77 
48,736  58 
268,543  39 
49,200  00 
16,110  11 
3,034  25 

86,800  10 


372,326  6S 
23,283  75 
7,360  00 
150  00 
830,117  99 
4,135  54 
5,268  71 
101,169  55 
209,302  37 
12,217  92 
26,002  25 
63,219  99 
14,110  33 
18.257  84 
40,988  07 
163,027  80 
2,0S6  00 
11,628  67 
315,275  10 
3,000  00 
38,727  31 
141,508  86 
86,673  93 


26,780  75 


j  $1,818,291  86  $2,338,765  53  $4,157,057 
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STATEMENT  No.  2. 

Appropriations  and  Expenditures  on  Trust  and  Special  Accounts,  from  July  1, 
1854,  to  July  1,  1855. 


HEADS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 


US 


Revenue  Bonds  of  1853*. . . 

Do  1854,... 

Do  1855,... 

Assessment  Bonds  of  1854, 

Do  1855, 

Moneys  refunded  on  Salt 

for  Taxes, .  „ 

Moneys  Ref ’d  on  Ass’t  Sales, . 
Charges  on  Arrears  of  Taxes, . 
Do  do  Ass’ts,.. 

Fencing  Vacant  Lots, . 

Closing  Assessment  Contracts, 

Interest  on  Assessments, . 

Streets  Opening, . 

Streets  Paving, . 

Wells  and  Pumps, . 

Liens  on  Lots, . 

Common  Schools  for  State,  . . 
Common  Schools  out  of  Levy, 

State  Mill  Tax . 

Building  Loan  Stock,  No.  2, . 
CrotonWater  Extension  and  ) 

Construction, . 5 

County  Clerk’s  Office, . 

Surrogate’s  Office, . 

Superior  Court, . 

Common  Pleas, . 

Register’s  Office, . 

Union  Market, . 

Catharine  Market, . 

Firemen’s  Hall, . 

Work-house  Buildings, . 

Alms-house,  Rep’s  to  Build’gs, 
Croton  Water  Rents, 


$2,371,81100 
850,000  00 


1,360,450  00 
381,850  00 


5,000  00 
3,000  00 

6,500  00 
2,000  00 
50,000  00 


3,000  00 
5,000  00 
2,000  00 


400,000  00 
1,141,725  00 
750  00 
20,000  00 
145,649  34 
758.813  50 
433^686  93 


10,500  00 
20,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,600  00 


2,000  00 
100,000  00 
20,000  00 
1,251,600  00 
1,498,300  00 
1,000  00 
5,000  00 
161,968  05 
956,000  00 
346,678  20 
50,000  00 

215,500  00 
20,000  00 
13,820  or 
7,000  00 
7,000  00 


34,840  00 
36,980  00 
24,810  00 
40.000  00 
95,000  00 


$2,943,079  00 
500,000  00 
100,000  00 
3,000  00 
554  06 


593  04 
1,920  82 
1,694  12 
54  25 


1,9 


$1,360,450  * 
3,324,929  00 
500,000  00 
100,000  00 
3,000  00 
554  06 
1,712  10 
2,927  32 
1.694  12 
L964  08 


60,358  19 
731,297  22 
190  00 
523  55 


4,585  76 
11,434  49 
5,602  02 
3,300  04 
2,350  10 
1,719  10 
10,278  00 
36.979  00 
27,043  05 
40,000  00 
95,000  00 
3,136  00 


36,505  90 
832,229  80 
656,250  74 
895  00 
331  88 
161,968  05 
437,340  00 
300,000  00 
50,000  00 
114,158  42 
10,787  44 
6,285  62 
3,879  74 
7,370  56 


20,159  00 
5,764  00 
6,511  00 


892,587  99 
1,387,547  96 
1,085  00 
855  43 
161,968  05 
815,147  86 
318,941  63 
50,000  00 
118,744  18 
22,221  93 
11.887  64 
7,179  78 
9,720  66 
1,719  10 
30,437  00 
42,743  00 
33,554  05 
40,000  00 
95,000  00 
3,136  00 


$3,177,108  24  $6,201,105  60  $9,378,213  84 


*  The  expenditures  on  acconnt  of  Revenue  Bonds,  in  this  table,  ineludes  the  amounts  for  which  warrants  were  drawn,  previous  to  July  1 
1865,  but  which  ware  not  due  until  July  1,  1855,  and  henee  do  not  belong  to  the  payments  on  this  account,  for  the  twelve  months  preceding 
July  1,  1855.  (For  the  true  amount  paid  see  Statement  No.  10.) 
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STATEMENT  No.  3. 


Expenditures  and  Receipts  of  City  Government,  including  Trust  Accounts,  from 
July  1st,  1854,  to  July  1st,  1855. 


HEADS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 


EXPENDITURES,  j  RECEIPTS. 


Alms  House . 

Aqueduct  Repairs . 

Battery  Enlargement . 

Board  of  Health . 

City  Inspector’s  Department . 

Coroner’s  Fees . 

Cleaning  Corporation  Docks  and  Slips . 

County  Contingencies . 

Contingent  Expenses  Common  Council 

Cleaning  Streets . 

Donations . 

Elections . 

Errors  and  Delinquencies . 

Fire  Department . 

Interest  on  Revenue  Bonds . 

Interest  on  Assessment  Bonds . 

Intestate  Estates . 

Lamps  and  Gas . 

Lands  and  Places . 

Markets . 

Mayoralty  Fees . 

Police . 

Police  Fire  Telegraph . 

Roads  and  Eighth  Avenue . 

Printing. . 


$5*72,000  00 
43,332  11 
8,248  00 
3,126  00 
133  238  32 
18,659  09 
8,101  52 
98,189  *7*7 
48, *736  58 
268,543  39 
49,200  00 
16,110  11 
3,034  25 
86,800  10 
238,106  2*7 
*7,045  36 
900  59 
3*72,326  68 
23,283  *75 
*7,360  00 
150  00 
830,11*7  99 
4,135  54 
5,268  *71 
101,169  55 


2,831  46 


*7,013  09 
12  00 
4,553  50 
148  22 
*72  *75 
181  95 
1,496  56 


4,66*7  *7*7 
5  0C 


103  4 


*71  31 


Repairs  and  Supplies,  and 
Public  Buildings  contracted  for, 


209,302  3*7 


Rents . 

Real  Estate . 

Roads  and  Avenues . . 

Real  Estate  Expenses . 

Stationery . 

Deghue,  or  Belgian  Pavement . 

Street  Expenses . 

Removing  Sunken  Yessels . 

Sewers,  Repairing  and  Cleaning . 

Salaries . 

Statistical  Tables . 

Officers’  Fees . 

Water  Pipes . . 

Docks  and  Slips,  New  Work . 

Docks  and  Slips,  Repairs . 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  Paid  for  Pupils. 

Amount  carried  forward . 


12,21*7  92 
26,002  25 
63,249  99 
14,110  33 
18,25*7  84 
40,988  0*7 
163,02*7  80 
2,086  00 
11,628  6*7 
315,2*75  10 
3,000  00 
38, *72*7  31 
141,508  86 
86,6*73  93 
36,436  52 
26, *780  *75 
$4,15*7,05*7  39 


320  13 


863  31 

1600 
1,6*72  45 

3,625  00 


$2*7,659  92 
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HEADS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Amount  brought  forward . 

Revenue  Bonds  of  1853 . 

Revenue  Bonds  of  1854 . 

Revenue  Bonds  of  1855 . 

Assessment  Bonds  of  1854 . 

Assessment  Bonds  of  1855 . 

Moneys  refunded  on  Sales  for  Taxes . 

Moneys  refunded  on  Assessment  Sales . 

Charges  on  Arrears  of*Taxes . 

Fencing  Vacant  Lots . 

Interest  on  Assessments . 

Streets  Opening . 

Streets  Paving . 

Wells  and  Pumps . 

City  Inspector’s  Liens  on  Lots . 

Common  Schools  for  State . 

Common  Schools,  out  of  Levy . 

State  Mill  Tax . 

Building  Loan  Stock  No.  2 . 

Croton  Water  Extension  and  Construction.  .  . 

County  Clerk’s  Office . 

Surrogate’s  Office . 

Superior  Court . 

lommon  Pleas . . 

Charges  on  Arrears  of  Assessments . 

Register’s  Office.  . . 

Work-house  Buildings,  B.  I . 

Almsh-ouse,  Repairs  to  Buildings . 

Catharine  market . 

Firemen’s  Hall . 

Union  market . 

Croton  Water  Rents . 


$4,157,051 

1,360,450 

3,324,929 

500,000 

100,000 

3,000 

554 

1,712 

2,927 

1,964 

36,505 

892,587 

1,381,541 

1,085 

855 

161,968 

815,147 

318,941 

50,000 

118,744 

22,221 

11,887 

7,179 

9,720 

1,694 

1,719 

40,000 

95,000 

42,143 

33,554 

30,437 

3,136 


39 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

06 

10 

32 

08 

90 

99 

96 

00 

43 

05 

86 

63 
00 
18 
93 

64 
78 
66 
12 
10 
00 
00 
00 
05 
00 
00 


Interest  on  Taxes 


Collecting  Fees,  State  Mill  Tax 
Building  Loan  Stock,  No.  4 . . . 
Public  Building  Stock,  No.  3. . 


Dividend  on  Stocks, 


Sewer  Connections . 

Taxes  of  1854  and  previous  years 
Public  School  Property . 

Totals . 


$13,535,271  23 


RECEIPTS. 


$27,659  92 


*$6,672,742 

00 

1,054,090 

00 

75 

05 

2,712 

35 

847 

00 

835 

20 

18,001 

99 

644,062 

55 

747,568 

94 

323 

70 

6,971 

82 

37,063 

62 

13,823  45 
14,865  24 
7,771  81 
5,412  71 


3,136  00 
48,062  55 
18,825  04 
40,000  00 
200,000  00 
72  00 
25,691  60 
4,375,501  31 
345  39 


$13,967,161  24 


See  Note  to  Statement  No.  2. 
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STATEMENT  No.  4. 

Showing  the  Amount  of  Taxes  and  the  objects  for  which  they  were  levied  in  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  for  six  years,  from,  1850  to  1855. 


HEADS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

$400,000  00 
20,000  00 
8,000  00 

$380,000  00 
15,000  00 

$390,000  00 
30,000  00 

$385,000  00 
18,000  00 

$427,000  00 
22,000  00 

$613,450  00 
20,000  00 

20,000  00 
10,000  00 
50,000  00 
12,000  00 
10,000  00 
120,000  00 

25,000  00 
10,000  00 

25  boo  bo 

25,000  00 
10,000  00 
30,000  00 
18,000  00 
6,000  00 
120,000  00 
38,000  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 
15,000  00 
12,000  00 
10,000  00 
120,000  00 

io.’ooo  oc 

75,500  00 

City  Inspector’s  Department, 

82,276  00 
12,000  00 
12,500  00 
120,000  00 

10,000  00 

16,000  0C 

Cleaning  Docks'  and  Slips, . . . 

County  Contingencies, . 

Com.  Council,  pay  of  mem’rs, 
Contingent  Expenses  of  C.  C., 
Docks  and  Slips,  fnew  work,) 
Do  (repairs,)  .. 

8,000  00 
100,000  00 

6,000  0C 
120,000  0C 
31,388  00 
10,000  OC 
166,000  0C 
50,000  00 
5,000  00 

10,000  00 

20,000  00 

25,000  00 

20,000  00 
200,000  00 

soiooo  00 

46,000  0C 

*15,000  00 
20,000  00 
46,000  00 
18,000  00 
5,000  00 
75,000  00 

50,000  00 
15,000  00 

15,000  00 
8,000  00 
3,000  00 
40,000  00 
90,000  00 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

8^000  00 
3,000  00 
50,000  00 

12,000*00 

30,000  00 

28,000  00 
5,000  00 
55,000  00 
130,000  0C 

Errors  and  Delinquencies, . . . 

3,000  00 
70,000  00 

3,000  00 
50,000  00 

Interest  on  Revenue  Bonds, . . 

90,000  00 

75,000  00 

75,000  00 

194,000  00 
30,000  00 
3,000  00 
15,000  00 

3,000  00 
5,000  00 
25,000  00 
5,000  00 
125  00 

3,000  00 
7,500  00 

3,000  00 
15,000  00 
30,000  00 

3,000  00 
15,000  00 
30,000  00 
8,000  00 
150  00 

3,000  0C 
15,000  0C 

Markets, . .' . 

5,000  00 
160  00 

7,000  00 
150  00 

8,000  0C 
150  00 

12,000  00 
150  00 

Mayoralty  Fees, . 

Officers’  Fees, . 

30,000  00 

30,000  00 

35,000  00 

35,000  00 

35,000  0C 

40,000  00 
5,000  00 
85,000  00 
144,000  00 
20,000  00 
25,000  00 
50,000  00 
50,000  00 

Police  and  Fire  Telegraph, . . . 

Printing, . 

26,000  00 

35,000  00 
60,000  00 
2,000  00 

45,000  00 

50,000  00 

75,000  0C 

Repairs  and  Supplies, . 

50,000  0C 

60,000  00 
3,000  00 
30,000  00 
50,000  00 
40,000  00 

195,000  00 
3,500  00 
50,000  00 

135,000  0C 
3,500  0C 
25,000  0C 
30,000  0C 
50,000  0C 
15,000  0C 
20,000  0C 
2,000  0C 
15,000  0C 

Rents,  . 

2,000  00 
15,000  00 

Real  Estate, . 

30,000  00 
50,000  00 
30,000  00 

Do  Expenses, . 

Roads  and  Avenues, . 

10,000  00 
30,000  00 

50,000  00 
30,000  00 

Do  Eighth  avenue,  . . 

15,000  00 
16,000  00 

7,500  00 
20,000  00 

10,000  00 
25,000  00 
2,000  00 
16,500  00 
235,000  00 

Stationery, . 

9,000  00 

20,000  00 

Sunken  Vessels,  (removing,) 
Sewers,  (repair’g  &  clean’g,) 
Salaries, . 

2,000  00 
12,000  00 
225,000  00 

2,000  00 
17,000  00 
332,000  00 

10,000  00 

200,000  00 

220,000  00 
1,500  01 

260,000  0C 
1,500  0C 
123,000  OC 
140,000  0C 
250,000  0( 

Statistical  Tables,  Croton ) 

1,500  00 
112,500  00 
385,000  00 

1,500  00 

Aqueduct  Department, . .  j 
Water  Pipes  and  Laying, .... 
Cleaning  Streets, . 

140,000  00 

123,500  00 
170,494  00 

270,000  0( 

310,000  00 

Street  Expenses  and  Repairs, 
Deghue  or  Belgian  Pavement, 
Common  Schools,  (for  State,) 
Do  (for  City,) 

Com  missioned  of  Record, 

|  200,000  00 

100,000  00 

75,000  00 
165,000  00 

8,144  49 
267,968  86 

185,641  46 
502,315  10 

129,971  91 
604,000  00 

74,742  51 
668,813  5C 

124,904  43 

447,487  4f 

956,000  00 
50,000  00 
50,000  00 

Building  Loan  Stock,  No.  2., . 
Indexing  Records,  Co.  Offices, 
Judges,  Supreme  Court, . 

50,000  00 

50,000  Ot 

50,000  00 

50,000  00 

50,000  0( 
5,663  8( 

3,375  0C 
321,405  0C 
487  01 
4,882  2C 

8,000  00 

Lighting  Lamp  District, . 

N.  y.  State  Lunatic  Asylum, . 
Do  Juvenile  Asylum, 

Do  Asylum  for  Idiots, 

Institution  for  Bliud, . 

185,000  00 
126  68 

190,000  0( 
168  34 

200,000  00 
36160 

300,000  00 
467  00 
50,000  00 

330,380  OO 
600  00 
20,000  00 

60  00 

720  00 

720  0( 

720  00 

2,080  00 

2,080  0( 

2,100  00 

Do  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

Police,  . 

2,080  00 
492,000  00 

2,800  0C 
510,000  0C 

2,960  00 
540,000  00 

2,640  00 
615,000  00 

2,640  0C 
872,715  0C 

2,700  00 
819,400  00 

12,448  51 

12,357  36 

State  Mill  Tax, . 

143,042  90 
5  000  00 

160,059  17 
5,000  00 

175,853  39 

103,408  23 

310,224  61 

346,714  34 

Washington  Square  Iron  > 

5,000  00 

6,000  00 

Railing  Stock, .  / 

186  689  00 

Arrearages  of  Previous  Year, 

290*940  60 

36,000  00 

18,833  47 

742,157  91 

123,770  21 

481,612  76 

Total  Tax  Levied, . 

$3,230,180  47 

t 

$2,924,384  91 

t 

$3,378,336  08 

$5,069,660  05  $4,841,255  54 

$5,843,822  89 

i 

*Of  the  tax  of  1864  for  thia  account,  $85,000  waa  unexpended  iu  that  year,  and  leavaa  $15,000  to  bo  levied  in  1855. 
f  Tbe  detail  of  City  Kxpenaea  for  1860  and  1853  waa  omitted  in  the  tax  laid,  aj>i  ia  gtvea  from  the  appropriation*  of  tha  Comma* 
Council,  but  the  total  amount  of  tax  levied  in  given  far  each  year, 
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STATEMENT  No.  5. 

Receipts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  Redemption 
of  the  City  Debt ,  during  the  year  ending  June  30 th,  1855. 


Received  from  Butchers’  Stands . 

“  “  Bonds  and  Mortgages . 

“  “  Commutation  of  Water  Lot  Rent . 

“  .  “  Fire  Loan  Property . 

“  “  Interest  on  Stocks  held  by  Commissioners . .  . 

“  «  “  “  Bonds  “by  “ 

“  “  Licenses . 

“  “  Market  Cellar  Rent . 

“  “  Market  Fees . 

“  “  Revenue  Bonds . 

“  “  Real  Estate . 

“  “  Street  Vaults . 

“  “  Water  Lot  Rent . 

“  “  Advertising . 

Total  amount  of  receipts . 

Balance  in  bank,  July  1st,  1854 . 

Cash  means  for  year . 

Payments  and  Investments  during  the  same  period. 


$15,147 

99 

27,762 

54 

3,760 

76 

2,862 

50 

170,621 

67 

41,469 

90 

33,671 

50 

15,838 

59 

65,705 

96 

710,000 

OO 

26,998 

00 

10,108 

58 

151 

85 

3 

78 

$1,124,148 

62 

54,313 

17 

$1,178,461 

79 

Paid  for  City  Stocks . 

“  “  “  Bonds . 

“  Assessed  Value  of  Buildings  in  Brooklyn . 

Refunded  on  Account  of  Sales  of  Lots  in  Central  park . . 

Returned  ten  per  cent,  on  Sales  at  Auction . 

“  for  Stage  Licenses  revoked . 

Paid  for  Advertising  and  Posting  Notices . 

“  “  Services  of  Appraisers . 

“  Assessment  on  Lots  at  Manhattanville . 

“  for  Surveys  and  Maps . 

“  Counsel  Fee,  in  relation  to  new  Reservoir . 

“  Salary  of  Clerk . 

Interest  on  Assessment  Bond,  purchased . 

“  for  Recording  Deeds . 

“  Hospital  Money  on  account  of  old  Ferry  Boats . 

Balance  in  bank,  July  1st,  1855 . 


$324,987 

00 

810,000 

00 

20,090 

58 

5,634 

55 

298 

75 

400 

00 

2,101 

95 

241 

00 

644 

00 

285 

00 

100 

00 

225 

00 

373 

97 

52 

40 

16 

00 

1,165,450 

20 

$13,011 

59 
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STATEMENT  No.  6. 


Receipts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  City  Debt,  during  the  year  ending  June  30 th,  1855. 


Received  from  Croton  Water  Renta  .  . 

$675,497  31 
16,248  06 
35,071  24 
20,739  72 
10,378  46 
9,661  45 
402  00 
326,092  82 
600,000  00 
29,797  25 

:  “  “  Fines  and  Penalties . 

“  Interest  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages  . 

“  “  u  on  Revenue  Ronda  ...  . 

“  “  Justices’  Courts . 

“  “  Marine  Court,  . 

“  “  Mayoralty  Fees . 

“  “  Rents  on  Real  Estate  .  . 

u  “  Revenue  Bonds . 

“  “  Tavern  and  Excise  Licenses . 

Total  amount  of  receipts . 

$1,723,888  31 
480,320  74 

Balance  in  bank,  July  1st,  1854 . . 

Cash  means  for  year . 

$2,204,209  05- 

Payments  and  Investments  during  the  same  period. 


Invested  in  Revenue  Bonds . §1, 000, 000  00 

Paid  interest  on  City  Stocks .  774,302  56 

“  Juvenile  Asylum.: .  4,000  00 

“  for  copying  returns  of  Arrears  of  C’n  Water  Rents  165  00 

“  “  Entering  in  tax  books  “  “  “  229  91 

“  “  Advertising  sales  for  Croton  Water  Rents .  345  00 

“  “  Advertising  and  Posting  Notices .  1,000  69 

Refunded  amount  paid  for  forfeited  Recognizances .  400  00 


on  account  of  Water  Rents  paid  in  error. .....  14  05  $1,780,457  21 

*  Balance  in  bank,  July  1st,  1855 .  $423,751  84 


*  In  addition  to  this  cash  balance,  the  Commissioners  have  $600,000  invested  in  Revenue  Bonds- 
payable  in  1856. 
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STATEMENT  No,  T. 


Permanent  CrrY  Debt,  redeemable  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  July  1st,  1855. 


5  per  cent.  Water  Stock,  redeemable . 1858 

5  “  “  «  1860 

5  “  “  “  1870 

5  «  “  »  1875 

5  /“  ■  “  “  . 1880 

5  and  6  per  cent.  Groton  Water  Stock,  redeemable . 1890 

7  per  cent  Water  Loan,  “  . 1857 

5  “  Public  Building  Stock,  u  1856 

5  “  Fire  Indemnity  Stock,  “  1868 

5  “  Building  Loan  Stock,  No.  3,  “  1870 

5  U  “  “  No.  4,  “  . 1873 


$3,000,000  00 
2,500,000  00 
3,000,000  00 
255,600  00 
2,147,000  00 
1,000,000  00 
990,488  00 
515,000  00 
402,768  00 
75,000  00 
115,000  00 


Total  amount  of  Stocks , 


$14,000,856  00 


Stocks  and  Bonds  held  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  on  account  of  Redemption  of  City  Debt. 


(See  Statement  No.  9) . . $4,465,076  00 

Additional  assets  (Bonds  and  Mortgages)  held  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  on  said  account .  892,386  36 


Balance  in  bank,  July  1, 1855 .  13,011  59  $5,370,473  95 

Amount  of  debt  unprovided  for,  July  1st,  1855 .  $8,630,382  05 
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STATEMENT  No.  8. 


Funded  Debt,  redeemable  frerm,  Taxation,  July  1,  1855. 


6  per  cent.  Building  Loan  Stock  No  2 . 

. . .  .due  February  1, 1856 

$50,000  00 

5 

“ 

Public  Building  Stock,  No.  3 . 

. .  due  November  1, 1857 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  . 

1858 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . 

1859 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . . 

“  I860 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  . 

1861 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  . 

“  1862 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . 

. . .  “ 

1863 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . 

. . .  “ 

1864 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . 

. . .  “ 

“  1865 

50,000  00 

5 

“  “  “  . 

. . .  “ 

“  1856 

50,000  00 

5 

N.  Y.  City  Stocks,  for  Docks  and  Slips,  “ 

1867 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  “ 

“  1868 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  «  «  u 

1869 

50,000  00 

5 

-  “  “  “ 

“  1870 

50,000  00 

5 

u 

'  “  “  “  “ 

“ 

1871 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  .  “ 

“  1872 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  “ 

“  1873 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “ 

1874 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  “ 

1875 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

“  “  “  “ 

“  1876 

50,000  00 

5 

“ 

*  Public  Education  Stock . 

154,000  00 

Total  amount,  July  1st,  1855 . 

$1,204,000  00 

*  An  amount  is  to  be  raised  by  tax,  annually,  for  twenty  years,  to  constitute  a  fund  suffi¬ 
cient  to  pay  the  Public  Education  Stock,  when  the  same  becomes  due,  which  is  pledged  for  this 
purpose . 
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STATEMENT  No.  9. 


-'Stocks  and  Securities  held  hy  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
Redemption  of  the  City  Debt,  July  ls£,  1855. 


-5  per  cent.  Water  Stock,  redeemable . 1858 

5  “  «  «  . 1860 

•5  '  «  •“  «  1870 

:5  “  «  “  1875 

.5  «  “  “  . 1880 

■5  &6“  Croton  Water  Stock,  redeemable . 1890 

5  “  Public  Building  “  “  . 1856 

5  “  Fire  Indemnity  “  “  . 1868 

5  .  “  Public  Building  “  No.  3,  redeemable . 1863 — 1866 

5  “  “  “  No.  4,  “  . 1870 

5  “  Public  Education  Stock,  “  . 1873 


$93,180 

00 

303,353 

00 

81,475 

00 

55,600 

00 

2,087,025 

00 

500,000 

00 

31,175 

00 

169,268 

00 

200,000 

00 

40,000 

00 

104,000 

00 

Total  amount  of  Stocks . 

Revenue  Bonds  of  1854  and  1855 


S3, 665, 076  00 
800,000  00 


Total  investment  in  Stocks  and  Bonds,  July  l,  1855. 


14,465,076  00 


Bonds  and  Mortgages  taken  on  sales  of  Real  Estate . $836,886  36 

Fire  Loan  Bonds  and  Mortgages .  45,500  00 

Bond  of  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company .  10,000  00 


Balance  in  bank,  July  1, 1855 


892,386  36 
13,011  59 


*  Total  assets,  July  1st,  1855 


$5,370,473  95 


*  In  addition  to  these  assets  and  the  annual  revenues,  by  law  appropriated  to  this  fund,  the  real 
estate  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  estimated  as  worth  (exclusive  of  the  Croton  Aqueduot  and 
Reservoirs,)  more  than  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars. 
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STATEMENT  No.  10. 

Treasury  Loan  Account. 

Revenue  Bonds,  issued  in  anticipation  of  the  tax  of  1854  and  1855,  during 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  1855,  viz : 

At  7  percent,  interest . . $1,656,642  00 

At  6  “  “  .  4,216,100  00 

Total  amount  of  Bonds  issued . . . $5,872,742  00 

Special  Loans  on  account  of  Tax  of  1854  and  1855 .  800,000  00 

Total  amount  of  Treasury  Loan . $6,672,742  00 

There  was  issued  of  the  above  amount,  during  the  year  1854 . $1,956,642  00 

“  “  “  “  “  “  1855 .  4,716,100  00 

Total  amount . $6,672,742  00 


There  has  been  paid  off  during  the  same  period,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Revenue  Bonds  of  1853 . , .  $974,850  00 

“  «  1854 .  3,207,429  00 

Special  Loan,  1854 .  300,000  00 

“  “  1855 .  250,000  00 

Total  amount  paid  off  during  the  year . $4,732,279  00 

Of  the  above  amount  paid  off,  there  were  paid  in  1854 . $1,772,300  00 

“  “  “  “  1855 . .  2,959,979  00 

Total  amount .  . $4,732,279  00 


STATEMENT  No.  11. 

Loans  for  payment  of  Assessments. 

Assessment  Bonds  issued  in  anticipation  of  Assessments  confirmed  by  the 
Common  Council,  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1855,  viz  : 

At  6  per  cent,  interest . $1,054,090  00 

There  have  been  paid,  during  the  same  period,  Assessment  Bonds  of  1854. , .  .$100,000  00 
*  «  “  “  «  1855..  3,000  00 

Total  amount  paid . $103,000  00 
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STATEMENT  No.  12. 

Expenditures  and  Receipts  on  account  of  Public  Building  Stock  No.  3,  issued 
for  the  erection  and  repairs  of  Public  Buildings  during  the  year  ending  June 
30fA,  1855. 

Expenditures. 

Paid  on  account  of  repairs  to  Alms-house  Buildings .  $95,000  00 

“  rebuilding  Catharine  market . . .  42,743  00 

*  “  “  Union  “  . .  30,437  00 

-  “  building  Firemen’s  Hall .  33,554  05 

Advance  from  Treasury,  July  1, 1854 .  24,543  10 

Total  amount . $226,277  15 

Receipts. 

Proceeds 'of  $100,000  Stock  issued  November  1st,  1854. . $100,000 

“  “  $100,000  “  “  May  1st,  1855 .  100,000  200',000  00 

Treasury  advance,  July  1st,  1855 . !  .  .  .  $26,277  15- 


STATEMENT  No.  13. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  on  account  of  Building  Loan  Stock  Nos.  3  and  4,  for 
erection  of  Work-house  Buildings,  for  the  year  ending  June  30 th,  1855. 

Receipts. 

Proceeds  of  $40,000  Stock  issued  May  1st,  1855 .  $40,000  00 

Due  from  Treasury,  July  1st,  1854 .  4,502  50 

Total  amount .  $44,502  50 

Expenditures. 

Paid  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  on  account 

of  Work-house  Buildings,  December  30th,  1854 .  40,000  00 

Due  from  Treasury,  July  1st,  1855 . .  $4,502  50 


- 
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*  STATEMENT  No.  14. 

DETAIL  OF  RECEIPTS 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  Redemption  of  the 
City  Debt,  for  the  year  ending  June  30 th,  1855. 

BUTCHEES’  STANDS 

Received  from  Catharine  market .  11,891  73 

“  “  Centre  “  1,749  00 

“  Clinton  “  .  1,61196 

“  “  Essex  “  ...» . 1,048  32 

li  “  Franklin  “  315  96 

“  ■“  Fulton  “  3,661  74 

“  “  Gouverneur  11  81  12 

“  “  Jefferson  ;i  .  661  44 

Tompkins  “  446  40 

“  “  Union  "  345  04 

“  4  “  Washington  “  3,335  28 

Total  amount .  $15,147  99 


STATEMENT  No.  15. 

BONDS  AND  MOBTGAGES- 

Received  from  the  following  persons,  on  account,  and  in  full  for 
bonds  and  mortgages,  viz: 

James  Kearsley,  on  account. . .  $100  00 

S.  S.  Ward,  “  .  .' . * .  239  00 

W.  McCormick,  in  full .  153  00 

Dennis  McCarty,  “  . . .  189  00 

J.  J.  Wester velt,  “  .  180  75 

J.  J.  Westervelt,  “  . . . v .  36150 

John  Dimond,  "  .  119  11 

Patrick  Dimond,  “  .  282  85 


Carried  forward. . .  .  $1,625  21 
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Brought  forward . * .  $1,625  21 

John  H.  Bolter,  in  full . 607  50 

John  H.  Bolter,  “  960  00 

Robert  Latour,  “  . • .  2,214  00 

Alexander  Lott,  on  account..... .  225  00 

Thomas  Rigney,  “  100  00 

W.  B.  Vidall,  “  100  00 

James  Morris,  “  100  00 

Bradish  Johnson,  “  . . 487  80 

Thomas  Young,  in  full . ••  318  00 

Christian  Gies,  on  account .  400  00 

H.  Mullan,  “  . .  •  •  •  60  00 

John  Green,  “  135  00 

Ira  Perigo,  “  204  33 

Christian  Gies,  “  . -  •  100  00 

Wm.  &  M.  G.  Smith,  “  2,400  00 

E.  W.  Elkins,  in  full .  438  75 

M.  Callaghan,  “  . .  •  •  •  461  25 

Edmund  Griffen,  “  1,140  00 

W.  S.  Wood,  on  account .  300  00 

M.  Robinson,  in  full .  100  00 

Jacob  Weeks, jr.,  “  1,344  00 

J.  Turnbull,  “  477  00 

W.  McGlinchy,  .  168  00 

D.  Marsh,  “  264  00 

E.  Snyder,  “  1,875  00 

U.  D.  French,  “  240  00 

H.  Gassin,^  “  720  00 

Thomas  Young,  “  300  00 

G.  W.  Underwood,  “  246  00 

Thomas  Young,  “  131  00 

John  Berryman,  “  150  00 

T.  M.  McFarland,  “  165  00 

J.  D.  Phillips  &  Co.,  “  T32  00 

Acton  Civill,  “  . •  1,836  00 


Carried  forward.. .  $21,124  84 
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Brought  forward. .  $21,124  84 

W.  B.  Vidall,  in  full .  100  60 

John  Callagan,  “  .  492  00 

Christian  Gies,  on  account .  400  00 

Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary,  in  full.  . .  883  20 

Johnson  &  Mariner,  in  full .  2,400  00 

George  Brown  “  2,362  50 

Total  amount .  $27,762  54 


STATEMENT  No.  16. 

COMMUTATION  OF  WATER  LOT  RENT. 

Received  for  Commutation  of  Water  Lot  Rent,  on  account  of  grants 
to  the  following  persons,  viz: 

E.  Provost,  per  E.  Brooks .  $7  84 

H.  Rutgers,  “  “  .  20  33 

Heirs  of  M.  Clark,  “  R.  H.  Ogden .  133  14 

J.  R.  Livingston,  “  N.  Whitner .  139  60 

H.  Kermit,  “  C.  F.  Floyd .  156  17 

J.  Barret,  “  J.  J.  Hicks .  156  33 

Hugh  Gaine,  “  Wm.  Harrison .  139  50 

J.  R.  Livingston,  “  W.  Wippenhaust. . . .  139  66 

J.  Schieffelin,  “  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral .  104  17 

Hugh  Gaine,  “  W.  G.  Kortwright .  56  00 

H.  Kermit,  “  R.  Kermit .  156  33 

Anson  Blake,  “  A.  C.  Flagg .  1,200  00 

J.  Wilkins,  “  Emily  Sherwood . 88  18 

N.  Romaine,  “  E.  G.  Arcularius .  441  00 

John  Moon,  “  B.  J.  Hutchings,  Ex .  52  00 

Robert  Morris,  “  “  .  189  50 

B.  Romaine,  “  C.  D.  Sacket .  100  00 

J.  J.  Astor,  “  W.  W.  Deforest .  422  67 

Wm.  Walton,  ‘‘  S.  S.  Harris .  58  34 

Total  amount .  $3,760  76 


Doc.  No.  33.) 
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STATEMENT  No.  17. 

FIRE  LOAN  PROPERTY. 

Received  from  the  following  persons,  on  account  of  interest  on  Fire 
Loan  Bonds  and  Mortgages,  viz: 

Daniel  Clark,  per  C.  J.  Bergen. .  $630  00 

Matthew  Levy,  “  J.  Darcy .  315  00 

William  Jones,  “  H.  Coe .  780  00 

J.  B.  &  C.  Gascoigne . , . . .  997  50 

Alex,  Palache,  per  Miss  J.  Palache .  140  00 

Total  amount . .  $2,862  50 


STATEMENT  No.  18. 

INTEREST  ON  CITY  STOCKS. 

Received  from  City  Treasurer,  for  interest  on  the  following  stocks, 
viz: 

5  per  cent.  Water  Stocks  of  1858, 1860, 1870  and.1880.  .$124,181  53 

5  and  6  per  cent.  Croton  Water  Stock  of  1890 . . .  26,000  00 

5  per  cent,  Water  Stock  of  1875 .  2,780  00 

“  Fire  Indemnity  Stock  of  1868 .  8,423  40 

“  Public  Building  Stock  of  1856 .  1,533  74 

“  Public  Education  Stock  of  1873 .  5,200  00 

“  Public  Building  Stock,  No.  3  . . .  2,500  00 

Total  amount . . . . $170,621  67 


STATEMENT  No.  19. 

INTEREST  ON  BONDS. 

Received  from  City  Treasurer,  for  interest  on  the  following  bonds  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  viz: 

6  per  cent.  Revenue  Bonds -of  1853,  for  $200,000  .  $11,769  90 

5  per  cent.  “  1854,  for  300,000 .  15,000  00 

7  per  cent.  “  1854,  for  200,000 -  14,000  00 

“  Assessment  Bonds  of  1854,  for  10,000 .  700  00 

Total  amount  . . . . . .  $41,469  90 
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STATEMENT  No.  20. 

LICENCES. 

Received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  for  Licenses,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz: 

For  Butchers7  licenses . . .  $  5B  00 

“  Hack  ££  4,176  00 

“  Intelligence  Office  licenses . 562  50 

“  Junkshop  9,635  00 

“  Heat  shop  “  1,340  00 

“  Pawnbrokers’  “  2,100  00 

“  s^ge  “  12,744  00 

“  Second-hand  dealers  “  3,050  00 

“  City  seal  “  6  00 

Total  amount . $33,671  50 


STATEMENT  No.  21. 

MARKET  CELLAR  RENT. 

Received  from  Centre  market . .  $1,660  80 

“  “  Essex  “  ....  . 944  25 

“  “  Fulton  “  . .  9,917  01 

“  “  Franklin  “ .  . 1,699  28 

“  Washington14  . .  1,662  25 

Total  amount . . . .....  $15,883  50 


STATEMENT  No.  22. 

MARKET  FEES. 

Received  from  Catharine  market .  . .  $1,592  42 

“  Centre  “  . .... . . . .  4,898  07 

“  “  Clinton  “  . . .  4,275  25 

“  “  Essex  “  . . . . .  1,349  34 

“  Franklin  “  . . . . . .....  364  50 

“  Mton  14  . .  12,115  12 

Carried  forward. . . .  $24,594  70 


Brought  forward . $24,594  TO 

Received  from  Gouverneur  market .  80  94 

“  “  Jefferson  “  1,628  28 

“  “  Tompkins  “  . .. .  1,097  42 

“  “  Union  “  687  64  . 

“  “  Washington  “  37,616  98 


Total  amount . $65,705  96 


STATEMENT  No.  23. 

REVENUE  BONDS. 

Received  from  City  Treasurer,  in  payment  of  the  following  bonds  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  viz: 


6  per  cent.  Revenue  Bonds  of  1853 . .  $200,000  00 

5  “  “  “  1854 . .  300,000  00 

7  “  “  1854 .  200,000  00 

7  “  Assessment  “  1854 . . .  10,000  00 

Total  amount . .  $710,000  00 


STATEMENT  No.  24. 

REAL  ESTATE. 

Received  from  D.  Wilson  and  W.  Ross,  for  purchase  of 

gore  of  land .  $  50  00 

“  E.  L.  Walton,  for  purchase  of  old  engine 

house,  Monroe  street .  15  00 

“  G.  W.  Arthur  and  P.  George,  on  account 
of  purchase  of  lot,  corner  North  Moore 

street  and  West  Broadway . .  3,160  00 

“  H.  Coggill  and  W.  Dunning,  on  account  of 

purchase  of  8  lots  at  Manhattanville . . . .  1,918  00 

“  the  following  persons,  on  account  of  sales 
of  property  at  Brooklyn,  viz: 

P.  Priest,  house  and  lot,  Pulton  street . .  3,550  00 

J.  G.  &  E.  P.  Way,  do .  3,650  00 

Carried  forward. . . .  $12,343  00 
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Brought  forward . $12,343  00 

Valentine  &  Bergen,  house  and  lot,  Fulton  street .  9,020  00 

G-.  H.  Peck,  3  houses  and  lots,  Water  street .  5,635  00 

Total  amount . $26,998  00 


STATEMENT  No.  25. 

STREET  VAULTS. 


Received  from  James  Fur'ey,  Street  Commissioner,  for  permits  to  sun¬ 
dry  persons,  to  make  the  necessary  excavations,  and  build  vaults  in 
the  street,  in  front  of  their  premises,  as  per  his  returns.  .$10,108  58 

STATEMENT  No.  26. 

WATER  LOT  RENT. 

Received  on  account  of  Water  Lot  Grants  to  the  following  per¬ 


sons,  viz: 

Eve  Provost,  per  E.  Brooks . .  $  0  87 

Hendrick  Rutgers,  do .  2  23 

Wm.  Lupton,  per  W.  Latham. . . . .  7  04 

Susannah  Moore,  per  S.  D.  Skillin .  8  38 

John  Smith,  per  J.  Moore. . .  6  18 

Johannes  Paret,  per  J.  J.  Hicks . 37  52 

Jacob  Sorley,  per  W.  H.  Maxwell .  19  69 

A.  Kennedy,  per  A.  J.  Cotheal .  7  30 

A.  &  P.  Depeyster,  per  E.  Kettletas . . .  1  10 

A.  Macomb,  per  H.  Durell .  12  50 

John  Smith,  per  W.  E.  Sedgwick. . . .  6  17 

Thos.  Vardell,  per  J.  Purdy .  2  17 

A.  J.  Kennedy,  per  A.  J.  Cotheal . 7  36 

Jacob  Sorley,  per  trustees,  Mrs.  Cheesebrough .  6  56 

Do.  do.  Wm.  H.  Maxwell .  6  57 

Do.  do.  W.  H.  Maxwell,  AtPy .  6  56 

Eve  Provost,  per  J.  Johnson  &  Son . .  47 

Jacob  Sorley,  per  W.  H.  Maxwell .  13  12 

Total  amount . .  $151  85 
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STATEMENT  No.  27. 

ADVERTISING. 

Amount  of  check  returned  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Journal  of  Com¬ 
merce,  for  advertising  proposals  for  Public  Education  Stock,  the 
same  having  been  paid  from  Treasury  account .  $8  78 


STATEMENT  No.  28. 

DETAIL  OF  RECEIPTS 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  payment  of  interest  on 
City  Debt,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 

CROTON  WATER  RENT, 

Received  from  R.  C.  Hance,  Register  for  Water  Rents,  $636,093  59 
“  Harvey  Hart,  Receiver  of  Taxes,  for  Ar¬ 


rears  of  Water  Rents .  38,652  35 

Augustus  Purdy,  Clerk  of  Arrears,  for  Ar¬ 
rears  of  Water  Rents .  751  37 

Total  amouut .  . . $675,497  31 


STATEMENT  No.  29. 

FINES  AND  PENALTIES. 

Received  from  James  Nesbit,  C’lk  Police  Court,  IstDist. .  $1,223  75 
“  Wm.  S.  Davison  “  “  2d  “  565  00 

“  J.  M.  Murray,  “  2d  “  330  50 

“  Wm.  B.  Rockwell,  “  “  3d  “  1,010  00 


H.  Yandervoort,  “  Court  of  Sessions..  6,943  20 
J.  B.  Haskins,  Corporation  Attorney. ....  2,527  87 

U.  D.  French,  Commissioner  of  Jurors.. ..  3,647  74 


Total  amount . . . . . .  $16,248  06 
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STATEMENT  No.  30. 

INTEREST  ON  BONDS  AND  MORTGAGES. 

Received  from  Joseph  Rose,  Collector  of  City  Revenue,  for  Interest 
on  Bonds  and  Mortgages,  held  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  per  his  returns . . . . . $35,071  24 


STATEMENT  No.  31. 

INTEREST  ON  REVENUE  BONDS. 

Received  from  the  City  Treasurer,  for  interest  on  the  following 
bonds  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  viz: 

5  per  cent.  Revenue  Bonds  of  1854,  for . $200,000  00  $10,000  00 

7  “  “  “  “  .  400,000  00  10,739  72 

Total  amount. . . . . 1 . $20,739  72 


STATEMENT  No,  32. 

JUSTICES’  COURTS. 

Received  from  J.  B.  Batchellor,  Cl’k  Justices’  C?t,  1st  Dist.  $2,002  98 
“  T.  F.  Peers,  “  “  2d  “  1,963  83 

“  W.  E.  Smith,  “  “  3d  “  l,0fc6  42 

“  David  Seaman,  “  “  4th  “  2,079  65 

“  E.  S.  McPherson,  1!  “  5th  “  1,339  07 

“  John  Waite,  “  “  6th  l!  1,807  78 

“  Wilson  Small,  “  “  7th  “  98  73 

Total  amount . $10,378  46 


STATEMENT  No.  33. 

MARINE  COURT. 

Received  from  Moses  D.  Gale,  Clerk,  as  per  his  monthly 
returns . . . $9,661  45 


4 
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STATEMENT  No.  34. 

MAYORALTY  FEES. 

Received  from  Mayor’s  Clerk,  as  per  his  returns,  as  follows,  viz: 

Charles  Burdett . . $180  00 

A.  Ming,  jr .  222  00  402  00 

Total  amount . $402  00 


STATEMENT  No.  35. 

RENTS  ON  REAL  ESTATE. 

Received  from  Joseph  Rose,  Collector  of  City  Revenue,  for  Common 

Land  rent . . . . $210  00 

“  Docks  and  Slips,  rent .  171,058  43 

“  Ferry,  “  99,700  67 

“  Ground,  “  28,516  95 

“  House,  “  15,644  75 

“  Water  Lot,  “  10,962  02 

Total  amount .  . . $326,092  82 

STATEMENT  No.  36. 

REVENUE  BONDS. 

Received  from  City  Treasury,  in  payment  of  the  following  bonds  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  viz: 

5  per  cent.  Revenue  Bonds  of  1854 . $200,000  00 

7  £t  “  “  .  400,000  00 

Total  amount . $600,000  00 


STATEMENT  No.  37. 

TAVERN  AND  EXCISE  LICENSES. 

Received  Jfrom  the  first  Marshal,  Mayor’s  office,  as  per 
returns  . . . . . $29,797  52 
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STATEMENT  No.  38. 


Exhibiting  the  ( estimated )  Value  of  the  Public  Markets,  and  the  Total  Receipts 
from  the  same,  during  the  year  ending  June  30 th,  1855. 


MARKETS. 

ESTIMATED 

VALUE, 

JANUARY 

1st,  1855. 

RECEIPTS. 

TOTAL 

RECEIPTS  . 

From  Cellars. 

From 

Hucksters, 

Fishermen,  &c. 

From 

Boxchers’ 

Stands. 

Catharine .... 

$60,000 

$1,592  42 

$1,891  73 

$3,484  15 

Centre . 

100,000 

$1,660  80 

4,898  07 

1,749  00 

8,307  87 

(Hint, on 

75,000 

4,275  25 

1,611  96 

5,887  21 

Essex . 

125,000 

944  25 

1,349  34 

1,048  32 

3,341  91 

Franklin . 

30,000 

1,699  28 

364  50 

315  96 

2,379  74 

Fulton . 

210,000 

9,917  01 

12,115  12 

3,661  74 

25,693  87 

Gouverneur. .  . 

6,000 

80  94 

81  12 

162  06 

.Tpffprso  ri 

100,000 

1,628  28 

661  44 

2,289  72 

Tompkins  .  . . 

50,000 

1,097  42 

446  40 

1,543  82 

Union 

30,000 

687  64 

345  04 

1,032  68 

Washington  . . 

380,000 

1,662  25 

37,616  98 

3,335  28 

42,614  51 

Amounts. .  . 

$1,166,000 

$15,883  59 

$65,705  96 

$15,147  99 

$96,737  54 

Doc.  No,  33.) 
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STATEMENT  No.  39. 

CARRIAGE  HIRE  OF  MEMBERS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

ALDERMEN. 


NAMES. 

From  July  1st. 
1854,  to  Deo. 
31st,  1854. 

From  Jan.  1st., 
1855,  to  July 
1st,  1855. 

Total  in  twelve 
months. 

$26  00 

$31  00 

$57  00 

S.  H.  Moser . 

54  00 

54  00 
79  00 
22  50 
436  25 
14  00 

15  00 

64  00 

H.  R.  Hoffmire . 

22  50 

77  50 
•  14  00 

358  75 

William  Thinker . . .... 

6  00 
7  00 

6  00 
21  00 

P.  P.  Vonrhis . 

14  00 

George  A.  Trowbridge . 

William  Boardman,  jr . 

167  00 

167  00 
44  50 
11  25 
63  00 
25  00 
53  00 

J.  R.  Steers . „ . 

44  50 

Abram  Wakeman . 

11  25 

George  H.  Covert . . 

63  00 

J.  H.  Briggs . 

25  00 

John  Kelly . 

13  00 

40  00 

William  Cha,iine,ey . 

Isaac  0 .  Barker . . . . 

62  00 

62  00 

Thomas  Christy . 

N.  C.  Ely . 

D.  D.  Lord . 

Anson  Herrick . 

22  00 
46  00 

35  00 
59  50 

57  00 
105  50' 

C.  H.  Tucker . 

Richard  Mott . 

G.  W.  Yarian. . 

5  00 

5  00 
•  264  75 

352  00 

16  00 

William  B.  Drake.... . 

64  75 

112  00 

200  00 

240  00 

16  00 

Clerk  of  Board  of  Aldermen,  de¬ 
livering  books,  <fcc.,  to  Aid . . 

Special  Committee  on  rebuild¬ 
ing  Fordham  bridge,  (Her¬ 
rick,  Ely,  C.  H.  Tucker). . . . 

Total..,,.. . . 

$633  25 

$1,282  50 

$1,915  75 

11 
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COTJNCILMEN. 


|  DISTRICT. 

NAMES. 

From  July  1st. 
1854,  to  Dec. 
31st,  1854. 

From  Jan.  1st, 
1855.  to  July 
1st,  1855. 

Total  in  twelve 
months. 

1 

49  50 

86  25 

135  75 

2 

25  00 

57  75 

82  75 

12  00 

27  50 

39  50 

130  00 

130  00 

51  00 

51  00 

6  b  Ileal  V . 

112  25 
148  25 

88  00 

200  25 

TjG-  P  Bickford . 

148  25 
41  25 

41  25 

49  25 

70  25 

119  50 

9 

49  50 
52  75 

49  50 

10 

35  25 

88  00 

11 

John  Clancy . . . 

39  00 

175  00 

214  00 

12 

M.  C.  Donoho. . . . 

72  25 

95  5C 

167  75 

13 

J.  E.  Kerrigan  . 

63  25 

152  00 

215  25 

14 

Chari  on  Tntf.le . 

2  00 

2  00 

14 

E  W.  Brown  . . 

9  00 

9  00 

15 

John  (4.  Seely . 

117  00 

346  50 

463  50 

16 

Orlando  Cray . . 

70  75 

135  00 

205  75 

17 

H.  N.  Wild . 

93  75 

114  75 

208  50 

18 

Peier  Crawford . 

18 

Da  vid  Coleman . . . 

19 

Nn.thn.niel  Roe . 

54  50 

54  50 

19 

T.  B.  Bidder . .  . 

20 

E.  Wain  wright, . . . 

23  00 

38  00 

61  00 

21 

H.  P.  See  . 

22 

C.  J.  Holder . 

76  00 

80  00 

156  00 

23 

C  S.  Cooper. .............. 

24 

4  lfred  Rrnsh  ..1T...T...  ...T. 

9  00 

9  00 

25 

FI  ora.t.io  R.eed  . . 

11  00 

11  00 

26 

.William  R,.  Poster. .  . . 

11  00 

11  00 

26 

Joel  W.  Ain  son . 

17  00 

17  00 

27.lnnn.than  Pnrdv . 

28 

John  Phillips . . 

29  00 

29  00 

28 

William  Taylor . 

29 

E.  H.Kirnbark  . 

63  50 

63  50 

Carried  forward . 

j  $1,263  50 

$1,696  00 

$2,983  50 

6 

n 

s 

29 

30 

30 

31 

31 

32 

32 

33 
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Brought  forward. 

.  G.  Yan  Cott . 

-.  L.  Schuyler . 

homas  Prentis . 

L  H.  Raymond . 

r.  M.  Radley . 

reorge  Elliott . 

ohn  Hart . 

>.  A..  Forbes. . . . 

William  Floyd . 

K  P.  Sammis . 

!.  C.  McConnell . 

.  M.  Belden . 

'homas  Cooper . 

*.  Moneghan . 

* .  Barnes . 

'homas  Farran . 

L  S.  Slevin . . 

V.  M.  Vermilyea  . . . . 

fenry  Beakley . . . 

).  D.  Swan . . 

Idwin  J.  Brown . 

.  W.  Scott . 

.  McIntyre.. . 

.  W.  Ranney . 

¥.  H.  Smith. . . . 

’.  S.  Moore . 

Y  Hodgkinson . 

?homas  Dunlap . 

>.  M.Husted . 

[■.  F.  Jeremiah . 

r.  W.  T.  Van  Riper. . 

IF.  Pinckney . 

L  Lambrecht . 

Frederick  Frye . 

Yilliam  Truslow . 

5.  Gafney . 

rohn  McClave . . 

r.  T.  Couenhoven. . . . 
T.  M.  Curry . 


From  July  1st, 
1854,  to  Dec. 
31st,  1854. 


From  Jan.  1st, 
1855,  to  July 
1st,  1855. 


$1,263  50 


3  00 
25  50 
85  00 


.71  00 
6  00 


78  00 


5  00 


15  00 
5  00 


93  75 


32  50 


15  00 
76  50 


27  00 

42  50 

173  00 

20  00 
107  25 


8  50 


Carried  forward. 


$2,153  00 


$1,696  00 
81  75 


15  00 


165  00 
58  25 


35  50 
53  00 


66  00 


136  50 


39  50 


22  75 


47  00 
15  00 


$2,431  25 
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NAMES, 

From  July  1st, 
1854,  to  Jan. 
1st,  1854. 

From.  Jan.  1st, 
1855,  to  July 
1st,  1855. 

Total  in  twelve 
months. 

Brought  forward . 

$2,153  00 

$2,431  25 

$4,617  25 

D.  D.  Conover . 

150  50 

309  50 

460  00 

M.  J.  Earle .  . 

10  00 

10  00 

16  00 

16  00 

C.  H.  Haswell . . 

20  50 

20  50 

W.  M.  Baxter . 

F.  E.  Mather . 

i  Thonm.fi  Ponrson . 

19  00 

19  00 

B.  Me  Cahill . 

i  G.  H.  Moller .  . 

8  00 

8  00 

i  J.  C.  Wandell . . 

116  50 

116  50 

•  C.  C.  North . 

►  G.  W  .Tonkins . . . 

261  75 

261  75 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Councilmen, 

delivering  books,  &c.,  wagon 

hire  . . . . 

47  00 

.  47  00 

Funeral  of  Adj.  J.  S.  McCabe. 

94  50 

94  50 

Total . . . 

$2,370  50 

$3,291  00 

$5,661  50 

Add  Board  of  Aldermen . . 

633  25 

1,282  50 

1,915  75 

Total  amount . 

$3,003  75 

$4,573  50 

$7,577  25 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen 
on  the  10th  of  August: 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to 
publish,  in  his  semi-annual  report,  the  amount  paid  for  carriage  hire 
for  his  Honor  the  Mayor;  also  the  clerks  in  his  office,  if  any,  together 
with  the  amount  and  names  of  all  other  persons  riding  at  public 
expense/’ 

“Jackson,  Eighth  District.” 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  note  received  from  the  Mayor: 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  August  13, 1855. 

Dear  Sir: — Understanding  that  the  Board  of  Councilmen  have 
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called  for  tlie  amount  paid  for  carriage  hire  for  this  office,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  for  myself,  I  desire  to  state  that,  whatever  the  sum  may 
he,  not  one  dollar  of  it  is  for  carriage  hire  not  incurred  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  official  duties. 

Very  truly, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 

The  Comptroller. 


STATEMENT  No.  40. 

Stationery  furnished  to  the  various  Departments  for  six  months  of  1854, 
and  six  months  of  1855. 


Finance  Department.-. . 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department . 

Street  “  . 

Fire  “  • .  •  •  . . 

Police  “  . 

Mayor’s  Office . . . 

Marine  Court . . 

District  Court. . . 

Superior  “  . 

Supreme  “  . 

Court  of  Common  Pleas . 

Recorder . 

District  Attorney . 

Corporation  Attorney . 

Public  Administrator . 

City  Judge . 

Clerk  Common  Council  &  Board  of  Aldermen 
“  “  Councilmen 

Department  of  Streets  and  Lamps . . 

“  Repairs  and  Supplies . 

City  Inspector . . . . 

Tax  Commissioners . . . . . . 

Tax  Receiver . 

Coroners . . . . 

Corporation  Counsel . 

Blank  Books,  &c.,  delivered  Departments.. . . 


6  months,  1854. 

6  months,  1855. 

$483  35 

$178  27 

63  78 

25  95 

821  83 

200  92 

131  26 

84  42 

1,036  57 

131  16 

538  36 

407  45 

346  92 

289  46 

1,116  16 

349  33 

620  80 

281  56 

98  89 

1,082  79 

304  32 

86  79 

95  98 

55  75 

100  51 

12  15 

68  45 

22  90 

26  95 

73  69 

3,219  39 

290  08 

1,838  09 

465  16 

328  25 

207  61 

972  99 

214  56 

208  36 

99  60 

436  07 

42  90 

146  76 

71  03 

129  91 

287  29 

3,660  40 

$14.065  61 

$7,694  56 
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(Statement  40,  continued.) 

Payments  made  for  Stationery  from  January  1,  1855  to  July  1,  1855. 


Total  amount  paid .  $11,786  22 

Less  amount  paid  for  for  books  for  Library  and 
stationery,  delivered  in  1854,  viz: 

Lewis  Blood  &  Co . . .  $126  25 

Banks,  Gould  &  Co .  1,253  38 

Collins,  Bowne  &  Co . . .  318  48 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co .  353  85 

Do.  balance . .  1,236  30  $3,288  26 

$8,479  96 

Stationery  on  hand .  803  40 

Cost  of  Stationery  for  six  months,  1855. . . .  $7,694  56 
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STATEMENT  No.  41. 

RELATIVE  VALUE  OF  THE  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE  IN  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK, 


STATEMENT  No.  42. 

Showing  the  Amounts  advanced  from  the  Treasury  for  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Streets  Opening ,  $'c.,  and  the  Excess  of  such  Payments  over  Receipts ,  and  also  the  Excess  oj  Payments  over  Confirmations , 

from  1850  to  July  1, 1855. 


FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE. 

1850. 

1851. 

1853. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855,  to  July  1st. 

TOTAL. 

Years. 

Amount 

Confirmed, 

Amount 

Expended. 

Excess  of 
Amount 
Confirmed. 

Excess  of 
Amount 
Expended. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

RECKirTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

|  RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Streets  Opening, . 

25,231  35 

$23,907  82 

$190,525  80 

$219,039  65 

$242,155  45 

$359,165  37 

$219,264  68 

$247,384  00 

138,456  21 

$281,857  49 

$541,808  87 

$832,229  80 

$1,357,441  86 

$1,963,584  13 

1850.. 

$652,638  48 

$659,472  82 

$6,834  34 

^Streets  Paving, . 

600,311  15 

595,550  65 

i  552,550  29 

724,575  41 

705,155  49 

662,176  45 

686,275  82 

943,101  95| 

450,891  73 

1,127,080  75 

571,016  31 

686,727  28 

3,566,200  79 

4,739,212  49 

1851.. 

788,585  98 

983,537  18 

194,951  20 

* 

55  000  00 

51,795  71 

284,925  00 

56,275  33 

300,798  16 

103,000  00 

j  339,925  00 

511,869  20 

1852.. 

610,740  87 

1,158,260  81 

547,519  94 

•Streets  Paving  on  Assessment  Bonds, 

Fencing  Vacant  Lots, . 

1,045  09 

1,746  27j 

2,166  65 

1,819  28 

2,132  39 

2,162  25 

2,082  40 

213  53 

1,016  81 

1,333  07 

209  70 

1,909  83 

8,653  04 

9,184  23 

1853.. 

1,038,568  46 

1,326,660  33 

288,091  87 

Liens  on  Lots — Street  Department, . 

13,055  59 

18,448  30 

15,760  05 

1,582  77 

11,665  74 

1,261  91 

23,501  90 

21,510  43! 

7,464  33 

2,059  09 

73,505  89 

42,803  41 

1854.. 

2,119,892  43 

1,732,806  94 

$387,085  49 

9,821  60 

44.994  IS 

17,048  04' 

8,383  89 

331  88 

80,579  59 

Half) 

391,222  31 

1,631,123  15 

1,239,900  84 

1855  S 

Wells  and  Pum 

1,269  48 

596  86 

653  41 

911  80 

1,016  71 

2,176  28 

1,167  18 

905  13! 

98  28 

679  43 

152  69 

895  00! 

4,357  75 

6,164  50 

P  . 

5,000  00'i 

4,793  09; 

9,793  09 

T  tal 

$5,601 ,648  53 

$7,491,861  23 

$387,085  49 

$2,277,289  19 

. 

5 

Interest  on  Assessments, . 

14,036  16 

11,623  01| 

10,779  34 

22,977  14 

W  9,068  15 

29,395  81 

33,740  43 

29,867  76 

14,776  74 

9,998  03 

13,482  02 

6,029  36 

95,882  84 

109,891  11 

387,085  49 

Charges  on  Arrears  of  Assessments, . 

1,889  16 

2,599  91 

656  35 

2,809  53 

3,757  63 

5,132  85 

6,734  82 

5,561  07 

895  50 

2,676  12 

13,933  46 

18,779  48 

ifirimafirms.  _ 

$1,890,212  70 

|656,837  98 

$659,472  82 

656,837  98 

$773,091  39 

$983,537  18 

773  091  39 

$1,029,951  56 

$1,158,260  81 

1,029,951  56 

$1,257,691  42 

$1,326,660  33 

1,257,691  42 

$613,599  60 

$1,732,806  94 

$1,123,728  68 

$1,631,123  15 

$5,459,900  63 

$7,491,861  23 

Totals, . 

613,599  60 

1,128,728  68 

r  ’ 

!  . 

5,459,900  63 

$2,634  84 

$210,445  79 

• 

$128,309  25 

68,968  91 

$1,119,207  34 

$502,394  47 

$2,031,960  60 

Excess  of.  Expenditures  over  Rcc’ts, 

! — : - 

• 
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COUNTY  CONTINGENCIES. 

1854. 

July  10,  Society  for  Reformation,  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  $4,000  00 

t£  Jason  J.  Palmer,  per  resolution  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  June  28 .  349  81 

“  Robert  J.  Dillon,  costs  of  above. . . 128  16 

“  S.  Waterman,  medical  services . 23  00 

“  G.  H.  Traphagan,  “  3T  00 

C.  H.  Budd,  £i  .  30  00 

“  A.  C.  Booream,  “  21  00 

“  Galen  Hunter,  “  5  00 

“  E.  Evans,  postage  for  Comptroller's  office .  6  00 

“  H.  Bertholf,  attendance  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner .  .  37  50 

“  G.  G.  Waters,  Att'y,  Johnson  vs.  Supervisors. .  82  00 

“  G.  G.  Waters,  Attorney,  Johnson  vs.  H.  Hart.  82  32 

“  C.  P.  Miller,  Inspector  street  lamps. . . . .  18  00 

“  J.  J.  Bevins,  painting  street  lamps. ........  208  31 

“  John  Harley,  numbering  houses. . .  248  36 

“  Robert  Phillips,  painting  street  signs .  235  05 

“  E.  B.  Hart,  services  of  Dodworth's  Band .  310  00 

“  J.  J.  Diossy  &  Co.,  law  b'ks,  Superior  Court,  Ac  22$  75 

“  C.  R.  Rode,  103  copies  City  Directory .  231  75 

“  J.  F.  Trow,’ 111  copies  City  Directory .  248  75 

“  Albany  State  Register,  subscription  of  Clerk  of 

Common  Council . 24  00 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  allowance  of  salary  to  June  30  94  00 

“  Isaac  Fitz,  26  days  in  Comptroller's  office .  78  00 

“  G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs .  300  00 

“  Manahan's  Band,  music,  July  4th . .  75  00 

“  Robinson's  “  “  75  00 

“  Yorkville  Cornet  Band,  music,  4th  July  . ....  75  00 

“  Shelton's  Brass  Band,  “  “  .  75  00 

“  Blind  Institute  Band,  “  .  75  00 


Carried  forward . . .  $7,395  76 
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1854.  Brought  forward .  $7,395  76 

July  10,  Wallace’s  Band,  music,  4th  July .  75  00 

“  Jas.  Brown,  chiming  Trinity  church  bells .  10  00 

“  G.  Dyckman,  recording  deeds .  10  35 

“  Murray  Hoffman,  counsel  fee .  75  00 

“  Henry  E.  Davies,  “  Court  of  Appeals. .  500  00 

“  M.  C.  Biggs,  “  Superior  Court...  325  00 

“  W.  H.  Dikeman, postage  stamps .  5  00 

“  John  Bapp,  cleaning  sink,  38  Ann  street. .....  39  20 

“  E.  Yan  Kanst,  carriages  at  funeral  of  firemen 

killed  at  Broadway  fire .  221  50 

“  Alfred  Carson,  workmen’s  wages... .  128  00 

H  “  W.  C.  &  J.  S.  Burnham,  on  requisition' .  45  00 

“  J.  &  N.  Tiebout,  signals,  &c . 174  07 

“  W.  H.  Torboss,  repairs  to  engines,  &c . . .  154  50 

“  Mrs.  Wm.  Spader,  cartage .  .  49  59 

“  Pine  &  Hartshorn,  repairs,  &c .  ...  517  38 

“  Alfred  Carson,  for  labor,  &c .  76  08 

24,  Sunday  Mercury,  adv.  fire  at  Jennings’  store..  3  50 

“  Courier  and  Enquirer,  adv.  fire  at  Jennings’  store  3  00 

‘I  N.  Y.  Atlas,  advertising  fire  at  Jennings’  store  5  00 

“  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.,  crape . . .  27  44 

*  John  B.  Vail,  refreshments .  134  25 

“  T.  D.  Gillespie,  funeral  expenses . ...  84  50 

“  D.  Theall,  preparing  banner .  8  00 

“  Jane  Everard,  muslin .  25  50 

“  C.  E.  Doherty,  funeral  expenses .  98  00 

“  John  Ward,  “  “  . . .  39  00 

“  Phyfe  &  Co.,  “  “  .  30  29 

“  Franklin  hose  company,  funeral  expenses .  60  00 

“  C.  L.  Carpenter,  “  “  .  73  88 

“  J.  Winterbojtom  “  “  .  94  00 

“  John  Orser,  Sheriff,  official  services. .  1,398  29 

“  Edwin  Smith,  diagrams  of  Castle  Garden .  225  00 


Carried  forward . $12,111  08 
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1854.  Brought  forward . $12,111  08 

July  24,  Hook  and  ladder  company  No.  1,  vacating  pre¬ 
mises  in  Chambers  street .  1,800  00 

44  Hose  company  No.  28,  vacating  premises  in 

Chambers  street .  600  00 

44  Engine  company  No.  22,  vacating  premises  in 

Chambers  street .  600  00 

“  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall .  46  50 

“  Sarah  Town,  “  “  36  00 

“  Henrietta  Heron,  “  “  26  00 

44  M.  O’Brien,  “  offices  .  20  00 

44  N.  Johnson,  “  44  10  00 

J.  W.  Rickerts,  44  “  82  00 

“  M.  Shandley,  cleaning  offices .  22  00 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  44  35  50 

“  C.  Toilers,  44  25  00 

“  J.  Lavepour,  44  10  00 

44  Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  10  00 

“  Joseph  Leon,  “  12  00 

44  John  Doran,  44  30  00 

44  J.  Cunningham,  44  38  00 

44  Chas.  K.  Taylor,  44  59  00 

44  Thomas  Kennedy,  44  31  00 

44  Jane  Holden,  “  45  83 

44  Bridget  Doyle,  44  20  00 

44  Obadiah  Williams,  44  44  00 

44  James  Shane,  44  32  50 

44  V.  M.  P,  Lyon,  fireman,  new  City  Hall .  62  50 

44  N.  A.  Beach,  services  in  Finance  Department. .  78  00 

44  W.  S.  Cole,  services  to  Tax  Commissioners.. ..  52  00 

44  H.  S.  Dusenberry,  services  to  Tax  Commiss’rs. .  83  33 

44  R.  J.  Dillon,  Corporation  Counsel,  contingenc’s  252  81 

44  G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs. . . .  300  00 

44  John  B.  Butt,  postage  for  Comptroller’s  office. .  6  73 

44  C.  Burdett,  administering  oaths .  46  75 


Carried  forward . $16,628  53 


L- 
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1854. 
July  24, 

Brought  forward . 

W.  H.  Stephens,  contingencies  of  Mayor’s  office 

T.  S.  Nims,  engrossing  minutes . 

Wm.  J.  Brisley,  amount  paid  on  President’s  re- 

$16,628  53 
11  77 
60  00 

197  27 

« 

Wm.  J.  Brisley,  charter  of  steamer  Josephine.. 

100  00 

« 

Daniel  Ewen,  surveys  in  Chatham  street,  &c. . . 

175  00 

“ 

George  Andrews,  copying  tax  hook,  1st  Ward . . 

37  02 

“ 

J.  S.  Waterhury, 

2d  “  . . 

20  73 

C.  S.  Woodruff, 

3d  “  . . 

25  60 

u 

Wm.  Denman, 

4th  “  .. 

27  72 

a 

H.  Ten  Eyck, 

5th  “  . . 

35  17 

a 

H.  Scovill, 

6th  “  .. 

20  70 

« 

Charles  Jenkins, 

Tth  “  . . 

50  11 

« 

W.  S.  Coles, 

8th  “  .. 

44  95 

« 

Theodore  Frost, 

9th  “  . . 

70  18 

Samuel  Warts, 

10th  “  .. 

30  51 

« 

B.  McCabe, 

11th  “ 

51  72 

a 

G.  L.  Loutrel, 

12th  “  .. 

84  46 

« 

H.  K.  Frost, 

13th  “  . . 

25  75 

“ 

Henry  Davis,  “ 

14th  “  . . 

25  11 

“ 

A.  L.  Kimmel, 

15th  “  .. 

54  45 

« 

Charles  H.  Rusher, 

16th  “  . . 

71  92 

“ 

William  Jones, 

17th  “  . . 

60  39 

« 

James  McKinley, 

18th  “  . . 

96  33 

« 

J.  W.  Farr, 

19th  “  . . 

48  54 

“ 

Andrew  Thompson, 

20th  “  . . 

81  79 

« 

James  Andrews, 

21st  lt  .. 

78  76 

« 

J.  S.  Vredenburgh, 

22d  “  .. 

59  05 

“ 

A.  Carson,  workmen’s  wages . . 

128  50 

“ 

James  Galway,  ladders . 

25  00 

“ 

William  H.  Torboss,  repairs - 

90  00 

“ 

J.  P.  Lacour,  glass . 

25  00 

“ 

Mrs.  William  Spader,  cartage. . 

62  01 

“ 

Moses  Sweet,  ladders . 

105  58 

Carried  forward . 

$18,709  62 
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1854.  Brought  forward . $18,709  62 

July  24,  F.  Waterbury,  lanterns . .  8  50 

“  John  Barry,  lanterns .  75  00 

Aug.  7,  G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs .  300  00 

“  N.  Y.  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  B’d  of  A.  Klein,  &c  236  61 

“  P.  Heard,  Assistant  Inspector,  iron  pavement. .  22  50 

“  Nowlan  &  Kearney,  painting  Board  of  Aider- 

men^  Chamber .  235  00 

“  Ira  Floyd,  crape  for  Court  of  Sessions .  10  00 

“  B.  Van  Ranst,  carriage  hire,  funeral  of  N.  B. 

Blunt . . .  140  00 

“  Metropolitan  Bank,  rent  of  office,  Commission¬ 
ers  Central  Park .  150  00 

“  John  Cornell,  cleaning  office .  15  00 

“  Isaac  Fitz,  adjusting  Register’s  account .  114  00 

“  Wm.  Humes,  amount  not  assessed  on  sewer. ...  34  00 

“  G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs .  300  00 

“  A.  Carson,  workmen’s  wages .  142  50 

“  J.  N.  Phillips’ bill . ’. . .  48  93 

“  Hendricks  &  Brothers’ bill .  65  88 

“  Mrs.  W.  Spader,  cartage .  40  99 

“  Charles  Chester,  bill .  89  25 

“  J.  H.  Ludlum,  engine  repairs. . . 192  51 

“  Wm.  H.  Torboss,  “  192  50 

“  John  H.  Sickels,  ;i  . . .  188  33 

“  Howell  Dobbs,  “  16  88 

“  Joshua  Deane,  “  9  63 

21,  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall .  46  50 

“  Sarah  Heron,  “  .  37  00 

“  Henrietta  Heron,  cleaning  City  Hall .  27  00 

“  M.  O’Brien,  ;t  L‘  20  00 

“  N.  Johnson,  “  “  10  0Q 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  “  office .  84  00 

“  Michael  Shandley,  “  “  22  00 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  .  36  75 

Carried  forward . . . . . $21,620  88- 
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1854 
Aug.  21, 


Sept.  4, 


Brought  forward . . .  $21,620  88 

C.  Y oilers,  “  “  25  00 

John  Lavepour,  “  “  10  00 

Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  “  10  00 

J.  Leon,  “  “  12  00 

John  Doran,  “  w  30  00 

J.  Cunningham,  “  “  38  00 

Chas.  K.  Taylor,  “  “  60  50 

Thomas  Kennedy,  “  “  33  00 

Jane  Holden,  “  “  45  83 

Bridget  Doyle,  !<  “  20  00 

Obadiah  Williams,  “  “  45  50 

James  Shane,  “  “  33  75 

Y.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  New  City  Hall - - -  62  50 

W.  S.  Cole,  services  to  Tax  Commissioners. . .  54  00 

R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office .  156  69 

John  B.  Butt,  postage .  6  97 

T.  S.  Nims,  engrossing  minutes  Board  of  Aid..  40  00 

Mary  Healy,  cleaning  City  Hall.. .  16  00 

Charles  Burdett,  administering  oaths .  38  25 

Jemima  Harris,  cleaning  Fifth  District  Court.  13  00 

Alfred  Carson,  workmen’s  wages .  140  38 

J.  Lafarge,  cartage .  75  00 

John  Montague,  pails .  16  00 

John  Barry,  lanterns. . . * .  76  50 

Joshua  Dean,  cartage . 42  25 

James  J.  Bevins,  painting  street  signs .  212  38 

Robert  Phillips,  “  “  238  05 

John  Harley,  “  “  247  94 

W.  II.  Stephens,  contingencies  of  Mayor’s  office.  7  17 

Chas.  H.  Turner,  carriage  hire  for  Street  Com’r.  24  50 

A.  S.  Cady,  recording  satisfaction  piece,  &c. . .  8  70 

Chas.  Jackson,  carriage  hire  for  Street  Com’r..  113  00 

Mrs.  Wood,  cleaning  Recorder's  Office .  9  10 

$23,582  74 


Carried  forward 
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1854. 

Sept. 


Oct. 


Brought  forward . . 

4,  New  York  Pneumatic  Company,  cleaning  sink 

in  Eldridge  street . . 

Alfred  Carson,  workmens'  wages . . 

Mrs.  William  Spader,  cartage. . . . 

Joshua  Dean,  cartage . 

J.  H.  Ludlum,  repairs  to  engines,  & c. ....... . 

James  Ramsey,  “  telegraph . 

C.  Robinson,  “  “  . 

G.  Boyd,  repairing  Board  of  Aldermen's  room. . 
M.  Tourney,  “  “  “  . . 

18,  Charles  O’Conor,  counsel  fee . 

J.  W.  Messereau,  carpenters'  work,  Board  of 

Aldermen's  room . 

J.  C.  Bogart,  mason  work,  B’d  of  Aid's  room. . 

D.  T.  Valentine,  contingencies  of  office . . 

G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs . 

E.  Evans,  brushes,  brooms,  &c . . . 

Edwd.  C.  Green  &  Jno.  Floyd,  surveys  of  rock. 
Jno.  J.  Diossy  &  Co.,  copies  of  laws  of  New  York 
G.  W.  Matsell,  killing  dogs. . . 

2,  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall . 

Sarah  Heron,  “  “  . 

Henrietta  Heron,  “  “  . 

M.  O’Brien,  “  “  . 

N.  Johnson,  “  “  . 

Mary  Healy,  “  “  . 

J.  W.  Rickerts,  cleaning  offices  and  courts 
M.  Shandley, 

G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  “  “ 

Charles  Vollcrs,  “  “  “ 

Jno.  Laverpour,  “  “  “ 

Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  “  “ 

Joseph  Leon,  u  u  “ 


Carried  forward. 
5 


$23,582  74 

56  32 
201  86 
81  91 

19  50 
37  13 
74  04 
50  00 

316  25 
636  70 
250  00 

10  35 
3  18 
34  45. 
300  00 
6  38 
5  00 
52  75 
300  00 

45  00 
36  00 
26  00 

20  00 
10  00 
26  00 
90  00 
27  00 

46  50 
25  00 
10  00 
10  00 
12  00 

$26,402  06 
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1864. 
Oct.  2, 


Brought  forward . . 

John  Doran,  cleaning  offices  and  courts  . . 

J.  Cunningham,  “  “  “ 

C.  K.  Taylor,  “  “  w 

Thomas  Kennedy/*  “  “ 

Jane  Holden,  “  “  “ 

Bridget  Doyle,  “  “  “  . . 

O.  Williams,  “  "  “ 

James  Shane,  **  “  “ 

V.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  new  City  Hall . 

W.  S.  Cole,  services  to  Tax  Commissioners.. 

Win.  Turner,  “  Assistant  Auditor.. .• 

Isaac  Fitz,  “  Comptroller 

R.  B.  Connolly,  per  res.  Board  of  Supervisors 
R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office 
T,  S.  Nims,  engrossing  minutes  Board  of  Aid., 
M.  M.  Staniels,  judg’t.  L.  Townsend  vs.  Mayor 
J.  B.  Butts,  postage,  Comptroller’s  office.. .. 
W.  H.  Stephens,  contingencies  Mayor’s  office. 

I.  O.  Hunt,  services  to  Receiver  of  Taxes. . . . 
Henry  Davis,  “ 

A.  Vredenburgh, 

B.  F.  Pease,  “ 

H.  Scovill, 

P.  H.  Jeremiah, 

A.  S.  Dusenberry, 

A.  McLean,  “ 

Edwin  Smith,  surveys  for  Corporation  Counse 
Daniel  Lee,  ammunition,  per  res.  C.  Council. 
John  McGowan,  damage  to  horse  and  cart. . . 
Daniel  Clark,  damage  to  hack,  No.  279 . 

J.  C.  Helme,  music  at  funeral.  H.  Gibson. . . . 
Wakeman  &  Latting,  Att’ys,  G.  W.  Morton  v 

Mayor . . . 

B.  B.  Dewitt,  repairing  furnace  Hall  of  Records 


$26,402 

06 

30 

00 

38 

00 

69 

00 

28 

00 

46 

82 

20 

00 

44 

00 

39 

00 

62 

50 

62 

00 

63 

00 

111 

00 

375 

06 

166 

28 

50 

00 

34 

75 

7 

09 

5 

39 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

81 

00 

35 

00 

64 

40 

100 

00 

50 

00 

67 

00 

140 

71 

43 

75- 

$28,781 

81 

Carried  forward, 
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1854.  Brought  forward .  $28,781  81 

Oct.  2,  H.  K.  Frost,  administering  oaths  to  H.  Hart..  9  00 

“  G.  W.  Matsell,  requisition  for  killing  dogs. . . .  300  00 

“  16,  D.  T.  Valentine,  preparing  Manual .  1,000  00 

“  Maria  Helmes,  cleaning  court  rooms .  150  00 

“  M.  McGrath,  stage  fare,  &c .  7  39 

“  John  Orser,  services  per  res.  Board  Supervisors.  1,472  41 

“  30,  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall .  46  50 

“  Sarah  Heron,  “  “  . . .  36  00 

“  Henrietta  Heron,  “  “  26  00 

“  M.  O’Brien,  “  “  20  00 

“  N.  Johnson,  “  “  10  00 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  “  offices,  &c .  82  00 

“  M.  Shandley,  “  “  22  00 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  u  41  50 

“  C.  V oilers,  “  “  25  00 

“  John  Laverpour,  “  "  10  00 

“  Eliza  Boggs,  “  “  10  00 

“  Joseph  Leon,  “  “  12  00 

“  John  Doran,  “  “  ' .  30  00 

*  J.  Cunningham,  “  “  38  00 

“  Chas.  K.  Taylor,  “  “  59  00 

“  Thomas  Kennedy,  “  “  . . .  30  00 

“  Jane  Holden,  “  “  45  82 

“  Bridget  Doyle,  “  “  20  00 

“  O.  Williams,  “  “  44  00 

“  James  Shane,  “  “  39  00 

“  V.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  new  City  Hall .  62  50 

“  Wm.  Turner,  services  Auditing  Bureau .  78  00 

“  W.  S.  Cole,  “  Tax  Commissioners. 54  00 

“  Mary  Kennedy,  cleaning  Grand  Jury  room.. ..  10  00 

“  R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office .  248  74 

“  Isaac  Fitz,  services  to  Comptroller .  78  00 

“  Mary  Taylor,  cleaning  offices . .  62  00 

“  W.  H.  Stephens,  contingencies,  Mayor’s  office.  14  04 

Carried  forward  . .  $32,974  71 
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1854.  Brought  forward . 

Oct.  30,  T.  S.  Nims,  copying  minutes,  Board  Aldermen. 

Mary  Haley,  cleaning  City  Hall . 

J.  B.  Butt,  postage,  &c.,  Comptroller’s  office  .. 

Christopher  Long,  posting  bills . . 

Sante  Minto,  judgment  vs.  Mayor. . . 

A.  Vredenburgh,  extra  clerk,  Tax  Rec’r  office. 

A.  S.  Dusenberry,  “  “  .... 

P.  H.  Jeremiah,  “  “  .... 

H.  Scovill,  “  “  «... 

J.  O.  Hunt,  “  “  .... 

B.  F.  Pease,  “  “  .... 

Henry  Davis,  “  “  .... 

A.  F.  Kimmcl,  “  “  .... 

Nov.  13,  Sweeny  &  Anderson,  judgment  M.  Lacour  vs. 

Mayor,  &c. . . . . . 

“  S.  Judd’s  Sons  &  Co.,  candles  for  offices . 

“  James  M.  Baker,  services  at  Albany  for  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Jurors . 

“  Bliss,  Briggs  &  Douglass,  crape  at  funeral  of  N. 

B.  Blunt . . . 

“  J.  Ferguson,  repairing  locks  of  Marine  Court. 
11  B.  D.  Welch,  repairing  and  cleaning  clocks. . . 
“  W.  C.  Lyons,  furniture  for  Superier  Court. . .  . 
“  Thomas  Watson,  on  requisition  of  Street  Com¬ 
missioner,  for  new  corners  Chambers  and 

Murray  streets . . . 

William  Swart,  numbering  houses . 

J.  H.  Hinton,  medical  services . 

E.  Byrne,  “  “  . 


M.  Roberts, 

C.  Kiersted, 

John  Simmons, 
Edward  Collett, 
J.  S.  Kilbourne, 
Carried  forward. . . . 


$32,974  71 
30  00 
26  00 
8  87 
23  00 
47  12 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 

444  55 
15  75 

30  00 

32  50 
3  88 
10  00 
215  25 


153  00 
233  80 
3  00 
2  00 
5  00 
10  00 
167  00 
3  00 
39  00 
$35,101  43 
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1854.  Brought  forward. . . . . .  $35,101  43 

Nov.  13,  William  Moore,  medical  services .  36  00 

“  P.  B.  Lodge,  “  44  50  00 

“  G.  McAllister,  “  “  20  00 

“  R.  D.  Squibb,  44  “  7  00 

44  M.  A.  Van  Lier,  “  “  36  00  , 

“  A.  S.  Church,  “  “  5  00 

44  27,  J.  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall  .  45  00 

“  Sarah  Heron,  “  44  36  00 

44  Henrietta  Heron,  “  26  00 

“  M.  O’Brien,  “  “  20  00 

44  N.  Johnson,  44  14  10  00 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  cleaning  offices  .  82  00 

“  .  M.  Shandley,  “  “  22  00 

44  G.  Fitzsimmons,  44  44  41  50 

44  C.  Yollers,  44  44  25  00 

“  John  Laverpour,  44  44  10  00 

44  Elizabeth  Boggs,  44  44  10  00 

44  Joseph  Leon,  44  “  12  00 

44  John  Doran,  “  44  30  00 

“  J.  Cunningham,  “  44  38  00 

“  Chas.  K.  Taylor,  “  “  59  00 

“  Thos.  Kennedy,  “  “  30  00 

Jane  Holden,  “  “  45  82 

“  Bridget  Doyle,  44  44  20  00 

44  O.  Williams,  44  44  88  00 

44  James  Shane,  44  44  39  00 

„  V.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  new  City  Hall .  62  50 

44  W.  Turner,  services,  Auditing  Bureau .  78  00 

44  Isaac  Fitz,  “  Finance  Department. .. .  78  00 

44  W.  S.  Cole  4*  Tax  Commissioners....  52  00 

44  R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office .  198  05 

44  D.  Bostwick,  expenses  to  Albany,  case  Dr. 

Graham .  9  00 

44  F.  White,  carriage  hire,  case  Dr.  Graham .  4  00 

Carried  forward . . .  $36,426  30 
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1854. 
Nov.  27, 

(t 


a 

it 


it 


it 


it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 


Brought  forward . . .  . 

F.  Spicer  and  D.  Bostwick,  bringing  witness, 

case  Dr.  Graham . 

H.  Quinn,  carriage  hire  for  Mrs.  Gray,  case 

Dr.  Graham . . . 

James  Wheelan,  carriage  hire,  Judge  of  Oyer 

and  Terminer,  case  Dr.  Graham . 

William  Thomas,  making  plans  St.  Nicholas 

Hotel,  case  Dr.  Graham . 

Mary  Haley,  cleaning  court  rooms . 

Mary  Kennedy,  “  “  . 

Jemima  Harris,  “  “  . 

A.  M.  C.  Smith,  judgment  vs.  Mayor,  (sewer, 

Maiden  lane) . . . . 

John  Harper,  judgment  vs.  Mayor,  (sewer,  Ful¬ 
ton  street) . . . 

A.  Vredenburgh,  extra  clerk,  tax  office . 

A.  S.  Dusenberry,  “  “  ....... 

Howard  Scovill,  “  “  . 

B.  F.  Pease,  “  “ 

P.  H.  Jeremiah,  “  “  . 

Isaac  0.  Hunt,  **  “  . 

A.  F.  Kimmel,  “  “  . 

Henry  Davis,  “  "  . . 

J ohn  B .  Butt,  postage . . . 

T.  Rynders,  convicting  an  illegal  voter . 

F.  Saunders,  engrossing  minutes  B’d  of  Alder’n 
E.  A.  Purdy,  removing  Receiver  of  Taxes  office 
W.  H.  Stephens,  contingencies,  Mayor’s  office. 
S.  Judd’s  Sons  &  Co.,  candles  for  departments 
McSpedon  &  Baker,  printing  for  Supreme  Court 
Eliza  King,  balance  due  S.  King,  late  assessor 

Second  Ward . . . . 

D.  T.  Valentine,  contingencies  Clerk  Comjnon 
Council . 


Carried  forward 


$36,426  30 
8  27 
1  00 
3  00 

25  00 

26  00 
10  00 
19  50 

829  75 

643  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
78  00 
6  74 
100  00’ 
110  00 
81  00 
6  60 
15  75 
185  13 

50  00 

69  41 
<$39,240  45 
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1854.  Brought  forward . . 

Nov.  27,  J.  W.  Fell,  medicai  services . 

It.  D.  Squibb,  “  . . 

Robert  Hall,  “  . . . 

L.  J.  Henry,  **  . . 

F.  L.  Harris,  “  . . 

E.  Byrne,  “  . . . . . 

Charles  Marsh.  “  . . 

James  Douglas,  “  . 

J.  Sage  Kilbourne,  *'  . . 

Julius  Frankel,  “ 

M.  A.  Van  Lier,  “  . 

N.  M.  Freeman,  “  . . 

Charles  A.  Budd,  **  . 

J.  N.  Husted,  “  . 

G.  H.  Traphagen,  “  . 

George  S.  Carter,  “  . 

J.  H.  Ludlum,  repairs  for  Fire  Department. 
W.  H.  Torboss, 

G.  W.  Wheeler,  labor, 

Wm.  R.  Edwards, 

S.  A.  Edwards, 

E.  Chambers, 

David  Conlan, 

John.  J.  Borras, 

Jacob  Miller, 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

W.  R.  Edwards, 

S.  A.  Edwards, 

E.  Chambers, 

David  Conlan, 

J.  J.  Borras, 

Jacob  Miller, 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

W.  R.  Edwards, 

Carried  forward .... 


$39,240  45 
70  75 
10  00 
6  00 
7  00 
68  00 
2  00 
52  00 

14  00 
42  00 

6  00 
52  50 

15  00 
•  35  00 

7  00 
25  00 
29  29 
56  43 
101  50 
27  00 

23  00 

20  13 
20  12 
15  75 

17  25 
15  38 
27  00 

24  00 

21  00 
21  00 

18  00 
18  00 
18  00 
27  00 
24  00 

$40,176  55 
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1854. 
Nov.  27, 

H 


a 


Dec.  11, 

it 


a 

u 

u 

Dec.  26, 


Brought  forward . . . 

S.  A.  Edwards,  labor  for  Fire  Department. . . . 

E.  Chambers,  “  “  “  .... 

David  Conlan,  “  “  “  .... 

J.  J.  Borras,  “  “  “  .... 

Jacob  Miller,  “  “  “  .... 

P.  B.  Sweeny,  legal  services,  S.  Clark  vs.  Mayor 
Margaret  O’Brien,  clean’g  Rec.  Taxes’  office.. 
R.  J.  Dodge,  plans  exterior  line  Harlem  river. 
J.  T.  Ludlum  and  E.  Ewen,  plans  exterior  line 

Harlem  river . . . 

J.  J.  Bevins,  numbering  streets . 

W.  Dodge,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office. . 
James  J.  Odell  and  J.  J.  Ward,  convicting  ille¬ 
gal  voter . . 

P.  R.  Wortendyke,  ice  for  departments . 

F.  Grain,  for  painting  of  High  Bridge . 

Holly  Lyon,  arrest’g  and  convict’g  illegal  voter 
David  Roach  and  Peter  Kelioe,  convicting  ille¬ 
gal  voter . 

H.  B.  Weed,  services  as  Sergeant-at-Arms. . . . 
David  Stanton,  engrossing  resolution  of  condo¬ 
lence  to  family  N.  B.  Blunt . 

Maria  Helmes,  cleaning  courts . . 

E.  W.  Davis,  report,  official  proceedings . 

John  S.  Carter,  for  medical  services . 

John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall. . . . 

Sarah  Heron,  “  . 

Henrietta  Heron,  cleaning  City  Hall . 

M.  O’Brien,  “  “  . 

N.  Johnson,  cleaning  City  Hall. . . . . . 

Mary  Healy,  “  . . 

J.  W.  Rickerts,  “  offices . 

M.  Shandley,  “  . 

G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  . . 


Carried  forward 


$40,176  55 
21  00 
21  00 
18  00 
18  00 
16  88 
500  00 
10  00 
192  00 

408  00 
16  00 
119  25 

100  00 
781  53  • 
50  00 
100  00 

100  00 
100  00 

20  00 
75  00 
300  00 
18  75 
46  50 
36  00 
26  00 
5  00 
10  00 
26  00 
82  00 
22  00 
41  50 

$43,456  96 
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1854. 
Dec.  26, 


Brought  forward . . 

C.  Vollers,  cleaning  offices . 

John  Laverpour,  “  . 

Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  . . . 

Joseph  Leon,  “  . . . 

John  Doran,  “  . 

J.  Cunningham,  “  . . 

C.  K.  Taylor,  “  . . 

Thomas  Kennedy,  “  . . 

Jane  Holden,  “  . 

Bridget  Doyle,  “  . . . . 

Obadiah  Williams,  “  . 

J ames  Shane,  l'  . . 

Y.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  New  City  Hall.. .. , . 

M.  O’Brien,  cleaning  offices . . . 

W.  Turner,  services,  Auditing  Bureau . .  . 

Isaac  Fitz,  “  Finance  Department.... 

W.  S.  Cole,  “  Tax  Commissioners . 

R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office . 

E.  Van  Ranst,  carriage  hire,  reception  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Fillmore . .....*. 

D.  M.  Hollister,  steamboat  Laura  Knapp . 

Steamer  Norwalk . . 

F.  Frye,  fare  and  expenses  to  Philadelphia.. . 

Treadwell,  Acker  &  Co.,  board,  &c . 


entertain’t  and  exp. 
“  H.  Scovill,  29  days’  services  to  Rec.  of  Taxes. . 
“  H.  Davis,  “  “ 

“  A.  H.  Kimmel,  “  “ 

“  B.  F.  Pease,  “  “ 

“  A.  Yredenburgh,  “  “  " 

“  J.  0.  Hunt,  27  days,  “  “ 

“  Charles  Burdett,  administering  116  oaths . 

(<  A.  C.  Flagg,  moneys  paid  in  suit,  Russ  &  Reid 
“  W.  C.  Lyons,  table  for  Comptroller’s  office... 


Carried  forward 


$43,456  96 
25  75 
10  00 
10  00 
12  00 
30  00 

38  00 
59  00 
30  00 
45  83 
20  00 
88  00 

39  00 
62  50 
20  00 
78  00 
78  00 
52  00 

196  33 

100  00 
150  00 
200  00 

13  00 
49  18 

203  00 
87  00 
87  00 
87  00 
87  00 
87  00 
81  00 

14  50 
92  25 

8  00 
$45,697  30 
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1854. 
Dec.  26, 


Brought  forward . 

John  B.  Butt,  postage . 

W.  H.  Stephens,  expenses  Major’s  office.. ... . . 

K.  S.  Derrickson,  clerk  to  Fire  Committee. . . . 

H.  Vandervoort,  furnishing  statement  to  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State . 

Pearl  hose  company  No.  28,  fitting  up  room... 
James  Timpson,  Chapman’s  Interest  Tables  for 
Receiver  of  Taxes . 

F.  Saunders,  engrossing  minutes  B’rd  Aldermen 

Harvey  Hart.,  Bank  Note  List,  postage.  &c. . . . 
W.  Chauncey,  examin’g  Croton  Dep’t  Records 
W.  Hodgkinson,  “  “  “ 

C.  Newson,  cleaning  Court  Common  Pleas. 

A.  S.  Cady,  cash  p’d  for  recording  mortgages, &c 
Joseph  Blackburn,  amount  retained  from  Asses 

sor’s  fees,  April,  1854 . 

John  Thompson,  amount  retained  from  Asses 
sors’  fees,  April,  1854 . . . 

G.  Niven,  am’tret’d  from  Ass’rs’ fe.'S,  Ap’l,  ’54 

A.  T.  Cochrane,  “  “ 

Hugh  Martin,  “  “ 

C.  H.  Lyons,  “  “ 

Charles  Ridden,  w  “ 

John  McKinnan,  “  “ 

Rowland  Hill,  “  " 

Samuel  Wandell,  tc  “ 

John  Martin,  “  “ 

John  D.  Farrington,  “  “ 

A.  S.  Van  Dursen,  “  “ 

J.  B.  Fox,  “ 

A.  W.  Smith,  “  ** 

L.  Onderdonk,  M  “ 

A.  Demurest,  M  “ 

James  Griffith,  “  M 

Carried  forward . . . 


$45,697  3  0 
6  71 
8  66 
150  00 

180  00 
85  00 

50  00 
95  00 
9  89 
150  00 
150  00 
16  00 
33  05 

50  00 

50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 

$47,531  61 


1854. 

75  (Doc.  No.  33. 

Brought  forward . .  $47,531  61 

Dec.  26, 

J.  H.  Betts,  am’t  ret’dfrom  Ass’rs’  fees,  Ap’l,  ’54 

50  00 

John  Phillips,  “  “ 

50  00 

“ 

L.  Dingee,  “  “ 

50  00 

tt 

P.  McGuire,  “  “ 

50  00 

tt 

A.  M.  Sheldon, 

50  00 

<i 

T.  W.  Pooley, 

50  00 

V.  S.  Cornell, 

50  00 

tt 

H.  G.  West, 

50  00 

tt 

J.  Laughlin,  '*  “ 

50  00 

“ 

I.  M.  Phyfe, 

50  00 

tt 

Charles  Sullivan,  **  “ 

50  00 

a 

Whitman  Phillips,  **  “  . 

50  00 

tt 

Edward  Berrian,  “  “ 

50  00 

a 

W.  H.  Yan  Benschoten,  "  " 

50  00 

it 

B.  D.  Andrews,  “ 

50  00 

“ 

George  W.  Donald,  “  “ 

50  00 

“ 

H.  W.  Dikeman, 

50  00 

tt 

F.  J.  Twomey, 

50  00 

tt 

W.  Denike,  *  “ 

50  00 

u 

William  Murray,  '*  “ 

50  00 

u 

J.  Miller, 

50  00 

it 

H.  Smith, 

50  00 

tt 

John  Clark, 

50  00 

a 

William  Y.  Leggett,  "  “ 

50  00 

A.  V.  Barbarie,  tc  “ 

50  00 

tt 

C.  K.  Acker,  numbering  streets . . . 

86  25 

William  Swart,  “  “  . . 

247  66 

1855. 

Jan.  10,  P.  H.  Jeremiah,  services  in  Receiver  of  Taxes’ office 

78  00 

U 

A.  S.  Dusenberry,  do . 

78  00 

tt 

Mary  Kennedy,  cleaning  Grand  Jury  rooms.. 

10  00 

ft 

Jacob  Hyatt,  seal  and  engravi  ng  city  coat  of  arms 

12  00 

tt 

H.  K.  Frost,  administ’g  oaths  to  Rec’r  of  Taxe3 

9  00 

U 

A.  C.  Booraem,  medical  services . 

20  00 

41 

S.  A.  Hill,  do 

22  00 

Carried  forward . * . $49,344  52 
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1865. 
Jan.  10. 


U 


U 


Brought  forward . $49,344  62 

William  Cecil,  medical  services.. .  20  00 

Mary  Anderson,  for  G.  W.  Anderson,  for  copy¬ 
ing  indexes,  Register’s  office .  11  00 

W.  B.  Ripley,  “  “  69  75 

William  Dodge,  “  “  48  50 

S.  C.  Duryea,  ,,  “  ..............  75  90 

G.  W.  Newcomb,  “  “  75  30 

Edward  Eccleston;  “  “  191  40 

Theodore  Hart,  “  “  .  120  00 

E.  Evans,  postage,  brooms,  &c. . . . . .  6  87 

Bowman  &  Green,  Attorneys,  William  Wood- 

lock  vs.  Mayor,  &c . .  117  27 

G.  T.  Rogers,  ackn’dg’g  affid’ts,  Heckrott  case.  5  75 

J.  T.  Brown,  ar’ing  and  conv’g  an  illegal  voter.  100  00 

J.  A.  Towle,  ext.  serv’s  to  B’d  of  Assist’s  1853.  250  00 

Jos.  B.  Young,  extra  services  to  Committee  of 

Board  of  Aldermen,  1852-3 .  150  00 

J.  H.  Chambers,  services,  secretary  Fire  Dep’t  300  00 

R.  A.  Clark,  services  County  Clerk’s  office. . .  198  00 

J.  P.  Brinckerhoff,  cl’g  sink,  Eldridge  st.  prison  50  96 

J.  M.  Shaw,  sundries,  furnished  Departments..  70  12 

W.  Featherston,  ringing  bell,  85th  st.,  4th  July.  2  25 

G.  Hannaway,  ringing  bell,  Bloomingdale,  do.  2  25 

Daniel  Ewen,  surveying  and  making  map  9th 
Ward,  res.  Board  of  Supervisors,  Nov.  23. ..  1,500  00 

C.  W.  Fales,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office, 
resolution  Board  of  Supervisors,  January  15  20  75 

Edward  Eccleston,  do . 157  00 

James  S.  Combs,  do .  Ill  60 

John  Orser,  official  services  as  Sheriff,  resolu¬ 
tion  Board  of  Supervisors,  January  18 .  1,822  10 

Munroe  &  Ferguson,  repairs  to  Register’s  office.  68  72 

M.  A.  Smith,  clean’g  c’rt  room,  4th  Dist.  C’rt.  78  00 

J .  J.  Riley,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  Office.  105  00 

Carried  forward . $55,072  99 
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1855. 
Jan.  22, 


U 


u 

<c 


Brought  forward. . . . . . .  $55,072  99 

T.  T.  Jackson,  serving  notices  for  unpaid  taxes, 

per  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  87  75 

William  H.  Caniff,  “  “  94  71 

N.  H.  Williamson,  “  “  16  50 

William  Blakely,  “  “  ........  24  51 

M.  White,  /  “  63  66 

M.  J.  Wilcomb,  “  “  32  70 

M.  L.  Swartz,  “  “  15  39 

W.  H.  Knapp,  (  “  7  83 

H.  Vyonian,  “  “  10  05 

R.  Newell,  “  “  73  08 

William  Rowe,  “  “  30  90 

James  Dewey,  “  “  67  80 

Neil  A.  Shaw,  “  “  116  85 

John  Cooper,  jr.,  “  “  104  55 

W.  W.  Boyle,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  Office, 

per  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  84  50 

Ephraim  Reed,  do . . . .  119  40 

Thomas  Watson,  repairing,  foot  of  James  and 

corner  Cherry  street .  21  00 

J.  J.  Bevins,  painting  nine  street  signs  for  Bax¬ 
ter  street. . . . .  24  00 

W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  streets .  241  78 

Charles  G-.  Havens,  portrait  of  Baron  Steuben, 
resolution  Common  Council .  200  00 

D.  A.  Forbes,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  Office, 

resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  46  25 

E.  Evans,  services  to  Finance  Committee,  1853, 

resolution  Common  Council .  100  00 

John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall .  46  50 

Sarah  Heron,  “  37  00 

Henrietta  Heron,  “  27  00 

M.  O’Brien,  “  20  00 

N.  Johnson,  “  10  00 

Carried  forward. . . . . . .  $56,796  80 


~ 
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1855-  Brought  forward . . . 

Jan.  22,  Mary  Healy,  cleaning  City  Hall... . 

“  J.  W.  Rickcrts,  “ 

“  Michael  Shandley,  “  . 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  . 

“  C.  Vollers,  “  •  •  •••- . 

“  John  Laverpour,  “  . 

“  Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  . 

“  J.  Leon,  “  . 

“  John  Doran,  “  . 

“  J.  Cunningham,  “  . 

“  Charles  K.  Taylor,  “  . 

“  Thomas  Kennedy,  “  . 

“  Jane  Holden,  “  ' 

“  Bridget  Doyle,  “  . 

“  Obadiah  Williams,  “  . 

“  y.  M.  P.  Lyon,  fireman,  New  City  Hall . 

«  Win.  S..  Cole,  services  to  Tax  Commissioners. 

“  R.  J.  Dillon,  Counsel  to  Corp’n  cont.  of  office. 

“  J.  B.  Butt,  postage . 

“  Margaret  Millen,  cleaning  Sixth  District  Court, 
one  year  to  Dec.  1,  res.  Board  of  Supervisors 

“  James  Shane,  cleaning  offices  . . 

“  Charlotte  Newson,  do . 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  ext.  cPk  in  Tax  Office,  Feb.  1. 

“  J.  0.  Hunt, 

“  H.  Scovill, 

“  A.  H.  Kimmel,  “ 

“  B.  F.  Pease, 

“  H.  Davis, 

“  E.  A.  Ware, 

“  P.  H.  Jeremiah,  “  “  “ 

«  W.  H.  Stevens,  Mayor’s  Marshal,  cont.  of  office. 
“  E.  Evans,  cleaning  Grand  Jury  rooms,  Sept.  ’54. 


$56,796  80 

27  00 
86  60 

28  00 
42  75 
26  50 
10  00 
10  00 
12  00 
30  00 
38  00 
60  50 
50  00 
45  83 
20  00 
91  00 
62  50 
54  00 

330  48 
7  86 

50  00 
40  50 
25  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
81  00 
169  01 
10  00 


Carried  forward 


$58,772  23 
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1855. 
Jan.  22, 


Feb.  5, 


<i 


<< 


Brought  forward .  $58,772  23 

Jemima  Harris,  cleaning  Fifth  Ward  District 

Court,  to  February  1 .  19  50 

T.  S.  Nims,  engrossing  minutes  Board  of  Aid.  59  00 

Sarah  Heron,  cleaning  Mayor’s  office .  3  00 

G.  H.  Tucker,  copying  general  indexes,  per  reso¬ 
lution  Board  of  Supervisors .  78  00 

John  Wildey,  jr.,  “  115  20 

John  Poynton,  “  92  00 

S.  T.  Fisk,  “  114  00 

P.  J.  Mol  lens,  “  113  40 

C.  H.  Whittaker,  “  89  50 

R.  S.  Fowler,  92  days  copying  and  arranging 

papers  Court  of  Common  Pleas .  184  00 

Hugh  Daly,  91  days,  “  182  00 

R.  J.  Clark,  92  days,  “  184  00 

Dennis  Flynn,  88  days.  “  176  00 

Bloomingdale  Asylum,  board  and  tuition  of  Ann 
E.  Smith,  from  January  1  to  Dec.  31, 1854...  212  10 

C.  T.  McClenachan,  contingencies  of  Clerk  of 

Councilmen .  14  45 

C.  T.  McClenachan,  compiling  laws  relative  to 

Fire  Department . 100  00 

P.  H.  Dreyer,  superintending  numbering  streets, 

Street  Commissioner’s  Office . . .  35  60 

J.  J.  Bevins,  numbering  street  lamps  on  West, 

Washington  and  Greenwich  streets .  250  00 

W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  various  streets .  249  02 

R.  B.  Connolly,  postage,  County  Clerk’s  Office.  48  20 
P.  J.  Joachiinssen,  judgment  M.  Woolfe  us. 

'  Mayor.  &c .  238  50 

J.  B.  Smith,  services  rendered  to  Court  of  Ses¬ 
sions,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  58  33 

C.  B.  Woodruff,  copying  indexes  in  Register’s 
Office,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  53  25 

Carried  forward. . . $61,441  28 


Doc.  No.  38.)  8b  , 

1855.  Brought  forward .  $61,441  28 

Feb.  5,  C.  W.  Fales,  copying  indexes  in  Register’s 

Office, per  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors. .  85  50 

“  Augustus  Purdy,  taking  various  affidavits,  three 

years,  Finance  Department,  Jan.  1, 1855...  150  00 

“  19,  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  board 

and  clothing  of  A.  Klein  and  others . . .  275  40 

“  Moses  C.  Hagadorn,  music,  funeral  Major  Gib¬ 
son,  resolution  Common  Council,  Feb.  9,  ’55.  65  00 

“  S.  A.  Brown,  judgment  and  costs,  vs.  Mayor,  &c.  67  28 

“  W.  D.  Swart,  renumbering  streets,  Street  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Department. . . .  247  66 

“  J.  J.  Bevins,  lettering  street  lamps .  250  00 

“  P.  H.  Dreyer,  superint.,  numbering  streets...  69  92 

“  T.  Riley,  inspector,  street  numbers .  96  00 

“  W.  Dodge,  examining  indexes  Register’s  Office.  135  60 

“  Metropolitan  Bank,  rent  of  office  for  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Central  park .  150  00 

11  John  Connell,  cleaning  office,  &c .  26  50 

“  Coleman  &  Stetson,  entertainment  on  reception 

of  Capt.  Creighton, res.  Common  Council.. ..  215  25 

“  E.  Van  Ranst,  carriage  hire,  for  members  and 

Committees . . .  133  00 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  ext.  cl’k  in  Tax  Office,  24  ds.  72  00 

“  P.  H.  Jeremiah,  “  “  72  00 

“  J.  O.  Hunt,  “  “  72  00 

“  E.  A.  Ware,  “  “  72  00 

“  A.  F.  Kimmel,  “  ,f  72  00 

“  Henry  Davis,  “  “  72  00 

“  Howard  Scovill,  “  “  72  00 

“  •  B.  F.  Pease,  “  «  72  00 

“  W.  S.  Cole,  services  in  Tax  Commissioner’s 

Office .  43  00 

“  John  B.  Butt,  postages  for  Comptroller’s  Office.  9  67 
Carried  forward . $64,040  06 
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1855.  Brought  forward . . . 

March  5,  C.  A.  Mayer,  balance  salary  on  judgment  vs. 

Mayor . . 

“  L.  A.  Rosenmuller,  medical  services  . . . 

“  Edward  Collett,  “  .......... 

“  J-  Dugan,  ringing  bell,  4th  July,  1854 . 

“  P.  Monaghan,  repairing  Firemen's  Register,  in 

Clerk  of  C.  C.  office . 

“  L-  W.  Fenneller,  translating  Italian  Journal, 

relative  to  frigate  Des  Jennes . . . 

“  Doctor  E.  Nichols,  medical  services,  Eleventh 
Ward,  cholera  season,  1849,  resolution  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  February  28,  1855 . . . 

“  D.  B.  Welsh,  repairing  clocks,  chambers  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  per  res.  February  28,  1855. . . . 
“  W.  W.  Osborn,  music,  United  Americans,  22d 

February,  1855 . 

“  19.  Lewis  &  Blood,  law  books  for  Corporation. . . . 
“  Phillips  &  Manning,  two  feather  dusters  for 

Mayor’s  office . 

“  J.  H.  Platt,  exam'g  indexes,  Reg’s  office. ..... 

“  C.  Toilers,  attending  office  City  Judge,  9  weeks, 

res.  Board  Supervisors. ...  . . 

“  Randall  &  Bannon,  gold  medal  for  J.  W.  Gar- 

side,  for  saving  lives  at  fire . 

“  Gregory  &  Seely,  repairing  maps,  Register's 
office,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors  ....... 

“  Chas.  O’Conor,  opinion  on  sales  for  ass’ts. . . . 

“  C.  H.  Haswell,  expense  to  Washington  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Baker . . . 

“  D.  T.  Valentine,  conting.  of  office,  C.  C.  C . 

“  W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  streets  for  Street  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Department . . 

"  Thomas  Riley,  painting,  &c.,  street  signs . 

“  J.  J.  Bevins,  lettering,  &c.,  street  lamps . 

Carried  forward . . . . . 


$70,774  30 

33  04 
13  OO 
5  00 

2  25 

29  50 
15  00 


382  50 

11  00 

400  00 
505  75 

3  00 
199  80 

36  00 

150  00 

240  00 
250  00 

70  37 
39  35 

247  52 
243  00 

248  00 

$73,898  38 


1855.  Brought  forward . :  •  •  . . . 

Feb.  19,  P.  B.  Lodge,  medical  services,  resolution  Com- 

mon  Council,  February  29,  1855 . 

“  John  Lavepour,  cleaning  offices,  March  1st. . . . 
March  5,  Edwin  Smith,  E.  H.  Tracy  and  William  Dodge, 
Com.  Grades,  per  res.  C.  C.,  March  5,  1855. 

«  A.  Ming,  clerk  to  Mayor,  postage  for  Mayor’s 

Office . . - . 

“  S.  Judd’s  Sons  &  Co.,  candles  for  City  Hall... 

“  W.  L.  Castle,  ammunition,  &c.,22d  Feb.,  1855. 

“  Isaac  Edge,  jr.,  for  fireworks,  &c . 

“  New  York  Courier  &  Enquirer,  advertising 

celebration  Washington’s  Birthday . 

“  New  York  Daily  Times,  ” 

«  ”  Sun,  ”  . 

u  ”  Day  Book  ”  . 

V  I.  M.  Phyfe,  Treas.  Yet.  Corps  of  1812 . 

“  E.  Holt, serv’g  notices  4th  July,  1854, for  Com. 
“  Wm.  Dodge,  indexing,  Register’s  Office,  resolu¬ 
tion  Board  of  Supervisors . 

“  J.  B.  Smith,  services  Court  Sessions,  to  March 


$65,818  04 

145  00 
10  00 

8,858  93 

13  28 
15  75 
55  50 
60  00 

6  00 
8  87 
5  75 
2  50 
266  00 
25  00 

165  72 


1st,  1855 


58  33 


E.  H.  Kimbark,  M.  D.,  medical  services,  resolu¬ 
tion  Common  Council .  123  00 

W.  D.  Swart,  bill  for  numbering  streets .  244  02 

Wm.  II.  Mathews,  services  in  Street  Depart¬ 
ment .  108  00 

J.  J.  Bevins,  painting  street  lamps .  250  00 

P.  H,  Dreyer,  sup’t  numbering  streets . . .  34  86 

C.  T.  McClenachan,  compiling  State  laws,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Fire  Department,  res.  Common  Coun- 

•  cil,  September  22d,  1854 . . .  400  00 

M.  Laughman,  judgment  vs.  Mayor  and  Common 
Council .  104  75 


Carried  forward 


$70,774  30 


#83 


(Doc.  No.  33. 


1855.  Brought  forward . . . 

March  5,  C.  A.  Mayer,  balance  salary  on  judgment  vs. 

Mayor . . 

“  L.  A.  Rosenmuller,  medical  services . . 

“  Edward  Collett,  “  .......... 

“  J.  Dugan,  ringing  bell,  4th  July,  1854 . 

“  P.  Monaghan,  repairing  Firemen's  Register,  in 

Clerk  of  C.  C.  office . . . 

“  L.  W.  Fenneller,  translating  Italian  Journal, 

relative  to  frigate  Des  Jennes . 

“  Doctor  E.  Nichols,  medical  services,  Eleventh 
Ward,  cholera  season,  1849,  resolution  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  February  28,  1855 . . . 

“  D.  B.  Welsh,  repairing  clocks,  chambers  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  per  res.  February  28,  1855. . . . 
“  W.  W.  Osborn,  music,  United  Americans,  22d 

February,  1855 . 

“  19.  Lewis  &  Blood,  law  books  for  Corporation. . . . 
“  Phillips  &  Manning,  two  feather  dusters  for 

Mayor’s  office . 

“  J.  H.  Platt,  exam’g  indexes,  Reg’s  office. ..... 

“  C.  Yollers,  attending  office  City  Judge,  9  weeks, 

res.  Board  Supervisors ....  . . 

“  Randall  &  Bannon,  gold  medal  for  J.  W.  Gar- 

side,  for  saving  lives  at  fire . 

“  Gregory  &  Seely,  repairing  maps,  Register's 
office,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors  ....... 

“  Chas.  O’Conor,  opinion  on  sales  for  ass'ts. . . . 

“  C.  H.  Haswell,  expense  to  Washington  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Baker.. . . . . 

“  D.  T.  Valentine,  conting.  of  office,  C.  C.  C. ... . 

“  W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  streets  for  Street  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Department. . . . 

H  Thomas  Riley,  painting,  &c.,  street  signs . 

“  J.  J.  Bevins,  lettering,  &c.,  street  lamps. ..... 

Carried  forward . . . . . . . 


$70,774  30 

33  04 
13  OO 
5  00 

2  25 

29  50 
15  00 


382  50 

11  00 

400  00 
505  75 

3  00 
199  80 

36  00 

150  00 

240  00 
250  00 

70  37 
39  35 

247  52 
243  00 

248  00 

$73,898  38 
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1855.  Brought  forward .  $73,898  38 

March  19,  W.  H.  Mathews,  services  in  street  department.  36  00 

“  P.  H.  Dreyer,  Supt.  numbering  streets .  35  36 

“  W.  G.  Elder,  moneys  expended  in  search  of 

Baker,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  21  20 

“  A.  Ming,  administering  oaths . 15  75 

“  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall,  April  1. . . .  46  50 

“  S.  Heron,  ”  ”  ....  37  00 

H.  Heron,  ”  ”  ....  27  00 

“  M.  O’Brien,  ”  ”  20  00 

“  N.  Johanson,  ”  ”  ....  10  00 

M.  Halsey,  ”  ;;  ....  27  00 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  cleaning  city  offices,  &c .  99  00 

M.  Shandley,  ”  ”  22  00 

*•  G.  Fitzsimmons,  ”  ”  42  75 

“  C.  Vollers,  ”  ”  25  00 

“  E.  Boggs,  ”  ”  10  00 

“  Joseph  Leon,  ”  ”  12  00 

“  John  Doran,  ”  ”  .......  30  00 

“  J.  Cunningham,  ”  ”  38  00 

C.K.  Taylor,  ”  ”  ......  60  50 

“  T.  Kennedy,  •”  ”  40  00 

11  J.  Shane,  ”  ”  40  50 

“  O.  Williams,  ”  w  91  00 

ri  Y.  P.  M.  Lyon,  fireman,  New  Court  House. ...  62  50 

Sarah  Ames,  cleaning  offices....... .  20  00 

“  Charlotte  Munson,  ”  25  00 

u  Mary  Doyle,  ”  . . .  *  20  00 

“  Jane  Holden,  ”  45  83 

“  John  Lavepour,  ”  10  00 

“  W.  S.Cole,  ”  54  00 

“  H.  K.  Frost,  administering  oaths.. .  9  00 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  serv’s  in  Tax  Receiver’s  office  81  00 

“  J.  O.  Hunt,  ”  ....  8100 

Carried  forward . . .  $75,093  27 


85 
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1855.  Brought  forward . . 

March  19,  D.  A.  Forbes,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office, 

resolution  Board  of  Supervisors . 

“  J.  Waters,  ”  ”  . . 

“  J.  Jackson,  ”  ”  . . 

££  C.  Riddle,  Dept.  City  Inspec.,  bal.  1852,  per  res. 
“  Geo.  Mawbey,  cleaning  room  corner  of  Elm  and 

White  streets. . . . 

“  C.  Y.  Hogan,  contingencies  Police  Departmt. 

“  J.  C.  Kinner, 

“  F.  C.  Speight, 

“  A.  S.  Cady,  Comp’s  Clerk,  postages,  recording 

mortgages,  &c.,  Comptroller’s  office . * 

“  S.  Judd’s  Sons  &  Co.,  candles  for  Comp’s  office. 
“  M.  A.  Smith,  clean’g  court  room,  4th  disk,  Ap’l  1. 
“  C.  Dick,  cleaning  sink,  Eldridge  street  prison. 

“  M.  Shandley,  amount  paid  to  Ellen  Cunning¬ 
ham,  for  cleaning  tax  offices . . 

“  W.  H.  Stevens,  contingencies,  Mayor’s  office, 

($51  carriage  hire) . 

April  3, 1.  T.  Ludlam,  surveying  Fourth  avenue,  and  Atlas 

of  Common  Lands . . 

“  Wm.  Turner,  sixty-seven  days’  services  in  Street 

Department . . 

“  Thomas  Riley,  street  signs . 

“  W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  streets . 

“  John  Sloat,  painting  street  lamps. . . 

“  W.  L.  Wiley,  refreshments  to  Com.  on  Streets . . 

‘ £  A .  E .  Crooker ,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office 
u  Wm.  H.  Armstrong,  Clerk  Supreme  Court,  Jan. 

1st,  to  Sept.  1st,  1853. . . .  * . 

“  J.  Hagan,  gazetteer  for  Mayor’s  office . 

11  J.  B.  Butt,  postages,  &c.,  for  Comp’s  office. . . . 

“  J.  W.  Ranney,  medical  services . 

u  John  Simmons,  <£ 

Carried  forward . 


$75,093  27 

109  20 
120  00 
64  50 
291  66 

135  00 
261  06 
22  00 
15  75 

51  55 
15  75 
3P  00 
42  00 

5  00 

280  76 

370  00 

134  00 
248  00 
246  54 
246  00 
22  50 
82  50 

400  00 

6  00 
9  81 
5  00 

102  00 
$78,409  85 
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1855.  Brought  forward . 

April  3,  J.  S.  Kilbourne,  medical  services . 

“  C.  Y.  Hogan,  expenses  arresting  Wm.  Kissane, 
resolution  of  Board  of  Supervisors  ....... 

“  G.  W.  Walling,  expenses  in  search  of  Baker.. 
“  Hugh  Murray,  expenses,  arresting  H.  W.  Depau 

“  T.  Mulhall,  coach  hire  for  Judge  Stuart . 

“  L.  H.  Watts,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office 

“  Jacob  B.  Smith,  Court  of  Sessions. . . 

“  Clark  &  Reed,  attorneys  for  Cudlip  &  Jutten, 

vs.  Mayor. . 

“  J.  J.  Diossy  &  Co.,  law  books  for  City  Judge, 

“  W.  E.  Corey,  for  star?,  truncheons,  &c.,  for 

members  of  C.,  C.,  &c . 

“  16,  E.  W.  Leavenworth,  serving  state  documents. 
“  W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  streets,  Street  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Department .  ... 

“  Wm.  Goodheart,  removing  incumbrances . 

“  Thomas  Riley,  painting,  Ac.,  street  signs . 

“  S.  Squires,  “  new  piles  on  piers. . 

“  W.  H.  Mathews,  services  in  Street  Corn’s  office. 
“  P.  H.  Duryee,  resurveying  and  opening  list  for 

sunken  lots . 

“  John  Orser,  Sheriff,  official  services,  resolution 

Board  of  Supervisors . 

“  New  York  Day  Book,  advertising  drawing  of 
jurors,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors. . . . 

“  J.  R.  Chilton,  analyzing  bread,  coffee,  Ac . 

“  Geo.  Hayward,  maps,  diag’ms,  Ac.,  for  Manual 

“  E.  Clark,  desk  for  Comptroller’s  office . 

“  30,  T.  E.  Webster,  expenses  in  search  of  fugitives, 

resolution  Board  of  Supervisors . 

“  Gregory  &  Seely,  repairs  maps,  Register’s  office 
“  Wm.  Dodge,  examining  indexes,  Register’s  office 
“  N.  Samson,  copying  do . 

Carried  forward . . 


$78,409  85 
42  00 

49  50 
21  70 

9  78 

4  00 
110  10 

58  33 

79  54 
327  50 

212  00 

5  42 

248  78 
234  00 
250  00 

249  00 
72  00 

10  00 

1,934  32 

12  61 
35  00 
1,239  00 
42  00 

35  25 
390  88 
280  18 
106  20 

184,468  94 
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1855.  Brought  forward . * . 

April  30,  M.  Holan,  carriage  hire,  Judge  Stuart,  in  search 

of  Baker . . . 

“  John  Gallagher,  clean’g  seventh  district  court. 

Michael  Donoho,  carriage  hire,  Judge  Stuart,  in 

case  of  Poole . 

!i  French’s  Hotel,  meals  for  jurors,  &c. ........ 

“  John  Kidney,  cleaning  offices,  &c.,  City  Hall.. 

“  '  Sarah  Heron,  “  “  . 

“  Henrietta  Heron,  “  “  ...... 

M.  O’Brien,  “  “  . 

“  N.  Johanson,  “  . 

“  Mary  Haley,  “  “  . 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  11  “  . 

“  M.  Shandley,  “  “  . 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  “  . 

“  C.  Yoliers,  “  “  . 

“  Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  “  . 

“  Joseph  Leon,  “  “  ...... 

“  John  Doran,  "  “  . 

“  J.  Cunningham,  “  !i  . 

“  C.  K.  Taylor,  “  “  . 

“  T.  Kennedy,  “  “  . 

“  James  Shane,  “  “  . 

“  0.  Williams,  ‘‘ 

“  Y.  M.  P.  Lyon,  “  “  . 

“  C.  Newson,  “  “  . 

“  Mary  Doyle,  “  “  . 

“  Jane  Holden,  “  “  ...... 

*•  John  Lavepour,  “  “  . 

“  M.  Cook  and  E.  Brown,  “  . 

“  M.  Gaverty,  “  “  . 

“  L.  W.  Pierce,  do.,  Grand  Jury  rooms . 

“  T.  Stump,  do.,  fifth  district  court  room . 

“  W.  S.  Cole,  25  days’  serv.  Tax  Comm’rs  office. 

Carried  forward . . . 


$84,468  94 

6  00 
40  00 

16  00 

17  50 
45  00 

35  00 
25  00 
20  OO 
10  00 
25  00 
65  00 
27  00 
40  25 
25  00 
10  00 
12  00 
30  00 
38  00 
57  50 

36  00 

37  50 
85  00 
62  50 
25  00 
20  00 
45  83 
10  00 
30  00 

18  00 
12  00 
25  50 
50  00 

^$85,470  52 
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1855.  Brought  forward .  $85,470  52 

April  30,  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  25  days’  service,  Receiver  of 

Taxes  office . . .  75  00 

“  J.  O.Hunt,  do.  do .  75  00 

“  A.  Ming,  Mayor’s  clerk,  taking  affidavits .  28  13 

“  G-.  W.  Matsell,  balance  due  killing  dogs .  25  39 

“  A.  G.  Johnson,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State, 

copies  acts  of  legislature,  April  25, 1855 .  68  40 

“  D.  1?.  Valentine,  preparing  Manual,  1855,  reso- 

i  lution  O.  C .  1,000  00 

u  T.  S.  Nims,  copying  manuscripts .  30  00 

“  W.  C.  Lyons,  furniture  for  Superior  Court. . ..  100  50 

“  W.  H.  Stevens,  contingencies  of  Mayor’s  office  305  38 

“  W.  D.  Swart,  numbering  and  painting  street 

signs,  for  Street  Commissioner’s  Department  248  36 

“  T.  Riley,  do.  do . . . . .  249  00 

“  Wm,  Turner,  services  in  Street  Department. . .  72  00 

“  J.  B.  Butt,  postages,  &c.,  for  Cbmptr’s  office. .  10  69 

“  R.  J.  Dillon,  Corporation  Council,  contingen- 

ces  of  office . 159  ol 

“  R.  H.  Johnson,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  ex¬ 
emplification  of  laws .  7  20 

“  J.  J.  Diossy  &  Co.,  for  law  books,  &c.,  relative 

to  the  city .  78  50 

“  D.  T.  Valentine,  contingencies  of  office.  Clerk 

Common  Council . . . . . .  71  04 

“  Metropolitan  Bank,  quarter’s  rent,  for  Commis¬ 
sioners,  Central  park . .  150  00 

“  John  Connell,  cleaning  office .  15  00 

“  Gregory  &  Seely,  services  in  Register’s  office.  72  00 

“  Conklin  &  Shepherd,  for  muslin,  &c .  31  03 

“  W.  H.  Blashfield,  ribbons . .  29  97 

“  T.  Harris,  rent  of  room. . .  31  00 

“  McSpedon  &  Baker,  stationery. ...........  54  29 

Carried  forward . $88,457  41 


‘1855.  Brought  forward . .  $88,457  41 

April  30,  L.  W.  Crow,  judgment  in  Common  Pleas,  for 

abandonment  of  bond,  Board  of  Supervisors.  102  90 
“  E.  Van  Ranst,  carriage  hire  for  Committee  on 

Fordham  Bridge..... .  16  00 

“  R.  J.  Clark,  arranging  Sup.  Court,  Common 

Pleas,  resolution  Board  of  Supervisors .  164  00 

May  14,  I.  T.  Ludlam,  profile  of  6th  av.,  57th  and  86th 

streets,  survey  for  Common  Council .  155  96 

“  Dr.  Prince,  medical  services  at  Station-houses.  10  00 

“  Dr.  A.  Van  Lier,  “  “  33  00 

“  Dr.  Wm.  Burnes,  “  “  10  00 

“  Dr.  H.  P.  Dalrymple,  “  “  6  00 

“  Dr.  A.  H.  Chesebrough,  “  “  9  00 

"  Dr.  H.  B.  Shadwick,  “  *  “  5  00 

“  C.  Ward,  for  loss  of  horse,  foot  of  Watts  st. . .  100  00 

“  A.  J.  Williamson,  for  judgment  and  costs,  in 

First  district  court .  16  00 

“  I.  Fitz,  services  rendered  in  making  up  account 

suit  Mayor,  Ac.,  vs.  Gr.  Dikeman .  200  00 

“  C.  Alphonse,  celebration  22d  February,  1855 .  3  00 

“  A.  Yredenburgh,  for  18  days’  sevices,  preparing 

Auditor’s  Report . .  . 54  00 

“  E.  W.  Fails,  copying  general  indexes,  mort¬ 
gages,  Ac . 96  90 

“  R.  Gr.  Hunt . 122  40 

“  E.  Mooney,  portrait  ex-May  or  J.  A.  Westervelt,  250  00 

“  J.  C.  Covel,  medical  services .  20  00 

“  D.  Carpenter,  brushes,  tumbler,  Ac.,  Supreme 

Court . 43  66 

“  B.  W.  Buchanan,  bringing  and  returning  pri¬ 
soners  to  Oyer  and  Terminer. .  58  50 

“  H.  Bertholf .  58  50 

“  M.  Underhill,  expense  in  pursuit  of  fugitives. .  21  25 

“  J.  Beebe  A  Co.,  furniture  for  Register’s  office..  397  05 

Carried  forward. . .  $90,411  49 
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90 


1855.  Brought  forward . 

May  14,  C.  R.  Wortendyke  &  Co.,  ice  for  departments, 

May  1,  1855  . 

“  A.  L.  Robertson,  argument  cases,  Canal  and 

Walker  streets . . . 

“  Evening  Mirror,  advertising . 

“  28,  John  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall . 

“  Sarah  Heron,  “  . 

“  Henrietta  Heron,  11  . 

“  M.  O’Brien,  cleaning  offices . . 

“  N.  Johanson,  “  . 

u  J.  W.  Rickerts,  “  . 

u  M.  Shandley,  “  . i . 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “ 

“  C.  Y oilers,  “  . . . 

“  J.  Lavepour,  “  . 

“  Elizabeth  Boggs,  “  . . 

“  Joseph  Leon,  “  . 

“  John  Doran,  “  . 

“  C.  K.  Taylor,  “  . 

“  Thos.  Kennedy,  “  . . . 

“  Jane  Holden,  V  . 

“  Bridget  Doyle,  “  . . „ . 

“  0.  Williams,  “  . 

“  James  Shane,  “  . . . 

“  V.  P.  M.  Lyon,  “  . . . . 

“  W.  S.  Cole,  services  in  Tax  Commr’s  office.. . 
“  M.  Cook  and  E.  Brown,  cleaning  Sessions  and 

District  Attorney’s  rooms . . . 

“  R.  J.  Dillon,  Counsel  to  Corporation,  contin¬ 
gencies  of  office . . . . 

“  J.  B.  Butt,  postage  for  Comptroller’s  office . . . 

“  L.  W.  Pierce,  cleaning  office . 

“  B.  Ganatz,  “  . 

“  Mary  Haley,  “  . . 

Carried  forward . . . 


$90,411  49 

236  98 

300  00 
6  00 
46  50 
37  00 
27  00 
20  00 
10  00 
84  00 
27  00 
45  75 
25  00 
10  00 
10  00 
12  00 
30  00 
60  50 
36  00 
45  83 
20  00 
91  00 
40  50 
62  50 
54  00 

30  00 

358  46 
9  84 
12  00 
17  00 
27  00 
$92,203  25 
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1855.  Brought  forward .  $92,203  25 

May  28,  Mary  Smith,  cleaning  offices . 20  00 

“  J.  Cunningham,  “  53  00 

“  Charlotte  Newson,  “  25  00 

“  Banks,  Gould  &  Co.,  1000  copies,  Laws  of  State 

of  New  York,  relative  to  city . .  2,350  00 

‘‘  A.  Ming,  taking  affidavits .  23  12 

“  A.  Barmore  &  Co.,  ice  for  the  Tombs .  30  00 

“  Journal  of  Commerce,  advertising  Washing¬ 
ton’s  Birthday.. . . .  4  38 

“  J.  Gallagher,  cleaning  court-room,  seventh  dist.  30  00 

“  J.  Kirkman,  soap,  &c .  11  93 

“  A.  S.  Cady,  searches,  postage  stamps,  &c .  40  95 

“  J.  R.  Farrington,  funeral  expenses,  W.  H. 

Wilson . ... .  11175 

“  F.  Mathews,  judgm’t  ags’t  him  in  Marine  Court  137  48 

“  Pease  &  Wintringham,  posting  5000  bills,  Tax 

Commissioners .  150  00 

!-  T.  Moulton,  injuries  to  horse .  80  00 

“  Joseph  Perham,  do .  50  00 

“  M.  Walsh,  binding  and  repairing  maps  in  Street 

Department .  230  00 

“  W.  II.  Mathews,.  38  days’  services  in  Street 

Department .  114  00 

“  T.  Colmut,  copying  books  of  assessment .  52  00 

“  F.  Connelly,  cross-walks,  Pearl  street .  30  38 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  27  days’  serv’s  in  Tax  office.  81  00 

“  J.  O.  Hunt,  do . 81  00 

“  J.  P.  Brinkerhoff,  cleaning  sink,  Eldridge  st. 

prison .  51  37 

“  G.  A.  Valentine,  engrossing  minutes,  Board  of 

Aldermen .  119  00 

“  W.  H.  Stephens,  conting’t  exp’s  Mayor’s  office.  332  19 

“  Williams  &  Brothers,  carriage  hire  for  Mayor, 

and  posting  licenses .  20  00 

Carried  forward  . . $96,431  90 
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1855.  Brought  forward . . . $96,431  90 

May  28,  J.  0.  Hunt,  15  days’  serv’s  Comptroller’s  office  45  00 

June  11,  C.  H.  Falls,  copying  indexes,  Register’s  office  30  30 

“  R.  J.  Clark,  copying  judgments  Court  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas. .  208  80 

“  E.  G.  Birdsall,  do . 70  00 

“  W.  P.  Richardson,  do. . . . 70  00 

u  C.  V-  Hogan,  expense  in  bringing  witnesses. .  40  00 

“  Powers  and  Schoonmaker,  drawing  board,  <fcc., 

horses  and  cartage .  49  79 

“  W.  A.  Swan,  copying  minutes,  New  York  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas .  60  00 

u  R.  French,  refreshments  for  jurors. . . .  42  50 

“  A.  Vredenburgh,  21  days,  preparing  Auditor’s 

report . „ .  63  00 

“  B.  D.  Welsh,  repairing  clocks .  12  00 

“  C.  T.  MoClenachan,  contingencies  of  office, 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Councilmen .  29  58 

“  J.  Lamb,  cleaning  cellar,  Hall  of  Records. ....  12  00 

u  E.  Evans,  postage,  towels,  &c.,  Compt’s  office . .  8  00 

“  A.  S.  Yosburgh,  colonel  71st  regiment,  repair¬ 
ing  rooms . 500  00 

“  G.  A.  Valentine,  engrossing  proceedings  of 

Board  of  Aldermen . 81  50 

“  G.  W.  Matsell,  requisition  for  killing  dogs. . ..  300  00 

u  P.  H.  Kingsland,  service  Bureau  of  Arrears, 

February,  March,  April  and  May .  333  33 

“  J.  H.  Steele,  rebinding  maps  for  Street  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Department . 246  18 

“  J.  O’Toole,  removing  incumbrances. . . 144  00 

“  W.  Turner,  services  in  Street  Department. .. .  108  00 

“  T.  Watson,  flagging,  &c.,  Tompkins  square. . . .  414  00 

“  Isaac  Fitz,  copying  water  grants  for  Harbor 

Commissioners . . . 84  00 

“  J.  B.  Smith,  do .  30  00 

Carried  forward . . $99,413  88 
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June  27,  J.  Kidney,  cleaning  City  Hall. . . .  45  00 

“  S.  Heron,  “  36  00 

“  H.  Heron,  “  26  00 

“  M.  O’Brien,  “  23  00 

“  N.  Johanson,  “  10  00 

“  M.  Haley,  “  26  00 

“  J.  W.  Rickerts,  cleaning  offices .  84  00 

“  M.  Shandley,  “  27  00 

“  G.  Fitzsimmons,  “  41  50 

“  C.  Vollers,  “  25  00 

“  E.  Boggs,  “  10  00 

“  J.  Leon,  “  12  00 

“  John  Doran,  “  30  00 

“  J.  Cunningham,  “  '38  00 

“  C.  K.  Taylor,  “  59  00 

“  T.  Kennedy,  “  36  00 

“  J.  Shane,  “  39  00 

‘‘  O.  Williams,  “  88  00 

“  M.  Cook  &  E.  Brown,  “  30  00 

“  C.  Newson,  “  25  00 

“  M.  Smith,  •*  10  00 

“  J.  Holden,  “  45  83 

“  B.  Ganatz,  “  17  00 

“  Y.  P.  M.  Lyon,  fireman, . .  62  50 

“  W.  S.  Cole,  service  Tax  Commissioner’s  office.  52  00 

“  R.  J.  Dillon,  contingencies  of  office .  173  31 

“  J.  B.  Butt,  postage,  Comptroller’s  office .  9  88 

“  L.  W.  Pierce,  cleaning  grand  jury  rooms .  12  00 

“  Pease  &  Wintringham,  posting  5000  posters, 

Tax  Commissioner’s  office .  150  00 

“  H.  G.  De  Forest,  service,  Comptroller’s  office.  150  00 

“  J.  Lavepour,  cleaning  offices .  10  00 

“  B.  Doyle,  “  20  00 

“  H.  K.  Frost,  administering  oaths .  9  00 

Carried  forward . .  $100,845  90 
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1855.  Brought  forward . . $100,845  90 

June  27,  M.  Dripps,  three  maps  for  Common  Council  and 

Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps .  48  00 

“  A.  S.  Dusenberry,  extra  clerk,  Tax  Receiver’s 

office .  78  00 

“  J.  O.  Hunt,  “  78  00 

“  E.  A.  Ware,  “  81  00 

"  J.  B.  Hetherington,  ;i  . 81  00 

“  Henry  Davis,  “  81  00 

“  G.  W.  Matsell,  requisition  for  killing  dogs. . . .  300  00 

11  W.  H.  Stevens,  contingencies,  Mayor’s  office. .  355  74 

“  Alex.  Ming,  for  affidavits . .  31  75 

“  J.  O.  Wandell,  serving  notices,  Tax  Commr’s.  37  50 

“  J.  Pennington,  “  “  “  ...  65  00 

H.  A.  Baldwin,  “  “  ...  52  50 

“  J.  Etchers,  “  “  “  ...  90  00 

“  J-  Gallagher,  cleaning  Seventh  District  Court.  20  00 

Total . . . *$102,245  39 


*  This  amount  exceeds  by  $4,055  62,  the  total  amount  given  in  Statement  No.  1,  in  which  the 
excess  is  included  in  the  expenditures  for  Fire  Department  in  1854. 
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RATES  OF  WHARFAGE  OF  THE  PORT  OF  NEW  YORK, 

As  established  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  April  9th,  1813.  [See 
Laws  as  revised  and  passed  at  the  3 9th  session  of  the  Legislature ,  vol. 
II,  sec.  212,  p.  429.] 

Per  day. 

For  every  vessel  under  50  tons,  at  the  rate  of . $0  50 

For  every  ship  or  vessel  over  50  and  under  100  tons  at  the  rate  of  0  62JJ 


« 

100 

150 

0  75 

“  “ 

150 

200 

0  87’ 

200 

250 

1  00 

250 

300 

1  12  * 

300 

350 

1  25 

350 

400 

1  37’ 

400 

450 

1  50 

“  “ 

450 

500 

1  62’ 

500 

550 

1  75 

550 

600 

1  87’ 

For  every  ship  or  vessel  of  600  tons  and  upward,  12*  cents  in  ad¬ 
dition  for  every  50  tons,  in  addition  to  the  rate  last  mentioned,  ($1  872,) 
for  every  day  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  use  or  be  made  fast  to  any  of 
the  wharves  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

“  Every  ship  or  other  vessel  which  shall  make  fast  to  any  other 
ship  or  vessel  that  shall  be  fastened  to  any  wharf,  and  being  so  fastened 
shall  load,  unload  or  careen,  shall  pay  the  one  half  of  the  rate  of  wharf¬ 
age  such  ship  or  vessel  would  have  been  liable  to  pay,  if  fastened  to 
such  wharf,  and  there  loaded,  unloaded  or  careened." — Sec.  215. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  34. 


BOARD  OB  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  8, 1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Mayor,  in  relation 
to  various  subjects  of  political  economy,  previously  al¬ 
luded  to;  also  to  the  subjects  of  driving  cattle  through 
the  streets;  new  City  Hall;  Battery  enlargement;  remo¬ 
val  of  offal;  street  cleaning;  public  markets,  and  sureties 
for  contracts,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Mayor’s  Office,  / 

New  York,  September  3, 1855. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen: — On  the  11th  January  last  I  made  a  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Common  Council,  containing  several 
recommendations,  which,  at  the  time,  appeared  to  meet 
with  general  public  approval .  The  recommendations  com¬ 
prehended  many  important  reforms-  They  covered  a  wide 
field  for  legislative  action,  stating  several  serious  abuses, 
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and  pointing  out  the  proper  mode  of  removal.  I  beg  now 
respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  that  message,  as  well 
as  to  others  subsequently  made  by  me,  in  which  sugges¬ 
tions  for  like  purposes  have  been  offered,  but  which,  as  yet, 
have  not  been  acted  upon  or  even  considered.  I  am  aware 
that  many  subjects  appertaining  to  daily  arising  contin¬ 
gent  questions,  affecting  individual  interests,  are  continu¬ 
ally  pressing  upon  your  attention,  and  that  much  time  is 
devoted  to  them;  yet  their  insignificance,  as  compared  with 
the  great  subjects  referred  to  by  me,  involving  indirectly, 
the  prosperity,  and  directly,  the  comfort  and  health  of  this 
whole  people,  should  cause  their  rejection  altogether,  if, 
in  their  consideration,  others,  vital  in  their  consequences, 
are  to  be  neglected  or  overlooked.  Government  is  for  all, 
not  the  few.  Its  blessings  are  to  be  distributed  for  the 
general  welfare.  Special  legislation  for  the  advancement 
or  protection  of  individual  interest,  by  sacrificing  or 
jeopardizing  those  of  the  whole,  is  antagonistic  to  the 
theory  of  our  institutions  and  detrimental  to  the  public 
interests.  This  holds  good,  even  where  special  legislation 
is  proper  within  itself,  as  involving  nothing  corrupt.  No 
one  man  or  class  of  men,  or  indeed  any  large  integral  part 
of  the  community,  should  be  exclusive  recipients  of  govern¬ 
mental  favors.  Especially  is  this  true,  when  the  munici¬ 
pal  affairs  of  a  whole  community  are  suffering,  as  they  do 
now  in  this  city,  for  the  want  of  proper  general  legisla¬ 
tion.  Your  sanction  is  required  to  enable  this  department 
to  do  much  for  the  public  advantage,  and  Jo  effect  many 
valuable  reforms,  which  it  has  not  the  power  to  do  with 
the  restrictions  placed  over  it  by  the  charter.  It  is  made 
my  duty  to  recommend,  and  by  legitimate  deduction  your 
duty  to  consider  these  recommendations,  and  if  approved, 
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to  adopt  them.  I  regret  to  add  that,  with  but  few  excep¬ 
tions,  the  many  suggestions  made  by  me,  thus  far,  since 
holding  this  office  have  not  been  alluded  to  in  your  pro¬ 
ceedings,  much  less  considered  or  adopted.  Permit  me, 
therefore,  to  ask,  with  great  respect  and  deference,  that 
they  be  now  taken  up  for  serious  deliberation. 

The  message  of  January  11  covered  nearly  all  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  municipal  government  upon  which  you  are  called 
to  act,  viz:  The  public  finances,  with  recommendations  as 
to  the  proper  security  of  the  public  money;  increase  of 
revenue,  without  increased  taxation;  reduction  of  expendi¬ 
tures;  the  stoppage  of  peculation,  and  of  the  imposition  of 
petty  and  vexatious  burdens  upon  the  people,  and  the  en¬ 
tire  eradication  of  a  class  of  sharks  who  are  ever  to  be 
found  around  your  chambers  and  the  departments;  also  sug¬ 
gestions  with  reference  to  the  all-important  subject  of  the 
public  health;  involving  life,  comfort  and  the  general  physi. 
cal  well-being;  and  the  necessary  facilities  required  for  the 
transaction  of  the  great  commerce  of  New  York,  together 
•with  several  other  topics,  all  requiring  action,  either  at 
Albany,  to  be  obtained  upon  your  recommendation,  or 
within  your  own  power  to  give.  These  subjects  were 
divided  into  heads,  each  treated  separately,  as  follows: 

The  state  of  the  finances. 

The  streets— the  opening,  regulating,  grading. 

Taxable  property — its  increase. 

Abolition  of  fees — salaries  instead. 

Interest  to  bo  charged  upon  the  public  deposits. 

Estimates  and  appropriations. 

Suspended  sales  for  taxc3  and  assessments. 

Contracts— their  fraudulent  making. 
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City  railroads  and  omnibuses. 

Emigrants — their  proper  protection. 

Police — its  duties,  discipline  and  efficiency. 

Spring  charter  elections. 

Central  park — its  speedy  completion. 

New  public  buildings — City  Hall. 

Public  School  expenses  and  system. 

Revision  of  the  Ordinances. 

The  docks — their  more  substantial  construction. 

Non-payment  of  public  creditors. 

Relief  to  Broadway. 

Cattle-driving  in  the  streets. 

Dirty  streets — to  exist  no  longer. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  arguments  and 
statements  with  which  these  topics  were  discussed.  For 
these  I  refer  you  to  the  message  itself,  and  again  ask  that 
they  may  receive  an  early  and  serious  consideration. 

I  cannot,  however,  dismiss  this  reference  to  that  mes¬ 
sage  without  alluding  more  in  detail  to  some  of  its  recom- . 
mendations. 

CATTLE  DRIVING  IN  THE  STREETS 

was  one  of  them,  and  is  still  continued,  without  any  or¬ 
dinances  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  my  urgent  and  em¬ 
phatic  language,  and  the  numerous  complaints  to  your  own 
Board.  Of  this  evil  that  message  says:  “The  practice 
of  driving  cattle  through  the  streets  of  the  city  is  another 
evil,  calling  for  prompt  action.  It  is  an  abuse  which  our 
citizens  have  submitted  to  too  long.  In  my  opinion  this 
Common  Council  will  deserve  the  severest  censure ,  if,  like  its 
predecessors,  it  timidly  skulks  from  its  duty  in  ridding  us  of 
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this  dangerous  nuisance.  Not  only  is  the  health  of  the 
whole  population  jeoparded  by  the  unwholesome  odors 
arising  from  the  collection  of  these  animals,  but  it  not  un- 
frequently  occurs  that  life,  limb  and  property  are  destroy¬ 
ed  by  it.” 

NEW  CITY  HALL. 

The  contemplated  new  City  Hall  is  another  matter  too 
long  delayed.  Its  necessity  has  become  urgent.  The  city 
is  now  paying  large  sums  for  rent  to  accommodate  several 
of  the  public  offices.  The  courts  and  all  the  public  de¬ 
partments  are  suffering  for  want  of  sufficient  room  suita¬ 
ble  for  the  transaction  of  business.  There  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  and  though 
it  is  a  substantial  matter  for  legislative  deliberation,  de¬ 
serving  of  long  and  serious  reflection,  still  the  twenty 
months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  destruction  of  the 
former  public  buildings  used  for  this  purpose,  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  time  within  which  to  digest  and  decide  upon  a  plan 
of  construction. 


BATTERY  ENLARGEMENT. 

I  call  your  attention  to  this  subject,  as  one  likely  to  be 
speedily  forced  upon  your  notice  for  action.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1852.  Mr.  Dodge,  then  Street  Commissioner,  pursu¬ 
ant  to  authority  of  the  Common  Council,  made  a  contract 
for  the  filling  up  the  designated  space  of  water  compre¬ 
hended  within  the  enlargement,  and  for  the  construction 
of  a  parapet  rip  rap  wall  with  coping,  &c.,  fronting  the 
bay.  The  contractor  was  to  pay  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
the  privilege  of  the  filling,  and  to  be  paid  specified  prices 
for  the  wall,  the  work  to  be  entirely  completed  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1855-  These  are  the  essential  elements  of  the  con- 
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tract.  Though  within  two  months  of  the  limited  time  in 
which  the  enlargement  is  to  be  completed,  not  one  eighth 
of  the  work  has  been  done,  and  it  is  impossible  that  it  can 
be  by  the  date  fixed.  In  the  meantime  that  beautiful  park, 
so  long  the  pride  of  our  citizens,  has  fallen  into  almost  en¬ 
tire  disuse  by  them;  partly  in  consequence  of  the  travel¬ 
ing  of  dirt  carts  through  it;  the  filthy  and  decayed  condi¬ 
tion  of  its  once  neat  graveled  walks,  and  the  general  neg¬ 
lect  which  this  impolitic  scheme  of  the  enlargement  has 
alone  produced.  What  was  originally  defended  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  public  advantage  has,  in  my  opinion,  become  a  pub¬ 
lic  disgrace,  and  we  should  lose  no  time  in  rectifying  the 
mistake  of  our  predecessors  by  availing  ourselves  of  the 
first  opportunity  to  legally  cancel  the  agreement  altogeth¬ 
er.  The  delay  of  the  contractor  in  completing  this  work 
has  caused  much  surprise,  inasmuch  as  the  necessary  filling 
has  been  attainable  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  upon  advan¬ 
tageous  terms.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  any  reason  for 
this  apparent  reluctance  to  finish  the  job,  until,  learning 
that  he  was  deriving  a  large  income  from  delay,  by  leasing 
to  others,  for  purposes  in  no  way  connected  with  the  work> 
privileges  for  bathing  houses,  ferry  piers  and  wharfage 
within  the  proposed  enlargement,  the  authority  for  which 
cannot  be  found  in  the  contract,  or  be  defended  upon  any 
legal  or  equitable  grounds  whatever.  On  the  21st  ult.,  I 
addressed  communications  to  the  Comptroller  and  to  Mr. 
Conklin,  the  contractor,  on  the  subject  copies  of  which  are 
annexed,  marked  A.  and  B.  I  have  also  conferred  with 
Mr.  Dillon,  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  who  concurs 
with  me  in  the  construction  and  bearing  of  the  contract. 

Having  thus  briefly  called  your  attention  to  this  matter, 
I  leave  it  in  your  hands  for  such  further  action,  as  in  your 
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judgment  may  be  required.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add 
tliat  the  full  extent  of  my  own  powers  will  be  exercised 
for  the  protection  of  the  interest  of  the  citizens  in  the 
premises. 

REMOVAL  OF  OFFAL. 

This  is  another  topic  of  much  importance,  especially  to 
the  treasury.  The  city  has  paid,  within  a  short  time,  over 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  removal  of  offal, 
<fcc.,  and  is  now  incurring  an  obligation  of  about  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  per  month  for  the  same,  without  contract,  and 
in  violation  of  the  charter;  and  what  further  large  ex. 
penditures  for  this  purpose  may  be  in  waiting  for  us  is  not 
as  yet  developed. 

On  the  6th  ultimo,  the  Comptroller  sent  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Common  Council,  inclosing  proposals  from  L.  R. 
Cornell  to  remove  all  the  dead  animals,  offal,  &c.,  from 
the  city,  free  of  charge,  ancl  offering  to  give  sufficient  se¬ 
curity  in  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  contract.  The  Common  Council  adjourned 
for  the  month,  without  taking  action  upon  this  advantage¬ 
ous  offer.  On  the  16th  ultimo,  it  was  renewed  to  me,  in  a 
communication  annexed,  marked  C,  which  was  subse¬ 
quently  backed  by  the  offer  of  the  sureties.  On  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  application  of  Mr.  Cornell  to  me,  I  ad¬ 
dressed  a  letter  to  T.  K.  Downing,  Esq.,  City  Inspector, 
stating  that,  in  my  judgment,  we  should  accept  it;  a  copy 
of  which  is  annexed,  marked  D,  to  which  I  have  received 
a  reply,  annexed,  marked  E. 

The  speedy  convening  of  the  Common  Council,  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  properly  referred  by  the  Comptroller, 
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has  precluded  any  further  action  on  my  part.  It  is  now 
before  you,  and  permit  me  to  urge  the  acceptance  of  a 
proposition  so  free  from  objections,  and  so  highly  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  treasury.  Candor  compels  me  to  add,  that 
I  cannot  consent  that  further  sums  shall  be  paid  for  a 
service  which  can  be  procured  gratuitously.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Cornell  is  entirely  competent  to 
perform  the  contract  if  given  to  him,  and  the  sureties  he 
tenders  are  gentlemen  of  well-known  responsibility. 

Permit  me  to  urge  that  immediate  action  be  taken  on 
this  subject.  I  have  no  disposition  to  “  take  the  respon 
sibility,”  when  the  necessary  legislative  or  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  can  be  obtained  to  warrant  action;  but,  in  this  case, 
as  in  others,  if  needs  be,  it  shall  be  assumed,  believing  that 
a  saving  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  the  tax 
payers  of  this  city  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  exercise 
of  a  little  more  of  the  “  one  man  power. ?? 

street  Cleaning. 

This  is  another  branch  of  the  public  service  now  being 
performed,  in  clear  violation  of  the  charter,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  so  far  as  expenditure  is  concerned,  at  an  enormous 
outlay  to  the  treasury.  The  history  of  the  matter  is 
briefly  told,  and  is  as  follows:  on  the  commencement  of 
my  term  of  office,  I  found  few  of  the  then  contractors  per¬ 
forming  their  work  according  to  the  conditions.  The  low 
price  at  which  they  were  taken  was  the  excuse  offered.  As 
was  my  duty,  I  insisted  on  a  faithful  compliance,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  abandonment  by  some  of  the  contractors,  and  a 
withdrawal  of  the  contracts  by  the  Commissioner  of  Streets 
and  Lamps,  from  others.  About  this  time  the  Street  Sweep- 
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ing  Machine  Company,  of  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Seckel  & 
Co.,  are  the  proprietors,  made  their  appearance  here,  and 
presented  to  me  a  proposition,  of  a  highly  advantageous 
character,  for  cleaning  the  whole  city,  and  removing  the 
offal,  which,  if  I  had  had  the  power  to  have  accepted,  would 
have  saved  the  Corporation  three  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  annum;  but  which  could  not  of  course  be  accepted 
by  me,  under  the  present  charter  and  ordinances. 

It  was,  however,  determined,  that  four  of  the  lower 
wards  should  be  given  up  to  them,  for  a  limited  period,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  streets  could  be  properly 
swept  by  the  machines,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  do 
the  cleaning.  Under  this  arrangement,  they  held  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  First,  Second,  Fourth  and  Sixth  Wards,  until 
the  first  of  July,  performing  the  work  entirely  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  residents  and  persons  doing  business  there, 
and  at  ap  exceedingly  low  price,  as  compared  with  what 
it  is  now  costing.  They  were  willing  to  continue  this 
work  at  the  same  prices,  and  to  have  extended  it  to  the 
whole  city,  had  not  the  Commissioner  interposed  his  au¬ 
thority  to  prevent;  the  charter,  no  doubt,  giving  him  this 
power.  He  forced  them  to  relinquish  the  work. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Commissioner  continued  to  clean 
nearly  the  whole  city  without  any  contract,  or  any  restric¬ 
tion  as  to  the  expenditure  of  money,  at  an  expense,  which, 
in  the  aggregate,  i3  three  times  greater  than  that  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  Seckel  &  Co.  were  doing  the  work  for,  and 
in  a  better  and  more  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Comptroller  and  myself  now  asked  the  Commission¬ 
er,  (the  contract  year  being  about  to  expire,)  to  advertise 
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for  proposals  to  clean  the  streets  by  contract,  according 
to  law.  This  was  reluctantly  assented  to;  but  there  was 
no  alternative;  estimates  were  received,  and  for  nearly  all 
the  districts  Messrs.  Smith,  Seckel  &  Co.  were  the  lowest 
bidders;  and,  as  the  charter  and  ordinances  governing  the 
making  of  contracts  had  been  complied  with  in  all  re- 
spects,  there  was  no  recourse  but  to  award  to  them  the 
contracts,  which  was  done  by  the  Commissioner  on  the 
12th  of  July  last. 

As  the  ordinance  then  stood,  under  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Dillon,  in  a  parallel  case,  the  contractors  were  entitled  to 
the  execution  of  the  contract,  by  the  Head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  immediate  possession  of  the  streets.  Upon 
a  demand  by  the  bidders  in  this  case,  however,  that  officer 
refused  his  assent,  and  their  legal  and  equitable  rights 
were  denied.  The  bids  were  referred  by  him  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  under  the  plea  that  confirmation  was  neces¬ 
sary  before  action.  This  reference,  involving  great  delay, 
and  greater  doubts  as  to  the  final  action  of  your  Body, 
presented  to  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller  the  important 
question,  whether  the  longer  disregard  of  the  charter  should 
be  tolerated  in  the  head  of  this  department  ?  There  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  deciding  this  question  against 
the  payment  of  another  dollar  for  street  cleaning,  under 
the  present  illegal  and  extravagant  mode  of  doing  it,  but 
for  the  paramount  consideration  of  the  public  health.  This, 
alone,  constrained  our  action.  The  season  of  the  year, 
together  with  the  sad  condition  of  some  of  our  severely 
afflicted  neighboring  cities,  precluded  the  idea  of  throwing 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  clean  streets,  or  giving  to  the 
department,  having  more  immediate  charge  of  the  service, 
any  additional  excuse  for  not  doing  its  duty.  The  subject 
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is  now  in  your  hands.  The  bids  of  Messrs.  Smith,  Seckel 
&  Co.,  who  offer,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  year,  to  thoroughly 
clean,  and  keep  clean,  the  city,  for  doing  which,  we  are 
now  paying  at  the  rate  of  about  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  year,  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Councilmen  on 
the  16th  July,  where  it  remains  awaiting  action. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  are  evidently 
indisposed  to  adopt  it,  having  as  yet  made  no  report.  In 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  Ebling  has  presented  a  requisition  for 
sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and 
eighty-six  cents  for  cleaning  twenty  wards,  for  the  two 
weeks  ending  the  11th  August,  which,  for  the  whole  city 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  per  year.  The  estimates  for  cleaning  these 
wards  are  at  the  rate  of  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  per  year. 

Having  now  brought  the  whole  subject  before  you, 
where  its  disposition  properly  belongs,  I  have,  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  discharged  my  duty.  It  appears  to  me  difficult  to  see 
how  propositions  like  these,  which,  if  adopted,  will  save 
the  city  something  like  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  and  give  us  thoroughly  clean  streets,  can  be 
longer  refused,  when  every  provision  of  the  charter  and 
ordinances  have  been  complied  with,  and  law  and  equity 
are  so  strongly  with  the  bidders.  Upon  what  grounds 
longer  refusal,  or  even  longer  delay  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
moment  to  our  over-taxed  citizens  can  be  placed,  cannot 
be  seen.  Let  me  ask  your  attention  to  it  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable,  respectfully  requesting  that  compara¬ 
tively  trivial  topics  may  not  deprive  it  of  the  considera¬ 
tion  which  it  demands  at  your  hands. 
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PUBLIC  MARKETS 

The  public  markets  and  their  condition  is  also  a  subject 
for  some  decisive  action.  The  present  regulations  and 
structures  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  public  wants. 
The  whole  system  wants  remodeling.  An  entirely  new 
arrangement  is,  in  my  judgment,  demanded  without  further 
delay.  If  your  other  duties,  however,  will  not  allow  the 
time  required  in  digesting  an  entirely  new  plan,  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  whole  subject,  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  the  adoption  of  some  measures  to  relieve 
Washington  market.  As  now  conducted,  it  is  little  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  nuisance.  Within  a  few  years  shanties  have 
been  erected  on  almost  every  foot  of  ground  in  its  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity,  which  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose. 
The  country  wagons,  with  farmers’  produce,  recently  large¬ 
ly  increased  in  numbers,  have  been  driven  from  place  to 
place,  until  the  merchants,  doing  business  in  contiguous 
streets,  find  their  stores  inaccessible  in  consequence,  and 
the  streets  are  at  times  blocked  up,  (the  effects  of  which 
sometimes  extend  even  to  Broadway,)  with  wagons,  carts, 
carriages,  omnibuses  and  other  vehicles.  The  police  are 
active  in  doing  their  whole  duty  in  the  premises,  but  the 
difficulties,  having  origin  in  the  want  of  proper  ordinances 
and  regulations,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  afford  more 
than  temporary  relief.  Remonstrances  from  the  mer 
chants,  marketmen,  countrymen  and  citizens,  are  constant¬ 
ly  coming  to  the  Mayor’s  Office,  asking  for  the  removal  of 
these  really  serious  evils.  We  have  but  little  power  over 
them,  and  I  therefore  express  the  hope  that  you  will  take 
it  in  hand  and  adopt  such  measures  with  reference  to  it  as 
may,  in  your  judgment,  be  called  for. 
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SURETIES  FOR  CONTRACTORS. 

By  section  499  of  the  ordinance  passed  May,  1849,  for 
the  making  of  contracts,  it  was  required  that  each  bid 
“  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  two 
householders  or  freeholders  in  the  city  of  New- York,  to 
the  effect,  that  if  the  contract  be  awarded  to  the  person 
making  the  estimate,  they  will,  upon  its  being  so  awarded, 
become  bound  as  his  sureties  for  its  faithful  performance, 
and  that  if  he  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  execute  the  same, 
they  will  pay  to  the  Corporation  any  difference  between 
the  sums  to  which  he  would  be  entitled  upon  its  comple¬ 
tion,  and  that  which  the  Corporation  may  be  obliged  to 
pay  to  the  next  highest  bidder  to  whom  the  contract  may 
be  awarded.”  This  provision  was  intended  to  prevent 
the  backing  out  of  bidders  after  having  put  in  estimates, 
and  thus  prevent  collusion  between  bidders  at  different 
prices,  as  is  done  by  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the  low 
bidders  to  execute,  leaving  to  a  higher  bidder  the  award 
of  the  contract.  The  object  is  good,  and  if  complied  with 
would  have  saved  to  the  city  many  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  I  regret  to  find,  however,  that  little  regard  has  been 
paid  to  it.  Bidders  have  been  permitted  to  omit  taking 
the  contracts,  without  any  efforts  upon  the  part  of  the  de¬ 
partments  to  hold  the  sureties  to  the  liability  which  they 
had  assumed.  In  a  recent  case  it  was  ascertained  that 
four  persons,  connected  in  business,  had  each  put  in  an  esti¬ 
mate,  at  different  prices,  for  the  same  work,  offering  each 
other  as  sureties.  The  award  was  made  to  the  lowest  bid¬ 
der,  one  of  the  four.  He  did  not  appear;  it  was  then  made 
to  the  next  lowest,  also  one  of  the  four,  who  did  not  ap¬ 
pear;  and  to  the  next  lowest,  also  of  the  four,  and  he  did 
not  appear;  and  finally  to  the  fourth  of  the  party,  who 
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did  appear,  took  the  contract  to  do  the  work  at  a  far 
higher  price  than  the  others  had  bid.  These  bidders  were 
equally  interested  in  the  work.  None  of  the  sureties  offer¬ 
ed,  when  the  estimates  were  put  in,  were  held  according  to 
law.  This  omission  appears  to  be  general  throughout  the 
departments.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  case  cited  that  the 
omission  to  hold  the  sureties  whose  obligations  accompany 
the  bids  when  offered,  renders,  in  effect,  the  contract  sys¬ 
tem  a  nullity.  Combinations  can  at  all  times  control  the 
prices.  The  only  safety  is  in  compelling  the  lowest  bid¬ 
der  to  execute  the  contract,  and  to  prosecute  the  sureties 
offered  in  case  of  omission  or  refusal.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  difference  between  the  bids  is  at  once  a  valid  ob¬ 
ligation  upon  the  sureties,  and  that  the  Comptroller  will 
be  justified  in  withholding  from  moneys  due  a  surety  upon 
any  claim  he  may  have  against  the  Corporation,  the  full 
amount  of  such  difference.  If  this  be  so,  may  it  not  be 
worth  while  to  ascertain  who,  if  any,  of  the  contractors, 
doing  work  to  be  paid  for  by  the  city,  may  not  have  here¬ 
tofore  been  surety  for  derelict  bidders,  and  whether  a  de¬ 
mand  should  now  be  made,  and  thus  collected  for  any  loss 
by  his  non-compliance. 

To  render  this  section  of  the  ordinance  referred  to  yet 
more  effectual,  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  amended  by 
making  it  obligatory  upon  bidders  to  furnish  sureties  who 
will  qualify  as  to  their  responsibility  at  the  time  of  putting 
in  the  estimates. 

Nothing  in  this  communication  is  intended  as  a  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  the  legislative  branch  of  the  city  government, 
with  whom  I  am  really  desirous  of  acting  in  harmony  and 
without  conflict.  If  the  language  appears  strong  it  results 
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from  the  deep  concern  felt  by  the  head  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  public  service,  in  view  of  his  own  responsi¬ 
bilities,. and  a  consciousness  that  the  people  will  held  him 
accountable  for  much  that  is  wrong  in  our  Corporation 
affairs,  but  which  is  beyond  his  power  to  improve,  without 
your  authority  or  action  in  advance.  The  Mayor,  without 
asking  that  his  own  powers  shall  be  increased,  limited  as 
they  now  are,  does  ask  that  your  body  will  take  immedi¬ 
ate  measures  to  remove  the  thousand  evils  and  errors  now 
so  palpable  in  the  government,  or  place  the  power  to  do 
so,  wherever,  in  your  judgment,  it  will  be  safest  and  most 
prudently  exercised.  I  have  no  wish  to  increase  my  own 
labors,  but  am  willing  to  assume  any  additional  burden,  if, 
in  the  increased  care,  benefit  can  result  to  this  great  city, 
over  whose  destinies  it  should  bo  our  pride  and  glory  to 
preside  with  fidelity,  with  faithfulness  and  with  useful¬ 
ness. 

Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 
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[A.J 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  August  21, 1855. 

A.  C.  Flagg,  Esq.,  Comptroller ,  fyc.: 

Dear  Sir: — X  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  commu¬ 
nication  addressed  by  me  to  Mr.  Conklin,  the  contractor 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  Battery.  As  your  department 
is  the  one  designated  for  the  collection  of  the  city  revenue, 
allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to 
in  my  letter,  relative  to  the  rents  derived  from  the  pier 
and  ferry  northwest  of  the  Battery,  and  from  the  lease  of 
the  floating  baths. 

Very  respectfully , 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 


[B-J 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  August  21, 1855. 

Henry  Conklin,  Esq., 

Contractor  for  enlarging  the  Battery : 

Dear  Sir: — By  the  term  of  the  contract  between  you 
and  the  Corporation,  the  time  in  which  the  Battery  en¬ 
largement  is  to  be  completed,  will  expire  in  November 
enRuing.  As  the  present  condition  of  this  once  beautiful 
park  is  rendered  almost  a  disgrace,  instead  of  an  ornament 
to  the  city,  by  this  proposed  enlargement,  and  as  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  city  in  other  respects  demand  a  speedy  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  work,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  if  not 
finished  within  the  time  specified  in  the  contract,  the  city 
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will  resume  possession.  I  desire  also  to  notify  you  that 
the  rents  and  profits  now  being  derived  by  you  from  the 
pier  and  ferry  northwest  of  the  Staten  Island  ferry,  and 
from  the  lease  to  the  proprietors  of  the  floating  baths — all 
within  the  contemplated  enlargement — are  without  any 
authority  in  your  contract,  and  cannot  be  longer  permit¬ 
ted.  These  obstructions  must  be  removed  forthwith,  or 
the  rents  derived  from  them  accrue  to  the  Corporation. 

Yery  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor, 


[O.] 

New  York,  August  16,  1855. 

To  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Neio  York : 

The  undersigned  having  been  informed  that  the  city  of 
New  York  is  now,  and  has  been  for  the  last  nine  months, 
paying  to  William  B.  Reynolds,  about  four  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  for  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  Ac., 
took  the  liberty  of  making  a  communication  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  through  the  Comptroller,  tcf  perform  the 
work  embraced  in  the  arrangement  with  said  Reynolds, 
free  of  any  charge,  and  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  work. 

The  Common  Council  having  adjourned  without  acting 
definitely  on  his  proposition,  the  undersigned  makes  the 
same  offer  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  and  craves 
such  action  as  may  comport  with  the  interest  and  health¬ 
fulness  of  the  city.  The  proposition,  laid  before  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  on  the  sixth  instant,  is  as  follows,  which  is 
now  renewed  to  the  Mayor: 
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“  Proposition  for  removing  ‘the  dead  animals  and  offal 
from  the  city  of  New  York. 

“  I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  re¬ 
move  from  the  city  of  New  York,  all  the  dead  animals  and 
offal,  bones  and  blood,  or  perform  all  the  requirements  in 
the  late  contract  between  the  city  and  Wm.  B.  Reynolds^ 
for  said  purpose,  free  of  charge  or  expense  to  the  city,  on 
condition  that  I  am  protected,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  doing  the  same,  and  have  suitable  wharves  at 
the  East  and  North  rivers,  furnished  and  provided  there¬ 
for,  free  of  charge,  during  the  space  and  full  term  of  five 
or  ten  years. 

“  I  hereby  agree  to  remove  said  dead  animals,  offal, 
bones  and  blood  to  an  island  on  the  sea  shore,  not  less 
than  sixteen  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

“  Eor  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  which,  I  will 
furnish  undoubted  personal  security  to  the  city  for  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

“  L.  R.  CORNELL,  No.  5  Coenties  slip, 

“  residence,  Flatbush,  Long  Island.’7 


[D.] 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  August  25,  1855. 

Dear  Sir:— Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  proposition  made  to 
me  by  L.  R.  Cornell  to  remove  the  offal,  Ac.,  from  the 
city  free  of  charge.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  immedi¬ 
ate  acceptance  of  this  highly  advantageous  offer,  and  hope 
you  will  co-operate  with  me  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 
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I  should  be  pleased  to  confer  with  you  as  to  temporary 
use  of  wharves  until  the  Common  Council  can  make  some 
very  permanent  provision. 


Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 
To  Thos.  K.  Downing,  City  Inspector. 


[E.J 

City  Inspector’s  Dep./ 
New  York,  August  29 


To  Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  your  communication,  dated  24th 
instant,  having  reference  to  a  proposition  received  by  you 
from  L.  R.  Cornell,  for  the  removal  of  offal,  &c.,  from  the 
city  free  of  charge,  I  would  respectfully  state,  it  would 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you  in  giving 
effect  to1  any  offer  so  advantageous  to  the  city  treasury 
whenever  I  can  do  so  legally. 

The  communication  received  from  you,  and  the  proposi¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  were  immediately  submitted  by  me  to 
R.  J.  Dillon,  Esq.,  Counsel  for  the  Corporation,  together 
with  a  note  from  myself,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  A.  The  reply  of  Mr.  Dillon  is  also 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,  by  reference  to  which,  it  will 
be  seen  that  I  am  not  authorized  to  accept  any  offer,  how¬ 
ever  favorable  it  may  be,  without  authority  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Earnestly  hoping  some  means  may  speedily  be  adopted, 
by  the  action  of  the  Common  Council,  by  which  this  mat- 
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ter  (which,  it  is  almost  needless  for  me  to  say,  has  been  a 
source  of  constant  annoyance  from  the  commencement  of 
my  official  term)  will  be  finally  settled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

THOS.  K.  DOWNING,  City  Inspector. 


DOCUMENT  No.  35  . 


BOARD  OR  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  6,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  on 
the  resolution  for  regulating  and  grading  Tenth  avenue, 
from  Eighty-sixth  to  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth 
street,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Department  of  Finance,  Comptroller’s  Office, 
New  York,  August  25th,  18 55- 
To  the  Common  Council: 

On  the  24th  instant  the  Comptroller  was  notified  that 
proposals  were  to  be  opened  on  that  day  for  regulating 
and  grading  Tenth  avenue,  from  Eighty-sixth  street  to 
One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  street. 

According  to  the  estimate  of  the  surveyor,  Edward 
Boyle,  the  total  amount  of  worn  to  be  done  on  this  job  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

31,041  cubic  yards  of  retaining  wall,  to  be  built  of  large, 
heavy  stone. 

209,580  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavation. 
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28,469  cubic  yards  of  earth  excavation. 


121,209 

56,830 

42,354 

5,750 


embankment. 

gravel. 

dry  stone  culvert  masonry, 
culvert  masonry  in  cement. 


8,513  square  yards  of  paved  gutters. 

The  security  exacted  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  period  fixed  for  the  completion 
of  the  work,  two  years. 

I  had  two  estimates  made  of  the  probable  value  of  the 
work,  one  of  which  gave  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  dollars. 

A  certificate  was  also  made  out  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  assessment  rolls  of  1855,  which  are  now  in  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Department,  and  the  result  is,  that  there  are  about 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-eight  lots  fronting  on  the  Tenth 
avenue  between  Eighty-sixth  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  streets,  and  the  aggregate  assessed  value  of  the  lots 
is  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

The  7th  section,  chapter  326  of  the  laws  of  1840,  is  as 
follows,  viz: 

“  Sec.  7.  Commissioners  or  assessors  for  making  esti¬ 
mates  and  assessments  for  any  improvements  authorized  by 
law  to  be  assessed  upon  the  owners  or  occupants  of  houses 
and  lots,  or  improved  or  unimproved  lands,  shall  in  no  case 
assess  any  house,  lot,  improved  or  unimproved  lands,  more 
than  one  half  the  value  of  such  house,  lot,  improved  or  unim¬ 
proved  land,  as  valued  by  the  assessors  of  the  ward  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  situate.” 

The  cost  of  the  work,  taking  an  average  of  the  two  es- 
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timates  before  alluded  to,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thousand  dollars.  One  half  of  the  assessed  value  of  the 
lots  fronting  on  the  avenue  is  sixty-eight  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Deduct  this  sum  from  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thousand  dollars,  the  cost  of  the  work,  and  it  leaves  a  de¬ 
ficit  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars, 
for  which  a  debt  would  be  created  by  an  issue  of  assess¬ 
ment  bonds,  to  be  redeemed  by  increasing  the  direct  taxa¬ 
tion  on  the  city  at  large. 

These  facts,  according  to  the  ordinance  of  December  30, 
1854,  presented  a  case  which  deprived  the  Commissioner 
of  Streets  of  the  power  of  making  a  contract  for  the  work, 
and  the  bids  were  not  opened. 

The  section  referring  to  improvements  to  be  paid  by  as¬ 
sessment,  reads  as  follows: 

“  §  7.  *  **  And  it  is  also  hereby  expressly  provided,  that 
hereafter,  when  the  Street  Commissioner  or  Comptroller, 
or  either  of  them,  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  assessa¬ 
ble  property  is  insufficient  to  provide  for  its  full  payment, 
by  an  assessment  made  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  have  a  certified  copy  of 
the  valuation  of  the  property  fronting  on  the  avenues  or 
streets  embraced  in  the  ordinance,  and  if  the  sum  required 
to  complete  the  work  is  greater  than  the  sum  which  can 
be  assessed  and  collected  from  the  property,  the  work  shall 
not  be  put  under  contract,  but  all  the  facts,  with  the  opinions 
of  the  Street  Commissioner  and  the  Comptroller,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  matter,  shall  be  reported  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  the  end  that  the  payment  of  all  assessment  bonds, 
issued  under  this  ordinance,  for  the  payment  of  contrac- 
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tors,  may  be  amply  provided  for  by  the  property  benefited 
by  the  improvement. 7 

This  heavy  job,  which  must  add  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
the  city  burdens,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
those  on  whom  they  fall,  is  based  on  a  resolution  and  or¬ 
dinance  passed  November  26, 1853.  It  was  then  resolved 
that  the  Tenth  avenue,  from  Eighty-sixth  to  One  hundred 
and  forty-fourth  street,  be  regulated  and  graded  under  the 
direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner.  A  copy  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  is  annexed,  marked  “  A.” 

It  is  understood  that  this  work  extends  a  number  of 
streets  beyond  where  the  grade  of  the  city  is  established 
by  law.  This  uncertainty  about  the  grade  leaves  a  fine 
chance  for  the  exercise  of  the  genius  of  the  surveyor,  and 
the  cupidity  of  the  contractor,  in  executing  work  with  an 
unsettled  grade. 

Those  who  have  been  incommoded,  and  unjustly  bur¬ 
dened  by  a  periodical  change  of  grade,  arising  from  the 
weakness  or  wickedness  of  their  agents,  will  readily  ap¬ 
preciate,  that  an  unsettled  grade  affords  a  good  reason  for 
postponing  this  work. 

But  there  are  other  and  more  weighty  considerations; 
the  bidders,  who  should  give  security  for  this  contract  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  would  expect  payment  of  seventy  per  cent.,  under  the 
ordinance  of  December  30, 1854,  as  the  work  progressed; 
and  to  get  the  money  for  these  advances,  the  Comptroller 
must  issue  assessment  bonds.  In  this  way,  a  debt  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  three  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  would  be  created  on  the  credit  of  the  city, 
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when  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  sum  could  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  lots  to  be  benefited,  as  before  shown.  This 
would  be,  not  a  direct  and  open  violation  of  the  charter 
of  1830,  but  a  clandestine  and  shameful  violation  of  the 
nineteenth  section  of  that  charter,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“§  19.  The  Common  Council  shall  not  have  authority 
to  borrow  any  sums  of  money  whatever,  on  the  credit  of 
the  Corporation,  except  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  year  in  which  such  loan  shall  be  made,  unless  autho¬ 
rized  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature.” 

Suppose  the  contract  to  be  made  to  be  completed  in  two 
years,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
with  only  sixty-eight  thousand  dollars  of  assessable  prop¬ 
erty  to  be  reached  after  the  close  of  the  two  years,  can 
the  Corporation,  or  the  Comptroller,  under  the  foregoing 
provision  of  the  charter,  borrow  even  the  sixty-eight  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  “  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year  in 
which  such  loan  shall  be  made  ?” 

And,  if  the  special  act  of  1852,  for  the  issue  of  assessment 
bonds  authorizes  the  Comptroller  to  borrow,  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  sixty-eight  thousand  dollars,  there  can  be  no 
pretence  that  he  can  borrow,  beyond  this  sum,  to  the  amount 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
more  than  the  sum  which  can  be  legally  assessed  on  the 
property,  and  thus  create  a  debt  without  the  shadow  of  rev¬ 
enue  t  o  anticipate  in  the  same  year,  or  in  any  future  year. 

Aguin,  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  charter  of  1849, 
declares,  that  “  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  any  of  the 
departments,  or  officers  thereof,  whether  the  object  of  ex¬ 
penditure  shall  have  been  ordered  by  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  or  not,  unless  an  appropriation  shall  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  made,  covering  such  expense.” 
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The  appropriation  for  “  Streets  Paving,”  may  cover  the 
sum  which  can  be  lawfully  assessed  on  the  property  hold¬ 
ers;  but  there  is  no  valid  or  effective  appropriation  to 
meet  the  balance  of  the  contract,  which  would  require 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  to  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

The  Street  Commissioner  is  therefore  forbidden  to  make 
this  contract  by  the  charter  of  1849,  irrespective  of  the 
prohibition  contained  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance  before  stated.  In  order  to  establish  a  basis  for 
borrowing  on  assessment  bonds  to  cover  this  large  contract, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  an  act  of  the  legislature,  authoriz¬ 
ing  a  sum  equal  to  the  excess  of  the  cost  of  the  work  be¬ 
yond  the  sum  which  can  be  legally  assessed  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  holders  to  be  levied  by  taxation,  for  the  payment  of 
the  contract,  or  the  reimbursement  of  the  assessment 
bonds,  issued  in  anticipation  of  such  revenue. 

In  connection  with  this  particular  case,  the  serious  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Common  Council  is  invited  to  the  facts  and 
suggestions  presented  in  the  semi-annual  report  from  this 
department,  in  regard  to  the  very  great  and  very  alarm¬ 
ing  excess  of  expenditures  in  the  Street  Department,  be¬ 
yond  the  suras  collected. 

The  excess  of  expenditures  over  collections,  during  the 
last  six  years,  exceeds  two  millions.  A  large  amount  of 
this  sum  is  represented  by  the  arrearages  of  assessments; 
but  it  is  probable,  that  tens,  if  not  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  are  represented  by  losses  similar  to  the  one 
which  would  have  been  created  by  a  contract  for  grading 
the  Tenth  avenue,  as  set  forth  in  this  report.  By  the 
advance  of  forty  thousand  dollars  to  the  City  Inspector  in 
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1852,  which  he  says  he  returned  to  the  Street  Department, 
but  which  returns  are  not  to  be  found,  and  which  sum  has 
not  been  collected. 

The  opinion  of  the  Comptroller  is,  that  no  contract 
should  be  made  for  the  work  in  question,  until  ample  pro¬ 
vision  is  made  for  the  necessary  means  to  pay  the  contrac¬ 
tor,  by  taxation,  where  the  property  is  insufficient,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Tenth  avenue. 

There  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  embarrassment  to 
the  treasury,  and  eventual  losses  to  the  tax-payers,  by  the 
improvident  manner  in  which  contracts  are  entered  into, 
and  expenditures  made  under  the  head  of  “  Streets  Pav¬ 
ing.”  In  1854,  alone,  the  Street  Department  expended, 
under  this  item,  one  million,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  and  eighty  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents, 
and  the  collections  during  the  same  period,  were  only  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  These  operations,  in 
a  very  few  years,  will  turn  the  barren  rocks  of  the  city  into 
assessment  bonds,  and  thus  roll  up  a  debt  of  millions  of 
dollars,  which  cannot  be  realized  from  the  property,  but 
which  must  come  from  a  general  tax  on  the  city.  This,  in 
the  end,  and  in  its  results,  would  be  much  more  disastrous, 
even  to  the  tax-payers,  than  it  would  be  to  pay  the  one-half 
the  cost  of  grading  the  avenues  by  a  direct  assessment  on 
the  whole  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 

I  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  assessment  rolls  of 
1855,  to  ascertain  the  assessed  value  of  all  lots  fronting  on 
the  Tenth  avenue,  between  Eighty-sixth  and  One  hundred 
and  forty-fourth  streets,  and  find  the  number  of  said  lots 
to  be  about  nine  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  the  aggregate 
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valuation  of  which  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
and  eight  hundred  dollars,  ($136,800.) 

JOHN  S.  CADY. 

Comptroller’s  Office, 

New  York,  August  24, 1855. 

[Document  A.] 

Referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Tenth  avenue,  from  Eighty-sixth  to 
One  hundred  and  forty -fourth  street,  he  regulated  and  grad¬ 
ed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and 
that  the  accompanying  ordinance  be  adopted  therefor. — 

[Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  28,  1853 — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  vol.  52r] 

Be  it  ordained ,  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 

the  city  of  Mew  York ,  in  Common  Council  convened: 

That  the  Tenth  avenue,  from  Eighty-sixth  to  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-fourth  street,  be  regulated  and  graded,  under 
such  directions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Street  Commission¬ 
er  and  one  of  the  City  Surveyors. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  William  Gage,  Chas. 
J.  Dodge  and  Chas.  McNeill,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  conforming 
to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  to  make  a  just  and 
equitable  assessment  thereof,  among  the  owners  or  occu¬ 
pants  of  all  the  houses  and  lots  intended  to  be  benefited 
thereby,  in  proportion,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  the  advant¬ 
ages  which  each  may  be  deemed  to  acquire. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  28,  1853. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Nov.  23,  1853. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  26,  1853. 

D.  T,  VALENTINE,  Clerk ,  C.  C. 

Edward  Boyle,  Surveyor . 


DOCUMENT  No.  3  6  . 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  24,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment,  upon  the  communication  of  the  Comptroller  in  re¬ 
lation  to  making  additional  appropriations,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  of  the  Law  Department,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  bearing 
date  August  15,  1855,  respectfully 
HEP  OUT: 

The  legal  questions  contained  in  the  Comptroller’s  com¬ 
munication  arise  upon  the  following  facts: 

In  December,  1854,  the  Common  Council  passed  an  ordi¬ 
nance,  making  the  annual  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  city  government  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  to,  wit, 
from  the  1st  of  JanuaryTto  the  81st  of  December,  1855. 
These  appropriations  were  based  upon  “  specific  and  de¬ 
tailed  statements,”  made  by  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
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partments,  of  the  various  sums  of  money  which  would 
be  required  by  them  respectively,  during  the  current 
year. 

The  Corporation  not  possessing  the  power  to  levy  taxes, 
application  was  made  to  the  legislature  in  behalf  of  the 
Supervisors  of  the  county  for  authority  to  raise  the  several 
sums  of  money  thus  appropriated  by  taxation.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  which  application,  an  act  was  duly  passed,  (see 
laws  of  1855,  page  223,)  coupled  with  a  provision,  that  the 
several  sums  of  money  thus  raised,  should  be  exclusively 
appropriated  to  the  objects  specifically  designated# 

By  this  act  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
round  numbers,  was  authorized  to  be  raised  and  expended 
in  support  of  that  part  of  the  city  government  adminis¬ 
tered  through  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  and 
its  bureaux,  for  the  current  year. 

The  first  six  months  of  the  time  for  which  this  provision 
was  made,  had  scarcely  elapsed,  before  the  head  of  this 
department  had  expended  the  entire  appropriation,  and 
had  incurred  obligations  amounting  to  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  excess.  In  August  last,  the  Common 
Council  passed  an  ordinance,  appropriating  the  further 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  for 
the  support  of  this  department. 

By  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  charter  of  1830,  the 
Common  Council  are  prohibited  from  borrowing,  on  the 
credit  of  the  Corporation,  any  money  whatever,  except  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year  in  which  the  loan 
shall  be  made. 
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By  §  5  of  the  ordinance  making  the  annual  appropri¬ 
ations  for  this  year,  the  Comptroller  is  authorized  to  bor¬ 
row,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  in 
anticipation  of  its  revenues — and  not  to  exceed  in  amount 
such  revenues — such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
expenditures  under  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year. 

Upon  these  facts,  three  important  questions  are  pre¬ 
sented  for  the  consideration  of  your  Committee. 

I.  Was  the  Common  Council  legally  competent  to  pass 
the  ordinance  of  August  last,  appropriating  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  or  any  other  sum,  for 
the  support  of  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  for 
the  present  current  year,  ending  the  31st  of  December, 
1855? 

II.  If  the  Common  Council  was  legally  competent  to 
pass  such  an  ordinance,  then,  could  the  Comptroller,  on 
the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  during  the  current  year, 
legally  borrow  the  money  thus  appropriated? 

III.  If  either  or  both  of  these  inquiries  are  answered  in 
the  negative,  can  any  means  be  devised  to  prevent  the  re¬ 
currence  of  similar  financial  dfficulties  ? 

As  to  the  first  question,  to  wit,  the  power  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  to  pass  the  ordinance  making  the  additional 
appropriation,  your  Committee  regret  to  be  compelled  to 
say  that  it  was  entirely  unauthorized. 

1.  The  Corporation  is  not  possessed  of  a  single  dollar 
for  the  support  of  that  portion  of  the  city  government,  ad¬ 
ministered  through  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Sup¬ 
plies,  except  it  is  raised  by  the  annual  tax  levy. 
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2.  The  Corporation  is  entirely  without  authority  to 
levy  taxes,  and  are  annually  compelled  to  apply  to  the 
legislature  for  authority  to  levy  the  sums  which  are 
raised. 

3.  The  legislature,  upon  application,  passes  an  act 
authorizing  the  Supervisors  to  levy  and  collect,  by  tax¬ 
ation,  certain  amounts  of  money  for  specific  purposes,  to 
be  expended  during  the  current  year.  For  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  this  sum  is  fixed  at  about 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

4.  By  §  2  of  the  act  authorizing  the  annual  tax  for  the 
year  1855,  (see  laws  of  1855,  page  223,)  it  is  provided, 
that  “No  portion  of  the  said  respective  sums  hereinbefore 
named,  shall  be  expended  or  applied  to  any  other  purposes 
or  objects  than  the  said  objects  and  purposes  respectively 
for  which  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  city  and  county 
of  New  York  are  hereinbefore  empowered  to  raise  the 
same,  as  aforesaid.” 

From  these  considerations  it  is  evident  that  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  cannot  make  appropriations  exceeding  those 
annually  provided  in  the  tax  bill,  during  the  current  year. 
This  is  the  entire  amount  which  the  Corporation  is  autho¬ 
rized  to  raise  and  expend  within  that  time.  Within  about 
six  months  it  seems  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Sup¬ 
plies  had  expended  its  entire  annual  appropriation.  The 
passage  of  the  ordinance,  therefore,  attempting  to  make 
the  further  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars,  for  this  department,  was  an  attempt  to 
expend  that  sum,  while  the  Corporation  had  not  a  single 
dollar  in  the  treasury  for  that  purpose. 
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But  it  may  be  alleged  that  the  appropriation  being 
then  made,  the  Comptroller  could  borrow  this  sum  upon 
the  revenue  bonds  of  the  city,  and  thus  replenish  the  trea¬ 
sury.  This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  second 
inquiry. 

II.  Could  the  Comptroller,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  during  the  current  year,  legally  borrow  the  money 
thus  appropriated  ? 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  this  inquiry  is  conclu¬ 
sively,  and  authoritatively  answered  in  the  negative  by  §  19 
of  the  charter  of  1830.  That  section  is  as  follows:  “The 
Common  Council  shall  not  have  authority  to  borrow  any 
sums  of  money  whatever,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation, 
except  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year  in  which 
such  loan  shall  be  made,  unless  authorized  by  a  special  act 
of  the  legislature.” 

1.  The  legislature  authorized  the  levy  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  department  of  Repairs  and  Sup¬ 
plies  for  the  current  year. 

2.  This  sum.  when  collected,  constitutes  the  revenue  to 
be  disbursed  through  this  department,  up  to  the  Slst  Of 
December  next. 

3.  The  machinery  incident  to  the  collection  of  the  taxes 
consumes  eight  months  of  the  year  before  any  portion  of 
the  revenue  becomes  available,  and  the  bulk  of  the  levy  is 
not,  in  fact,  collected  until  the  expiration  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  months. 

4.  The  Corporation,  depending  upon  the  fruits  of  the 
tax  levy  for  its  revenue,  is.  from  necessity,  a  large  bor- 
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rower  for  nearly  the  whole  year.  To  meet  this  emer¬ 
gency,  the  legislature,  in  the  section  above  quoted,  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  Corporation  from  borrowing  money,  has 
made  the  following  exception,  to  wit:  “  Except  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year  in  which  the  loan  shall 
be  made.” 

5.  By  the  fifth  section  of  the  ordinance,  passed  Decern-  . 
ber,  1854,  making  the  annual  appropriations  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year,  the  Comptroller  is  authorized  to  borrow,  from 
time  to  time,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
meet  expenditures  under  the  appropriations  for  the  year. 

6.  Under  this  exception,  and  the  provisions  of  this  or¬ 
dinance,  above-mentioned,  the  Comptroller  has  long  since 
borrowed,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  appropriated  for 
this  department,  the  entire  amount  authorized  by  the 
statute  to  be  thus  levied  and  collected,  and  which  amount, 
as  before  stated,  has  been  expended. 

7.  As  the  borrowing  is  confined  to  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  of  the  year  in  which  the  loan  was  made — and  as 
the  revenue  for  this  department,  for  the  current  year,  was 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars — and  as  this  sum  has  been 
borrowed  and  expended,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  sum  can  be  raised  for  this  department  for  the  year, 
and  until  it  is  authorized  by  the  next  annual  appropria¬ 
tion  and  tax  bill. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  Comptroller,  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Corporation,  has  no  authority  whatever  to 
borrow  the  money  to  meet  the  appropriation  at  any  time 
during  the  current  year. 
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III.  Under  the  third  inquiry  your  Committee,  in  con¬ 
clusion,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  suggestions: 

By  the  18th  section  of  the  amended  charter  of  1880,  it 
is  provided  that,  “  annual  and  occasional  appropriations 
shall  be  made,  by  proper  ordinances  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  for  every  branch  and  object  of  city  expenditure,  nor 
shall  any  money  be  drawn  from  the  city  treasury,  except 
the  same  shall  have  been  previously  appropriated  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  drawn. 

And  by  the  19th  section  of  the  amended  charter  of  1849, 
it  is  provided,  that  “  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  any 
of  the  departments,  or  officers  thereof,  whether  the  object 
of  expenditure  shall  have  been  ordered  by  the  Common 
Council  or  not,  unless  an  appropriation  shall  have  been 
previously  made  concerning  such  expense.” 

The  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  author¬ 
ized  to  be  expended  by  the  Common  Council,  through 
this  department,  for  the  current  year,  by  the  18th  section, 
above  quoted;  and  the  head  of  this  department  could  not, 
legally,  expend  one  dollar  of  this  fund  until  it  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  Common  Council. 

By  the  19th  section  it  can  make  no  difference  whether 
the  Common  Council  shall  have  ordered  the  expenditure 
or  not.  In  all  cases  the  appropriation  must  precede  the 
expenditure.  (See  a  communication  from  the  Law  De¬ 
partment,  September  4, 1855.)  The  Commissioner  of  Re¬ 
pairs  and  Supplies  is  the  disbursing  officer  of  this  depart- 
partment.  An  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the  duties 
of  his  office  would  have  shown  him  that  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  was  the  entire  capital  ©f  the 
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fund  to  be  expended,  through  his  department,  for  the  whole 
year;  he  should  have  made  his  arrangements  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  in  his  monthly  reports,  which,  by  the  charter, 
he  is  required  to  make,  should  have  acquainted  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  with  the  precise  state  of  the  fund.  Whether 
any  portion  of  this  fund  has  been  expended  without  a 
prior  appropriation,  your  Committee  are  ignorant.  But 
the  fact,  that  the  entire  fund  has  been  exhausted  within  a 
half  of  the  year,  and  an  indebtedness  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  contracted,  is  sufficiently 
significant,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  to  author¬ 
ize  a  rigid  examination  into  the  accounts  and  expenditures 
of  that  department. 

If  it  should  appear  that  any  portion  of  this  fund  has 
been  expended  without  having  been  first  appropriated  to 
the  specific  object  for  which  it  was  expended,  it  can  be  re¬ 
covered  in  the  same  manner  as  the  money  of  any  other 
principal,  expended  by  the  agent  without  the  principal’s 
authority. 

By  the  21st  section  of  the  charter  of  1849,  “  every 
Head  of  Department  shall  report,  in  writing,  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  at  the  commencement  of  each  stated  ses¬ 
sion,  (the  first  Monday  of  each  month.)  the  state  of  his 
department,  with  such  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  im¬ 
provement  thereof,  and  to  the  public  business  connected 
therewith,  as  he  may  deem  advisable/’ 

Your  Committee  regret  that  this  Department,  as  well  as 
most  of  the  others,  have  failed  to  comply  with  this  salu¬ 
tary  and  important  provision  of  the  charter. 

A  monthly  and  detailed  report  of  the  financial  condi- 
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tion  of  this  Department,  would  have  kept  the  Common 
Council  informed  of  the  balance  remaining  unexpended, 
and  the  objects  and  manner  in  which  the  various  disburse¬ 
ments  had  previously  been  made.  These  remarks  apply 
with  equal  force  to  each  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
city  government. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  submit  for  adoption  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  have  no  authority 
to  make  any  appropriations  whatever  for  the  support  of 
the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  for  the  current 
year,  in  excess  of  the  amount  provided  by  chapter  of  the 
laws  of  1855,  commonly  designated  as  the  annual  tax  bill. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  has  no  power  whatever 
to  issue  revenue  bonds  to  provide  funds  in  support  of  the 
Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  in  excess  of  the 
amount  expended  for  the  current  year,  by  the  ordinances 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  annual  tax  statute  passed 
January,  1855. 

Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  respective  departments 
of  the  city  government  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested 
to  report  to  this  Board  at  the  commencement  of  each 
monthly  session,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  financial  con¬ 
dition  of  his  department,  with  such  suggestions  in  relation 
thereto  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  pursuant  to  §  21  of  the 
charter  of  1849. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
make  a  detailed  investigation  into  the  financial  condition 
and  affairs  generally  of  the  Department  of  Repairs  and 
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Supplies,  and  the  several  bureaux  thereof,  and  that  said 
Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  report  to  this  Board  with  all  convenient  speed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ABRAM  WAKEMAN,  i  Committee 

D.  D.  LORD,  }  on 

NATHAN  C.  ELY.  ^  Laio  Department. 
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Department  op  Finance, 

City  of  New  York.  August  15, 1855. 

To  the  Common  Council: 

An  ordinance  has  been  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
the  Common  Council,  making  an  extra  appiopriation  for 
the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

So  far  as  liabilities  have  been  contracted,  and  work 
done  for  the  city,  the  sums  necessary  to  cancel  these  liabil¬ 
ities,  may  be  included  in  the  annual  estimates  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  covered  by  the  tax  law  of  1856. 

But  can  the  Common  Council  legally  borrow  money,  at 
the  present  time,  to  meet  these  demands? 

The  ordinance,  passed  December,  1854,  making  the  an¬ 
nual  appropriations  for  the  calendar  year  of  1855,  con¬ 
tains  a  resolution,  as  follows: 

§  3.  "It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  several  departments 
of  the  city  government,  and  those  having  charge  of  expen¬ 
ditures  to  make  contracts,  or  incur  expenditures  author¬ 
ized  by  the  Common  Council,  to  an  amount  exceeding  the 
several  appropriations  made,  unless  an  appropriation 
sufficient  to  cover  such  excess  shall  have  been  made  by  the 
Common  Council.” 

This  ordinance  is  accompanied  by  an  act,  to  be  present¬ 
ed  to  the  legislature,  covering  the  several  appropriations, 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  revenue  to  be  anticipated  by 
the  issue  of  revenue  bonds.  The  Finance  Department  has 
already  borrowed,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and 
Supplies  has  expended,  the  revenue  thus  provided  for  the 


Doc.  No.  36.) 


12 


year  1855;  and  in  addition  to  this  he  has  made  contracts 
and  incurred  liabilities  to  an  amount  of  eighty  or  a  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  sum  embraced  in  the 
tax  law. 

Accompanying  the  annual  appropriation  and  the  tax 
law  before  referred  to,  was  the  following  resolution: 

§  5.  “The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  in 
anticipation  of  its  revenues,  and  not  to  exceed  in  amount 
such  revenues,  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
expenditures  under  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year.” 

The  power  given  to  the  Comptroller  by  this  resolution 
is  limited  to  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  ordinance  of 
December  30, 1854,  and  the  revenue  created  by  the  act  of 
the  legislature  accompanying  such  ordinance. 

In  regard  to  borrowing,  without  an  act  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  authorizing  the  Supervisors  to  raise  the  revenue 
which  is  to  be  anticipated  by  the  issue  of  revenue  bonds, 
the  19th  section  of  the  charter  of  1830,  provides  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  19.  “  The  Common  Council  shall  not  have  authority 
to  borrow  any  sums  of  money  whatever,  on  the  credit  of 
the  Corporation,  except  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year  in  which  such  loan  shall  he  made.,  unless  authorized  by 
a  special  act  of  the  legislature.” 

So  far  as  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  is 
concerned,  the  revenues  of  the  year  1855,  as  established 
by  the  ordinance  of  December  30,  1854,  and  the  act  of 
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the  legislature  consequent  thereon,  have  been  already  an¬ 
ticipated. 

Can  the  Comptroller,  then,  legally  borrow  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  on  revenue  bonds,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and 
Supplies,  incurred  in  defiance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  ?  , 

It  is  desirable  to  have  this  question  fully  examined  by 
the  Law  Committee  of  the  Board,  as  other  cases,  of  a  much 
more  urgent  character,  will  soon  be  presented  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Common  Council. 

Although  the  19th  section  of  the  charter  of  1849,  de¬ 
clares,  in  express  terms,  that  “  no  expense  shall  be  incurred 
by  any  of  the  departments ,  or  officers  thereof  whether  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  expenditure  shall  have  been  ordered  by  the  Common 
Council  or  not,  unless  an  appropriation  shall  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  made ,  covering  such  expense”  Yet  it  is  understood 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  in  the 
face  of  this  provision,  has  made  arrangements  with  persons 
to  perform  jobs,  and  wait  for  payment  until  appropriations 
are  made ! 

Those  who  have  made  such  arrangements  are  bound  to 
wait  for  the  annual  appropriation,  as  they  must  have  been 
aware  that  the  appropriation  for  1855  was  expended. 

The  Comptroller,  informally,  called  the  attention  of  the 
Finance  Committee  to  these  difficulties,  and  he  now  pre¬ 
sents  the  whole  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  in  a  more  formal  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

OCTOBER  1,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
in  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  engine  company  No.  5, 
against  engine  company  No.  14,  in  favor  of  reversing  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  expel  Au¬ 
gustus  H.  Tyler  and  Edward  Burke,  members  of  engine 
company  No.  14,  from  the  Fire  Department, was  received, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  communication  from  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  communication  is  a  report  and  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commmissioners,  in  the  matter  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  engine  company  No.  5,  against  engine  company 
No.  14.  On  the  15th  of  May  last,  engine  company  No.  5 
formally  entered  a  complaint  against  engine  company  No. 
14,  which  was  duly  referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
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missioners.  The  said  Commissioners  tried  and  investi¬ 
gated  the  case,  and  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  sent'their  re¬ 
port  to  this  Board,  together  with  their  decision  thereon. 

The  decision  is  as  follows: — 

“  Resolved ,  That  Augustus  H.  Tyler  and  Edward  Burke 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  expelled  from  .the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment.” 

Upon  this  report  being  presented  to  this  Board  for  con¬ 
firmation,  Messrs.  Burke  and  Tyler,  feeling  themselves 
aggrieved,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  was 
unjust,  presented  a  remonstrance  to  this  Board,  praying 
that  the  said  decision  might  not  be  concurred  in.  The 
whole'matter  was  accordingly  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  for  further  examination.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee  have  heard  the  case,  and  elicited  a  great  amount 
of  evidence,  which,  in  order  that  the  Board  may  act  with 
a  perfect  understanding  in  the  matter,  they  embrace  in 
this,  their  report. 

Both  parties  appeared  before  your  Committee,  repre¬ 
sented  by  eminent  counsel,  and  the  fullest  scope  allowed 
and  the  utmost  latitude  given  them,  that  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  governing  the  case  might  be  brought  to 
light.  Your  Committee  consider  that  they  are  enabled 
to  present  to  your  Honorable  Body  a  full  and  accurate 
account  of  the  whole  affair,  which  though  apparently 
trifling  in  itself,  involves  questions  of  the  greatest  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Fire  Department.  A  brief  sketch  of  the  case 
may  possibly  facilitate  the  Board  in  its  deliberations. 

It  appears  that  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  of  May 
last,  engine  companies  Nos.  14  and  5  were  proceeding  to 


3 


Doc.  No.  3V. 


a  fire  in  Elm  street,  No.  14  did,  on  several  occasions,  run 
into  No.  5,  and  a  man  on  the  rope  of  No.  5,  named  Chas. 
Sackmaster,  was  struck  in  the  back  of  the  neck  and  knock¬ 
ed  down.  The  question  is  to  discover,  who  struck  Mr. 
Sackmaster,  and  who  should  be  punished  for  the  running 
in,  that  is  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  deter¬ 
mine;  they  have  tried  the  case,  and  given  their  decision 
as  before  stated.  The  views  of  your  Committee  will  be 
announced  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  report,  and 
their  conclusions  will,  undoubtedly,  be  indorsed  by  this 
Board.  The  entire  evidence  is  before  you,  that  you  may 
read  and  judge  for  yourselves. 

The  evidence  is  as  follows: — 

William  C.  Lyons,  sworn. — I  belong  to  engine  com¬ 
pany  No.  5;  I  was  with  her  on  the  morning  of  May  15;  I 
had  hold  of  the  rope;  I  did  not  have  command;  we  came 
up  Ann  street  to  Broadway,  then  I  saw  No.  14  about  half 
a  block  ahead;  I  did  not  see  No.  14  until  we  got  out  of 
Ann  street;  when  we  got  to  the  Park,  on  the  left  hand 
side,  14  run  across  the  head  of  our  rope  and  headed  us 
off;  we  then  took  the  right  hand  side,  and  when  about 
opposite  the  Tribune  office,  they  ran  us  in  again;  we  then 
turned  to  the  left  again,  and  while  turning,  one  of  14?s 
members  struck  one  of  our  members  in  the  back  of  the 
neck  and  knocked  him  down;  I  have  heard  that  the  man 
who  struck  the  blow,  is  named  Burke;  I  do  not  know  him 
myself;  I  pointed  him  out,  and  was  told  that  his  name 
was  Burke;  I  am  certain  that  the  man,  whose  name  I  am 
told  is  Burke,  is  ihe  man  who  struck  the  blow;  I  saw  the 
blow  struck;  as  we  turned  toward  Tryon  row,  14  run  us 
in  again;  we  then  ran  up  Centre  street  to  Reade  or  Duane, 
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street;  I  am  not  certain  which,  and  down  to  Elm  street;  the 
•name  of  the  man  who  was  struck  is  Chas.  F.  Sackmaster. 

By  Mr.  Me  Gown  —  This  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o’clock  in  the  morning;  we  first  overtook  14  en¬ 
gine  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Park;  14  was  just  below 
Beekman  street,  in  the  middle  of  the  street;  No.  5  was 
on  the  left  hand  side,  by  the  Park;  we  first  attempted  to 
pass  No.  14,  nearly  opposite  Beekman  street;  we  tried  to 
pass  them  on  the  left  hand  side,  coming  up;  there  was 
room  for  us  to  pass  previous  to  their  turning  toward  the 
curb;  14  sheered  the  tongue  around  against  the  curb,  so 
that  we  could  not  pass;  No.  5  then  turned  to  the  left  and 
tried  to  get  clear  of  them  again,  we  were  then  by  the  side  of 
the  Brick  church;  the  next  place  that  they  ran  us  in  was 
nearly  opposite  the  Tribune  building;  I  did  not  know  at 
that  time  who  had  command  of  14;  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Tyler  until  after  we  passed  the  Tribune  building;  at  the 
time  Mr.  Sackmaster  was  struck,  he  was  on  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  rope,  coming  up  Chatham  street;  I  was 
on  the  left  side,  exactly  opposite  him,  about  four  or  five 
feet  from  him;  the  man  who  struck  Sackmaster  was  on 
the  left  hand  side  of  14;s  rope,  he  dropped  the  rope;  the 
blow  was  struck  with  the  fist  in  the  back  of  the  neck;  Sack- 
master  fell,  and  caught  his  left  arm  on  the  rope;  that  was 
the  only  blow  that  was  struck,  there  was  an  attempt  made 
to  strike  another,  but  I  don’t  know  whom  by;  he  did  not 
have  a  cap  on;  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  many  of  14’s 
members,  I  know  Mr.  Tyler;  I  first  saw  Mr.  Tyler  after 
we  passed  the  corner  of  Centre  street;  after  we  passed  the 
Tribune  office,  No.  5  turned  to  the  left  hand  as  far  as  the 
Park  by  the  curb  stone,  when  they  ran  us  in  again,  then 
we  turned  to  the  right,  there  was  a  large  car  standing 
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there,  we  took  the  right  of  the  car,  and  they  took  the  left; 
14  then  crossed  over  to  us  again  at  Tryon  row,  and  ran 
us  in;  that  was  the  last  time  that  they  ran  us  in;  we  then 
proceeded  up  Centre  street,  to  either  Reade  or  Duane 
street,  where  we  turned  down  to  Elm  street  where  the 
fire  was;  there  was  no  threats  made  that  I  heard;  there 
was  some  strong  language  made  use  of,  but  I  did  not  take 
much  notice  of  it;  I  have  identified  Burke  since  14  ran  in¬ 
to  us;  there  were  no  impediments  in  the  way  to  prevent 
both  companies  passing. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — I  first  took  hold  of  No.  5’s  rope 
just  this  side  of  the  end  of  the  Park;  No.  5’s  house  is  at 
No.  61  Ann  street,  between  William  and  Nassau;  I  took 
hold  about  the  middle  of  the  rope;  I  saw  both  engines 
when  I  turned  up  from  Ann  street;  No.  5  was  not  going 
very  fast,  there  were  not  many  men  on  her  rope;  I  did  not 
run  very  fast;  I  saw  No.  5  leave  the  house;  I  ran  after 
her  when  she  got  two  or  three  doors  from  the  house;  I  did 
not  run  very  fast;  my  place  of  business  is  on  the  corner  of 
Ann  and  William  streets;  after  No.  5  turned  up  from  Ann 
street,  by  the  time  I  caught  her  five  or  six  men  joined  her; 
14  had  passed  Ann  street  before  5  got  out  of  Ann  street; 
I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tyler;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Burke  until  he 
struck  the  blow;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tyler  either  time 
that  we  were  running;  when  we  were  first  run  into,  5’s 
rope  was  up  to  the  tongue  of  14;  the  second  time,  our 
rope  was  about  up  to  14’s  box;  the  third  time  it  was  the 
same  way ;  there  were  about  sixteen  or  twenty  men  on  5’s 
rope,  more  or  less;  there  were  more  men  on  14’s  rope  than 
there  were  on  5’s;  I  think  so,  but  am  not  certain;  Burke 
was  dressed — in  his  shirtsleeves;  I  can’t  say  what  he  had 
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on  his  head;  I  don’t  know  whether  he  had  a  eap  or  a  hat 
on;  I  can’t  say  whether  he  had  whiskers  or  not;  I  think 
that  he  is  a  pock-marked  man;  I  suppose  that  he  is  between 
twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age;  he  is  a  man  of  about  my 
weight;  I  did  not  see  any  carts  or  omnibuses  in  the  way, 
when  we  were  run  in;  14  had  the  most  rope  out;  14  was 
ahead  during  the  whole  of  the  time;  Sackmaster  had  hold 
of  the  rope  at  the  time  he  was  struck;  I  am  positive  that 
there  were  no  impediments  in  the  way ;  when  we  got  to 
the  Tribune  office  we  were  obliged  to  sheer  off ;  I  have 
been  a  member  of  No.  5  since  1845;  I  was  foreman  for 
six  years. 

James  F.  Horn,  sworn — 1  was  with  No.  5  at  the  time 
in  question;  I  caught  No.  5  in  Ann  street,  between  Nas¬ 
sau  and  Broadway;  I  saw  Mr.  Evans  on  the  rope;  I  took 
command;  when  we  got  into  Broadway,  I  saw  No.  14;  we 
ran  up  to  pass  them,  and  a  cart  obliged  us  to  turn  to  the 
left;  we  made  for  the  track,  and  they  seeing  that  we  were 
making  for  the  track  got  in  ahead  of  us;  then  we  left  the 
track,  and  took  the  middle  of  the  street;  14  then  left  the 
track  and  we  made  a  rush  for  it,  and  14  ran  across,  and 
ran  us  up  on  the  walk;  there  was  no  rail  car  in  the  way; 

I  know  that  they  crossed  over  in  order  to  prevent  us  pass¬ 
ing  them;  after  that,  we  sheered  off  toward  Spruce  street, 
and  they  did  the  same,  and  ran  us  in;  then  we  turned  for 
Centre  street;  they  headed  us  off  on  the  corner  of  Park 
row  and  Chatham  street;  there  was  a  large  car  on  the 
track;  we  took  one  side  and  they  took  the  other;  after  we 
passed  the  car  they  ran  us  in  again;  I  saw  Mr.  Sackmaster, 
on  our  rope,  struck  by  a  man  on  14’s  rope;  his  name  is 
Edward  Burke;  I  am  positive  that  he  is  the  man;  I  think 
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that  he  left  the  rope;  I  am  not  certain  whether  he  had 
hold  of  the  rope  or  not;  I  heard  Mr.  Tyler  make  the  re¬ 
mark,  “  you  sons  of  bitches.” 

By  Mr.  McG-own — I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with 
any  of  the  members  of  14;  I  saw  Mr.  Cerigola,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  on  14’s  rope;  I  don’t  know  the  names  of 
any  of  the  others;  I  saw  Sackmaster  struck;  he  was  struck 
by  Mr.  Burke;  Mr.  Sackmaster  fell;  Mr.  Burke  is  here 
present;  I  can  point  him  out;  when  Mr.  Tyler  said,  “  you 
sons  of  bitches,”  I  was  about  twenty  feet  from  him;  I  did 
not  see  any  other  blows  struck;  after  we  left  the  Tribune 
office,  we  went  toward  Centre  street,  and  14  ran  us  in  by 
the  Harlem  Railroad  office;  the  street  was  wide  enough 
for  us  both  to  pass;  then  they  went  up  Centre  street,  we 
followed  them,  and  turned  down  Reade  street  into  Elm;  I 
think  that  Mr.  Tyler  had  command  of  No.  14;  I  did  not 
see  him  in  front  of  the  Tribune  office;  I  did  not  see  any 
other  blows  struck. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — The  first  time  I  took  hold  of  the 
rope  was  when  Mr.  Sackmaster  was  knocked  down;  I  did 
not  expect  to  see  No.  14;  (it  was  here  admitted,  by  Mr. 
McGown,  that  No.  5  wanted  to  get  ahead  of  No.  14;) 
we  made  for  the  track;  we  could  not  have  kept  on  the 
right,  because  No.  14  would  not  let  us. 

Charles  E.  Sackmaster,  sworn — I  am  a  member  of  en¬ 
gine  company  No.  5;  I  was  with  the  engine  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  in  question;  I  caught  her  in  Park  row,  near  the  Brick 
church;  we  turned  the  corner  of  Spruce  street,  when  14 
ran  us  in;  then  we  turned  the  other  side  of  them  to  go  up 
Centre  street;  shortly  after  that  I  was  knocked  down;  I 
was  near  the  big  park  gate  when  I  was  struck;  I  did  not 
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see  the  man  who  knocked  me  down ;  I  was  struck  in  the 
back  of  the  neck;  I  think  that  it  was  intentionally;  I  con¬ 
tinued  on  after  I  was  struck;  I  was  the  only  person  who 
was  struck,  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  McGown — The  engine  did  not  stop  at  Spruce 
street;  one  collision  took  place  there;  14  ran  their  tongue 
into  our  rope;  5  then  backed  out,  and  came  up  through 
Park  row,  to  the  big  park  gate,  and  14  ran  us  up  to  the 
side-walk;  we  went  up  to  Centre  street,  and  14  ran  us  in 
by  the  Harlem  Railroad  ticket  office;  14  then  passed  up 
Centre  street,  to  the  fire;  I  don’t  know  who  had  charge 
of  No.  14;  at  the  time  I  was  struck,  I  was  about  midway 
on  5’s  rope;  I  might  have  been  a  little  nearer,  the  tongue; 
I  had  my  fire  cap  on;  there  were  no  threats  made  by  the 
person  who  struck  me;  I  don’t  know  of  any  words  having 
passed  between  the  two  companies;  I  was  struck  on  the 
right  side  of  the  neck;  I  fell  down;  I  did  not  see  any  show 
of  striking  before  I  was  struck;  I  fell  crossways  on  the 
rope  when  I  was  struck;  I  did  not  see  the  person  who 
struck  me  when  I  got  up;  I  thought,  at  the  time,  that  Mr. 
Evans  had  charge  of  No.  5;  I  saw  some  one  run,  but  not 
from  No.  14,  when  I  got  up;  I  did  not  see  any  one  else 
struck. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — I  have  been  a  member  of  No.  5 
about  five  or  six  years;  I  first  saw  the  engine  in  Park  row; 

I  came  from  61  Ann  street;  I  did  not  know  where  the  fire 
was,  I  did  not  inquire;  I  don’t  know  whether  any  of  our 
members  inquired  where  the  fire  was;  we  generally  in¬ 
quire,  and  try  and  find  out  where  the  fire  is;  we  usually 
try  and  get  to  the  fire  first;  14  turned  down  Spruce  street, 
and  No.  5  after  her;  we  turned  back,  and  started  for  the 
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track;  I  was  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  rope  when  I 
was  struck;  14  was  on  the  right  of  us;  I  presume  that  I 
was  about  the  middle  of  the  rope;  I  should  judge  that  No. 
14  ran  into  us  about  three  or  four  times;  the  head  of  14’s 
rope  was  ahead  of  5’s  all  the  way;  I  did  not  cheer  nor 
take  off  my  cap.  * 

By  Mr.  Me  Gown — I  think  that  we  could  have  passed 
No.  14  if  they  had  not  headed  us  off ;  I  saw  carts  and 
cars  in  the  street;  I  suppose  that  there  were  stages  there, 
but  I  don’t  know. 

Joseph  Evans,  sworn — I  am  a  member  Of  engine  com¬ 
pany  No.  5;  I  rolled  the  engine  up  Ann  street,  to  Park 
row;  I  saw  14  a  little  ahead  of  us;  there  was  plenty  of 
room  for  us  to  pass  them  on  the  right  hand  side,  and  we 
would  have  done  so,  but  14  ran  us  in,  and  prevented  us; 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  both  to  pass;  there  was  one 
cart  coming  down;  we  then  turned  to  the  other  side,  and 
14  turned  and  prevented  us  from  passing  on  that  side;  the 
head  of  our  rope  then  turned  to  the  right,  and  so  on,  until 
we  turned  Spruce  street;  No.  5  was  on  the  right,  behind 
14,  then  they  turned  the  head  of  their  rope  to  come  up 
this  way  again,  when  both  engines  came  to  a  stop;  this 
was  in  the  square;  No.  5  stopped,  on  account  of  Sack- 
master  being  on  the  ground,  or  he  would  have  been  run 
over;  I  did  not  consider  it  a  run  in;  I  did  not  see  any  one 
struck;  I  heard  some  one  cry  stop,  and  I  turned  and  saw 
Mr.  Sackmaster  on  the  ground;  both  engines  stopped;  I 
did  not  hear  any  provocation  given;  we  kept  on  up  the 
railroad,  to  where  the  cars  stand;  14  was  ahead;  she  did 
not  head  us  off  there;  our  rope  was  about  to  the  tail  of 
their  box;  14  took  the  left,  and  5  took  the  right  of  the 
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car;  5  was  by  the  ticket  office,  and  14  crossed  over,  and 
ran  us  in;  I  did  not  see  any  carts  that  compelled  14  to 
cross  over;  there  was  plenty  of  room  for  both  to  pass;  in 
the  square,  a  man  raised  his  hand  to  strike  me;  I  knew 
him  by  sight;  the  man  who  attempted  to  strike  me  is 
present  in  the  room,  and  I  now  point  him  out;  1  did  not 
see  any  other  attempt  to  strike  any  one;  I  do  not  know 
who  had  command  of  No.  14;  I  did  not  notice  Mr.  Tyler 
that  day,  until  we  reached  the  fire;  I  suppose  that  the 
reason  we  followed  No.  14  toward  Spruce  street,  was,  be¬ 
cause  we  thought  that  they  knew  where  the  fire  was;  at 
the  time  of  the  turning,  No.  5’s  rope  was  at  the  tail  of  No. 
14’s  box. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson. — We  judged  where  the  fire  was  by 
following  No.  14;  I  let  go  the  rope  and  turned  to  see 
what  the  stop  was  about;  when  I  left  the  rope  I  saw 
Burke,  and  he  raised  his  hand  to  strike  me;  he  did  not 
have  hold  the  rope  when  I  saw  him;  when  we  turned  out 
of  Ann  street,  I  did  not  see  any  cart  that  caused  us  to  turn 
to  the  left;  we  went  very  slowly  to  Nassau  street;  about 
a  dozen  men  joined  us  before  we  saw  No.  14;  when  we 
turned  from  Spruce  street,  we  were  on  the  left  side  of  the 
street,  and  I  was  on  the  right  of  the  rope;  this  was  after 
Sackmaster  was  struck;  Sackmaster  was  behind  me  when 
he  was  struck;  the  assistant  foreman’s  name  of  No.  5,  is 
John  Clark;  I  did  not  see  him  strike  or  attempt  to  strike 
any  body;  I  did  not  have  a  trumpet;  I  did  not  see  any  one 
have  a  trumpet;  when  the  man  attempted  to  strike  me,  I 
did  not  raise  my  arm;  I  did  not  see  any  of  5’s  men  strike 
any  one;  I  don’t  know  how  many  times  No.  14  ran  into 
us;  the  first  time  was  by  the  Park,  just  below  Beekman 
street;  the  second  time  by  the  Beekman  street  side;  the 
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third  time  in  the  square;  the  fourth  time  by  the  ticket  office; 
in  all  the  runnings  into,  No.  14  was  half  the  length  of  the 
engine,  and  the  whole  length  of  the  rope  ahead. 

John  Donnelly  sworn. — I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department;  I  was  with  No.  5  at  the  time;  I  took 
the  rope  in  Ann  street,  by  Theatre  alley;  when  we  came 
out  of  Ann  street,  we  saw  14  coming  into  Park  row;  there 
was  a  third  avenue  car  there,  and  14  took  the  other  side 
of  the  track  by  the  Park;  5  was  coming  up  to  her,  and  was 
likely  to  pass  her,  and  14  immediately  turned  and  ran  us 
in  about  opposite  to  Earle’s  Hotel;  5  then  crossed  over  to 
the  east  side;  14  crossed  over  after  us  at  Beekman  street, 
and  headed  us  off,  and  then  went  on  until  we  got  to  the 
square,  and  turned  toward  Spruce  street,  and  5  went  af¬ 
ter  her;  both  companies  turned  toward  the  big  park  gate; 
5  was  gaining  on  14;  then  both  engines  ran  over  to  the 
Park  walk;  5  had  either  to  stop  or  take  the  walk;  then  we 
turned  off  again,  and  14  took  the  outside,  toward  Chatham 
street,  and  5  took  the  Park  side;  then  I  left;  I  saw  a  blow 
struck  by  a  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves  and  a  Kossuth  hat;  it 
was  by  the  Tribune  office;  I  don’t  know  the  man  by  sight; 
the  man  who  was  struck  is  Mr.  Sackmaster;  I  saw  Sack- 
master  fall;  the  man  who  struck  Sackmaster  ran  as  though 
he  came  from  14’s  rope;  I  left  the  engine  where  the  Har¬ 
lem  cars  stop;  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  running  with 
No.  5  about  eighteen  years;  I  have  never  had  any  difficul¬ 
ty  with  14’s  members;  I  did  not  see  the  assistant  foreman 
of  No.  5  strike  any  one. 

George  Mountjoy  sworn. — I  am  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  of  engine  14;  I  was  with  her  on  the  morning  in  ques¬ 
tion;  I  caught  her  in  Vesey  street,  between  Broadway  and 
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Church  street;  I  saw  No.  5  first  in  Ann  street;  I  pulled 
on  14  as  far  as  Broadway;  then  I  let  go  and  ran  ahead  of 
the  engine  to  clear  the  way,  and  while  running  across  the 
street,  I  saw  a  man  beckoning  No.  5  to  come  slow;  I 
suppose  that  No.  5  had  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  men; 
I  think  that  they  were  going  slower  than  was  necessary; 
I  think  that  they  were  laying  in  wait  for  us;  I  know  that 
they  were  laying  for  us;  I  then  went  back  to  the  engine 
and  got  inside  of  the  rope;  I  had  seen  No.  5  laying  for  us 
before;  No.  5  caught  us  about  Earle’s  Hotel;  there  was  a 
car  on  the  easterly  track,  just  ahead  of  us;  we  turned  out 
of  the  way  to  the  left  of  the  car;  the  car  was  going  slow¬ 
ly;  turning  out  of  the  way  of  the  car  obliged  us  to  go  in 
front  of  the  head  of  No.  5’s  rope;  the  head  of  their  rope 
was  up  to  our  box;  we  then  went  ahead  of  the  car,  and  got 
into  the  track  again;  it  was  the  car  that  obliged  us  to  get 
into  5’s  way;  Mr.  Tyler  was  pushing  on  the  engine;  I 
don’t  think  that  any  one  had  charge  of  14;  after  we  passed 
the  car  and  got  on  to  the  track  again,  a  stage  was  coming 
down  on  the  same  track,  and  a  car  was  on  the  other  track; 
we  then  turned  to  the  right  to  get  out  of  the  way;  that 
interfered  with  No.  5  again;  I  heard  a  man  on  5’s  rope 
say,  “Now  we’ve  got  the  sons  of  bitches,  pass  them;”  then 
we  kept  straight  up  to  Spruce  street,  and  some  one  sung 
out,  Go  down  Spruce  street;”  we  turned  into  the  square 
toward  Spruce  street;  No.  5  was  on  the  right  of  us  at 
that  time;  then  Mr.  Thomas  took  hold  of  the  head  of  our 
rope,  and  told  us  that  the  fire  was  in  Elm  street;  then  we 
turned  around  toward  Centre  street;  we  did  not  run  into 
No.  5;  we  started  to  go  up  Centre  street;  just  beyond 
Spruce  street,  I  saw  a  man  struck;  both  companies  had  got 
well  under  way;  I  saw  a  man  named  Sackmaster  between 
both  ropes;  I  saw  Sackmaster  struck;  he  had  his  hand  up,  in 
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the  act  of  cheering  No.  5’s  men;  I  saw  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Daniel  Burns  leave  14’s  tongue  and  strike  Sackmaster; 

I  know  Burns;  I  think  I  can  identify  him;  I  did  not  see 
any  other  person  struck;  5’s  rope  was  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  ahead  of  our  tongue;  Burns  is  not  a  member  of  No. 
14;  I  don’t  know  why  he  struck  Sackmaster;  we  went  up 
Centre  street;  there  was  a  large  car  standing  on  the  end 
of  the  Harlem  track;  we  went  up  the  left  side,  and  No.  5 
took  the  right  or  Chatham  street  side;  I  did  not  see  No. 
5  after  that;  there  was  no  collision  after  that;  14  did  not 
run  into  No.  5  at  Tryon  row;  we  went  up  Centre  to 
Franklin  street,  and  down  Franklin  street  to  Elm.  Mr. 
Tyler  did  not  have  the  command  at  all;  he  gave  out  when 
we  got  to  the  car;  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Tyler  give  an  order; 
I  heard  him  tell  two  or  three  women  to  get  out  of  the  way; 
Mr.  Tyler  had  hold  of  the  rope  in  Vesey  street. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — If  Mr.  Tyler  had  had  command  I 
should  have  known  it;  14  did  not  have  more  than  fifteen 
men  at  any  time  until  we  reached  Centre  street;  I  know 
Edward  Burke;  at  the  time  Sackmaster  was  struck,  Burke 
was  near  the  truck  of  the  engine,  pushing;  Burke  did  not 
strike  Sackmaster;  He  could  not  have  knocked  him  down 
from  where  he  was;  Burke  is  not  a  pock-marked  man;  we 
were  ahead  of  No.  5  all  the  time;  we  sheered  off  to  get  our 
rightful  position;  we  did  not  run  them  in;  when  we  sheer¬ 
ed  off  it  was  because  there  were  some  obstacles  in  the  way 
each  time.  I  am  certain  that  Mr.  Burke  did  not  knock 
down  Mr.  Sackmaster;  I  did  not  see  any  person  on  14’s 
rope  offer  to  strike  any  one,  excepting  Mr.  Burns.  After 
we  got  clear  of  Spruce  street  we  beat  them  all  the  way; 
we  got  to  the  fire  about  a  block  ahead.  I  was  not  exam¬ 
ined  before  the  Fire  Commissioners;  I  was  not  notified;  I 
did  not  know  when  the  trial  was  to  come  off;  I  do  not 
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know  whether  the  other  members  were  notified  or  not;  the 
first  I  knew  of  Burke  and  Tyler  being  expelled  was  when 
I  read  it  in  the  Mercury.  The  reason  why  we  took  the 
right  when  we  got  to  Centre  street  was  because  there  was 
a  small  car  coming  down  on  the  other  side. 

By  Mr.  McGowsr — I  have  been  a  member  of  14  engine 
about  three  years;  I  resigned  in  the  month  of  April;  I 
was  not  a  member  on  the  day  in  question.  At  the  time  I 
caught  the  engine  in  Vesey  street  there  were  about  five 
or  six  persons  on  the  engine,  all  that  I  recognized  were 
Burke  and  Tyler;  Tyler  had  hold  of  the  rope  then;  Mr. 
Tyler  was  formerly  foreman  of  14;  I  am  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  both.  Mr.  Burke  has  been  a  member  about 
four  years;  I  don’t  know  who  rolled  the  engine;  in  cases 
where  there  are  but  a  few  men  on  the  rope  no  one  takes 
command;  14  had  but  five  or  six  men  with  her;  she  was 
hard  pushed;  when  I  first  saw  No.  5  the  head  of  her  rope 
was  on  a  line  with  Broadway  building  line;  14  was  then 
trying  to  get  on  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad  track;  I  was 
standing  by  the  large  lamp-post,  then  I  went  around  the 
car  and  got  inside  of  14’s  rope.  At  the  time  when  I  saw 
a  man  beckoning  to  No.  5  I  was  running  across  the  street; 

I  suppose  that  No.  5  had  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  hold 
of  their  rope;  they  were  going  slowly.  I  reside  in  Fifty- 
second  street,  between  Second  and  Third  avenues.  No.  5 
did  not  stop  entirely  in  Ann  street;  I  watched  them  but  a 
short  time;  I  am  certain  that  they  could  have  gone  faster; 

I  know  that  No.  5  was  laying  for  us  by  their  going  so 
slowly;  when  I  got  back  to  the  rope  no  one  had  command. 
Sometimes  Mr.  Tyler  had  hold  of  the  rope,  and  some¬ 
times  he  was  pushing  on  the  engine.  When  we  turned  ojff 
the  track,  by  Earle’s  Hotel,  5’s  rope  was  midway  up  14’s 
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box;  after  that  we  got  into  the  easterly  track  again;  we 
were  ahead  of  the  car  at  this  time;  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Tyler  then,  he  was  not  .on  the  head  of  the  rope;  a  car  was 
on  the  up  track;  we  then  turned  toward  the  Brick  church; 
the  head  of  5’s  rope  came  about  midway  up  our  box  again; 
we  then  went  straight  ahead  for  Spruce  street;  I  did  not 
see  5  until  we  got  rid  of  the  stages;  we  did  not  interfere 
with  5  any  more  than  we  could  help;  we  were  ahead,  and 
took  the  best  way  we  could.  When  the  man  was  struck 
the  two  companies  were  about  on  a  line  with  the  big  gate; 
both  companies  were  going  on;  I  turned  around  to  see 
where  No.  5  was,  and  I  saw  Burns  strike  Sackmaster; 
Burke  was  pushing  somewhere  about  the  engine;  after 
Burns  struck  the  blow  Burke  took  the  tongue  of  the  en¬ 
gine;  when  Sackmaster  was  struck  he  was  between  the 
two  ropes;  5's  rope  was  then  ahead  of  14’s  tongue;  Sack- 
master  was  somewhere  near  the  head  of  5’s  rope.  I  did 
not  hear  any  threats  made  by  Sackmaster;  14  did  not  stop 
when  the  blow  was  struck;  when  Burns  struck  Sackmaster 
he  fell,  and  was  dragged  on  the  rope,  then  Burke  took  the 
tongue.  The  companies  did  not  come  together  again 
after  the  blow  was  struck;  14  went  between  the  baggage 
car  and  the  Hall  of  Records;  when  we  got  past  the  bag¬ 
gage  car  we  crossed  over  to  the  right,  because  there  was 
a  small  car  coming  down.  I  did  not  see  any  thing  more 
of  No.  5;  the  last  I  saw  of  No.  5  was  when  Sackmaster 
was  struck. 

Daniel  Burns  sworn — I  am  not  a  member  of  14  en¬ 
gine;  I  never  was  a  member;  I  have  been  running  with 
her  for  a  long  time;  I  caught  14,  on  the  15th  of  May,  in 
Vesey  street;  when  we  got  close  to  Broadway  I  saw  No. 
5,  they  were  coming  very  slowly  up  Ann  street;  I  think 


Doc.  No.  37.) 


16 


that  three  men  could  have  pulled  her  faster  than  they 
were  going;  we  got  between  the  pillars  and  Ann  street, 
and  then  5  came  out;  we  came  out  a  little  ahead  of  5, 
their  rope  was  about  twenty  or  thirty  feet  behind  us; 
when  they  saw  us  they  came  very  swiftly;  14  had  about 
eight  or  ten  men,  and  five  had  from  eighteen  to  twenty ; 
we  did  not  turn  our  tongue  into  them  to  run  them  in;  we 
were  on  the  track,  a  car  was  ahead  of  us',  and  we  turned 
to  the  left  or  inside  track;  5  turned  for  the  same  track, 
and  we  got  ahead  of  them;  a  car  and  stage  were  coming 
down,  and  we  turned  toward  the  Brick  church  to  get  out 
of  the  way  of  the  stage  and  car;  5's  rope  was  near  our 
box;  we  did  not  come  into  contact  with  5;  we  did  not 
stop;  we  went  on  to  Spruce  street,  and  turned  toward 
Spruce  street;  I  had  hold  of  the  tongue;  5  turned  at  the 
same  time;  there  were  some  hand-carts  in  the  way,  and  5's 
rope  came  up  against  the  hand-carts,  which  checked  them; 
just  as  we  turned  toward  Spruce  street,  some  one  said 
that  the  fire  was  in  Elm  street;  we  then  turned  around 
and  made  for  the  Hall  of  Records,  to  take  the  inside  of 
the  track;  when  we  got  close  by  the  big  park  gate,  Mr. 
Sackmaster  was  struck;  I  am  the  man  who  struck  him;  I 
did  it  in  self  defence;  I  had  hold  of  the  tongue  of  14;  when 
he  got  up  to  me,  he  took  of  his  cap  and  looked  at  me,  and 
raised  his  arm,  and  I  thought  that  he  was  going  to  strike 
me,  so  I  took  the  first  chance,  and  struck  him;  I  had  no 
spite  against  him;  I  never  spoke  to  him  in  my  life;  I 
knocked  him  down;  I  stumbled,  but  went  on;  I  don't 
know  where  Mr.  Burke  was  at  that  time;  he  was  not  near 
me;  no  one  else  was  struck,  nor  was  there  any  attempt  to 
strike;  I  kept  with  the  engine  all  the  way  to  the  fire;  we 
went  between  the  cars  and  the  Register’s  office;  I  did  not 
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see  No.  5  after  that;  I  saw  Burke  two  or  three  times  be¬ 
fore  the  blow  was  struck;  I  did  not  see  him  afterward;  I 
came  home  alone;  I  did  not  come  home  with  the  engine; 
14  beat  5  all  the  way  to  the  fire;  14  did  not  run  into  No.  5 
at  all.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  have  command.  Burke  is  not 
a  pock-marked  man;  I  was  not  examined  before  the  Fire 
Commissioners;  they  refused  to  examine  me.  We  got  to 
the  fire  about  a  block  or  a  block  and  a  half  ahead  of  them. 

By  Wm.  McGown — I  caught  14  in  Vesey  street,  a  little 
below  Broadway;  there  were  about  five  or  six  men  with  her; 
I  saw  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Burke;  two  or  three  boys  were  on 
the  head  of  the  rope;  Mr.  Tyler  was  the  oldest  member  pres¬ 
ent;  when  I  first  saw  No.  5,  we  were  about  ten  or  fifteen 
feet  from  Broadway,  in  Yesey  street;  5  was  in  Ann  street, 
about  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet  from  Broadway;  14 
then  struck  the  Russ  pavement;  14  took  a  straight  line  from 
the  corner  to  the  track,  which  is  about  eighty  feet  from  Ye¬ 
sey  street;  14  was  going  as  fast  as  she  could,  and  5  was  lay¬ 
ing  for  us,  hanging  back;  they  were  running;  I  judge  that 
there  were  about  eighteen  or  twenty  men  on  5's  rope;  14  had 
from  eight  to  ten  men  on  their  rope  at  that  time;  14  went  on, 
on  the  up  track  until  we  got  to  Earle's  Hotel ;  a  car  was  ahead 
of  us,  and  we  were  obliged  to  turn  off;  there  was  a  stage 
coming  down  at  the  time;  5’s  rope  was  up  to  our  box; 
we  got  to  Spruce  street  and  turned  down;  some  one  said 
that  the  fire  was  in  Elm  street,  and  we  turned  back;  I  did 
not  see  Mr.  Tyler;  no  one  gave  any  command;  we  went 
across  to  the  Park  by  the  gate;  I  was  pulling  on  the 
tongue;  Mr.  Sackmaster  did  not  have  hold  of  the  rope;  he 
had  a  fire  cap  on;  I  know  Mr,  Sackmaster  by  sight;  I 
have  never  spoken  to  him;  at  this  time,  5's  rope  was  about 
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three  feet  from  us;  Mr.  Sackmaster  turned  and  looked  at 
me,  and  raised  his  cap,  and  I  thought  that  he  was  going  to 
strike  me;  I  did  not  give  him  time  to  do  any  thing;  when 
I  struck  him  he  fell  down;  I  stumbled,  but  did  not  fall 
down  on  the  ground;  I  ran  with  the  engine  to  the  fire;  I 
took  hold  the  tongue  again,  and  went  to  the  fire;  Burke 
did  not  have  hold  the  same  side  of  the  tongue  with  me;  I 
don’t  know  who  had  hold  of  the  other  side;  I  don’t  think 
that  it  was  Burke;  I  understood  that  Burke  took  the 
tongue  coming  home;  I  did  not  stay  at  the  fire  any  time; 
I  was  told  that  No.  5’s  men  were  spotting  me;  and  I  came 
home  alone;  before  I  struck  Sackmaster  I  did  not  see 
Burke;  I  do  not  know  of  any  blows  being  struck  by  any 
one  on  5’s  rope;  no  one  was  struck  except  by  me  on 
5’s  rope;  at  the  fire  in  Elm  street,  John  (Hark  was 
around  14’s  tongue,  and  there  Mr.  Ceregola  came  to  me 
and  told  me  that  1  better  leave;  I  don’t  know  that  Burke 
took  the  tongue  after  14  left  the  fire;  I  heard  so;  I  did 
not  see  any  riotous  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tyler; 
when  I  struck  Mr.  Sackmaster,  I  don’t  know  who  took  the 
tongue;  I  stumbled;  I  had  one  hand  hold  the  rope  and  one 
hand  hold  the  tongue;  I  was  dragged  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet;  I  *kept  hold  the  tongue  with  one  hand  all  the  time; 
when  I  struck  Sackmaster  I  left  go  and  struck  with  my 
right  hand;  I  went  up  to  the  room  when  the  Com¬ 
missioners  were  in  session;  they  had  my  name  in;  I  was 
told  so;  I  went  up  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  my 
testimony;  when  I  got  up  to  the  room,  I  was  told  that  the 
Commissioners  would  not  examine  me;  I  was  told  by  one 
of  14’s  men;  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Smith,  the  foreman, 
gave  my  name  in  to  the  Commissioner’s. 

George  Mountjoy,  recalled. — I  did  not  see  any  improp- 
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er  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tyler;  if  there  had  been  I 
think  that  I  should  have  seen  it. 

Charles  Ceregola.  sworn. — I  am  a  member  of  No.  14; 
I  was  with  the  engine  part  of  the  time  on  the  day  in 
question;  I  caught  14  at  Lovejoy’s  Hotel;  No.  5  was  be¬ 
hind  us;  I  don’t  know  exactly  how  far;  14  was  toward 
the  left,  near  the  Park;  I  did  not  see  any  thing  of  No.  5 
until  we  got  to  Spruce  street,  when  we  both  stopped;  our 
engine  faced  toward  Spruce  street,  when  the  order  was 
given  to  go  up,  and  we  turned  and  went  up;  I  don’t  know 
what  caused  us  to  stop;  I  don’t  think  that  No.  5  had  room 
to  pass  us  at  that  time;  when  we  turned  out  of  Park  row, 
I  did  not  see  No.  14  run  into  No.  5;  if  they  had  I  should 
have  seen  it;  the  head  of  No.  14 ’s  rope  had  crossed  the 
rail,  and  5’s  rope  was  up  to  the  engine;  there  was  a  car 
standing  by  the  Hall  of  Records;  we  took  the  inside  track 
straight  up  to  Centre  street;  we  got  on  the  right  hand 
track  going  down  Centre  street  hill;  I  saw  a  man  struck; 
I  don’t  exactly  know  what  his  name  was;  I  don’t  think 
that  he  had  hold  of  the  rope;  he  was  nearer  14’srope  than 
6’s;  Burns  struck  him;  I  did  not  see  Burke  after  we  left 
the  Brick  church;  I  don’t  think  that  I  saw  Tyler;  he  did 
not  give  any  orders;  I  don’t  know  who  had  command; 
Mr.  Forsyth  is  foreman  now;  Mr.  Smith  was  foreman 
then;  I  did  not  see  Burke  strike  any  one;  I  heard  that 
Burke  struck  a  man;  I  did  not  see  it;  I  saw  but  one  man 
struck;  I  kept  with  the  engine  up  to  the  fire;  it  was  by 
the  big  gate  of  the  Park  where  the  man  was  struck;  there 
was  wrangling  on  both  sides;  some  hard  remarks  were 
made;  I  don’t  think  that  14  did  anything  to  prevent  5 
from  passing  them;  I  did  not  see  14  turn  from  one  track 
to  another  to  prevent  5  passing  us;  I  did  not  see  14  run 
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5  in;  I  was  pushing  on  the  front  foot.-board  when  the  man 
was  struck;  Burns  had  hold  the  tongue  when  he  struck 
the  blow;  I  did  not  see  No.  5  after  the  man  was  knocked 
down. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson.— We  were  ahead  of  No.  5  all  the 
time;  when  we  turned  toward  Spruce  street,  5  had  all  the 
square  to  run  in;  I  was  not  examined  before  the  Fire 
Commissioners;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tyler  or  Mr.  Burke 
make  any  disturbance;  I  know  Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Burke; 
I  told  Burns  to  go  home,  at  the  fire,  because  I  saw  him 
knock  a  man  down;  I  was  a  member  of  No.  14  at  that 
time. 

By  Mr.  Me  Gown. — I  have  been  a  member  of  No.  14- 
seven  or  eight  years;  I  caught  No.  14  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lovejoy’s  Hotel;  No.  5  was  behind  No.  14;  I  don’t  know 
how  far;  5’s  rope  was  not  up  to  14;  I  took  the  rope  near 
the  tongue;  Burns  had  the  tongue  on  that  side,  I  think;  I 
first  saw  Burke  when  we  stopped  at  Spruce  street;  I 
saw  No.  5  at  the  Brick  church;  when  14  was  coming  up 
toward  the  Brick  church,  we  tried  to  take  the  track,  but 
a  stage  and  a  car  were  in  the  way  and  we  turned  back 
toward  the  Brick  church;  when  we  turned  the  corner  the 
engine  was  about  the  width  of  the  engine  from  the  side¬ 
walk;  5  was  about  the  tail  of  14;  the  head  of  5’s  rope 
was  between  the  walk  and  14  engine;  when  14  stopped  I 
dropped  the  rope,  three  or  four  others  did  the  same; 
I  don’t  know  who  they  were;  14  had  from  ten  to  fifteen 
men,  there  might  have  been  twenty;  I  don’t  know  how 
many;  I  did  not  hear  any  threats  made;  we  turned  to¬ 
ward  the  track  and  went  up;  I  should  judge  that  5  was 
behind  us;  I  did  not  see  5  after  that;  I  saw  a  man 
struck  and  fall  down;  Burns  had  the  tongue  after  we 
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left  the  church;  I  don’t  know  whether  Burke  had  the 
tongue  before  that  or  not;  I  was  pushing  on  the  front 
foot-board  on  the  left  of  14’s  engine,  when  the  man  was 
struck;  the  head  of  5’s  rope  was  about  ten  feet  past  14’s 
tongue;  I  first  saw  Sackmaster  just  before  he  was  struck; 
he  was  nearer  34’s  rope  than  5’s;  the  engines  were  pretty 
close  together;  he  did  not  have  hold  of  5’s  rope;  we  had 
not  passed  the  opening  when  the  blow  was  struck;  Sack- 
master  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet  ahead  of  14’s  engine; 
Sackmaster  was  about  the  middle  of  the  rope;  I  was  push¬ 
ing  on  the  foot-board  when  he  was  struck;  Mr.  Burns  had 
hold  of  14’s  tongue  when  Sackmaster  was  struck;  14  did 
not  stop;  we  took  the  track  between  the  car  and  the  Park 
side;  I  did  not  see  14  run  into  No.  5;  I  don’t  know  who 
had  command  of  14;  I  don’t  recollect  whether  Mr.  Tyler 
was  there  or  not;  I  don’t  know  who  was  the  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  there;  I  don’t  know  what  members  were  out;  I  told 
Mr.  Burns  to  go  home;  no  one  suggested  it  to  me;  this 
was  at  the  fire;  Mr.  Burns  kept  the  tongue  to  the  fire;  I 
don’t  know  who  it  was  that  told  me  that  Burke  had 
knocked  a  man  down;  I  did  not  hear  it  until  some  two  or 
three  days  after;  I  did  not  hear  who  he  knocked  down. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson. — Burke  is  not  a  pock-marked  man; 
I  don’t  distinctly  recollect  whether  Mr.  Sackmaster  had 
his  cap  on  or  not. 

Thomas  E.  Bown.  sworn. — I  am  a  member  of  14  engine; 
I  was  with  the  company  at  the  time  in  question;  I  first 
caught  14,  corner  of  Yesey  street  and  Broadway;  I  saw 
No.  5  coming  out  of  Ann  street;  they  were  coming  very 
slowly,  and  appeared  to  be  holding  back;  I  think  that 
they  could  have  come  faster;  I  should  judge  that  they  had 
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about  ten  or  twelve  men;  we  had  about  eight  or  ten;  we 
got  into  Park  row  ahead  of  No.  5;  we  took  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  track;  we  sheered  off  to  get  out  of  the  way 
of  a  car,  and  the  head  of  our  rope  sheered  toward  No. 
5;  we  could  not  help  it;  it  was  not  our  intention  to 
run  them  in;  we  got  between  a  stage  and  a  car,  in  front  of 
Earle's  Hotel,  when  we  turned  off  again,  and  crossed  No. 
5;  we  turned  toward  Spruce  street,  ahead  of  No.  5,  when 
some  one  said  the  fire  was  in  Elm  street,  when  we  turned 
and  went  up  toward  Centre  street.  At  the  time  we  turn¬ 
ed  toward  Spruce  street,  No.  14  was  on  the  right  and  No. 
5  was  on  the  left;  I  think  that  there  was  a  cart  in  the 
way;  there  was  a  large  car  standing  at  the  end  of  the 
track,  and  we  went  up  on  the  left  side  of  it;  I  saw  a  man 
down;  I  did  not  see  him  struck;  this  was  about  opposite 
the  big  park  gate;  when  we  turned  up  on  the  left  of  the 
car;  5  took  the  right;  we  went  up  to  Duane  street,  and 
down  to  Elm;  I  did  not  see  any  running  in. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — We  got  to  the  fire  first;  we  were 
ahead  all  the  way;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tyler  have  command; 
I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tyler  or  Mr.  Burke  make  any  disturb¬ 
ance;  I  was  not  examined  before  the  Fire  Commissioners; 
Burke  is  not  a  pock-marked  man,  he  has  a  disease  of  the 
skin;  Mr.  Thomas  took  the  head  of  the  rope,  and  we  fol¬ 
lowed  his  lead;  I  did  not  hear  any  other  orders  given  ex¬ 
cept  when  Mr.  Thomas  told  us  to  go  up  Elm  street;  I 
don’t  think  that  Mr.  Tyler  had  command;  I  think  that  if 
No.  5  had  come  up  Ann  street,  as  fast  as  they  could,  they 
would  have  been  ahead  of  us;  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of 
our  company. 

By  Mr.  Me  Gown — I  reside  at  No.  254  West  Sixteenth 
street;  there  are  not  many  members  of  No.  14  who  live 
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up  there;  I  do  business  in  Cortlandt  street;  I  first  caught 
14  in  Vesey  street;  there  were  eight  or  ten  men  on  the 
rope;  I  have  been  a  member  of  14  five  years;  Mr.  Tyler, 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Mountjoy  and  myself  were  on  the  rope;  Mr. 
Tyler  had  hold  of  the  rope,  on  the  left  hand  side,  about 
half  way  from  the  tongue,  on  the  same  side  with  me;  I 
was  shoving  on  the  hind  foot-board;  I  remained  in  that 
position  until  we  got  to  Centre  street;  as  far  as  I  could 
see,  Mr.  Tyler  kept  his  position;  I  don’t  think  that  we 
had  over  twenty  or  twenty-five  men  at  any  time;  it  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  day;  there  were  a  great  many 
people  in  the  street;  I  first  saw  No.  5  coming  out  of  Ann 
street,  about  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  feet  from  Broad¬ 
way;  there  is  a  descent  in  Ann  street,  toward  Broadway; 
I  don’t  know  how  many  men  were  on  5’s  rope;  I  think 
there  were  about  twelve;  when  5  turned  out  of  Ann  street 
she  was  about  fifty  feet  behind  14;  we  were  going  toward 
the  track;  I  don’t  think  that  5  was  coming  as  fast  as  she 
could;  when  we  were  first  obliged  to  turn  toward  5  5’s 
rope  was  about  up  to  our  tongue;  5  might  have  passed  us 
if  we  had  not  turned  off ;  when  we  got  to  Earle’s  Hotel 
another  car  was  coming  down,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
turn  ahead  of  5’s  rope  again;  5  was  on  our  left  side;  we 
turned  toward  Spruce  street;  the  head  of  our  tongue  was 
about  to  Nassau  street;  when  we  turned  to  Spruce  street, 
the  head  of  5’s  rope  was  about  four  or  five  feet  ahead  of 
our  tongue,  on  the  left;  I  did  not  see  the  companies  drop 
the  rope;  some  of  the  men  might  have  done  so;  I  don’t 
know  who  had  command;  I  don’t  know  who  was  the  first 
member  who  rolled  the  engine;  I  don’t  know  who  gave 
the  order  to  turn  down  Spruce  street;  I  think  that  there 
was  a  cart  in  the  square,  but  there  was  room  enough  for 
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both  to  pass;  after  we  turned  from  Spruce  street  the  head 
of  5’s  rope  was  about  to  the  tongue  of  14;  they  were  close 
to  us;  there  was  a  car  standing  on  the  track;  we  took  the 
track  on  the  left;  then  I  left  the  engine;  I  saw  a  man 
down;  I  did  not  see  him  struck;  Burns  had  one  side  of 
14’s  tongue;  I  don’t  know  who  had  the  other;  I  did  not 
hear  any  threats  made;  Mr.  Tyler  left  the  engine  by  the 
Harlem  Railroad  office;  I  think  that  I  saw  him  at  the  fire; 
I  think  Mr.  Mountjoy  had  command  at  the  fire;  I  am  not 
positive  that  Burns  rolled  the  engine;  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Burke  have  the  tongue;  he  was  shoving  on  the  lever  to 
Spruce  street;  I  don’t  think  that  he  had  hold  of  the 
tongue;  I  did  not  hear  any  talk  about  a  man  being  knocked 
down. 

Robert  C.  Brown,  sworn — I  am  a  member  of  engine 
company  No.  8;  I  am  foreman;  I  have  been  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  ten  years  and  five  months;  I  have  never  been  con¬ 
nected  with  No.  5  or  14;  I  was  present  on  the  15th  of 
May,  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  running  in;  I  stood  in 
Tryon  row,  by  the  square;  I  was  close  by  the  Hall  of 
Records,  in  the  street  were  the  Harlem  cars  stop;  I  saw 
Nos  5  and  14,  they  were  coming  toward  Centre  street; 

I  first  saw  them  between  Beekman  and  Spruce  streets; 
14  was  ahead;  5  was  not  a  great  way  behind  14;  I  saw 
that  there  was  a  collision  there;  14  crowded  5  over;  5  was 
coming  on  the  side  nearest  the  Park;  I  think  that  5  could 
have  passed  14  if  they  had  not  crowded  them  off;  I  stood 
about  a  block  off;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  street  to  obstruct  14;  I  don’t  think  that  there  was  any 
obstruction  between  14  and  me  to  intercept  my  view,  but 
am  not  positive;  I  had  a  clear  view  of  both  companies; 
14  took  the  track  inside  the  large  car,  standing  on  the 
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track;  I  did  not  see  any  one  struck;  I  saw  a  little  dis¬ 
turbance  near  the  ticket  office,  but  did  not  see  any  one 
struck,  I  think  that  No.  5  came  to  a  stop;  14  ran  No.  5 
in  by  the  Hall  of  Records;  5  did  not  stop  altogether, 
they  came  to  a  halt;  the  first  I  saw  of  the  two  companies 
was  between  Spruce  and  Beekman  streets;  5  was  behind, 
close  up  to  14;  14  took  this  side  of  the  big  car,  and  5 
went  the  other  way ;  after  14  passed  the  car  they  sheered 
over  and  headed  5  off  again;  I  can’t  say  whether  there 
was  any  thing  in  the  way  of  14  to  compel  them  to  cross 
oyer;  I  did  not  see  any  thing;  I  thought  that  14  ran  over 
to  cut  off  No.  5,  my  attention  was  particularly  drawn  to 
the  companies  at  this  time,  from  what  I  saw  below ;  I  do 
not  know  who  had  command  of  either  company;  when  14 
crossed,  after  they  passed  the  car,  14  ran  No.  5  nearly  to 
the  side-walk,  and  stopped  5’s  headway;  there  was  not 
room  for  5  to  pass  14,* between  14  and  the  walk;  I  did 
not  see  any  one  struck,  I  did  not  hear  any  threats  made; 
I  did  not  see  any  further  disturbance;  5  went  downReade 
street,  I  took  hold  of  5’s  rope. 

By  Mr.  McGown — When  14  crossed  over  to  5,  after 
passing  the  car,  I  did  not  take  notice  whether  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  way  or  not;  I  think  that  5  ran  14  in  on 
purpose;  14  had  more  men  than  5;  I  think  that  No.  5 
could  have  passed  14,  if  14  had  not  crossed  over;  I  con¬ 
tinued  with  5  to  the  fire;  I  do  not  know  who  had  com¬ 
mand  at  the  fire;  I  did  not  hear  any  threats  made;  I  was 
not  acquainted  with  any  of  5’s  or  14’s  members,  except  by 
sight. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — I  think  that  14  had  about  five  more 
men  than  No.  5;  I  saw  two  runnings  in;  I  don’t  know 
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what  occasioned  the  first ;  14  was  ahead;  the  first  time  I 
stood  about  a  block  off ;  I  can’t  tell  how  far;  I  can’t  tell 
whether  there  were  any  obstructions  in  the  way  or  not; 
I  don’t  know  whether  there  were  any  cars  coming  down 
at  the  time  14  sheered  to  the  right;  when  14  and  5  passed 
the  car,  14  came  out  ahead;  I  have  no  reason  for  the 
opinion  that  5  could  have  passed  14;  14  got  to  the  fire 
first;  the  reason  why  I  took  5’s  rope  is  my  business. 

By  Mr.  Mo  Gown — At  the  time  they  passed  the  car  the 
companies  came  out  together;  14  was  a  little  ahead;  the 
reason  why  I  took  5’s  rope  in  preference  to  14’s  was  be 
cause  I  thought  that  14  did  not  use  5  right  on  that  occa¬ 
sion;  I  decline  to  answer  whether  I  had  any  preference 
for  5  before  that  occasion;  I  would  as  soon  pull  on  14  as 
5;  I  have  no  more  partiality  for  one  company  than  the 
other;  I  pulled  on  5  all  the  way  to  the  fire. 

Carlisle  Norwood  sworn— I  was  present  at  the  time 
in  question;  when  I  left  the  hall  I  saw  14  in  Park  row 
coming  up;  I  saw  an  engine  turning  to  go  down  Spruce 
street,  which  I  took  to  be  22;  I  am  not  sure  that  it  was 
22;  I  then  went  over,  and  fearing  that  14  would  follow 
them,  I  told  Mr.  Tyler  where  I  had  been  informed  the  fire 
was;  14  then  made  a  feint  to  go  after  them,  but  I  believe 
did  not  go;  14  then  went  up  Chatham,  toward  Centre 
street;  I  observed  no  fighting,  but  some  confusion;  this 
was  about  where  the  big  gate  used  to  be;  I  did  not  see 
any  blows  struck;  I  did  not  go  to  the  fire  with  14;  I  fell 
in  with  Captain  Hopkins,  in  Centre  street,  and  went  to 
the  fire  with  him;  5  was  not  entirely  behind  14  all  the 
time;  they  tried  to  pass  them  once;  14  ran  No.  5  in,  but 
I  can’t  say  what  their  intention  was;  the  head  of  5’s  rope 
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came  to  a  stand  -still;  I  saw  14  run  5  in,  and  I  believed  at 
that  time-  that  it  was  done  purposely;  I  saw  14  run  5  in 
again  in  Tryon  row,  in  front  of  the  Harlem  railroad  office, 
and  brought  them  to  a  stand  still;  I  don’t  know  positive¬ 
ly  who  had  command  of  No.  14;  I  do  not  know  who  had 
command  of  No.  14;  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Tyler  give  any 
orders;  I  don’t  know  Mr.  Burke;  I  only  saw  14  run  them 
in  twice. 

By  Mr.  McGown — I  am  a  member  of  the  department^ 
I  joined  in  April,  1830;  I  have  never  been  a  member  of 
14  or  5;  I  used  to  run  with  14  before  I  belonged  to  the 
department;  when  I  first  saw  14, 1  was  in  the  Park,  going 
toward  the  gate;  I  should  think  that  14  was  about  Beek- 
man  street;  I  should  think  she  was  about  the  middle  of 
the  street;  I  saw  5  there  just  behind  her;  the  first  run¬ 
ning  in  that  I  saw  was  by  the  big  gate;  a  part  of  5’s  rope 
was  between  14  and  the  side-walk;  at  this  time  14  was 
going  up  toward  Centre  street;  I  did  not  see  any  obstruc¬ 
tion  ahead  of  No.  14;  14  changed  her  course  from  the 
middle  of  the  street  toward  the  walk,  and  crowded  5 
toward  the  walk;  5  backed  out;  there  might  have 
been  obstructions  ahead  of  14;  I  did  not  see  any;  I  was 
watching  5  and  14;  I  did  not  see  any  thing  that  compelled 
14  to  crowd  5  on  the  walk;  there  might  have  been  ob¬ 
structions  in  the  way,  but  I  did  not  see  any;  I  think  there 
might  have  been  obstructions  in  the  way,  and  I  not  see 
them;  I  then  crossed  on  the  walk  on  this  side  of  the  street; 
after  5  backed  out,  they  followed  14  up  Centre  street;  I 
did  not  notice  a  large  car  on  the  track;  I  can’t  say  exactly 
which  side;  14  went  up  Centre  street;  5  undertook  to  pass 
14  on  the  east  side,  between  14  and  the  side-walk;  this 
was  by  the  ticket  office;  where  5  tried  to  pass  14, 1  should 


Doc.  No.  37.) 


28 


judge  that  there  was  room  between  them  and  the  side¬ 
walk  for  14  to  pass;  the  head  of  5’s  rope  was  ahead  of 
14’s  engine;  the  head  of  14’s  rope  appeared  to  cross  the 
head  of  5’s  rope,  and  to  crowd  the  men  on  the  side-walk; 
5  stopped  and  backed  out,  and  then  took  the  other  side, 
until  they  met  a  car  and  turned  into  Reade  street;  I  did 
not  see  any  thing  at  this  time  to  compel  14  to  cross  the 
rope  of  5;  I  should  think  that  5  could  have  passed  14;  I 
was  afraid  that  they  would;  5  had  more  help  than  14;  I 
should  think  that  5  had  men  enough  to  outrun  14;  I  did 
not  see  any  blows  struck;  I  heard  no  threats  made;  the 
only  member  of  14  that  1  knew  was  Mr.  Tyler,  he  was 
near  the  head  of  the  rope,  and  had  hold  of  it;  I  did  not 
hear  him  give  any  orders;  1  did  not  hear  any  one  else 
give  any  orders;  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Tyler  had 
command  or  not;  I  next  saw  Mr.  Tyler  at  the  fire;  I  do 
not  know  who  had  command  at  the  fire;  I  do  not  know 
Mr.  Burns. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson. — I  can’t  say  how  many  more  men 
5  had  than  14;  it  depends  on  the  weight  to  be  pulled 
whether  a  large  number  of  men  could  run  faster  than  a 
small  number;  it  depends  on  a  variety  of  circumstances; 
the  size  of  the  wheels  makes  a  difference;  this  was  a  race; 

I  did  not  take  hold  to  see  whether  the  men  pulled  as  hard  as 
they  could  or  not;  I  first  saw  14  in  Park  row  below  Beek- 
man  street;  I  only  saw  two  runnings  in. 

Robert  W .  Thomas  sworn. — I  am  a  member  of  14  en¬ 
gine;  I  was  present  at  the  time  in  question;  I  first  caught 
14  corner  of  Spruce  street;  I  was  standing  in  Chambers 
street,  and  saw  a  couple  of  men  run  over  toward  28  hose 
house;  I  went  across  the  street  and  asked  them  where  the 
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fire  was,  and  they  told  me;  I  then  started  after  my  engine, 
and  came  down ’after  her  on  the  Park  walk;  when  I  first 
saw  14  she  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Beekman  street; 

5  was  behind  when  they  reached  Spruce  street;  I  saw  the 
head  of  14’s  rope  turn  toward  Spruce  street;  I  ran  across 
the  street  and  got  hold  of  the  rope,  and  pulled  this  way  • 
to  take  the  track  through  Centre  street;  I  did  it  to  get  to 
the  fire;  5  was  behind;  she  might  have  been  even  to  14’s 
box  ;  we  took  the  inside  track  by  the  big  gate  ;  I 
did  not  see  any  blow  struck;  I  heard  no  threats  made; 
there  was  a  large  car  standing  on  the  track;  we  went  be¬ 
tween  the  car  and  the  Register’s  office;  when  we  passed 
the  car  5  was  not  up  to  us;  I  then  saw  a  small  car  coming 
down,  and  I  sheered  over  to  the  other  track;  I  did  not 
see  any  body  have  command,  if  I  did  not;  I  was  leading 
the  engine;  I  saw  Mr.  Tyler  behind  the  engine;  I  think 
he  got  out  of  wind;  this  was  before  we  got  to  Chambers 
street;  I  saw  Burke  on  the  rope;  he  was  on  the  other  side; 
I  should  judge  that  Tyler  did  not  have  command;  they 
turned  by  my  direction,  when  I  had  the  head  of  the  rope; 
just  before  we  reached  Chambers  street  I  let  go  the  rope, 
and  looked  around,  and  saw  5  about  fifty  feet  behind;  if 
any  body  else  had  had  command,  I  should  have  known  it. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson. — I  did  not  see  14  run  into  5  at  all; 
I  don’t  think  that  the  head  of  5’s  rope  was  ahead  of  14’s 
front  wheelsTat  any  time;  I  don’t  know  that  I  know  any 
of  5’s  members;  going  past  the  car  14  was  ahead  of  5;  I 
was  not  examined  before  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

By  Mr.  McGown. — I  joined  14  about  a  year  ago  last 
March;  when  I  first  saw  14  she  was  near  Beekman  street; 
I  think  that  she  was  on  the  up  track;  5  was  behind;  I 
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could  not  tell  exactly  which  track  she  was  on;  I  saw  them 
both  running;  14  turned  out  of  the  track  to  go  down 
Spruce  street;  it  might  have  been  one  hundred  feet  from 
Spruce  street  when  14  turned;  when  she  turned,  I  think 
that  5  followed  her  up;  5  was  a  little  behind;  I  can’t  tell 
which  side;  I  caught  the  head  of  her  rope  as  she  was  turn¬ 
ing;  I  came  across  to  the  big  gate;  I  crossed  over  to  take 
the  track  to  go  to  the  fire;  I  took  the  track  by  the  walk; 
there  is  room  for  a  small  engine  to  go  between  the  track 
and  the  walk;  an  engine  of  the  size  of  No.  5  could  pass 
there;  when  we  first  turned  from  Spruce  street  we  crossed 
over  to  the  other  track  by  a  right  angle  after  we  passed 
the  big  car;  we  crossed  because  a  small  car  was  coming 
down  on  the  track;  this  was  about  the  middle  of  the  ticket 
office;  I  first  saw  the  small  car  when  we  passed  the  large 
one,  coming  up  the  hill  when  we  passed  the  ticket  office; 
the  small  car  was  about  midway  of  the  engine  house,  on 
the  corner  of  Chambers  and  Centre  streets;  I  think  that 
the  car  stopped  until  both  companies  passed;  we  kept  the 
east  track  all  the  way  to  Franklin  street;  there  is  room 
for  an  engine  to  pass  between  the  east  track  and  the  walk; 
when  we  passed  the  big  car  I  did  not  see  5;  when  I  first 
saw  14, 1  did  not  speak  to  any  one  in  particular;  Messrs. 
Burke,  Tyler,  Ceregola,  Brown,  Mountjoy  and  Burns,  were 
there;  no  other  members  were  there  that  I  know  of;  Burns 
is  not  a  member;  when  we  got  ready  to  come  home,  I 
backed  the  engine  down;  Mr.  Tyler  had  hold  the  rope;  I 
don’t  know  where;  I  should  judge  that  we  had  about  six¬ 
teen  or  eighteen  men  hold  of  the  rope;  I  can’t  tell  how 
much  rope  14  had  out;  there  might  have  been  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  out;  I  saw  Mr.  Burke  have  hold  the  rope,  I 
think,  on  the  opposite  side,  I  don’t  know  how  far  from  Mr. 
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Tyler;  Mr.  Burke  did  not  have  the  tongue  when  I  saw 
him;  Burke  had  hold  the  rope;  I  was  excited  coming  home, 
and  did  not  notice  where  he  had  hold;  Burns  had  hold  the 
tongue  going  to  the  fire;  Burke  was  on  the  rope;  he  had 
hold  with  his  left  hand;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Burke  in  any 
other  position;  I  have  known  Burke  about  a  year  and  a 
half;  I  don't  think  that  I  could  have  been  mistaken  in  the 
man;  when  I  spoke  to  the  company  to  come  over  from 
Spruce  street,  I  did  not  speak  to  any  one  in  particular;  if 
I  had  seen  any  one  have  command,  I  should  have  told 
him;  I  don’t  know  who  was  the  oldest  member  out;  I 
never  heard  Mr.  Burke  say  that  he  struck  any  one;  men 
change  their  position  on  the  rope;  I  am  not  certain  whether 
Mr.  Burke  changed  his  position;  I  did  not  see  any  blows 
struck;  I  did  not  see  any  one  leave  the  rope. 

John  Clancy  sworn  —  I  am  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department;  I  belong  to  60  hose;  I  was  not  with  14  or  5 
on  the  day  in  question;  I  saw  them  both  by  Beekman 
street;  14  was  ahead,  coming  up  toward  Centre  street; 
when  by  the  Brick  church  they^  turned  toward  Spruce 
street;  14  turned  to  come  up  again,  and  5  followed  them; 
5’s  rope  was  about  midway  of  l4’s  box;  I  did  not  see  any 
running  in;  there  was  a  small  car  coming  down  on  the 
track;  14  took  the  inside  track;  I  did  not  see  14  run  5  in; 
both  engines  kept  going  all  the  time;  I  saw  them  until 
they  got  to  the  Hall  of  Records;  I  did  not  see  any  body 
knocked  down,  nor  any  fighting;  I  was  looking  at  the 
race;  I  thought  that  it  was  a  pretty  race;  if  there  had 
been  any  fighting,  I  think  I  should  have  seen  it. 

By  Mr.  McGown — A  man  might  have  been  knocked 
down,  and  I  not  have  seen  it;  I  don’t  think  that  two  or 
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three  could  have  been  knocked  down  without  my  seeing 
it;  I  don't  think  that  there  was  any  thing  ahead  of  14;  I 
don’t  know  whether  there  is  room  for  an  engine  to  pass 
between  the  track  and  the  walk;  14  went  up  on  the  west 
side;  I  think  that  they  took  the  west  track;  when  14 
crossed  from  Spruce  street  I  don’t  think  she  crossed  5’s 
rope,  5  was  directly  behind  them  on  the  inside;  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council;  when  they  got  up  to  the 
Park  5  took  the  inside. 

The  testimony  was  here  closed. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  review  of  the  foregoing  evidence  that 
the  duties  of  your  Committee  have  been  very  onerous. 
They  consider  that  they  fully  understand  the  case,  and 
all  the  circumstances  relating  thereto.  The  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  in  their  report,  recommend  the  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  Mr.  Augustus  H.  Tyler,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Burke,  from  the  Fire  Department;  how  they  could  have 
arrived  at  such  a  conclusion  would  be  a  matter  of  surprise, 
but  that  it  appears  in  evidence  before  your  Committee 
that  they  refused  to  admit  the  most  important  testimony 
because  the  witnesses  were  not  members  of  the  Fire  De¬ 
partment,  an  act  which  your  Committee  deem  most  unjust 
and  jesuitical  of  itself,  and  a  most  dangerous  precedent 
for  any  tribunal  to  establish,  particularly  where  the  pun¬ 
ishment  meted  out  affects  not  the  pocket,  but  what  is 
far  more  dear  to  every  honorable  man,  the  character,  the 
reputation  and  the  fair  name  of  those  who  may  be  tried 
before  them,  and  it  is  a  just  and  wise  provision  of  the 
law,  that  while  they  (the  Commissioners)  are  clothed  with 
great  power,  their  decisions  are  not  final,  but  must  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Common  Council  ere  they  become  laws. 
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Your  Committee  consider  that  the  only  portion  of  the 
complaint  for  them  to  consider,  is  the  expulsion  of  Tyler 
and  Burke,  and  they  have  consequently  devoted  the  whole 
of  their  time  and  attention,  for  several  weeks,  to  this 
branch  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  expelled  by  the  Commissioners,  as  your 
Committee  understand,  because  he  was  with  the  engine, 
(No.  14,)  at  the  time  No.  5  was  run  into.  Your  Commit¬ 
tee  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Tyler  was  singled  out  from 
the  whole  company,  and  expelled,  for  what  the  whole 
company  were  equally  guilty;  from  the  evidence,  Mr. 
Tyler  had  as  little,  if  not  less  to  do  with  the  running  in 
than  any  man  on  the  rope  or  with  the  engine;  it  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  proven  that  he  did  not  have  command,  and  even  if 
he  had  had  command,  the  punishment  is  outrageous;  if  he 
had  been  guilty  of  the  most  heinous  offences,  he  could  not 
have  been  punished  more  severely;  there  should  be  some 
discrimination  used  in  punishing  a  man,  for  whatever  of¬ 
fence  he  may  commit;  the  idea  of  endless  punishment  for 
a  small,  as  well  as  a  great  sin,  is  among  the  things  that 
were,  and  which,  thanks  to  the  enlightenment  of  the  age, 
has  long  since  ceased  to  exist.  Mr.  Tyler  has  served  the 
city  as  a  volunteer  fireman  for  nearly  sixteen  years;  he  is 
a  man  who  is  greatly  respected  in  the  community,  for  his 
position  as  an  honorable  man  and  an  active  and  energetic 
fireman,  and  no  deeper  stain  could  fall  upon  his  character, 
no  greater  stigma  attached  to  his  name,  than  an  expulsion 
from  the  Fire  Department;  it  would  be  an  eternal  disgrace 
to  him,  and,  in  this  case,  a  most  unjust  decision.  There  is 
no  evidence  whatever,  in  all  the  testimony,  against  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  your  Committee  are  compelled  to  report  against 
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the  decision  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  so  far  as  Mr. 
Tyler  is  concerned. 

Now  for  Burke — this  portion  of  the  case  requires  but  a 
few  words.  Edward  Burke  was  expelled  for  striking  and 
knocking  down  Charles  Sackmaster.  It  is  positively 
proved  that  Mr.  Sackmaster  was  struck  and  knocked 
down  while  running  to  a  fire  with  engine  No.  5,  on  the 
iiorning  in  question.  It  is  also  positively  proved  that 
Mr.  Burke  was  not  the  man  who  struck  the  blow,  but  that 
the  offender  was  Daniel  Burns;  this  fact  is  proved  by- 
Burns  himself,  and  corroborative  testimony.  Mr.  Burns 
is  not  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  therefore 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  laws.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
add  that  your  Committee  disagree  with  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  in  the  propriety  of  expelling  Edward 
Burke  for  knocking  down  Charles  Sackmaster,  unless  we 
wish  to  establish  the  principle  that  some  body  must  be 
punished,  no  matter  who,  for  every  offence  committed. 

Your  Committee  have  no  power  to  substitute  any  other 
decision  in  lieu  of  that  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
except  to  reverse  the  same;  did  they  possess  such  power, 
they  would  recommend  that  all  the  members  of  engine  com¬ 
pany  No.  14,  who  were  out  on  the  morning  in  question,  be 
suspended  for  three  months;  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
they  offer  for  adoption  the  follbwing  resolution,  Relieving, 
as  they  do,  in  its  justice  and  propriety. 

Resolved ,  That  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com¬ 
missioners,  expelling  Augustus  H,  Tyler  and  Edward 
Burke,  members  of  engine  company  No.  14,  from  the  Fire 
Department,  be  and  is  hereby  reversed. 

HENRY  H.  HOWARD,  )  Committee 

G.  A.  TROWBRIDGE,  }  on 
WILLIAM  BAIRD,  \  Fire  Department . 
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New  York,  May  15,  1855. 

Mr.  Alfred  Carson, 

Chief  Engineer ,  JYew  York  Fire  Department . 

Dear  Sir: — It  is  with  much  reluctance  that  on  behalf 
of  the  company  of  which  I  haye  the  honor  to  command,  I 
am  constrained,  from  a  sense  of  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
.company,  and  having  in  view  the  best  interest,  welfare  and 
dignity  of  the  department  at  large,  I  am  under  the  disa¬ 
greeable  necessity  of  preferring  a  charge,  serious,  coward¬ 
ly  and  disagreeable  in  the  extreme,  to  any  company  or  or¬ 
ganization  of  any  kind,  it  is  by  engine  company  No.  5, 
against  engine  company  No.  14,  for  running  No.  5,  in  and 
on  to  the  side-walk  at  three  different  times,  while  proceed¬ 
ing  to  a  hall  bell  alarm  of  fire  in  the  seventh  district,  this 
morning  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o’clock,  once  in 
Park  row  near  Beekman  street,  once  at  the  junction  of 
Park  row  and  Nassau  street,  once  corner  Centre  and 
Chatham;  also,  for  an  assault  and  battery  committed  upon 
one  of  our  members  by  engine  company  No.  14,  by  a  man 

named - Burke,  and  attempts  by  other  members  of  the 

company,  each  and  all  of  these  charges  we  are  prepared  to 
substantiate  by  responsible  witness;  hoping  this  will  re¬ 
ceive  your  early  attention,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  PIDDES, 

Foreman  Engine  Company  No.  5. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Gentlemen: — The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  New 
York  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  presented  by  the 
Chief  Engineer,  the  annexed  complaint  of  engine  company 
No.  5,  against  engine  company  No.  14,  for  running  them 
in  while  proceeding  to  a  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
May,  respectfully  4 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  duly  investigated  the  subject,  and  found 
the  charge  fully  sustained.  From  the  evidence  it  appears 
that  on  the  morning  in  question,  engine  company  No.  14. 
in  a  space  between  Beekman  street  and  Tryon  row,  run 
into  No.  5,  three  different  times,  and  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  as  the  latter  came  up  with  them,  showing  that  the 
conduct  ofNo.!4?s  company  was  wilful  and  malicious,  and 
solely  to  prevent  No.  5  from  getting  ahead  and  reaching 
the  fire  first,  thereby  endangering  the  limbs  and  lives  of 
every  man  on  the  rope  of  the  latter.  It  also  appears,  that 
Mr.  Edward  Burke,  during  the  occurrence,  knocked  down 
Mr.  Sackmaster,  a  member  of  No.  5.  The  Board  have  al¬ 
ready  had  occasion  to  express  their  views  in  reference  to 
this  practice  of  companies  running  into  one  another,  a 
practice  which  is  regarded  by  them,  and  by  every  respect 
able  fireman,  as  one  of  the  most  foul,  cowardly,  and  likely 
to  produce  the  most  serious  results.  In  the  present  case 
they  cannot  but  regret  that  any  members  of  a  company 
occupying  the  position  in  the  department  that  No.  14  holds, 
should  participate  in  such  conduct,  and  while  they  desire 
to  be  lenient  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  as  well  as  im¬ 
partial,  justice  demands  that  those  most  guilty  in  this  af- 
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fair,  should  be  punished.  As  the  evidence  shows  that  Mr. 
Augustus  H.  Tyler,  had  command  of  engine  company  No. 
14,  from  the  time  it  left  the  house,  and  as  he  is  an  old 
member  of  the  company,  and  knew  the  consequences  of 
their  conduct,  and  could,  by  a  proper  exercise  of  command, 
have  prevented  the  whole  of  it,  the  Board  have  decided 
to  expel  him;  and  as  it  appears  also,  that  Mr.  Edward 
Burke,  was  one  of  the  most  active  about  the  engine,  at  one 
time  at  the  tongue,  and  again  at  different  places  about  the 
engine  and  rope,  and  finally  striking  Mr.  Sackmaster,  they 
have  also  decided  to  expel  him,  and  have  therefore  adopted 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  Augustus  H.  Tyler,  and  Edward  Burke, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  expelled  from  the  Eire  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  McDOUGALL,  Chairman. 

Wm.  M.  Randell  Clerk , 

New  York,  June  14,  1855. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

Augustus  H.  Tyler,  and  Edward  Burke,  members  of 
Columbian  engine  company  No.  14,  respectfully  represent 
to  your  Honorable  Body,  that 

“The  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  have  expelled  the  undersigned  from  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  Edward  Burke,  for  an  alleged  assault  and  battery, 
and  Augustus  H.  Tyler,  for  a  pretended  running  into  en¬ 
gine  No,  5,  with  engine  No.  14.” 
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The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that  by  law  the 
said  Commissioners  are  constituted  a  judicial  tribunal, 
whose  decisions  are  not  complete  without  the  concurrence 
of  your  Honorable  Body. 

That  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to  be  free  from  per¬ 
sonal  examination;  to  be  heard  by  counsel  with  open  doors, 
and  to  produce  and  examine  witnesses. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that  this  right 
was  substantially  denied  them  by  said  Fire  Commis¬ 
sioners. 

Edward  Burke,  has  been  a  hard  working  fireman  for 
four  years,  and  said  Augustus  H.  Tyler,  has  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  fireman,  continually  doing  duty  for  fifteen  years. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  respectfully  submit,  that  too 
severe  punishment  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  institu¬ 
tions  and  repugnant  to  law,  and  that,  in  any  view  of  the 
case,  their  expulsion  is  extraordinary  and  unjustifiable. 

The  undersigned  therefore  protest  against  the  action  of 
said  Fire  Commissioners,  and  respectfully  petition  your 
Honorable  Body  not  to  concur  with  the  unjust  decision  of 
said  Fire  Commissioners. 

AUGUSTUS  H.  TYLER, 
EDWARD  BURKE. 


New  York,  July  2d,  1855. 
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BOARD'  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  11,  1855. 


The  following  majority  (received  Oct.  11th,)  and  minority 
(received  Oct.  15th,)  reports  of  the  Special  Committee, 
appointed  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  wreck  Joseph 
Walker,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  document  form,  with  all  the  testimony  and 
a  ccompanying  papers. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Whereas,  It  has  been  stated  in  several  public  prints, 
that  an  extensive  fraud  has  been  recently  committed  upon 
the  treasury  of  the  city,  and  that  the  Comptroller  has  un¬ 
warrantably  paid  $7,500  upon  an  illegal  and  unauthorized 
contract,  for  the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker,  from  the  Dover  street  slip,  therefore 

Resolved.  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  any  pay¬ 
ments  from  the  city  treasury,  on  account  of  any  pretended 
contract,  for  the  raising  and  removal  of  said  wreck,  and 
that  said  committee  report  the  facts  of  the  case  to  this 
Board,  for  its  further  action. 


By  Alderman  N.  C.  Ely. 
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MAJORITY  REPORT. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  accompanying 
papers,  in  relation  to  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  respectfully 
REPORT : 

That  in  their  investigation  they  have  taken  testimony, 
which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  which  they  present  as  a  part 
of  their  report. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  convey  a  clear  view  of  this 
subject,  and  that  the  acts  of  certain  officials  may  be  duly 
appreciated,  make  the  following  concise  statement; 

The  ship  Joseph  Walker,  partially  laden  with  flour, 
grain,  &c.,  sunk  in  the  slip,  between  piers  28  and  29,  East 
river,  in  about  thirty  feet  depth  of  water,  on  the  27th  day 
of  December,  1853.  (This  entire  slip  is  private  property.) 

His  Honor  the  Mayor,  testified  before  the  Committee; 
“  In  April,  I  received  a  memorial  from  many  eminent  mer¬ 
chants  doing  business  in  the  vicinity,  asking  to  have  her 
removed,  stating  that  she  was  a  nuisance,  and  prejudicial 
to  the  health  of  the  neighborhood.” 

Most  unfortunately,  the  memorial  is  not  to  be  found,  nor 
can  your  Committee  find  any  “  eminent  merchants,”  or 
any  person  who  ever  signed  such  a  memorial. 

The  Committee  addressed  a  note  to  the  Mayor,  asking 
for  this  memorial,  who  received,  instead  thereof,  an  affida¬ 
vit  from  Alexander  Ming,  the  Mayor’s  Clerk,  stating  that 
such  a  memorial  had  been  presented  at  the  Mayor’s  office, 
and  which  had  been  misplaced  or  lost,  and  could  not  be 
found.  The  affidavit  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  E. 
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In  this  connection  your  attention  is  drawn  to  the  an¬ 
nexed  testimony  of  merchants  who  transact  business  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  directly  in  front  of  the  slip  in 
which  this  ship  lay. 

The  Mayor  further  testifies: — (i  1  then  presumed  that  it 
was  necessary  for  me  to  take  some  action,  and  accordingly 
sent  for  Mr.  Flagg,  and  he  said  that  the  ship  ought  to  be 
taken  out,  and  that  I  was  the  proper  person  to  order  it  to 
be  done.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Furey,  and  he  replied,  as  I  have 
transmitted  to  your  Board.  I  had  another  interview  with 
Mr.  Flagg,  and  he  again  told  me  I  ought  to  have  the  ves¬ 
sel  removed.  I  then  felt  myself  authorized  to  take  the 
vessel  out,  and  wrote  to  several,  parties  asking  the  pro¬ 
bable  cost  and  price  of  doing  it.” 

On  this  point  the  following  testimony  was  elicited  from 
Mr.  Flagg,  the  Comptroller: 

Question  by  the  Committee: 

“  Did  you  tell  the  Mayor  that  he  was  the  proper  person 
to  do  it,  and  that  he  ought  to  do  it,  and  had  the  power  to 
do  it?” 

Answer.  “  I  do  not  recollect  ever  having  said  so  to  him. 
I  think  I  told  him  it  was  very  desirable  to  have  it  re¬ 
moved.” 

Q.  “  Did  you  tell  him  he  had  better  do  it  ?” 

A.  “  I  don’t  recollect  ever  telling  him  so.” 

Q.  “  Ought  not  the  owners  to  have  been  directed  first 
to  remove  her  ?” 

A.  “  I  think  so,  and  I  understood  that  the  underwriters 
were  endeavoring  to  have  it  done.” 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1855,  the  Mayor  addressed  a  let- 
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ter,  hereto  annexed,  marked  A,  to  Walter  R.  Jones,  as  to 
the  cost  of  removing  this  wreck.  On  the  27th  day  of 
April,  Mr.  Jones  replies,  with  an  estimate,  in  detail, 
amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  marked  B.  Mr. 
Jones,  in  a  supplementary  and  explanatory  letter  of  the 
same  date,  marked  C,  says: 

Office  of  Walter  R.  Jones, 
Insurance  Broker,  No.  90  Wall  street, 

New  York,  April  27th,  1855. 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York : 

Dear  Sir: — In  addition  to  my  proposition  of  even  date 
herewith,  in  reference  to  the  raising  and  removal  of  the 
ship  Joseph  Walker,  any  and  all  rights  which  the  city  au¬ 
thorities  may  have,  under  the  statutes  of  this  state,  for 
reimbursements,  as  to  the  expense  of  removal  of  said  ship 
and  cargo,  to  be,  as  to  said  ship  and  cargo,  waived,  and 
the  claim  or  claims,  under  the  laws  of  this  state,  on  the 
part  of  the  city,  against  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  ship 
and  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  to  be  duly  set  over  and 
assigned  to  me,  the  same  to  revert  to  my  sole  use,  benefit 
and  behoof. 

Truly  yours, 

WALTER  R.  JONES. 

On  the  28th  day  of  April,  the  Mayor  writes  to  Mr. 
Jones,  marked  D. 

Mayor's  Office, 

New  York,  April  28, 1855. 

W.  R.  Jones,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir: — Your  favor,  26th  inst.,  is  received,  I  comply 
With  your  proposition  for  raising  the  wreck  of  the  ship 
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Joseph  Walker,  for  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  payments 
to  be  made  as  desired,  provided  satisfactory  bonds  be 
given  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 

You  will  please  commence  operations  at  once,  and  for 
that  purpose  hereby  have  authority  to  remove,  or  order 
the  removal,  of  any  obstructions  which  may  offer  to  pre¬ 
vent. 

(The  favor  of  Jones  is  dated  27th.) 

From  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  bargain  was  closed 
by  the  Mayor,  on  the  28th  day  of  April. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  May,  (seven  days  thereafter,)  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health  was  held  at  the 
Mayor’s  office,  and  the  following  is  a  certified  copy  of 
their  proceedings: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health,  held  at 
the  Mayor’s  office,  May  5, 1855. — Present: 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor. 

Dr.  Wm.  Rockwell,  Resident  Physician. 

Dr.  Jedediah  Miller,  Health  Commissioner. 

Thos.  K.  Downing,  City  Inspector. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  moved  and 
adopted: 

Whereas ,  The  cargo  remaining  in  the  ship  Joseph  Walk¬ 
er,  now  sunk  at  foot  of  Dover  street,  is  made  up  of  vege¬ 
table  substances,  now  in  a  state  of  decomposition;  and, 
whereas ,  upon  the  approach  of  warm  weather,  it  will  be¬ 
come  extremely  injurious  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
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city,  and  should  be  removed  before  the  summer  sets  in,  if 
possible;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Mayor,  as  President  of  this  Board, 
be  authorized  to  proceed  at  once,  for  the  removal  of  said 
vessel  and  her  cargo,  without  delay,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  Street  Commissioner  and  Comptroller. 

Adjourned. 

WM.  ROCKWELL,  Secretary. 

Geo.  K.  Cooke,  Clerk . 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Three  Commissioners  only,  to  wit: — Dr.  Rockwell, 
Resident  Physician;  Dr.  Miller,  Health  Commissioner; 
Dr.  Downing,  City  Inspector,  and  the  Mayor  being  pre¬ 
sent.  Mr.  Barker,  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen; 
Mr.  Conover,  President  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  and 
Dr.  Thompson,  Health  Officer,  were  not  present,  although 
Commissioners  of  Health;  Mr.  Barker  and  Mr.  Conover, 
testified  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Rockwell,  testified  as  follows: — 

Question  by  the  Committee:— Had  your  attention  been 
called  to  this  matter,  officially,  as  Resident  Physician  of 
this  city,  as  being  detrimental  to  health  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  action  based  wholly  on  the  representa¬ 
tions  made  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  ? 

A.  It  was,  sir. 

Dr.  Miller,  Health  Commissioner,  testified,  that  “his 
attention,  officially,  had  not  been  called  to  the  Joseph 
Walker.” 
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The  office  of  Dr.  Miller  and  Dr.  Rockwell,  as  the  Board 
is  doubtless  aware,  is  in  the  Mayor’s  office. 

Dr.  Downing,  the  City  Inspector,  testifies,  substantially, 
as  follows: — I  never  had  my  attention,  officially,  called  to 
the  wreck  of  the  Joseph  Walker  as  to  her  endangering 
the  health  of  the  citizens,  previous  to  the  5th  day  of  May; 
I  have  never  been  invited,  in  my  official  capacity,  to  visit 
that  location,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  if.  the  health  of 
the  city  was  jeoparded  in  any  way  ;  all  I  ever  heard  in 
relation  to  her  jeopardizing  the  health  of  the  city,  was  at 
the  meeting  in  the  Mayor’s  office;  no  other  paper  than  the 
preamble  and  resolutions,  was  submitted  to  the  meeting  by 
the  Mayor;  no  petitions  or  communications  came  to  my 
knowledge;  neither  did  the  Mayor  make  any  lengthy  ver¬ 
bal  statement;  he  merely  introduced  the  resolutions,  and 
said  a  few  words  in  relation  to  it;  it  is  very  unusual  for 
any  matter  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city 
to  be  transacted  through  any  department  but  mine;  the 
law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Inspector,  and  I  supposed 
that  would  be  done  under  my  direction;  I  did  not,  at 
the  time  of  meeting,  know  that  the  Mayor  had  already 
made  a  contract;  I  had  no  idea  that  our  action  was 
intended  to  confirm  any  previous  doings;  I  understood 
that  various  ways  had  been  attempted  to  raise  this  vessel, 
but  I  passed  no  thought  that  it  was  intended  to  confirm 
any  thing  past;  I  have  been  City  Inspector  two  and  a 
half  years,  last  July,  and  do  not  remember  any  case  of 
sanitary  work  before,  being  done  by  any  one  but  myself, 
during  that  time. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  by  the  Mayor  with 
Mr.  Jones,  the  payments  were  to  be  made  as  the  work 


Doc.  No.  38.) 


progressed,  and  yet,  on  or  before  the  day  upon  which  the 
Commissioners  of  Health  voted  for  the  preamble  and  res¬ 
olutions  before  recited,  a  warrant  for  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars  had  been  drawn,  and  paid  from  the  city 
treasury  to  Mr.  Jones,  and,  as  your  Committee  believe, 
before  he  had  made  any  progress  toward  a  fulfillment  of 
the  contract  on  his  part;  and,  subsequently,  another  re¬ 
quisition  was  presented  to  the  Comptroller  for  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  but  owing  to  a  notice  of  a  judgment  claim 
against  Mr.  Jones,  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  paid  to  Mr. 
Jones,  and  the  Comptroller,  by  order  of  the  court,  signed 
a  warrant  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  the  creditors  of 
Mr.  Jones;  thus,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  has 
been  paid  out,  and  a  warrant  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
drawn  by  order  of  the  court.  This  last  sum  of  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars,  was  paid,  by  the  City  Chamberlain,  on  the 
31st  day  of  May,  at  which  date  Mr.  Jones  had  not,  as  your 
Committee  believe,  expended  one  dollar  toward  consum¬ 
mating  the  contract. 

The  following  question  was  put  to  the  Mayor,  by  your 
Committee: 

Q.  By  this  contract  are  the  rights  of  the  city  disposed 
of,  so  far,  as  being  fully  indemnified  for  the  expense  attend¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  this  wreck? 

A.  Clearly  not,  sir;  every  dollar  can  be  recovered 
from  the  owners.”  Furthermore,  in  answer  to  a  question 
by  the  Committee,  the  Mayor  stated;  that  most  unequivo¬ 
cally  the  city  had  not  waived  any  right  to  be  indemni¬ 
fied  by  the  owners,  for  the  expense  of  removing  the 
vessel. 
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Daniel  Dodge,  testified,  That  both  Jones  and  the  Mayor, 
told  him  that  he  (the  Mayor,)  had  released  all  right  and 
title  to  the  ship  and  cargo  so  far  as  any  claim  the  city 
might  have.  The  Mayor  said  he  did  not  expect  any  reim¬ 
bursement  from  any  source  whatever;  all  he  wanted  was 
the  ship  out  of  the  way.  The  Mayor,  stated,  emphatically, 
on  two  occasions,  that  he  would  make  no  claim  on  the  vessel 
or  cargo  from  any  source  whatever,  for  taking  her  out.” 

Mb.  Jones  testifies,  That  he  made  a  contract  with  the 
Mayor. 

Question  by  the  Committee; — Did  the  Mayor  relinquish, 
in  that  contract,  all  right,  title  and  claim  to  be  reimbursed 
for  any  money  or  moneys;  that  he,  in  behalf  of  the  city, 
had  engaged  to  pay  you  for  the  removal  of  the  Joseph 
Walker? 

A.  Yes,  sir; — All  claims  for  reimbursement  from  the  city, 
or  all  claims  the  city  might  have  against  the  ship  or  cargo, 
or  underwriters  thereof  is  released. 

Q.  Did  he  distinctly  inform  you  that  the  city  relin¬ 
quished  all  claim  against  any  party  that  had  any  interest 
in  this  vessel  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  distinctly  inform  you  that  the  city  would 
make  no  reclamation  upon  any  body  for  this  expense  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir; — And  he  assigned  over  to  me  any  claim  the 
city  might  have,  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws,  against  any 
party  or  parties  for  reimbursing  the  city  for  this  expendi¬ 
ture  of  $13,000. 

Should  any  portion  of  the  moneys  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  paid  on  this  contract,  be  recovered  to  the  City 
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Treasury;  your  Committee  will  be  most  agreeably  disap¬ 
pointed. 

Your  Committee  invite  your  attention,  to  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  C.  F.  Barns,  especially  as  to  his  proposing  to 
raise  the  wreck  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars;  and  also  to  the  testimony  of  Julius  S.  Lewis 
who  was  a  joint  partner  of  Thomas  Bell,  actually  engaged 
in  fulfilling  a  contract  for  raising  and  discharging  said 
-vessel,  and  had  succeeded  so  far  as  to  carry  her  from  where 
she  lay,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  farther  up  into 
the  slip,  and  was  continuing  his  efforts  until  he  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  parties  who  represented  that  they  came  from  the 
Mayor,  and  dispossessed  him,  (removing  a  brig,  which  he 
was  using,  to  the  end  of  the  slip;  where  she  now  lies,  sunk 
in  about  thirty -five  feet  water,)  and  that  he  had  no  earthly 
doubt  but  that  by  the  15th  of  June  the  vessel  would  have 
been  raised,  and  the  cargo  taken  out  and  sold;  and  that 
when  he  was  dispossessed  more  than  seven-eighths  of  the 
work  in  raising  the  vessel,  was  done;  and  that  when  he 
was  dispossessed,  not  one  thousand  dollars  would  have 
been  necessary  to  complete  the  entire  job  of  raising  and 
discharging  her,  and  finishing  the  whole  proceeding. 

The  Mayor  referred  the  Committee  to  several  authori¬ 
ties,  to  be  found  in  Davies’  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  state, 
relative  to  the  city;  but  the  Committee  can  find  nothing 
in  these  references  authorizing  his  individual  action  in  the 
manner  performed. 

Conjecture  only  can  furnish  a  reason  why  this  sanitary 
movement  was  ordered,  through  any  other  than  the  City 
Inspector’s  Department.  Your  Committee  invite  your  at- 
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tention  to  “  An  Act  to  enable  the  Supervisors  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  to  raise  money  by  tax;  passed 
April  3d,  1855,  three-fifths  being  present,”  to  be  found  on 
page  1190  of  Davies’  edition  of  the  Laws  of  New  York, 
relative  to  the  city,  and  commonly  known  as  the  “  Appro¬ 
priation  Bill.”  By  this  act,  the  following  sums  were  au¬ 
thorized:  Board  of  Health,  ten  thousand  dollars;  City 
Inspector’s  Department,  thirty  thousand  dollars;  Docks 
and  Slips,  (new  work,)  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The 
closing  paragraph  of  the  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

“  No  portion  of  the  said  respective  sums,  herein  before 
named,  shall  be  expended  or  applied  to  any  other  pur¬ 
poses  or  objects  than  said  objects  and  purposes  respective¬ 
ly  for  which  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  city  and 
county  of  New  York  are  herein  before  empowered  to  raise 
the  same,  as  aforesaid.”  And  yet  the  sum  of  seven  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  thirteen  thousand  dollars 
which  was  agreed  to  be  paid,  was,  and  has  been  taken,  from 
the  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  Docks 
and  Slips,  (new  work.) 

By  the  resolution,  your  Committee  were  directed  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  circumstances,  and  report  the  facts  to  the 
Board  for  its  further  action.  They  have  done  so,  and  sub¬ 
mit  the  same.  The  Committee  will,  however,  in  conclu¬ 
sion,  so  far  exceed  a  strict  construction  of  the  resolution 
as  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  annexed: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  for¬ 
bid  to  pay  any  more  moneys  for  or  on  account  of  the  rais¬ 
ing  or  removing  of  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph  Walker, 
or  her  cargo,  or  any  portion  thereof. 
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Resolved.  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  recover  to 
the  city  treasury,  from  the  owners  of  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker,  or  from  any  person  or  persons  who  may  in  any¬ 
wise  be  made  liable  therefor,  the  sum  or  sums  which  have 
been  or  may  be  drawn  from  the  city  treasury,  on  or  ac¬ 
count  of  the  removal  of  said  ship  or  wreck,  or  any  portion 
of  her  cargo. 

NATHAN  C.  ELY,  )  Special 
PETER  P.  VOORHIS,  [  Committee. 


MINORITY  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  member  of  the  Special  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  facts  relating 
to  the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  sunken  ship,  Joseph 
Walker,  respectfully 


REPORTS 

The  reasons  why  he  cannot  assent  to  that  already  present¬ 
ed  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee. 

Without  referring  to  the  fact  that  he  was  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  to  properly  examine  that  report  before  its  pre¬ 
sentation  to  the  Board,  he  will  content  himself  by  saying 
that  on  examination,  since  its  being  presented  he  finds  him¬ 
self  forced  to  differ  entirely  from  the  majority  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  in  much  that  is  stated  as  facts,  and  altogether  with 
its  conclusions  so  far  as  they  reflect,  in  any  manner,  upon 
the  conduct  or  action  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the 
premises.  It  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
that  in  April  last,  representations  were  made  by  respecta¬ 
ble  gentlemen  that  this  wreck  and  her  cargo,  were  a  nui¬ 
sance;  that  not  only  was  the  hulk  itself  an  incumbrance 
greatly  in  the  way  of  commerce,  but  that  the  cargo,  made 
up  of  grain  and  other  substances,  then  in  a  state  of  decom¬ 
position,  was  likely  to  be  extremely  detrimental  to  public 
health  upon  the  approach  of  warm  weather.  The  Mayor 
gave  testimony  before  the  Committee  to  the  effect  that 
these  representations,  coming  from  quarters  entitled  to  con- 
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sideration,  appeared  to  him  to  call  for  action.  He  called 
in  the  counsel  of  the  Comptroller,  who  agreed  with  him  in 
the  necessity  of  the  removal  of  the  vessel  forthwith,  and 
stated,  that  he  thought  the  Mayor  had  the  power  to  do  so. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  there  is  no  doubt  the 
power  of  the  Mayor  is  ample  to  cover  cases  of  this  kind, 
without  any  authority  by  the  Common  Council  or  the 
Health  Commissioners,  Whether  viewed  as  a  sanitary 
necessity  or  an  obstruction  to  commerce,  there  must  be 
power,  resting  somewhere,  for  summary  action  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  and  if  so  in  what  department  can  it  be  more 
safely  intrusted  than  in  that  of  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  city  government. 

The  prompt  action  of  the  Mayor  in  this  matter,  is  in 
keeping  with  the  way  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  office  in  all  respects;  he  has  not  hestitated  to 
deal  summarily  with  all  abuses,  and  in  matters  affecting 
the  public  health  or  safety,  he  has,  in  all  cases,  assumed 
the  responsibility. 

His  determination  to  cause  the  removal  of  this  wreck  is 
creditable  to  his  devotion  to  the  public  weal,  and  instead 
of  being  made  the  subject  of  illiberal  criticism  and  unfair 
insinuations  is  worthy  of  applause  and  approbation.  But 
admitting  a  doubt  to  exist  as  to  the  power  of  the  Mayor 
to  remove  the  wreck,  this  doubt  is  entirely  dispelled  by 
the  subsequent  action  of  the  Health  Commissioners.  That 
Board  fully  indorsed  it,  and  instructed  the  Mayor  to  take 
it  out.  Letters  were  addressed  by  the  Mayor  to  several 
persons  who  understood  the  subject  of  raising  sunken  ves¬ 
sels,  from  whom  estimates  were  received,  and  the  contract 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
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The  statement  of  the  majority  report,  that  a  Mr.  Barnes 
had  offered  to  do  the  job  for  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  is  calculated  to  mislead;  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  estimate  of  Mr.  Barnes,  referred  to,  was  a  contingent  es¬ 
timate,  entirely  dependent  upon  arrangements  to  be  made 
with  the  Corporation  and  the  underwriters.  He  did  not 
make  an  estimate  that  he  would  remove  the  vessel  for 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  but  he  did  estimate 
that  he  would  do  so  for  that  sum  provided  he  could  make 
special  arrangements  with  other  parties.  This  was  no  le¬ 
gal  or  proper  bid,  and  could  not  be  entertained,  but  admit* 
ting  it  to  have  been  a  clean  and  proper  bid,  it  was  not  put  in 
until  after  the  agreement  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Jones; 
(see  the  dateof  the  bids  and’the  acceptance  of  the  proposi¬ 
tion  of  Jones  by  the  Mayor,  annexed  to  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee.)  Another  statement  in  that  re¬ 
port  is  equally  unfair  and  without  foundation,  viz: — That 
money  was  paid  to  Jones  by  the  Comptroller,  on  account 
of  the  removal  before  he  had  made  any  progress  toward 
the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  on  his  part.  There  was  no 
evidence  taken  before  the  Committee,  justifying  this  aver¬ 
ment.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  in  evidence  that  the 
procurement  of  materials  and  other  necessary  expenses  to 
a  large  amount,  had  been  assumed,  before  the  payment  of 
money  to  Jones.  It  was  a  condition  of  the  agreement  that 
he  should  be  paid  as  the  work  progressed,  and  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  the  necessary  materials  was  a  part  of  the  work; 
and  indeed  the  most  expensive  part.  Besides  ample  se¬ 
curity  had  been  given  by  Jones,  for  the  return  of  any  mo¬ 
neys  advanced  to  him  in  case  of  failure  to  remove  the 
wreck.  And  hence  there  was  no  hazard  in  making  pay¬ 
ments  on  account. 
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Another  statement .  equally  without  foundation,  is  that 
the  Mayor  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  the  Corporation 
would  have  a  claim  on  the  owners  of  the  Joseph  Walker, 
for  reimbursement,  and  whereas,  in  his  agreement  with 
Jones[such  claim  had  been  relinquished.  The  fact,  as  will 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  testimony  and  papers  accom¬ 
panying  the  majority  report,  that  though  the  agreement 
with  Jones,  yields  up  all  claims  upon  the  part  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  it  says  nothing  of  any 
claim  against  the  owners,  whatever,  the  Committee  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  confounded  the  owners  with  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  which  are  entirely  different,  and  without  any 
connection.  There  is  nothing  in  the  agreement  with 
Jones  that  impairs  the  claim  of  the  Corporation  upon  the 
owners  of  the  ship  and  cargo  for  full  reimbursement  for 
every  dollar  expended  in  the  raising  and  removal.  The 
law  of  1850,  relating  to  the  removal  of  nuisances  is  clear 
and  explicit  in  its  provisions,  requiring  the  owners  to  re¬ 
spond  to  all  expenses  for  their  removal. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that  every  dollar, 
paid  under  this  agreement,  can  and  will  be  recovered;  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee,  will,  if  adopted,  be 
of  no  force  or  effect.  The  Comptroller  may  decline  to 
pay  the  balance  due  Jones  under  this  agreement,  but  the 
Corporation  cannot  thus  rid  itself  of  its  liability. 

An  agreement  was  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  possessing  competent  authority,  and  who  was  fully 
justified  in  all  his  acts  with  reference  to  this  matter.  The 
city  is  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  money,  which  can  be  col¬ 
lected  without  difficulty  by  resort  to  the  courts.  Whether 
it  is  prudent  for  the  Corporation  to  incur  additional  ex- 
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penses  in  this  matter,  by  resistance  to  the  payment  of  a 
just  claim,  cannot  admit  of  but  one  opinion.  In  the  re¬ 
commendation  to  sue  for  the  recovery  of  the  costs  of  re¬ 
moving  the  wreck,  I  fully  concur,  as  soon  as  the  demand 
can  be  legally  made,  which  is  after  the  removal  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  and  payment  of  the  money;  therefore  the  Counsel  to 
the  Corporation  should  sue  for  its  recovery.  In  conclu¬ 
sion,  the  undersigned  cannot  omit  to  express  regret  that 
the  spirit  of  the  majority  report  had  not  been  more  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  evidence,  and  that  a  disposition  is 
shown  to  censure  an  energetic  and  faithful  public  officer 
for  one  of  the  many  good  acts  with  which  his  administra¬ 
tion  has  thus  far  been  distinguished. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  VARIAN. 

Minority  of  the  Special  Committee  in 
relation  to  raising  the  ship  Joseph  Walker. 
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Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  July  9, 1855. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith, 
the  papers  called  for  by  a  resolution  adopted  by  your 
Body,  July  5th,  asking  for  copies  of  any  correspondence 
with  Walter  R.  Jones,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
sunken  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph  Walker;  also  any  agree¬ 
ment  made  with  said  Jones,  for  the  removal  of  that  ves¬ 
sel;  also  any  resolutions  upon  the  subject,  passed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Health;  and  also,  any  communcations 
made  by  citizens  or  others,  relative  to  the  dangers  of  a 
pestilence  likely  to  arise  from  the  decaying  vegetable  mat¬ 
ter  supposed  to  be  contained  in  said  wreck. 

As  this  subject  appears  to  have  attracted  some  attention 
in  the  Common  Council,  I  beg  to  state,  that  so  far  as  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Jones  is  concerned,  it  was  made 
by  myself,  in  pursuance  of  what  I  deem  ample  legal  au¬ 
thority;  and  that  in  the  agreement  to  raise  that  vessel 
the  interests  of  the  city  were  fully  protected,  and  cannot 
suffer  in  any  respect. 

I  am  entirely  willing  to  assume  all  the  responsibility 
of  the  proceeding,  and  respectfully  invite  any  action 
which,  in  your  judgment,  should  be  taken  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 
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Street  Department, 
April  24,  1855. 


Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York : 


Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  your  communication  of  this 
date,  I  would  briefly  state,  from  the  large  size  of  the 
Joseph  Walker,  now  lying  foot  of  Dover  street,  it  would 
cost,  from  the  best  information  that  I  can  get  from  practi¬ 
cal  men,  at  least  some  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully,  Ac., 

JAMES  FUREY, 

Street  Commissioner . 


Street  Department, 

New  York,  April  25,  1855.- 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York : 

Dear  Sir: — I  would  state,  that  the  pier,  at  the  foot  of 
Dover  street,  at  which  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker  is  now  lying  sunk,  is  entirely  private  property, 
and  that  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  has,  by 
law,  and  may  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  waters  of  the 
East  river,  up  to  low  water  mark,  on  the  Brooklyn  shore, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  remove  said  wreck  imme¬ 
diately. 

Respectfully,  Ac., 

JAMES  FUREY, 

Street  Commissioner . 
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Office  of  Walter  R.  Jones, 
Insurance  Broker,  No.  90  Wall  street, 
New  York,  April  25, 1855. 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Dear  Sir: — I  understand  various  merchants  and  others, 
residing  and  doing  business  in  South  street,  between  Ful¬ 
ton  and  Catharine  streets,  have  petitioned  to  your  Honor 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  burned  and  sunken  ship 
Joseph  Walker,  now  lying  sunk  in  Dover  street  slip. 

Your  Honor  is  probably  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  this 
hulk,  with  her  cargo,  consisting  of  grain  in  bulk,  princi¬ 
pally,  together  with  cotton,  flour,  &c.,  &e.,  has  laid  there 
for  some  twenty  months,  during  which  time  four  different 
parties  have  endeavored  to  raise  and  remove  the  same 
out  of  the  city  limits.  I  think  the  city  authorities  should 
cause  the  prompt  removal  of  this  hulk,  as  the  same  is  a 
nuisance  to  the  city,  and  beside  a  very  great  detriment 
to  the  public  convenience  of  our  great  shipping  interest; 
the  hulk,  as  it  now  lays  in  the  slip,  preventing  other  vessels 
getting  dock  berths,  which  is  very  much  needed  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  city. 

At  the  request  of  several  friends  engaged  in  the  ship¬ 
ping  business  in  that  vicinity,  I  desire  to  call  your  Honor’s 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  hope  your  official  business 
engagements  will  not  prevent  you  giving  this  subject 
your  prompt  attention. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

WALTER  R.  JONES. 
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[A] 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  April  26,  1855. 

Walter  R.  Jones,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  25th,  I  beg 
to  advise  that  I  have  determined  upon  the  removal 
of  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  and  have 
conferred  with  the  Comptroller  and  Commissioner  of 
Streets  for  that  purpose,  who  concur  with  me  that  the 
public  interests  require  its  removal  forthwith.  You  will 
please  reply  at  what  sum  you  will  undertake  this  matter, 
and  how  long  you  think  it  can  be  accomplished  in. 

Your  immediate  answer  is  solicited. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  Mayor. 


[B] 

Office  of  Walter  R.  Jones, 
Insurance  Broker,  No.  90  Wall  street, 

New  York,  April,  27th,  1855, 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  26th,  yester- 
terday,  I  will  agree  to  have  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  now 
burned  and  sunk  at  Roosevelt  street,  raised,  floated  and 
taken  away  from  the  slip  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  the 
sum  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  cash;  payments  to  be 
made  as  the  work  progresses;  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  work,  under  this  communication  to  you,  I  will  give 
good  security,  to  be  approved  by  you. 
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If  my  proposal  is  accepted,  any  lien  or  liens  on  the  ves¬ 
sel  and  cargo  for  salvage  thereon,  in  addition  to  the  above 
sum  to  be  paid  by  the  city,  is  to  belong  to  the  party  or 
parties  raising  and  removing  the  vessel.  I  think  the  job 
may  be  accomplished  in  sixty  days.  Inclosed  please  find 
my  estimate.  Your  early  reply  will  greatly  oblige, 

Your  . obedient  servant, 

WALTER  R.  JONES. 

New  York,  April  27th,  1855. 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Mew  York : 

I  herewith  submit  to  your  Honor  my  estimate  of  the 
cost  and  charges,  work  and  expenses  for  raising  and  re¬ 


moving  the  sunken  ship  Joseph  Walker: 

For  hire  of  5  2 \  inch  chains,  each  $150 .  $750  00 

“  bill  for  hire  of  8  new  pattern  screws .  1,000  00 

“  hire  of  40  men  60  days  each,  1,800  days,  at 

$2  50 .  4,500  00 

“  board  of  men  at  night,  (on  tide  duty) .  250  00 

“  hire  of  8  shores  26  inches,  110  feet  long. . .  600  00 

“  u  chain  stoppers,  blocks,  falls  and  crabs,  250  00 

“  “  2  wrecking  schooners .  1,250  00 

“  cartage  and  sundry  cash  items .  200  00 

“  hire  of  2  steam  pumps,  board  of  underwriters,  600  00 

“  “  2  engineers  for  the  pumps .  250  00 

“  “  blocking  and  cross  blocking .  200  00 

“  “  frames  and  making  new  frame-work,  1,000  00 

u  “  4  barges .  750  00 

“  “  steamboat  towing .  1,350  00 


$13,000  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  R.  JONES. 
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Office  of  Walter  B.  Jones, 

Insurance  Broker,  No.  90  Wall  street, 

New  York,  April  27th,  1855. 

Hon.  Fernando  Wood, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Dear  Sir: — In  addition  to  my  proposition  of  even  date 
herewith,  in  reference  to  the  raising  and  removal  of  the 
ship  Joseph  Walker,  any  and  all  rights  which  the  city 
authorities  may  have  under  the  statutes  of  this  state,  for 
reimbursements,  as  to  the  expense  of  removal  of  said  ship 
and  cargo,  to  be,  as  to  said  ship  and  cargo,  waived,  and  the 
claim  or  claims  under  the  laws  of  this  state,  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  against  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  ship  and 
cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  to  be  duly  set  over  and  as¬ 
signed  to  me,  the  same  to  revert  to  my  sole  use,  benefit 
and  behoof. 

Truly  yours, 

WALTER  R.  JONES. 


[DJ 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York,  April  28,  1855. 

W.  R.  Jones,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  26th  inst.,  is  received, 
I  comply  with  your  proposition  for  raising  the  wreck  of 
the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  for  thirteen  thousand  dollars, 
payments  to  be  made  as  desired,  provided  satisfactory 
bonds  be  given  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 
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You  will  please  commence  operations  at  once,  and  for 
that  purpose  hereby  have  authority  to  remove  or  order  the 
removal  of  any  obstructions  which  may  offer  to  prevent. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Walter  R. 
Jones,  A.  B.  Van  Olinda,  and  RobertL.  Lane  of  the  city, 
county,  and  State  of  New  York,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  Fernando  Wood,  as  Mayor,  to 
which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done,  we, 
jointly  and  severally  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  execu¬ 
tors  and  administrators,  and  every  of  them,  firmly  by 
these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this 
fourth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the 
aforesaid  Walter  R.  Jones  shall  raise,  or  cause  to  be 
raised,  floated,  discharged,  and  cleared  from  the  slip  or 
wharf  where  she  now  lies,  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker,  according  to  the  meaning  and  true  intent  of  a 
certain  contract  or  agreement  made  and  agreed,  and 
entered  into  on  the  day  of  April  a.d.  1855,  on  the 

part  of  said  Jones,  party  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Hon. 
Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  of  the  said  city  of  New  York, 
then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  re¬ 
main  in  full  force  and  virtue.  It  being  understood  that 
this  bond  is  given  for  and  on  account  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

WALTER  R.  JONES,  (l.s.) 

A.  B.  VAN  OLINDA,  (l.  s.) 

ROBT.  L.  LANE,  (l.  s.) 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health,  held  at 
the  Mayor’s  office.  May  5th,  1855,  * 

Present : 

Hon,  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor. 

Dr.  William  Rockwell,  Resident  Physician. 

Dr.  Jedediah  Miller,  Health  Commissioner. 

Thomas  K.  Downing,  City  Inspector. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  moved  and 
adopted. 

Whereas,  The  cargo  remaining  in  the  ship  Joseph 
Walker,  now  sunk  at  foot  of  Dover  street,  is  made  up  of 
vegetable  substances,  now  in  a  state  of  decomposition, 
and 

Whereas,  upon  the  approach  of  warm  weather,  it  will 
become  extremely  injurious  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city,  and  should  be  removed  before  the  summer  sets 
in,  if  possible,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Mayor,  as  president  of  this  Board, 
be  authorized  to  proceed  at  once  for  the  removal  of  said 
vessel  and  her  cargo,  without  delay,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  Street  Commissioner  and  Comptroller. 

Adjourned. 

WM.  ROCKWELL,  Secretary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Geo.  K.  Cook,  Clerk. 


New  York,  April  28th  1855. 
Honorable  Fenrnado  Wood,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Dear  Sir: — I  will  agree  to  raise  the  ship  Joseph  Walk¬ 
er,  now  sunk  at  the  slip  foot  of  Roosevelt  street,  and  re- 
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move  the  vessel  from  the  slip,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  cash;  the  above  sum  to  be  paid  when  I  have 
completed  the  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Gerrish, 

No.  274  South  street. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  that  the 
ship  Joseph  Walker,  which  was  sunk  at  pier  No.  29,  in 
December,  1853,  has  not  been  removed  by  the  owners  or 
underwriters,  and  that  beside  the  disgraceful  waste  of 
property  in  thus  allowing  her  to  decay,  and  fall  to  pieces 
in  the  dock,  her  present  position  is  a  great  obstruction  to 
the  piers  between  which  she  lays,  to  the  great  damage  of 
business  in  that  section  as  well  as  to  the  city. 

The  undersigned  would  further  represent,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  cargo,  that  unless  she  be  raised  immediately, 
and  if  she  should  be  raised  in  the  coming  summer  months, 
owing  to  the  decomposed  state  in  which  her  cargo  would 
be  found,  it  would  breed  infectious  diseases,  and  cause 
much  sickness  in  that  portion  of  the  city;  this  opinion  is 
shared  by  many  persons,  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on 
the  subject.  It  is  hoped  that  the  city  will  examine  as  to 
the  truth  of  these  allegations,  and  if  found  correct,  will 
cause  this  obstruction  to  trade  and  commerce  to  be  re¬ 
moved  at  once,  and  stay  the  further  waste  of  valuable  pro¬ 
perty,  and  not  allow  the  raising  of  said  ship  to  be  delayed 
until  the  heat  of  the  summer  months  is  upon  us,  and  then 
expose  her  decomposed  cargo  to  its  influence. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

BENJ.  H.  BUCK. 
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New  York,  April  26th,  1855. 
IIon.  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor,  fyc.  : 

Sir: — We  will  agree  to  float  the  ship  Joseph  Walker, 
now  sunken  in  the  slip  at  the  foot  of  Roosevelt  street,  and 
remove  the  vessel  out  of  the  slip,  to  either  Brooklyn  or 
Williamsburgh,  for  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars, 
cash;  and  will  give  satisfactory  bonds  to  perform  the  work 
within  six  months  after  the  contract  shall  have  been  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob;t  serv’ts, 

A.  B.  YAN  OLINDA, 
JOHN  KINNY. 

New  York,  April  28th,  1855. 

7  o  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  or  Corporation 

of  the  city  of  New  York: 

I  hereby  propose  to  raise  and  remove  the  hulk  of  the 
ship  Joseph  Walker,  (which  was  burnt  and  sunk  under 
water,  between  piers  Nos.  28  and  29,  East  river,  near  the 
Roosevelt  street  ferry,  some  time  since,)  for  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  (3,500,)  within  the 
space  of  sixty  days;  provided  said  Corporation  will  give 
me  such  authority  so  to  do,  and  a  privilege  of  allowing 
the  ship  to  lay  in  the  middle  of  the  slip,  with  her  head  up 
to  the  bulkhead,  so  that  I  can  discharge  her,  provided  I 
can  make  arrangements  with  the  owners,  agents  and  in¬ 
surers  so  to  do,  or  repair  her,  my  paying  for  the  use  of 
said  slip  at  the  usual  rates.  The  Corporation  to  pay  me 
said  sum  as  soon  as  I  do  as  above.  This  will  allow  ves¬ 
sels  to  come  up  at  the  piers  on  either  side,  to  load  and 
discharge,  and  will  not;  interfere  with  any  one. 

C.  F.  BARNS. 

No.  187  East  Fifteenth  street;  after  1st  May,  No.  173 
East  Fifteenth  street. 
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There  was  also  a  numerously  signed  petition  of  mer¬ 
chants  and  citizens,  setting  forth  the  propriety  of  the  im¬ 
mediate  removal  of  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  as  being 
detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  city,  and  praying  the 
Mayor  to  take  speedy  action  in  reference  thereto;  also 
letters  on  the  same  subject,  whieh  have  been  mislaid. 
Search,  however,  will  be  made  for  them,  and  they  will  be 
produced  before  the  Committee,  should  they  require  them, 
or  evidence  of  their  existence  will  be  furnished. 

New  York,  April  30th,  1855. 

Agreement  entered  into ,  this  day ,  by  Walter  R.  Jones  and 
Charles  F.  Barnes . 

I,  Charles  F.  Barnes,  do  hereby  agree  to  raise,  float,  and 
take  out  of  the  slip,  for  said  Walter  R.  Jones,  the  sunken 
ship  Joseph  Walker,  together  with  the  cargo  into  said 
vessel,  and  to  transport  the  vessel  to  a  safe  and  convenient 
place,  within  the  city  limits,  and  there  to  discharge  the 
cargo;  or  if  the  said  Barnes  deems  it  best  to  discharge  the 
cargo,  in  whole  or  in  part,  on  the  dock,  or  into  vessels  at 
the  pier  where  said  ship  now  lays  sunk,  to  be  at  his  own 
option;  he  is  to  have  that  privilege.  The  said  Barnes 
hereby  binds  himself  to  do  and  perform  the  above  job 
within  ninety  days  from  this  date,  otherwise  this  agree¬ 
ment  to  be  void. 

In  consideration  of  the  said  Barnes  performing  the 
above  work  or  job  for  said  Jones,  the  said  Jones  agrees 
that  said  Barnes  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  net 
sales  of  said  ship's  hull,  and  materials  now  attached  to 
her;  also,  that  said  Barnes  shall  receive  sixty-two  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  upon  the  net  sales  of  all  the  cargo  into  said 
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vessel,  which  the  said  Barnes  may  cause  to  be  saved.  It 
is  further  agreed  that  said  cargo  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
public  auction,  immediately  after  it  is  discharged  and 
ready  for  sale,  and  that  said  vessel  shall  be  disposed  of  in 
like  manner.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  if  the  said  Barnes 
raises  and  floats  said  vessel,  so  that  the  cargo  may  be 
landed  within  thirty  days’  time  from  this  date,  the  said 
Jones  is  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
cash,  in  addition  to  the  above.  It  is  hereby  further  agreed, 
that  any  and  all  claim  or  claims  for  wharfage,  which  the 
said  vessel,  owners  or  underwriters  are  legally  liable  for, 
that  each  of  the  parties  to  this  agreement  is  to  pay  the 
equal  one-half.  It  is  hereby  further  agreed,  that  said 
vessel  and  cargo  shall  be  disposed  of  under  the  directions 
of  said  Jones,  and  that  said  Jones  is  to  be  entitled  to  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  commission  on  the  net  sales  thereof. 
It  is  further  agreed,  that  if  the  owners  of  said  pier  allow 
any  sum  or  sums  for  the  removal  of  said  hull  and  cargo 
from  the  slip,  such  sum  or  sums  is  to  be  equally  divided 
between  said  Barnes  and  Jones.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
said  Barnes  shall  have  the  sole  control  of  the  work,  which 
is  to  be  done  under  his  direction,  for  the  space  of  ninety 
days,  as  herein  provided  for.  It  is  also  agreed,  and  un¬ 
derstood,  that  said  Jones  is  not  to  be  liable  for  any  charges, 
costs  and  expenses  which  the  said  Barnes  may  incur, 
neither  shall  the  said  Barnes  have  any  claim  or  claims  on 
the  said  vessel  and  cargo  until  the  job  is  performed,  as 
herein  provided  for. 

WALTER  R.  JONES,  [l.  s.] 

C.  F.  BARNS,  [l.  s.J 

In  presence  of 

Edw.  H.  Albright, 

Geo.  M.  Cone. 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office, 
New  York,  July  7,  1855. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Comptroller,  in  answer  to  the  following  resolution, 
viz,: 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report,  forthwith,  to  this  Board,  the  exact 
amount  already  paid  for  the  removal  of  said  ship  Joseph 
Walker;  to  whom  the  same  has  been  paid;  under  what 
authority  of  law  he  has  acted  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
moneys  on  said  work;  and  whether  any  contract  for  such 
work  was  ever  made;  when  made;  and  such  other  par¬ 
ticulars,  bearing  upon  the  question,  as  may  enable  the 
Board  to  arrive  at  a  proper  opinion  as  to  the  legality  and 
propriety  of  any  act  which  takes  from  the  city  treasury 
the  sum  above-mentioned,  for  such  an  object. 

“  Which  was  adopted.” 

Respectfully  reports,  that  the  “  exact  amount  already 
paid,  for  the  removal  of  the  Joseph  Walker,  is  seven  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars.  The  warrants  were  made  pay¬ 
able  to  the  order  of  Walter  R.  Jones,  and  were  based  on 
requisitions  of  the  Street  Department,  in  the  usual  form, 
referring  to  section  159  of  the  ordinances  of  1849.  A  t 
the  time  the  first  requisition  was  presented,  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  was  informed  that  Mr.  Jones  had  made  a  proposition 
to  raise  the  vessel  referred  to,  which  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Mayor;  and  also  that  Mr.  Jones  had  given  good 
bonds  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  undertaking. 

The  preceding  statement  answers  the  specific  inquiries 
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of  the  resolution  so  far  as  the  ordinances  place  the  docu¬ 
ments  in  the  official  custody  of  this  department. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  second  requisition  of  the 
Street  Commissioner  was  originally  made  for  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  Before  the  warrant  was  made  out.  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  this  requisition,  one  of  the  creditors  of  Mr. 
Jones  obtained  an  injunction,  and  served  a  copy  on  the 
Finance  Department,  for  a  claim  of  one  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.  The  warrant,  therefore,  was  made  for  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  balance  was  held, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  court.  The  court  made  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  the  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  on  the  claim  against  Mr.  Jones,  and  a  warrant  was 
made  out,  in  pursuance  to  such  order,  and  signed  by  the 
Comptroller.  The  Mayor  refused  to  countersign  the  war¬ 
rant,  and  Injnce  the  sum  actually  paid  from  the  treasury, 
as  before  stated,  is  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 


[E] 

Mayor's  Office, 

New  York,  August  31,  1855. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss:— Alexander  Ming/ 
Mayor’s  Clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  being 
duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say — that  on  or  about  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  of  April,  1855,  a  letter  or  memo¬ 
rial  signed  by  a  number  of  citizens,  was  presented  or  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Honorable  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  desiring  him  to  take  measures  to  re- 
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move  the  hull  of  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  then  lying  sunk 
at  Dover  street  wharf,  East  river;  and  that  said  letter  or 
memorial  was  put  in  possession  of  this  deponent,  and  by 
him  read  and  filed  with  other  papers  on  same  subject,  in 
said  Mayor’s  office;  and  that  said  papers  (placed  in  one 
packet,)  were  subsequently  thereafter  given  into  the  hands 
of  James  Furey,  Esq.,  Street  Commissioner  of  this  city, 
as  this  deponent  verily  believes;  that  said  Furey  subse¬ 
quently  returned  said  package  to  the  Mayor’s  office;  but 
this  deponent  after  diligent  search,  has  been  unable  to  find 
said  memorial,  as  aforesaid,  on  file  in  this  office;  and  he 
further  verily  believes  and  avers,  that  said  memorial  must 
have  been  mislaid  or  lost  while  out  of  the  possession  of 
this  deponent,  as  aforesaid. 

ALEX.  MING. 

Sworn  before  me  this  31st ) 
day  of  August,  1855.  $ 

Wm.  H.  Stephens, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


Street  Department, 
July  5,  1855. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

Gentlemen: — In  reply  to  your  resolution  respecting 
the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  Joseph  Walker,  I  have 
the  honor  to  say,  that  I  have  drawn  two  requisitions  on 
the  Comptroller  for  that  purpose;  the  first,  May  5th.  for 
four  thousand  dollars;  and  the  other,  May  29th,  for  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The  requisitions  were 
drawn  pursuant  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of 
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Health  Commissioners,  directing  the  Mayor,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Comptroller  and  Street  Commissioner,  to  cause 
the  wreck  referred  to,  to  be  removed  forthwith. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  EUREY, 

Street  Commissioner . 
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TESTIMONY,  ETC. 


Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  Joseph  Walker. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  July  18,  1855. 

Present — Alderman  Ely,  Chairman;  Aldermen  Voorhis 
and  Yarian. 

James  Furey,  Street  Commissioner ,  sworn : 

The  Chairman  read  the  communication  made  by  Mr. 
Furey,  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  5th,  1855. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  any  thing  relative  to  raising 
the  wreck  before  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  several  merchants  had  frequently 
asked  me  to  raise  this  vessel;  I  told  them  I  could  not  do 
it  unless  the  Common  Council  ordered  it;  I  had  taken 
some  action  previous  to  the  action  of  the  Health  Commis¬ 
sioners.  I  saw  the  papers  purporting  to  be  the  official 
proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health  in  relation 
to  this  matter;  I  did  not  know  any  thing  about  their  taking 
this  action  until  it  was  done;  I  had  talked  with  several 
practical  men,  and  had  obtained  their  idea,  but  made  no 
arrangement;  I  made  the  requisitions  for  the  Commission¬ 
ers  of  Health,  on  account  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips;  I 
had  some  conversation  with  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller  be¬ 
fore  drawing  the  requisition;  the  first  requisition  was  drawn 
May  5,  for  four  thousand  dollars;  I  got  it  from  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jones:  it  may  have  been  the  same 
day;  the  second  requisition  was  made  May  29,  for  three  thou- 
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sand  five  hundred  dollars;  the  second  requisition  actually 
made  was  destroyed,  on  account  of  some  difficulty  with  the 
sheriff  and  the  creditors  of  Mr.  Jones;  there  is  no  requi¬ 
sition  out  now;  I  had  visited  the  pier  at  Dover  street,  but 
did  not  take  the  depth  of  water. 

Q.  Did  you  discover  any  thing  connected  with  this 
wreck  that  seemed  to  you  to  be  prejudicial  to  public 
health  ? 

A.  I  can’t  tell;  I  can’t  answer  that  question;  I  think  I 
had  seen  the  contract  before  I  made  the  requisition;  the 
requisition  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Turner,  and  I 
signed  it. 

Q.  At  whose  request  or  direction  was  this  requisition 
drawn  ? 

A.  I  did  it  myself,  by  virtue  of  my  office;  I  thought  my 
office  authorized  me  to  make  a  requisition  for  thirteen 
thousand  dollars;  this  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  I  have  had. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Jones  done  any  work  between  the  5th  and 
29th  of  May  ? 

A.  There  was  work  done. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  certificate,  from  any  one  in  your 
employ,  that  the  work  was  done  ? 

A.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  say  that  any  offensive 
odor  arose  from  that  vessel,  as  she  laid  under  water  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know,  sir;  I  don’t  know  of  any  warrant 
being  drawn  for  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
connection  with  this  matter;  I  calculate  to  sell  this  vessel, 
when  she  is  raised,  to  pay  for  the  expenses. 

Q.  By  taking  up  this  ship,  didn’t  you  know  that  the  city 
would  be  liable  for  the  wharfage  ? 

A.  That  is  none  of  my  business;  I  am  now  raising  her 
by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health, 
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and  I  intend  to  sell,  by  virtue  of  my  office,  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
penses;  I  don’t  know  any  one,  in  this  matter  of  raising 
her,  but  Mr,  Jones;  I  don’t  know  why  it  was  referred  to 
me,  instead  of  the  City  Inspector,  but  I  know  that  I  am 
the  only  one  that  can  do  it;  I  was  not  requested  by  Mr. 
Jones  to  make  the  first  requisition. 

Fernando  Wood,  Mayor,  sworn : 

His  Honor  testified  substantially  as  follows: 

I  believe,  as  I  communicated  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
“  I  must  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  whole  transac¬ 
tion.”  It  is  true  I  did  not  pay  the  money,  or  draw  the 
requisitions,  but  I  made  the  contract,  and  did  “  the  thing,” 
as  it  is  termed.  Soon,  after  I  became  Mayor,  a  complaint 
was  entered  in  the  complaint  book  against  the  wreck,  re¬ 
presenting  that  it  was  an  incumbrance,  and  I  referred  the 
subject  to  one  of  the  departments,  I  forget  which,  as  I 
supposed  they  were  the  proper  parties  to  attend  to  it. 
The  matter  was  thus  disposed  of,  temporarily;  but  soon 
after,  other  complaints  were  sent  in.  In  April  I  received 
a  memorial  from  many  eminent  merchants,  doing  business 
in  the  vicinity,  asking  to  have  her  removed,  stating  that 
she  was  a  nuisance,  and  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  case  thus  presented  to  me  in  April 
was  a  sanitary  question,  that  this  vessel  was  partly  loaded 
with  grain,  and  that  as  warm  weather  approached  it  would 
be  exceedingly  detrimental  to  health.  I  visited  the  ves¬ 
sel,  but  did  not  inspect  the  character  of  the  cargo,  only 
her  position,  and  I  am  free  to  admit,  did  not  examine  very 
thoroughly  the  chemical  or  medical  properties  of  the 
grain,  &c.  I  then  presumed  that  it  was  necessary  for  me 
to  take  some  action,  and  accordingly  sent  for  Mr.  Flagg, 
and  he  said  that  the  ship  ought  to  be  taken  out,  and  that 
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I  was  the  proper  person  to  order  it  to  be  done.  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Furey,  and  he  replied,  as  I  have  transmitted  to 
your  Board.  I  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Flagg, 
and  he  again  told  me  I  ought  to  have  the  vessel  removed; 
I  then  felt  myself  authorized  to  take  the  vessel  out,  and 
wrote  to  several  parties,  and  asked  the  probable  cost  and 
price  of  doing  it;  I  sent  particularly  to  Mr.  Jones,  because 
I  knew  that  he  had  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in 
wrecking,  and  I  wished  to  get  his  opinion  as  to  the  cost, 
and  not  with  any  view  of  making  a  contract  with  him. 

Then  I  looked  into  the  law,  and  found  that  the  Mayor 
had  very  extensive  powers  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters. 

After  all  this,  I  laid  the  subject  before  the  Health  Com¬ 
missioners,  a  quorum  of  whom  were  present;  and,  on  my 
motion,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  on  my  motion, 
the  Board  unanimously  passed  the  resolution  to  have  the 
wreck  removed.  Of  all  the  bids  received  for  the  work,  Mr. 
Jones  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and,  for  that  reason,  I  gave  him 
the  contract;  and,  so  careful  was  I  to  have  the  city  secured, 
that  I  took  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  signed  by  men  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
or  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and,  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  to  make  good  any  money  that  the  city  will  lose  by 
any  act  of  mine,  while  Mayor,  where  I  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibility.  I  mean  this  as  a  general  declaration.  The  law 
gives  the  Health  Commissioners  full  power  to  remove 
any  incumbrance,  and  the  city  has  a  good  claim  against  the 
owners  of  this  vessel  for  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  re¬ 
moving  her.  You  cannot  go  behind  the  acts  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners;  they  have  the  power  to  determine  whatever  is 
prejudicial  to  health,  and  the  question  cannot  be  raised, 
“  why  did  they  determine,”  but  “  have  they  determined  ?” 
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In  answer  to  questions  of  the  Committee,  the  Mayor 
said,  that  he  took  no  means  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water 
there,  and  that  he  first  visited  the  vessel  some  time  be¬ 
tween  the  20th  and  30th  of  April.  That  many  efforts  had 
been  made  by  parties  to  remove  her  for  small  sums  of 
money,  and  they  had  all  failed. 

Question,  by  Alderman  Ely.  By  this  contract,  are  the 
rights  of  the  city  disposed  of,  so  far  as  being  fully  indem¬ 
nified  for  the  expense  attending  the  removal  of  this  wreck  ? 

Answer.  Clearly  not,  sir;  every  dollar  can  be  recovered 
from  the  owners;  and  I  hold,  sir,  also,  that  merely  as  a 
question  of  incumbrance,  I  was  warranted  to  have  her  re¬ 
moved,  as  an  obstruction  to  the  waters  of  the  city  and  to 
commerce;  and,  whatever  I  think  is  for  the  good  of  the 
city  I  will  do  it,  even  if  it  was  to  drive  an  omnibus  through 
the  City  Hall,  There  is  no  other  agreement  that  I  know 
of,  except  the  one  here  shown  me.  There  was  no  warrant 
drawn  until  the  chains  were  under  the  vessel,  and  piles 
were  driven  alongside.  The  Street  Commissioner  called 
on  me,  before  drawing  the  first  warrant.  After  examin¬ 
ing  the  vessel,  I  consented  to  allow  the  warrant  drawn. 
The  agreement  was  made  by  me,  with  Mr.  Jones.  I  sup¬ 
posed  that  he  would  make  a  sub-arrangement  with  some 
other  person.  As  I  understood,  afterward,  Mr.  Jones 
made  a  sub-contract  with  Mr.  Dodge,  and  he  made  another 
one  with  Mr.  Barnes,  who  was  practically  doing  the  work. 
Mr.  Dodge  came  to  me,  and  complained  that  he  was  doing 
the  work,  and  was  receiving  nothing,  and  that  Mr.  Jones 
was  getting  paid  by  the  city  by  these  requisitions. 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Ely,  the  Mayor 
stated,  that  most  unequivocally,  the  city  had  not  waived 
any  right  to  be  indemnified  by  the  owners,  for  the  expense 
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of  removing  the  vessel;  he  further  said,  this  whole  thingr 
gentlemen,  has  been  done  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  concur¬ 
rent  action  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health;  and  the 
Mayor,  when  he  does  assume  the  “  one  man  power,”  will 
be  responsible  to  the  utmost  of  his  limited  means. 

His  Honor  then  referred  the  Committee  to  several  au¬ 
thorities  to  be  found  in  Davies’  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the 
state,  relative  to  the  city,  from  page  288  to  308;  and  also, 
page  564,  they  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Page  288.  The  Mayor  is  President  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Page  289.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health  to 
meet  daily  at  the  Mayor’s  office; 

Page  290.  The  Mayor  may  appoint  an  inspector  of  ves¬ 
sels,  as  to  cleanliness,  &c.,  &c. 

Page  292.  The  action  of  the  Health  Officer,  in  regulat¬ 
ing  Quarantine  matters,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  Health  Commissioners. 

Page  292.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health 
may  order  any  vessel  from  the  shores  of  the  city,  or  in 
their  vicinity,  and  may  seize  and  order  property  away, 
<fcc.,  <fcc.;  and  the  vessel,  or  persons  so  ordered  away,  can¬ 
not  return  without  the  consent  of  the  Mayor  and  Health 
Commissioners. 

Page  292.  Any  vessel  arriving  at  this  port  with  con¬ 
tagious  disease,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  approach  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  city,  without  consent  of  the 
Mayor  and  two  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health. 

Page  293.  Every  vessel  arriving  at  Quarantine,  with 
infectious  disease,  shall  undergo  such  quarantine  as  the 
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health  officer,  and  the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Health  may  prescribe. 

Page  293.  A  permit  required  to  be  delivered  at  the 
office  of  the  Mayor,  by  every  captain,  before  he  can  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  discharge  cargo. 

Page  294.  The  health  officer  to  report  to  the  Mayor  and 
Commissioners  of  Health,  every  thing  appertaining  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  every  vessel  arriving  at  this  port 
subject  to  quarantine. 

Page  295.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health  to 
designate,  when  vessel  and  cargo  shall  be  permitted,  after 
passing  health  officer;  and  without  consent  of  Mayor  and 
Health  Commissioners,  the  return  by  Health  Officer  in¬ 
operative. 

Page  296.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health  a 
court  of  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  health  officer. 

Page  297.  The  Mayor  may  declare  any  place  infected, 
and  may  issue  his  proclamation  to  that  effect. 

Page  300.  The  City  Inspector  to  purify  and  cleanse 
buildings,  and  remove  any  nuisance  in  lots  and  other 
places,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  Health  be  necessary. 

Page  301.  The  City  Inspector  to  adopt  measures  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  spreading  of  any  contagious  diseases,  <fcc.,  as  shall 
be  directed  by  the  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health, 
and  to  remove  persons  so  afflicted,  when,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  it  be  necessary. 

Page  302.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health 
“shall,  when  they  deem  it  necessary,  cause  any  matter,  or 
anything  within  the  city  that  may  be  putrid,  or  otherwise 
dangerous  to  the  public  health,  to  be  destroyed  or  removed 
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Page  307.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health  to 
prosecute  for  violations  of  health  law. 

Page  308.  The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  Health 
may  determine  what  are  nuisances,  or  dangerous  to  public 
health  under  the  health  laws. 

The  Mayor  has  power  to  summarily  abate  and  remove 
any  thing  which  is  dangerous  to  life  or  property.  This 
power  recently  exercised  in  women. 

Page  564,  The  Mayor  has  the  power,  (and  even  a  subor¬ 
dinate  officer  to  him,)  to  destroy  putrid  meat,  or  unsound 
meat,  <fcc. 

By  the  charter,  the  Mayor  is  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  city  government,  and  required  to  exercise  constant 
vigilance  over  every  thing  appertaining  to  the  interests  of 
the  city.  The  public  health  is  the  principal  matter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  citizens;  and  he  is  warranted  in  acting  sum¬ 
marily  in  abating  any  thing  which,  in  his  judgment  is  dan¬ 
gerous.  Even  the  condition  of  the  streets  has  been  de¬ 
cided  to  be  a  sanitary  subject,  and,  as  late  as  1853  or  1854, 
was  cleaned  by  the  City  Inspector,  under  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Health.  The  Mayor 
can,  and  has  blown  up  buildings  to  stay  progress  of  fii^, 
and  can,  and  has,  very  recently,  ordered  buildings  re¬ 
moved,  or  taken  down  at  once ,  forthwith ,  without  advertis¬ 
ing  for,  or  making  any  agreement  or  contract  whatever. 
A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  recently  in  Warren  street, 
where  it  was  strongly  urged  upon  one  side,  that  the  act 
was  entirely  unjustifiable  upon  any  considerations  of  pub¬ 
lic  interest,  that  the  alleged  liability  of  its  danger  to  fall 
was  without  foundation,  &c. 

Organizing  City  Inspector’s  Department.  Passed  May 
30,  1849. 
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§  404.  The  remains  of  dead  bodies  cannot  be  removed, 
except  by  written  consent  of  the  Mayor. 

In  1850,  the  Common  Council  adopted  an  ordinance, 
giving  to  the  City  Inspector  power  to  remove  any  nui¬ 
sance,  forthwith,  and  that  officer  states,  he  considers  him¬ 
self  as  subordinate  to  the  Mayor,  in  that  duty,  having 
never  exercised  the  power,  except  by  direction  of  the 
Mayor. 

Recorder  Tillou,  and  City  Judge  Beebe  advised  him, 
that  the  Mayor  had  full  power  in  the  premises.  The  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Mayor  has  never  been  disputed  on  subjects 
of  this  character. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  after¬ 
noon. 


Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Joseph  Walker. 

Thursday  afternoon,  July  19,  1855. 

Present — Alderman  Ely,  Chairman;  Aldermen  Voorhis, 
apd  Yarian. 

A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller ,  sworn: 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  the  Chairman,  he  said  he  pre¬ 
ferred  stating  how  far  he  had  been  connected  with  the 
transaction,  instead  of  putting  the  Committee  to  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  asking  the  questions. 

He  said — It  was  represented  to  me  that  here  was  an  ob¬ 
struction  very  desirable  to  be  removed,  and  that  a  con¬ 
tract  was  made  with  good  security;  soon  after  a  requisition 
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came  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  for  four  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  on  this  arrangement,  which  was  paid;  then  it  passed 
along  when  another  requisition  came  for  five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars;  about  or  before  that  time  we  either  had  notice  of  a 
judgment  claim,  or  an  injunction  was  served  on  Mr.  Timp- 
son,  the  Auditor,  in  the  morning,  on  a  claim  for  one  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars;  well,  I  then  told  Mr.  Timpson 
that  it  had  better  lie  over  and  be  inquired  into;  next  day  Mr. 
Furey  came  in  with  Mr.  Walter  R.  Jones;  Mr.  Jones  had 
not  been  in  before;  I  said  to  Mr.  Jones  that  there  was  an  in¬ 
junction,  and  I  was  forbidden  to  pay;  then  they  talked  about 
the  security,  and  it  was  exhibited  to  me,  which  was  some 
eight  thousand  dollars;  then  the  amount  of  the  contract 
was  inquired  into,  that  was  thirteen  thousand  dollars;  they 
wanted  me  to  pay  the  requisition,  relying  on  the  bond,  and 
I  told  them  I  considered  the  injunction  applied  to  the  claim 
growing  out  of  this  requisition;  the  result  was,  I  paid  him 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  leaving  the  one  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars;  his  counsel  also  came  and  rea¬ 
soned  the  case  with  me;  Mr,  Furey  said  we  ought  not  to 
have  in  our  department  a  draft  for  five  thousand  dollars 
when  only  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  given 
out;  I  then  let  him  have  the  requisition  and  he  gave  me 
another  one  for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  they 
went  on  in  court  and  the  court  made  an  order  to  pay  this 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  creditors  of  Mr. 
Jones,  and  I  signed  a  warrant  for  that  sum,  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  the  court;  this  had  io  be  countersigned  by 
the  Mayor,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  sign  it  until  the 
difficulty  was  settled;  thus  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  has  been  paid  out,  and  a  warrant  for  one  thousand 
five  hundred  drawn  by  order  of  the  court;  Furey  was  par 
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ticular  not  to  let  us  have  his  requisitions  for  more  money 
than  we  pay  him,  because  our  books  and  his  requisitions 
ought  to  correspond;  that  is  the  last  I  have  had  with  it. 

Question.  Are  you  accustomed  to  pay  requisitions  of  the 
Street  Commissioner,  without  knowing  for  what  specific 
object  the  requisition  is  paid  for  ? 

Answer.  On  that  subject,  I  have  paid  them  in  all  ways; 
my  own  judgment  is,  and  I  made  a  special  communication 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  January,  1854,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  having  those  matters  placed  on  a  more  safe  basis, 
that  the  Finance  Department  should  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  all  the  contracts  and  the  vouchers  and  receipts; 
the  Common  Council  never  acted  on  that  communication; 
I  have  paid  a  great  many  times  on  these  requisitions;  have 
sometimes  looked  at  contracts;  I  am  now  litigating  a  case 
where  there  was  a  gross  departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  and  I  refused  to  pay;  I  was  sued,  they  contend¬ 
ing  that  I  could  not  go  behind  the  requisition  of  the^  Com¬ 
missioner;  the  court  decided  that  if  the  certificate  of  the 
Inspector  and  Superintendent  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips 
and  the  requisitions  had  been  in  due  form,  there  would 
have  been  a  question  whether  I  could  go  behind  them; 
but  there  was  a  flaw  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  papers;  in 
the  matter  of  requisitions,  they  have  to  refer  to  the  appro¬ 
priation  from  which  they  are  to  be  taken. 

Q.  Are  requisitions  ever  recognized  by  you  that  do  not 
specify,  on  their  face,  the  object  for  which  the  money  is 
appropriated  ? 

A.  They  do  not  always  put  it  in  the  requisition;  but  un¬ 
der  a  requirement  of  mine  I  am  furnished  with  a  state¬ 
ment  or  slip  of  the  object;  they  are  not  required  fo  do  so 
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under  the  ordinance;  they  used  to  draw  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  at  one  time,  and  expend  it  for  perhaps  fifty  different 
purposes,  and  make  a  return  every  month  for  what  they 
had  expended  the  money;  I  knew  that  this  Walker  matter 
had  been  made  by  arrangement  of  the  Mayor  and  Street 
Commissioner;  Iliad  not  heard  particularly  about  the  ship 
until  after  this  arrangement  had  been  made;  Mr.  Dodge 
called  to  see  me  several  times  about  it;  I  think  I  was 
spoken  to  by  the  Mayor,  and  I  had  conversations  with  the 
Street  Commissioner,  in  regard  to  raising  the  ship. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  Mayor  that  he  was  the  proper  per¬ 
son  to  do  it,  and  that  he  ought  to  do  it,  and  had  the  power 
to  do  it  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  ever  having  said  so  to  him;  I  think 
I  told  him  it  was  very  desirable  to  have  it  removed. 

Q.  By  Alderman  Yarian — Did  you  tell  him  he  had  bet¬ 
ter  do  it  ? 

A.  I  don’t  recollect  ever  telling  him  so. 

Q.  During  these  twenty  months  have  you  ever  heard 
that  any  body’s  health  has  been  injured  by  this  vessel  ? 

A.  I  don’t  recollect  ever  hearing  any  thing  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  rights  of  the  city  can  be 
maintained  against  the  ship,  cargo  or  owners  to  recover 
from  them  the  expense  of  raising  this  wreck  ? 

A.  In  the  few  cases  I  know  of,  we  have  claimed  to  hold 
the  property,  and  have  sold  the  vessels  to  pay  it;  they 
have  been  cases  mostly  where  no  one  claimed  the  vessel. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  if  the  city  authorities  ordered  the 
removal  of  this  ship,  and  it  was  consummated,  that  the 
city  is  liable  to  pay  the  wharfage  to  the  owners  of  the 
pier  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know  as  to  that;  it  may  be  a  law  question; 
I  am  not  familiar  with  it. 
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Q.  Ought  not  the  owners  to  have  been  directed  first  to 
remove  her  ? 

A.  I  think  so,  and  I  understood  that  the  underwriters 
were  endeavoring  to  have  it  done. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  advise  it  to  be  done  as  a  sanitary  mea¬ 
sure  ? 

A.  On  that  subject  I  stand  clear  of  sanitary  measures; 
I  take  this  ground;  I  did  not  concur  in  the  notion  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  Common  Council,  last  year,  to  hire 
horses  and  carts,  &c.,  and  have  the  streets  cleaned  as  a 
Board  of  Health,  but  the  law  having  given  them  the  power 
I  paid,  and  made  no  issue  on  the  subject;  I  don’t  pretend 
to  be  as  good  a  judge  as  those  specially  appointed  to  judge 
what  is  prejudicial  to  health. 

Q.  If  the  Board  had  ordered  Henry  Arcularius  to  have 
done  it,  would  you  have  paid  it  ? 

A.  Certainly.  I  would  not  have  questioned  their  agent. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  notice  of  an  assignment  of  this  con¬ 
tract  from  Jones  to  Lane,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Jones? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  I  signed  the  check;  they  were  in  a  great  hurry  for 
the  requisition;  I  think  it  came  to  me  after  the  check  was 
signed. 

Q.  Had  the  Comptroller  or  Street  Commissioner  any 
thing  to  with  making  the  bargain  with  J ones  ? 

A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  Has  the  Comptroller  given  any  directions? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Which  officer  of  the  city  government  is  the  proper 
officer  to  enforce  the  claim  for  the  expense  of  removing 
this  vessel  ? 

A.  The  bond  for  eight  thousand  dollars,  if  it  should  be 
necessary  to  sue  it,  must  be  enforced  by  the  Finance  De- 
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partment;  if  the  ship  is  raised  the  bond  will  be  discharged; 
I  don’t  want  to  contest  this  case  with  Mr.  Furey  until  she 
is  raised;  a  bond  of  eight  thousand  dollars  is  all  the  secu¬ 
rity,  I  know  of,  that  the  Mayor  has,  that  the  ship  will  be 
raised. 

Alderman  Yoorhis — It  appears  to  me  that  the  Mayor  is 
not  doing  business  so  carefully  for  the  city,  when  he  re¬ 
quires  a  bond  of  only  eight  thousand  dollars,  as  security 
for  thirteen  thousand  dollars;  to  be  sure,  one  of  the 
sureties  may  be  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  but  you  can  hold  him  for  only  eight  thousand  dollars; 
I  don’t  do  business  in  that  way. 

Comptroller — They  may  rely  on-  the  vessel- 

Q.  By  Alderman  Yoorhis — How  did  you  draw  the 
warrants  ? 

A.  On  account  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips. 

Q.  Ought  it  not  to  have  been  drawn  on  account  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Health? 

A.  I  don’t  think  that  it  makes  it  stronger  when  the 
Commissioners  order  it;  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  regard 
to  it;  I  should  say  that  these  obstacles  may  be  removed 
under  any  of  these  appropriations;  I  was  sent  for  by  the 
Mayor  and  Commissioners  last  year,  about  another  cholera 
hospital,  which  they  wished  to  keep  quiet,  in  order  not  to 
alarm  the  people;  I  said  I  would  pay  it  from  the  City  In- 
pector’s  Department,  it  being  raised  for  Public  Health;  they 
said  it  might  cost  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  I  told 
him  that  we  could  get  an  appropriation.  In  rgard  to  ap¬ 
propriations  and  their  application,  the  Finance  Department 
has  as  much  authority  as  any  department,  if  we  keep  with¬ 
in  the  objects  for  which  they  have  been  raised;  I  have 
been  very  precise  in  this  matter,  so  far  as  reaching  that 
appropriation  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips. 
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Q.  Would  the  Comptroller  have  paid  that  warrant  if 
the  Commissioners  had  not  given  their  opinion  in  favor 
of  it? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  have  paid  it  on  the  Mayor’s  con¬ 
tract,  even  if  the  Mayor  had  acted  without  the  concurrent 
resolution  of  the  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Yoorhis — I  think  the  Mayor  assumed  powers 
he  had  no  right  to  assume;  the  Street  Commissioner  ought 
to  have  advertised  for  this  for  ten  days,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  charter. 

Comptroller — I  think  I  must  pay  on  the  requisition  of 
the  departments. 

Q.  If  the  Joseph  Walker  is  raised,  and  a  requisition  is 
made  for  the  balance  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  will  you 
pay  it  ? 

A.  I  should  require  first  that  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
be  made  good. 

Q.  Well,  will  the  four  thousand  dollars  be  made  good? 

A.  I  don’t  like  to  decide;  I  want  to  reserve  myself  until 
the  ship  is  up. 

Nathaniel  S.  Wing,  sworn : 

I  am  engaged  in  raising  the  ship,  and  am  employed  by 
Daniel  Dodge;  I  commenced  on  the  21st  of  June,  and  have 
been  there  every  working  day  since,  except  one. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  discovered  any  thing  offensive  or  un 
pleasant,  which  you  supposed  came  from  that  ship  or 
cargo  ? 

.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  a  shadow  of  an  idea  that  any  unhealthy 
smell  comes  from  that  ship  or  cargo  ? 

A.  No.  I  have  not  heard  any  one  say  that  there  was 
any  thing  unpleasant  discovered  to  arise  from  the  ship  or 
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cargo;  but  people  have  given  their  opinion  that  when  she 
was  raised  there  would  be  an  unendurable  stench. 

Q.  What  was  the  depth  of  water  around  her  when  you 
commenced. 

A.  The  top'of  the  vessel,  below  water,  was  twelve  feet  at 
half  water;  at  low  water  the  bow  is  out  of  water;  I  am 
employed  by  Daniel  Dodge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  it  will  probably  cost  to 
raise  that  vessel  ? 

A.  If  every  thing  goes  on  right,  and  we  succeed  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  wreck  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  it  will  cost  between 
five  thousand  dollars  and  six  thousand  dollars;  it  may  cost 
as  much,  and  it  may  cost  more. 

John  Wintress,  sworn: 

1  have  been  watchman  there  from  about  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  January;  first  under  Mr.  Marshall,  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  took  the  contract  from  Captain  J.  S.  Lewis 
and  Mr.  Bishop  to  raise  the  ship;  I  went  first  with 
them  as  a  mechanic;  Mr.  Marshall  worked  about  a  week 
or  ten  days  before  the  severe  weather  came  on;  he  did  not 
commence  again;  I  was  continued,  as  watchman,  by  Capt. 
Lewis,  up  to  the  27th  of  April;  then  I  was  discharged  by 
Captain  Lewis,  and  transferred  to  Mr.  James  Condon;  I 
remained  twenty-seven  days,  with  the  exception  of  about 
eight  days;  Mr.  Condon  made  efforts  to  raise  the  vessel; 
he  had  a  brig  there  to  aid  him  in  raising  the  vessel  and  a 
dozen  men.  Mr.  Thomas  Doyle,  dock  master,  came  down 
on  the  first  of  May,  between  7  and  8  o’clock,  a.m.;  I  was 
giving  orders  to  the  ship-carpenter,  when  he  asked  me  if 
I  had  charge  of  the  brig;  he  said,  I  command  you  to  move 
the  brig  down  to  the  end  of  the  pier;  he  said  he  was  the 
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harbor-master;  I  said  I  would  obey  his  orders  under  re¬ 
monstrance;  he  said  if  I  didn’t,  he  would  put  men  on  to 
do  it  himself;  we  removed  her  down  to  the  head  of  the 
pier;  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  state  harbor¬ 
master,  came  to  me  and  said  that  I  was  getting  down  in 
his  way  with  the  brig;  I  toldjiim  the  circumstances,  and 
he  ordered  me  to  put  her  back  again.  The  witness  con¬ 
tinued  at  great  length;  the  substance  of  which  was,  that 
they  were  dispossessed  by  Thomas  Doyle,  dock-master  of 
the  Fourth  Ward,  who  pretended  that  he  had  authority  so 
to  do. 

James  Condon,  sworn.: 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  bargain  or  agreement  with 
any  body,  to  raise  the  Joseph  Walker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  Sir;  it  was  made  with  J.  S.  Lewis;  Cap¬ 
tain  Lewis  had  the  contract  from  the  owners  at  the  com¬ 
mencement,  as  I  have  been  informed ;  my  contract  became 
binding  upon  me  on  the  27th  of  April;  I  immediately  took 
steps  to  fulfill  my  contract;  on  the  28th  I  got  my  timber, 
and  had  a  lot  of  it  on  the  dock;  on  Monday  morning,  April 
30,  I  commenced  operations;  I  had  three  ship  carpenters 
and  some  ship  caulkers  to  repair  the  brig  I  was  to  use,  and 
eight  ship  carpenters  forming  the  timber  for  raising  the 
wreck;  I  worked  on,  and  had  three  vessels  also  there  to 
aid  me;  my  calculation  was  to  raise  her  twelve  to  four¬ 
teen  feet  above  the  water;  I  worked  until  the  first  Satur¬ 
day  in  May,  the  5th  of  May^  and  would  have  raised  her  in 
eight  days;  I  was  forced  to  abandon  her  through  the 
orders  of  this  Mr.  Doyle,  dock  master;  it  was  done  in 
this  way;  on  Tuesday,  May  1,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Wintress,  who  was  in  my  employ,  Mr.  Doyle  ordered  him 
to  remove  the  brig  spoken  of  to  the  end  of  the  pier,  which, 
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on  remonstrance,  he  did;  but  1  had  her  brought  partly 
back;  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Doyle  came  down  again,  and 
told  me  he  was  authorized  by  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  to  have  that  brig  taken  to  the  end  of  the  pier, 
and  he  would  give  me  twenty-five  minutes  in  which  to  do 
it:  he  said  he  would  be  responsible  for  the  consequences; 
I  refused,  and  he  put  men  on  board  and  had  her  removed 
to  the  end  of  the  pier,  where  she  subsequently  sunk;  the 
brig  was  first  removed  by  Doyle's  orders  on  Tuesday;  I 
I  brought  her  back,  and  she  was  reordered  to  the  end  of 
the  pier  by  Mr.  Doyle,  on  Wednesday,  where  she  subse¬ 
quently  sunk;  I  continued,  however,  to  work  on  the  tim¬ 
ber,  until  the  5th  of  May,  when  I  was  forced  to  quit;  I 
would  have  had  the  vessel  up  in  eight  days  if  left  alone; 
I  had  a  written  contract  signed  and  sealed  with  Captain 
Lewis,  and  the  sum  was  named  in  the  contract;  I  offered 
to  take  it  for  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
Captain  Lewis  said  that  would  be  too  much,  and  as  he  had 
to  be  cashier  and  furnish  the  money,  it  was  agreed  that 
I  was  to  spend  what  money  I  had,  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars,  and  Lewis  to  furnish  the  balance,  and  I 
was  to  have  five  hundred  dollars  for  my  trouble  in  rais¬ 
ing  her;  I  took  no  cargo  out  of  the  vessel;  I  was  to  have 
no  perquisites  or  remuneration  whatever,  except  as  above 
stated.  I  went  to  Mr.  Byrne,  lawyer,  No.  6,  City  Hall 
place,  and  Mr.  Goddard,  of  IT  William  street;  Mr.  Byrne 
said  that  as  Doyle  had  possession,  I  need  not  trouble  my¬ 
self  about  it;  Mr.  Walter  R.  Jones  came  on  the  dock,  on 
the  4th  of  May,  and  said  I  should  be  paid  for  all  the  work 
and  expenses  I  had  incurred. 

The  Committee  were  about  to  adjourn,  when  the  wit¬ 
ness  said  he  would  like  to  make  a  further  statement. 
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He  said — Mr.  Jones  wanted  me  to  make  out  my  bill; 
I  did  so,  and  took  it  to  his  office;  he  then  told  me  to  make 
it  out  to  the  Mayor;  afterward,  he  said,  you  had  better 
make  it  out  to  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council;  Jones' 
clerk  then  made  it  out  so;  I  then  came  up  to  the  Mayor's 
office  with  Jones;  he  went  in  before  me;  I  was  called  in 
soon,  and  the  Mayor  said  I  should  be  paid  every  dollar  of 
what  I  had  spent  on  the  wreck;  afterward  he  said  Mr. 
Jones  will  see  that  you  are  paid  every  dollar;  he  then 
told  me  to  come  up  again  in  four  or  five  days  time,  and 
said  “  I’ll  take  your  bill  into  consideration;”  I  came  up  on 
the  30th  of  May,  to  the  Mayor’s  office,  and  the  very  moment 
he  saw  me,  he  said,  “  Mr.  Condon,  as  to  your  bill,  I  can 
do  nothing  for  you  ;”  last  Saturday  week  I  saw  Jones, 
and  he  told  me  that  he  had  seen  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mayor 
had  said  I  would  be  paid  every  dollar  I  had  spent  on  the 
wreck,  and  “  to  take  it  easy;”  I  spent  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars,  and  owe  enough  more  to  make  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-one  dollars,  without  including  pay  for  my  ser¬ 
vices;  the  Mayor  told  me,  in  all,  three  times,  that  I  should 
be  paid,  and,  Jones  told  me  the  Mayor  said  he  would  pay 
me;  Mr. "Jones  said  that  the  Mayor  was  to  pay  half  of  my 
bill,  and  he  was  to  pay  the  other  half;  Mr.  Jones  told  me 
this  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  Mayor’s  office; 
no  one  else  was  present;  the  Mayor  heard  it,  and  said 
“  that  will  be  all  right,  Mr.  Condon.” 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  after¬ 
noon,  at  1  o’clock. 
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Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee,  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Joseph  Walker. 

Friday  afternoon,  July  20,  1855. 

Present — Alderman  Ely,  Chairman:  Aldermen  Voorhis 
and  Yarian. 

Dr.  Wm.  Rockwell,  Resident  Physician  of  the  city , 
sworn : 

Q.  Was  the  notice  you  received  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  5th  of  May,  in  the  usual  form,  and  did  you  receive 
it  in  the  usual  way  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  it  ? 

A.  I  think  on  the  same  day  we  met. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  the  meeting  held  ? 

A.  I  came  here  as  usual  at  12  o’clock,  and  the  meeting 
was  held  before  I  went  away,  between  twelve  and  two 
o’clock. 

Q.  When  you  received  the  notice,  were  you  aware  of 
any  special  object  of  the  meeting  ? 

A.  Somebody  said  to  me  that  the  Mayor  had  something 
important;  but  I  did  not  know  what  it  was  until  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  Mayor  previous¬ 
ly,  in  regard  to  the  Joseph  Walker  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  majority  present  at  the  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  those  present  were,  the  Mayor,  myself,  Dr. 
Miller  and  Dr.  Downing — four. 

Q.  At  this  meeting  there  was  a  resolution  passed  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Joseph  Walker;  was  it  passed  unanimously? 
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A.  Yes,  sir;  tlie  Major  said  that  the  vessel  had  been 
up  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  that  it  was  very  offen¬ 
sive,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  removed  before  warm  weather. 

Q,  Had  your  attention  been  called  to  this  matter  offi¬ 
cially,  as  resident  physician  of  this  city,  as  being  detri¬ 
mental  to  health  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  action  based  wholly  on  the  representa¬ 
tions  made  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  ? 

A.  It  was,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  the  resolution  directed  the  work 
to  be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Street  Commissioner, 
instead  of  the  City  Inspector? 

Alderman  Ely  said:  The  reason  I  inquire  is,  that  we 
used  to  devolve  all  duties  relating  to  sanitary  matters  on 
the  City  Inspector. 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of  this  kind;  my  impres¬ 
sion  was,  that  the  Comptroller  was  united  with  the  Street 
Commissioner,  in  order  that  the  amount  might  not  be 
taken  from  the  City  Inspector,  because  Mr.  Downing  com¬ 
plained  last  year  that  his  appropriation  was  exhausted  for 
purposes  for  which  he  had  made  no  estimates,  and  we 
wished  to  avoid  it  in  this  case.  This  is  mere  expression 
of  opinion. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  person  complain  to  you,  as  resi¬ 
dent  physician,  that  their  health  or  comfort  was  in  any¬ 
wise  endangered  by  this  wreck  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  In  regard  to  the  Comptroller  and  Street 
Commissioner  being  joined  in  this  matter,  the  idea  struck 
me  at  once  that  Downing  was  complaining  all  last  sum¬ 
mer  that  his  appropriation  was  drawn  upon  for  all  kinds 
of  accounts. 
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Jedediah  Miller,  Health  Commissioner ,  sworn: 

My  impression  is,  I  received  my  notice  as  usual. 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  object  for  which  the 
Health  Commissioners  convened  ? 

A.  My  impression  is  that  I  had. 

Q.  Had  your  attention,  officially,  as  Health  Commis¬ 
sioner,  been  called  to  the  Joseph  Walker  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  at  about  that  time  I  had  some  information 
in  conversation  with  different  individuals,  about  the  Jo¬ 
seph  Walker;  but  not  with  the  Mayor,  and  had  heard  the 
subject  mentioned  that  there  had  been  efforts  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  wreck  for  something  like  two  years.  As  far 
as  I  recollect,  I  received  the  usual  notice.  The  preamble 
and  resolution  was  introduced  by  the  Mayor.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was  put  and  it  passed  unanimously. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  visited  the  wreck  or  locality  previous 
to  the  meeting  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  had  not  visited  the  wreck,  but  had  been 
in  the  locality.  The  whole  vote  was  that  the  Mayor  had 
shown  himself  efficient,  and  I  was  convinced  that  if  he 
undertook  to  raise  the  vessel  it  would  be  done,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  was  determined  to  support  him;  although  I  did  not 
examine  very  closely  the  words  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  that  he  had  made  a  contract 
previously  ? 

A  My  impression  is  that  some  steps  had  been  taken. 

Question  repeated. 

A.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  contract.  I  knew  that 
some  negotiations  had  been  going  on.  I  had  heard  that 
some  steps  had  been  taken. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  one  say  that  any  thing 
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arising  from  the  wreck  was  to  them  offensive,  or  jeopardiz¬ 
ing  to  public  health  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  a  Mr.  Benson. 

Q.  Previous  to  the  5th  of  May,  or  your  action  on  the 
subject  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  one  since  that  time  say  it 
was  prejudicial  to  health  ? 

A.  At  one  time  when  she  was  raised,  Mr.  A.  G.  Benson 
said,  in  conversation,  that  when  so  raised  the  material  on 
board  was  offensive  ? 

Q.  Did  you  judge,  in  your  official  capacity,  that  it  was 
detrimental  to  health? 

A.  I  gave  my  vote  on  the  question,  as  a  great  many  of 
us  that  have  been  in  the  Common  Council,  do;  I  was  in 
favor  of  it,  and  the  chief  magistrate  having  decided  to 
do  it,  I  thought  I  ought  not  to  thwart  him;  I  had  given 
very  little  thought  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
matter;  I  would  have  opposed  it,  had  I  known  any  thing 
wrong  was  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  public  treasury. 

Thomas  K.  Downing,  City  Inspector,  sworn: 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  notice  in  the  usual  way  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  at  the  time  the  Joseph 
Walker  question  was  acted  on  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  meeting  held  about  the  usual  time? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  received  your  notice,  were  you 
aware  of  any  special  object  for  which  the  Commissioners 
were  convened  ? 

A.  No,  sir.* 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  have  your  attention  called,  officially,  to 
this  wreck,  as  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  city  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  down  on  the  pier,  previous  to 
this  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  that  wreck  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  nor  since. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  requested  to  go,  in  your  official 
capacity,  to  visit  the  wreck,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
if  the  health  of  the  city  was  jeopardized  in  any  way  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  received  information  from  any  source,  that 
the  health  of  the  city  was  jeopardized  by  this  wreck,  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  meeting  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  all  you  ever  heard,  relative  to  her  jeopardizing 
the  health  of  the  city,  learned  from  the  Mayor’s  represen¬ 
tations  on  the  occasion  of  that  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  paper  presented  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Health  to  substantiate  the  declarations  of  the  Mayor  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  no  petition  or  communication  ever  came  to 
my  knowledge  ? 

Q.  Did  the  Mayor  make  a  lengthy  statement. 

A.  No,  sir;  he  merely  presented  the  preamble  and  reso¬ 
lution,  with  a  little  explanation. 

Q.  Is  it  not  very  unusual  for  any  matter  to  be  ordered 
to  be  done  as  a  sanitary  measure,  unless  ordered  to  be 
done  through  your  department  and  direction  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  is,  sir,  unusual;  the  law  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Inspector. 

Q.  Was  the  Street  Commissioner  the  proper  officer  to 
do  this  ? 
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A .  I  should  rather  regal'd  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
City  Inspector,  although  it  might  be  legal  for  the  compe¬ 
tent  authority  to  order  it  to  be  done  by  any  other  depart¬ 
ment.  By  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  I  did  not 
understand  that  any  officer  of  the  city  government  would 
have  to  remove  her;  I  supposed  they  would  keep  within 
legal  bounds. 

Q.  On  the  5th  of  May,  did  you  at  that  time  know  that 
the  Mayor  had  made  a  contract  to  raise  the  wreck  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  any  contract  whatever  had  been 
made  ? 

A.  I  was  not  aware  of  it  by  hearsay  or  otherwise; 
I  understood  from  this  action,  that  if  the  Mayor  was  in 
doubt  as  to  his  power,  this  was  to  reassure  him,  but  I  had 
no  thought  or  knowledge  of  this  being  confirmatory  of 
any  previous  contract  or  arrangement. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  City  Inspector? 

A.  About  two  and  a  half  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever,  during  that  time,  known  any  move¬ 
ment,  strictly  a  sanitary  one,  made  through  any  other  de¬ 
partment  than  your  own  ? 

A.  I  don’t  remember  any,  although  there  may  have 
been. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  a  sanitary  measure,  in  any  re¬ 
spect. 

A.  I  do,  sir,  under  the  representations  made  at  the  time 
I  voted;  the  greatest  cause  or  influence  I  had  in  voting 
was,  that  from  such  representations,  I  thought  if  she  was 
bare  at  low  water,  &c.,  she  might  become  detrimental  to 
public  health;  I  consider  that  in  all  sanitary  measures  I 
must  advise  with  the  Mayor;  the  Mayor  said,  if  anything 
was  wrong,  he  would  “  assume  the  responsibility.” 


59 


(Doc.  No.  38. 


Charles  F.  Barnes,  sworn: 

I  will  give  you  a  brief  history  of  my  connection  with 
this  matter.  I  knew  about  the  Joseph  Walker  when  she 
was  burned;  my  attention  was  particularly  called  to  her 
about  the  23d  of  April  last;  I  surveyed  the  locality  and 
the  wreck,  and  inquired  why  she  was  abandoned;  I  was 
told  that  several  persons  had  tried  to  remove  her,  but  had 
failed;  I  was  referred  to  Elwood  Waters,  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  Thompson  and  Nephews, 
the  owners;  I  called  on  Mr.  Thompson,  and  he  told  me 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  her;  he  gave  me  the  names  of 
the  underwriters;  I  then  saw  Mr.  Webb,  the  builder;  he 
owned  an  eighth  of  her;  I  then  called  on  the  underwriters, 
and  they  told  me  if  I  would  take  her  out  they  would  re¬ 
lease  all  claims;  finally,  the  underwriters  referred  the 
matter  to  Mr.  J.  D.  Jones,  of  the  Atlantic  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany;  Mr.  Jones,  said  he  would  like  to  have  her  out,  but 
he  must  see  the  rest  of  the  underwriters;  I  then  made  a 
proposal,  in  writing,  to  the  underwriters,  that  I  would 
raise  her  if  they  abandoned  all  claims  to  her;  on  the  30th 
of  April,  it  was  to  be  brought  to  an  end;  but  on  the  25th, 
[  understood,  by  accident,  that  the  Mayor  was  receiving 
proposals  to  remove  the  vessel;  I  called  on  the  Mayor,  and 
he  said  he  was  receiving  proposals,  and  he  would  be  happy 
to  have  me  put  in  a  proposal;  I  did  so,  and  agreed  to  raise 
her  for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  at  my  own 
expense;  I  think  my  proposal  was  dated  April  26. 

Alderman  Ely.  This  is  dated  the  28th. 

That  must  be  an  error;  I  handed  in  my  proposal  on 
Thursday,  or  Friday,  27th,  certain;  I  am  positive,  because 
the  Mayor  said  whoever  did  it  the  cheapest  should  have 
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the  job,  and  I  must  come  on  Monday  morning;  on  Monday 
I  saw  Mr.  J.  D.  Jones;  he  said  that  he  didn’t  wish  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  papers,  because  he  understood  that  the  Mayor  had 
given  it  to  other  parties,  and  he  wished  the  city  to  take  it 
off  his  hands;  I  then  went  to  the  Mayor;  he  said  he  had 
given  the  contract  to  another  party,  and  that  the  man 
who  had  got  the  contract  wished  to  see  me,  Mr.  Walter  R. 
Jones;  I  saw  Mr.  J.  D.  Jones,  and  he  also  told  me  that 
W.  R.  Jones  wanted  to  see  me. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  the  Mayor  if  your  proposals 
were  made  satisfactorily  ? 

Answer.  I  requested  him  to  tell  me  what  form  to  make 
it  in,  and  I  would  send  one,  and  alter  it  to  the  right  form; 
he  read  my  proposal,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  wished  it 
altered,  or  wanted  any  security,  and  I  think  he  said  if 
any  thing  more  was  required  he  would  let  me  know;  he 
made  no  objection  to  it;  he  gave  me  to  understand,  dis¬ 
tinctly,  that  the  form  was  proper  and  unobjectionable;  he 
made  no  objection  to  the  form  and  requirements  of  my 
proposals;  on  that  Monday  he  said  he  had  made  arrange¬ 
ments  with  another  party;  I  have  worked  around  that 
wreck  every  day  since  I  commenced;  I  commenced  the  30th 
of  April;  I  made  a  bargain  with  Mr.  Jones  on  Monday, 
the  30th  of  April. 

Q.  Have  you  been  annoyed  by  any  stench  or  putrefac¬ 
tion  arising  from  that  ship  or  cargo  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  the  soundings  around  that  ship  when 
you  commenced  ? 

A.  In  some  places  twenty-five  and  thirty  feet,  and  upon 
and  into  the  ship  from  ten  to  twenty  feet,  except  the  bows; 
some  barrels  and  parcels  of  cotton  came  up  at  the  bows, 
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and  were  placed  on  the  dock,  and  no  offensive  smell  arose 
therefrom;  in  my  life-time  I  have  owned  fifteen  or  twenty 
vessels,  and  raised  two  or  three  of  them  that  were  sunk. 

Q.  Have  you  any  fear  in  regard  to  your  health  in  rais¬ 
ing  this  ship  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  such  an  idea  never  passed  through  my  mind; 
have  never  been  sick  on  account  of  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  that  this  contract  be  read 
or  published  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Jones  and  I  had  some  difficulty,  and  we 
had  a  new  contract  drawn;  Mr.  Jones  rather  backed  out; 
I  took  in  Mr.  Dodge  with  me;  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  new  contract  are  a  little  different;  the  first  contract 
was  in  nowise  abandoned  until  the  second  one  was  made; 
the  first  one  was  canceled;  we  average  from  seven  to  ten 
men  on  the  wreck. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  these  men  complain  of 
any  stench  from  the  vessel  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  most  of  them  eat  their  victuals  in  the  frame¬ 
work  around  the  vessel;  I  never  heard  any  one  say  it  was 
prejudicial  to  health;  my  sons  bathe  there,  because  they 
say  it  is  the  cleanest  slip  on  the  river. 

Mr.  Walter  R.  Jones  here  consented  that  the  contract 
should  be  read  and  published. 

Q.  Who  commenced  driving  the  piles  ? 

A.  They  were  driven  about  the  14th  of  May. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  means  to  dispossess  Mr.  Condon  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  the  Mayor  gave  us  a  letter  to  Captain 
Ditchett,  of  the  Fourth  Ward,  to  have  the  dock-master  re¬ 
move  obstructions  from  the  wreck,  so  that  I  could  go  to 
work;  we  expect  to  raise  her  in  three  or  four  days,  to 


Doc.  No.  38.) 


62 


the  surface  of  the  water;  it  will  cost  more  to  raise  her 
than  we  anticipated  at  first,  on  account  of  unforeseen 
difficulties. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  a  man  could  raise  that  wreck  for 
one  thousand  dollars  ? 

A.  If  he  had  the  aid  of  the  Lord  Almighty  or  the  spirit 
rappers  he  might;  I  calculated  that  I  certainly  could  raise 
her  for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  without  losing 
any  thing,  and  I  was  anxious  to  get  the  job;  and  I  also 
expected  the  underwriters  to  consummate  their  arrange¬ 
ment,  giving  me  the  ship,  in  case  I  succeeded. 

Daniel  Dodge,  ex- Alderman,  Second  Ward ,  sworn : 

I  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Barnes,  by  Mr.  Libby,  about 
the  5th  or  6th  of  May;  he  said  he  had  a  contract  to  raise 
this  vessel;  we  talked  the  matter  over,  and  I  told  him  I 
thought  it  wouldn’t  do  to  raise  her  as  he  contemplated;  I 
gave  him  to  understand  that  if  he  put  her  in  a  certain 
position  I  would  go  on  with  him;  four  chains  were  under 
the  ship,  otherwise  I  would  not  have  done  it;  he  said  he 
supposed  the  city  would  give  something,  and  I  was  to  have 
half  of  what  the  city  might  give;  he  then  showed  me  his 
contract;  I  was  to  furnish  the  means,  &c.,  and  supposed 
that  his  statements  were  correct;  I  made  plans  for  getting 
her  out;  Mr.  Barnes  didn’t  tell  me  the  city  would  give 
something,  but  that  he  supposed  they  would,  and  half  of 
what  was  given  was  to  be  mine;  I  saw  Mr.  Jones,  and  then 
consented;  but  when  that  contract  came  to  be  executed,  I 
spoke  about  the  item  the  city  was  to  give;  Jones  said  it 
was  not  understood  what  the  city  would  give;  I  think  this 
was  about  the  9th  of  May,  although  I  can’t  tell  exactly; 
from  these  representations  of  the  uncertainty  of  what  the 
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eitj  would  give,  it  was  agreed  to  be  left  out  of  the  con¬ 
tract;  we  commenced  driving  piles  about  the  18th  of  May; 
we  got  ready  to  raise  her  about  the  3d  of  July;  but  found 
that  the  chains  were  defective;  we  then  put  in  new  ones. 
In  discussing  this  matter,  Jones  said  there  were  three  hun¬ 
dred  bales  of  cotton  in  her.  I  found  out  that  there  was  a. 
contract  between  Jones  and  the  Mayor,  by  calling  on  the 
Mayor  some  two  or  three  weeks  after  I  commenced  opera¬ 
tions;  I  then  said  to  the  Mayor  that  the  property  was 
liable,  under  the  law,  and  that  it  placed  me  in  an  awkward 
condition,  and  that  I  should  not  have  signed  the  contract 
if  I  had  known  it;  1  am  also  informed  that  a  great  part  of 
the  cotton  has  been  removed  by  Captain  Lewis;  I  then 
spoke  to  Jones  about  it,  and  both  he  and  the  Mayor  told 
me  that  he,  (the  Mayor,)  had  released  all  right  and  title 
to  the  ship  and  cargo,  so  far  as  any  claim  the  city  might 
have;  the  Mayor  said  he  did  not  expect  any  reimburse¬ 
ment,  from  any  source  whatever,  all  he  wanted  was  the 
ship  out  of  the  way;  the  Mayor  stated,  emphatically,  on 
two  occasions,  that  he  would  make  no  claim  on  the  vessel 
or  cargo,  from  any  source  whatever,  for  taking  her  out;  I 
wasn’t  satisfied,  and  I  consulted  Mr.  Cutting,  and  he 
agreed  with  me,  that  the  Mayor  had  no  right  to  release 
this  claim  on  behalf  of  the  city.  My  claim  against  Jones 
was  a  bond  of  indemnity;  Mr.  Jones  told  me  there  were 
no  claims,  but  I  find  there  are  claims  of  Benson  and  others; 
I  have  no  bond  of  indemnity;  Jones  never  agreed  to  give 
me  any  portion  of  the  money  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Mayor; 
I  have  spent  upward  of  four  thousand  dollars  in  getting 
this  vessel  out;  Jones  never  said  any  thing  about  dividing 
this  money. 

Q.  Do  you  intend  to  take  any  action  under  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  laws  ? 
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A.  I  don’t  know;  it  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cutting; 
I  don’t  expect  any  of  the  money  Jones  will  get,  and  I 
think  I  will  take  the  ship  out  when  the  law  directs  me  to 
do  it. 

Q.  When  you  made  your  contract,  was  it  expressly 
agreed  that  you  waived  any  money  that  Jones  might  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  city  ? 

A.  Jones  said  he  didn’t  know  that  any  thing  would  be 
given;  if  I  had  known  he  had  that  contract  with  the 
Mayor  I  should  have  been  a  madman  to  sign  my  agree¬ 
ment;  I  understood  from  Jones  that  he  had  a  release  from 
every  one,  but  I  find  that  the  underwriters  have  not  re¬ 
leased  their  claim;  Mr.  Frost,  agent  of  the  John  G.  Cos¬ 
ter  estate,  called  on  me  and  stated  that  he  should  claim 
wharfage  to  the  amount  of  ten  dollars  per  day;  he  spoke 
of  it  as  a  case  to  be  compromised ;  there  will  probably  be 
three  thousand  dollars  for  wharfage. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  discovered  any  thing  about  the  ship 
or  cargo  offensive  to  health  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  it  is  an  idle  idea  to  think  of  such  a  thing; 
I  don’t  apprehend  any  difficulty  on  the  score  of  health, 
when  the  vessel  is  raised,  if  the  grain  is  promptly  re¬ 
moved;  if  the  owners  have  abandoned  the  ship,  the  city 
will  be  liable  for  the  wharfage;  I  think  I  shall  come  out 
third  best,  unless  I  go  under  the  Admiralty  laws;  no  part 
of  the  cargo  can  be  less  than  fifteen  feet  from  the  surface 
of  the  water,  except  a  little  of  the  cotton. 

Walter  R.  Jones,  sworn: 

I  made  a  contract  with  the  Mayor. 

Question.  Did  the  Mayor  relinquish,  in  that  contract,  all 
right,  title  and  claim  to  be  reimbursed  for  any  money  or 
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moneys,  that  he,  in  behalf  of  the  city  had  engaged  to  pay 
you  for  the  removal  of  the  Joseph  Walker? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  claim  for  reimbursement  from  the 
city,  or  all  claim  the  city  might  have  against  the  ship  or 
cargo,  or  underwriters  thereof,  is  released. 

Q.  Did  he  distinctly  inform  you  that  the  city  relin¬ 
quished  all  claim  against  any  party  that  had  any  interest 
in  this  vessel  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  distinctly  inform  you  that  the  city  would 
make  no  reclamation  upon  any  body  for  this  expense? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  assigned  over  to  me  any  claim  the 
city  might  have  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws,  against  any 
party  or  parties  for  reimbursing  the  city  for  this  expendi¬ 
ture  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Ely.  I  wish  to  ask  you  rather  a  delicate 
question,  which  you  may  answer  or  not,  as  you  choose; 
I  wish  to  know  whether,  at  the  time  you  made  this  bar¬ 
gain,  you  made  it  in  behalf  of  yourself  individually,  or 
was  there  an  understanding  that  if  the  bargain  was  car¬ 
ried  out,  some  other  party  or  parties  were  to  share  in  the, 
the,  the — 

Mr.  Jones — “  Plunder  ?” 

Alderman  Ely — Well  as  you  have  made  use  of  the  ex¬ 
pression,  I  will  say  “plunder.” 

A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Jones  then  gave  a  statement  of  his  connection  with 
the  matter. 

He  said — About  the  20th  of  April,  having  occasion  to 
go  up  South  street  on  business,  I  stopped  at  the  wreck; 
and  while  rettirning  from  it,  I  met  Captain  Thompson, 
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who  told  me  that  a  petition  to  have  the  vessel  raised  had 
been  sent  to  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council,  some  two 
or  three  months  previous,  and  that  they  were  about  to  take 
some  action  in  regard  to  it;  after  some  conversation  I  left 
him,  and  in  going  down  to  the  office,  I  met  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Lane  &  West.  Mr.  Lane  said  he  hhd  hired  that  slip,  and 
wished  the  underwriters  or  the  city  would  have  her  re¬ 
moved.  I  then  told  him  I  was  personally  acquainted  with 
the  Mayor,  and  would  use  my  influence  with  him  to  have 
speedy  action  taken;  I  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Mayor, 
and  he  sent  for  me;  I  saw  him,  and  he  said  he  had  a  large 
petition  before  him,  complaining  of  it  as  a  nuisance;  that 
he  had  conferred  with  the  Street  Commissioner  and  Comp¬ 
troller,  and  had  decided  to  remove  the  wreck,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  city  authorities,  and  was  empowered  to  do 
it;  this  was  the  20th  of  April,  and  previous  to  my  making 
any  bids;  he  said  he  had  received  several  estimates;  I  said 
I  should  like  to  put  one  in,  and  he  said,  “if  you  put  one 
in  as  low  as  any  one  else,  I  will  give  it  a  favorable  con¬ 
sideration;”  I  made  a  proposition,  which  you  have;  I 
know  Mr.  Van  Olinda;  he  is  in  my  office;  he  is  associated 
with  me;  he  is  not  my  partner;  do  business  together;  I 
knew  he  was  going  to  make  an  estimate;  I  didn’t  know 
the  sum;  I  knew  it  was  a  little  over  mine;  I  am  not  con¬ 
nected  with  Gerrish;  he  told  me  he  had  estimated;  had  no 
conversation  with  him  as  to  his  estimate  before  his  bid ; 
had  no  understanding  with  him;  there  is  no  contract  ex¬ 
cept  what  is  embraced  in  the  correspondence  and  the 
bond;  but  the  Mayor  will  execute  one  when  I  require  it, 
although  the  papers  I  have  are  all  sufficient;  I  told  the 
Mayor  I  would  have  it  drawn  up;  he  said,  very  well,  X 
will  sign  it;  the  contract  was  drawn  and  sent  up  to  the 
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Mayor,  but  it  was  never  executed;  I  was  to  give  a  bond 
for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  if  required,  that  the  ship  would 
be  removed,  but  I  have  not  done  it;  I  have  only  signed 
this  one  bond  for  eight  thousand  dollars;  I  know  Mr.  R. 
L.  Lane;  he  is  engaged  in  the  shipping  business  at  No.  77 
South  street;  he  is  in  Europe;  I  assigned  my  contract  to 
him;  he  is  one  that  hired  that  slip. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  ? 

A.  He  was  interested  with  me,  being  one  of  my  sureties; 
I  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Condon  and  and  ask  him  to  quit,  and 
that  I  would  pay  him  what  he  had  spent  on  the  wreck;  1 
told  him  I  would  assist  him  to  get  it;  neither  the  Mayor 
nor  myself  ever  agreed  to  pay  one  half  each  of  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  Condon  had  spent;  I  never 
heard  the  Mayor  say  so;  all  that  I  told  Condon  was,  that 
I  would  assist  him  to  get  his  money;  I  never  intimated 
to  him  that  he  would  get  paid  by  the  city;  Mr.  Condon 
never  made  out  his  bill  to  me;  I  did  tell  him  to  make  out 
the  bill  against  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council. 

A  letter  of  Mr.*  Jones  to  the  Mayor,  was  here  read. 

Ex- Alderman  Dodge  asked  that  the  contract  between 
Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Barnes,  presented  to  the  Committee 
to-day,  be  not  printed  for  the  present,  as  it  might  endanger 
his  rights. 

Alderman  Yarian  made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Which  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  following  is  the  agreement : 
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AGREEMENT  ENTERED  INTO  THIS  DAY,  BY  WALTER  R.  JONES 
AND  CHAS.  P.  BARNES. 

New  York,  April  30, 1855. 

I,  Charles  F.  Barnes,  do  hereby  agree  to  raise,  float, 
take  out  of  the  slip,  for  said  Walter  It.  Jones,  the  sunken 
ship,  Joseph  Walker ,  together  with  the  cargo  in  said  ves¬ 
sel,  and  to  transport  the  vessel  to  a  safe  and  convenient 
place  within  the  city  limits,  and  there  to  discharge  the 
cargo;  or,  if  the  said  Barnes  deems  it  best,  to  discharge 
the  cargo,  in  whole  or  in  part,  on  the  dock,  or  into  vessels 
at  the  pier  where  said  ship  now  lays  sunk,  to  be  at  his 
own  option;  he  is  to  have  that  privilege;  the  said  Barnes 
hereby  binding  himself  to  do  and  perform  the  above  job 
within  ninety  days  from  this  date,  otherwise  this  agree¬ 
ment  to  be  void.  In  consideration  of  the  said  Barnes  per¬ 
forming  the  said  work  or  job,  for  said  Jones,  the  said 
Jones  agreed  that  said  Barnes  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent, 
on  the  net  sales  of  said  ship’s  hull  and  materials  not  at¬ 
tached  to  her;  also  the  said  Barnes  shall  receive  sixty-two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  net  sales  of  all  the  cargo 
into  said  vessel,  which  the  said  Barnes  may  cause  to  be 
saved.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  said  cargo  shall  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  public  auction  immediately  after  it  is  dis¬ 
charged  and  ready  for  sale,  and  that  said  vessel  shall  be 
disposed  of  in  like  manner.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  if  the 
said  Barnes  raises  and  floats  said  vessel,  so  that  the  cargo 
may  be  landed  within  thirty  days  from  this  date,  the  said 
Jones  is  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
cash,  in  addition  to  the  above.  It  is  hereby  further 
agreed,  that  any  and  all  claim  or  claims  for  wharfage, 
which  the  said  vessel,  owners  or  underwriters  are  legally 
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liable,  that  each  of  the  parties  to  the  said  agreement  is  to 
pay  the  equal  one-half.  It  is  hereby  further  agreed,  that 
said  vessel  and  cargo  shall  be  disposed  of  under  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  said  Jones;  and  that  said  Jones  is  to  be  entitled 
to  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  commission  on  the  net  sales 
thereof.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  if  the  owner  of  said 
pier  allow  any  sum  or  sums  for  the  removal  of  said  hull 
and  ^cargo  from  the  slip,  such  sum  or  sums  to  be  equally 
divided  between  said  Barnes  and  Jones.  It  is  further 
agreed,  that  said  Barnes  shall  have  the  sole  control  of  the 
work,  which  is  to  be  done  under  his  direction  for  the  space 
of  ninety  days,  as  herein  provided  for.  It  is  also  agreed 
and  understood,  that  said  Jones  is  not  to  be  liable  for  any 
charges,  costs  and  expenses,  which  the  said  Barnes  may 
incur;  neither  shall  the  said  Barnes  have  any  claim  or 
claims  on  said  vessel  and  cargo  until  the  job  is  performed, 
as  herein  provided  for. 

WALTER  R.  JONES,  (Seal.) 

C.  F.  BARNES,  (Seal.) 

In  presence  of 

Edward  H.  Albright, 

George  M.  Cone. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  23d 
instant,  at  3  o’clock, 


Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  Joseph  Walker. 

Monday  afternoon,  July  28, 1855. 
Present — Alderman  Ely.  Chairman ;  Aldermen  Voorhis, 
and  Yarian. 

Isaac  0.  Barker.  President  of  Board  of  Aldermen,  sworn' 
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Question.  Can  you,  from  recollection,  say,  whether  or 
not  you  received  a  notice  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Health,  held  on  the  5th  of  May. 

Answer.  To  my  best  recollection,  I  never  received  a 
notice  to  attend  that  meeting;  we  had  a  meeting  before 
that,  at  which  we  organized  and  of  which  I  received  a 
notice. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  attend  a  meeting  of  Commissioners  of 
Health,  when  the  subject  of  raising  the  Joseph  Walker 
was  under  consideration  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  the  subject  anywhere  until  within 
a  few  days,  before  it  was  in  the  newspapers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything,  either  by  observation,  or 
any  information,  that  the  ship  Joseph  Walker,  is  now,  or 
ever  has  been,  in  a  situation  where  it  all  jeopardized  the 
health  of  any  person  ? 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  have  no  information,  and 
it  has  never  been  communicated  to  me  by  any  person. 

Q.  Have  you  ever,  as  Commissioner  of  Health,  voted 
in  such  a  way  or  manner,  in  relation  to  any  subject,  as 
would  give  the  Mayor  power  or  authority  to  make  any 
contract  or  expend  any  money  ? 

A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  Had  such  a  proposition  been  made  while  you  were 
sitting  as  Commissioner  of  Health,  do  you  not  think  you 
would  have  insisted  that  the  doctors,  and  City  Inspector 
should  be  consulted  before  making  the  contract  ? 

A.  Certainly;  I  would  have  appealed  to  the  physicians, 
or  to  the  City  Inspector  before  voting  the  expenditure  of 
this  money. 

Q.  Do  you,  or  did  you  ever  as  Commissioner  of  Health, 
suppose,  or  believe  that  the  Mayor  had  power  to  act  un- 
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less  first  being  authorized  by  the  Commissioners  of  Health 
to  act? 

A.  I  think,  under  the  law,  he  has  no  power;  I  don’t 
know  of  any  instance:  I  answer  so  far  as  my  own  position 
as  one  of  the  Commissioners;  the  Mayor  is,  in  fact,  not 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health,  although  a  component 
part  of  that  Board. 

Examination  of  Walter  R.  Jones,  resumed. 

By  Alderman  Varian. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  sent  for,  by  any  alderman, 
with  reference  to  ship  Joseph  Walker,  either  before  or 
after  any  contract  ? 

Answer.  I  should  rather  not  answer. 

After  some  hesitation,  the  witness  said,  yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Q.  Who  sent  for  you  ? 

A.  Alderman  Moser. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  took  place  at  that  interview  ? 

A.  He  left  word  at  the  Joseph  Walker,  that  he  wished 
to  see  me,  personally;  I  think  he  called  at  my  office,  and 
said  he  would  like  to  see  me  at  the  City  Hall,  or  at  Sher¬ 
wood’s,  in  Broadway;  he  left  word  to  that  effect;  I  came 
up  to  the  City  Hall  and  went  into  the  Clerk  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council’s  office;  I  went  up  to  the  desk,  and  saw  Mr. 
Valentine,  and  asked  him  if  Alderman  Moser  was  here, 
that  I  did  not  know  him  personally,  and  would  like  to 
have  him  introduce  me  to  him;  Mr.  Valentine  pointed  out 
Alderman  Moser  to  me,  and  I  went  up  and  introduced 
myself;  I  told  him  my  name  was  Jones;  he  said  he  was 
glad  to  see  me,  and  asked  me  into  this  room;  he  told  me 
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that  he  knew  my  uncle  and  family,  and  he  thought  X  had 
a  contract  to  raise  the  Joseph  Walker;  he  asked  me  if  it 
was  a  good  contract,  or  something  of  that  kind;  I  told 
him  it  might  be,  and  might  not  be,  according  to  the  ex¬ 
pense  I  might  have  in  raising  her. 

Mr.  Jones,  I  would  rather  not  answer  these  questions, 
gentlemen. 

Alderman  Ely  directed  the  clerk  to  record  that  the 
Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  testimoney  was  rele¬ 
vant,  and  insisted  that  Mr.  Jones  should  go  on. 

Mr.  Jones — He  (Alderman  Moser,)  went  on  to  state 
that  the  Board  of  Councilmen  had  offered  a  resolution, 
and  passed  it  unanimously,  directing  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  remove  the  wreck;  he  said  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers,  and  Slips,  and  that  he, 
as  chairman,  held  that  resolution;  he  further  stated,  that 
he  could  report  on  it  promptly,  or  keep  it  back;  and 
asked  me  whether  I  would  like  to  have  him  keep  it  back, 
or  whether  my  interest  would  prefer  to  have  it  kept  back; 
I  told  him  I  had  made  a  contract  in  good  faith  with  the 
city  authorities,  to  remove  the  wreck;  that  the  work  was 
then  going  on;  that  at  that  time  the  piles  were  driven, 
and  that  trusses  were  on  the  wreck,  and  I  didn't  see  how 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  Councilmen  could  stop  the 
work  that  was  then  being  pursued  to  raise  the  ship;  he 
said  that  he  didn't  want  to  talk  to  me  too  much  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Jones  again  objected  to  proceeding  further,  but  the 
Chairman,  as  before,  directed  the  clerk  to  record,  that  the 
Committee  insisted  on  his  going  on. 
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Mr.  Jones— But  he  would  send  a  friend  to  me;  I  told 
him  he  might  do  so  if  he  saw  fit.  Previous  to  his  stating 
he  would  send  a  friend  to  me,  he  said  that  he  could  stop 
the  resolution  or  stop  the  whole  thing,  something  of  that 
kind;  that  he  didn’t  want  to  say  too  much  to  me,  but 
would  send  a  friend;  on  the  day  following,  or  day  after 
that,  I  was  sitting  in  my  back  office,  Mr.  Robert  L.  Lane, 
of  Lane,  West  &  Co.,  of  77  South  street,  said  he  wanted 
me  to  go  out  of  the  office,  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  whether  he  said  Moser,  or  the  whole 
Board  I  don’t  know,  I  think  he  said  that  one  of  the 
Aldermen,  or  the  principal  one  of  the  Committee,  wished 
to  see  me,  about  stopping  some  important  matter  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  in  relation  to  the  Joseph  Walker;  he 
told  me  he  was  out  on  the  side-walk  or  into  George  W . 
Brown’s,  two  doors  from  my  office;  I  went  out  on  the  side¬ 
walk. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  alderman  there  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see? 

Mr.  Jones — It's  very  disagreeable  business,  gentlemen; 
I  would  rather  not  go  on. 

The  chairman,  as  before,  directed  the  clerk  to  record 
that  the  Committee  required  the  witness  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Jones — I  saw  a  gentlemen,  whom  I  knew  very  well, 
having  paid  him  my  bills  for’ wharfage;  Mr.  Lane  said  he 
was  formerly  an  alderman;  I  knew  him  by  sight,  and  his 
name  is  George  H.  Covert. 

Q.  What  was  the  substance  of  this  conversation  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lane  told  me  that  Mr.  Covert  was  a  friend  of 
several  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  were  in 
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the  habit  of  meeting  every  day,  at  Sherwood’s  in  Broad¬ 
way,  and  he  thought  I  had  better  do  something  to  stop 
this  Joseph  Walker  business  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen; 
he  said  that  George  (Covert),  had  a  good  deal  of  power 
with  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 
no  names  were  mentioned  except  the  Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  and  other  members  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  Sherwood’s,  at  11  o’clock  every 
day;  Mr.  Lane  said  that  so  far  as  his  interest  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  ship  or  cargo,  as  I  was  the  principal  man  in 
the  business  in  making  the  contract,  and  as  one  of  the 
aldermen  had  sent  this  friend  to  me,  that  I  had  better 
talk  with  him ;  I  then  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Covert;  Mr.  Covert  stated  that  through  certain  channels 
he  could  stop  this  thing,  and  that  it  would  be  through 
him;  I  told  him,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned  in  the  contract 
for  raising  the  Joseph  Walker,  that  every  thing  had  been 
done  in  good  faith;  that  I  didn’t  want  any  public  noto¬ 
riety  about  it  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  anywhere 
else,  he  told  me  that  he  could  stop  it  by  some  money;  he 
said  one  thousand  dollars  could  stop  it ;  I  told  him  I 
would  think  the  matter  over,  and  I  would  see  him  person¬ 
ally,  or  Mr.  Lane  would  see  him;  I  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Lane  upon  the  subject  afterward,  and  I  told 
him  I  didn’t  see  that  1  need  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  as  the  matter  came  frem  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Health;  that  I  didn’t  think  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  I  having  previously  con¬ 
sulted  my  counsel  on  the  subject;  I  never  saw  Mr.  Covert 
afterward;  had  only  this  interview  with  him. 

Question.  Had  you  an  interview  with  any  other  person 
who  acted  as  negotiator  in  this  matter  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Covert  say  where  this  money  was  to  go — to 
whom  ? 

A.  It  was  to  be  paid  to  stop  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Q.  Were  there  any  names  mentioned,  to  whom  the 
money  was  to  be  paid  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  that  was  the  substance  of  the  conversation 
I  had  with  Covert. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  any  money,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
any  of  the  Aldermen  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  nor  any  of  my  friends,  to  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  To  any  other  individual  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  except  to  Mr.  Lane,  as  my  partner  in  the 
transaction. 

Q.  Have  you  shared  any  of  this  money,  or  promised  to  t 

A.  No,  sir;  with  no  public  individual. 

Q.  Any  private  individual  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Alderman  Moser  after  this  conversation 
with  Covert  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  this  money  ? 

A.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  George;  I  told  him  I  had 
not  seen  him  since^the  first  interview;  he  asked  me  if  I 
had  done  any  thing,  or  was  going  to  do  any  thing. 

Mr.  Jones.  I  would  rather  not  go  on,  &c.,  <fcc. 

Alderman  Moser  asked  the  witness  to  go  on. 

The  Committee,  also,  required  him  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Jones.  I  told  him  I  hadn’t  seen  George  since  the 
first  interview;  he  said  he  was  sick,  or  out  of  town,  some- 
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tiling  of  that  kind;  1  don’t  know  that  any  thing  further 
passed  at  that  time;  one  evening,  or  afternoon,  I  was  up 
here,  and  met  Alderman  Moser;  he  said  he  was  going  on 
some  Committee;  we  went  across  the  Park  together,  to 
the  Irving  House;  there  we  took  a  glass  of  wine;  some 
thing  was  said  about  the  Joseph  Walker,  and  he  desired 
that  I  would  not  say  any  thing  on  the  subject;  I  told  him 
I  would  not,  unless  it  leaked  out  through  some  other  chan¬ 
nel;  he  referred  to  our  previous  conversation;  there  was 
nothing  further  at  that  interview;  we  took  a  glass  of  wine 
and  parted . 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  subsequent  interview  ? 

A.  One  afternoon,  after  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ad¬ 
journed,  Alderman  Moser  was  over  to  Sherwood's;  while 
we  were  over  there  he  seemed  rather  to  keep  aloof  from 
me.  The  first  time  I  was  ever  up  in  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  was  some  three  years  ago,  with  Captain  Boardman; 
about  three  weeks  ago,  after  the  Sunday  Atlas  had  made 
their  attack  upon  Fernando  Wood,  I  made  up  my  mind  I 
would  go  up  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  hear  what 
might  be  said  on  the  subject.  After  the  Board  adjourned 
I  was  introduced,  by  Alderman  Herrick,  to  several  aider- 
men;  Alderman  Herrick  appeared  to  be  a  little  “  dry,” 
u  thirsty,”  and  as  the  weather  was  pretty  warm,  he  sug¬ 
gested  that  I  should  be  introduced  t<9  the  members,  and 
take  them  over  to  Sherwood's  and  have  some  champagne 
and  supper.  I  told  the  Alderman  it  would  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  do  so.  We  had  some  champagne;  Aider- 
man  Herrick,  Alderman  Brown,  Alderman  Baird,  Aider- 
man  Steers,  Alderman  C.  H.  Tucker,  “  Little  Tucker,” 
they  called  him,  and  I  think,  Alderman  Howard,  were 
present;  we  had  some  champagne,  chickens,  <fcc.,  and  ad- 
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fburned  about  94  o’clock;  I  saw  that  Alderman  Moser 
seemed  to  keep  himself  aloof  from  me;  I  don’t  know 
whether  he  was  in  the  supper  room  or  not;  I  may  be  mis¬ 
taken  in  regard  to  the  names  of  these  aldermen;  I  went  up 
and  spoke  to  Alderman  Moser;  he  said  that  some  thing 
had  been  said  by  some  parties,  charging  him  with  wanting 
to  get  a  thousand  'dollars  out  of  me;  he  asked  me  if  I  had 
told  any  one  about  it,  if  I  had  mentioned  it,  or  some  thing 
of  that  kind;  he  said  it  was  very  queer,  some  one  had  ac¬ 
cused  him  of  it;  I  told  him  I  had  not  mentioned  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  any  one;  that  was  about  all  that  transpired. 

Q.  Was  the  conversation  held  in  the  presence  of  the 
aldermen  present? 

A.  No,  sir;  it  was  away  from  the  others;  it  was  by  our¬ 
selves;  I  think  it  could  not  be  heard  by  any  one. 

Q.  Did  Alderman  Herrick  ever  ask  you  any  questions 
about  this  one  thousand  dollars  ? 

A.  .He  did. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? 

A.  I  related  to  him  about  what  I  have  related  here. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? 

A.  He  said  it  was  rather  selfish;  he  said  it  wouldn’t 
look  very  well  for  Alderman  Moser  to  have  it  published 
or  exposed;  all  he  said  was  in  a  very  friendly  jesting 
way. 

Q.  Did  Alderman  Herrick  ever  approach  you  to  get  any 
of  this  money  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  Alderman  Herrick  said  that  it  wouldn’t  look 
very  well  for  Moser,  and  that  his  constituents  might  think 
Moser  corrupt. 

Q.  Has  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen  ever 
asked  you  for  any  of  this  money  ? 
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A.  No,  sir;  and  no  other  person  in  their  behalf;  several 
of  them  have  spoken  to  me  about  it;  they  said  it  was  un¬ 
just  to  have  my  name  paraded  in  the  newspapers,  and  volun¬ 
teered  their  services  in  my  behalf. 

Q.  Who  were  these  men? 

A.  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mr.  Haswell,  Mr.  Seely,  and  one  or 
two  others,  strangers  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  conversation  ? 

A.  I  thanked  them  for  their  proffered  services  and  that 
was  all;  they  have  rendered  me  no  services,  and  I  have 
paid  them  no  money. 

Q.  Have  you  been  applied  to  for  money  to  stop  any 
newspaper  publication  about  the  Joseph  Walker  contract? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  newspaper,  and  who  applied,  and  what  was 
said  ? 

A.  Ex- Alderman  Dodge  came  down  to  my  office  on  the 
Saturday  previous  to  the  Sunday  Atlas  first  coming  out 
with  its  attack,  and  he  said  that  the  Atlas  was  going  to 
give  the  Mayor  and  myself  “  fits,”  and  I  asked  him  why; 
he.said  that  the  Alderman  did  not  like  the  contract  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Joseph  Walker,  and  that  Alderman  Herrick 
was  going  to  give  us  “  Jesse;”  I  told  him  I  was  vecy  sorry 
and  thafr  I  read  the  Atlas  as  regularly  as  I  eat  my  break¬ 
fast  on  Sunday  morning,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  if  I  could 
see  Alderman  Herrick,  I  could  explain  the  subject  of  the 
Joseph  Walker,  so  that  nothing  would  be  said;  Dodge 
said  that  would  make  no  difference,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  going,  to  give  Fernando  the  first,  Jesse; 
Alderman  Dodge  said  that  if  I  would  give  him  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  he  could  stop  the  publication  in  the  Atlas; 
I  told  hjm  I  shouldn't  do  it,  and  I  wouldn't  do  it;  on  the 
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Sunday  the  Atlas  did  come  out  and  did  give  it  to  Jones 
and  the  Mayor;  I  called  on  Herrick  on  Monday,  and  told 
him  I  felt  sore;  he  said  it  did  me  no  harm,  and  showed  I 
was  a  smart  negotiator,  and  the  public  gave  me  credit  for 
it;  I  told  him  my  family  did  not  like  to  have  me  in  public 
prints,  and  I  asked  the  favor  of  him  to  stop  it;  Alderman 
Herrick  said  that  Mr.  Wood  wouldn’t  appoint  his  police 
captain  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  and  he  meant  to  give 
Fernando  the  first,  Jesse;  and  the  first,  chance  was  the 
Joseph  Walker. 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  thing  to  you  about  paying  any  money 
to  stop  it  ? 

A.  I  had  several  interviews  with  him;  he  said  he  could 
say  nothing  against  me. 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  thing  to  you  about  the  payment  of 
the  one  thousand  dollars  mentioned  by  Dodge  ? 

A.  He  told  me  that  he  often  dined  with  Dodge,  at  Love- 
joy’s,  and  had  written  an  article,  and  showed  it  to  him  be¬ 
fore  it  was  published;  that  he  told  Dodge  he  could  get  any 
article  left  out  of  his  paper  for  five  hundred  dollars,  or  he 
would  knock  any  article  into  “  pi,”  for  five  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  Did  Alderman  Herrick  ever  tell  you  that  if  you  had 
paid  any  money  to  Dodge  to  stop  these  attacks,  Dodge 
would  not  have  given  him  any,  and  kept  it  all  himself? 

A.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Has  the  xMayor,  in  any  respect,  shown  you  favor  in 
this  business  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  that  the  Mayor  was  determined  to 
raise  the  wreck,  in  consequence  of  .the  petition  which  he 
showed  me,  and  because  it  was  detrimental  to  health. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  ask  you  how  much  it  would  cost  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  told  him  it  would  cost  from  twelve 
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thousand  dollars  to  thirteen  thousand  dollars;  that  the 
most  effectual  way  would  be,  to  spile  her,  and  it  was  costly. 

Q.  What  was  the  Mayor’s  course  as  to  the  exacting  of 
the  bond,  and  the  payment  of  the  money  1 

A.  He  was  very  particular  and  stringent.  I  never  had 
any  conversation  with  Henry  Wood  about  this  matter,  ex¬ 
cept  that  he.  said  he  was  very  sorry  the  Sunday  Atlas  had 
attacked  his  brother  so  fiercely.  He  said  I  had  got  a  good 
contract  out  of  the  city. 

By  Alderman  Yarian. 

Q.  What  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  merchants,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  taking  out  of  the  Joseph  Walker. 

(The  Committee  decided  that  the  question  was  not 
proper.) 

Q.  Did  the  Mayor  ever  take  any  bond  from  you  for 
more  than  eight  thousand  dollars  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  asked  you  to  give  any  additional  bonds  ? 

A.  I  was  to  give  a  bond  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  but 
it  was  never  executed. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  eight  thousand  dollars  satisfac¬ 
tory  security  for  thirteen  thousand  dollars  ? 

A.  Certainly;  the  bond  the  Mayor  has  is  good  and  am¬ 
ple  security  for  the  money  drawn  from  the  city  treasury, 
and  for  the  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Is  that  eight  thousand  dollars  good  security  for  thir¬ 
teen  thousand  dollars. 

A.  I  mean  to  say,  that  the  bond  the  Mayor  has  got,  and 
the  bond  he  will  receive  is  good  security,  and  the  ship  will 
be  removed.  I  agreed  to  give  the  bond  as  the  money  was 
drawn  from  the  city  treasury.  When  I  got  the  contract, 
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[  intended  to  do  the  work  myself,  not  personally,  but  I 
did  not  seek  Mr.  Barnes  or  Mr.  Dodge. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Moser,  as  you  say,  left  word  for  you  at 
the  Joseph  Walker  that  he  wanted  to  see  you,  how  do  you 
know  it  was  Alderman  Moser  ? 

A.  Mr.  Barnes  told  me.  I  never  saw  Alderman  Moser 
at  my  office.  The  'first  I  saw  Moser  was  here  in  the 
clerk;s  office.  Moser  said  he  would  send  a  friend,  and 
afterward  Mr.  Covert  came. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  came  from  Moser;  did  he 
say  so  ? 

A.  I  don’t  recollect  that  he  said  Moser  sent  him;  Mr. 
Lane  could  tell  more  about  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  Covert  came  from  Moser? 

A.  Why  should  he  come  at  all  ?  I  had  only  one  inter¬ 
view  with  'Covert.  He  never  came  near  me  again.  I 
can’t  swear  that  Covert  said  that  Alderman  Moser  sent 
him. 

Q.  Have  you  not  made  several  attempts  to  talk  with 
Alderman  Moser,  and  he  refused  to  talk  with  you  about  it? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  didn’t  know  that  the  Board  of  Council-  ’ 
men  had  directed  the  Street  ‘Commissioner  to  raise  the 
wreck. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  Mayor  since  the  last  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  about  Alderman  Moser  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  invariably  declined  to  answer.  I 
told  the  Mayor  I  would  sustain  him.  Mr.  Van  Olinda 
was  subpenaed,  and  I  agreed  to  come  up  with  him.  I 
did  understand  that  I  was  to  come  here  to  be  questioned 
about  these  things. 
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Q.  Who  told  you? 

A.  I  came  up  of  my  own  account.  Neither  the  Mayor 
nor  his  friends  requested  me  to  come  here  this  afternoon. 

I  came  here  because  I  felt  an  interest  in  the  subject. 

Q.  With  this  understanding  or  agreement  with  the 
Mayor,  how  were  the  payments  to  be  made  ? 

A.  As  required. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  that  required  meant  ? 

A.  As  the  work  progressed. 

Q.  Had  you  performed  any  work  upon  this  ship,  or  by 
your  agent,  or  by  a  substitute,  previous  to  the  fifth  day  of 
May  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Through  whom,  and  by  whom  was  the  work  perform¬ 
ed  on  your  behalf? 

A.  By  Mr.  Barnes. 

Q.  How  much  of  an  expenditure  had  been  made  around 
the  ship  in  your  behalf? 

A.  Not  a  great  deal;  about  two  hundred  dollars,  by 
fifth  of  May. 

Q.  Is  any  body  interested  with  you  in  this  contract  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lane,  and  he  is  also  my  surety. 

A.  B.  Van  0 linda,  sworn: 

I  have  no  office;  I  make  No.  90  Wall  street  my  chief 
stopping  place;  it  is  in  Mr.  Jones’  office;  I  am  not  a  part¬ 
ner  of  his. 

Q.  Did  you  make  proposals  to  raise  the  Joseph  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  desk  in  Mr.  Jones’  office  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  and  Mr.  Jones  a  conversation  relative  to 
raising  the  Joseph  Walker? 
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A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  previous  to  your  handing  in  your  estimate  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  previous  and  after. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  estimated,  did  you  know  Mr.  Jones 
was  going  to  estimate  ? 

A.  I  supposed  he  would. 

Q.  Did  you  know  within  five  hundred  dollars  of  the 
amount  Mr.  Jones  was  going  to  estimate  for  ? 

A.  I  had  no  idea  at  all  of  the  amount. 

Q.  Had  he  any  knowledge  of  the  sum  you  were  going 
to  estimate  ? 

A.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Q.  By  any  conversation  with  you  and  Jones,  was  there 
an  understanding  between  you  about  what  sum  you  would 
put  in  proposals  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  have  been  in  his  office  nearly  six  years. 

Q.  Is  there,  or  has  there  been,  great  intimacy  in  your 
business  transactions  ? 

A.  Heretofore  there  has  been. 

Q.  At  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  did  you  know 
that  he  had  the  contract  ? 

A.  Mr.  Jones  informed  me  that  he  had  got  the  contract; 
he  requested  me  to  be  his  bondsman. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  that  bond  in  the  Mayor's  office. 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  a  conversation  with  the  Mayor  in 
regard  to  the  ship  Joseph  Walker? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  have  not  spoken  to  him  in  some  years;  I 
do  some  business  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  some  for  myself;  I  do 
not  consider  myself  as  clerk  to  Mr.  Jones;  I  have  been 
his  clerk;  I  have  not  paid  any  money  to  Mayor  Wood  or 
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his  friends;  Mr.  Furey  or  his  friends;  or  Mr.  Flagg  or  his 
friends,  in  this  matter;  and  never  promised  to  give  any. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow  afternoon  at 
one  o’clock. 


Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee,  on  removal  of  the 
wreck,  Joseph  Walker. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  July  24, 1855. 

Present:— Alderman  Ely,  Chairman;  Aldermen  Yoorhis 
and  Yarian. 

Alderman  Henry  H.  Howard,  of  the  Sixth  Ward,  came 
before  the  Committee,  and  said  that  he  desired  to  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Jones,  that 
he,  (Alderman  Howard,)  had  taken  supper  with  him,  at 
Sherwood’s. 

He  was  sworn,  and  testified  as  follows: — 

I  never  received  an  invitation  to  take  supper  with  Mr. 
Jones,  and  was  not  over  to  Sherwood’s  with  him  at  any 
time;  and  I  never  have  accepted  any  invitation  to  take 
supper  with  any  contractor  since  I  have  been  elected  to 
represent  the  Sixth  Ward,  either  in  the  Legislature  or  in 
the  Common  Council;  and  I  did  not  have  any  of  the 
champagne,  chicken,  Ac.,  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Jones;  I  have 
made  this  statement,  in  order  that  my  constituents  may 
not  have  a  wrong  impression,  and  because  I  have  always 
kept  aloof  from  contractors  since  I  have  held  official  posi¬ 
tions. 

D.  D.  Conover,  President  of  the  Board  of  Couneilmen , 
sworn : 

I  am  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health;  I  did  not  at- 
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tend  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health,  for  the 
5th  of  May;  I  never  received  any  notice  or  invitation  to 
attend  such  meeting;  I  have  attended  meetings  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Health,  and  we  usually  received  printed 
notices;  I  never  attended  previous  to  the  5th  of  May. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  a  conversation,  in  your 
official  capacity  as  Commissioner  of  Health,  in  regard  to 
the  Joseph  Walker? 

Answer.  I  Did  not;  It  was  never  brought  up. 

Q.  Have  the  Commissioners  of  Health  ever  visited  the 
locality  of  the  wreck  ? 

A.  Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  visit  the  wreck  for  that  purpose? 

A.  I  have  never  been  there  since  the  morning  she  was 
scuttled — I  was  there  then  as  a  fireman. 

The  Chairman  directed  the  Clerk  to  record  that  the 
Messenger  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  informs  the  Commit¬ 
tee  that  ex- Alderman  Covert  is  sick,  which  prevents  him 
from  attending. 

Harvey  Loomis,  of  Eggleston  &  Battell,  Iron  Mer¬ 
chants,  No.  116  South  street,  sworn: 

My  store  is  between  Dover  and  Roosevelt,  in  South 
street;  I  am  at  the  store,  usually,  from  9  a.m.,  until  5 
o’clock  p.m. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  the  Joseph  Walker  had 
sunk  nearly  in  front  of  your  store  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  have  heard  her  talked  about. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  person  say  that  she  was 
jeopardizing  the  health  of  any  one  ? 

A.  No  sir;  except  what  I  have  read  in  the  newspapers. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever,  yourself,  discover  any  thing  offensive 
arising  from  the  Joseph  W alker  ? 

A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  a  conversation,  or  ever  heard 
conversations,  relating  thereto,  within  the  twenty  months 
she  has  been  sunk  ? 

A.  I  have.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  transacted  business  in  your  pre¬ 
sent  locality  ? 

A.  About  fourteen  years. 

Q.  Has  that  vessel  been  considered  by  you,  or  persons 
in  the  vicinity,  a  nuisance? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  sense  that  she  interrupted  commerce, 
but  so  far  as  jeopardizing  health,  I  do  not  think  so;  it 
was  not  considered  a  nuisance  in  point  of  health;  I  never 
smelt  any  thing  offensive  coming  from  her. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  understood,  sufficiently,  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  cargo  to  know  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know  much  about  the  cargo,  but  my  opinion 
is,  that  she  is.  I  should  judge  that  no  part  of  the  cargo 
can  be  seen  at  low  water;  the  bow  of  the  vessel  is  out  of 
water,  and  can  be  seen  at  all  times. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  30th 
of  July. 

Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  Joseph  Walker. 

Monday  afteenoon,  July  30,  1865. 

Present — Alderman  Ely,  Chairman ;  Alderman  Voorhis. 

Alderman  Ely  announced  that  Alderman  Yarian,  by 
letter  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  states 
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that  owing  to  severe  indisposition,  it  will  be  utterly  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  meet  with  the  Committee  sooner  than 
a  week  from  this  day.  The  Committee  would  be  very  glad 
to  assent  to  the  request  of  Alderman  Yarian,  but  as  there 
are  two  or  three  witnesses  here  that  want  to  leave  town, 
and  whose  testimony  is  not  deemed  of  great  importance, 
the  Committee  think  it  their  duty,  under  all  the  circum¬ 
stances,  the  parties  being  merchants,  and  their  time  of 
great  value  to  them,  to  hear  them. 

J.  H.  White  Esq.,  appeared  before  the  Committee  as 
counsel  for  Alderman  Moser,  and  stated  substantially  that 
his  client  desired  to  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  him¬ 
self  from  the  charges  made  against  him  by  Mr.  Walter  R. 
Jones,  and  asked  that  that  privilege  be  given  him. 

Alderman  Ely  thought  that  an  affidavit  might  be  pre¬ 
sented  showing  the  misrepresentations  of  Mr.  Jones. 

After  some  discussion,  the  counsel  of  Alderman  Moser 
said  that  such  an  affidavit  would  be  presented  at  the  next 
meeting. 

A.  G.  Benson  sworn: 

I  know  where  the  Joseph  Walker  is  sunk;  I  am  familiar 
with  the  locality;  I  have  been  upon  the  pier  and  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  wreck  many  times  since  she  has 
been  sunk. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  discover  that  there  was  any  thing  of¬ 
fensive  arising  from  that  ship  or  cargo,  so  far  as  relating 
to  health;  that  is,  whether  the  public  health  was  endan¬ 
gered  ? 

A.  No;  I  mean  to  say  that  she  was  pumped  down  by 
Mr.  Bell,  and  at  that  time  I  smelt  a  very  offensive  smell; 
it  was  at  low  water. 
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Q.  Do  you  suppose  she  could  be  there  one  hundred  years 
under  water,  without  endangering  the  public  health  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  for  ever. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thing  further? 

A.  When  Mr.  Bell  took  the  contract,  I  advanced  the 
money,  through  the  advice  of  Walter  R.  Jones,  deceased, 
who  thought  he  was  a  sure  man,  but  might  be  slow;  he  was 
sure  but  slow. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Beil  received  from  any 
body  any  return  of  any  portion  of  the  money  expended  by 
him  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  Have  you  a  bill  or  any  claim  on  the  vessel  or  any 
body  for  what  you  have  advanced? 

A.  I  suppose  when  the  vessel  is  raised  I  will  have  a 
«laim  against  the  proceeds  for  salvage;  I  proposed  to  col¬ 
lect  it  in  this  way;  I  proposed  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
Common  Council  of  the  money  I  had  expended,  and  ask 
them  to  give  me  the  contract  for  raising  her;  Mr.  Walter 
R.  Jones  thought  he  could  get  such  a  contract;  he  said  he 
was  going  to  work  to  do  something,  and  I  asked  him  about 
it  from  time  to  time,  and  he  said  he  had  done  nothing;  but 
I  soon  after  heard  he  had  done  something,  and  he  said  he 
had  to  make  different  arrangements;  he  did  not  state  what 
these  arrangements  were. 

Q.  If  the  ship  is  raised  by  present  process,  do  you  con¬ 
sider  you  have  a  claim  on  her  ? 

A.  I  haven’t  thought  enough  about  it  to  give  an  answer. 

W.  S.  Babbidge  sworn: 

I  transact  business  at  168  South  street,  directly  in  front 
of  and  opposite  to  where  the  Joseph  Walker  is  sunk;  have 
been  there  some  years  in  business. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  discovered  any  thing  in  connection 
with  the  Joseph  Walker  that  led  you  to  believe  that  your 
health  or  any  body’s  health  was  ever  endangered  by  her  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  one  complain  that  they 
were  inconvenienced  by  any  stench  or  nuisance  coming 
from  that  wreck? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  so. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  day  are  you  usually  at  your 
place  of  business  ? 

A.  Ordinarily  from  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  until 
six  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

George  H.  Covert,  ex-Alderman  of  the  Thirteenth 
Ward,  sworn: 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  matter  of  raising 
the  ship  Joseph  Walker  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ? 

A.  I  asked  the  question  myself,  and  I  heard  so. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  of  whom  you  made  the 
inquiry  ? 

A.  Of  Alderman  Moser. 

Q.  Did  you  have  conversation  with  Alderman  Moser 
on  the  subject. 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  volunteer,  or  had  you  any  understanding 
with  Alderman  Moser  that  you  were  to  make  any  inquiries 
of  any  body,  in  relation  to  the  subject  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  had  no  understanding  with  Alderman 
Moser. 

Q.  Did  you  call  upon  any  person  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  accidentally  met  Mr.  R.  L.  Lane,  nearly 
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in  front  of  George  W.  Brown’s,  in  Water  street;  perhaps 
in  G.  W.  Brown’s. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  relate  the  conversation  that  oc¬ 
curred  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  other  person  present? 

A.  No  other  person  was  present,  that  I  know  of,  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  subject  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Lane,  on  that  day,  or  previous  to 
that  day  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  request  Mr.  Lane  to  go  to  Mr. 
Jones’  office.  Lane  volunteered,  of  his  own  accord,  and 
I  suppose  he  went  to  talk  about  the  Joseph  Walker.  It 
has  almost  slipped  my  mind.  I  said  to  Mr.  Lane,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  that  I  had  had  a  conversation  with  Alderman  Moser, 
in  relation  to  the  Joseph  Walker.  I  said  to  Mr.  Lane 
*  this — Mr.  Lane,  I  understand,  by  Alderman  Moser,  that 
the  Joseph  Walker  is  to  be  raised  by  resolution,  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Councilmen,  in  forty  or  sixty  days;  don’t 
know  the  number  of  days,  and  I  came  down  here  to  see 
you;  you  have  been  a  schoolmate  of  mine,  and  I  can  talk 
to  you;  and,  I  told  him,  that  I  thought  I  could  stop  it,  and 
I  would  like  to  see  Mr.  Jones  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Lane 
left  and  found  Mr.  Jones,  and  brought  him,  I  think,  in 
front  of  G.  W.  Brown’s,  or,  perhaps,  next  door.  Well,  I 
didn’t  say  much  to  Mr.  Jones;  I  can  hardly  remember 
what  I  did  say.  There  was  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Lane 
to  me  and  Mr.  Jones,  that  it  would  take  some  six  hundred 
dollars  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  I  said  yes,  a  thousand 
dollars.  I  thought  my  labor  was  worth  that. 

Q  .  Was  that  to  stop  it  ? 
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A.  I  haven’t  said  what  the  one  thousand  dollars  was 
for.  Well,  the  one  thousand  dollars  was  for  my  services. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  any  Aider- 
man  except  Alderman  Moser,  on  this  subject  ? 

A.  Never,  sir;  and  no  other  man  that  holds  any  official 
position.  It  was  either  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  or  at 
Sherwood’s,  I  met  Alderman  Moser,  and  asked  him  to 
give  me  a  Manual  for  this  year;  he  said  he  would;  I  then 
spoke  to  him  about  the  Joseph  Walker,  and  asked  him 
what  he  was  going  to  do  with  it;  he  said,  it  was  a  pretty 
hard  matter  or  case,  and  he  didn’t  know  what  to  do;  he 
then  said,  my  friend  Lane  is  somewhat  interested  in  this 
matter;  I  said  that  Mr.  Lane  was  a  schoolmate  of  mine, 
and  I  would  go  and  see  him,  and  Mr.  Jones  likewise;  he 
said,  do  so;  and  that  is  all  the  conversation  I  ever  had 
with  Alderman  Moser  on  the  subject;  I  never  called  on 
Alderman  Moser,  and  never  had  an  interview  with  him* 
again  on  the  subject.  I  have  passed  Mr.  Jones  a  dozen 
times  since,  and  never  spoke  to  him  about  it.  I  never  re¬ 
ceived  the  six  hundred  dollars  or  one  thousand  dollars; 
never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Lane  but  the  one  I 
have  mentioned. 

Q.  What  services  did  you  expect  to  render  as  an  equiv¬ 
alent  for  the  one  thousand  dollars  ? 

A.  That  was  an  after  consideration;  when  I  received 
the  one  I  would  have  attended  to  the  other. 

Q.  Was  Alderman  Moser  interested,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  with  you  in  this  matter  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  in  no  way  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Alderman 
Moser,  in  relation  to  getting  any  money  from  Lane,  Jones, 
or  any  one,  in  relation  to  getting  money  from  them  ? 
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A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  understanding  whatever  with 
Alderman  Moser,  as  to  getting  this  money.  Mr,  Jones  is 
a  broker,  and  so  am  I.  I  commenced  the  subject  first 
with  Alderman  Moser.  I  thought  Mr.  Jones  and  Lane 
were  rather  scared,  and  I  thought  it  was  a  good  chance  to 
make  a  thousand  dollars.  Alderman  Moser  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  I  thought  Jones  and  Lane  were  making  a 
good  thing  out  of  it,  and  I  wished  to  get  my  share.  It 
was  a  momentary  thing  with  me,  and  I  would  have  done  the 
best  I  could  to  keep  the  report  back,  so  as  to  gain  more 
time  for  them  to  raise  the  vessel.  I  knew  nothing  about 
the  contract  with  the  Mayor.  I  never  spoke  to  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  relation  to  keeping  the 
report  back.  I  was  doing  business  on  my  own  account. 

Captain  Julius  S.  Lewis  sworn: 

Q.  What  is  your  present  business  ? 

'  A.  Raising  vessels,  and  has  been  for  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  a  contract  to  raise  the  Joseph 
Walker  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  ? 

A.  Thomas  Bell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Thomas  Bell  was  an  owner  of 
the  Joseph  Walker? 

A.  He  represented  to  me  that  he  was  a  contractor  with 
the  underwriters,  on  whom  she  had  been  thrown  by  aban¬ 
donment,  after  being  burned. 

Please  narrate  your  connection  with  this  matter,  and 
what  you  know  about  it,  &c. 

After  hearing  that  this  Committee  had  been  appointed 
I  thought  they  could  not  be  fully  posted  up  on  the  subject 
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until  I  was  examined.  Mr.  Bell  had  been  making  efforts 
to  raise  the  Joseph  Walker,  by  putting  canvas  around  her, 
for  some  time  previous  to  my  introducing  myself  to  him 
as  a  purchaser;  I  had  been  previously  employed  in  dis¬ 
charging  the  Great  Republic,  which  had  been  burned;  I 
purchased  one-half  of  the  interest  that  Mr.  Bell  had  in  the 
contract  with  the  underwriters,  and  took  charge  of  the 
work  of  raising  her;  after  spending  some  few  weeks  in 
finishing  the*  effort  which  he  Bell  had  introduced,  I  aban¬ 
doned  it,  and  substituted  my  own  plan  of  raising  wrecked 
vessels,  inside  and  outside,  and  having  chains  beneath  the 
ship,  in  which  plan  I  was  successful,  and  carried  her  from 
the  outer  end  of  the  pier  up  into  the  slip,  say  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet;  having  the  bow  of  the  ship  so  far  out  of 
water  that  it  needed  no  elevation  to  be  pumped  out,  all 
that  was  requisite  was  that  the  stern  should  be  to  the  same 
elevation;  during  this  time  we  had  passed  through  the 
summer  solstice,  and  had  perceived  no  foulness  or  unplea¬ 
sant  odor  from  any  of  the  decomposing  substances  that 
were  in  the  ship,  although  we  had  frequently  disturbed 
them  down  to  the  very  bottom;  I  took  up  fifteen  bales  of 
cotton  and  nothing  offensive  came  from  the  ship,  cotton  or 
corn  or  wheat;  the  fifteen  bales  or  parcels  of  cotton  that 
we  took  out  were  sold  at  auction  in  Wall  street;  at  that 
stage  of  the  business  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  change 
my  plan  of  operations;  we  could  no  longer  use  vessels 
within  the  slip,  as  lifters,  and  having  other  pressing  busi¬ 
ness,  the  work  was  suspended  during  the  coldest  weather 
of  the  winter;  I  recommenced  work  about  the  early  part 
of  April,  having  had  men  in  charge  the  entire  winter. 

Q.  When  you  resumed  work  in  April,  what  contract 
were  you  working  under  ? 
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A.  Under  the  contract  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  also,  a  verbal 
understanding  with  W.  R.  Jones,  of  the  Atlantic  Insurance 
Company,  now  deceased;  I  continued  to  work  until  we 
were  interrupted  by  parties  who  represented  that  they 
came  from  the  Mayor,  and  dispossessed  us,  taking  a  vessel 
from  within  the  Joseph  Walker,  and  taking  her  out  to  the 
head  of  the  slip,  where  she  now  lies,  sunk  in  some  thirty- 
five  feet  of  water;  that  is  the  brig;  previous,  however,  I 
was  called  on  by  Walter  R.  Jones,  jr.,  who  said  that  he 
had  bought  a  wrecking  schooner  and  had  a  captain  on 
board  of  her,  and  wanted  to  purchase  a  part  of  my  interest 
in  the  Joseph  Walker;  he  spoke  very  complimentary  of 
my  energy  and  perseverance,  and  administered  a  great 
deal  of  “  soft  soap;”  he  was  very  desirous  of  being  my 
partner;  I  have  no  memorardum  of  the  date  of  this  con¬ 
versation,  but  it  was  about  ten  days  before  we  were  dis¬ 
possessed;  I  cheerfully  gave  him  all  the  information  he 
asked;  a  Mr.  Doyle,  dock  master,  I  think,  was  the  party 
who  took  the  vessel;  I  think  I  had  been  there  three  or 
four  days  previous;  after  thus  being  dispossessed  I  came 
up  and  called  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  at  his  office;  he 
had  been  seen  on  my  account  by  Alderman  Lord,  and  had 
expressed  to  the  Alderman  his  willingness  to  communicate 
all  the  facts  to  me,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  dispossess¬ 
ing  me;  after  stating  to  the  Mayor  how  I  was  interested 
in  the  Joseph  Walker,  he  remarked  that  he  regretted,  or 
was  sorry  that  he  had  not  known  how  I  was  interested 
*  before;  if  he  had  known  how  I  was  interested,  he  would 
not  have  made  the  contract  he  did;  I  asked  him  if  I  could 
have  a  sight  at  the  contract;  he  said  that  the  contract  and 
papers  were  with  Mr.  Furey,  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s 
office,  and  that  he  would  send  for  them,  that  I  might 
have  a  perusal  of  them;  he  also  said  that  he  had  been 
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urged  on  to  this  measure  by  articles  in  the  newspapers, 
and  by  a  petition  of  merchants  in  the  neighborhood  and 
others,  who  represented  the  vessel  as  a  nuisance,  and 
one  of  a  character  that  would  jeopardize  the  health 
of  the  city,  if  left  decomposed  in  the  ship;  the  papers 
were  not  forthcoming,  and  1  called  again  and  again 
for  two  weeks,  and  was  then  told  by  Mr.  Furey  that  I  had 
no  right  to  the  papers,  and  that  I  had  made  a  speculation 
like  unto  a  horse  race,  and  had  lost  my  venture,  and  had 
no  right  to  the  papers,  and  could  not  be  allowed  to  see 
them;  my  object  was  to  see  where  my  redress  lay  and  on 
whom  I  could  put  my  finger  as  a  responsible  party,  who 
had  dispossessed  me,  feeling  pretty  well  convinced  that  it 
was  without  law  or  gospel  that  I  should  be  dispossessed 
of  a  vessel  upon  which  I  had  spent  so  much  money;  and  I 
hope  this  Committee  will  find  the  party  I  am  to  look  to 
for  payment;  I  called  on  the  Mayor  some  five  or  six  times; 
I  was  then  referred  to  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  he 
kept  me  running  to  his  office,  intimating  that  the  papers 
were  at  the  City  Hall,  until  finally  I  obtained  the  answer 
I  have  spoken  of. 

Q.  In  your  interviews  with  the  Mayor,  did  you  tell  him 
that  you  had  expended  a  large  amount  of  money,  and  had 
become  liable  for  large  sums  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  I  had  succeeded  in  removing  her 
from  her  very  bad  position,  from  the  end  of  the  slip,  and 
could  have  raised  her  in  a  very  few  days,  and  discharged 
the  cargo. 

Q.  Did  you  inform  the  Mayor  that  you  should  hold  the 
city  responsible  ? 

A.  I  don  t  know  that  I  did;  but  I  told  him  I  wanted  to 
find  the  party  whom  I  could  hold  responsible,  and,  for 
that  reason,  I  wished  to  get  the  papers. 
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Q.  Did  he  say  you  could,,  or  would  recover  ? 

A,  He  said  nothing  to  me  about  any  redress;  he  said, 
he  regretted  what  had  taken  place;  that  he  was  commit¬ 
ted,  and  could  not  go  back;  he  said  he  had  consulted  with 
the  Comptroller,  or  some  offieial. 

Q.  Do  you  believe,  on  your  oath,  you  would  have  had 
that  vessel  raised  and  discharged  by  this  time,  if  you  had 
not  been  dispossessed  ? 

A.  I  have  no  earthly  doubt,  but  that  by  the  15th*of 
June,  the  vessel  would  have  been  raised,  and  the  cargo 
taken  out  and  sold;  every  intelligent  man  to  whom  I  have 
exhibited  the  plan,  has  confirmed  it,  by  admitting  its  fea¬ 
sibility;  I  used  nature,  not  art;  I  have  no  more  doubt  that 
I  would  have  accomplished  this,  than  that  the  sun  will 
rise  to-morrow;  I  have  raised  more  than  fifty  vessels  in 
this  harbor,  from  the  bottom  of  the  river;  when  I  was  dis¬ 
possessed,  more  than  seven-eighths  of  the  work  in  raising 
the  vessel  was  done;  I  never  undertook  to  raise  a  vessel 
but  what  I  succeeded;  I  raised  the  Swallow,  at  Catskill, 
and  she  was  heavier  than  this;  when  I  was  dispossessed, 
not  one  thousand  dollars  would  have  been  necessary  to 
complete  the  entire  job  of  raising  her,  discharging  her, 
and  finishing  the  whole  proceeding;  discharging  her  was 
a  part  of  my  contract;  I  was  to  raise  her,  discharge  her, 
and  sell  her;  I  took  out  her  windlass,  and  one  of  her 
chains,  and  other  articles,  to  clear  her  as  a  wreck,  &c. 

Q.  Was  your  contract  in  the  shape  of  salvage,  or  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  money  ? 

A.  My  remuneration  was  to  be  salvage,  which  was 
agreed  upon,  both  as  to  cargo  and  to  vessel. 

Q.  If  you  had  succeeded,  not  one  cent  could  have  been 
called  for  from  the  city. 
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A.  No,  sir;  I  never  expected  it;  I  never  felt  more  ag¬ 
grieved  in  my  life  than  when  I  was  thus  robbed  of  my 
hard  earnings. 

Q.  About  what  amount  are  you  the  sufferer,  as  the  mat¬ 
ter  now  stands  ? 

A.  As  near  as  I  can  estimate,  it  is  six  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Do  you  intend  to  make  any  effort  to  collect  that 
six  thousand  dollars  from  the  parties  who  dispossessed 
you? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  mean  to  get  all  the  vessel  and  cargo 
was  worth  when  she  was  taken  from  me;  I  am  able  to 
carry  on  a  suit. 

Q.  Who  are  the  responsible  parties,  as  you  believe,  that 
dispossessed  you  ? 

A.  As  I  am  at  present  advised,  the  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  Street  Commissioner  that  you  should 
be  made  sound  if  you  could  do  so. 

A.  I  made  him  understand  that  I  was  in  pursuit  of  the 
responsible  parties,  against  whom  I  could  make  good  my 
loss. 

Q.  Do  you  also  intend  to  make  claim  for  this  brig  that 
is  sunk  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  some  one  should  pay  for  this  be¬ 
side  myself ;  I  don’t  think  I  should  be  interfered  with, 
and  then  made  to  pay  the  consequences;  I  mean  to  be 
made  sound  for  all  the  losses  I  have  suffered  in  connection 
with  the  Joseph  Walker,  by  reason  of  this  dispossession 
or  interference,  and  I  esteem  the  Corporation  of  New 
York  the  responsible  party  to  me. 

Q.  Is  it  your  intention  to  commence  a  suit  at  law  against 
the  Corporation,  to  recover  it? 
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A.  Yes,  sir;  as  at  present  advised.  The  Mayor  admit¬ 
ted  to  me  that  the  proceeding  was  wrong  as  against  me, 
and  that  he  regretted  it;  that  he  was  deceived;  that  he 
had  been  informed  I  had  abandoned  her;  I  told  him  I  had 
not  done  so,  and  he  said  he  was  very  sorry;  but  it  was  too 
late  to  remedy  it;  that  he  had  made  a  contract  and  should 
not  recall  it;  I  asked  him  if  he  couldn’t  rectify  a  mistake 
he  admitted  he  had  made;  he  said  he  shouldn’t  do  it.  After 
Mr.  Jones  got  this  contract,  he  then  very  materially  al¬ 
tered  his  tone,  and  said  he  was  surprised  that  I  had  the 
impudence  to  be  there;  that  1  had  no  right  to  be  there. 
This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  been  bluffed;  this  is  the 
greatest  piece  of  inland  piracy  I  ever  heard  of. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next, 
August  7, 1855,  at  two  o’clock,  p.m. 


Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on  removal  of  the 
wreck  Joseph  Walker. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  August  7,  1855. 

Present — Alderman  Ely,  Chairman ,  Alderman  Yoor- 
his. 

James  Murphy  sworn: 

I  am  one  of  the  firm  of  Pease  &  Murphy. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  call  [on  any  of  the  heads  of  depart¬ 
ment  in  relation  to  the  Joseph  Walker? 

A.  No,  sir;  but  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  James 
Eurey,  Street  Commissioner,  on  the  subject. 

Q.  What  did  you  state  to  him  in  regard  to  the  Joseph 
Walker? 
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A.  Mr.  Furey  asked  me  if  I  would  undertake  to  raise 
her;  he  said  he  was  advised  by  the  Mayor  to  get  estimates; 
I  told  him  it  was  not  in  my  line  of  business;  he  asked  me 
if  I  knew  parties  who  did  such  work;  I  said  I  did;  and  I 
made  a  proposition  to  him  in  behalf  of  the  Floating  Dock 
Company. 

Q.  Did  you  name  any  sum  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  nine  thousand  dollars;  I  handed  my  propo¬ 
sition  into  Mr.  Furey  in  writing,  and  written  by  Mr.  But- 
terworth,  who,  I  believe,  is  president  of  the  company;  for 
this  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  they  were  to  remove 
the  wreck  to  such  place  as  might  be  designated;  he  teld 
me  to  hold  on  a  few  minutes  and  he  would  take  it  over  to 
the  Mayor. 

Q.  Did  he  subsequently  inform  you  that  he  had  seen  the 
Mayor  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  he  came  right  back  from  the  Mayor’s  office 
and  told  me  the  contract  was  given  out.  I  can’t  tell  from 
any  memorandum  or  data  what  day  this  was. 

Q.  Who  did  Mr.  Furey  say  the  arrangement  was  made 
with  ? 

A.  He  told  me  the  Mayor  had  given  out  the  contract  to 
W.  R.  Jones.  I  have  never  been  to  see  the  vessel  since 
she  has  been  sunk,  and  do  not  know  her  situation. 

Thomas  Doyle,  Thomas  J.  Owen  and  Edward  Minturn, 
and  the  representatives  of  Mrs.  Catharine  Mitchell  and 
Wm.  Hitchcock,  were  called  and  did  not  appear. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
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the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  re¬ 
moval  of  the  wreck  Joseph  Walker. 

New  York,  October,  1855. 

BEEVES  E.  SELMES, 

Assistant  Clerk  to  Board  of  Aldermen , 

and  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  No.  39. 


BOABD  OF  ALDEBMEN, 

OCTOBER  18,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Comptroller,  on  a  resolution 
asking  for  payments  and  receipts  on  account  of  Streets 
Opening,  Paving,  &c.,  with  documents  attached,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Department  op  Finance,  Comptroller’s  Office, 
New  York,  October  17, 1855. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Comptroller,  in  answer  to  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  to  this  Board,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  pre¬ 
pared,  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  that  have  been  paid 
out  of  the  city  treasury,  since  January  1, 1853,  on  account 
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of  public  works,  tbe  expense  of  which  is  payable  by  assess¬ 
ment  upon  the  property  benefited,  or  supposed  to  be  bene¬ 
fited  by  the  improvements  made;  coupled  with  a  statement 
of  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the 
same  improvements,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  exhibit  how 
much  more  has  been  paid  out  on  such  work  than  has  been 
refunded  through  the  Bureau  of  the  Collector  of  Assess¬ 
ments,  specifying  the  amount  paid  and  the  amount  received 
upon  each  job  or  contract  separately,  and  giving  the  names 
ef  the  parties  in  whose  favor  the  disbursing  warrants  were 
drawn.” 

Respectfully  submits  the  following 
REPORT: 

Annexed  to  this  report  and  marked  “  A,”- is  a  transcript 
from  the  auditor’s  books,  of  all  payments  from  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  “  Streets  Paving,”  Streets  Opening,”  &c.,  com¬ 
mencing  January  10,  1853,  and  ending  October  1, 1855, 
embracing  a  period  of  two  years  and  nine  months. 

The  payments  embraced  in  statement  A,  include  all  sums 
advanced  by  the  city  for  opening  streets,  and  all  sums  paid 
for  grading,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  paving  and  flagging 
streets,  building  sewers,  filling  sunken  lots,  fencing  lots, 
wells  and  pumps,  and  all  sums  where  the  expense  is  paid 
by  assessment. 

The  following  tables,  made  up  from  the  books  in  the 
Finance  Department,  show  the  sums  expended  on  the 
several  objects  and  the  sums  collected,  from  January,  1853, 
to  September  1,  1855-  The  sums  paid  on  account  of  sew¬ 
ers  are  included  in  the  item  of  ‘  Streets  Paving.”  It  is  in- 
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tended,  in  the  next  annual  estimate  to  recommend  a  dis¬ 
tinct  appropriation  for  sewers,  and  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Department  has  already  furnished  such  estimate,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Comptroller,  for  the  year  1856.  The  amount 
estimated  for  sewers  is  $388,000. 


Payments  on  Trust  Account,  to  be  reimbursed  by  assessments,  from  1st 
January,  1853,  to  1st  September,  1855. 


Heads  of  Accounts. 

Year  1853. 

Year  1854. 

Year  1855, 
to  Sept.  1. 

Total. 

Streets  Paving, . 

$943,101  95 

$1,127,080  75 

$772,197  54 

$2,842,380  24 

Streets  Opening, . 

247,384  00 

281,857  49 

858,658  62 

1,387,900  11 

Interest  on  Assessment,. . . . 

29,867  76 

9,998  03 

7,472  12 

47,337  91 

Liens  on  Lots, . 

38,558  47 

8,383  89 

399  86 

47,342  22 

Fencing  Vacant  Lots, . 

213  53 

1,333  07 

1,909  83 

3,456  43 

Wells  and  Pumps, . 

905  13 

679  43 

895  00 

2,479  56 

$1,260  030  84 

$1,429,332  66 

$1,641,532  97 

$4,330,896  47 

Receipts  on.  Trust  Account,  by  collections  from  assessment,  from  1st  Jan¬ 
uary,  1853,  to  1st  September,  1855. 


Heads  of  Accounts, 

Year  1853. 

Year  1854. 

Year  1855, 
to  Sept.  1. 

Total. 

Streets  Paving, . 

$689,186  35 

$450,891  73 

$639,920  20 

$1,779,998  28 

Streets  Opening, . 

219,264  68 

138,426  21 

663,354  04 

1,021,044  93 

Interest  on  Assessment,. . . . 

33,740  43 

14,776  74 

18,103  16 

66,620  33 

Liens  on  Lots, . 

23,501  09 

7,464  33 

3,372  21 

34,337  63 

Fencing  Vacant  Lots, . 

2,082  40 

1,016  81 

348  99 

3,448  20 

Wells  and  Pumps, . 

1,167  18 

198  28 

167  69 

1,533  15 

$968,942  13 

$612,774  10 

$1,325,266  29 

$2,906,982  52 
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The  statement  annexed,  and  marked  “  B,”  has  been 
obligingly  furnished  by  the  Collector  of  Assessments,  at 
the  request  of  the  Comptroller,  and  shows,  in  each  case — 

1.  The  title  of  the  assessment. 

2.  The  date  of  confirmation. 

3.  The  amount  confirmed. 

4.  The  amount  collected  in  each  case. 

5.  The  amount  returned  to  the  Clerk  of  Arrears. 

The  footings  of  the  statement  of  the  Collector  of  As¬ 
sessments  are  as  follows: 

Total  amount  confirmed, . $3,695,431  52 

Total  amount  collected, . $2,276,306  68 

The  amount  returned  to  Bureau 

of  Arrears, .  384,588  64 

$2,660,895  32 

Difference, . . . $1,034,536  20 

As  statement  B  is  made  up  from  the  assessment  list 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Collector  of  Assessments,  and 
from  the  collections  made  under  these  assessments,  it  is 
presumed  that  the  difference  above  stated  will  be  made  up 
by  the  balances  uncollected  on  assessments,  which  have  not 
been  twelve  months  in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  and 
which  consequently  are  not  yet  returnable  by  the  act 
organizing  the  Bureau  of  Arrears. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Comptroller. 
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S.  Herriman, . 

R.  T.  Johnson, . 

James  E.  Coulter, . 

Augustus  Winans . . 

Jacob  Brush, . 

John  Poole, . 

James  Duke, . 

S.  Pomeroy, . 

F.  Gillen, . 

G.  Yan  Winkle, . 

W.  Rowland, . 

George  Harvey, . 

C.  Turner, . 

George  Pershine, . 

John  Irving, . 

J.  Wolfe, . 

J.  Bachanor, . 

W.  Eccles, . 

W.  McManus, . 

T.  II.  Ferris, . 

W.  J.  McGee, . 

R.  W.  Looke, . 

T.  Phelan, . 

!A.  Stevens, . 

Edward  Roche, . 

i 

I 

Ins.  sewer,  Rutgers  street  from  East  river, . 

“  47th  street,  8th  and  9th  avenues. . . . 

“  8th  avenue,  54th  to  59th  street . 

“  3d  avenue,  44th  to  49th  street . 

“  Charlton  street, . 

“  48th  street,  8th  and  9tli  avenues . 

“  51st  street,  3d  and  4th  avenues . 

“  41st  street,  2d  and  3d  avenues . 

“  Barrow  and  Bleecker  streets .  . 

“  29th  street,  9th  to  10th  avenue, . 

“  37th  street,  10th  and  11th  avenues . 

“  Whitehall  street.- . 

Ins.  nav.  10th  avenue,  35th  to  45th  street . 

Ins.  reg.  79th  street,  Broadway  and  10th  avenue. .  - . 

“  Beckman  street . 

Ins.  c.  &  g.  47th  street,  8th  and  10th  avenues . i 

“  82d  street,  2d  and  4th  avenues . ! 

Ins.  reg.  48th  street,  10th  avenue  to  H.  river . 

“  8th  avenue,  section  C . i 

“  51st  street,  East  river  to  North  river . 

“  78th  street,  3d  avenue  to  5th  avenue . j 

“  '  90th  street,  3d  avenue  to  4th  avenue . 

Ins.  c.  &  g.  Houston  street,  &c . 

Ins.reg.52d  street,  11th  avenue  to  H.  river . 

“  57th  street,  3d  to  5th  avenue . 

J 
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§ss§ 

§  pi 


3573 

3574 

3575 

3576 

3577 

3578 

3579 

3580 

3581 

3582 

3583 

3589 

3590 

3591 

i  a oyz 

3593 

3594 

3595 

3596 

3597 

3598 

3599 

3600 

3601 

3605 

3606 

3607 

3608 

Daniel  Reynolds, . 

Jacob  Demarest . 

Do  . 

Do  . 

Inglis  &  Wasson, . 

J.  McDermott, . 

Do  . 

James  Stephens, . 

John  Meehan, . 

J.  W.  Miller, . 

Harvey  Hart, . 

Thomas  Riley, . 

afe::::::::::: 

l  nomas  uraay, . 

Do  . 

Do  . 

Charles  Devlin, . 

Hugh  McCabe, . 

Cornelius  Smith, . 

William  Joyce, . . 

Peter  Gibney . 

Charles  Turner, . 

Total  amount  of  this  pay, . 

Aaron  J.  Yanderpool, . 

Do  . 

Edmund  Griffen, . 

Do  . 

Flagging  west  side  9th  avenue,  31st  and  32d  streets,. . . . 

“  south  side  29th  street,  2d  and  3d  avenues . 

“  28th  street,  10th  and  11th  avenues . 

“  east  side  1st  avenue,  3d  and  6th  streets . 

north-east  cor.  14th  street  and  Irving  place, . . . 
“  north-east  cor.  27th  st.  and  3d  ave.  to  P.  S.,. . 

“  west  side  10th  avenue,  33d  and  36th  streets, . . 

“  cross-walks,  125th  street,  6th  and  7th  avenues, 

Paving,  &c.,  46th  street,  Broadway  and  6th  avenue, _ 

Regulating  128th  street,  4th  and  8th  avenues . 

Sewer,  Eldridge  and  Hester  streets, . 

“  Eldridge  and  Hester  streets, . 

“  Bow'ery,  Rivington  and  Stanton  streets, . 

“  Twenty-second  street  and  Second  avenue, . 

“  Mercer,  Prince  and  Houston  streets, . 

“  Hester,  Eldridge  and  Forsyth  streets,  . . 

“  Bayard,  Bowery  and  Chrystie  streets, . 

“  Broadway,  25tli  and  26tli  streets, . 

“  Allen,  Hester  and  Walker  streets, . 

“  Elm,  Grand  and  Howard  streets, . 

“  Henry,  Clinton  and  Montgomery  streets, . 

“  Hester  street,  Orange  and  Mott  streets, . 

Amount  paid  on  claim  of  Reynolds,  &c . 

,  Regulating  86th  street,  11th  avenue  and  H.  river, . J 
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1 

I 

s 

Jacob  Shute, . 

W.  E.  Noble, . 

R.  Ellis, . 

0.  Jones . 

J.  L.  Smith, . 

H.  J.  Armstrong,  . . 

John  Donnell, . 

J.  Gr.  Sloat . 

W.  Hoffmire, . 

J.  J.  Adair, . 

J.  Bachanor, . 

R.  D.  Pershine,  .... 

M.  Murray, . 

Walter  Brady, . 

T.  H.  Ferris, . 

D.  Hurley, . 

W.  J.  McGee, . 

D.  Shea, . 

E.  Roach, . 

James  Coslo, . 

J.  Wolfe, . 

J.  Cannon, . 

W.  Eccles, . 

W.  Webb, . 

W.  O’Keefe, . 

1 

i 

Inspector,  sewer,  44th  street,  10th  avenue  and  H.  river,., 1 
“  49th  street,  2dave.,  &  53d street,  3dave.,! 

“  33d  street,  8th  and  9th  avenues, . 

“  44th  street,  6th  avenue  and  42d  street,  . 

Inspector,  regulating  59th  street,  5th  ave.  and  Broadway, 
“  4th  avenue,  79th  and  92d  streets,. . . 

Inspector,  filling  14th  street,  1st  avenue  and  Avenue  A,. . 
Inspector,  regulating  51st  st.  3d  av.,  &  39th  st.  1st  &  2d  av., 
“  70th  street,  10th  avenue  and  H.  river 

“  116th  street, 8th  avenue  to  H.  river,. 

Inspector,  c.  &g.  82d  street,  2d  and  4th  avenues . 

Inspector,  regulating  79th  street,  10th  avenue  &  B’way,. 

“  36th  street,  10th  avenue  and  H.  R.,; 

Inspector,  filling  114th  and  123d  streets,  and  Ave.  A,. .  . 

Inspector,  reg.  51st  street,  East  river  and  3d  avenue, - 

Inspector,  filling  3d  avenue,  51st  and  52d  streets, . ! 

Inspector,  regulating  78th  street,  3d  and  5th  avenues, . . . 

‘  79th  street,  5th  avenue  and  East  river,! 

“  57th  street,  3d  and  5th  avenues, . 

“  53d  street,  3d  and  6th  avenues, . 

Inspector,  flagging  39th  street,  10th  avenue  and  H.  river 
Inspector,  regulating  45th  street,  9th  and  10th  avenues,.’ 
Inspector,  regulating  48th  street,  10th  avenue  to  H.  R., . 
Inspector,  filling  44th  and  45th  streets,  10th  &  11th  aves., 
Paving,  &c.,  42d  street,  3d  and  5th  avenues, . ! 

DATE. 

1855. 
an’y  10, 1 
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J.  G.  Sloat, . 

W.  Brady, . 

J.  B.  Halsey, . 

J.  J.  Adair, . 

W.  Hoffmire, . 

G.  D.  Pershine, . 

H.  J.  Armstrong, . . . 

M.  Murray . 

0.  J.  Kinsley, . 

D.  Hurley, . 

W.  J.  McGee, . 

T.  McKiernan, . 

J.  M.  Dunlap, . 

D.  Shea . 

E.  Roach, . 

T.  Riley, . 

J.  Wolfe, . 

T.  Byrnes, . 

J.  Cannon, . 

H.  O’Brien, . 

T.  H.  Ferris, . 

J.  Maher, . 

i 

1 

Inspector,  sewer  Forty-fourth  street, . „ . . 

“  Forty-fourth  street, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Fifty-first  and  Thirty-ninth  sts.,  . .  . 

Inspector,  filling  114th  and  123d  streets, . 

Inspector  "regulating  Fifty-fifth  street, . 

One  hundred  and  sixteenth  street, . 

Seventieth  street, . 

“  Seventy-ninth  street, . 

“  Fourth  street, . 

“  Thirty-sixth  street, . 

“  Fifty-first  street, . 

Inspector,  filling  Third  avenue, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Seventy-eighth  street, . 

Inspector,  filling  Fortieth  and  Forty-first  streets, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Eiffhtv-sixth  street, . 

“  Seventy-ninth  street, . 

“  Fifty-seventh  street, . 

Inspector,  filling  Avenues  A  and  B, . 

Inspector,  flagging  Thirty- ninth  street, . 

Inspector,  regulating •  ™7=th  street,  ............ 

Inspector,  rounding  corners,  Broadway, . . 1 

Inspector,  regulating  Fifty-first  street, . 

Inspector,  paving  Thirty-second  street, . 

•  hr . . . . . 
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J.  B.  Mulligan, . 

J.  J.  Adair, . 

W.  Hoffmire, . 

J-  Eagan, . 

T.  Byrnes, . 

W.  McManus, . 

W.  O’Keefe, . 

H.  Ryer, . 

H.  Mooney, . 

P-  Murphy, . 

D.  Shea, . 

H.  O’Brien, . 

J.  Cannon, . 

E.  Roach, . 

J.  Maher,  ......... 

T.  McKiernan, . 

J.  Ferris, . 

T.  Riley, . 

D.  Eagan, . 

W.  Webb, . 

J.  Coslo, . 

P.  Gorman, . 

T.  H.  Ferris, . 

J.  L.  Smith, . 

J.  Donnell . 

t 

I 

Inspector,  regulating  and  filling  56th  and  57th  streets,  . . 

“  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  street, . 

“  Seventieth  street, . 

“  Sixty-third  street, . . 

Inspector,  flagging  Thirty-third  and  Fifty-third  streets, . . 

“  paving  Forty-second  street, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Fifty-fifth  street, . 

Inspector,  flagging  Monroe  street, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Seventy-ninth  street, . 

“  rounding  corners  Broadway, . 

Inspector,  regulating  Forty-fifth  street, . 

Inspector,  paving  Thirty-second  street, . 

“  filling  Fortieth  and  Forty-first  streets, . 

“  flagging  Cannon  street, . . . 

“  flagging  Twenty-eighth  street, . 

“  filling  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-fifth  streets,  . . . 

Inspector,  regulating  Fifty-third  street, . ! . . .  . 

“  Fifty-first  street,  . . . 

“  Fifty-ninth  street, . 

Inspector,  flagging  Broadway, . 

w 

3  1 
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P.  Murphy, . 

B.  S.  Dewey, . 

H.  O’Donnell, . 

T.  McKiernan, . 

Edward  Roach, . 

F.  McBarron, . 

John  Donnell, . 

T.  O’Riley, . 

W.  Webb, . 

John  Irving . 

J.  M.  Dunlap, . 

E.  A.  Ware, . 

J.  L.  Smith, . 

John  J.  Fowler, . 

W.  D.  Swart, . 

W.  O’Keefe, . 

P.  Gorman, . 

c.ItSer,’.:::::: :::: 

J.  Coslo, . 

J.  Ferris, . 

P.  Werner, . 

D.  Eagan, . 

H.  O’Brien, . 

D.  Shea . 

Joseph  Maher, . 

H.  Mooney, . 

W.  McManus, . 

James  Liddy,  ....... 

James  Egbert, . 

J.  J.  Adair . 

“  “  flagging  Monroe  and  Cherry  streets, . 

“  regulating  3d  avenues,  44th  and  61st  streets, . . 

Inspector,  filling  36th  &  37th  streets,  7th  &  8th  avenues, 

“  40th  and  41st  streets,  9th  and  10th  aves., 

Inspector,  regulating  57th  street,  3d  and  5th  avenues,  . . . 

“  paving  Broadway,  45th  and  50th  streets, . 

“  flagging  Broadway,  34th  and  39th  streets, .... 

regulating  50th  street,  5th  &  Lexington  aves., 
“  filling  44th  and  45th  streets,  10th  &  11th  aves., 

“  repaving  Renwick  street, . 

Inspector,  regulating  86th  street,  3d  avenue  and  E.  river., 

“  52d  street,  4th  avenue  and  East  river,  . . 

“  59th  street,  5th  avenue  and  Broadway, . 

“  11th  avenue,  25th  and  31st  streets, . 

“  11th  avenue,  25th  and  31st  streets, . 

Inspector,  paving,  &c.,  42d  street,  3d  and  5th  avenues,  . . 
Inspector, regulating  54th  street,  9th  and  10th  avenues,. 

“  63d  street,  5th  and  6th  avenues, . 

“  52d  street,  6th  avenue  and  Broadway, . . 

“  53d  street,  3d  and  6th  avenues, . 

Inspector,  flagging  Cannon,  Broome  and  Grand  streets, . . 

“  23d  street,  7th  and  8th  avenues, . 

“  28th  street,  6th  and  7th  avenues, . 

Inspector,  rounding  corners,  Broadway, . 

regulating  79th  street,  5th  avenue  &  E.  river, . 

“  paving  32d  street,  2d  and  3d  avenues, . 

Inspector,  regulating  8th  avenue,  59th  and  82d  streets,. . 

“  Eighth  avenue,  section  C, . 

Inspector,  work  on  3d  and  4th  avenues, . 

“  paving  32d  street,  1st  and  2d  avenues, . 

Inspector,  regulating  116th  street,  8th  ave.  and  H.  river, 
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William  Humes, . 

Wm.  Gage,  Chas.  J.  Dodge 
and  Charles  McNeill,. . . . 

Peter  H.  Dreyer, . 

George  W.  Smith, . 

N.  Ewen, . 

Edward  Boyle, . 

Robert  J.  Dodge, . 

John  Hemphill, . 

J.  J.  Noble, . 

B.  Delama  ter, . 

Jacob  Shute, . 

H.  A.  Burke, . 

Charles  Jones, . 

F.  N.  Wild, . 

M.  Blanck, . 

T?  TT.lUo 

W  E.  Noble, . 

T.  Gage, . 

C.  H.  Bulkley, . 

R.  Dennison, . 

::::::::::::: 
G.  Mountjoy, . 

R.  R.  Clark, . 

F.  Greig, . 

R.  T.  Johnson, . 

John  Poole, . 

W.  Z.  Rowland, . 

A.  Winans, . 

S.  Herriman, . 

>th  street,  Broadway  and  6th  avenue, . 

assessments  collected, . . . 

drain  Monroe  and  Grand  streets, . 

flagging  3d  avenue,  and  sewer,  25th  st, . 

‘  53d  street,  8th  and  9th  avenues, . 

filling  56th  and  57th  streets,  6th  &  7th  aves., 

flagging  28th  street,  6th  and  7th  avenues, . 

sewer  49th  street,  3d  and  Lexington  avenues,  . 

43d  street,  7th  and  8th  avenues, . 

Amos  and  4th  streets, . 

44th  street,  10th  avenue  and  H.  river,. . 
Lexington  avenue,  36th  and  38th  streets, 
44th  street.  6th  avenue  and  42d  street,. . 
Hester,  Mott  and  Elizabeth  streets,  .... 
Elizabeth  and  Grand  streets,. . . 

;vi  m  |t it-u  i  y  cinu  vjritiuu.  owcctoj.  ......... 

49th  street,  East  river  and  2d  avenue,  . . 

Sullivan  and  Houston  streets,  &c., . 

basin  8th  avenue,  and  sewer  25th  street, 

2d  street,  1st  avenue  and  Bowery, . 

basin  Bowery  and  Houston  street, . 

West,  Beach  and  Laight  streets, . 

sewer  in  79th  street,  5th  avenue  and  E.  river, 
26th  street,  10th  avenue  and  E.  river,  . . 

Essex  and  Grand  streets,  &c., . 

43d  street,  6th  avenue  and  Broadway,. . 
51st  street,  9th  avenue  and  H.  river,. .  . 
37th  street,  10th  and  11th  avenues,  .... 

3d  avenue,  44th  and  49th  streets, . 

33d  street,  2d  avenue  and  East  river,. . . 
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STATEMENT  B. 

Office  of  Collector  of  Assessments,  > 
October  12, 1855.  S 

A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller : 

Dear  Sir: — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  transmit 
to  you  the  Schedule  of  all  Assessment  Lists  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Common  Council,  from  January 
10th,  1853,  to  October  2,  1855;  their  respective  amounts 
which  have  been  collected  on  the  same,  to  October  4th 
1855;  also,  the  amounts  which  have  been  returned  to  the 
Clerk  of  Arrears. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

ISAAC  EDWARDS, 

Collector  of  Assessments. 
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S.  Allen, 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

do. 

S.  Allen . 

R.  McKinnin. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

S.  Allen. 

R.  McKinnin. 

S.  Allen. 

AMOUNT  EEt’d 
TO  CLERK  OF 

ARREARS. 

•  -oi  •  cn  ©  cq  eo  •  ©  'o®«o 

■OrlOOlCOCOOlii  •  ©  •  ©  ©  00  ©  <?q  (M  -CO  •C50'#e0 

•(NMOifljiociioTf  •  ©  •  r-i  oo  ©  co  ©  i—  •  i—  •  oo  -»jr  eo 

■Ht'O  t-  ©  ’  M  ■<OH  ©  •  r-H  •  JL^  ©  ~< 

r-T  r-T  ;  ;  sT  ;  ;  r-T  CO  O 

|) 

^  P 

#1,453  18 
1,209  85 
1,393  19 
1,953  82 
138  86 
129  89 
2,624  31 
12,379  07 
60  27 
134  69 
353  25 
313  61 
1,942  61 
503  04 

41  25 

32  43 

4,433  25 

614  68 

243  76 

3,035  84 

3,727  00 

5,185  29 

5,708  69 

3,485  75 

7,927  44 

AMOUNT  OF  1 

ASSESSMENT.  J 

$1,453  18 
1,330  35 
2,124  20 
3,044  42 
178  33 
183  78 
3,332  85 
14,038  63 
105  07 
134  69 
749  24 
313  61 
2,557  86 
689  06 
139  51 
68  54 
7,395  52 
687  00 
243  76 
3,209  43 

3,727  00 

6,974  31 

9,679  49 

5,630  70 

13.163  51 

1 

§ 

1 

Paving  Thirty-sixtli  street, . . . . 

Regulating  Thirty-seventh  street, . 

Curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  in  85th  street, . 

Sewer  in  Thirty-fifth  street . 

Curb  and  gutter,  and  regulating  Franklin  street, . . 

Flagging  in  Twenty-fifth  street, . 

Regulating  and  flagging  in  Broadway, . 

Grading  and  paving  in  Greenwich  street,  &c., _ 

Fencing  lots  on  Broadway  and  6th  avenue , . 

Reflagging  in  Front  street, . 

Paving  Thirty-eighth  street, . 

Regufatinf  and  paving  Ninth  avenue, . 

Flagging  in  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street, . . 

Well  in  Forty -sixth  street, . 

Fencing  lots  in  Madison  avenue, . 

Regulating  and  paving  in  Sixth  avenue, . 

Flagging,  Ac.,  in  Rivington  street, . 

Flagging  in  Clinton  street, . 

Regulating  and  paving  Thirty-fourth  street, . 

Sewer  in  Division  street, . 

Regulating  and  grading  Forty-fifth  street, . 

Regulating  Tenth  avenue, . 

Grading  One  hundred  and  twentieth  street,. . . 

Sewer  in  Tenth  avenue, . . 

DATE  OF 

CONFIRMATION . 

1853. 

April  23,. 

April  29,. 

May  (  12,. 

April  23.. 

May  •  12,. 

May  23,. 

April  23,. 

December  13,. 

May  (<  12, 

April  k  23,. 

May  20,. 
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DEPUTY  COL ’ll 
OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

R.  McKinnin. 
do. 

J.  Johnson. 

R.  McKinnin. 

do. 

J.  Johnson. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

do. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

do. 

J.  Johnson. 

S.  Allen. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

do. 

AMOUNT  RET’d 
TO  CLERK  OF 
ARREARS. 

H  w 

SS 

$100  25 
1,523  92 
1,311  50 
2,323  12 
1,213  71 
4,266  58 
300  39 
378  50 
25,827  10 
938  37 

174  80 
484  72 
1,510  53 
2,133  95 

3,878  93 

536  10 

492  31 

138  98 

228  43 

3,686  52 

1,597  73 

2,338  43 

151  80 

AMOUNT  OF 

ASSESSMENT. 

$156  43 

1,621  58 

1.738  85 
2,582  89 
1,304  70 

10,941  83 
520  14 

4.739  04 
42,483  24 

963  72 
1,117  46 
320  64 
968  56 
2,132  26 
4,274  99 
5,053  47 
641  71 
1,281  06 
454  22 
138  98 
467  42 

4,343  32 

9,046  91 

3,447  76 

1,625  35 

TITLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

Flagging  in  Mercer  street, . 

Sewer  in  Forty-second  street, . 

“  in  Mercer  street, . 

“  in  Mott  street, . 

“  in  Bowery, . • . 

“  in  Forty-sixth  street, . 

“  in  Twenty-second  street, . 

Regulating  Fifty-third-street, . 

“  Fifty-seventh  street, . 

Sewer  in  Hester  street, . 

Flagging  on  Twenty-sixth  street, . 

Sewer  in  Elizabeth  street, . 

Flagging  in  Fifth  avenue, . 

Regulating  Eighty-fourth  street, . 

Sewer  in  Forty-sixth  street, . 

“  in  Second  avenue, . 

Grading,  and  curb  and  gutter  in  59th  street, . 

Flagging  in  9  th  avenue  and  42d  street, . 

“  in  Mott  street, . 

“  in  Elizabeth  street, . 

Sewer  in  Charlton  street, . 

Regulating,  &c.,  Forty-first  street, . 

Sewer  in  Mulberry  street, . 

Flagging,  &c.,  in  Fifty-fourth  street, . 

DATE  OF 

CONFIRMATION. 

1853.  1 

July  26, . 

■n 

« 

u 

August  8, . 
August  10,. 

December  5,. 
December  15, . 
December  21, . 
December  27, . 

18T 
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SCHEDULE  OF  ASSESSMENT  LISTS  —  ( Continued. ) 


DEPUTY  COL’r 
OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

S.  Allen. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

R.  McKinnin. 

do. 

J.  Johnson. 

do. 

S.  Allen. 

R.  McKinnin 

J.  Johnson. 

|  Allen, 

<  Johnson  & 

(  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

S.  Allen. 

R.  McKinnin. 

J.  Johnson. 

S.  Allen. 

AMOUNT  RET’D 
TO  CLERK  OF 

ARREARS. 

AMOUNT 

COLLECTED. 

(NiONiOCOO^WOiOOOiOtD 

H^^ffl^OOOOOlCOSDO 
■^ococoot-mwoomoaiiN 
©  t-  CO  ©  OiOqeCI^O) 

hnn  i-Tr-T  cor-T  <m~ 

3,046  75 

6,291  75 

779  06 

113,035  19 

2,553  18 

123  68 

1,432  21 

106  19 

11  35 

AMOUNT  OF 
ASSESSMENT. 

$2,591  57 
3,994  53 
10,134  73 
1,109  77 
2,781  87 
4,857  92 
125  04 
1,683  12 
6,372  37 
2,238  34 
4,213  70 
3,456  38 
1,070  68 
55  59 
5,137  27 
13,837  34 
989  15 

388,519  52 

4,031  58 

123  68 

3,149  16 

311  81 

54  31 

TITLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

Flagging  on  Fourteenth  street, . 

Sewer  in  Beekman  street, . 

“  in  Fifty-fourth  street, . 

“  in  Sixth  avenue, . 

“  in  Fifteenth  street, . 

“  in  Thirty-ninth  street, . 

Flagging  in  Houston  street, . 

Sewer  in  Thirty-third  street, . 

Regulating  and  grading  in  Fifty-fifth  street . 

Sewer  in  Macdougal  street, . 

Flagging  in  Thirty-seventh  street, . 

“  and  curb  and  gutter  in  Forty-seventh  st., 

Sewer  in  Bowery, . 

Sewer  in  Bleecker  street, . 

Grading,  &c.,  in  Fifty-first  street, . 

Sewer  in  Barrow  street, . 

Second  avenue,  regulating  and  grading . 

Sewer  in  Forty-eighth  street, . 

Flagging  in  Irving  place, . 

Sewer  in  Forty-first  street, . 

Flagging  in  Tenth  avenue, . 

Fencing  on  Oth^avenue  and  31st  street . 

DATE  OF 

CONFIRMATION. 

1854. 

Sept’r  29, . 

October  23, . 
October  27,. 

Nov’r  25,. 

Nov’r  28,. 
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DOCUMENT  No  40. 


BOAED  OF  ALDEEIEN, 

OCTOBER  22,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner,  transmitting  statement  of  Vault  Permits  granted 
by  him,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to 
be  printed, 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


Street  Commissioner’s  Office, 
October  8,  1855. 

7  o  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

Gentlemen: — The  Street  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  a 
resolution  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Board,  August  6th, 
1855,  in  relation  to  permits  for  vaults  granted  by  him, 
respectfully  submits  the  annexed  schedule  of  the  same, 
and  would  state  that  all  the  moneys  received  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  have  been  deposited,  monthly,  in  the  city  treasury, 
according  to  law,  and  receipts,  in  duplicate,  taken  there¬ 
for,  one  of  which  is  in  possession  of  the  Comptroller. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  FUREY, 

Street  Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT  No.  41. 


BOARD  OF  ALDER  ME  N, 

OCTOBER  22,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  removal  of  blood  and  offal  from  the  city,  was 
received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
together  with  all  the  accompanying  papers. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  report  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  relative  to  the 
removal  of  offal,  &c.,  from  the  city,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  subject  has  been  fully  investigated,  and  your 
Committee  believe  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city  to  advertise  for  a  new  contract  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  and 
further,  to  make  a  complete  settlement  with  Mr.  Reynolds. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  speedy  action  should  be  taken 
to  bring  about  a  settlement,  and  to  make  a  new  contract  , 
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without  any  further  delay;  already,  a  year  has  elapsed 
since  the  settlement  with  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  no  new  con¬ 
tract  has  been  made.  It  is  high  time  one  should  have 
been  made,  and  doubtless  one  would  have  been  made,  be¬ 
fore  this,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Mayor's  veto,  in  July 
last. 

But  out  of  that  veto  has  grown  a  difficulty  which  must 
first  be  removed,  and  that  is,  the  question  whether  Mr. 
Reynolds’  contract  is  not  yet  in  force. 

He  insists  that  it  is,  and  he  asserts  that  his  release  of 
his  contract  was  upon  the  condition  that  the  city  should 
pay  him  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  in  full  for  his 
monthly  earnings,  and  should  purchase  his  property,  at  a 
valuation  to  be  fixed  by  appraisers;  and  now  he  claims, 
that  by  reason  of  the  Mayor’s  veto,  the  city  refuses  to 
carry  out  the  settlement,  and,  therefore,  the  settlement  is 
void,  and  his  contract  is  restored  to  full  force. 

F.  W.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  was  before  your  Committee, 
whose  testimony  is  hereto  attached;  he  says  that  the  ne¬ 
gotiations  heretofore  were  to  have  been  final,  and  the 
agreement  to  be  carried  out  afterward  by  the  respective 
parties.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him  by  your 
Committee,  whether  Mr.  Reynolds,  on  his  part,  had  com¬ 
plied,  in  every  particular,  with  the  terms  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,  he  says:  “  Yes,  I  know  he  has,  for  he  has  acted  under 
my  advice,  and  by  my  immediate  direction,  in  every  step; 
for  instance,  he  surrendered  to  the  Comptroller  his  part 
of  the  agreement  of  April,  1852,  and  indorsed  upon  it  a 
release  of  the  city  from  it;  he  executed  and  delivered  to 
the  Comptroller  a  satisfaction  of  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  Reynolds  had  obtained  against  the  Comp- 
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troller;  he  named  an  appraiser  on  his  part,  and  he  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  Comptroller  a  full  and  particular  inventory  of 
all  the  property  which  he  had  procured  for  the  execution 
of  the  contract;  he  showed  to  the  appraisers  the  property; 
he  paid  his  half  of  the  cost  of  the  appraisal,  and  he  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  Comptroller  the  proper  conveyances,  bills  of 
sale,  assignments,  and  deed  of  all  the  property  appraised; 
and  those  papers  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  from  February  to  July.”  He  further  says:  “  After 
the  Mayor  vetoed  the  resolution,  appropriating  the  money 
to  pay  for  the  property,  we  determined  to  commence  a 
suit  against  the  Corporation,  and  I  sent  to  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  a  demand  for  the  return  of  those  papers,  and  he  re¬ 
turned  them  to  me. 

“  A  suit  has  been  brought  against  the  city,  which  is  now 
pending,  and  in  that  Mr.  Reynolds  demands  to  have  the 
release  of  the  contract  set  aside,  and  the  contract  itself 
restored  to  full  force  and  effect. 

“  The  result  of  that  suit,  and  the  restoration  or  release 
of  the  Reynolds  contract  all  depend  on  the  question 
whether  the  city’s  buying  his  property  was  one  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  settlement,  for  if  it  was,  then  the  city’s  re¬ 
fusing  to  fulfill  the  settlement  necessarily  restores  the 
contract.” 

Alderman  William  Tucker,  who  was  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  who  made  the  settlement,  testified  that,  as  he  con¬ 
sidered  it,  the  basis  of  the  settlement  was  as  follows: 

“  The  Committee  at  first  agreed  to  recommend  the  pay¬ 
ment  to  Mr.  Reynolds  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

« Then  Mr.  Reynolds,  by  his  counsel,  computed  the 
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amount  due  him  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  six  thousand 
dollars.  The  Committee  talked  it  over,  and  finally  agreed 
4  to  split  the  difference,’  and  recommend  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  to  pay  him  eighty-five  thousand  dollars.  The 
Committee  were  also  to  recommend  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  take  Mr.  Reynolds’  apparatus,  Barren  Island,  &c. ; 
but  it  was  no  condition  of  the  settlement  that  the  city 
should  take  them,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  was  to  surrender  his 
contract,  and  give  a  receipt  in  full.  Mr.  Reynolds  bound 
himself  to  sell,  but  the  city  was  not  bound  to  buy.” 

Richard  Mott,  Esq.,  ex-Alderman  of  the  Twenty-first 
Ward,  who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  said  Special 
Committee,  testified  before  your  Committee: 

44  That  the  amount  claimed  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  at  the  time 
of  the  proposed  settlement,  was  about  one  hundred  and 
six  thousand  dollars.  The  Comptroller  seemed  dis¬ 
posed  to  pay  about  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  which 
proposition  Mr.  Reynolds  was  not  willing  to  accede.  The 
Committee  offered  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  afterward 
eighty-five  thousand  dollars;  which  amount  was  accepted 
on  conditions.  Mr.  Reynolds  agreed  to  surrender  up  his 
contract  on  the  Comptroller  paying  him  eighty-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  and  the  city  taking  from  him  his  property, 
employed  in  the  execution  of  his  contract,  at  a  fair  valua¬ 
tion.  This  was  also  agreed  upon  in  the  presence  of  the 
Comptroller,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  understanding,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  report  to  the  Board  a  resolution  to 
buy  the  property  of  Mr.  Reynolds.  A  report  to  this  ef¬ 
fect  was  made  to  the  Common  Council,  and  signed  by  all 
three  of  the  members  of  the  Committee- 

“  The  said  report  contained  a  clause,  in  which  was  stated 


5 


(Doc.  No.  41. 


that  Mr.  Reynolds  had  a  lease  of  Barren  Island  for  ten 
years  to  run,  and  had  fitted  it  up  with  kettles,  buildings, 
&c.,  convenient  for  the  purpose,  and  also  that  a  part  of  the 
settlement  with  him ,  Mr.  Reynolds ,  was  that  he  should  sell 
that  and  the  other  materials  provided  by  him  for  executing  his 
contract ,  to  the  city ,  at  a  fair  valuation. 

The  Committee  insisted  that  the  city  should  become  the 
possessor  of  the  island,  and  they  would  not  make  a  settle¬ 
ment  without  Mr.  Reynolds  would  surrender  the  island,  on 
being  paid  for  on  an  appraisal ,  that  being  the  only  place,  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Committee,  that  the  city  could  ob¬ 
tain  to  deposit  the  materials  that  Mr.  Reynolds  was  tak¬ 
ing  from  the  city,  to  wit:  dead  animals,  offal  &c.,  &c., 

Alderman  C.  H.  Tucker,  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
who  made  the  settlement,  makes  a  statement  which  is  here¬ 
to  attached  fully  confirming  the  explanation  and  testimo¬ 
ny  of  Richard  Mott,  Esq.,  and  declaring  that  the  Comp¬ 
troller  distinctly  recommended,  in  his  communication  of 
July  19,  1854,  the  purchase  of  Barren  Island,  and  all 
other  property  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  con¬ 
tract;  also,  in  a  subsequent  communication,  that  the  Comp¬ 
troller  assures  the  Common  Council,  that  he  has  carried 
out  the  spirit  and  letter  of  his  recommendation  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  by  appointing  Mr. 
James  Horner,  as  one  of  the  appraisers  of  the  property, 
and  further,  that  the  Comptroller,  by  paying  one  half  of 
the  expense  of  said  appraisement,  not  only  recommended, 
consented  and  acquiesced  in  the  arrangement, but  fully  con¬ 
firmed  the  action  of  the  Common  Council,  as  far  as  it  was 
in  his  power  to  do  it. 

The  Committee  in  their  report  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
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men,  (Doc.  57,  of  1854,  p.  1748,)  say  that  it  was  the  reso¬ 
lution  which  they  reported,  and  which  was  adopted  by 
both  Boards,  recognizes  it  as  such,  (passed  28  December 
1854,)  The  Comptroller,  in  his  proposition  for  a  settle¬ 
ment,  dated  July  19,  1854,  says  he  will  recommend  the  city 
to  take  the  property,  &c-,  On  the  14th  of  September’ 
1854,  he  made  a  communication  to  the  Common  Council’ 
that  Reynolds  had  agreed  to  that  proposition,  and  he  sub¬ 
mitted  the  articles  of  settlement  drawn  up  by  the  Counsel 
to  the  Corporation,  and  requested  their  approval.” 

The  fourth  clause  in  those  articles  of  settlement,  “  thus 
recommended  by  the  Comptroller,  was  in  these  words — 
Fourth, — The  said  Reynolds,  shall  assign  and  deliver  to 
the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  the  lease  of 
Barren  Island,  and  all  boats,  horses,  carts  and  other  prop¬ 
erty  actually  used  by  him,  in  the  execution  of  said  con¬ 
tract,  and  actually  necessary  therefor,  &e., 

The  fifth  article,  provides  for  the  appointment  of  ap¬ 
praisers,  and  the  sixth,  says,  the  money  shall  be  paid  in 
August,  1854,  &c.,  and  the  Comptroller  carried  out  the 
agreement  to  purchase,  by  appointing  an  appraiser,  by 
paying  half  the  costs  of  the  appraisement,  and  by  asking 
the  Common  Council  to  appropriate  the  amount  of  the  ap. 
praisal,  so  that  he  might  pay  for  the  property. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  most  probable  that  the 
purchase  of  the  property  was  a  condition  of  the  settle¬ 
ment,  and  if  it  was,  then  Mr.  Reynolds,  is  justified  in 
claiming  the  original  contract,  and  it  is  questionable 
whether  or  not  it  will  be  in  the  powerof  the  Common 
Council,  to  direct  a  new  contract  to  bemade  as  proposed,, 
by  the  resolutions  of  the  Councilmen,  until  Reynold’s 
contract,  shall  have  been  first  canceled. 
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The  Committee,  therefore,  have  endeavored  to  find  a 
a  mode  of  getting  at  a  settlement,  and  which  could  be 
done  at  once  by  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  origi- 
inal  settlement,  but  that  the  Mayor,  refuses  to  do,  on 
the  ground  that  the  city  has  no  right  to  purchase  Barren 
Island. 

Some  other  plan  must  therefore  be  devised,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  concluded  to  recommend  this  as  best  calcu¬ 
lated  to  end  the  contract  and' all  difficulties  under  it. 

Mr.  Reynolds  has  been  executing  the  contract  ever  since 
the  settlement  in  October,  1854.  This  he  has  done  under 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Common  Council  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854,  and  by  the  employment  of  the  City  Inspector, 
who,  in  his  testimony  annexed,  says,  that  i!  in  December, 
1854,  the  Common  Council  directed  me  to  make  tempo¬ 
rary  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  offal,  day  by 
day,  in  the  most  economical  manner,  until  a  contract 
should  be  made.  I  done  so  with  Mr.  Reynolds,  making  a 
verbal  agreement  simply  for  some  twelve  hundred  dollars 
per  month  less  than  the  original  contract  price.  In  J uly 
last,  Mr.  Reynolds  served  me  with  a  written  notice  that 
such  understanding  was  at  an  end,  and  that  he  should 
claim  under  the. original  contract.” 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  your  Committee,  whether  the 
original  contract,  on  file  in  his  department,  had  been  re¬ 
leased  or  discharged,  or  does  it  appear  on  its  face  to  be 
in  full  force,  Mr.  Downing,  said:  “  I  have  no  evidence  of 
its  being  canceled,  other  than  the  action  of  the  Common 
Council  of  1854;  it  appears  upon  its  face  to  be  in  full 
force;  I  have  made  no  requisitions  on  the  original  con¬ 
tract  since  April,  1853,  but  I  have,  since  that  period,  certi- 
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fled  Mr.  Reynolds’  bills  as  being  correct  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract  on  file  in  the  City  Inspector’s  De¬ 
partment.  , 

For  that  service,  Mr.  Reynolds  has  been  paid  up  to 
July  1st,  1855,  twenty-seven  thousand  and  forty-nine  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  cents,  and  at  that  time  there  was  due  to  him, 
on  the  account  of  that  service,  the  further  sum,  according 
to  the  contract,  of  twenty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  There  is  now  due  to  him  in 
the  same  manner,  for  performing  the  contract  in  the  months 
of  July,  August  and  September,  1855,  the  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars;  and  there  will  be 
due,  for  the  like  service,  during  the  current  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  about  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  making 
an  aggregate  for  services  rende  red  for  the  last  thirteen 
months  of  fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  cents. 

Your  Committee  propose  to  pay  ling  that  sum,  and  re¬ 
lease  him  from  the  obligation  to  sell  the  property  to  the 
city,  and  from  any  further  performance  of  tho  contract,  upon 
his  withdrawing  his  suit  and  releasing  the  city  in  full. 

By  adopting  this  course,  the  city  will  be  released  from 
the  obligation  to  take  the  property  at  the  price  of  forty- 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty- 
one  cents,  and  be  released  from  the  obligation  to  pay,  dur¬ 
ing  the  residue  of  the  term  of  the  contract,  viz:  until  24th 
of  April,  185T,  about  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
month,  or  an  aggregate,  for  seventeen  months,  of  ninety - 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  be  fully  at  liber¬ 
ty,  without  further  opposition  or  litigation,  to  carry  out 
the  economical  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Council- 
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The  proposition  of  George  A.  Sckerpf  to  give  the  city 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  removing  all  the  offal,  blood,  bones,  &c.,  from  the  city, 
with  an  addition  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the 
succeeding  four  years,  and  to  take  all  the  property  on  Bar¬ 
ren  Island  at  the  appraised  value;  as  also  the  proposition  of 
L.  R.  Cornell,  who  has  an  island  in  the  vicinity  of  Barren 
Island,  to  take  from  the  city,  free  of  expense,  all  the  sub¬ 
stances  now  removed  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  offering  good 
security  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  obligations,  are  pro¬ 
positions  which  certainly  commend  themselves  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  and  action  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
interests  of  this  city,  inasmuch  as  the  above  named  gen¬ 
tlemen  are  fully  competent  to  carry  out,  pecuniarily  or 
otherwise,  the  conditions  of  their  respective  offers. 

But  it  must  be  as  evident  to  the  Common  Council  as  it 
is  to  your  Committee,  that  the  immediate  subject  under 
consideration,  viz:  a  proper  adjustment  of  the  obligations 
of  the  city  to  Mr.  Reynolds  should  first  receive  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  Committee,  in  order  that  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  may  take  such  action  as  will  afford  an  ample  and 
convenient  opportunity  to  the  acceptance  of  any  proposi¬ 
tion  more  favorable  to  the  well  being  of  the  city  in  re¬ 
spect  both  to  health  and  finance. 

Your  Committee,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  presented,  beg 
leave  to  submit  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  estimates  for  a  con¬ 
tract,  to  continue  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  same  by  the  Common  Council,  for  collect- 
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ing  and  removing  Sead  animals,  offal,  Ac.,  from  the  city, 
in  accordance  with  the  specifications  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Councilmen,  September  21,  1855,  and  herewith  an¬ 
nexed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  draw  his  warrant  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  Win.  B.  Reynolds,  for  the  sum  of  fifty-one  thou¬ 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for 
services  rendered  by  him  to  the  city  in  removing  offal,  Ac., 
from  the  city,  provided  that  said  Reynolds  will  release  the 
city  from  the  obligation  to  purchase  Barren  Island  and 
other  property,  at  the  price  of  forty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  and  a 
release  from  the  obligation  to  pay,  during  the  residue  of  the 
term  of  his  contract,  any  moneys  whatever;  and  that  said 
Reynolds  will  cancel  the  agreement  on  file  in  the  City 
Inspector’s  office,  and  further,  a  full  release  of  all  claims 
against  the  city,  that  he  may  have  for  work  performed  by 
him,  and  growing  out  of  his  contract  to  remove  the  offal 
and  dead  animals  from  the  city;  and  further,  that  said 
Reynolds  will  withdraw  all  suits  against  the  city,  and  pay 
all  expenses  connected  therewith  at  his  own  cost  and  ex¬ 
pense. 


JAMES  R.  STEERS, 
JOHN  H.  BRIGGS. 
W.  B.  DRAKE. 


Special 

Committee. 
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Meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  in  relation  to  the  removal 

of  offal  from  the  city.  October  4,  1855. 

.  Present — Alderman  Steers,  Chairman;  and  Alderman 
Briggs. 

Alderman  Wm.  Tucker,  sworn — I  was  one  of  the  Spe¬ 
cial  Committee,  last  year,  on  this  subject;  I  think  the 
whole  amount  Mr.  Reynolds  claimed  was  one  hundred  and 
six  thousand  dollars;  it  was  said  that  the  Comptroller  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  the  whole  amount;  I  understood  the  Comp¬ 
troller  agreed  to  pay  about  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  if 
Reynolds  would  give  a  receipt  in  full. 

Q.  After  the  Comptroller  refused,  didn’t  Mr.  Reynolds 
refuse  to  do  the  work  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know;  I  know  that  several  communications  were 
sent  in  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  stating  that  the  Comptroller  would 
not  pay,  and  he  must  quit;  I  don’t  know  that  the  Mayor 
and  City  Inspector  ordered  him  to  go  on;  I  don’t  know 
that  the  Board  of  Health  ordered  him  to  go  on;  the 
amount  that  was  figured  up  by  the  Comptroller,  that  was 
due,  according  to  his  construction  of  the  contract,  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  or  sixty- 
six  thousand  dollars;  there  was  then  a  suit,  I  understood, 
of  Reynolds  against  the  city;  the  Comptroller  said  he 
would  give  Reynolds  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  in  full, 
but  Reynolds  said  he  would  take  sixty -five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  on  account,  but  would  not  give  a  receipt  in  full;  the 
Comptroller  refused  to  pay  it  so;  when  the  Committee 
was  appointed,  Judge  Edmonds  was  counsel,  and  he 
figured  it  up,  and  made  it  one  hundred  and  five  thousand 
dollars,  or  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  dollars,  in  full, 
up  to  that  time,  for  every  thing;  the  Committee  stated, 
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that  they  would  recommend  to  the  Comptroller,  to  pay 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  then  Mr.  Reynolds  was  to 
give  a  receipt  in  full. 

Q.  Don’t  you  know  that  Mr.  Reynolds  sued  the  city 
twice,  and  the  Supreme  Court  decided  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Reynolds,  in  each  case,  and  the  Comptroller  paying  the 
interest,  and  costs,  and  charges  to  the  city  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know;  there  was  some  talk  about  it;  Judge 
Edmonds  said,  that. they  couldn’t  settle  in  part,  they  must 
settle  the  whole,  it  must  be  finished  up;  well,  then,  there 
was  forty-two  thousand  dollars  or  forty-three  thousand 
dollars,  between  sixtv-five  thousand  dollars  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  five  thousand  dollars;  the  Committee  talked  it 
over,  and  I  said  to  Alderman  Mott,  let  us  try  and  finish  it 
up,  if  it’s  possible;  I  proposed  to  split  the  difference;  well, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  it,  which  made  eighty-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  or  eighty-six  thousand  dollars;  they  wouldn’t 
entertain  that;  Reynolds  said,  he  would  rather  run  the 
risk  of  it  through  the  courts;  the  offer  of  eighty-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  was,  that  he  should  surrender  the  contract, 
and  give  a  receipt  in  full,  and  discontinue  all  his  suits 
against  the  city;  well,  I  recollect  very  well,  that  Judge 
Edmonds  and  Mott  got  into  a  scrape  and  went  out;  the 
Committee  was  called  together  again  next  day,  and, 
finally,  they  agreed  to  take  about  eighty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars;  that  is,  they  agreed  to  accept  the  Committee’s  offer; 
but  Reynolds  said  then,  that  if  there  was  a  new  contract 
what  would  he  do  with  all  his  apparatus,  Barren  Island, 
&c.  then  it  was  talked  over  in  Committee,  Ac.,  that  the 
City  Inspector  advertise  for  a  new  contract,  and  that  the 
new  contractor  could  take  this  island  and  apparatus  off 
his  hands;  meantime  the  Comptroller,  in  talking  this 
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thing  over,  as  to  taking  these  apparatus,  stated,  that  he 
had  no  money,  and  the  Committee  must  not  make  this  a 
condition  of  the  settlement,  as  he  had  no  money  and  could 
not  pay  for  it;  on  this,  it  was  stated  to  Mr.  Reynolds  that 
the  Committee  could  not  make  this  a  condition  of  the 
terms  of  settlement,  but  they  would  recommend  to  the 
Board,  to  take  the  property,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee;  I  considered  the  bargain  closed  up;  that 
was  considered  final;  we  split  the  difference — he  was  to 
take  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  give  a  receipt  in 
full;  he  wanted  the  money,  and  did  not  wish  to  litigate; 
we  said  we  would  recommend  that  tiie  city  take  his  appa¬ 
ratus,  but  it  was  no  condition  of  settlement;  it  was  a  con¬ 
dition  of  settlement  that  he  should  surrender  his  con¬ 
tract  and  give  a  receipt  in  full. 

Q.  Wasn’t  it  a  part  of  that  settlement,  that  the  city 
should  release  him  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know;  I  don’t  think  it  wms  necessary;  I 
know  he  should  release  the  city,  but  whether  the  city 
should  release  him  I  don’t  know;  the  records  will  tell; 
don’t  know  that  the  Comptroller  appointed  an  ap¬ 
praiser  for  this  property;  I  suppose  he  did;  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  understood;  Reynolds  binds  himself  to  sell,  but  the 
city  is  not  bound  to  buy;  it  was  no  condition  of  settle¬ 
ment  and  surrender  of  contract  that  the  city  should  take 
this  island  and  apparatus,  but  the  Committee  agreed  to 
recommend  to  the  Board  to  do  it,  which  the  Committee 
did  do;  it  is  on  record. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect,  while  the  Committee,  and  the 
Comptroller  and  Edmonds  were  settling,  hearing  the 
Comptroller  say,  that  the  city  would  pay  Mr.  Reynolds  a 
fair  equivalent  for  this  island,  <fcc.  ? 


Doc.  No.  41*) 


14 


A.  The  Comptroller  instructed  the  Committee  not  to 
make  it  a  condition  of  settlement  that  the  city  was  to 
take  the  property. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  that  after  Mr.  Reynolds  received 
this  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  he  refused  to  go  on  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know,  I  think  the  contrary  is  the  fact.  I 
think,  on  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Reynolds’s  contract,  a 
resolution  was  passed,  ordering  the  City  Inspector  to  have 
the  offal  removed,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  was  employed;  the 
record  will  show  all  of  it. 

L.  R.  Cornel affirmed: 

Q.  Have  you  an  island  that  you  can  use  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  offal,  &c.? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  three  miles  beyond  Mr.  Reynolds’; 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Reynolds’  factory. 

Q.  You  have  made  a  communication  to  the  Common 
Council,  offering  to  remove  the  offal  from  the  city  without 
any  expense  to  the  city  government  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  In  that  communication  you  say  for  the  removal  of 
blood  and  bones,  if  protected  by  the  city.  What  do  you 
mean  by  that  ? 

A.  I  mean  by  that,  the  same  protection  that  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds  had  from  the  city;  I  mean  that  my  wagons  and 
carts  shall  be  licensed  the  same  as  his  was,  and  that  other 
carts,  not  licensed,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  take  up  the 
dead  animals,  &c.,  and  that  I  can  have  the  protection  of 
the  police.  I  know  that  the  blood  and  bones  belong  to 
the  butchers;  I  would  make  my  own  arrangements  with 
them  respecting  that;  and  I  am  willing  to  have  the  blood 
and  bones  left  out  of  the  agreement  with  the  city. 
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Q.  Have  you  any  means  or  facilities  for  carrying  off 
this  offal  from  the  city,  such  as  boats,  &c.? 

A.  I  am  ready  to  go  to  work  to-morrow,  if  called  upon 
so  to  do,  saying  that  I  had  the  contract,  and  give  substan¬ 
tial  bondsmen  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  fulfillment  of  the  contract. 

Q.  Would  you  be  willing  to  take  Mr.  Reynolds’  boats, 
<fcc.,  at  a  fair  valuation,  providing  you  had  the  contract? 

A.  My  plhn  of  operations  is  different  from  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds’,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  take  all  his  effects  at  a 
fair  valuation,  that  would  be  of  use  to  me  in  my  opera¬ 
tions.  I  have  a  steamboat  now,  suitable  for  this  purpose, 
although  she  is  in  other  business;  1  am  prepared  to  go  to 
work  at  any  moment. 

Q.  Would  you  be  willing  to  give  the  city  any  equiva¬ 
lent  for  the  privilege  of  taking  away  this  offal  ? 

A.  I  consider  that  under  such  a  contract  I  would  be 
giving  a  large  equivalent.  My  offer  is  made  in  good  faith, 
and  1  am  ready  to  carry  it  out.  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
same  contract  Mr.  Reynolds  has,  with  the  exception  that 
the  city  shall  be  at  no  expense;  if  the  docks  were  covered 
with  a  tight  building  or  shed,  I  would  guranty  that  no  of¬ 
fensive  effluvia  should  arise  therefrom;  I  am  in  possession 
of  a  disinfecting  agent  that  I  think  will  be  beneficial  for 
the  city  to  use  in  warm  weather,  in  infected  places,  which 
I  would  apply  in  the  removal  of  this  offal. 

L.  R.  CORNELL, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  ( 

4th  of  October,  1855.  ) 

James  R.  Steers,  Chairman . 
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Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  contract  of  William  B. 

Reynolds ,  October  2( )th,  1855. 

Present — Aldermen  Steers  and  Briggs. 

Richard  Mott,  Esq.,  called  and  was  sworn. 

Q.  Mr.  Mott,  you  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Reynolds’  contract  of  the  last  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

A.  I  was  with  Mr.  Cummings  H.  Tucker  and  W.  Tucker. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  a  proposition  was  made 
for  a  settlement  of  Mr.  Reynolds’  claim  against  the  city? 

A.  I  recollect  that  a  communication  was  made  by  the 
Comptroller  to  the  Board,  relative  to  the  subject,  and, 
that  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  Board,  I  had  several  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  Comptroller  on  the  subject,  and  he,  the 
Comptroller,  was  desirous  to  have  the  matter  settled 
amicably  between  Mr.  Reynolds  and  the  city;  I  was  also 
a  member  of  a  committee  appointed  previously,  and  the 
committee  broke  up  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Christy  and 
myself  not  being  willing  to  settle  the  claim,  except  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  Comptroller;  I  think  that  the 
Committee  was  composed  of  five  members. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  amount  was  claimed  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  at  the  time  of  the  settlement  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  dollars, 
or  thereabouts. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  amount  the  Comptroller  felt 
disposed  pay  Mr.  Reynolds. 

A.  About  sixty -five  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Reynolds  accede  to  that  proposition  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  he  claimed  the  whole  amount  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  six  thousand  dollars;  I  think  that  the  Commit- 
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tee  offered  eighty  thousand  dollars;  afterward,  eighty-five 
thousand  dollars,  was  agreed  upon. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Reynolds  accept  that  proposition  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  certain  conditions. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  what  those  conditions  were  ? 

A.  Mr,  Reynolds  agreed  to  surrender  up  his  contract 
on  the  Comptroller  paying  him  eighty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  and  the  city  taking  from  him  his  property,  employed 
by  him  in  the  execution  of  his  contract,  at  a  fair  valuation. 
The  Committee,  before  concluding  any  thing,  met  Mr. 
Reynolds  at  the  Comptroller's  office,  and  there  the  action 
of  the  Committee,  so  far,  was  laid  before  the  Comptroller, 
and  it  was  finally  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Comptroller  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  that  Mr. 
Reynolds  should  surrender  his  contract  to  the  city  on  the 
payment  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars;  and,  in  further¬ 
ance  of  this  understanding,  the  Committee  agreed  to  re¬ 
port  to  the  Board  a  resolution  to  buy  the  property  of  Mr. 
Reynolds;  the  Committee  afterward”did  report  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  Common  Council,  according  to  the  agreement, 
as  was  understood  by  the  Committee,  and  Mr.  Reynolds 
and  the  Comptroller. 

Q.  Was  that  report  signed  by  all  three  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ? 

A.  Mr.  C.  H  Tucker,  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  made  the  report,  and  handed  it  to  me,  before  it 
was  signed;  I  took  it  to  the  Comptroller,  and  showed  it 
to  him,  and  it.  was  altered  by  me  to  suit  the  views  of  the 
Comptroller,  and  as  altered,  was  signed  by  all  three  of  the 
Committee. 

Q.  Did  that  report  contain  these  words  ? 
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“  Mr.  Reynolds  has  a  lease  of  that  island  for  ten  years, 
yet  to  run,  and  has  fitted  it  up  with  kettles,  buildings, 
roads  and  dock,  convenient  for  this  purpose.  A  part  of 
the  settlement  with  him  was,  that  he  should  sell  that  and 
the  other  materials  provided  by  him,  for  executing  his 
contract,  to  the  city,  at  a  fair  valnation.” 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  whose  suggestion  was  it  that  the  island  should 
be  sold  ? 

A.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  who  insisted  that 
the  city  should  become  the  possessor  of  the  island,  and  the 
Committee  would  not  make  a  settlement  without  Mr. 
Reynolds  would  surrender  the  island,  on  being  paid  for  at 
an  appraisal.  It  was  a  question  with  ihe  Committee 
whether  the  Comptroller  could  carry  out  the  settlement 
without  the  action  of  the  Common  Council;  on  consulting 
with  him,  it  was  found  that  the  eighty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  could  be  paid  without  the  action  of  the  Common 
Council,  but  that  the  property  could  not  be  purchased 
without  their  action;  therefore  it  was,  the  Committee  re¬ 
ported  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Common 
Council. 

Q.  Is  the  paper  now  presented  to  you  the  original  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee,  signed  by  C.  H.  Tucker,  William 
Tucker  and  yourself. 

A.  It  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  drew  the  report? 

A.  It  was  drawn  up  by  the  procurement  of  the  Chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  C.  H.  Tucker,  and  the  alterations  were  made 
by  me,  before  the  report  was  signed;  the  resolution  at¬ 
tached  to  the  report  was  altered  by  me,  so  as  to  contain 
this  clause,  viz:  that  the  new  contractor  should  take  such 
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portion  of  the  property  only  as  the  city  might  desire  to 
dispose  of,  for  the  reason  that  the  city  ought  not  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  this  island,  that  being  the  only  place,  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  your  Committee,  that  the  city  could  obtain  to 
deposit  the  materials  that  Mr.  Reynolds  was  taking  from 
the  city,  to  wit:  dead  animals,  offal,  <fcc.,  &c. 

RICHARD  MOTT. 

I  have  examined  the  above  statement  of  ex- Alder  man 
Richard  Mott,  and  believe  it  to  be  a  correct  account  of 
our  action,  motives  and  objects,  as  a  Committee,  upon  the 
matters  relating  to  the  contract  with  Mr.  Reynolds,  and 
for  the  full  confirmation  of  which  I  would  refer  the  pres¬ 
ent  Committee  to  the  Comptroller’s  communication  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  dated  July  19,  1854,  where  he  dis¬ 
tinctly  recommended  the  purchase  of  Barren  Island,  and 
all  other  property  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the 
work  under  Mr.  Reynolds’  contract;  also,  his  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  dated  November  29,  1854, 
where  he  says  that  he  has  carried  out  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  his  recommendation,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council,  by  appointing  Mr.  James  Horner  as  one  of  the 
appraisers  of  the  property,  and  congratulates  the  city  in 
the  fortunate  selection  of  a  competent  and  experienced 
man;  also,  to  the  fact  that  the  Comptroller  did  pay  one 
half  of  the  expense  of  said  appraisement;  thus,  not  only 
recommending,  consenting  and  acquiescing  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  but  fully  confirming  the  action  of  the  Committee 
and  the  Common  Council,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
do  it. 


CUMMINGS  H.  TUCKER. 
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Thomas  K.  Downing,  City  Inspector ,  called  and  sworn: 

Question.  Mr.  Downing,  who  is  removing  the  offal  from 
the  city  at  the  present  time? 

Answer.  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Q.  Is  he  doing  it  by  contract? 

A.  He  claims  to  be  working  under  his  original  con¬ 
tract. 

Q.  Have  you,  as  City  Inspector,  made  a  contract  with 
Mr.  Reynolds  to  remove  the  offal,  &c.,  from  the  city? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  instructed  by  the  Common  Council, 
or  any  other  authority,  to  make  provision  for  the  removal 
of  offal  from  the  city  ? 

A.  In  December,  1854,  the  Common  Council  directed 
me  to  make  temporary  arrangements  for  the  removal  of 
the  offal,  day  by  day,  in  the  most  economical  manner, 
until  a  contract  should  be  made;  I  done  so  with  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  making  a  verbal  agreement  simply,  for  some  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  month  less  than  the 
original  contract  price,  In  July  last  Mr.  Reynolds  served 
me  with  a  written  notice  that  such  understanding  was  at 
an  end,  and  that  he  should  claim  under  the  original 
contract. 

Q.  What  action  have  you  taken  in  consequence  of  that 
notice  ? 

A.  I  have  taken  none,  and  have  certified  to  no  bills. 

Q.  Have  you  in  your  possession  the  original  contract 
between  Mr.  White,  the  City  Inspector  and  Mr.  Reynolds, 
bearing  date  of  April,  1852  ? 

A.  I  have  it  on  file  in  the  office. 

Q.  Has  it  in  any  manner  been  released  or  discharged, 
or  does  it  appear  on  its  face  to  be  in  full  force  ? 


21 


(Doc.  No.  41. 


A.  I  have  no  evidence  of  its  being  canceled,  other  than 
the  action  of  the  Common  Council  of  1854;  it  appears 
upon' its  face  to  be  in  full  force. 

Q.  Have  you  drawn  any  requisition  on  the  Comptroller 
under  that  contract  ? 

A.  Yes;  the  last  requisition  drawn  was  in  April,  1853, 
but  was  not '  paid,  but  was  returned  to  me  by  Mr.  Flagg, 
who  stated  that  he  would  not  pay  any  more  under  the 
contract,  until  the  courts  decided  the  validity  of  the  con¬ 
tract;  I  sent  the  requisition,  together  with  the  communi¬ 
cation,  to  the  Common  Council  for  their  action. 

Q.  What  direction  did  the  Common  Council  give  you? 

A.  The  Common  Council  directed  Mr.  Flagg  to  pay 
that  requisition. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  payments  to  Mr.  Reynolds  upon 
that  contract  ? 

A.  Never,  since  April,  1853;  I  have  since  certified  Mr. 
Reynolds’  bills,  as  being  correct,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  contract  on  file  in  the  City  Inspector’s  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Flagg  has  paid  those 
bills  certified  by  you  ? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  whether  he  has  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  requisition  for  the  eighty-five 
thousand  dollars  which  the  Comptroller  paid  on  the  set¬ 
tlement  last  fall ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  consulted  in  the  settlement  by 
Mr.  Flagg,  or  any  body  else. 

THOMAS  K.  DOWNING. 

Judge  Edmonds,  sworn — 

Q.  Was  you  counsel  for  Mr.  Reynolds,  in  the  settlement 
between  him  and  city,  in  relation  to  his  contract  ? 
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A.  Yes;  and  I  conducted  the  negotiations  entirely  on 
his  part;  the  only  persons  present  were  the  three  members 
of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Reynolds  and  myself,  unless  there 
was  a  secretary  to  the  Committee. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  the  '  negotiations  at  that  time,  a 
final  settlement? 

A.  Yes;  it  was  a  final  agreement  to  settle,  afterward 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  respective  parties  ? 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Reynolds,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge, 
complied  in  every  particular  with  that  agreement  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  know  he  has,  for  he  has  acted  under  my  ad¬ 
vice  and  by  my  immediate  direction,  in  every  step;  for 
instance,  he  surrendered  to  the  Comptroller  his  part  of 
the  agreement  of  April,  1852,  and  indorsed  upon  it  a  re¬ 
lease  of  the  city  from  it;  he  executed  and  delivered  to  the 
Comptroller  a  satisfaction  of  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  Reynolds  had  obtained  against  the  Comp¬ 
troller;  he  named  an  appraiser  on  his  part,  and  he  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Comptroller  a  full  and  particular  inventory 
of  all  the  property  which  he  had  procured  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  contract;  he  showed  to  the  appraisers  the 
property;  he  paid  his  half  of  the  cost  of  appraisal,  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Comptroller  the  proper  conveyances,  bills 
of  sale,  assignments,  and  deeds  of  all  the  property  ap¬ 
praised;  and  those  papers  remained  in  the  possession  of 
the  Comptroller  from  February  to  July. 

Q.  Who  has  the  possession  of  those  papers  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  ? 

A.  I  have;  they  are  all  ready,  duly  executed,  and  ready 
to  be  delivered  at  any  moment. 

Q.  How  did  you  regain  posssession  of  those  papers  ? 

A.  After  the  Mayor  vetoed  the  resolution  appropriating 
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the  money  to  pay  for  the  property,  we  determined  to  com¬ 
mence  a  suit  against  the  Corporation,  and  I  sent  to  the 
Comptroller  a  demand  for  the  return  of  those  papers,  and 
he  returned  them. 

Q.  Have  you  brought  a  suit,  and  what  for  ? 

A.  We  have  brought  a  suit  against  the  city,  to  set 
aside  the  settlement,  and  to  enforce  the  original  contract 
for  its  full  term,  which  will  not  expire  until  April  1857, 
and  in  that  suit  we  claim  to  be  paid — first,  twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  for  arrears  due  Reynolds  at  the  time  of  the  settle¬ 
ment:  second,  about  one  thousand  dollars,  expenses  we 
were  put  to  for  making  the  appraisal;  third,  thirteen 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  arrears  of  monthly  dues, 
from  the  time  of  settlement  until  the  first  of  July  last; 
fourth,  about  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for 
our  monthly  dues,  of  July,  August  and  September,  of  this 
year.  We.  claim  also,  that  the  satisfaction  piece  in  the 
Supreme  Court  should  be  set  aside;  and  we  make  these 
claims  on  this  ground,  that  the  city  has  not  carried 
out  the  settlement,  by  refusing  to  pay  for  the  property, 
on  releasing  Mr.  Reynolds  from  the  contract. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  you  was  present  at  the  settle¬ 
ment,  please  state  what  your  understanding  was,  in  regard 
to  its  conditions. 

A.  I  will  answer  briefly,  that  I  have  heard  the  testi¬ 
mony  given  by  Alderman  Mott,  on  this  occasion,  and  my 
recollection  agrees  precisely  with  his,  and  I  am  the  more 
confident  that  I  am  correct  in  this  recollection  for  these 
reasons;  we  were  brought  together  by  a  letter  from  the 
Comptroller  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  the  19th  of  July,  and 
that  letter  was  accompanied  by  a  written  contract,  drawn 
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up,  as  the  Comptroller  said,  by  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  at  his  request,  in  which  contract  it  was  specified 
that  Reynolds  should  sell,  and  the  city  should  pay  for  the 
lease  of  Barren  Island,  and  the  other  property;  and  that 
agreement  was  accepted  by  Reynolds,  by  a  letter  to  the 
Comptroller,  dated  the  12th  of  September,  in  which  he 
said,  I  will  accept  the  proposition  and  sign  the  agree¬ 
ment  annexed,  as  prepared  by  the  Comptroller,  on  these 
conditions:  first,  that  the  arrearages  should  be  paid  im¬ 
mediately,  and  the  value  of  the  property  be  paid  in  the 
month  of  October.  There  is  another  reason  why  I  think 
I  am  right,  and  that  is  the  fact  mentioned  by  Alderman 
Mott  that  it  was  thought  that  the  whole  settlement  could 
be  carried  out  without  going  to  the  Common  Council. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS. 

Mr.  Scherpf. 

New  York,  11th  October,  1855. 

The  proposition  given  to  the  Aldermen  he  adheres  to- 
Is  a  chemist  by  profession,  has  been  so  all  his  life-time. 
Is  willing  to  give  the  city  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year 
for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  removal  of  all  offal,  blood 
bones,  Ac.  from  the  city,  with  an  addition  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  a  year  for  four  years;  also  is  willing  to  give 
any  reasonable  security  to  fulfill  the  contract. 

Would  be  willing  to  take  all  of  Reynolds’  property  on 
Barren  Island,  on  the  appraised  value,  by  competent  per¬ 
sons,  to  be  appointed,  one  by  Mr.  Scherpf,  one  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  one  by  the  city,  or  by  the  other  two. 

GEO.  H.  SCHERPF. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  11th  Oct.,  1855. 

J.  R.  Steers. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  the  Board 

of  Aldermen  on  the  Offal  Contract: 

Gentlemen: — You  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  I  have 
had,  a  year  ago,  already,  communications  with  the  Honor¬ 
able  A.  C.  Flagg,  Comptroller,  in  relation  to  the  offal 
contract,  and  by  his  request  examined  the  circumstances 
and  the  question  whether  and  how  it  could  be  brought 
about  that  this  city  should,  like  all  large  cities  in  Europe, 
be  not  only  relieved  from  all  expense,  but  also  derive  an 
income  from  the  collection  of  dead  animals  and  such 
butchers’  offal  as  is  not  an  object  of  regular  trade. 

The  result  of  my  investigations  into  this  matter  was  the 
conviction,  founded  upon  reasons  which  I  shall,  perhaps, 
have  yet  occasion  to  lay  more  amply  before  the  Honorable 
Common  Council,  that  this  could  not  be  done  immediately, 
but  that  it  was  time  to  prepare  the  way  for  it. 

Encouraged  by  Mr.  Flagg,  I  formed  the  resolution  to 
make,  whenever  the  matter  would  be  brought  to  its  legal 
issue,  by  advertisement  and  award  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
to  the  city,  a  proposition  of  such  a  nature,  that  at  a  certain 
time  from  now  the  city  would  be  relieved  of  ail  expense, 
and  after  a  second  period,  receive  an  income  from  it,  in¬ 
creasing  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  by  offering  the  con¬ 
tract  to  the  highest  bidder,  obligating  myself  to  make 
over,  at  a  fair  and  just  valuation,  the  whole  establishment, 
as  it  would  till  then  have  been  created  for  the  profitable 
disposal  of  such  refuse  animal  matter,  to  any  new  con¬ 
tractor  who  should  offer  more  than  myself. 

That  this  end  can  only  be  attained  by  the  erection  of 
factories,  where  these  animal  matters,  even  the  worst, 
would  not  be  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  so  disposed  of  that 
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they  would  pay  all  expenses  and  profit,  is  evident;  and 
that  the  direction  of  such  works  demands  the  necessary 
scientific  knowledge  of  technical  chemistry,  and  an  ener¬ 
getical  perseverance  and  ambition,  is  not  less  evident. 
This  task  is  one  of  such  difficulty,  that  it  can  only  be  un¬ 
dertaken  with  success  by  persons  thoroughly  qualified,  for  it. 

An  offer  has  since  been  made  to  undertake  the  offal  con¬ 
tract  free  of  expense  to  the  city,  on  condition  that  the  ap¬ 
plicant  have  the  exclusive’ right  to  collect  bones  and  blood. 
This  offer  is  but  a  second  edition  of  the  frivolous  attempt 
made  six  years  ago  to  obtain  a  monopoly  of  the  bone  busi¬ 
ness,  from  which  the  offal  contract  originated,  as  it  can  be 
seen  in  “  Public  Document  55,  year  1854.”  It  utterly  failed, 
and  the  contractors  broke  down,  with  all  the  money  they 
got  from  the  city.  Although  the  applicant  qualifies  his 
offer  by  acknowledging  that  the  bones  are  the  property  of 
the  butchers,  (and  rag-pickers,)  and  says  that  he  will  make 
his  agreement  with  them,  viz:  pay  them  at  his  own  price, 
it  would  be  a  monopoly  nevertheless,  this  word  meaning, 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  buying  or  vending  any  commodity. 
(See  Johnson’s,  or  any  other  dictionary.) 

Monopolies  being  prohibited  by  the  Constitution,  I  can¬ 
not  believe  that  the  city  can  grant  and  enforce  such  a  priv¬ 
ilege,  transferring  to  a  contractor  the  business  followed 
lawfully  by  many  since  it  sprang  up,  and  which  is  free  and 
unrestricted  everywhere,  as  well  as  that  in  hides,  skins, 
neats’  and  sheeps’  feet,  which  are  all  parts  of  the  same 
animals. 

But  should  the  city  have  this  power,  I  herewith  offer  to 
remove  all  dead  animals  and  butcher’s  offal,  bones  and 
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blood,  paying  for  bones,  free  of  expense,  and  to  pay  to  the" 
city  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  first  year,  and  one 
thousand  dollars  more  every  year  in  the  next  four  years, 
and  am  ready  to  give  any  security  required. 

But  without  asking  any  monopoly  whatever,  except  non¬ 
interference  of  others  in  the  removal  of  unsaleable  matters, 
I  am  also  ready  to  make,  as  soon  as  this  contract  will  be 
advertised,  an  offer  or  bid  of  the  nature  above  stated,  and 
to  take,  if  the  city  makes  this  stipulation,  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  contractor  whatever  he  has  now  employed  in  this 
business,  at  a  fair  and  just  valuation,  made  by  competent 
appraisers,  whereof  I  must  be  allowed  to  name  one,  al¬ 
though  much  of  it  is  useless  and  unfit,  the  most  so,  the 
island.  Submitting  this  to  the  Honorable  Committee, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedieni, 

CEO.  A.  SCHERPF, 

Technical  Chemist . 


New  York,  8th  October,  1855. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  COUNCILMEN. 


Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  and  directed  to  advertise,  without  delay,  propo¬ 
sals  for  estimates  for  a  contract,  to  continue  five  years 
from  the  time  when  the  same  shall  be  awarded,  for  collect¬ 
ing  and  removing  from  all  parts  of  the  city,  to  the  dock 
and  slip  at  the  foot  of  Forty-fifth  street,  East  river,  or  such 
other  dock  and  slip,  as  the  Common  Council  may,  at  any 
time,  or  times  hereafter,  designate  and  provide,  all  dead 
horses  and  other  animals;  also,  for  receiving  at  all  times 
at  such  dock  or  slip,  as  aforesaid,  all  blood,  offal,  and 
other  refuse  matter  from  the  butcher’s  slaughter  houses  and 
all  bones,  fish,  fish  offal,  and  other  nuisances  of  a  similar 
kind,  which  may  or  shall  by  any  person  or  persons,  be 
offered  at  such  dock  or  slip,  as  aforesaid.  Also  for  the  re¬ 
moval  daily,  of  all  such  dead  horses,  animals,  blood  and 
other  matters  and  nuisances  as  aforesaid,  to  some  suitable 
and  proper  place  or  places,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city, 
which  said  proposals  shall  specify: 

First.  The  price  per  head  for  collecting  and  removing 
to  such  docks  or  slips,  as  aforesaid,  all  dead  horses  and 
other  cattle,  including  sheep,  goats  and  hogs. 

Second.  The  price  per  month  for  collecting  and  removing 
to  such  dock  or  slip  as  aforesaid,  all  dead  dogs,  cats,  and 
other  animals  not  embraced  in  specification  “  first.” 

Third.  The  price  per  day  for  receiving  at  such  dock  or 
pier  as  aforesaid,  all  such  animals  and  other  matters  as 
aforesaid,  and  daily  removing  the  same  as  aforesaid,  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  city. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector,  prepare  proper  speci¬ 
fications  in  the  matters  aforesaid,  before  advertising,  and 
so  far  as  applicable,  that  he  incorporate  all  the  provisions, 
for  the  good  of  the  city,  contained  in  the  contract  made 
with  William  B.  Reynolds,  on  the  same  subject,  bearing 
date,  April  24,  1852,  and  immediately  upon  advertising, 
that  he  send  a  copy  of  such  specifications  to  each  Board  of 
the  Common  Council.  Also  that  he  report  all  bids  re¬ 
ceived  to  the  Common  Council,  for  their  action,  before  a 
contract  shall  be  awarded. 


Whereas ,  On  the  14th  of  December  1854,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  viz  : 

Resolved ,  That  William  B.  Reynolds  be  paid  by  the  city, 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  his  property  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  city  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  Committee,  such 
valuation  to  be  ascertained  by  three  appraisers,  who  are 
to  appraise,  and  report  to  the  Comptroller  the  fair  cash 
value  to  the  city  of  such  property  ;  said  appraisers  to  be 
appointed,  one  by  the  Comptroller,  one  by  Mr.  Reynolds, 
and  the  third  one  by  those  two;  and  such  payment  to  be 
made  to  the  said  Reynolds  on  his  conveying  and  deliver¬ 
ing  to  the  city  said  property,  free  from  all  incumbrances 
or  claim  whatsoever;  and  in  making  sueh  new  contract, 
the  City  Inspector  shall  provide  for  the  payment,  to  the 
city,  by  the  new  contractor,  of  the  sum  at  which  the  pro¬ 
perty  conveyed  by  said  Reynolds  to  the  city,  (or  such  pro¬ 
portion  thereof  as  the  city  may  desire  to  dispose  of)  shall 
be  valued,  and  for  the  purchase,  by  said  new  contractor,  of 
said  property  from  the  city  at  the  amounts  of  said  valua- 
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tion,  with  interest  thereon,  from  the  time  when  the  city 
shall  have  paid  for  the  same. 

And  that  the  City  Inspector  do  forthwith  take  the  ne¬ 
cessary  measures  under  the  laws  relating  to  the  city,  and 
the  ordinances  thereof,  to  make  a  new  contract  for  the 
period  of  five  years,  for  the  performance  of  the  services 
provided  for  in  the  late  contract  with  William  B. 
Reynolds,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  . 
And  for  that  purpose,  before  making  such  contract,  he 
shall  submit  to  the  Common  Council,  for  their  approval, 
a  specification  of  the  services  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought 
to  be  embraced  in  such  new  contract. 

And  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  such  contract  shall  be 
made  and  put  into  operation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
City  Inspector,  day  by  day,  to  cause  to  be  removed  from 
the  city,  in  the  most  economical  manner  practicable,  all 
the  offensive  and  other  matter  whose  removal  was  provid¬ 
ed  for  in  such  late  contract/’ 

Which  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Councilmen,  on  the  28th  of  December  of  the  same  year,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor,  on  the  following  day,  and 

Whereas,  On  the  day  of  March,  the  Board  of  Coun¬ 
cilmen  proposed  to  consummate  the  action  of  the  Common 
Council  of  1854,  by  directing  the  payment  to  said  Reynolds, 
for  the  aforementioned  property;  and  .inasmuch  as  the 
same  is  deemed  illegal,  and  that  fair  and  open  competition 
should  be  invited  at  once,  toward  the  decreasing  of  the 
present  heavy  amount  paid  monthly  for  the  removal  of  of¬ 
fal,  &c.,  And  that  the  only  means  for  so  doing  is  to  re- 
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advertise  and  solicit  bids,  and  thereby  award  the  contract 
at  the  lowest  estimate,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  a  contract  for  the 
period  of  years,  for  the  performance  of  the  service 
lately  executed  by  W.  B.  Reynolds,  in  the  removal  of  of¬ 
fal,  &c.,  from  the  city,  or  such  as  are  named  in  the  annex¬ 
ed  specifications,  and  that  prior  to  any  award  of  contract, 
the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Common  Council  for 
approval. 


ADVERTISEMENT  AND  SPECIFICATION S . 

City  Inspector’s  Department, 
New  York,  1855. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
City  Inspector,  No.  6  Centre  street,  (up  stairs,)  until 
day  of  1855,  at  12  o’clock,  m.,  at  which  time 

and  place  the  same  will  be  publicly  opened,  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  following  work: 

To  collect,  by  a  sufficient  number  of  carts,  suitable  for 
the  purpose,  all  blood  and  offals,  and  other  refuse  of  slaugh¬ 
tered  cattle  or  swine,  from  the  slaughter  houses  in  every 
part  of  the  city,  to  be  collected  and  carted  in  tight  cov¬ 
ered  boxes  or  casks,  the  apparatus  to  be  approved  and 
carts  to  be  licensed  by  the  City  Inspector. 

Also,  to  collect  and  remove  from  all  parts  of  the  city, 
all  dead  horses  and  all  cows,  dead  by  accident  or  disease 
and  all  other  dead  animals  of  a  large  size;  together  with 
all  swine  and  sheep,  dead  by  accident  or  disease,  and  all 
dead  dogs,  cats,  and  other  animals  of  similar  size. 
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Also,  all  refuse  bones,  diseased  or  unsound  meat  of  all 
kinds,  and  skins,  fish  and  other  nuisance  of  a  similar  kind, 
and  all  garbage  and  offals  from  the  hotels  and  public  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  city;  the  whole  of  the  above,  as  collected, 
to  be  removed  to  the  docks  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
contractors,  and  placed  on  board  of  vessels,  to  be  provided 
by  the  contractors  for  the  transportation  of  all  blood,  of¬ 
fals,  dead  animals,  refuse  bones,  garbage,  and  offensive 
substances,  and  all  soap  boiler’s  nuisance,  and  others  of  a 
similar  character,  thence  to  be  removed  on  board  said 
vessels,  away  from  the  city  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 

It  will  be  required  of  the  contractor  that  he  shall  pro¬ 
vide  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  and  proper  boats, 
scows  or  barges,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  above- 
mentioned  nuisances,  and  to  transport  the  same  from  the 
city  and  its  vicinity.  Such  removal  from  the  city  to  be 
effected  at  least  once  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  of- 
tener  during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September, 
if  so  directed  by  the  City  Inspector,  during  the  continuance 
of  said  contract,  which  shall  be  for,  and  during  the  term 
of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  same. 

The  piers  now  in  use  and  designated,  are  at  the  foot  of 
Fortieth  street,  on  the  North  river,  and  at  the  foot  of 
Forty-fifth  street  on  the  East  river. 

Payment  for  the  service  thus  rendered  will  be  made 
monthly;  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  each  pay  will  be 
reserved  until  the  end  of  each  and  every  year,  during  the 
term  of  the  contract,  for  the  payment  therefrom,  of  any 
and  all  expense  incurred  by  order  of  the  City  Inspector, 
arising  from  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  contractor  to 
comply  with  and  fulfill  the  terms  and  specifications  of  the 
contract. 
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In  addition  to  the  security  thus  furnished,  approved  se¬ 
curities,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  will  be 
required  for  the  faithful  performance  and  execution  of  the 
contract,  to  the  end  of  the  term. 

In  every  respect  the  work  to  be  performed  as  required5 
and  any  neglect  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to 
perform  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract,  shall  be  sufficient  to  empower  and  authorize  the 
City  Inspector  to  proceed  to  perform  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  be  neglected  or  refused,  at  the  expense,  and  charge¬ 
able  by  the  Corporation,  to  the  contractor,  in  addition  to 
the  penalty  of  forfeiture  for  non-performance  of  contract. 

The  contractor  will  be  required  to  furnish,  at  his  own 
cost  and  expense,  suitable  boxes  for  the  reception  of  all 
orders  or  complaints,  the  same  to  be  placed,  one  at  each 
police  Station-house  in  the  city,  and  one  at  the  office  of  the 
City  Inspector,  and  to  cause  all  orders  or  complaints  to 
be  collected  from  each  and  every  Station-house,  at  least 
once  every  day,  and  from  the  office  of  the  City  Inspector 
at  least  twice  every  day;  and  to  cause  all  dead  animals 
and  nuisances  to  be  removed,  in  accordance  with  the  con¬ 
tract,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  no  instance  exceeding 
twelve  hours  after  the  reception  of  any,  and  all  orders,  or 
complaints  thus  collected  from  said  boxes. 

The  form  of  proposal  shall  specify  the  annual  amount  of 
compensation  for  each  separate  item  as  herein  stated,  and 
for  the  whole  work,  the  same  being  divided  and  stated 
thus: 

For  collecting  and  removing  all  blood,  offals  and 
other  refuse  from  slaughter-houses  in  ail  parts  of 
the  city . $ 
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For  collecting  and  removing  all  dead  horses,  and 
all  cows,  dead  by  accident  or  disease,  and  all 
other  dead  animals  of  large  size . $ 

For  collecting  and  removing  all  swine  and  sheep, 
dead  by  accident  or  disease,  and  all  dead  dogs, 
cats,  and  other  animals  of  similar  size . $ 

For  collecting  and  removing  all  refuse  bones,  and 
all  diseased  or  unsound  meat,  fish,  skins,  and 
other  nuisances  of  a  similar  kind . $ 

For  collecting  and  removing  garbage,  &c.,  from  all 
public  institutions  and  hotels  in  the  city . $ 

For  the  transportation  of  the  whole  of  the  above, 
and  all  similar  nuisances  from  the  city,  to  Barren 
Island,  or  other  specified  place,  to  be  approved 


by  the  City  Inspector . $ 

Total  amount  for  one  year . . .  .$ 


The  foregoing  will  be  the  annual  amount  of  payment  to 
be  made  for  each  and  every  year,  for  the  full  term  of 
years. 

It  will  be  required  that  each  proposal  shall  be  for  the 
performance  of  the  whole  of  the  above  service. 

A  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Title  III.  of 
“  Contracts  for  Supplies  and  work  done  for  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  of  the  amended  ordinances,  passed  May  31st,  1849, 
and  also  as  amended  October  25th,  1849,  will  be  observed 
and  required. 

Should  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  contract  shall 
be  awarded,  fail  to  attend  with  his  or  their  sureties,  and 
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to  execute  the  same  in  writing,  within  three  days  after 
being  notified  such  contract  is  ready,  he  or  they  shall  be 
considered  as  having  abandoned  it,  and  shall  forfeit  all 
right  to  such  award. 


Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  advertise  proposals  for  esti¬ 
mates  for  a  contract,  to  continue  for  five  years  from  the 
date  of  the  confirmation  of  the  same  by  the  Common 
Council,  for  collecting  and  removing  dead  animals,  &c., 
in  accordance  with  the  following 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

First. — The  contractor  shall  collect  and  remove  from  all 
parts  of  the  city,  to  the  dock  and  slip  at  the  foot  of  Forty- 
fifth  street,  East  river,  or  to  such  other  dock  or  slips  as 
:fhe  Common  Council  may  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter 
designate  and  provide,  all  dead  horses  and  other  dead 
animals;  and  shall  at  all  times  provide  and  keep  at  his 
own  cost  and  expense,  such  a  number  of  suitable  carts  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  a  prompt  and  faithful  performance 
of  such  work;  said  cost  shall  be  approved  and  licensed 
by  the  City  Inspector. 

Second. — The  contractor  shall,  at  all  times,  provide  and 
keep  at  such  dock  or  slips  as  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  suitable  boats,  scows,  barges  or  vessels,  for  receiv¬ 
ing,  and  shall  receive  therein  all  dead  horses,  and  other 
dead  animals,  and  all  blood,  offal  and  other  refuse  matter 
from  butchers’  slaughter  houses,  and  all  bones,  fish,  fish 
offal,  diseased  or  tainted  meats,  and  all  other  nuisances  of 
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a  similar  kind,  which  may  or  shall  be  offered  by  any  per¬ 
son  or  persons  at  such  dock  or  slip. 

The  contractor  shall  furnish  at  his  own  cost  and  ex¬ 
pense,  suitable  boxes  for  the  reception  of  all  orders  or 
complaints;  the  same  to  be  placed,  one  at  each  Police  Sta¬ 
tion-house  in  the  city,  and  one  at  the  office  of  the  City  In¬ 
spector,  and  to  cause  all  orders  or  complaints  to  be  col* 
lected  from  each  and  every  Station-house,  at  least  once 
every  day,  and  from  the  office  of  the  City  Inspector  at 
least  twice  every  day;  and  to  cause  all  dead  animals  to 
be  removed,  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  as  soon  as 
possible;  and  in  no  instance  exceeding  twelve  hours  after 
the  reception  of  any  such  order  or  complaint,  or  other 
notice. 

Fourth. — The  contractor  shall,  at  least  once  in  every 
day,  remove  all  such  dead  horses,  animals,  blood,  and 
other  matters,  and  nuisances,  as  aforesaid,  to  Barren 
Island.  And  whenever  the  City  Inspector  shall  so  direct, 
such  removal  shall  be  made  twice  in  each  day  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September. 

Fifth. — Payment  for  the  service  thus  rendered  will  be 
made  monthly;  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  each  pay 
will  be  reserved  to  the  end  of  each  and  every  year,  during 
the  term  of  the  contract,  for  the  payment  therefrom,  of 
any  and  all  expense  incurred  by  order  of  the  City  Inspec¬ 
tor,  arising  from  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  contractor 
to  comply  with  and  fulfill  the  terms  and  specifications  of 
the  contract. 

In  addition  to  the  security  thus  furnished,  approved 
sureties,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  will  be 
required  for  the  faithful  performance  and  execution  of  the 
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contract,  to  the  end  of  the  term.  In  every  respect  the 
work  to  be  performed  as  required,  and  any  neglect  or  re¬ 
fusal  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to  perform  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  the  stipulations  of  the  contract  shall  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  empower  and  authorize  the  City  Inspector  to 
proceed  to  perform  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  neglected 
or  refused,  at  the  expense  of,  and  chargeable  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  the  contractor,  and  his  sureties,  and  such  re¬ 
fusal  or  neglect  shall  authorize  and  empower  the  Common 
Council,  at  any  time,  to  revoke  and  annul  such  contract. 

Sixth • — The  proposal  shall  state: 

1st.  The  price  per  month  for  collecting  and  removing 
all  dead  animals,  as  aforesaid,  to  such  dock  or  slip. 

2.  The  price  per  month  for  receiving,  at  such  dock  or 
slip,  all  such  animals  and  other  refuse  matter,  as  aforesaid, 
and  removing  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  to  Barren  Island,’ $ 

Total  for  one  year,  $ 

Seventh . — The  foregoing  will  be  the  annual  amount  of 
payment  to  be  made  for  each  and  every  year,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  contract. 

Eighth , — A  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
Title  III.,  of  “  Contracts  for  Supplies  and  Work  done  for 
the  Corporation,”  of  the  amended  Ordinances,  passed  May 
31st,  1849;  and  also  as  amended,  October  25th,  1849,  will 
be  observed  and  required. 

Ninth. — -Should  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  con¬ 
tract  shall  be  awarded  fail  to  attend  with  his  or  their 
sureties,  and  to  execute  the  same  in  writing,  within  three 
days  after  being  notified  such  contract  is  ready,  he  or 
they  shall  be  considered  as  having  abandoned  it,  and  shall 
forfeit  all  right  to  such  award. 
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The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  re¬ 
port  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  &c., 
from  the  city,  and  to  -whom  was  referred  the  annexed  reso¬ 
lutions  and  specifications  in  relation  thereto,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  subject  has  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of 
the  Common  Council  already,  and  should  be  speedily  dis¬ 
posed  of;  that  the  whole  subject  has  been  so  frequently 
and  fully  discussed,  and  set  forth  in  reports  of  Committees 
and  communications  from  departments,  that  your  Commit¬ 
tee  will  not  attempt  to  suggest  any  thing  new;  but  will 
lay  before  the  Board  such  action  as  it  deems  necessary  and 
expedient  in  the  premises  and  under  the  circumstances. 

The  former  contract,  between  William  B.  Reynolds  and 
the  city,  which  was  annulled  by  the  Comptroller,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  was  followed  by  a  reso¬ 
lution  directing  an  appraisement  of  the  stock  and  fixtures 
of  said  Reynolds,  approved  December  29th,  1854;  the  ap¬ 
praisement  was  made  at  the  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  (Doc. 
No.  16  of  Councilmen,')  the  two  Boards  of  the  Common 
Council,  thereupon,  made  an  appropriation  of  said  amount 
to  meet  the  award,  which  appropriation  was  vetoed  by 
the  Mayor  on  the  2d  July,  since  which  time  nothing  has 
been  done  by  the  Common  Council,  further  than  to  submit 
sundry  resolutions  and  specifications,  which  are  now  be¬ 
fore  this  Committee,  and  the  basis  of  this  report. 

Your  Committee  deem  action  by  the  Common  Council 
should  be  taken  to  lessen,  if  possible,  the  large  amount 
paid  for  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  &c.,  from  the 
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city;  the  only  means  for  so  doing  to  readvertise,  invite 
competition,  solicit  bids,  and  award  the  contract  to  the 
lowest  bidder. 

With  great  care  and  consideration  therefore,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  have  prepared  and  submit  the  following  specifica¬ 
tions  and  resolutions  for  adoption. 

Resolved ,  That  the  City  Inspector  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  esti¬ 
mates  for  a  contract,  to  continue  for  five  years,  from  the 
date  of  the  confirmation  of  the  same,  by  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  for  collecting  and  removing  dead  animals,  &c.,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  following  specifications. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Inspector  report  all  such  esti¬ 
mates  and  bids,  with  his  award  as  “  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
with  adequate  security,  ”  without  delay,  to  the  Common 
Council  for  further  action. 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

First,  The  contractor  shall  collect  and  remove  from  all 
parts  of  the  city  to  the  dock  and  slip  at  the  foot  ol  Forty- 
fifth  street,  East  river,  or  to  such  other  docks  or  slips  as 
the  Common  Council  may,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter 
designate  and  provide,  all  dead  horses  and  other  dead 
animals;  and  shall  at  all  times  provide  and  keep,  at  his 
own  cost  and  expense,  such  a  number  of  suitable  carts  as 
shall  be  neeessary  for  a  prompt  and  faithful  performance 
of  such  work ;  said  carts  shall  be  approved  and  licensed 
by  the  City  Inspector. 

Second,  The  contractor  shall  at  all  times,  provide  and 
keep,  at  such  dock  or  slip  as  aforesaid,  a  suitable  number 
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of  suitable  boats,  scows,  barges,  or  vessels  for  receiving, 
and  stall  receive  therein  all  dead  horses,  and  other  dead 
animals,  and  all  blood,  offal  and  other  refuse  matter  from 
butcher’s  slaughter  houses,  and  all  bones,  fish,  fish  offal, 
diseased  or  tainted  meats,  and  all  other  nuisances  of  a 
similar  kind,  which  may  or  shall  be  offered  by  any  person 
or  persons  at  such  dock  or  slip. 

Third ,  The  contractor  shall  furnish,  at  his  own  cost 
and  expense,  suitable  boxes  for  the  reception  of  all  orders 
or  complaints;  the  same  to  be  placed,  one  at  each  Police 
Station-house  in  the  city,  and  one  at  the  office  of  the  City 
Inspector,  and  to  cause  all  orders  or  complaints  to  be  col¬ 
lected  from  each  and  every  Station-house,  and  from  the 
office  of  the  City  Inspector  at  least  twice  every  day;  and 
shall  cause  all  dead  animals  to  be  removed,  in  accordance 
with  the  contract,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  reception 
of  any  such  order  or  complaint,  or  other  notice. 

Fourth.  The  contractor  shall,  at  least  once  in  every  day, 
remove  all  such  dead  horses,  animals,  blood,  offal,  and 
other  matters  and  nuisances  as  aforesaid,  to  some  suitable 
and  proper  place  or  places  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city; 
and  whenever  the  City  Inspector  shall  so  direct,  such  re¬ 
moval  shall  be  made  twice  in  each  day  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  August  and  September. 

Fifth.  Payment  for  the  service  thus  rendered  will  be 
made  monthly;  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  each  pay 
will  be  reserved  until  the  end  of  each  and  every  year, 
during  the  term  of  the  contract,  for  the  payment  there¬ 
from  of  any  and  all  expense  incurred  by  order  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  Board  of  Health  or  the  City  Inspector, 
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arising  from  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  contractor  to 
comply  with  and  fulfill  the  terms  and  specifications  of  the 
contract. 

In  addition  to  the  security  thus  furnished,  approved 
sureties,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  will  be 
required  for  the  faithful  performance  and  execution  of  the 
contract  to  the  end  of  the  term,  which  additional  security 
shall  be  renewed  within  three  weeks  of  the  close  of  each 
year,  and  before  the  contractor  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
part  of  the  ten  per  cent,  aforesaid.  In  every  respect  the 
work  to  be  performed  as  required,  and  any  neglect  or  re¬ 
fusal  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to  perform  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  or  of  the 
requirements  of  these  specifications,  shall  be  sufficient  to 
empower  and  authorize  the  City  Inspector  to  proceed  to 
perform  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  neglected  or  refused, 
at  the  expense  of,  and  chargeable  by  the  Corporation  to 
the  contractor  and  his  sureties,  and  such  refusal  or  ne¬ 
glect  shall  authorize  and  empower  the  Common  Council, 
at  any  time,  to  revoke  and  annul  such  contracts. 

Sixth.  The  proposal  shall  state — 

1.  The  price,  per  month,  for  collecting  and  removing 
all  dead  animals,  as  aforesaid,  to  such  dock  or  slip.  4 

2.  The^price,  per  month,  for  receiving  at  such  dock  or 
slip  all  such  animals  and  other  refuse  matter  as  aforesaid, 
and  removing  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  therefrom. . .  .$ 

Total,  for  one  year . $ 

Seventh.  The  foregoing  will  be  the  annual  amount  of 
payment  to  be  made,  for  each  and  every  year  during  the 
continuance  of  the  contract. 

4 
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Eighth,  A  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  title 
3,  of  “  Contracts  for  supplies  and  work  done  for  the  Cor¬ 
poration,”  and  amendments  thereto,  will  be  observed  and 
required. 

Ninth.  Should  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  con¬ 
tract  shall  be  awarded,  fail  to  attend  with  his  or  their 
sureties,  and  to  execute  the  same  in  writing,  within  three 
days  after  being  notified  that  such  contract  is  ready,  he 
or  they  shall  be  considered  as  having  abandoned  it,  and 
shall  forfeit  all  right  to  such  award. 


J.*T.‘  COUENHOVEN, 


B.  F.  PINCKNEY, 


Special 
Committee 
as  to  removal 


F.  E.  MATHER, 
J.  W.  RANNEY, 


of  offal ,  fyc. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  22,  1855- 


The  following  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Special 
Committee,  on  the  subject  of  allowing  William  H. 
Adams  payment  for  rebuilding  the  inner  portion  of 
pier  No-  45  North  river,  and  in  favor  of  discontinuing 
the  suit  brought  against  the  city,  for  said  work,  was  re¬ 
ceived,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  discontinuing  the  suit  brought  by  William  H. 
Adams  against  the  city,  and  of  allowing  him  payment  for 
rebuilding  the  inner  portion  of  pier  No.  45  North  river, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  this  subject  has  required  and  engaged  the  attention 
of  your  Committee  ever  since  their  appointment;  which 
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having  been  under  examination  previously  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Wharves,  who  had  reported  thereon,  rendered 
the  subject  difficult  at  first  to  approach.  Your  present 
Committee,  however,  assumed  their  duty  with  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  give  the  whole  subject,  a  full  and  rigid  investiga¬ 
tion,  with  a  view  of  doing  justice  to  the  city;  and  also  to 
the  petitioner;  they  have  had  the  parties  in  interest  before 
them  who  were  heard  in  the  matter;  and  your  Committee, 
after  patient  deliberation  on  the  subject,  present  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  the  result  of  their  labors. 

It  appears  that  while  this  work  was  in  progress  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  specifications  of  the  contract,  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Wharves  and  Piers,  discovered  that  it  was  impracti¬ 
cable  to  go  on  with  the  work  as  ,at  first  contemplat¬ 
ed,  and  that  owing  to  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
original  pier  it  would  be  necessary,  and  to  the  interest  of 
the  city,  to  change  some  of  the  plans  for  repairing  the 
pier. 

The  Superintendent  accordingly  gave  instructions  to 
the  contractor  to  vary  from  the  terms  of  the  specification 
in  certain  particulars,  and  these  instructions  were  carried 
out  by  the  contractor,  who  performed  the  work  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  manner,  and  which  was  accepted  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

It  will  appear  by  the  affidavit  of  John  J.  Mount,  which 
is  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  A,  that  all  the  work 
was  done  in  a  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner,  and 
that  the  departure  from  the  letter  of  the  specifications, 
was  judicious,  and  called  for  by  the  peculiar  condition  of 
the  pier,  and  that  by  a  test  made  by  Mr.  Mount,  the  pier 
proved  to  be  strong  enough  for  all  purposes. 
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Henry  Dubois,  an  old  and  respectable  dock  builder, 
says,  in  his  statement,  which  is  annexed,  and  marked  B, 
that  there  are  not  so  many  piles  driven  in  the  bridges  as 
the  specifications  call  for,  but  in  his  opinion  the  work  is 
as  well  done,  if  not  better,  than  if  the  whole  number  of 
piles  were  placed  in  the  dock. 

Your  Committee  was  instructed  to  investigate  what 
work  Mr.  Adams  had  performed,  and  what  amount  of  com¬ 
pensation  he  was  justly  entitled  to,  and  they  selected  Mr. 
Vidal,  City  Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Porter  G.  Sherman,  an  ex¬ 
perienced  dock  builder,  to  examine  the  work  and  to  pre¬ 
sent  their  views  to  the  Committee,  in  regard  to  the  com¬ 
pensation,  if  any,  should  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams,  the 
contractor;  the  result  of  said  examination,  which  is  here¬ 
unto  annexed,  and  marked  D,  is  submitted  to  the  Board 
to  show  that  your  Committee  have  endeavored,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  get  all  the  facts  in  the  case. 

The  facts  elicited  by  the  statement  of  Messrs  Vidal  and 
Sherman,  together  with  all  the  evidence  presented  to  your 
Committee,  fully  warrants  them  in  supporting  the  report 
made  by  your  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  and  ' 
•  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Adams,  should  be  allowed  by  the 
Common  Council,  and  that,  although  the  work  was  not 
done  according  to  the  original  specification,  yet,  it  was 
executed  in  a  good  and  substantial  manner,  and  the  vary¬ 
ing  of  the  work  was  ordered  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Wharves,  for  the  reason  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  the 
pier  rendered  it  necessary  to  change  the  mode  of  repair¬ 
ing  it. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  submit  for  adoption  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  be  di¬ 
rected  to  discontinue  the  suit  brought  by  William  H. 
Adams,  to  obtain  payment  for  rebuilding  the  inner  portion 
of  pier  No.  45  North  river,  and  that  the  Comptroller  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  amount  of  the  contract 
price  named  in  his  contract  with  interest,  and  to  draw  his 
warrant  therefor. 

CUMMINGS  H.  TUCKER,  \  Special 
HENRY  H.  HO  WARD,  \  Committee. 
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r  a] 

City  and  County  of  New  York,ss : — John  Jay  Mount, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  . he  was  dock-master  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  which  is  situated  pier  No.  45,  foot  of  Charlton 
street,  North  river;  that  he  was  present,  every  day,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  job  of  repairing  said  pier,  by 
William  H.  Adams,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  work;  that 
deponent  knows,  from  his  own  personal  observation,  that 
all  the  work  was  done  in  a  substantial  and  workmanlike 
manner,  and  that  the  departure  from  the  letter  of  the 
specifications  was  judicious,  and  called  for  by  the  peculiar 
condition  of  said  pier,  and  that,  to  prove  the  strong  and 
substantial  nature  of  the  work  on  said  pier,  I  have  caused 
from  twenty  to  thirty  tons  of  brick  to  be  deposited  in 
different  places  on.said  pier;  and  by  this  test  I  am  satis¬ 
fied  that  the  work  and  pier,  in  all  respects,  should  be 
received. 

JOHN  J.  MOUNT. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  11th  ) 
day  of  September,  1855.  j 
William  Allen, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


’[SI¬ 

NEW  York,  August  4,  1855. 

Alderman  C.  H.  Tucker: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  examiued  the  pier  No.  45,  foot  of 
Charlton  street,  rebuilt  by  William  H.  Adams,  and  find 
that  there  are  not  so  many  piles  driven  in  the  bridges  as 
the  specification  calls  for;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  work  is 
as  well  done,  if  not  better,  than  it  would  of  been  if  the 
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piles  had  been  put  there;  the  ranging  timbers  resting  all 
along  upon  the  ranging  timbers  now  into  the  bridge, 
which  are  as  sound  as  can  be  made,  ten  or  eleven  feet 
above  the  other,  which  is  as  firm  and  strong  as  can  be 
made.  If  the  timbers  had  been  taken  out  and  piles  driven 
and  capped,  they  would  only  had  a  bearing  once  in 
every  ten  feet,  which  would  not  of  made  it  so  strong  as 
it  now  is;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  specify,  in  old  work, 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done  until  the  old  plank  is  re¬ 
moved,  which  cannot  well  be  done  until  the  specification 
as  made  out.  I  was  on  the  work  while  it  was  rebuilding, 
&nd  gave  it  my  opinion  then  that  it  was  better  to  do  it  the 
way  it  is  done  than  to  cut  the  timber  away  and  drive 
piles,  finding  all  the  timber  in  the  bridge  perfectly  sound, 
and  much  better  than  we  expected  when  we  estimated  on 
the  work.  The  work  has  been  tested  by  being  in  use  over 
one  year,  and  being  piled  up  with  several  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  brick  at  the  time,  which  has  not  either  settled  it  or 
broken  it  down,  or  in  any  way  damaged  it  thereby,  Which 
proves  the  firmness  of  the  work. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  DUBOIS. 


[D] 

0.  H.  Tucker,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  to 
consider  the  claims  of  William  H.  Adams  in  the  rebuilding 
of  Charlton  street  pier : 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  your  request,  the  undersigned, 
having  carefully  examined  the  inner  portion  of  the 
pier  No.  45,  at  the  foot  of  Charlton  street,  rebuilt  by 
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William  H.  Adams,  together  with  the  contract;  the  Comp¬ 
troller’s  report  to  the  Common  Council,  dated  August 
25th,  1854,  and  the  several  papers  relating  thereto,  sub¬ 
mitted  for  their  consideration,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  brief  statement,  as  the  result  of  their  examina¬ 
tion,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  come. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  it  would  seem  that  the  old 
pier  was  to  be  repaired,  in  length  two  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  feet,  and  to  be  made  forty  feet  wide;  there  was,  in 
fact,  though  the  contract  does  not  very  definitely  express 
it,  to  be  a  row  of  piles  driven  on  each  side  of  the  pier,  to 
designate  its  width;  upon  these  two  rows  of  piles;  upon 
piles  to  be  driven  through  the  bridges,  and  upon  the 
blocks,  the  pier  was  to  rest,  and  receive  its  support.  On 
tearing  up  the  old  pier,  however,  it  was  found  that  the 
stringers  were  sound,  and  in  good  condition;  and  should 
they  have  been  cut  out,  as  required  by  the  specification, 
they  would  very  materially  weaken  the  bond  between  the 
blocks  upon  which  the  new  pier  was  to  be  supported,  in 
part;  therefore,  a  change  in  the  plan  of  construction  was 
thought  necessary,  and  the  contractor  was  directed,  by  the 
Street  Department,  to  leave  out  the  piles  to  be  driven 
through  the  bridges,  to  raise  the  old  stringers  by  an  ad¬ 
ditional  course  of  timber,  and  let  the  pier  rest,  for  its 
support,  on  these,  and  on  the  two  outside  rows  of  piles, 
its  entire  length. 

Whether  the  Street  Department  had  the  legal  right  to 
change  the  plan,  and  alter  the  mode  of  construction,  is  not 
for  us  to  determine;  but,  that  a  discretionary  power  ought 
to  be  lodged  somewhere,  to  meet  unforeseen  circumstances, 
which  often  arise,  as  in  this  case,  in  the  prosecution  of 
work  under  contract,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt.  Be  this 


Doc.  No.  42.) 


8 


as  it  may,  the  change  in  the  mode  of  construction,  in  this 
case  was,  in  our  judgment,  for  the  benefit  of  the  work,  and 
demanded,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  We  find  the 
pier  now,  more  than  a  year  since  its  completion,  though 
exposed  to  constant  use,  in  good  condition,  strong  and 
durable;  it  was  judged  that  there  were  three  hundred  tons 
of  brick  piled  in  one  place  on  this  pier  ,  at  the  time  we 
examined  it;  too  great  a  weight  to  be  put  in  one  place  on 
any  pier;  and  which  this  pier  apparently  sustained  with 
ease. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  contractor  made  any  thing 
by  this  alteration;  on  the  contrary,  he  must  have  been  the 
loser  by  it.  He  saved  only  about  forty  piles,  and  the 
driving  of  them,  by  it;  as  all  the  piles,  except  those  in  the 
bridges,  were  driven,  as  called  for  by  the  specification. 
He  saved  a  few  stay-bolts,  not  exceeding -twenty;  on  the 
other  hand,  he  furnished  seven  courses  of  new  ranging  tim¬ 
ber,  making  about  two  thousand  feet,  worth  twenty  cents  a 
foot.  He  lost  the  old  timber,  which  he  could  have  taken 
up,  and  also  the  old  iron. 

The  subjoined  we  think  a  fair  summary  of  the  profit  and 
loss  account: 

2,000  feet  new  stringers,  at  20  cents. . .  $400  00 


Old  timbers .  150  00 

Old  iron .  25  00 


Amount  lost. . . . 

40  piles,  at  $4  00 . 

20  stay-bolts,  at  $1  00. . 

Per  contra,  saved 
Loss . 


$575  00 

$160  00 
20  00 

$180  00 
$395  00 
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Showing  a  net  loss  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  dol¬ 
lars  as  sustained  by  the  contractor  by  this  alteration;  the 
labor  in  building  would  be  about  the  same  on  either  plan. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  the  repairing  of 
pier  No.  20,  at  the  foot  of  Dey  street;  the  repairing  of 
pier  No.  46,  at  the  foot  of  King  street;  and  the  extension 
of  piers  Nos.  45  and  46,  by  William  J.  Adams,  as  referred 
to  by  the  Comptroller,  have  little  or  no  legitimate  con¬ 
nection  with  the  contract  of  William  H-  Adams  for  re¬ 
pairing  the  inner  portion  of  pier  No.  45.  They  were 
separate  and  distinct  contracts,  and  should  be  settled  by 
themselves  alone,  and  upon  their  own  merits;  we  have  so 
treated  them.  Nor  can  we  see  that  the  contractor  for  re¬ 
pairing  pier  No.  45  can  be  justly  holden  for  damages  to 
the  lessee,  for  the  use  of  the  slips.  The  lessee,  in  a  writ¬ 
ten  communication  to  the  Comptroller,  dated  the  18th 
April,  1854,  complains  that  he  is  deprived  of  the  use  of 
this,  and  other  piers,  and  also  of  the  use  of  the  slips;  and 
by  the  Comptroller's  report  to  the  Common  Council,  of 
the  25th  August,  1854,  we  learn  that  the  contract  for  the 
extension  of  pier  No.  45  was  not  completed  until  the  1st 
of  May,  1854.  Hence  it  was  William  J.  Adams,  and  not 
William  H.  Adams,  who  had  control  of  the  slips,  or  at 
least  the  entrance  to  them,  up  to  this  time. 

The  Comptroller  further  says:  “  Mr.  Adams-  did  take 
possession  before  the  new  lessee  was  entitled  to  the  pier, 
and  held  on  for  forty-nine  days;  for  this,  and  because  the 
pier  was  not  dredged,  the  lessee  was  allowed  a  reduction 
of  the  whole  rent  for  forty-nine  days,  equal  to  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-six  dollars,  for  the  time  it  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  Adams,  after  the  1st  of  May.”  Again:  “If  the 
Street  Department  had  so  timed  its  contracts  under  the 
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resolution  of  December  31st,  1853,  as  to  have  completed  the 
repairs  whilst  the  contracts  for  the  extension  were  going 
on,  the  latter  sums,  (that  is,  this  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars,)  at  least,  would  have  been  saved  to 
the  city.”  It  appears,  then,  that  William  J.  Adams,  the 
want  of  dredging,  and  the  Street  Department,  in  not  giv¬ 
ing  out  this  work  in  season,  caused  this  reduction  of  rents, 
and  not  William  H.  Adams,  who  was  only  in  possession 
of  the  pier  and  slips  forty-nine  days;  when  he  was  entitled 
to  sixty  days’  possession  by  the  terms  of  his  contract. 
We  are,  therefore,  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  gross  injustice  to  detain  from  Mr.  Adams  any  longer 
that  money  which  he  has  honorably  and  fairly  earned. 

FRANS.  P.  VIDAL,  City  Surveyor. 

PORTER  G.  SHERMAN, 
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The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Piers,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  of  the  Comptroller,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  pier  of  William  H.  Adams,  and  payment  on 
his  contract  for  rebuilding  the  inner  portion  of  pier  No. 
45,  North  river  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  Mr.  Adams  contracted  to  rebuild  the  inner  portion 
of  pier  No.  45,  North  river,  according  to  certain  specifi¬ 
cations  set  forth  in  the  contract.  The  work  has  been  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  pier,  as  rebuilt,  accepted  by  the  Street 
Department,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  lessee 
under  the  Corporation.  The  Superintendent  of  Wharves 
and  Piers  has  given  two  certificates,  one  during  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  work,  certifying  that  the  contractor  was 
entitled  to  the  first  payment  under  the  contract,  and  one 
on  the  completion  of  the  contract,  entitling  the  contractor 
to  the  second  payment  under  the  contract.  By  the  con¬ 
tract  there  are  to  be  three  payments,  of  which  the  last  fell 
due  fifteen  days  after  the  second  certificate. 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  that  the  work  had  not  been  performed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  specifications,  that  officer  refused  to  pay  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Adams  was  compelled  to  take  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  the  Corporation.  In  the  absence  of  in¬ 
structions  from  the  Common  Council,  the  claim  is  being 
resisted  by  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  pier  in  question,  to 
ascertain  whether  such  deviations  from  the  specifications 
exist,  and  whether,  if  so,  they  are  of  a  nature  to  impair 
the  stability  and  completeness  of  the  work.  They  find 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  work,  the  Superintendent  of 
Wharves  and  Piers  became  satisfied  that  it  was  impracti 
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cable  to  carry  out  the  projected  alterations  to  the  pier  in 
the  precise  manner  pointed  out  by  the  specifications,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  original  pier.  He, 
therefore,  directed  the  contractor  to  vary  from  the  terms 
of  the  specifications  in  certain  particulars.  These  instruc¬ 
tions  were  carried  out  by  the  contractor,  and  the  work 
accepted  by  the  department. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  personal  exam¬ 
ination  which  they  have  made,  as  well  as  from  the  state¬ 
ments  of  persons  of  experience  in  dock  building,  in  whose 
judgment  they  place  great  reliance,  that  the  work'  is,  in 
all  respects  equal,  if  not  superior,  in  point  of  strength  and 
durability,  to  what  was  called  for  by  the  specifications. 
That  the  departures  from  the  terms  of  the  specifications, 
were  called  for  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  original 
pier,  and  do  not  affect,  prejudicially,  the  interests  of  the 
city. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  contractor  ought 
to  receive  the  amount  of  his  contract  price,  and  that  the 
further  litigation  of  the  case,  with  the  attendant  delay  to 
the  contractor  and  expense,  ou^ht  to  be  avoided;  they 
therefore  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  reso¬ 
lution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be  di¬ 
rected  to  discontinue  the  suit  brought  by  William  H. 
Adams,  to  obtain  payment  for  rebuilding  the  inner  portion 
of  pier  No.  45,  North  river;  and  that  the  Comptroller  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Adams  the  amount  of  the  contract 
price  named  in  his  contract,  with  interest,  and  to  draw 
his  warrant  therefor. 

S.  H.  MOSER,  )  Committee 
W.  B.  DRAKE,  V  on  Wharves, 

J.  R.  STEERS, )  Piers  and  Slips. 


MINORITY  REPORT. 


The  minority  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  in  favor  of  discon¬ 
tinuing  the  suit  brought  by  William  H.  Adams,  against  the 
city,  and  of  allowing  him  payment  for  rebuilding  the  in¬ 
ner  part  of  pier  No.  45,  North  river,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  subject  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  since  their  appointment,  and  the  report  submitted 
by  the  majority,  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority,  in 
all  respects  proper. 

A  contract  was  made  with  William  H.  Adams,  April 
1st,  1854,  for  rebuilding  the  inner  part  of  pier  No.  45, 
North  river,  for  the  sum  of  $3,941  00,  and  to  complete  the 
work  in  sixty  days  from  that  date,  according  to  the  spe¬ 
cifications  contained  in  the  contract,  payment  was  to  be 
made,  prpvided  said  pier  is,  in  every  respect,  according  to 
the  specification. 

The  Comptroller  declined  paying  the  full  amount  of  the 
contract  for  the  rebuilding  of  said  pier,  on  the  ground 
that  the  work  had  not  been  performed  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract.  He  called  upon  one  of  the  most 
experienced  city  surveyors,  and  three  other  competent  and 
disinterested  persons,  who  made  a  thorough  examination 
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of  the  whole  work.  There  was  an  old  pier,  of  probably 
about  thirty  feet  in  width,  occupying  the  space  upon  which 
the  new  pier,  forty  feet  wide,  was  built.  The  new  pier 
was  built  upon  the  old  piles  of  the  old  pier,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  made  available,  by  placing  timbers  upon  the  old 
piles  for  the  new  pier;  and  the  persons  who  made  the  ex¬ 
amination  referred  to,  (the  report  of  which  is  given  in  the 
Comptroller’s  communication  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
September  7,  1854,  Doc.  48,)  states,  that  “  the  only  sup¬ 
port  the  bridges  have  is  the  old  and  nearly  decayed  bridge 
timbers  put  in  when  first  built;  and  the  contractor  was  re¬ 
quired  to  furnish  caps  of  good  timber,  which  are  supplied, 
“  many  of  them,  by  old  timber  not  more  than  twelve 
inches  square,  and  not  reaching  more  than  from  the  pile 
to  the  first  course  of  the  old  bridge  timber,  the  portion  in 
the  centre  being  supplied  with  plank,  or  any  thing  else  to 
make  a  bearing;”  and  their  report  is  closed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  :  “  take  the  whole  work  as  it  stands,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  remarking,  it  is  one  of  the  most  barefaced 
attempts  to  evade  a  contract  that  has  ever  come  under 
our  notice.” 

The  undersigned  has  visited  the  pier,  to  examine  the 
work,  but  the  planking  and  present  state  of  the  pier  pre¬ 
vents  a  thorough  examination,  to  enable  him  to  determine, 
from  his  own  examination,  the  true  condition  of  the  old 
foundation;  and  he  relies  upon  the  report  before  referred 
to,  and  other  representations,  for  the  facts  set  forth  in 
this  report. 

The  contractor  commenced  suit  in  the  Superior  Court, 
against  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  for  pay¬ 
ment  for  the  rebuilding  of  pier  No.  45,  which  was  tried  in 
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February  last;  the  plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  recover,, 
and  a  new  trial  was  ordered  by  the  court,  for  the  reason 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  furnish  the  necessary  facts  con¬ 
stituting  his  cause  of  action,  which  depends  upon  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  special  stipulations  of  a  written  contract;  and 
the  certificates  of  the  Superintendent  of  Wharves  were 
considered  by  the  judges,  as  insufficient,  and  the  certificate 
of  an  inspector,  required  by  the  contract,  was  not  furnish¬ 
ed  at  all. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1855,  the  contractor  was  paid 
$1,313  66,  equal  to  one-third  of  his  contract,  the  balance 
remaining  unpaid,  being  the  amount  for  which  the  con¬ 
tractor  commenced  suit. 

An  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  pier,  the  material  fur¬ 
nished,  and  the  work  performed,  has  been  furnished  by 
gentlemen  who  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  pier 
(No.  45,)  and  who  consider  that  the  contractor  is  not  en¬ 
titled  to  receive  more  than  two  thirds  the  contract  price, 
which  would  entitle  him  to  receive  $1,313  66,  in  addition 
to  one  payment  of  the  same  amount  paid  January  22d, 
1855. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  it  would  be  unjust  to 
pay  the  contractor  the  full  amount  of  his  contract,  under 
this  statement  of  facts;  but  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  materials  furnished,  and  work 
performed,  when  the  contractor  withdraw^  his  suit,  and 
stops  all  legal  proceedings  against  the  Corporation. 

The  following  resolution  is  submitted,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  would  be  doing  justice  to  the 
contractor  in  settling  his  claim  against  the  Corporation: 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  to  settle  the  balance  of  the  claim  of  William  H. 
Adams,  contractor,  for  rebuilding  the  inner  part  of  pier  No. 
45,  North  river,  by  paying  him  the  sum  of  thirteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  upon  his  discontinuing  all 
legal  proceedings  against  the  Corporation,  and  executing 
satisfactory  discharge  for  the  same. 

PETER  P.  VOORHIS,  i  sPeci“j 
)  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  Wo.  43. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER  12, 1855- 


The  Special  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  relative  to  the  Na¬ 
tivity  of  Policemen,  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

The  Special  Police  Committee  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  February 
5,  1855,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  George  W.  Matsell,  Chief  of  Police,  re¬ 
port,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  this  body,  how  many  Ameri¬ 
cans,  Irishmen,  Scotchmen,  Germans,  Frenchmen,  English¬ 
men,  and  all  other  nations  there  are  in  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  city;  also,  how  many  of  the  present  policemen 
have  been  in  the  prisons  of  the  United  States  and  of  other 
countries;  also,  how  many  of  the  present  policemen  have 
been  naturalized,  and  how  many  have  been  in  this  country 
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less  than  five  years;  also,  by  whom  all  the  members  of  the 
present  Police  Department  of  this  city  were  appointed.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  15, 
1855,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
from  the  Chief  of  Police  why  he  has  so  long  delayed  his 
report  to  the  above  resolution.” 

Aldermen  Briggs,  C.  H.  Tucker  and  Hoffmire  were  ap¬ 
pointed  such  Committee.  The  Committee  subpenaed 
Mr.  Matsell,  who  appeared  before  them,  and  said  he  would 
•report  soon;  and  on  March  19,  1855,  he  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  tabular  statement: 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  BIRTH-PLACES  OP  THE  MEMBERS  OP  THE 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 
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Alderman  Moser  moved  that  Mr.  Matsell’s  report  be 
entered  at  length  on  the  journal,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Special  Committee,  of  which  Alderman 
Briggs  is  Chairman,  which  was  carried.  The  Committee 
then  summoned  Mr.  Matsell  to  appear  before  them,  which 
he  did;  when  they  requested  him  to  place  in  the  Commit¬ 
tee's  hands  the  official  reports  of  the  Police  Captains,  (as 
made  to  him  from  the  respective  wards,  and  from  which 
he  had  unjustifiably  made  the  above  condensed  tabular 
statement,)  which  he  peremptorily  refused  to  do-  The 
Committee  then  examined  the  policemen  of  several  wards, 
and  ascertained  that  Mr,  Matsell  had  not  returned,  in  his 
tabular  report,  more  than  half  as  many  foreign  and  alien 
policemen  as  really  existed  through  all  the  wards  of  the 
city.  They  ascertained,  moreover,  that  more  than  one 
hundred  policemen  had  been  in  prison,  (and  some  of  them 
for  crimes  of  the  gravest  character,)  against  the  thirty-nine 
which  he  reports  to  have  been  in  prison.  He  also  stated 
that  of  these  thirty-nine  policemen  who  had  been  in  prison, 
“  twenty-four  were  Americans,  and  fifteen  were  foreign 
born.”  As  far  as  the  Committee  extended  their  researches, 
they  found  that  two-thirds  of  the  policemen  who  had  been 
in  prison  were  foreigners  and  aliens.  They  then  sub- 
penaed  him,  to  examine  him  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  his 
own  return  of  nativity,  with  the  following  melancholy 
and  deplorable  result  for  Mr.  Matsell. 

Mr-  Matsell,  under  oath,  said  that  4!  his  mother  died 
two  or  three  years  since;  that  he  had  been  told  by  his 
mother  that  he  was  born  in  1811,  and  was  consequently 
forty-three  or  forty -four  years  old;  that  his  full  name  was 
George  Washington  Matsell;  that  lie  first  went  to  school 
in  Tryon  row;  that  he  may  have  been  to  school  before; 
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that  his  residence  in  Bancker  street,  (now  Madison  street,) 
was  about  the  first  of  his  recollection;  that  he  remembers 
living  in  Broadway,  between  Prince  and  Houston  streets, 
opposite  Lafayette  Hall;  that  he  was  born  in  the  United 
States,  that  his  mother  told  him  so,  which  is  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  he  had  of  his  birth-place;  that  his  father  was  a 
tailor,  named  George  Matsell;  that  his  mother  died  about 
two  or  three  years  since;  that  his  father  came  to  America 
when  he  was  about  nineteen  years  old,  and  died  at  eighty- 
four;  that  he  had  three  sisters  and  one  brother  living; 
that  one  sister  was  now  in  Manchester,  England,  whose 
husband  was  the  American  Consul  there;  that  another 
sister  lived  in  this  city,  and  another  resided  in  Brooklyn; 
that  a  younger  brother  lived  out  of  the  city;  that  his 
father  was  married  but  once;  that  his  father  died  about 
ten  years  since;  that  he  had  seen  his  father  vote  many 
times;  that  he  did  not  know  if  his  father  was  ever  natu¬ 
ralized;  that  he  did  not  know  if  his  father  ever  returned 
to  Europe  after  he  first  came  to  America;  that  his  father 
may  have  crossed  the  ocean  a  dozen  times  for  aught  he 
knew;  that  he  had  voted  often  himself,  and  hoped  to  do 
so  again;  that  his  vote  was  once  challenged,  but  the  chal¬ 
lenge  was  withdrawn;  that  he  saw  his  father  vote  in  the 
Eighth  and  Fourteenth  Wards;  that  he  did  not  know 
where  his  father  resided  in  Europe  previous  to  coming  to 
America;  that  he  may  have  heard  many  times  where  his 
father  lived  in  England,  prior  to  coming  to  America,  but 
he  did  not  remember  it,  even  if  his  father  had  ever  told 
him;  that  he  supposed  the  Committee  did  not  want  hear¬ 
say  evidence  on  this  point,  that  hearsay  evidence  was 
hardly  legal;  that  his  mother  had  told  him  that  he  was 
born  in  America,  and  that  he  considered  his  mother  best 
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calculated  to  give  him  correct  information;  that  his  father 
lived  until  he  (his  son)  was  grown  up  to  manhood;  that 
his  father,  no  doubt,  had  often  told  him  where  he  (his 
father)  was  born  in  Europe,  and  lived  prior  to  coming  to 
America;  but  that  upon  his  life  he  could  not  recollect  any 
thing  that  his  father  may  have  told  him  in  relation  to  it; 
that  he  had  not  a  family  record  of  his  father’s  family, 
(from  which  he  could  obtain  a  particle  of  evidence  in  re¬ 
lation  to  his  family  or  birth-place;)  that  he  never  took  any 
interest  in  it,  and  never  had  occasion  to  hunt  it  up;  that 
he  had  a  record  of  his  own  family,  but  none  of  his  father’s 
family. 

The  following  is  the  counter  testimony: 

Isaac  Brush  deposed:  that  he  wras  a  cirtman;  that  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Matsell;  that  he 
saw  them  the  first  time  in  1818  or  1819;  that  he  knew  he 
moved  them  from  what  was  called  Bancker  street  at  that 
time;  that  he  moved  them  up  Broadway,  just  above  Niblo’s, 
into  one  of  Thomas  H.  Smith’s  houses;  that  he  thought 
there  were  three  or  four  children  in  the  family;  that  there 
were  also  a  grandmother,  and  a  husband  and  a  wife;  that 
he  thought  there  were  two  or  three  boys,  but  he  wasn’t 
sure,  that  he  supposed  them  to  be  an  English  family  by 
the  looks  of  them;  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  Mr.  Matsell’s  father  was  an  Englishman;  that  the 
family  were  all  one  thing  as  to  English  appearance;  that 
the  old  gentleman  was  a  tailor;  that  he  had  heard  it  talked 
of  a  great  deal  by  different  people  whether  Mr.  Matsell, 
the  Chief  of  Police,  was  an  American  or  an  Englishman; 
that  he  alwajrn  considered  him  an  Englishman;  that  he  has 
been  a  cartman  since  1815,  and  was  driving  a  cart  yet; 
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that  he  was  an  American  by  birth;  that  he  was  born  on 
Long  Island;  that  he  lived  on  Old  Green  Hill  or  Seammel 
street,  at  the  time  he  moved  the  Matsell  family. 

Mrs.  Edward  Sherlock  deposed:  That  she  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Matsell’s  family  in  1819;  that  she  lived 
•on  Broadway,  and  happened  to  go  into  the  house  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  that  name,  who  had  a  family ;  that  she  thought 
it  was  552  Broadway,  or  something  like  that;  that  she 
hired  apartments  from  Mr.  Matsell,  who  was  an  English¬ 
man  and  a  tailor;  that  she  and  her  husband  hired  apart¬ 
ments  from  him;  that  she  did  not  remember  the  Christian 
name  of  Mr.  Matsell;  that  afterward  both  herself  and  her 
husband  went  to  Savannah,  Georgia;  that  they  returned 
to  New  York,  and  many  years  after  their  return,  she  met 
a  man  named  Dennison,  a  clerk  in  the  city  prison  or  cus¬ 
tom  house,  who  said  to  her  that  there  was  some  bad  feel¬ 
ing  between  himself  and  a  Mr.  Matsell;  that  she  said  to 
him,  “  Mr.  Dennison,  we  know  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Mat¬ 
sell,  that  lived  up  where  we  used  to  live;”  that  Mr.  Den¬ 
nison  replied  to  her,  “  Well,  this  is  a  son  of  that  man,  who 
is  now  connected  with  the  police,  and  he  is  trying  to  pass 
himself  off  as  an  American;  that  the  Matsell  family 
(when  she  lived  in  the  house  with  them,)  looked  about  as 
green  as  she  did;  that  she  saw  Mr.  Matsell’s  boys  about 
the  house;  that  she  always  believed  that  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell  was  an  Englishman;  that  he  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Mat¬ 
sell,  the  tailor;  that  she  did  not  know  if  he  was  ever 
naturalized  or  not;  that  Mr.  Matsell,  the  tailor,  asked 
her,  on  the  day  she  first  saw  him,  if  she  had  just  come 
from  the  old  country;  that  he  said  that  he  himself  had  re¬ 
cently  come  from  England,  with  his  entire  family. 
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[The  following  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen:] 

I,  Louisa  Wyckoff,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Crosby 
street,  within  a  block  from  where  Mr.  George  Matsell 
lived,  whose  family  was  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of,  be¬ 
fore  or  since,  of  the  name  of  Matsell,  and  I  have  heard 
Mr.  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  say  that  he  knew  of  no 
one  in  this  city  who  bore  the  name  of  Matsell,  except  his 
family.  From  my  earliest  recollection,  I  played  with 
George  Matsell’s  children,  who  resided  in  Broadway, 
where  the  Club  house  now  stands,  between  Prince  and 
Houston  streets.  Their  father  was  a  very  poor  tailor, 
who  repaired  clothes,  did  little  jobs,  &c.,  and  made  a  poor 
living  at  it;  I  remember  he  had  a  white  sign  with  black 
letters,  which  extended  entirely  across  his  house,  if  a 
house  it  could  be  called,  but  which  could  more  properly  be 
ealled  a  very  old,  unfinished  shed;  the  sign  read,  “  George 
Matsell,  Tailor,  from  London.”  I  have  frequently  talked 
with  George  W.  Matsell’s  father  and  mother,  about  Eng¬ 
land  and  about  their  children;  they  always  acknowledged, 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,  that  all  of  their  children  were 
born  in  England,  except  the  youngest,  whose  name  was 
James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell;  I  well  remember 
what  a  terrible  teasing  the  poor  little  fellow  got  from  the 
children  in  the  neighborhood,  for  his  very  long  and  singu¬ 
lar  name;  I  have  often  seen  the  little  boys  and  girls 
chasing  him  into  his  father’s  shanty,  screaming,  “  There 
goes  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  Mr.  Mat- 
sell’s  Yankee  boy;”  I  also  remember  that  once  George 
W.  Matsell  and  his  brother,  Augustus  Matsell,  came  to 
our  house  to  go  to  school  with  my  brother,  when  George 
told  my  mother  that  he  remembered  when  he  used  to  go 
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to  his  grandmother's,  in  England,  and  get  cake  ;  my 
mother  replied,  “  I  suppose  you  do  remember  it.”  I  am 
personally  acquainted  with  several  persons,  middle-aged 
and  aged,  who  came  over  in  the  ship  Perseus,  Captain 
Richardson,  who  say  that  George  Matsell,  the  journeyman 
tailor,  and  his  family,  were  on  board;  that  the  vessel 
originally  left  London,  and  touched  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 
6th  of  May,  1817,  and  that  Mr.  Matsell’s  family  was  on 
board  when  she  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  consisting  of  Mr. 
George  Matsell,  his  wife,  and  his  wife’s  mother  (Mrs.  Con¬ 
stable,)  a  very  old  woman;  and  his  son,  William  Matsell, 
was  born  by  a  former  wife;  his  eldest  daughter,  Mary, 
who,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Abbott,  her  first  husband, 
married  Mr.  McFinn,  who  was  a  teacher;  his  second 
daughter,  Susan,  married  Mr.  James  Fiori,  who,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  present  American  Consul  at  Manchester,  Eng¬ 
land;  his  third  daughter  was  named  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  man  named  Sweet,  (a  ladder-maker)  as  I  was  told, 
and  who  used  to  call  herself  “  the  little  English  girl.” 
There  were  four  boys,  William,  George,  Augustus  and 
James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  as  before  stated. 
William  was  a  tailor,  who  is  since  dead;  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell  is  the  present  Chief  of  Police;  Augustus  was  in  the 
Comptroller’s  office,  and  went  to  California;  James  Henry 
Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell  was  a  lieutenant  in  Col.  Ste¬ 
venson’s  California  Regiment,  which  fact  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell  told  me  in  his  own  house,  when  he  lived  in  Allen 
street.  This  conveys  a  brief  account  of  every  member 
of  the  family  of  George  Matsell,  the  tailor,  who  arrived 
at  Halifax,  from  London,  in  1817. 

LOUISA  WYCKOFF. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  eighth  > 
day  of  April.  1855-  $ 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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[The  following  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen:] 

I,  Thomas  Baker,  residing  at  No.  128  West  Sixteenth 
street,  and  being  forty-five  years  old,  depose,  that  I  first 
knew  George  W.  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  in  1820; 
that  I  lived,  from  1820  to  1826,  within  five  doors  of  him, 
which  was  opposite  the  present  Lafayette  Hall,  in  Broad¬ 
way;  that  he  then,  and  has  always  since,  told  me  that  he 
was  born  in  England;  that  it  was  the  common  talk,  in  the 
whole  neighborhood,  that  he  was  an  English  boy;  that 
his  exceedingly  raw  pronunciation  of  moother  for  mother , 
and  all  other  words,  distinguished  him  from  the  American 
boys  of  that  day.  Mr.  Matsell’s  father  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  viz:  Mary,  Susan,  Elizabeth,  William,  George,  Au¬ 
gustus  (late  of  the  Comptroller’s  office,)  and  one  who  was 
born  in  this  country,  named  James  Henry  Abdeel  Colum¬ 
bia  Matsell,  who  used  to  be  distinguished  from  the  other 
children  by  being  called  the  Yankee  boy,  while  playing 
with  Mr.  Matsell’s  boys,  in  Mr.  Matsell’s  house.  I  have 
often  heard  Mr.  Matsell  say  that  James  Henry  Abdeel 
Columbia  Matsell  was  his  Yankee  boy,  and  that  his  others 
were  his  English  boys.  I  have  often  seen  the  family 
record;  sometimes  it  was  on  the  table,  and  sometimes  on 
the  shop-board.  Mr.  George  Matsell,  the  father,  was  a 
journeyman  tailor,  and  very  poor  indeed;  I  have  always 
understood  and  believed  that  a  lady  passenger,  named 
Constable,  paid  the  passage  of  Mr.  Matsell  and  his  family 
to  this  country.  The  house  that  Mr.  Matsell  lived  in,  op¬ 
posite  Lafayette  Hall,  was  scarcely  tenantable;  it  was  a 
very  old  house,  and  never  was  finished,  the  proprietor’s 
funds  giving  out  before  he  completed  it;  Mr.  Matsell  had 
very  little  furniture  in  his  house,  which  consisted  of  but 
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two  rooms;  he  had  not  a  particle  of  tailoring  stock  in  the 
house.  From  the  very  raw,  green  and  indistinct  manner 
in  which  himself  and  children  talked,  I  think  they  must 
have  come  from  the  interior  of  England,  as  I  never  knew 
a  Londoner  to  speak  the  English  language  as  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Matsell  and  all  of  their  children,  except  James 
Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  who  was  unquestionably 
born  in  the  United  States.  And  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

THOS.  BAKER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  eighth  ? 
day  of  April,  1855.  $ 

G-.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds.. 


[The  following  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen:] 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — I,  Sarah  Pollock, 
residing  at  No.  eleven  Greenwich  avenue,  depose,  that 
I  was  born  in  Winchester,  England,  about  seventy 
years  ago;  that  in  the  year  1817,  on  May  seventh,  my¬ 
self,  husband  and  daughter,  Sarah  Pollock  Atkinson, 
took  passage  at  Portsmouth,  England,  for  the  United 
States,  in  the  Perseus,  Captain  Richardson.  My  son, 
John  Pollock,  was  born  on  the  passage.  When  I  went 
on  board]  I  found  a  family  named  Matsell,  who  had 
taken  passage  at  London;  Mr.  Matsell  was  a  journeyman 
tailor,  and  had  his  wife  with  him,  and  his  mother,  or  his 
wife’s  mother,  was  also  with  him;  he  had  also  with  tyim 
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several  children,  sons  and  daughters,  but  as  I  was  sea-sick 
a  great  deal,  and  not  much  on  deck,  I  cannot  remember 
their  Christian  names. 

SARAH  POLLOCK. 

New  York,  April  Tth,  1853. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  ) 
eighth  day  of  April,  1855.  ) 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


[The  following  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen:] 

City  and  County  of  J\'ew  York,  ss: — I,  Sarah  Atkinson, 
residing  at  No.  11  Greenwich  avenue,  and  daughter  of 
Sarah  Pollock,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  London,  in 
1805;  that  in  the  year  1817,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  I  left 
Portsmouth,  England,  for  the  United  States,  with  my 
father  and  mother,  in  the  Perseus,  Captain  John  Richard¬ 
son,  and,  on  going  on  board,  I  found  a  family  named  Mat- 
sell,  consisting  of  George  Matsell,  (who  was  a  journeyman 
tailor,)  his  wife,  either  his  own,  or  his  wife’s  mother,  and 
several  children,  some  older  and  some  younger  than  my¬ 
self  ;  I  played  with  those  of  Mr,  Matsell’s  children,  who 
were  about  my  age,  but  do  not  remember  their  Christian 
names. 

SARAH  ATKINSON. 

New  York,  April  7th,  1855. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  eighth  | 
day  of  April,  1855.  j 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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[The  followiBg  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen:] 

I,  Ann  B.  Cudlipp,  depose — That  I  was  born  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  in  1801;  that  I  am  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Sparshott,  and  sister  of  Elizabeth  Kervan,  of  Blooming- 
dale;  that  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  Perseus,  Captain  Rich¬ 
ardson,  in  1817,  from  Portsmouth,  England,  to  Halifax; 
that  there  was  a  family  named  Matsell,  on  board;  that 
Mr.  Matsell  had  a  wife  on  board;  that  he  had  two  daugh¬ 
ters  on  board,  named  Mary  and  Susan;  that  he  had  three 
sons  on  board,  named  William  Matsell,  George  W.  Mat¬ 
sell  and  Augustus  Matsell;  these  three  sons,  William, 
George  and  Augustus,  I  distinctly  and  positively  remem¬ 
ber;  that  William  was  about  nineteen;  that  George  W. 
was  about  seven  or  eight  years  old;  that  there  was  a  very 
old  lady  on  board  who  was  either  Mr.  Matsell;s  mother  or 
his  wife’s  mother;  we  got  out  of  provisions,  and  put  into 
Halifax  for  provisions. 

ANN  B.  CUDLIPP. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  seventh  ) 
day  of  April,  1855.  f 

Thomas  Pearson, 

Justice  of  the  Seventh  District. 
Yorkville,  April  7th,  1855. 


[The  following  affidavit  is  on  the  official  file  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen:] 

I,  Elizabeth  Kervan,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  in  1803;  that  I  was  a  passenger  on  board 
of  the  Perseus,  Captain  Richardson,  in  1817,  from  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  to  Halifax;  that  we  had  a  very  lengthy 
passage;  had  a  severe  thunder  storm;  became  short  of 
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provisions;  put  into  Halifax  for  supplies;  that  the  passen¬ 
gers  were  grossly  deceived  by  a  man  named  Fitzgerald, 
who  had  chartered  the  vessel,  and  took  the  passage  money 
in  advance,  promising  to  take  the  passengers  to  New 
York,  Baltimore,  and  to  other  ports,  when,  in  fact,  the 
vessel  proved  to  be  bound  only  to  St.  Johns;  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  refused  to  carry  the  passengers  further  than  St. 
Johns,  where  he  landed  all  the  passengers  who  did  not 
leave  the  vessel  at  Halifax;  our  family  remained  at  Hali¬ 
fax;  I  remember  Mr.  George  Matsell,  a  tailor,  and  his 
family,  whom  I  found  on  board,  at  Portsmouth,  when  I 
went  on  board;  that  Mr.  Matsell’s  family  consisted  of 
himself,  his  wife,  an  old  lady,  who  was  either  his  mother 
or  his  wife’s  mother,  Miss  Mary  Matsell,  Susan,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Matsell,  I  well  remember;  I  also  remember  some 
smaller  children  of  Mr.  George  Matsell,  but  do  not  re¬ 
member  their  names.  Mrs.  Matsell  had  an  infant  child;  I 
have  always  believed,  that  the  present  Chief  of  Police, 
George  W.  Matsell,  was  a  passenger  with  myself,  in  the 
Perseus,  Captain  Richardson,  in  1817;  and  this  has  always 
been  understood  and  talked  over,  and  fully  believed  by 
those  who  came  with  me  in  the  Perseus,  and  he  being  an 
Englishman,  has  been  a  matter  of  history  with  us;  about 
nine  years  since,  I  asked  George  W.  Matsell  if  he  remem¬ 
bered  a  family  named  Sparshott,  that  came  over  with  him, 
he  replied,  that  he  was  so  young  that  he  could  not  recol¬ 
lect  it. 

ELIZABETH  KERVAN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  seventh  £ 
day  of  April,  1855.  ) 

M.  A.  Reed, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
Bloomingdale,  April  7th,  1855. 
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Elizabeth  Kervan,  and  her  sister.  Ann  B.  Cudlipp,  refer 
(for  a  knowledge  of  their  character,)  to  Mayor  Wood,  ex- 
Mayor  Westervelt,  William  H.  Webb,  William  Gage,  ex- 
Sheriff  Thomas  Carnley,  Abram  Hatfield,  Peter  Goelet’s 
family,  and  to  the  families  of  Jacob  Bell,  Isaac  Webb, 
David  Webb,  Samuel  Webb,  and  David  Brown.  Mrs. 
Kervan  is  the  widow  of  John  Kervan,  who  died  about 
fifteen  years  since.  Mrs.  Kervan,  and  Mrs.  Cudlipp,  are> 
with  Mayor  Wood’s  wife,  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Bloomingdale,  whose  pastor  is  Rev.  William 
Richmond. 


City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss: — I,  Louisa  Baker, 
(whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Smith,)  residing  at  No. 
478  Grand  street,  and  intending  to  remove  to  No.  149 
Clinton  street,  on  the  first  of  May,  depose,  that  I  am 
forty-seven  years  old,  and  that  when  I  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age  I  went  to  learn  the  tailor’s  trade  of  George 
Matsell,  a  tailor,  who  then  resided  in  a  very  poor  old 
frame  house,  of  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  which  stood 
near  Niblo’s  Garden,  and  nearly  opposite  where  Lafayette 
Hall  now  stands,  in  Broadway,  between  Prince  and  Hous¬ 
ton  streets;  that  Mr.  Matsell’s  business  was  chiefly  to 
mend  and  turn  old  coats;  that  I  was  with  Mr.  Matsell 
one  year,  and  that  I  chiefly  learned  how  to  mend  and  turn 
old  coats;  that  once  in  a  while  he  would  have  a  job  to 
make  a  new  pair  of  pantaloons  or  vest,  and  other  jobs; 
and  that  I  sometimes  worked  on  these;  that  Mrs.  Harriet 
Dusenbury,  now  of  No.  258  Monroe  street,  learned  how 
to  mend  old  clothes  of  Mr.  Matsell,  at  the  same  time;  and 
I  remember  her  telling  me  that  she  went  to  a  party  with 
Mr.  Matsell’s  son  George;  that  I  remember  this  the  more 
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especially,  as  she  didn’t  tell  me  that  she  was  going  to  a 
party  with  George,  until  afterward,  and  that  I  was  very 
much  provoked  about  it;  that  I  well  remember  that 
George  used  to  hold  the  rope  for  myself  and  other  girls, 
while  we  jumped  over  it;  that  sometimes  Elizabeth  Mat- 
sell  used  to  jump  the  rope  with  us,  while  George  held  the 
rope;  that  Elizabeth  used  to  call  herself  the  little  English 
girl;  that  sometimes  Miss  Susan  Matsell,  George’s  sister, 
would  jump  the  rope  with  us,  while  George  held  it, 
although  Susan  was  considerably  older  than  myself ;  and 
Miss  Johnson,  now  Mrs.  Dusenbury,  and  Elizabeth  Mat- 
sell;  that  I  remember  Mary  Matsell,  Mr.  Matsell’s  eldest 
daughter,  who  married  Mr.  Abbott;  that  Susan  Matsell 
married  Mr.  Fiori,  an  Italian,  whose  father  kept  a  porter¬ 
house  opposite  Mr.  Matsell’s;  that  I  remember  Augustus 
Matsell,  and  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell, 
whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matsell  used  to  call  their  Yankee 
boy,  on  account  of  his  being  born  in  the  United  States; 
that  I  always  understood  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matsell,  (and 
from  many  other  persons,)  that  all  of  their  children,  ex¬ 
cept  James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia  Matsell,  were  born  in 
England;  that  I  supposed  they  had  recently  come  from 
England,  before  they  told  me  so,  from  their  English  pro¬ 
nunciation,  and  from  their  English  appearance;  that 
George  had  very  red  cheeks,  like  his  father,  and  looked, 
in  every  respect,  more  like  an  English  boy  than  his  other 
brother;  that  I  remember  that  George  was  a  very  wild, 
roguish,  and  bad  boy,  and  that  he  gave  his  mother  much 
trouble,  and  that  I  have  often  seen  her  cry  in  consequence 
of  the  bad  conduct  of  George,  her  son;  that  I  called,  with 
Mrs.  Dusenbury,  on  Mrs.  Matsell,  after  I  had  learned  to 
mend -old -clothes,  of  her  husband,  when  Mrs.  Matsell  told 
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*  us  that  we  must  excuse  her,  as  her  son  George  had  just 
got  married  to  a  girl  on  Staten  Island,  and  that  he  was 
coming  with  his  young  wife,  to  take  dinner  with  her  that 
day;  that  she  then  went  into  the  next  room,  and,  after  we 
had  waited  some  time  for  her  to  return,  and  finding  she 
did  not  return,  and  thinking  that  we  might  be  hindering 
her  from  preparing  the  wedding  dinner  for  her  son  George, 
we  concluded  to  leave,  which  we  did,  before  she  came 
back  to  see  us.  Mrs.  Matsell  still  resided,  at  this  time, 
opposite  Lafayette  Hall,  in  Broadway;  that  I  have  long 
known  William  D.  Murphy,  the  sail-maker,  in  South 
street,  my  husband  having  worked  for  him  about  twelve 
years  past,  and  is  now  Mr.  Murphy’s  foreman,  and  has 
been  his  foreman  about  ten  years;  that  I  know  Benjamin 
Hutchinson,  the  coal  dealer,  and  Thomas  Dusenbury,  cop¬ 
persmith,  in  Water  street;  that  myself  and  husband  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Cannon  street,  of  which 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Banvard  is  pastor;  and  that  my  husband 
has  been  a  deacon  of  said  church  for  ten  years  past,  and 
that,  to  all  of  the  above  persons,  I  refer  for  a  knowledge 
of  my  character.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 


LOUISA  BAKER. 


Sworn  to  before  me,  this  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  April,  1855. 


G.  W.  Wheeler, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds . 


I,  Harriett  Dusenbury,  (whose  maiden  name  was  Har¬ 
riett  Johnson,)  now  residing  at  No.  258  Monroe  street, 
and  intending  to  remove  to  Brooklyn,  in  Clinton  street, 
near  Hamilton  Ferry,  (strept  not  numbered  yet,)  depose 
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that  I  will  be  forty-eight  years  old  oil  the  11th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  next,  and  that  I  went  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade  of 
George  Matsell,  when  I  was  about  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  old,  who  then  resided  in  Broadway,  between  Prince 
and  Houston  streets,  on  the  spot  where  Niblo’s  Garden 
now  is;  that  Mr.  Matsell  then  resided  in  a  low,  yellow 
frame  house;  that  I  first  went  to  Mr.  Matsell's  about  one 
week  after  Miss  Louisa  Smith,  (now  Mrs.  Louisa  Baker,) 
went  there;  that  I  was  acquainted  with  Miss  Louisa  Smith 
before  she  went  to  Mr.  Matsell’s;  that  Mr.  Matsell’s  chief 
business  was  to  repair  old  clothes,  and  to  make  old  coats 
into  new  ones;  that  George  was  about  twelve  years  old  at 
that  time;  that  Mrs.  Matsell,  the  wife  of  George  Matsell, 
the  tailor,  told  me  that  her  son  George  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  together  with  her  son  Augustus,  and  her  daughters 
Mary,  Susan  and  Elizabeth  Matsell;  that  I  remained  with 
Mr.  Matsell  about  seven  months;  that  Eliza  Caustin  and 
her  sister  were  also  there  at  work  for  Mr.  Matsell,  at  the 
same  time  I  was,  both  of  whom  subsequently  got  married; 
and  that  both  of  them  have  since  died;  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matsell,  and  all  of  their  children,  above  alluded  to,  look¬ 
ed  and  acted  as  though  they  had  not  long  been  from  Eng¬ 
land;  that  in  pronounciation  and  appearance  they  seemed 
to  me  to  be  English  people;  that  Mrs.  Matsell  used  to  ask 
us  girls  how  to  do  up  American  fruit,  and  that  none  of  the 
family  seemed  to  know  any  thing  about  American  cooking; 
that  we  girls  used  to  jump  the  rope  for  recreation,  between 
twelve  and  one  o’clock,  our  dinner  hour;  that  George 
used  to  hold  the  rope  while  we  jumped  over  it;  that  we 
jumped  the  rope  sometimes  with  Elizabeth  Matsell,  who 
was  George’s  sister,  and  who  was  a  school  girl  at  the  time; 
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that  Mary  Matsell  got  married  to  Mr.  Abbott  before  I 
went  to  Mr.  Matsell’s,  and  lived  somewhere  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

her 

HARRIETT  +  DUSENBURY. 

mark . 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  ) 

30th  day  of  April,  1855.  $ 


G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


I,  Letitia  Millegan,  whose  maiden  name  was  Howard, 
and  now  a  resident  of  Geneva,  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Brandon,  Suffolk  County, 
England,  in  1798;  that  in  1809,  my  father,  John  Howard, 
came  home  one  evening,  while  the  family  were  at  tea,  and 
said,  “  Here  is  Mr.  George  Matsell,  a  tailor  by  trade,  to 
whom  I  was  introduced  to-day,  who  has  recently  come 
from  London  to  reside  permanently  in  Brandon;  that  as  soon 
as  Mr.  Matsell  was  introduced  to  us,  he  said  to  my  father, 
that  “he  had  a  daughter  named  Mary,  who  was  just  about 
my  age,  who  was  born  in  1798;”  that  I  afterward  became 
acquainted  with  Mary  Matsell,  Susan  and  William,  who 
were  all  the  children  Mr.  Matsell  had  when  he  came  to 
Brandon;  that  I  have  heard  Mr.  Matsell  say  that  he  was 
a  native  of  Norfolk  County,  England,  which  adjoins  Suf¬ 
folk  County,  and  that  he  went  to  America  after  he  mar¬ 
ried,  and  buried  his  first  wife  in  London,  by  whom  he  had 
no  children,  and  that  he  soon  returned  to  England;  that 
I  have  also  heard  Mr.  Matsell  say  that  some  time  after  he 
returned  to  England  from  America,  that  he  got  married 
again  in  Norfolk  County,  where  he  had  three  sisters  re- 
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siding,  and  that  he  then  went  to  reside  in  London;  that  I 
was  very  intimate  with  Mary,  Mr.  Matsell’s  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  visited  her  frequently  in  Brandon,  and  often  slept 
with  her  at  her  father’s  house,  which  was  only  about  forty 
rods  from  my  father’s  residence  in  Brandon,  and  that  Mary 
has  often  slept  with  me  at  my  father’s  house;  that  Mary 
and  myself  have  often  been  to  church  together;  that  Mr. 
Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
was  correct  when  he  stated  before  the  Police  Investigating 
Committee  that  he  was  born  in  1811,  but  that  he  was  born, 
to  my  positive  knowledge,  in  Brandon,  England,  in  1811, 
instead  of  America,  as  he  stated  his  mother  told  him;  that 
I  distinctly  remember  him  from  his  birth  up  to  the  time 
he  left  Brandon  with  his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1817 ; 
that  I  distinctly  remember  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  Mat- 
sell,  who  were,  to  my  knowledge,  born  in  Brandon,  after 
the  birth  of  George;  and  that  I  also  knew  them  un£il  they 
left  Brandon  in  1817;  that  George  had  not Washington” 
attached  to  his  name  during  his  residence  in  Brandon  from 
1811  to  1817 ;  that  Brandon,  in  those  days,  had  only  seve¬ 
ral  hundred  inhabitants,  and  that  the  Matsell  family,  like 
all  other  families  there,  was  generally  known  throughout 
the  town;  that  in  April,  1817,  Mrs.  Matsell,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Constable,  Mrs.  Constable,  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  Mrs.  Matsell,  Mary,  Susan,  William,  George,  Au¬ 
gustus  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  all  suddenly  left  Brandon, 
without  any  one  knowing  it  except  themselves,  and  were 
not  heard  of  afterward  until  a  letter  was  received  from 
them  in  Brandon  from  America;  that  this  is  the  only  fam¬ 
ily  named  Matsell  that  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of  in  Eng¬ 
land  or  America;  that  I  left  England  with  my  husband, 
for  America,  nine  years  since,  and  have  resided  in  Geneva, 
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New  York,  ever  since  I  came  to  America;  that  my  hus¬ 
band  is  a  shoe  manufacturer,  and  if  any  person  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  desires  to  know  how  we  have  conducted  ourselves 
during  our  nine  years’  residence  in  Geneva,  they  can  easily 
learn  by  inquiring  of  the  shoe  and  leather  dealers,  and  of 
respectable  citizens  engaged  in  other  pursuits  in  Geneva; 
that  I  expressly  desire  here  to  state  that  I  have  not  given 
this  affidavit  from  choice;  that  it  originated  in  this  wise: 
A  Mr.  Mead,  who  is  acquainted  with  my  husband  in  Gene¬ 
va,  stated  some  time  since  that  he  had  been  reading  in  the 
New  York  newspapers,  that  Mr.  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Po¬ 
lice,  had  returned  himself  in  an  official  document  to  the 
Common  Council,  as  a  native  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  sworn  before  the  Police  Investigating  Committee  that 
his  mother  had  told  him  so;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
where  his  father  resided  before  he  came  to  America;  that 
on  hearing  this,  both  myself  and  husband  very  naturally 
expressed  much  surprise  that  Mr.  Matsell  should  disown 
his  country,  and  my  husband  at  the  same  time  narrated  to 
Mr.  Mead  some  of  the  facts  in  this  affidavit;  that  Mr. 
Mead,  without  consulting  me,  wrote  to  Alderman  Briggs, 
Chairman  of  the  Police  Committee  in  New  York,  inform¬ 
ing  him  of  these  facts;  that  recently  a  person  calling  him¬ 
self  Stephen  H.  Branch,  came  to  Geneva,  with  the  letter 
that  Mr.  Mead  wrote  to  Alderman  Briggs,  as  evidence  of 
his  authority,  and  after  being  introduced  to  me  by  Mr. 
Mead,  requested  me  to  give  this  affidavit,  which  I  have 
very  reluctantly  given,  from  my  strong  desire  not  to  vol¬ 
untarily  injure  Mr.  Matsell,  or  any  body  else;  that  my 
husband  told  Mr.  Branch  that  I  should  not  make  oath  to 
what  I  have  here  stated  respecting  Mr.  Matsell’s  nativity, 
until  he  had  gone  before  a  magistrate  and  protected 
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against  it,  and  that  his  wife  had  given  her  affidavit  only 
from  his  desire  to  have  her  conform  to  the  laws  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  to  the  recent  decision  of  Judge  Daly,  which  my 
husband  had  attentively  read  before  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Branch  in  Geneva;  but  Mr.  Branch  finally  consented  to 
let  these  reasons  for  giving  my  affidavit  be  embodied  in 
the  affidavit  itself,  and  I  then,  by  permission  of  my  hus¬ 
band,  (and  greatly  relieved  myself  with  this  expression  of 
my  motive  in  the  affidavit,)  went  before  a  magistrate,  and 
made  a  solemn  oath  that  all  I  have  here  stated  is  most  sa¬ 
credly  true.  And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

LETITIA  MILLEGAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me, ) 
this  25th  day  of  June,  1855.  [ 

Geo.  M.  Horton, 

A  Justice  of  the  Peace 

in  and  for  Ontario  County. 


To  Aldermen  Briggs,  Tucker  and  Hoffmire, 

of  the  Special  Police  Investigating  Committee : 

Gentlemen:— I  left  East  Boston  in  the  steamship  Amer¬ 
ica,  July  18th,  1855,  at  12’  o’clock,  p.m.,  for  England; 
reached  Halifax,  N.  S.,  at  4  a.m.,  July  20;  stopped  about 
one  hour,  and  arrived  at  Liverpool  July  29th,  1855.  Left 
Liverpool  in  the  rail-cars,  July  30th,  and  reached  Brandon, 
England,  July  31st,  saw  Mr.  Farrow,  the  parish  clerk, 
and  Mr.  Clark,  the  postmaster,  of  Brandon,  both  of  whom 
told  me  that  the  rector  of  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  of  Brandon, 
(the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,)  had  gone  to  London.  Left  Bran¬ 
don,  for  London,  July  31st,  and  arrived  at  midnight,  on 
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August  1st;  saw  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  and  got  from  him  tlio 
following  note  to  Mr.  Farrow,  the  parish  clerk  of  Brandon : 

u  Mr.  Farrow,  will  you  go  to  the  rectory,  with  Mr. 
Hawes,  ask  Mrs.  Nunn  to  go  up,  or  go  up  yourself,  and 
find  the  register  of  baptisms  about  fifty  years  back.  They 
are  kept  in  an  iron  chest,  in  the  closet  at  the  back  of  my 
room.  You  copy  out  what  registers  he  requires,  and  send 
them  up  to  me  by  Mr.  Hawes,  and  I  will  sign  them. 

“  Yours,  <fcc., 

“  SAMUEL  WARREN. 

“London,  August  1st.  1855.” 

I  returned  to  Brandon,  and  went  to  the  parish  clerk’s 
residence,  but  was  informed  by  his  wife  that  he  had  gone 
to  Bury,  fifteen  miles  distant.  I  then  went  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Warren’s  residence,  in  the  suburbs  of  Brandon, 
through  meandering  paths,  passing  through  the  church 
yard  of  St.  Mary’s  and  by  the  graves  of  a  thousand  years. 
Saw  Mrs.  Nunn,  who  superintends  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren’s 
residence  during  his  absence  in  London:  told  Mrs.  Nunn 
’that  I  had  a  note  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Farrow,  the  parish  clerk,  who  had  gone  to  Bury,  and 
who  would  not  return  until  8  o’clock,  p.m.;  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren  had  mentioned  her  name  in  the 
note,  respecting  letting  me  see  the  baptismal  records,  and 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Farrow  was  absent  from  Brandon,  that 
I  could  not  see  any  impropriety  in  her  opening  the  note. 
She  replied  that  she  was  no  scholar.  I  then  told  her  if 
she  would  break  the  seal,  that  I  would  read  the  note  to 
her;  she  did  so;  I  then  read  the  note,  after  which  she  went, 
with  myself,  up  stairs,  through  a  very  large  room,  into  a 
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large  closet,  where  was  a  massive  iron  chest,  of  great  an¬ 
tiquity;  she  opened  it,  and  began  to  take  out  the  bound 
books  containing  the  baptismal,  death  and  marriage  re¬ 
cords  of  antiquity.  The  first  baptismal  records  that  she 
handed  me  were  of  a  very  remote  past.  After  getting 
down  to  1800,  she  finally  handed  me  the  records  from 
1801  to  1812,  when  my  heart  began  to  beat  rather  lively, 
and  my  hands  became  nervous,  but  her  head  was  turned, 
and  she  did  not  discover  it.  I  then  began  to  examine  the 
baptisms,  and  soon  said  to  her,  “  Mrs.  Nunn,  as  it  will 
probably  require  some  time  to  overhaul  these  books,  I 
will  not  detain  you.”  As  I  anticipated,  she  evidently  liked 
this,  and  returned  to  the  floors  below,  in  the  more  domes¬ 
tic  apartments  of  the  rectorial  mansion,  I,  at  the  same 
time,  accompanying  her  as  far  as  the  hall  on  the  first 
floor,  where,  at  a  marble  table,  and  much  excited,  I  seated 
myself  for  my  researches  after  the  infantile  baptism  of  a 
man  who  had  sworn,  when  he  became  Police  Justice,  and 
subsequently,  Chief  of  Police,  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  before  the  Special  Police  Investigating 
Committee,  (Aldermen  Christy,  Yoorhis  and  Wakeman 
being  present,  as  spectators,  and  saw  him  kiss  the  Bible 
they  having  come  to  No.  8  City  Hall  to  hold  a  session 
of  their  Committee,  respecting  Commissioner  Furey  and 
the  Eighty-third  street  affair,)  that  the  only  evidence  he 
had  of  his  birth-place  was,  that  his  mother  told  him  he  was 
born  in  America;  that  his  name  was  George  Washington 
Matsell;  that  he  did  not  know  where  his  father  resided 
before  he  came  to  America:  that  he  was  born  in  1811,  &c.; 
a  man  whom  I  had  long  believed  was  a  perjured  alien,  and 
had  bamboozled  the  Americans  toward  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  who  had  always,  in  his  high  official  position,  sympa- 
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thized  with  foreigners,  to  the  exclusion  of  Americans, 
whose  sacred  rights  he  had  long  trampled  in  the  dust; 
who  had,  in  fact,  been  the  Major  and  Chief  of  Police 
under  Woodhull,  Kingsland  and  Westervelt,  and  others 
who  preceded  Woodhull,  and  who  had  illegally  ruled  the 
city  of  New  York,  like  a  British  despot,  for  a  long  term 
of  years,  and  did  so  now;  who  was  always  leagued  with  a 
gang  of  villains;  who  had  often  evinced  the  coward  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  through  whose  cor¬ 
rupt  connection  with  the  primary  and  legal  elections, 
through  his  horde  of  police  subordinates,  was  to  be  as¬ 
cribed  every  evil  under  which  the  city  of  New  York 
groans,  and  is  pade  to  bite  the  dust.  With  these  exciting 
facts  whirling  through  my  brain,  I  began  the  search,  and 
turned  the  leaves  of  the  Brandon  register,  until  I  came  to 
the  baptisms  of  1811,  when,  running  my  glaring  eyes  down 
the  third  page  of  the  baptisms  of  1811, 1  discovered  the- 
following: 

“  George,  son  of  George  Matsell  and  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  was  baptized,  privately,  October  10th,  and  received 
December  26th. ” 

If  a  supernatural  being  were  wielding  my  pen  at  this 
point,  my  feelings  might  possibly  be  described,  and  yet  I 
think  not.  I  remember  a  sudden  reclination  in  my  chair, 
and  some  such  exclamation  as  “  Good  God,  is  it  possible!” 
and  I  also  clearly  remember  the  cold  sweat,  as  it  rolled 
down  my  brow  and  cheeks,  into  my  mouth,  as  if  I  had  just 
emerged  from  a  house  on  fire.  After  wiping  my  face 
again  and  again,  I  arose,  paced  the  hall  some  minutes,  and 
finally  walked  to  the  beautiful  lawn,  in  front  of  the  recto¬ 
rial  mansion,  where,  amid  some  noble  forest  trees,  and  the 
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exhilarating  air,  my  blood  assumed  its  wonted  circulation. 
I  then  returned  to  the  mansion,  and  began  my  search  for 
Augustus  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  the  brother  and  sister  of 
George,  which  I  found  in  another  book,  under  the  bap¬ 
tisms  of  1813  and  1817,  both  of  which  will  be  found  below, 
precisely  as  they  are  recorded  in  the  Brandon  parish 
books.  And  thus  was  confirmed,  every  word,  in  the  memo¬ 
rable  affidavit  of  Letitia  Millegan,  of  Geneva,  New  York. 
After  taking  copies  of  the  baptismal  records,  I  called  Mrs. 
Nunn,  and  told  her  that  she  could  replace  the  books  in 
the  iron  chest,  which  she  did,  and  after  gazing,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Mrs.  Nunn,  from  the  second  story  window  of  the 
splendid  edifice,  at  the  extraordinary  beauties  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  I  departed  for  Brandon  proper,  some 
two  miles  distant,  telling  Mrs.  Nunn  that  I  would  return 
at  8  o’clock,  p.m.,  with  Mr.  Farrow,  the  parish  clerk.  Soon 
after  passing  through  the  rectorial  iron  gate,  into  the 
forest  road,  I  espied  several  males  and  females,  winnow¬ 
ing  wheat,  (the  residue  of  a  last  year’s  crop,)  with  little 
children  clapping  their  hands  and  screaming  “  0,  see  the 
whisker  man;  0,  see  the  black  whisker  man.”  I  scaled 
the  fence,  and  approached  them,  to  see  the  operation  of  the 
wheat  machine,  and  then  departed  for  Brandon  proper, 
the  precise  spot  where  I  then  was  having  been  the  site  of 
old  Brandon,  many  centuries  smce.  I  had  not  proceeded 
far,  when,  on  reflection,  I  concluded  to  return  to  the  rec¬ 
torial  mansion,  and  request  Mrs.  Nunn  to  let  her  husband 
accompany  me  to  London  by  the  6  o’clock  train  of  cars,  it 
then  being  about  5  o’clock,  p.m.  She  said  that  he  was  at 
work  at  husbandry,  with  a  neighboring  farmer,  and  that  she 
feared  he  would  lose  his  week’s  wages  if  he  lost  any  time 
during  the  week.  I  told  her  that  I  would  pay  his  week’s 
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wages,  and  defray  his  expenses  to  and  from  London,  and 
his  expenses  while  there,  at  the  best  hotel  in  London.  Her 
little  son  called  her  husband  from  the  field,  and  after  their 
audience,  (he  being  rather  ill,  and  never  having  seen  Lon¬ 
don,  although  a  native  of  Brandon,)  he  concluded  to  go. 
She  then  got  him  some  tea,  and  we  departed,  with  the 
parish  books,  across  the  fields,  to  the  depot,  getting  there 
just  as  the  train  arrived  from  Thetford  and  Norwich,  on 
its  way  to  London.  We  arrived  in  London  at  11  ’  o'clock, 
p.m.  On  the  morning  of  August  2d,  we  took  a  carriage 
and  went  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren's  who  was  greatly  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  Mr.  Nunn  in  London.  I  explained  the  cause 
of  his  coming,  and  he  was  much  pleased  with  my  course, 
in  not  coming  with  the  parish  register  without  Mr.  Nunn, 
as  it  might  have  involved  him  in  difficulty.  He  then  gave 
me  certificates  of  the  baptismal  records  of  George,  Augus¬ 
tus  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  as  they  exist  in  the  parish 
books,  which  will  be  found  embodied  in  this  report.  I 
then  requested  him  to  let  Mr.  Nunn  go  with  me,  with  the 
books,  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  American  Minister,  in  order 
to  get  his  certificate  of  the  contents  of  the  register  of 
Brandon,  respecting  the  baptisms  of  the  Matsell  family. 
He  at  first  hesitated,  but  finally  consented,  saying  that  he 
would  like  to  have  a  gentleman  named  Packham  accom¬ 
pany  me,  with  the  books,  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  London  post  office  during  the  past  forty  years.  I 
readily  consented,  of  course,  and  we  departed,  in  a  car¬ 
riage,  at  10  o’clock,  a.m.,  for  Mr.  Buchanan's  whom  I  ad¬ 
dressed  thus:  “Mr.  Buchanan,  after  you  have  read  these  two 
lines,  (directing  his  eyes  to  Mr.  George  Matsell's  baptism, 
in  the  parish  register  of  Brandon)  I  will  respectfully  request 
you  to  certify  to  the  existence  of  George  Matsell's  bap- 
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tisrn,  as  it  is  here  recorded  in  the  Brandon  register.”  He 
replied  that  he  was  not  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to 
represent  his  country,  and  desired  to  know  ray  motive.  1 
told  him  that  I  had  been  appointed  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  visit  Bran¬ 
don,  and  ascertain  if  the  baptism  of  George  Washington 
Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
recorded  in  the  parish  books;  that  I  had,  at  considerable 
expense  and  inconvenience,  brought  the  books  to  London, 
to  obtain  certificates  from  the  rector  of  the  Brandon 
church,  who  was  at  present  in  London;  that  I  had  procured 
the  certificate  of  the  rector,  and  now,  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  existence  of  the  record  in  the  eyes  of  the  Americans, 
I  respectfully  desired  him  to  give  me  a  certificate  also, 
which  would  go  far  to  convict  Mr.  Matsell  of  perjury,  who 
had  returned  himself,  in  an  official  document,  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  as  a  native  of  America;  who  had  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  he  had  of  his  birth-place  was,  that  his  mother,  (who 
died  only  two  or  three  years  since.)  had  told  him  that  he 
was  born  in  America;  that  he  did  not  know  where  his 
father  resided  in  England,  prior  to  coming  to  America; 
that  his  name  was  George  Washington  Matsell,  &c.;  the 
very  reverse  of  all  which  was  proved  by  the  baptismal 
record,  in  the  parish  books  of  Brandon,  now  before  the 
eyes  of  the  American  Minister,  and  which  he  had  just 
read.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  turned *over  the  leaves,  again  and  again, 
and  read,  and  re-read,  Mr.  MatselFs  record  of  baptism, 
and  seemed  almost  paralyzed  with  amazement.  I  then 
broke  the  silence  thus:  “  Mr.  Buchanan,  do  you  remember 
of  my 'traveling  in  the  company  of  yourself  and  Col.  Wm. 
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R.  King,  of  Alabama,  our  late  Minister  to  France,  Vice- 
President,  Senator,  &c.,  from  Saratoga  to  New  York,  in 
the  year  1848  ?”  “  I  do,  sir,”  said  Mr.  Buchanan,  “  and 
I  recognized  your  voice  on  your  entering  my  presence 
to-day;  but  I  should  not  have  recognized  your  face,  be¬ 
cause  you  have  cultivated  a  moustache  since  I  last  saw 
you.”  I  replied,  that  I  was  obliged  to  cultivate  my  mous¬ 
tache,  because  there  was  no  barber  in  the  British  steamer 
in  which  I  came  from  Boston,  and  that  he  must  have  a 
very  keen  sense  of  sound  to  remember  the  human  voice  so 
long,  to  which  he  very  modestly  assented.  Mr.  Buchanan 
then  said,  “  Mr.  Branch,  I  would  not  advise  you  to  return 
to  America  without  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Samuel  Warren  is  the  Rector  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church  at  Brandon.  I  think  that  Mr.  Warren’s  certificate 
would  convict  a  man  of  perjury  in  England',  but  that  it 
would  not  in  the  American  courts,  unless  ineontrovertibly 
substantiated;  you  had  better,  therefore,  consult  an  emi¬ 
nent  London  Solicitor,  and  ask  him  how  you  shall  prove 
in  an  American  court,  that  Samuel  W arren  is  the  Rector 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Brandon,  England.”  I  thanked 
Mr.  Buchanan  for  his  suggestion,  and  asked  him  if  he 
could  recommend  me  to  an  able  and  reliable  Solicitor. 
He  replied,  that  he  had  employed  Messrs.  Atkinson  & 
Pilgrim  (who  had  been  the  Solicitors  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gation  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,)  and  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  me  their  address;  I  then  rose  to  leave  him, 
when  he  again  said:  “  Mr.  Branch,  I  have  just  received  a 
card  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,  who  is  in  the  next  apart¬ 
ment,  awaiting  an  interview  with  me;  I  think  you  had 
better  show  him  these  books,  containing  the  baptismal 
register  of  the  Matsell  family,  and  request  him  to  give 
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you  a  certificate  as  to  George  Matsell’s  baptismal  record, 
in  the  Brandon  Register;  I  would  like  to  do  it  myself,  but 
I  fear  it  might  receive  the  disapprobation  of  my  country, 
as  it  does  not  come  within  the  range  of  my  legitimate 
duties.” 

I  again  cordially  thanked  him  for  his  happy  sugges¬ 
tions,  adding,  that  I  was  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  when  he  was  an  American  Senator;  that  I  had 
often  heard  him  in  his  sharp  collisions  with  Clay,  Cal¬ 
houn  and  Webster,  who  were  members  of  the  Senate  in 
those  days,  and  that,  from  the  knowledge  I  then  obtained 
of  his  official  circumspection,  and  desire  to  serve  his  coun¬ 
try  with  fidelity  and  propriety,  I  anticipated  his  refusal 
of  my  request;  but  that  his  declination  received  my  cor¬ 
dial  approbation.  He  thanked  me  for  my  liberal  coinci¬ 
dence  with  his  views,  and  we  went  together  into  the  next 
apartment,  where,  after  Mr.  Buchanan  gave  Mr.  Sedgwick 
a  very  warm  reception,  and  requested  him  to  await  his 
turn  in  the  ante-room,  Mr.  Buchanan  returned  to  the  re¬ 
ception-room,  leaving  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  myself  together 
with  the  Brandon  parish  books. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  on  reading  the  baptismal  record  of 
George  Matsell,  was  even  more  astonished  than  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  and  without  hesitation,  gave  me  the  following 
certificate : 

“  I  certify  that  Mr.  Stephen  H.  Branch,  has  this  day 
produced  before  me,  at  the  residence  of  the  Honorable 
James  Buchanan,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen¬ 
ipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  in  London,  No.  56 
Harley  street,  a  volume  in  manuscript,  on  parchment, 
which  the  said.  Mr.  Branch  represents  to  me  as  being  the 
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original  register  of  baptisms  for  the  Parish  of  Brandon, 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  England.  And  I  further  certify, 
that  the  said  manuscript  volume  contains,  under  the  head 
of  ‘  Baptisms,  1811/  the  following  words:  ;  George,  son 
of  George  Matsell  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  was  baptized, 
privately,  October  10th,  and  received  December  26th.’  I 
have  given  Mr.  Branch  this  certificate,  at  his  request. 

“  Theodore  Sedgwick. 

“ London ,  August  2d,.  1855.” 

I  then  departed  in  my  carriage,  with  the  two  especial 
guards  of  the  parish  books,  (Messrs.  Nunn  and  Packham,) 
for  Mr.  Buchanan’s  Solicitors,  Messrs.  Atkinson  and  Pil¬ 
grim.  During  my  interview  with  them,  of  about  three 
hours,  they  directed  me  to  have  the  baptismal  certificates 
of  George,  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  recopied  from 
the  register  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  as  he  had  copied 
them,  without  making  the  abbreviations  as  they  existed  in 
the  register  of  Brandon,  so  that  I  could,  in.  the  courts  of 
America,  make  oath  that  the  certificate  of  the  Rev;  Mr. 
Warren,  was  a  precise  copy  of  the  register.  They 
also  directed  me  to  see  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren  copy 
the  records,  and  after  he  had  copied  them,  to  compare 
his  copy  with  their  originals,  as  they  existed  in  the 
register,  and  to  make  this  comparison  by  reading  them 
together,  one  reading  from  the  book,  and  the  other  closely 
observing  the  copy;  and  to  ask  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  if 
he  was  Rector  of  the  Brandon  Church,  and  if  these 
were  the  records  of  the  church,  <fcc. ;  that  by  asking  these 
questions  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  (with,  of  course, 
his  affirmative  answer,)  and  by  comparing,  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Warren,  his  copies  with  the  original  baptismal  re¬ 
cords  in  the  parish  books;  I  would  be  an  incontrover- 
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tible  witness  in  the  American  courts,  sitting  in  judgment 
on  George  Matsell,  for  perjury.  I  told  Atkinson  and 
Pilgrim,  that  Mr.  Buchanan  had  suggested  to  me  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  obtaining  a  certificate  from  the  Bishop  of  Ely, 
that  Mr-  Warren  was  rector  of  the  Brandon  Church,  who 
replied,  that  neither  the  bishop’s  certificate,  nor  the  certi¬ 
ficate  of  Queen  Victoria  would  have  any  legal  force  in 
America,  but  that  I  was  the  only  witness  who  could,  in  an 
American  court,  legally  prove,  that  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Warren  was  the  rector  of  Brandon,  England,  through  my 
positive  knowledge  of  such  fact;  I  then  suggested  to  them 
the  propriety  or  expediency  of  my  going  to  Brandon  to 
hear  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren  preach;  they  smiled,  saying, 
that  it  would  be  good  evidence  that  he  was  the  rector;)  I 
paid  them  their  fee  and  departed;)  I  then  went  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Warren’s,  and  got  new  certificates,  as  directed  by  A. 
and  P.,  and  I  took  my  seat  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren’s  pew, 
and  by  his  request,  in  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  Brandon,  on 
Sunday,  August  5th,  1855,  on  the  morning  and  afternoon  of 
that  day,  and  heard  him  preach  two  discourses,  and  found 
him  one  of  the  most  pleasing  orators  I  had  ever  heard. 
His  great  personal  beauty  reminded  me  of  a  description  I 
had  read  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  an  ambassador  from  Pales¬ 
tine  to  the  Roman  Empire,  describing  minutely  to  the 
Romans,  the  extraordinary  personal  attractions  of  the 
Savior,  as  he  saw  him  in  his  sacred  walks  about  Pales¬ 
tine.  Charles  Farrow,  the  parish  clerk  of  Brandon,  sat 
in  front  of  the  pulpit  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  and  read 
the  hymns,  &c„  to  the  choir,  which  is  a  part  of  his  official 
duty.  Subsequently,  in  a  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Warren,  as  to  his  being  the  Rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
Brandon,  he  laughed  heartily,  and  finally  said,  that  to  set- 


Doc.  No.  43.) 


32 


tie  the  point,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  purchase,  at 
any  bookstore  in  Paternoster  Row,  London,  the  “  Clergy 
List,”  of  1855.  I  purchased  this  book,  and  have  brought 
it  to  America  with  me.  It  has  over  nine  hundred  pages, 
and  has  the  following  title  page,  whose  length  and  breadth 
is,  at  least,  double  that  of  Valentine’s  Manual,  and  the 
type  of  the  entire  work  is  nonpareil: 

“  The  Clergy  List  for  1855,  containing  an  alphabetical 
list  of  the  clergy  in  England  and  Wales;  alphabetical  list 
of  the  clergy  in  Ireland;  list  of  the  clergy  of  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  Church;  lists  of  the  clergy  of  Colonial  Dioceses; 
alpabetical  list  of  Benefices,  with  Post  Towns,  &c.;  Cathe¬ 
dral  Establishments,  and  Collegiate  Chapters;  Benefices 
arranged  under  their  Ecclesiastical  Divisions;  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  Preferments  in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  the 
Bishops,  Deans,  and  Chapters,  Archdeacons,  Universities, 
Colleges  and  private  individuals.  To  be  published  annu¬ 
ally.  Preceding  the  last  sentence  is  a  crown,  and  under 
it  the  Bible.  Then  follows, — London:  published  by  C. 
Cox,  at  the  Ecclesiastical  Gazette  Office,  26  King  William 
street,  Strand.  And  sold  by  all  booksellers.  1855. 
Price  nine  shillings,  bound  in  cloth  and  boards.” 

Under  the  clergy  list  of  this  great  work,  is  the  follow¬ 
ing:— 

“  S.  Warren,  Rector  of  Brandon-Ferry  Suffolk.” 

Under  the  “  List  of  Benefices,”  is  the  following. 


Benefices 

and 

County, 

Post 

Town. 

Diocese. 

Incumbent 

and 

Year  of 
Admission. 

Curate. 

Patron. 

Value. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Brandon-Ferry, 
R., Suffolk,  w. 
Wangford  R. 

Brandon.. . 

Ely . 

S.  Warren, 
1853. 

T.  E. 
Cart- 
right, 
Esq. 

£. 

500 

2,215 
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The  following  are  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren’s  certificates  of 
baptisms  in  the  Matsell  family. 

“  Baptisms,  1811. 

George,  son  of  George  Matsell  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
was  baptized  privly.,  Oct.  10,  and  received  Deer.  26. 

WILLIAM  PARSON,  RrA 
I  certify  that  this  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Parish 
Register  of  Brandon  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Samuel  Warren,  Rector. 

August  2 d,  1855. 


Page  6. 

BAPTISMS  SOLEMNIZED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BRANDON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  IN  THE  YEAR  1813. 


When 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’  Name. 

Abode. 

Quality,  Trade, 

Baptized. 

j  Christian, 

Surname. 

or 

Professsion. 

1813,  August 
19th. 

No.  41. 

Augustus, 
John,  son 
of 

George  and 
Elizabeth. 

Matsell. . . 

Brandon... 

Tailor. 

WILLIAM  PARSON. 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Parish 
Register,  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

SAM.  WARREN, 

Rector  of  Brandon. 

August  2 d,  1855. 

3 
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Page  37. 

BAPTISMS  SOLEMNIZED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BRANDON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  IN  THE  YEAR  1817. 


When' 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’  Name. 

Abode. 

Quality, 

Trade 

By  "whom  the 
ceremony 

Baptized. 

Christian. 

Surname 

or  Pro¬ 
fession. 

was 

Performed. 

March  9.  Born, 
January  80. 
No.  289. 

Elizabeth, 
daughter  of, 

George  & 
Elizabeth . 

Matsell. 

Brandon 

Tailor. . 

Newcombe. 

i 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Parish 
Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 


SAM.  WARREN, 

Rector  of  Brandon. 

Au  gust  2 d,  1855. 


The  following  certificates  have  the  Brandon  Post  Office 
mark. 


“  baptisms — 1811. 


“  George,  son  of  George  Matsell  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
was  baptized  privily,  October  10th,  and  received  Decem¬ 
ber  26. 

•  WILLIAM  PARSON,  RV.” 


I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Par¬ 
ish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 


/&AU  4%. 
1855  ‘  ' 


JOHN  CLARK, 
Postmaster  of  Brandon , 

Suffolk,  England. 
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BAPTISMS  SOLEMNIZED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BRANDON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  IN  JTHE  YEAR  1813. 


When 

Baptized. 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’  Name.  . 

Abode. 

Quality, 
Trade 
or  Pro¬ 
fession. 

By  whom  the 
ceremony 
was 

Performed. 

Chri^an . 

Surname 

1813,  August 
19th. 

No.  41. 

Augustus 
John,  son  of 

George  & 
Elizabeth. 

Matsell . 

Brandon 

Tailor... 

WilliamPar- 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the 
Parish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 


,®  AU  '  - 


JOHN  CLARK, 

Postmaster  of  Brandon, 

Suffolk,  England. 
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When 

Baptized. 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’  Name. 

Abode. 

Quality, 
Trade, 
or  Pro¬ 
fession. 

By  whom  the 
ceremony 
was 

Performed. 

Christian. 

Surname 

1817: 

March  9th.  . . 
Born,  Jany. 
30th. 

No.  289. 

Elizabeth, 
daughter  of 

George  & 
Elizabeth. 

Matsell.. 

Brandon 

Tailor... 

Newcombe. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the 
Parish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 


N°o 

#AU  '  " 


JOHN  CLARK, 
Postmaster  of  Brandon, 

Suffolk,  England . 
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“  BAPTISMS — 1811. 

“  George,  son  of  George  Matsell  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
was  baptized  privily  October  10th,  and  received  Decem¬ 
ber  26. 

WIBLIAM  PARSON,  R’r” 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Par¬ 
ish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

CHARLES  FARROW, 

Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon , 

County  of  Suffolk ,  England. 

Brandon,  August  3 d,  1855. 
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BAPTISMS  SOLEMNIZED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BRANDON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  IN  THE  YEAR  1813. 


When 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’ 

Name. 

Abode. 

Quality, 

Trade 

1  By  whom  the 
ceremony 
was 

performed. 

Baptized. 

Christian. 

Surname 

or  Pro¬ 
fession. 

1813,  August 
19th. 

No.  41. 

Augustus 
John,  son  of 

George  & 
Elizabeth. 

Matsell.. 

Brandon 

Tailor. .. 

WilliamPar- 

son. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the 
Parish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

CHARLES  FARROW, 

Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon, 

County  of  Suffolk ,  England. 


Brandon,  August  3 d,  1855. 
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BAPTISMS  SOLEMNIZED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BRANDON,  IN  THE 
_ _  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  IN  THE  YEAR  1817. 


When 

Baptized. 

Child’s 

Christian 

Name. 

Parents’  Name. 

Abode. 

Quality, 
Trade 
or  Pro¬ 
fession. 

By  whom  the 
ceremony 
was 

performed. 

Christian, 

Surname 

1817: 

March  9th. 
Born,  Jan.  30th 
No.  289. 

Elizabeth 
daughter  of 

George  & 
Elizabeth , 

Matsell. 

Brandon 

Tailor,. . 

-Newcombe. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from 
the  Parish  Register  of  Brandon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 


CHARLES  FARROW, 

Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon , 

County  of  Suffolk,  England. 

Brandon,  August  3d,  1855. 


The  following  is  from  the  teacher  and  proprietor  of  the 
school-house,  where  little  George  Matsell  went  to  school. 

I,  John  William  Thompson,  of  Brandon,  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  England,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was  a  pupil 
under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Edmund  Ellington,  a  school¬ 
master  of  this  Parish,  previous  to  1812,  and  afterwards  as 
late  as  1813,  when  I  was  placed  under  Mr.  William  Bla- 
ney,  another  private  teacher,  who  was  shortly  after  ap¬ 
pointed  as  superintendent  of  the  Free  School  in  this  town, 
where  I  continued  until  some  time  in  the  year  1815,  when 
I  returned  to  my  former  teacher,  Mr.  E.  Ellington,  with 
whom  I  continued,  (occasionally  acting  as  his  assistant 
teacher,  until  he  died  of  apoplexy  in  1822;  that  I  well  re¬ 
member  the  eldest  daughter  of  George  Matsell,  a  tailor, 
and  his  son  William  Matsell,  who  went  to  William  Bla- 
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ney’s  Free  School  during  my  attendance  at  that  institu¬ 
tion;  that  I  remember  Susan  Matsell  coming  to  Mr.  El¬ 
lington’s  school,  previous  to  my  leaving  there  for  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Blaney’s  Free  School,  and  I  remember  Susan  after  I 
returned  to  Mr.  Ellington’s  school,  in  1815,  all  of  which 
is  corroborated  by  the  school  account  book  of  Mr.  Elling¬ 
ton,  the  same  being  in  the  hand-writing  of  my  last  school¬ 
master,  Mr.  Edmund  Ellington.  This  book  is  fifty-five 
years  old,  its  first  date  on  its  first  page  being  1800.  In 
this  book  are  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Snare’s  and  Robert 
Clark’s  families,  and  a  great  many  other  families  of  Bran¬ 
don;  I  married  the  cousin  of  Mr.  Ellington,  and  my  wife 
gave  me  the  account  book,  my  wife  having  received  it  from 
Mr.  Ellington  at  his  death,  in  1822.  I  own  the  school- 
house  once  owned  by  Mr.  Ellington,  and  now  keep  school 
in  it.  I  have  children  as  pupils  from  two  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  as  Mr.  Ellington  did;  I  have  between  fifty 
and  seventy-five  scholars  at  this  time.  The  following  ac¬ 
counts  were  copied  from  Mr.  Ellington’s  account  book  by 
myself,  and  whose  originals  can  be  seen  by  those  who  de¬ 
sire  it,  from  the  curious,  ancient  looking  book  itself,  which 
I  now  permit  to  be  taken  to  America. 

[In  order  to  shorten  the  report,  I  will  here  omit  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  Mr.  Thompson,  whose  accounts  are  during  1812, 
and  from  1815  up  to  1822,  when  Mr.  Ellington  died.  I 
will  also  omit  the  .accounts  of  Charles  Farrow,  the  Parish 
Clerk,  which  extend  from  1812  to  1822.  I  must  also  omit 
Mr.  Clark’s  and  Mr.  Snare’s,  and  those  of  other  families, 
who  have  given  affidavits  which  will  be  found  below.  But 
I  will  give  in  full  the  accounts  of  the  Matsell  family,  as 
they  exist  in  this  curious  book,  which  I  intend  to  show  to 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  and  to  the  members 
of  the  press  of  this  city. 


S.  H.  BRANCH.] 
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1812.  Mr.  Matsell.  *.  d . 

April  13,  Susan  came . 5  6 

Pens  and  Ink . .  6 

Carried  forward .  6  0 

1812.  Mr.  Matsell.  5.  d. 

July .  10  6 

Br’t  forward  ..... . . 6  0 

24th,  1  copy  book . . . . .  6 

Aug.  8th,  1  catechism . . . .  1 

21st,  1  slate . .  8 

Sept.  25th,  1  copy  book . . . . .  6 

1813,  Febr’y:  Rec’d,  E.  E.  18  3 


In.  the  charge  of  10s.  6d.  in  this  account,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  at  least  two  of  Mr. 
Matsell’s  children  are  charged  for  instruction. 

JOHN  WM.  THOMPSON. 


1815.  Susan  Matsell  came.  s.  d. 

Oct.  16,  1  copy  book . 6 

Dec.  14,  1  do  . . .  ‘  6 

Pens  and  ink .  6 

Teaching.. . . .  7  0 

Firing .  6 

Paid,  E.  E.  bill .  9  0 


The  charges  of  Mr.  E.  Ellington  were  3s.  6d.  per  quar¬ 
ter  for  children,  and  from  5s.  6d.  to  7s.  per  quarter  for 
those  more  advanced.  As  this'"account  extends  over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  only  two  months,  the  charge  of  7s.  for  teaching, 
necessarily  includes  G-eorge  Matsell,  although  not  stated, 
(from  his  extreme  youth,  probably,)  the  two  elder,  Mary 
and  William,  being  at  this  time  at  the  Free  School  of  Mr. 
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Blanej,  as  myself  can  testify,  thereby  bearing  out  and 
confirming  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Spurdens  Snare. 

J.  W.  THOMPSON. 

There  are  several  leaves  torn  from  this  account  book 
during  the  years  1815, 1816  and  1817,  which,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  fully  accounts  for  the  absence  of  the  accounts  of  little 
Georgy  Matsell. 

S.  H.  BRANCH. 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss : — I,  Stephen  H. 
Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Police  Committee,  solemnly 
swear,  that  I  went  to  Brandon,  England,  in  July,  1855, 
and  obtained  a  certificate  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,  at 
London,  and  certificates  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Warren,  the 
Rector  of  St.  Mary’s  church,  Brandon;  a  certificate  from 
John  Clark,  the  Postmaster  of  Brandon;  a  certificate 
from  Charles  Farrow,  the  Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon.  And 
I  also  solemnly  swear  that  I  obtained  affidavits  from  Rob¬ 
ert  Clark,  Esther  Hubbard,  Curry  Forster,  Charles  Far¬ 
row,  Mary  Smith  and  William  Henry  Ramsey,  all  of 
Brandon,  England.  And  I  also  solemnly  swear  that  I 
showed  the  Brandon  Register  to  the  Hon.  James  Buchanan, 
the  American  Minister  at  London.  These  certificates  and 
affidavits  chiefly  relate  to  the  baptism  and  birth-place  of 
George,  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  Matsell.  And  further 
this  deponent  saith  not. 

STEPHEN  H.  BRANCH. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  this  twenty-fifth  ) 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  >• 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  ) 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  oj  Deeds. 


41 


(Doc.  No.  43  ► 


I,  Rorert  Clark,  of  Brandon,  Suffolk  county,  Eng¬ 
land,  depose,  that  I  have  resided  sixty-three  years  in 
Brandon,  England;  that  I  knew  George  Mats  ell,  tailor,  of 
Brandon,  who  came  direct  from  London,  to  reside  in  Bran¬ 
don;  that  he  hired  part  of  my  house,  in  Ferry  street;  that 
it  was  a  two  story  double  house,  and  that  Mr.  Matsell  oc¬ 
cupied  the  north  end  of  my  house,  and  that  I  occupied 
the  south  end  of  my  house;  that  Mr.  Matsell  worked  at 
the  tailor’s  business,  while  he  lived  in  my  house;  that  the 
house  in  which  we  both  lived  has  been  altered,  and  is  now 
occupied  as  the  post  office  of  Brandon;  that  I  am  now 
seventy-six  years  old,  and  have  been  partially  paralyzed, 
and  consequently  cannot  remember  the  names  of  Mr.  Mat- 
sell’s  children,  but  that  I  remember  he  had  some  children 
when  he  came  to  Brandon  from  London,  and  that  I  re¬ 
member  he  had  one  boy  who  was  born  in  my  house*  but 
that  I  cannot  remember  his  name;  that  Mr.  Matsell  got 
considerably  in  debt,  and  left  my  house  very  suddenly,  in 
1817,  without  my  knowing  it,  together  with  his  family, 
and  that  I  never  heard  of  him  afterward,  although  I  have 
heard  that  he  went  to  America.  I  remember  John  How¬ 
ard,  of  Brandon,  and  his  wife,  and  his  daughter,  Letitia 
Howard,  who  married  James  Millegan,  of  Ipswich,  and 
that  they  are  very  respectable  people.  And  further  this 
deponent  saith  not. 

ROBT.  CLARK. 

Brandon,  Suffolk  county,  ? 

England,  Aug.  6, 1855.  $ 

This  declaration  was  made  before  me,  this  6th  day  of 
August,  1855,  at  Thetford,  Counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk. 

HENRY  A.  BARTLETT, 

Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Thetford. 
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I,  Esther  Hubbard,  of  Brandon,  England,  depose,  that 
Mr.  George  Matsell,  a  tailor,  of  Brandon,  often  did 
tailor’s  work  for  my  husband  and  his  brothers;  that  I  re¬ 
member  Mrs.  Matsell,  and  Mrs.  Constable,  her  mother; 
that  I  remember  Mary,  Susan  and  William  Matsell,  who 
came  to  Brandon  with  their  parents,  and  were  not  born 
in  Brandon;  that  hearing  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Matsell,  I 
called  on  her  in  1811,  in  Ferry  street,  Brandon,  and  found 
her  confined  to  her  bed  with  the  birth  of  her  son,  George 
Matsell;  that  I  remember  George  Matsell,  the  son  of 
George  Matsell,  tailor,  of  Brandon,  from  his  birth  up  to 
the  time  when  he  left,  with  his  parents,  for  America;  that 
I  remember  the  birth  of  Augustus  Matsell,  in  1813;  that 
I  remember  the  birth  of  Elizabeth  Matsell,  in  1817 ;  that 
I  remember  Letitia  Millegan,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Letitia  Howard,  who  now  resides  in  America,  and  who 
was  born  in,  and  formerly  resided  in  Brandon,  and  who 
married  James  Millegan,  of  Ipswich,  England,  and  who 
also  resided  many  years  in  Brandon.  And  further  this 
deponent  saith  not. 

E.  HUBBARD. 

Brandon,  Suffolk  county, ) 

England,  Aug.  4,1855.  j 

This  declaration  was  made  before  me,  at  Thetford,  on 
the  7th  day  of  August,  1855- 

HENRY  A.  BARTLETT, 

.Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Thetford. 


I,  Curry  Forster,  of  Brandon,  England,  depose,  that 
I  was  born  in  Brandon,  Suffolk  county,  England,  in  1797; 
that  I  was  formerly  a  blacksmith,  and  learned  my  trade 
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with  my  father,  whose  blacksmith  shop  was  in  the  yard 
of  the  “  One  Bell  Tavern;”  that  the  “  One  Bell  Tavern” 
of  those  days  is  still  standing,  which  is  in  Ferry  street; 
that  the  shop  in  the  yard  of  the  “  One  Bell  Tavern,” 
where  I  learned  my  trade,  is  also  still  standing,  which  I 
visited  this  day,  in  company  with  a  stranger  from  New 
York,  U.  S.;  that  I  found  it  occupied  as  a  wood  house, 
and  pretty  well  filled  with  faggot  wood,  or  Scotch  fur 
wood,  used  for  cooking;  that  there  was  also  some  hard 
coal  there;  that  I  saw  the  two  forges  from  which  myself 
and  brother,  William  Forster,  learned  our  trade,  still 
there;  that  the  blacksmith  shop  which  I  here  describe,  is 
directly  opposite  where  a  man  lived  whose  name  was 
George  Matsell,  who  worked  at  the  tailoring  business; 
that  a  tailor  still  occupies  it,  named  William  Lingwood, 
and  works  at  the  same  shop  window,  fronting  Ferry  street, 
where  I  have  often  seen  George  Matsell  work;  that  I  re¬ 
member  the  children  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that  Wil¬ 
liam,  his  eldest  son,  was  much  pock-marked;  that  George 
was  younger  than  William;  that  I  have,  in  summer-time, 
seen  William  come  into  my  father’s  blacksmith  shop  with 
George  Matsell,  his  brother,  and  ask  my  father  or  the 
workmen  to  let  him  heat  his  father’s  “  goose”  or  pressing- 
irons,  at  the  forge;  that  not  only  George  came  with  Wil¬ 
liam,  with  the  goose,  but  his  sisters  also  sometimes  came, 
and  sometimes  little  children  would  follow  them  up  into 
the  “  One  Bell  Yard,”  to  the  blacksmith  shop  of  my  father; 
that  it  was  generally  in  summer  when  William,  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters  and  acquaintances,  came  to  have  the 
goose  heated,  when  their  father,  Mr.  Matsell,  did  not  happen 
or  find  it  convenient  to  have  much  fire  in  his  shop;  that  I 
have  known  William  and  George  to  come  twice' a  day  to 
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have  the  goose  heated,  and  sometimes  more  than  twice  a 
day;  that  the  goose  was  suspended  from  a  little  iron  hook, 
which  Mr.  Matsell  had  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  William’s  hand,  when  he  brought  the  goose  to 
be  heated;  that  my  father  kept  as  many  as  six  men  to 
work  for  him,  in  those  days,  when  the  flint  trade  was 
very  prosperous  in  Brandon,  which  is  now  nearly  destroy¬ 
ed  by  the  invention  of  the  percussion  cap;  that  Mr.  Mat- 
sell  would  sometimes  come  over  himself,  and  buy  half  a 
gallon  of  beer  at  the  “  One  Bell  Tavern,”  which  adjoined 
or  was  directly  in  front  of  my  father’s  blacksmith  shop, 
and  Mr.  Matsell,  after  buying  the  beer,  would  tell  the  bar 
keeper  to  carry  it  into  the  blacksmith  shop,  and  give  it  to 
the  men,  for  heating  his  goose  or  pressing  iron  for  him,  at 
various  times;  that  I  remember  Letitia  Howard’s  intimacy 
with  Mary  Matsell,  Mr.  Matsell’s  eldest  daughter,  I -being 
about  their  age,  who  came  to  Brandon  with  her  father,  to¬ 
gether  with  William  and  Susan;  that  I  remember  the 
courtship  of  Letitia  Howard  and  James  Millegan,  who 
now  reside  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  in  the -United  States,  who 
were  highly  respected  by  the  people  of  Brandon;  that  I 
have  not  worked  at  the  blacksmith  business  for  seven 
years  past,  but  I  am  now  employed  as  a  railroad  messen¬ 
ger,  to  carry  the  mail  bags  from  the  Brandon  post  office, 
and  back  again;  that  I  was  appointed  by  the  Post  Master 
General,  at  London,  and  was  recommended  to  him,  for 
appointment,  by  Lord  William  Powlett,  of  Downham, 
which  is  two  miles  from  Brandon,  on  the  Thetford  road; 
that  John  Clark  is  the  postmaster  of  Brandon,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Webb,  who  was  postmaster  when  Mr.  Matsell 
resided  in  Brandon;  that  Mr.  Webb,  the  late  postmaster, 
owned  the  house  in  Brandon,  where  Mr.  Matsell  resided 
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when  he  first  came  to  Brandon,  which  is  just  below  where 
he  resided  when  I  used  to  see  William  and  George  come 
into  my  father’s  blacksmith  shop,  with  the  goose  to  be 
heated,  as  Mr.  Matsell  resided  then  in  another  house, 
which  was  only  a  few  steps  from  my  father’s  blacksmith 
shop,  directly  opposite  the  “  One  Bell  Tavern,”  which  ad¬ 
joined  my  father’s  blacksmith  shop,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Ferry  street,  and  which  is  still  standing,  and  is  only  a 
few  rods  from  where  I  now  reside;  that  I  never  heard  of 
a  family  named  Matsell,  except  the  family  of  George  Mat- 
sell,  tailor,  who  once  resided  in  Brandon,  England;  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Warren  is  the  rector  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  Brandon,  whose  church  I  sometimes  attend,  and 
have  often  heard  him  preach  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  in 
Brandon.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not,  except 
that  I  have  held  a  long  conversation  with  my  brother 
William,  on  yesterday,  who  is  one  year  younger  than 
myself,  and  he  told  me  that  he  remembered  all  I  have 
here  stated. 

CURREY  FORSTER. 

Brandon,  Suffolk  county, ) 

August  7th,  1855.  ) 

This  declaration  was  made  before  me  at  Thetford,  in 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  England,  on  this  7th 
day  of  August,  1855. 

HENRY  A .  BARTLETT, 

Mayor  of  Thetford. 


I,  Charles  Farrow,  the  Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon, 
England,  depose,  that  I  was  born  in  Brandon,  Suffolk 
county,  England,  in  the  year  1809;  that  I  have  been  Parish 
Clerk  of  Brandon  for  eleven  years  past;  that  my  father 
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was  parish  clerk  of  Brandon  twenty  years  before  I  was; 
that  while  my  father  was  parish  clerk,  William  Bes- 
;  sett,  Charles  Joseph  Orman  and  James  Elliott  were 
curates;  that  William  Parson  and  Richard  Ward  were 
rectors  during  my  father’s  time;  that  Mr.  Newcombe  oc¬ 
casionally  officiated  for  Mr.  Parson,  during  his  illness  or 
absence  from  the  parish,  which  I  find  to  be  corroborated 
by  the  parish  books;  that  Richard  Ward  appointed  me 
parish  clerk  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  more  than  eleven 
years  since;  that  Charles  Johnson  Cartright  has  been 
curate  since  I  have  been  parish  clerk;  that  at  the  decease 
of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Cartright  became  rector;  that  subse¬ 
quently,  Mr.  Cartright  sold  the  “  living  ”  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Warren,  who  is  the  present  rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
Brandon,  county  of  Suffolk,  England,  of  which  I  am  the 
parish  clerk;  that  the  parish  clerk  cannot  give  certificates 
of  baptism,  until  the  rector  has  given  his  certificate;  that 
the  certificate  of  the  rector  is  the  certificate  that  is  of 
binding  legal  authority  in  the  courts  of  England,  respect¬ 
ing  the  records  of  baptism;  that  the  parish  clerk  is  gene¬ 
rally  first  applied  to  for  certificates  of  baptism,  and  that 
it  is  his  duty  to  introduce  the  applicant  for  certificates  of 
baptism  to  the  rector,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  the  required 
certificate;  that  baptism,  in  England,  is  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  locality  of  birth  in  the  courts  of  England; 
that  among  my  duties,  as  parish  clerk,  I  sit  in  front  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  WTarren,  Rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  on  every  Sabbath,  and  announce  the  hymns,  &c.,  to 
the  choir,  at  intervals,  during  the  reading  of  prayers 
and  the  sermon;  that  I,  as  parish  clerk,  bury  the  dead  of 
the  parish;  that  I  buried  Letitia  Howard,  the  wife  of 
John  Howard,  of  Brandon,  and  that  I  also  buried  John 
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Howard,  who  now  repose  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  Brandon,  who  were  the  parents  of  Letitia  How¬ 
ard,  who  married  James  Millegan,  both  of  whom  now  re¬ 
side  in  Geneva,  New  York,  in  the  United  States,  both  of 
whom  formerly  resided  in  Brandon,  and  with  both 
of  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  and  who  were  gene¬ 
rally  known  in  Brandon,  as  of  most  excellent  character; 
that  I  remember  Mr.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  who  formerly 
resided  in  Brandon:  that  I  remember  the  house  in  which 
Mr.  Matsell  resided  in  Brandon;  that  I  remember  his  wife 
and  children;  that  I  went  to  Edmund  Ellington’s  school 
in  Brandon,  with  William,  Susan  and  George  Matsell,  the 
children  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that  I  have  seen  Mr- 
Ellington’s  account  books  from  1812  to  1822,  (when  he 
died  of  apoplexy,)  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  John 
William  Thompson,  who  teaches  school  in  the  same,  room 
in  Brandon,  where  I  went  to  school  to  Mr.  Ellington, 
from  1812  to  1818  and  upward;  that  in  these  books  I  saw, 
to-day,  my  name  entered  as  a  scholar  from  1812  to  1818 
and  upward;  that  I  also  saw  Mr.  Snare’s  name  entered  on 
the  books  as  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Ellington  in  those  days;  that 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  present  teacher,  and  Mr.. Ellington’s 
successor,  married  Mr.  Ellington’s  cousin,  which  was  the 
source  of  his  coming  into  possession  of  Mr.  Ellington’s 
books;  that  Mrs.  Thompson,  Mr'.  Ellington’s  cousin,  who 
gave  the  books,  was  present  to-day,  when  I  examined  the 
books,  now  in  the  hands  of  her  husband;  that  I  there,  be¬ 
tween  the  years  1812  and  1817,  saw  recorded  on  these  ac¬ 
count  books  of  Mr.  Ellington,  the  names  of  Mr.  Matsell’s 
children,  who  were  pupils  with  me  in  those  days;  that  my 
father,  when  he  was  parish  clerk  of  Brandon,  buried  the 
Rev.  William  Parson,  who  baptised  and  christened  George 
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Matsell,  the  son  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  when  he  was 
rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Brandon,  England;  that  the 
three  houses  in  Ferry  street,  in  which  Mr.  Matsell,  tailor, 
lived,  are  still  in  existence  in  Brandon,  and  which  I  pass 
daily;  that  the  two  houses  in  which  Letitia  Millegan,  of 
Geneva,  United  States,  resided,  are  still  standing,  one  of 
them  being  next  to  Mr.  Ellington’s  school-house,  on  Thet- 
ford  road,  and  the  other  in  Ferry  street,  near  the  house 
where  George  Matsell  was  born,  which  is  also  standing 
in  Ferry  street,  and  which  I  have  passed  several  times 
this  day,  it  being  near  the  present  post  office,  and  near  the 
old  post  office  locality ;  that  nearly  all  of  the  old  residents 
of  Brandon,  now  living,  remember  the  Matsell  family,  and 
their  sudden  departure  from  Brandon  for  America,  in 
1817,  in  consequence  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassment 
of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that  there  are  those  in  Brandon, 
besides  myself,  who  went  to  Mr.  Ellington’s  school,  with 
George  Matsell,  the  son  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that 
there  are  those  in  Brandon  who  were  present  at  the  chris¬ 
tening  in  St-  Mary’s  Church,  of  George  Matsell’s  son 
George,  in  1811;  that  the  children  of  Joseph  Curson, 
now  deceased,  have  told  me  that  they  remember  their 
father  to  have  told  them  that  he  was  George  Matsell’s 
godfather,  the  son  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that  there 
are  females  living  in  Brandon,  who  visited  Mrs.  Matsell, 
when  she  was  confined  with  the  birth  of  George  Matsell, 
the  son  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that  William  Webb 
was  the  postmaster  of  Brandon,  when  Mr.  Matsell’s  family 
resided  in  Brandon;  that  William  Webb’s  son,  Robert 
Webb,  succeeded  his  father  as  postmaster  of  Brandon;  that 
John  Clark,  succeeded  Robert  Webb  as  postmaster  of 
Brandon,  who  is  the  present  postmaster  of  Brandon,  and 
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who  knew  the  Matsell  family  well,  and  who  is  the  execu¬ 
tor  of  the  estate  of  his  predecessor,  Robert  Webb;  that 
Spnrdens  Snare,  who  went  to  school  with  George  Matsell, 
Jr.,  at  the  time  I  did,  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  families  in  the  town  of  Brandon,  and 
whose  ancestors  are  buried  in  this  town,  and  some  of  them 
in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Warren  is  rector,  and  who  can  be  traced 
back  to  a  very  remote  period;  that  Mrs.  Esther  Hubbard 
is  the  wife  of  a  very  respectable  resident  of  Brandon,  who 
told  me  that  she  called  on  Mr.  Matsell,  in  Perry  street* 
at  the  time  Mr.  Matsell  was  confined  with  the  birth 
of  George  Matsell,  the  son  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  that 
Mrs.  Hubbard’s  husband  told  me,  this  day,  many  amusing 
incidents  respecting  George  Matsell,  tailor,  whom  he  knew 
very  well,  and  who  stored  some  of  Mrs.  Constable’s  furni¬ 
ture  in  his  premises,  in  1816,  at  Mrs.  Constable’s  request, 
who  was  afraid  it  might  be  taken  by  the  officers  for  the 
debts  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  who‘  married  her  daugh¬ 
ter;  that  Robert  Clark  is  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
respectable  citizens;  that  Mr.  James  Ralph,  was  probably 
the  most  intimate  friend  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  now 
living,  and  who  is  a  very  respectable  resident  and  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  remarkable  intelligence;  that  Mr.  Curry  Forster 
is  connected  with  the  post  office  of  Brandon,  and  was 
formerly  a  blacksmith,  and  is  highly  respected  in  Brandon; 
that  Mr.  Ramsey  is  a  gentleman  of  high  moral  character 
in  Brandon;  that  Mr.  Thompson,  the  teacher,  is  a  meri¬ 
torious  resident  of  Brandon;  that  Edmund  James  Smythe 
is  a  gentleman  of  marked  ability  and  integrity,  and  was 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  forty  years 
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ago  as  extra-commissioner  in  chancery;  that  all  of  the 
above-named  persons  who  have  made  declarations  respect¬ 
ing  the  Matsell  family,  and  others  who  have  given  state¬ 
ments  also,  to  be  carried  to  America,  I  have  known  all 
my'days,  and  I  know  them  to  be  persons  of  spotless  in¬ 
tegrity  in  Brandon,  and  that  their  asseverations  can  be 
most  implicitly  relied  on  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  And  I  further  depose,  finally,  that  letters  have 
been  received  in  Brandon,  from  the  Matsell  family,  while 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  I  never  knew  a  family 
named  Matsell,  except  the  family  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

CHARLES  FARROW, 

Parish  Clerk  of  Brandon,  County 
of  Suffolk  England. 

Brandon,  Suffolk  County,  > 

England,  August  7th,  1855.  $ 

This  declaration  was  made  before  me,  at  Thetford,  in 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  England,  on  this 
7th  day  of  August,  1855. 

HENRY  A.  BARTLETT, 
Mayor  of  Thetford. 


I,  Mary  Smythe,  wife  of  Edjvard  James  Smy  the,  of  Bran¬ 
don,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Conveyancer,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare,  that  I  came  to  reside  in  Brandon, 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  with  my  family,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  that  I  knew  George 
Matsell,  a  tailor,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  a  short  time  after 
I  came  to  Brandon;  that  in  or  about  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  they  with  their  children 
came  to  reside  in  a  house  opposite  to  my  residence,  in 
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Ferry  street,  in  Brandon,  aforesaid;  that  I  remember 
William  and  George  their  sons,  and  Mary  and  Susan  their 
daughters;  that  I  have  seen  the  wife  and  eldest  daughter 
at  work  with  their  father,  iu  their  shop,  the  females  sitting 
on  the  board  with  their  feet  in  a  place  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose;  that  my  husband  often  employed  the  said  George 
Matsell,  the  father,  to  make  clothes  for  our  sons,  then 
little  boys,  about  the  age  of  the  two  sons  of  the  said 
George  Matsell,  the  elder;  that  sometimes  their  children 
would  come  over  to  my  residence,  and  play  with  mine; 
that  I  knew  the  family  of  the  Matsells  for  several  years, 
until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen 
or  seventeen,  when  they  left  Brandon,  and  I  afterward 
heard  that  they  went  to  America;  and  I  make  this  solemn 
declaration,  constientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true, 
and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  made,  and  pass¬ 
ed  in  the  session  of  parliament,  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years 
of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth, 
intituled,  “  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  present  session 
of  parliament,  intituled  “  an  act  for  the  more  effectual  abo¬ 
lition  of  oaths  and  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various 
departments  of  the  state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in 
lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  volun¬ 
tary  and  extra-judicial  o^hs  and  affidavits,  and  to  make 
other  provisions  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths.’  ” 

MARY  SMYTHE. 

Declared,  at  Brandon,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  this  seventh  day  of 
August,  1855,  before  me. 

Edwd.  Jas.  Smythe, 

A  Com  missioner  for  administering 

oaths  in  Chancery ,  England. 
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I,  William  Henry  Ramsby,  of  Brandon,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  Cabinet-maker,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
declare,  that  I  came  to  reside  in  Brandon,  aforesaid,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  that  I 
well  knew  George  Matsell,  late  of  Brandon,  aforesaid, 
tailor,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife;  that  they  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  viz:' — William  and  George  their  sons,  and  Mary  and 
Susan  their  daughters;  that  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  the  said  George  Matsell  request¬ 
ed  me  to  be  a  godfather  to  George,  their  infant  son,  which 
I  refused  doing;  that  in  or  about  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  or  seventeen,  the  said  George 
Matsell,  the  father,  left  Brandon  with  his  said  wife  and 
children;  that  I  some  time  afterward  met  the  said  George 
Matsell,  the  father,  in  London,  when  he  told  me  they  were 
going  to  America,  and  I  afterward  heard  that  they  did  go 
there;  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true;  and  by  virtue  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  an  act  made,  and  passed  in  the  session  of  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  intituled,  “an  act  to 
repeal  an  act  of  the  present  session  of  parliament,  intitu¬ 
led  ‘  an  act  for  the  more  effectual  abolition  of  oaths  and 
affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various  departments  of 
the  state,  and  to  substitute  Ifeclarations  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  voluntary  and 
extra-judicial  oaths  and  affidavits,  and  to  make  other  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths.’  ” 

WILLIAM  HENRY  RAMSEY. 

Declared  at  Brandon,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  this  seventh  day  of 
August,  1855,  before  me. 

Edwd.  Jas.  Smythe, 

A  Commissioner  to  administer 

oaths  in  Chancery ,  England. 
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I  visited  the  Ellington  school-house,  and  found  it 
crowded  with  about  sixty  children,  from  two  years  of  age 
and  upward;  I  saw  the  spot  where  little  George  Matsell 
used  to  sit.  At  my  request,  Mr.  Thompson,  the  present 
teacher,  measured  the  two  apartments  on  the  first  floor, 
with  the  following  result:  front  room,  13  feet  long,  10 
feet  wide  and  high.  The  rear  apartment  is  10  feet 
long  and  7  feet  high.  The  front  room  has  two  rows  of 
de^iks  on  either  side,  running  lengthwise;  there  is  a  sta¬ 
tionary  writing-desk,  extending  from  the  floor  to  the  ceil¬ 
ing;  a  little  grate  fire-place,  and  the  floor  is  paved  with 
brick,  each  being  nine  inches  square.  The  exterior  of  the 
school-house  is  composed  of  flint  stone,  with  which  the 
country  abounds. 

The  house  in  which  little  George  Matsell  was  born  is  on 
Ferry  street,  near  where  the  old  post-office  was,  and  is 
a  two-story  building,  about  a  third  larger  than  the  Elling¬ 
ton  school-house,  whose  dimensions  are  above  described. 
Its  exterior  is  of  flint  stone.  There  are  three  rooms  on 
the  first  floor,  and  four  on  the  second.  Two  rooms  on 
the  first  floor  front  on  Ferry  street.  One  was  used  by 
Mr.  Matsell  as  a  general  sitting  room,  and  the  other  as 
his  tailor’s  shop,  and  which  is  still  used  as  such  by  an  old 
man,  who  is  near  his  grave.  The  rear  room  on  the  first 
floor  was,  and  is  still  used  as  a  kitchen.  The  four  small 
rooms  on  the  second  floor  are  used  as  bed-rooms. 

The  basin  of  the  font  before  which  litte  George  Matsell 
was  christened,  and  received  into  the  church  of  St.  Marys, 
in  Brandon,  was  measured,  at  my  request,  by  Mr.  Farrow, 
the  parish  clerk,  and  is  fifteen  inches  deep,  nine  feet  in 
circumference,  and  three  and  a  half  feet  high.  The  basin 
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of  the  font  is  composed  of  stone,  and  is  lined  with  metal 
being  supported,  originally,  by  eight  stone  pillars,  three 
of  which  are  gone.  The  font  is  eight  hundred  years  old, 
and  the  church  itself  is  eleven  hundred  years  old,  being 
built  on  the  site  and  in  the  time  of  old  Brandon.  Before 
this  font,  forty-four  years  ago,  Mr.  Ralph,  and  others  now 
living  in  Brandon,  stood  by  the  side  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat- 
sell,  with  little  George  Matsell  in  his  mother’s  arms,  and 
saw  him  christened  and  received  into  the  church  of  St. 
Marys;  and  before  this  font,  on  Sunday,  August  5th,  1855,. 
after  the  afternoon  services,  I  saw  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren 
baptize  and  christen  two  lovely  infants. 

A  few  hours  before  my  departure  from  Liverpool  for 
New  York,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Farrow,  the  par¬ 
ish  clerk  of  Brandon.  The  letter  has,  on  its  exterior, 
the  impressions  of  three  circular  metallic  stamps,  besides 
the  paper  postage  stamp.  The  first  is  the  Brandon  stamp, 
the  second  stamp  contains  a  crown  and  date,  and  the  third 
is  the  Liverpool  stamp,  August  9th,  1855.  The  following 
is  the  letter: 

Brandon,  Aug.  8th,  1855. 

Sir: — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have,  according  to  your 
request,  been  to  Feltwell  to  day,  to-get  what  information 
I  could,  respecting  ihe  letters  that  were  sent  by  Mr.  Mat- 
sell  (after  he  went  to  America)  to  his  friends  at  Brandon. 
I  saw  a  person  who  told  me  he  knew  that  his  father  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter;  and  he  likewise  told  me  a  little  incident 
that  was  named  in  it,  which  was,  that  the  whole  family 
had  the  sea-sickness,  except  the  old  lady.  But  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  the  letter  is  not  to  be  had,  for,  some  time  after,  a 
person  proposed  coming  to  America,  and  the  letter  was 
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given  to  this  person  that  he  might  be  furnished  with  Mr. 
Matsell’s  address,  and  they  never  saw  it  again;  but  that 
party  did  not  come  to  America.  The  man  that  I  saw  to¬ 
day,  gave  as  straightforward  an  account  of  the  Matsell 
family  as  any  I  have  heard.  I  cannot  say  any  more  about 
it  now,  as  the  post  will  close  in  a  few  minutes;  but  I  hope 
I  shall  hear  from  you,  so  as  if  I  should  have  to  write  to 
you  again  before  you  leave  England,  I  may  have  the  pro¬ 
per  address,  wherever  you  may  be. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  truly,  <fcc., 

CHARLES  FARROW. 

Parish  Clerk,  Brandon ,  England. 

On  August  11th,  1855, 1  left  Liverpool  in  the  steamship 
Pacific,  Capt.  Nye,  and  arrived  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
August  22d,  1855. 

Respectfully, 

STEPHEN  H.  BRANCH, 
Secretary  of  Special  Police  Investigating  Com. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss  : — I,  Louisa  Wyckoff, 
residing  at  No.  128  West  Sixteenth  street,  depose,  that  I 
was  requested  by  Stephen  H.  Branch  to  go  to  South  Sev¬ 
enth  street,  near  the  corner  of  Third  street,  Williams- 
burgh,  L.  I.,  and  subpoena  Mary  Matsell  Finn;  that  I 
told  Mr.  Branch  that  I  never  knew  a  lady  to  subpoena  a 
lady,  who  replied  that  this  was  an  extreme  case;  that  inas¬ 
much  as  I  was  a  child,  residing  opposite  Lafayette  Hall  in 
Broadway,  when  George  Matsell,  tailor,  resided  there, 
and  knew  all  his  children,  viz:  William,  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  died;  Mary,  a  native  of  England,  who  now  re- 
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sides  in  Williamsburgk,  L.  I.;  Susan,  a  native  of  England, 
who  the  wife  of  Mr.  Fiori,  who  is,  I  believe,  an  unnat¬ 
uralized  foreigner,  and  represents  America  at  Manchester, 
England,  as  Consul;  George,  a  native  of  Brandon,  Eng¬ 
land,  who  is  the  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York; 
Augustus,  a  native  of  Brandon,  England,  who  died  in 
South  America;  Elizabeth,  a  native  of  Brandon,  England, 
who  resides  in  the  Seventh  Ward  in  this  city,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Sweet,  a  proprietor  of  the  Sunday  Leader; 
James  Henry  Abdeel  Columbia,  a  native  of  the  United 
States,  who  married  the  widow  of  Augustus,  his  brother, 
and  is,  as  I  believe,  the  American  Consul  in  South  Amer¬ 
ica;  that  inasmuch  as  I  knew  all,  and  played  with  a  por¬ 
tion  of  these  children  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  my 
childhood,  and  could  recognize  them  now;  that  inasmuch 
as  I  have  seen  them  at  various  times  since  that  remote 
period,  and  have  visited  George  at  his  residence,  who  now 
recognizes  me  as  his  acquaintance  in  former  days;  that  in 
view  of  all  this,  Mr.  Branch  requested  me  to  serve  a  sub¬ 
poena  on  Mary  Matsell  Finn,  at  Williamsburgh,  signed  by 
Alderman  Briggs  and  David  T.  Valentine,  and  to  gratify 
Mr.  Branch  I  consented  to  assume  the  task,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  I  left  the  city  of  New  York  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  of  September,  1855,  for  South  Sev¬ 
enth,  near  the  corner  of  Third  street,  Williamsburgh,  and 
having  arrived,  sent  a  little  girl  to  inquire  for  Mrs.  Finn, 
(Mary  Matsell  having  first  married  a  man  named  Abbott, 
and  subsequently  a  man  named  McFinn,  and  having  after¬ 
ward  struck  off  the  Me,  and  has  since  called  herself  Finn) 
at  a  toy  and  confectionary  store,  kept  by  her  daughters, 
whose  names  are  Abbott,  they  being  the  children  by  her 
first  husband;  that  the  little  girl  was  told  by  a  girl  in  the 
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store  that  Mrs.  Finn  did  not  live  there;  that  I  then  made 
inquiry  of  one  of  the  neighbors,  and  was  told  that  Mrs. 
Finn  did  positively  reside  there,  and  had  been  seen  within 
a  short  time;  that  I  then  went  into  the  toy  store  myself, 
and  inquired  for  Mrs.  Finn,  and  was  informed  by  her 
daughters,  whom  I  knew,  that  Mrs.  Finn  did  not  live 
there;  that  they  did  not  know  Mrs.  Finn,  nor  where  she 
resided;  that  I  again  made  application  to  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  neighbors,  and  requested  one  of  them  to  accompany 
me  to  Mrs.  Finn’s  house,  which  she  did;  that  the  neighbor 
told  Mrs-  Finn’s  daughters  that  Mrs.  Finn,  their  mother, 
certainly  did  reside  there,  which  they  blushingly  and  ner¬ 
vously  acknowledged,  but  said  that  she  was  absent  from 
home;  that  I  saw  a  family  connexion  of  the  Matsell  and 
Finn  family  in  Williamsburgh,  who  told  me  that  she  knew 
that  Mrs-  Finn  resided  in  the  rear  of  the  toy  shop  in 
South  Seventh  street,  at  which  I  had  inquired,  and  that 
she  had  seen  her  only  a  short  time  previous;  that  I  then 
called  on  Mrs.  Fenwick,  whom  I  immediately  recognized 
as  Mrs.  Mary  Matsell  Finn’s  eldest  daughter,  and  for¬ 
merly  Mary  Abbott,  and  asked  her  if  I  could  see  Mrs. 
Finn,  her  mother,  and  was  answered  “  No,”  in  a  violent 
manner,  she  at  the  same  time  slamming  the  door  most  vio¬ 
lently  in  my  face;  that  when  I  first  called  in  the  toy  store 
to  inquire  for  Mrs.  Finn,  her  daughters  evinced  a  nervous 
tremulation  of  the  hands  and  jaws,  such  as  I  never  wit¬ 
nessed  on  the  most  painful  occasions.  And  further  this 
deponent  saith  not. 

LOUISA  WYCKOFF. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  > 
day  of  September,  1855.  $ 

G-.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


Doc.  No.  43.) 


58 


i  |  City  and  County  of  New  York ,  SS: — I,  Thomas  Flendeb, 
Messenger  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  depose,  that  on 
Saturday,  September  22d,  1855, 1  went  to  serve  a  subpoena 
in  Williamsburgh,  Long  Island,  on  Mrs.  Mary  Matsell 
Finn,  the  eldest  sister  of  George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of 
Police  of  the  city  of  New  York;  that  I  went  into  a  toy 
and  confectionary  store  near  the  corner  of  South  Seventh 
and  Third  streets,  Williamsburgh,  where  I  saw  two  young 
ladies,  each  about  eighteen  and  twenty  years  of  age;  that 
I  inquired  of  these  young  ladies  for  Mrs.  Finn  or  Mrs. 
McFinn,  (the  widow  of  Mr.  McFinn,  whose  former  hus¬ 
band  was  named  Abbott,)  and  was  informed  that  no  such 
person  resided  there;  that  when  I  asked  them  for  Mrs.  Finn 
or  Mrs.  McFinn,  they  both  exhibited  evidences  of  extreme 
agitation  and  nervousness,  and  looked  at  each  other  in¬ 
tensely,  and  hesitated  for  some  seconds  as  to  the  manner 
and  expediency  of  answering  my  questions.  And  further 
this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOS.  FLENDER, 
Messenger  of  Board  of  Aldermen . 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council,  Sept.  22,  1855. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  26th  > 
day  of  September,  1855.  S 

W.  F.  T.  Chapman, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds  - 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — I,  William  Baker, 
of  No.  1049  Broadway,  depose  that  I  was  requested,  by 
Stephen  H.  Branch,  to  subpoena  Mary  Matsell  Finn,  the 
eldest  sister  of  George  Matsell,  Chief  of  Police;  that 
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I  told  Mr.  Branch  an  officer  would  probably  be  more 
suitable  for  such  a  mission,  when  Mr.  Branch  replied  that 
he  desired  me  to  serve  the  subpoena,  as  I  had  known  Mary, 
William,  Susan,  George,  Augustus,  Elizabeth  and  James 
Henry  Abdeel  Columbia,  since  they  resided  opposite 
Lafayette  Hall,  where  Niblo’s  Garden  now  stands,  and 
because  I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  George  Matsell, 
tailor,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  having  formed  their  ac¬ 
quaintance  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  America,  (Colum¬ 
bia  excepted,)  in  the  ship  Perseus,  in  1817,  from  England; 
that  in  consequence  of  all  this,  and  to  please  Mr.  Branch, 
who  said  that  it  required  some  person  to  subpoena  Mary 
Matsell  Finn  who  was  acquainted  with  her,  I  consequently 
started,  with  a  friend,  on  Saturday  morning,  15th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  for  Williamsburgh,  at  7  o’clock,  and  proceeded  to 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Finn,  sister  of  George  Matsell;  that 
on  stepping  in  the  door-way  of  her  daughter’s  toy  and 
confectionery  store,  in  South  Seventh,  near  the  corner  of 
Third  street,  our  presence  seemed  to  excite  attention  and 
alarm,  and  presently  a  general  commotion  in  the  store, 
and  throughout  the  house  and  neighborhood,  so  much  so, 
that  we  considered  it  prudent  to  commence  a  reconnoiter- 
ing  some  little  distance  from,  and  subsequently,  in  the 
rear  of  the  locality,  before  serving,  or  attempting  to  serve 
the  subpoena;  that  I  learned  the  daughters  had,  on  several 
occasions  denied  that  Mrs.  Finn,  alias  Mrs.  McFinn,  alias 
Mrs.  Abbott  (she  sometimes  calling  herself  by  all  these  three 
names  at  different  times,)  resided  there;  that,  quite  recent¬ 
ly,  Mrs.  Finn  had  absented  herself  from  the  shop  con¬ 
siderably;  that,  accordingly,  myself  and  friend  passed, 
on,  from  the  toy  shop  to  the  corner  of  Third  and  South 
Seventh  streets,  where  we  saw  Matthew  Finn,  Mary  Mat- 
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sell  Finn’s  son,  come  out  of  his  sister’s  toy  shop,  and  come 
to  the  corner  where  we  were  followed  by  two  desperate  bul¬ 
lies;  that  while  my  attention  was  diverted  for  a  moment,  my 
friend  directed  my  eyes  to  a  revolver  that  Matthew  Finn 
was  putting  in  his  breast  pocket,  having  just  brandished  it 
in  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun;  that  Finn  and  his  comrades 
soon  went  down  the  street;  that  my  friend  then  went  into 
the  bakery  at  the  corner,  and  requested  permission  to 
examine  the  yard,  which  was  granted,  while  I  went  up 
Third  street;  that  on  my  return,  and  while  waiting  for  my 
friend,  Finn  came  several  times  and  stood  very  near  me, 
frequently  hailing  and  talking  with  rowdies,  as  they  passed 
to  and  fro,  and  who  now  seemed  to  be  gathering  very 
rapidly;  that  in  about  half  an  hour  my  friend  returned, 
and  informed  me  that  be  had  been  in  the  rear  of  the  toy 
and  confectionery  store,  where  he  ascertained  that  Mrs. 
Finn  and  her  daughters  resided  in  the  house  owned  by 
Mr.  Fenwick,  who  married  Mary  Matsell  Finn’s  eldest 
daughter,  Mary  Abbott;  that  Mr.  Fenwick  owned  and 
resided  in  another  house,  directly  in  the  rear  of  Mrs. 
Finn’s,  and  which  fronted  on  another  street;  that  the  rear 
of  both  houses  were  connected  by  one  yard;  that  he  found 
several  ferocious  bull-dogs  in  this  yard,  which  the  neigh¬ 
bors  said  came  from  the  dog  pound  in  New  York;  that  he 
believed  Mrs.  Finn  was  secreted  in  Mr.  Fenwick’s  house; 
that  on  scaling  the  fence,  and  while  he  was  about  to  de¬ 
scend  into  the  yard,  Mrs.  Fenwick  came  running  out, 
crying  “  What  do  you  want,  sir;”  that  he  replied,  I  desire 
to  examine  the  yard;  that  she  said,  “  If  you  succeed  in 
getting  by  those  dogs  we  will  have  bullets  for  you  then;” 
that  he  told  her  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  dogs,  and  in 
passing  them,  one  of  them  sprang  at  him,  which  he  sue- 
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eeeded  in  keeping  off  with  only  a  slight  nibble;  that  Mrs, 
Fenwick  then  said  “  You  seem  to  take  things  rather  cool, 
and  you  must  be  the  Alligator;  and  you  had  better  depart 
very  soon;”  that  after  looking  around  the  yard  a  little,  , 
and  not  finding  Mrs.  Finn,  so  that  he  could  place  the  sub¬ 
poena,  (which  he  had  in  his  pocket,)  in  her  hands,  he  left 
the  yard,  by  rescaling  the  fence  and  passing  through  the 
bakery  again;  that,  on  hearing  this,  I  concluded  to  beat  a 
retreat,  as  I  had  no  idea  of  storming  a  castle  to  serve  a 
subpoena;  that,  before  retreating,  we  went  into  several 
stores,  and  were  invariably  informed  that  Mrs.  Finn  re¬ 
sided  in  the  rear  of  the  toy  shop,  and  had  been  recently 
seen  in  the  store;  that,  as  I  was  going  down  the  street, 
young  Finn  again  came  where  I  was;  and  I  was  informed 
by  the  neighbors  that  he  belonged  to  a  terrible  gang  of 
rowdies;  that  I  had  not  gone  far  before  I  again  saw  Finn 
at  my  heels,  in  company  with  the  worst  fellows  I  ever  be¬ 
held;  that  my  friend,  at  this  time,  suddenly  disappeared, 
and  that  I  went  toward  the  ferry,  and  had  not  long  been 
there  when  Finn,  with  his  ruffians,  was  again  by  my  side, 
who  pointed  me  out  as  the  Alligator,  to  almost  every  one 
that  passed,  and  did  his  utmost  to  raise  a  riot  against  me; 
that  I  remained  at  the  ferry  about  two  hours,  conversing 
with  two  police  officers,  for  safety,  as  Finn  was  pacing  to 
and  fro,  and  passing  from  corner  to  corner,  and  doing  his 
utmost  to  have  me  attacked ;  that  my  friend  finally  came 
down  to  the  ferry,  after  obtaining  all  the  information  he 
could;  that  we  then  consulted  as  to  the  expediency  of 
entering  the  toy  shop,  and  serve  the  subpoena  at  every 
peril,  but  we  concluded  that  an  attempt  to  serve  the  sub¬ 
poena,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  attended  with 
very  serious  results,  and  might  end  in  riot  and  bloodshed; 
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that  we  finally  recrossed  the  ferry  to  New  York.  And 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  BAKER. 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  September,  1855.  j 

G.  W.  Wheeler, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


Soon  after  Mr.  Branch  returned  from  Brandon,  Mr. 
Matsell  was  again  subpenaed  to  appear,  which  he  did,  and 
who,  (although  he  had  hitherto  recognized  the  powers  of 
the  Committee  by  giving  his  testimony,)  he  now,  for  the 
first  time,  questioned  the  Committee’s  authority,  and  re¬ 
fused  to  testify,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  of  which  the  following  is  the  original: 

“It  is  my  belief  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee 
are  designed  exclusively  for  personal  andpartizan  objects, 
and  I  do  not  mean  to  recognize  your  pretended  authority 
until  the  last  judicial  determination,  which  I  can  legally 
obtain,  holds  that  you  have  the  power  you  claim  to  exer¬ 
cise;  I  therefore  decline  to  answer  any  question  which  you 
may  propound  to  me. 

"  GEO.  W.  MATSELL. 

“  New  York,  Sept.  26th,  1855.” 


The  Committee  again  subpenaed  Mr.  Matsell,  who 
came,  but  who,  in  a  second  communication,  peremptorily 
refused  to  answer  any  questions.  The  following  is  his 
original  document,  in  pencil  mark: 
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To  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen , 

usually  known  as  the  Briggs  Committee : 

You  are  probably  aware,  that  a  committee  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  this  state  is  shortly  to  meet  in  this  city,  and  in¬ 
quire  about  the  management  of  the  Police  Department  and 
criminal  courts.  It  is  my  intention  to  attend  before  that 
committee,  and  be  examined  fully  as  to  all  matters  con¬ 
nected  with  my  official  duties  or  conduct;  but  retaining 
my  belief  that  your  Committee  has  no  legal  authority  to 
summons  and  compel  me  to  testify.  I  decline  answering 
any  questions  you  may  put  to  me;  I  also  inform  you  that 
I  have  not  been  regularly  subpenaed  to  attend  before  you 
to  day,  and  do  not  now  present  myself,  in  obedience  to 
any  subpcena,  but  as  a  voluntary  act,  but  for  the  purpose 
solely  of  making  this  communication. 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL. 


The  Legislative  Committee,  before  which  Mr.  Matsell 
proposes  to  appear,  has  one  member  connected  with  it 
named  O’Keefe,  whose  brother,  last  summer,  attempted,  in 
broad  day,  in  the  City  Hall,  (in  connection  with  about  one 
hundred  ruffians,)  to  take  the  life  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Police  Committee,  (no  person  being  in  the  police  office  at 
the  time,  for  my  protection,)  before  whom  Mr.  Matsell 
now  refuses  to  appear,  although  the  Police  and  Legislative 
Committees  were  appointed  for  dissimilar  objects. 

The  Committee  sought  the  Common  Pleas  Court  for  re¬ 
dress,  but  Judge  Ingraham  refused  to  grant  an  order  of 
attachment,  on  the  ground  that  no  questions  were  asked 
Mr.  Matsell.  The  Committee  considered  it  futile  to  ask 
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questions,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Matsell  declined  to  answer 
any  questions  whatever;  but  even  if  they  had  been  dis¬ 
posed  to  ask  questions,  they  could  not  have  done  so.  in 
consequence  of  the  rapid  flight  of  Mr.  Matsell  from  the 
Committee. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: — Report  of  George 
Matsell,  an  alien,  and  family,  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  called  the  Mayor’s  Court  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  (being  a  Court  of  Record,  having  com¬ 
mon  law  jurisdiction,  a  clerk  and  seal,)  the  second  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz:  George  Matsell,  male,  born  in  Walsingham, 
county  of  Norfolk,  Great  Britain,  aged  fifty  years;  owes 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  migrated  from  London;  occupation, 
tailor;  intends  to  reside  in  the  city  and  state  of  New 
York;  Elizabeth  Matsell,  his  wife;  William  Matsell,  his 
son,  aged  eighteen  years;  Mary  Matsell,  his  daughter, 
aged  twenty  years;  Susan  Matsell,  his  daughter,  aged  six¬ 
teen  years;  George  Matsell,  his  son,  aged  seven  years; 
Augustus  Matsell,  his  son,  aged  five  years;  Elizabeth  Mat¬ 
sell,  his  daughter,  aged  two  years. 

GEORGE  MATSELL. 


MAYOR’S  COURT. 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss:-— I,  being 

duly  sworn,  do  declare  on  oath,  that  it  is  bona  fide  my  in¬ 
tention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
renounce,  forever,  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign 
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prince,  potentate,  state  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to 

Sworn  in  open  Court,  this  ) 
day  of  18  .  j 

(Indorsed,) 

GEORGE  MATSELL. 

Report  and  Affidavit  Intention. 

Report  filed  2d  March,  1819. 

State  op  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  York ,  ss. — 
I,  Benjamin  H.  Jarvis,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  I  have  compared  the  preceding  copy  report 
with  the  original  thereof,  in  my  office,  and  that  the  same 
is  a  correct  transcript  thereof,  and  of  the  whole  of  the 
said  original. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my 
[l.  s.J  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  this 
27th  day  of  September,  1855. 

B.  II.  JARVIS,  Clerk. 


The  above  precisely  corresponds  with  the  American  and 
English  affidavits,  and  with  the  Brandon  register,  as  to 
the  names  and  ages  of  all  of  George  Matsell’s  the  tailor's 
children.  Mr.  Matsell  got  possession  of  the  above  natu¬ 
ralization  report  and  blank’affidavit,  which  he  kept,  and 
refused  to  return  it  to  Mr.  Jarvis,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas.  Mr.  Jarvis  finally  sent  Mr.  James  T. 
Brady  to  Mr.  Matsell,  who  demanded  him  to  surrender  it, 
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or  suffer  the  consequences.  Mr.  Matsell,  after  much  hesi¬ 
tation,  let  Mr.  Brady  have  it.  The  following  is  Mr.  Jar¬ 
vis’s  testimony  on  this  point.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Police 
Committee,  on  Monday  afternoon,  October  22d,  1855,  Al¬ 
dermen  Briggs  and  C.  H.  Tucker  being  present,  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  H.  Jarvis,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  under  oath,  said : 

Question,  by  Alderman  Briggs — Did  Mr.  George  W . 
Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  have  the  naturalization  re¬ 
port  and  blank  affidavit  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  (return¬ 
ing  all  his  children,  including  George,  as  aliens,)  of  1819, 
in  his  possession  ? 

Mr.  Jarvis — Yes;  Mr.  Matsell  had  it  for  some  days; 
when  I  first  gave  it  to  him,  I  told  him  I  must  have  it  on 
the  next  morning;  I  was  averse  to  his  having  the  paper 
at  all;  but  as  he  promised  that  he  would  not  let  it  go  out 
of  his  possession,  I  left  it  with  him. 

Alderman  Briggs — How  did  you  regain  possession  of  it? 

Mr.  Jarvis — I  called  for  it,  and  he  stated  that  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  showing  it  to  Mr.  Brady,  his  coun¬ 
sel,  and  asked  me  to  let  him  have  it  a  little  longer;  the 
second  time  I  called,  he  said  that  it  was  at  his  house;  I 
then  told  him  it  must  be  produced,  and  I  subsequently  re¬ 
quested  Mr.  Brady  to  get  it,  who  obtained  it  for  me. 

Alderman  Briggs — Do  you  know,  or  have  you  ever 
heard  of  his  being  naturalized  ? 

Mr.  Jarvis — No  sir. 

The  people  of  New  York  are  greatly  indebted  to  the 
brothers  Jarvis,  Benjamin  and  Nathaniel,  for  their  fidelity 
in  preserving  the  precious  record  after  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Matsell. 
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Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
passed  several  months  since,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  was  directed  to  employ  a  person  to  arrange 
the  records  and  papers,  who,  in  doing  it,  found  the  above 
naturalization  report  and  original  blank  draft  affidavit  of 
George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  a  large  package  of  similar  re¬ 
ports  and  drafts  of  those  who,  like  George  Matsell,  tailor, 
after  they  applied  for  naturalization,  never  became  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  because  they  would  not  finally 
put  their  hand  on  the  Bible,  and  swear  by  the  ever  living 
God  that  they  would  forever  renounce  all  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  Prince,  Potentate,  State  or  Sove¬ 
reignty,  whatever,  and  particularly  to  the  Sovereign  of 
their  native  land.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  says,  in  the 
above  report,  that  he  was  born  in  Walsingham,  County  of 
Norfolk,  England.  Half  of  Brandon  is  also  in  Norfolk 
County,  and  half  in  Suffolk  County,  the  town  being  di_ 
vided  by  a  small  river.  So  that  the  report  of  George 
Matsell,  tailor,  corresponds  in  this  respect  with  the  bap¬ 
tismal  register  of  George,  the  Chief  of  Police,  Augustus 
and  Elizabeth,  of  Brandon,  Norfolk  County,  England. 
George  Matsell  next  says,  in  his  naturalization  report, 
that  his  pursuit  is  that  of  a  tailor,  which  corresponds  with 
all  the  affidavits  of  England  and  America  on  the  subject, 
and  also  corresponds  with  the  Brandon  baptismal  register, 
where,  at  the  baptism  of  George,  Augustus  and  Elizabeth, 
he  is  recorded  as  a  tailor.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  made 
his  naturalization  report  on  March  2d,  1819,  which  cor¬ 
responds  with  the  arrival  of  himself  and  family  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  in  the  autumn  of  1817,  (one  year  and  a  few  months 
previous,)  in  the  ship  Perseus,  which  event  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  by  a  large  number  of  affidavits  of  those  who 
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came  with  him  in  the  Perseus,  and  of  those  who  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  the  Matsell  family,  when  they  resided 
where  Niblo’s  Garden  now  is.  The  first  appearance  of 
the  name  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  No.  559  Broadway, 
in  the  New  York  Directory  of  1818,  strongly  confirms  his 
arrival  in  1817,  and  his  application  for  naturalization  in 
the  spring  of  1819.  one  year  and  a  fraction  after  his  arri¬ 
val  in  America.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  his  naturaliza¬ 
tion  report,  says,  that  his  wife’s  name  is  Elizabeth,  which 
corresponds  with  all  the  affidavits  in  England  and  Ameri¬ 
ca  on  the  subject,  which  say  that  George  Matsell,  the  tai¬ 
lor’s  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Constable.  The 
Brandon  Register  also  says  that  his  wife’s  name  was  Eli¬ 
zabeth.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  above  reports  the  names 
of  his  six  alien  children,  and  gives  their  respective  ages  in 
1819,  which  corresponds  to  a  second  with  the  Brandon 
Register,  and  with  all  affidavits  in  both  hemispheres  on 
the  subject.  The  three  first  named  alien  children,  viz: 
William,  Mary  and  Susan,  were  born  in  Soho  Square,  Lon¬ 
don.  William  was  a  tailor,  and  died  long  since  in  this 
country,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul’s  church-yard.  Mary 
resides  in  Williamsburgh,  L.  I.,  and  will  not  permit  her- 
.self  to  be.subpenaed  by  the  legal  authorities  of  this  city, 
her  residence  being  literally  surrounded  and  protected  by 
bull  dogs,  knives  and  revolvers  in  the  hands  of  her  despe¬ 
rate  kindred  and  friends.  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Fiori, 
(whose  father  married  an  English  woman,)  and  resides  in 
Manchester,  England,  with  her  husband.  Following  Wil¬ 
liam,  Mary  and  Susan,  (in  George  Matsell’s,  tailor’s,  natu¬ 
ralization  report,)  are  George,  Augustus  and  Elizabeth, 
(named  after  her  mother,)  who  were  all  born  in  Brandon, 
Norfolk  County,  England.  The  certificates  of  the  Rev. 
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Samuel  Warren,  the  present  rector  of  the  Brandon  Church, 
prove  this,  and  also  the  certificates  of  the  postmaster  of 
Brandon,  and  of  the  Parish  Clerk,  and  also  numerous  affi¬ 
davits  from  citizens  of  Brandon.  Mr.  Branch  showed  the 
Brandon  Register  to  the  Hon.  James  Buchanan,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Minister  at  London,  and  obtained  a  certificate  from 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  this  city  of 
high  integrity)  certifying  that  George  Matsell,  son  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  was  recorded  in  the  Bran¬ 
don  Register.  And  what  corroborates  all  this  is  the  natu¬ 
ralization  report  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  which  says' 
that  George  Matsell,  tailor,  was  a  native  of  Walsingham, 
County  of  Norfolk,  which  is  the  same  county  in  which  one 
half  of  Brandon  is  located.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  saysr 
in  his  naturalization  report,  that  his  son  George  was  an 
alien  of  seven  years  old  in  1819,  which  corresponds  with 
the  Brandon  Register,  which  says  that  “  George,  son  of 
George  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  was  baptized  privately, 
October  10,  and  received  December  26th,  1811.”  Now, 
from  October  10th,  1811,  to  March  2d,  1819,  (the  date  of 
the  father’s  naturalization  report,)  is  just  seven  years  and 
fire  months,  which  makes  George  Matsell’s,  tailor’s,  natu¬ 
ralization  report  and  the  Brandon  Register  perfectly 
agree.  George  Matsell,  tailor,  of  Norfolk  County,  Eng¬ 
land,  says,  in  his  naturalization  report,  that  his  alien  son 
Augustus,  (formerly  of  the  Comptroller’s  Office,  in  this 
city,  and  who  is  dead,)  was  an  alien  in  1819,  of  five  years 
old,  which  corresponds  with  the  Brandon  Register,  which 
says  that' Augustus,  the  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Mat¬ 
sell,  was  baptized  August  19th,  1813.  Now,  from  August 
19,  1813,  to  March  2d,  1819,  (the  date  of  George  Matsell’s, 
tailor’s,  naturalization  report,)  is  five  years  and  six  months, 
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which  makes  perfect  unity  between  George  Mats©  IPs,  tai¬ 
lor’s,  report  and  the  Brandon  Register.  George  Matsell, 
tailor,  reports  his  daughter  Elizabeth  an  alien  of  two 
years  old  in  1819,  which  corresponds  with  the  Brandon 
Register,  which  says  that  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Matsell,  was  born  January  30th, 
181T,  and  baptized  March  9th,  1817.  (Elizabeth  is  the  in¬ 
fant  child  spoken  of,  as  on  board  of  the  Perseus,  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Kervan,  of  Bloomingdale  )  Now,  from  January 
30th,  1817,  to  March  2d,  1819,  (the  date  of  George  Mat- 
sell’s,  tailor’s,  naturalization  report,)  is  two  years  and  two 
months.  Elizabeth  now  resides  in  Forty-first  street,  near 
the  Sixth  avenue,  with  her  husband,  Joseph  Sweet,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Sunday  Leader,  in  this  city,  a  newspaper 
that  has  not  said  one  word  in  defence  of  George  Matsell, 
Chief  of  Police,  but  has  rather  defended  the  Police  Com¬ 
mittee.  Mr.  Sweet,  as  the  husband  of  Elizabeth,  is  spoken 
of  in  the  affidavit  of  Mrs.  Wyckoff,  of  148  West  Sixteenth 
street.  George  Matsell,  the  present  Chief  of  Police,  swore 
•that  his  name  was  George  Washington  Matsell.  He  also 
signed  his  name  as  George  Washington  Matsell  a  few 
days  since,  at  the  close  of  a  contumacious  communication 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Police  Committee.  But 
George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  his  naturalization  report  of  1819, 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  that  day,  says  that  the 
name  of  his  son  was  George  Matsell,  without  the  “  W.” 
This  leaves  a  nice  question  of  veracity  between  his  father, 
George  Matsell,  tailor,  and  the  Common  Pleas  records 
and  the  Brandon  Register,  and  numerous  affidavits  on  the 
one  hand,  and  George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  on  the 
other,  with  apparent  truth  on  the  side  of  the  former. 
George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  also  swore,  before 
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the  Police  Committee,  that  the  only  evidence  he  ever  had 
of  his  place  of  nativity,  was  that  his  mother  (who  died 
only  two  or  three  years  since,)  told  him  that  he  was  horn 
in  America.  Now,  George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  his  naturali¬ 
zation  report,  says  that  his  son  George,  the  present  Chief 
of  Police,  was  an  alien  of  seven  years  old,  in  the  spring 
of  1819,  which  makes,  George,  according  to  the  simplest 
principles  of  subtraction,  about  six  years  old  in  the  autumn 
of  1817,  when  he  arrived  in  the  ship  Perseus,  with  his  father, 
in  America.  The  question  is  then  very  naturally  asked, 
how  could  George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police,  (whom  his 
own  father  says,  in  his  naturalization  report,  was  an  alien 
of  seven  years  old  in  1819,)  have  been  born  in  America,  as 
he  says  his  mother  told  him,  who,  herself  arrived  in  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1817,  with,  and  when  her  son  George  was  about  six 
years  old,  and  of  foreign  birth,  according  to  the  naturali¬ 
zation  report  of  his  own  father,  which  will  bear  repetition 
in  the  same  sentence.  George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of  Police, 
also  swore  before  the  Police  Committee,  that  he  was  born 
in  1811,  and  was  forty-four  years  old,  which  precisely  cor¬ 
responds  with  his  father’s  naturalization  report,  and  with 
the  Brandon  Register,  and  with  all  the  affidavits  of  both 
continents  on  the  subject. 

And  if  there  be  any  doubt,  in  the  face  of  all  this  over¬ 
whelming  evidence,  as  to  George  Matsell,  the  Chief  of 
Police,  being  an  alien,  and  the  infant  George  at  the  bap¬ 
tismal  font  in  Brandon,  Norfolk  county,  England,  in  1811, 
the  Committee  will  state  that  there  never  was  published  in 
the  Directory  of  the  city  of  New  York,  prior  and  from 
1800  to  1855,  but  three  persons  named  Matsell,  viz: 
George  Matsell,  tailor,  No.  557  Broadway,  (now  Niblo's 
Garden,)  and  George  Matsell,  Chief  of  Police,  and  his 
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son,  a  merchant,  both  residing  in  Stanton  street.  David 
T.  Valentine,  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  Mr. 
Downing,  City  Inspector,  at  the  request  of  Alderman 
Briggs,  furnished  two  sets  of  the  New  York  Directory, 
from  1800  to  1855,  which  were  examined  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  (the  New  York  press,  being  fully  represented)  and 
it  was  sworn  by  Mr.  Valentine’s  clerk,  and  by  Mr.  Down¬ 
ing’s  clerk,  that  George  Matsell,  tailor,  is  first  found  in 
1818,  and  is  the  only  person  named  Matsell  in  the  Direc¬ 
tory  of  1818,  and  only  his  son  and  grandson,  of  Stanton 
street,  could  be  found  in  the  New  York  Directory,  in  sub¬ 
sequent  years  down  to  the  year  1855;  moreover,  for  two 
hundred  miles  around  Brandon,  England,  Mr.  Branch 
could  hear  of  no  person,  male  or  female,  named  Matsell, 
either  living  or  dead,  and  in  the  Liverpool  or  London 
directories,  Mr.  Branch  could  find  no  person  named  Mat¬ 
sell,  nor  has  any  person  named  Matsell  been  found  in  any 
directory  in  the  United  States.  The  naturalization  re¬ 
port  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  just  thoroughly  analysed, 
has  the  signature  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  this 
city,  Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Jarvis.  Following  the  naturaliza¬ 
tion  report  is  the  blank  affidavit,  which  begins  with,  “  I 
being  duly  sworn,  do  declare,  on  oath, 
that  it  is  bona  fide  my  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sove¬ 
reignty  whatever,  and  particularly  to 

Sworn  in  open  court,  this  day  of 

(Indorsed.) 

GEORGE  MATSELL. 

Report  and  affidavit;  intention. 

Report  filed,  2d  March,  1819. 
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The  above  is  the  blank,  and  orignal  naturalization 
draft  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  which  he,  for  reasons,  best 
known  to  himself,  did  not  nil  up  and  sign.  After  “  I,’r 
should  have  been  “  George  Matsell,”  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  “being  duly  sworn,  do  declare,  <fcc.”;  after  “  to  ,T 
should  have  been  “  the  Sovereign  of  England,”  his  native 
country;  after  “this”  should  have  followed  the  day  of 
the  month:  after  “of”  should  have  been  the  name  of  the 
month;  after  “18”  should  have  been  the  figures  “19  j”1 
and  after  “  19,”  should  have  followed  the  signature  of  the 
Mayor  of  that  day,  with  his  solemn  record  that  George 
Matsell,  tailor,  had  taken  the  naturalization  oath,  but 
even  after  all  this  had  been  done,  and  George  Matsell, 
tailor,  had  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  his  sonr 
George  Matsell,  the  present  Chief  of  Police,  would  have 
been  an  alien.  The  naturalization  of  the  father  does  not 
make  the  alien  children  citizens,  since  the  year  1812,  by 
a  law  of  Congress,  which  passed  in  1828,  and  which  has 
never  been  repealed. 

George  Matsell,  Chief  of  Police,  swore  before  the  Police. 
Committee,  that  he  did  not  know  where  his  father  re¬ 
sided  in  England,  before  he  came  to  America.  Even  ad¬ 
mitting  that  his  father  and  mother,  and  elder  brother  and 
sisters  never  told  him,  up  to  this  time,  which  is  a  great 
admission  and  concession,  still  George,  being  six  years 
old,  at  his  immigration,  should  remember  something  of  the 
voyage,  something  of  Dr.  Dickey,  who  for  want  of  money 
smuggled  himself  away  in  the  freight  hold  of  the  Perseus,, 
and  who  compulsorily  came  out  in  two  or  three  days  after 
for  food,  and  somethiDg  of  the  mysterious  conduct  of  Dr.. 
Dickey  with  a  certain  passenger  during  the  voyage,  which 
caused  great  sensation  and  severe  indignation  on  board, 
and  which  the  passengers  of  the  Perseus  comment  on  with 
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great  severity  to  this  remote  period.  It  was  singular  too, 
that  being  six  years  old,  George  cannot  remember  the 
severe  thunder  storm — the  Perseus  on  her  beam  ends,  the 
numerous  runaway  passengers  on  board,  and  the  one 
weeks’  famine  among  the  passengers  of  the  Perseus,  and 
her  extraordinary  passage  of  more  than  three  months 
from  Portsmouth  to  Nova  Scotia. 

George  Matsell,  tailor,  says  in  his  naturalization  report, 
that  he  was  born  in  Walsingham,  Norfolk  county,  Eng¬ 
land,  which  melodiously  harmonizes  with  the  register  of 
Brandon,  one  half  of  which  town  is  in  Norfolk  county  and 
the  other  half  in  Suffolk  county.  Charles  Farrow,  parish 
clerk,  and  the  great  undertaker  of  Brandon,  swore  that 
he  never  knew  nor  heard  of  a  person  or  family  named 
Matsell,  except  that  of  George  Matsell,  tailor;  and  Mr. 
Branch  could  hear  of  none  for  two  hundred  miles  around 
Brandon,  nor  could  he  find  any  of  that  name  in  the  grave 
yards  of  Brandon,  or  vicinity,  which  leaves  the  presump¬ 
tion  that  the  race  of  Matsells  became  extinct,  in  England, 
at  the  immigration  of  George  Matsell,  tailor,  in  1817. 
Joseph  Sweet,  of  the  Sunday  Leader,  in  this  city,  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Matsell,  (three  months  old  at  her  immi¬ 
gration,)  and  who  resides  in  Forty-first  street,  within  a 
minute’s  walk  of  the  Crystal  Palace.  And  what  is  most 
remarkable,  Mr.  Sweet  has  not  a  word  in  his  paper  in  de¬ 
fence  of  Mr.  Matsell,  his  brother-in-law,  but  rather  sympa¬ 
thizes  with  the  Police  Committee,  which  shows  the 
integrity  of  the  man.  George  (W.  ?)  Matsell,  then,  a 
British  subject,  has  defrauded  the  citizens  of  New  York 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  assuming  the  right  of  suff¬ 
rage,  and  as  a  Custon  House  officer;  as  a  Police  Justice, 
.at  whose  inauguration  into  the  above  positions  of  trust 
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and  emolument,  and  high  responsibility,  he  was  compelled 
to  swear  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He 
has,  moreover,  recently  defied  the  legislature,  the  courts, 
the  Corporation  and  the  people.  He  has  sworn  against 
his  own  father,  and  against  his  own  mother,  when  hardly 
cold  in  their  graves.  He  has  forged  his  own  name,  and 
sworn  falsely  as  to  his  own  name;  he  is  an  alien,  and  does 
not,  and  dares  not,  deny  it  before  the  Committee,  or  else¬ 
where;  he  has  metamorphosed  the  habitation  of  his  own 
sister  into  an  impenetrable  fortress,  lest  she  will  appear 
and  convict  him;  he  will  not  permit  the  subpoenas  of  Mr. 
Valentine  to  be  served  on  his  sister  Mary,  knowing  that 
the  instant  she  appears  in  the  City  Hall,  that  he  will  be 
forever  branded  with  alienage  and  perjury,  and  will  soon 
be  on  his  journey  to  a  sunless  incarceration  of  great  and 
merited  duration;  he  has  bought  city  property  to  an  un¬ 
limited  extent,  which  is  in  open  violation  of  the  charter, 
and  for  which,  alone,  he  should  be  instantly  ejected  from 
office;  he  has  monstrously  bamboozled  the  people;  he  has, 
through  the  violation  of  common  decorum,  and  by  dis¬ 
honorable  stratagem,  lobbied  laws  through  the  legislature, 
by  which  he  retains  his  office  for  life,  palpably  against  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  which  is  only  tolerated  by 
his  own  and  other  monarchial  countries.  He  is  the  source 
of  the  bloody  strife  at  primary  and  legal  elections,  and 
continues,  through  brute  force,  and  his  own  police  satel¬ 
lites,  to  elect  nearly  all  the  heads  of  departments,  judici¬ 
ary,  &c.,  who,  in  return,  are  his  abject  slaves,  and  screen 
him  in  his  present  audacious  contumacy,  and  in  every 
species  of  wrong  against  the  American  citizen.  In  view 
of  all  this,  and  a  volume  of  similar  iniquity  and  infamy, 
the  Police  Committee  respectfully  recommend  for  adop- 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 
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Whereas,  The  office  of  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  is  occupied  by  a  British  alien,  (and  he  does  not  deny 
it,)  and  has,  therefore,  never  had  the  necessary  qualifica¬ 
tions  to  hold  office;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  is  hereby  declared  vacant. 


Inclosed,  as  follows,  is  the  opinion  of  William  Curtis 
Noyes,  who  has  no  superior  in  integrity  and  juris¬ 
prudence: 

“My  opinion  has  been  requested,  by  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
John  H.  Briggs,  Chairman,  and  C.  II.  Tucker  and  H.  R. 
HofFmire,  upon  the  question  whether  an  alien  can  lawfully 
hold  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police,  and  if  not,  what  are  the 
consequences  of  an  alien’s  usurping  the  office?  and  how 
he  may  be  removed  and  punished? 

OPINION. 

By  the  Police  act,  of  May  13th,  1846,  as  amended  by 
the  act  of  1849,  (Davies  Ed.  of  Laws,)  pp.  916,  993,  Art. 
2,  §  1,)  it  is  enacted  “  that  the  Chief  of  Police  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  Mayor,  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
with  their  approval ,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 
The  Chief  of  Police  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  an  actual  resident 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  Y'ork;  he  shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  term  of  the  Mayor,  unless  sooner  re¬ 
moved  from  office,  for  cause,”  &c. 

By  the  act  of  1853,  (Davies,  p.  1114,)  the  mode  of  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Chief  of  Police  is  changed,  and  it  is 
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declared,  (Art.  2,  §  1,)  that  “  the  Chief  of  Police  shall  be 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  first  named  in  the  third 
article  of  this  bill.”  This  Board  consists  of  the  Mayor, 
Recorder  and  City  Judge,  (Art.  3,  §  1,)  and  by  the  next 
section  the  same  qualifications  of  citizenship  and  residence 
are  required  of  “  every  officer,  policeman  and  doorman,” 
in  which,  undoubtedly,  the  Chief  of  Police  is  included. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  general  provision  in  the  Revised 
Statutes,  declaring  that  “  no  person  shall  be  capable  of 
holding  a  civil  office,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  election  Or 
appointment,  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  who  shall  not  then  be,  a  citizen  of  this  state” 
(1  R.  S.,  116,  §  1.) 

There  can  be  no  donbt,  therefore,  that  if  the  Chief  of  Po¬ 
lice  is  an  alien,  he  is,  and  has  always  been,  incapable  of 
holding  the  office,  and  that  he  may  be  suspended,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  removed,  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and. City  Judge, 
as  Commissioners  of  Police,  under  §  4  of  Art.  3  of  Police 
Act  of  1853.  (Davies,  p.  1118.) 

There  is  also  no  doubt  that,  though  his  acts  may  be 
good  as  to  third  persons,  as  an  officer  de facto,  yet  they  are 
utterly  invalid  as  to  himself,  and  he  is  a  trespasser,  when¬ 
ever,  as  Chief  of  Police,  he  interferes  with  property  or 
persons.  (Green  v.  Burke,  23d  Wend.  490.) 

It  is  equally  clear,  that  he  is  liable  to  indictment  and 
punishment,  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  for  obtruding  himself 
into,  and  assuming  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office, 
without  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications  of  citizen¬ 
ship.  (2  R.  S.,  p.  696,  §  39.) 
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He  may  also  be  proceeded  against,  by  action,  at  the  suit 
of  the  Attorney  General;  and  on  conviction,  may  not  only 
be  ousted  from  office,  but  may  be  fined,  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.  (2  R.  S., 
4th  ed.,  554,  §§432,  441.) 

Upon  such  an  indictment,  and  upon  such  an  action  by 
the  Attorney  General,  the  question  of  citizenship  could  be 
tried  and  determined. 

Besides,  as  the  Common  Council  have  the  general  legis¬ 
lative  power  and  control  of  the  city  government,  “  and  the 
officers  and  clerks  thereof”  and  are  bound  to  see  that  the 
laws  affecting  all  city  officers  are  faithfully  observed  and 
applied,  (Charter  of  1849,  §  61,  Davies,  p.  208,)  it  is  com¬ 
petent  for  either  branch,  or  for  both  branches  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  to  declare  that  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police 
is  vacant,  by  reason  of  his  alienage,  (if  that  fact  be  estab¬ 
lished,  upon  evidence  satisfactory  to  them,)  and  to  call 
upon  the  appointing  power  to  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
and  upon  the  proper  authorities  to  punish  the  usurpation. 

WM.  CURTIS  NOYES. 

Dated,  New  York,  October  16th,  1855. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  held  April  26, 
1855,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted, 
viz: 

Whereas ,  The  Special  Committee  has  been  grossly  in¬ 
sulted,  and  their  power  defied  by  Wm.  Mackellar,  Mat- 
sell’s  Chief  Clerk;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Al¬ 
derman  Briggs,  C.  H.  Tucker  and  Hoffmire.  which  was 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  truthfulness  of  George  W.  Mat- 
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sell’s  report,  respecting  the  nativity,  imprisonment,  &c.r 
of  policemen,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  in¬ 
vestigate  all  frauds  and  corruptions,  in  every  branch  of 
the  Police  Department;  and  also  the  manner  in  which  the 
same  is,  and  has  been  conducted,  in  addition  to  the  power 
they  possess  by  a  previous  resolution  of  this  Board. 

One  of  the  first  points  under  the  above  resolution,  was 
the  payment  of  about  six  hundred  dollars  of  arrear  dog 
pound  money  into  the  city  treasury,  by  Mr.  Mackellar, 
Mr.  Matsell’s  chief  clerk,  who  was  questioned  one  day 
what  he  had  done  with  it,  and  he  disgorged  it  on  the  next,, 
to  the  high  gratification  of  the  Committee,  and  to  the  sor¬ 
row  of  Mackellar.  Mr.  .Matsell  was  found  to  have  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  conveyances  of  city  property  (to 
himself  and  partner,  Captain  Norris,  of  the  Tenth  Ward,) 
from  1849  to  the  letter  S,  in  1850.  At  this  rate,  Mr. 
Matsell  would  soon  monopolize  a  large  portion  of  the 
city.  And  the  conveyance  of  a  solitary  lot  to  him,  subject 
him  to  impeachment.  Captain  Leonard,  of  the  Second 
Ward,  was  charged  with  receiving  money  for  obtaining 
police  appointments.  Captain  Bowyer  was  charged  with 
receiving  pay  as  a  public  policeman  and  as  a  Crystal  Palace 
policeman  at  the  same  time,  and  that  Mr.  Matsell  indorsed 
the  bills,  with  an  oath.  The  integrity  of  Captain  Norris 
was  also  impugned  before  the  Committee. 

Thomas  Munday,  Nicholas  Seagrist,  Captain  Norris, 
Matsell,  Mackellar,  and  others,  were  charged  with  rob¬ 
bing  the  funeral  pall  of  Henry  Clay,  when  his  sacred  per¬ 
son  passed  through  this  city,  on  its  way  to  its  silent  and 
eternal  repose  at  Ashland.  Mr.  Matsell  is  said,  by  one 
respectable  witness,  to  have  had  two  talmas  from  the  pall 
of  the  modern  Roman.  He  is  also  said  to  have  appro¬ 
priated  some  public  oil  cloth  to  the  decoration  of  his 
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private  abode.  Efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  where  and 
when  the  stolen  property  was  sold,  but  in  vain;  also,  the 
final  disposition  of  stolen  property;  but  Matsell,  McCann, 
Mackellar  and  Webster  were  incredably  abusive  and  con¬ 
tumacious.  And  Judges  Woodruff  and  Ingraham  sustain¬ 
ed  them,  and  hence  no  information  could  be  obtained,  and 
the  Committee  was  utterly  foiled.  Judge  Woodruff  pro¬ 
tected  the  contumacious  witnesses,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  served  with  the  last  original  order  of  attachment 
by  Judge  Daly,  although  the  order  was  read  to  the  contu¬ 
macious  witnesses  before  the  Committee.  Judge  Daly  has 
imitated  Aristides,  throughout  the  severe  and  protracted 
contest,  and  deserves  the  cordial  homage  of  all  meritori¬ 
ous  citizens,  for  his  efforts  to  sustain  the  first  legislative 
contumacious  enactment,  without  which,  subpoenaes  are 
worthless,  and  government  itself  a  perfect  nullity.  The 
testimony  elicited,  and  the  legal  proceedings  of  the  courts, 
under  the  fraud  and  corruption  resolution,  would  make  a 
large  volume;  but  as  this  report  is  already  voluminous, 
the  Committee  will  take  leave  of  the  subject  for  the  present, 
with  the  earnest  hope  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  labors,  until  they  have  made  the  contumacious 
witnesses  answer  the  questions  already  propounded  to 
them,  and  thus  establish  the  precedent,  that  officials,  es¬ 
pecially,  shall  be  compelled  to  respect  the  Committees  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  not  be  permitted  to  insult 
them  with  impunity.  In  the  absence  of  this,  there  can  be 
no  security  from  a  wide-spread  corruption  and  demorali¬ 
sation,  and  no  protection  whatever  to  the  great  industri¬ 
ous  and  virtuous  classes. 


J.  H.  BRIGGS,  )  Special  Police 
C.  H.  TUCKER,  J  Committee . 


DOCUMENT  No  44. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

DECEMBER  3,  1855. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Department,  submitting  their  working  plan  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Hon.  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  N»  York. 

The  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  create  the  Croton  Aque¬ 
duct  Department  in  the  city  of  New  York,  passed  April 
11, 1849,  provides  that  on  or  before  the  third  Monday  of 
December,  in  each  year,  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board 
shall  report  to  the  Common  Council  a  working  plan  for 
the  ensuing  year,  under  the  several  heads  of  repairs,  pur¬ 
chase  of  mains  and  pipes,  sewers,  drains  and  new  work, 
with  an  estimate  of  work  under  each  head  of  expenditure, 
which  it  shall  be  proposed  to  undertake,  and  the  cost  of 
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each,  and  the  ramount  of  salaries  and  contingencies  to 
be  incurred,  and  exhibiting  a  total  of  the  expenditures 
contemplated  to  be  made,  from  the  first  of  January  then 
next. 

In  pursuance  of  which,  the  following  working  plan  by 
the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CROTON  WATER  WORKS  EXTENSION. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  acquiring  lands 
for  the  new  reservoir,  has  been  prepared  for  presentation, 
and  set  down  for  argument  on  the  19th  inst.  As  soon  as 
the  lands  have  been  obtained,  the  Board  will  proceed 
without  delay,  in  their  preparation  for  the  execution  of 
the  work.  The  Board  are  also  required  to  conform  the 
two  mains  of  pipe  on  the  Fifth  avenue,  to  the  established 
grade;  this  work  will  be  found  very  expensive,  as  many 
of  the  pipes  which  are  bedded  in  rock  must  be  removed 
to  allow  the  excavation  to  be  made  to  the  required  depth, 
and  the  pipes  lowered  into  their  new  bed  and  reset,  Some 
alteration  in  the  grade  of  the  main  in  the  Third  avenue 
will  probably  be  found  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
great  sewer  now  in  the  course  of  construction  on  that 
avenue.  The  estimate  of  cost  for  the  above-named  works, 
amounts  to  $58,000. 


AQUEDUCT  CONSTRUCTION. 

The  amount  required  under  this  head  of  expenditure,  is 
solely  dependent  on  the  progress  of  the  long  litigated 
suit  of  Stephen  R.  Clark  and  others  against  the  Corpo¬ 
ration.  As  in  their  former  report,  the  Board  beg  leave 


3 


(Doc.  No.  44. 


to  state  that  should  the  decision  be  adverse  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration,  a  large  amount,  in  damages  and  costs,  will  neces¬ 
sarily  require  to  be  provided.  They  therefore  only  ask 
for  such  amount,  under  this  head,  as  may  be  required  for 
the  progress  of  the  suit .  $5,000 

AQUEDUCT  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENT. 

For  the  usual  repairs  and  improvements  on  the  line  of 
the  Aqueduct,  in  Westchester  county,  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  the  continuation  of  the  fencing,  partially  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  general  superintendence  of  the  whole  line 
of  works,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  required 

$35,000 


WATER  PIPES  AND  LAYING- 

Petitions  for  a  large  surface  of  distributing  pipe  are 
now  before  the  Board,  and  from  the  continual  improve¬ 
ment  constantly  in  progress  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 
and  to  keep  pace  with  wants  of  the  increasing  population, 


there  will  be  required  the  sum  of . . . $165  TOO 

to  wit: 

For  Advertising .  $200 

Blasting .  1>600 

Branches .  2,000 

Brass  Cocks .  1,000 

Cartage..... .  2,500 

Casualties .  3,000 

Cleaning  Streets . . .  150 

Distributing  Reservoir .  5,000 

Engineer’s  office .  250 

Carried  forward .  15,700 
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Brought  forward . $15,700 

Excavation .  3,000 

Fire  Hydrants .  6,000 

Do.  repairs  to .  750 

Fuel .  300 

Hydrants  and  Stop  Cock  Boxes .  2,250 

Pipes .  65,000 

Lead .  6,000 

Miscellaneous  Bills . 350 

Office  Expenses .  2,300 

Oil . . .  100 

Paving  Sand .  150 

Postage .  50 

Boring  Yard . 1,500 

Small  Castings .  4,000 

Stationery . 1,000 

Stop  Cocks .  7,500 

Do.  repairs  to . . .  2,500 

Sundry  expenses .  500 

Tappers’  Boxes .  500 

Tapping  Pipes .  2,000 

Tools  and  Repairing .  1,250 

Wages .  40,000 

Wagon  Hire .  500 

Water  Meters .  2,000 

Yarn .  500 


$165,700 
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SEWERS— REPAIRING  AND  CLEANING. 

The  sum  required,  under  this  head,  embraces,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  usually  asked  for,  wages  to  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  cleaning,  repairing  sewers,  basins  and  culverts, 
new  man-holes,  cartage,  ventilators,  tools  and  repairing 
tools,  surveying,  casualties  and  sundries,  an  appropriation 
for  the  cartage  of  the  contents  of  sewer  basins,  (a  duty 
hitherto  performed  by  the  Department  of  Streets  and 
Lamps,)  and  also  the  necessary  amount  for  the  rebuilding 
of  the  old  sewer  in  Eighth  and  Ninth’ streets,  which  have 
been  found  so  defective  as  to  require  the  reconstruction 
of  the  crown.  For  a  full  performance  of  all  the  duties 
under  this  head,  the  Board  estimate,  as  required,  the 
sum  of . . . $24,000 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  usual  amount  is  asked,  which,  together  with  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  present  year,  will  be  found 
sufficient  for  the  returns  of  new  buildings  and  a  map  of 
such  portion  of  the  Twelfth  Ward  as  may  be  subject  to 
water  rents . #1,500 


SALARIES. 

The  amount  required  will  be  about  the  same  usually  re¬ 
quired  under  this  head,  say. . . . $26,000 

Under  each  head  of  expenditure  for  the  current  year, 
1855,  there  will,  as  heretofore,  remain  a  surplus,  but  it  is 
not  intended  to  draw  such  surplus  from  the  city  treasury; 
the  preceding  sums  will  therefore  constitute  the  whole 
means  of  the  department  applicable  to  the  several  heads 
for  which  an  appropriation  is  asked,  and  as  the  estimates 


Doc.  No.  44.) 


6 


are  based  on  a  low  scale,  it  is  hoped  that  no  reduction 
will  be  deemed  necessary. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Croton  Water  Works  Extension.. .  $58,000  00 

Aqueduct  Construction... .  5,000  00 

Aqueduct  Repairs  and  Improvements .  85,000  00 

Water  Pipes  and  Laying . 165,700  00 

Sewers,  repairing  and  cleaning .  24,000  00 

Statistical  Tables . 1,500  00 

Salaries  . . 26,000  00 

Total  amount . $315,200  00 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  YAN  SCHAICK, 
President. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Board, 

December  3, 1855. 


S>CM;  UlEi'll  T  Wo.  45. 


BOARD  OF  A'LDERMEN. 

DECEMBER  27,  1855. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Police  Committee, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk . 


The  Special  Police  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  of  the  Mayor  in  response  to  the  preamble 
and  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  declaring  the 
office  of  Chief  of  Police  vacant,  and  requesting  the  Mayor 
to  nominate  a  successor  of  Mr.  Matsell,  respectfully 
REPORT: 

That  the  word  “  incumbent,”  so  severely  criticised  by  the 
Mayor,  was  used  as  a  milder  term  for  “  usurper,”  both  in¬ 
cumbent  and  usurper,  in  the  context  clearly  implying  the 
usurpation  of  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police  by  George  W. 
Matsell,  of  Brandon,  England,  through  the  dereliction  of 
duty  and  additional  usurpation  of  the  Mayor  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  his  protection  of  Mr. 
Matsell,  against  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
declaring  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police  vacant, 3  and  re¬ 
questing  the  Mayor  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent  or  usurper.  And  in  this  connection  it  is  proper 
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to  state  that  a  Mr.  West,  who  is  said  to  be  a  British  alien, 
connected  with  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  as 
principal  editor,  complains  to  the  Committee  that  he  criti¬ 
cised  the  word  “  incumbent,”  in  the  Commercial  Adver¬ 
tiser,  two  days  before  the  Mayor  criticised  it  in  his  mes¬ 
sage,  and  that  the  Mayor  did  not,  in  his  message,  give 
him  due  credit  for  his  original  idea,  which  injustice  Mr. 
West  feels  the  more  keenly,  as  he  is  the  bosom  English 
friend  of  Mr.  Matsell,  and  was  born  near  Brandon,  the 
birth-place  of  Mr.  Matsell,  and  as  he  has  stoutly  defended 
Mr.  Matsell  in  the  columns  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser, 
since  his  connection  with  that  venerable  and  amiable  pub¬ 
lic  journal. 

After  the  Board  of  Aldermen  declared  the  office  of 
Chief  of  Police  vacant,  and  by  a  subsequent  resolution  re¬ 
quested  the  Mayor  to  nominate  a  successor  of  Mr.  Mat¬ 
sell,  Mr.  Yalentine,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council, 
placed  in  the  Mayor’s  hands  the  report  of  the  Special  Po¬ 
lice  Committee.  And  it  was  clearly  the  Mayor’s  duty  to 
place  this  report  before  the  Police  Commissioners,  as  the 
basis  of  Mr.  Matsell’s  trial,  and  to  invite,  or  at  least  to 
permit,  the  Special  Police  Committee  to  conduct  the  trial 
against  Mr.  Matsell  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  and  the  people.  But  instead  of  this,  and  apparently 
in  order  to  protect  Mr.  Matsell,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder 
got  a  straw-bail  graduate  of  the  Tombs  to  prefer  the  charge 
of  alienage  against  Mr.  Matsell,  to  prevent  the  Special 
Police  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
people  from  appearing  against  Mr.  Matsell,  as  principals  in 
the  prosecution,  and  to  force  themtojday  second  fiddle  to 
this  straw  complainant,  who  is  evidently  leagued  with  high 
officials  in  this  base  conspiracy  against  the  people;  and 
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who  is  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Police  Committee,  and 
has  the  power  to  call  Mr.  Matsell  before  him,  and  ask  him 
any  questions  respecting  the  frauds  and  corruptions  in  the 
Police  Department.  But,  instead  of  doing  this,  we  find 
him  leaving  and  degrading  his  own  Committee,  and  ap¬ 
pearing  before  an  inferior  municipal  tribunal  as  the  pre¬ 
tended  chief  prosecutor  against  Mr.  Matsell,  but  whose 
real  motive,  as  already  shown,  is  to  shield  Mr.  Matsell 
against  the  Special  Police  Committee,  who  are  the  more 
appropriate  prosecutors  of  Mr.  Matsell,  as  representing 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  people.  It  was  bad 
enough  to  be  told  by  the  Mayor  and  Recorder,  that  they 
should  reject  all  the  Brandon  and  American  affidavits, 
without  this  base  attempt  to  protect  Mr.  Matsell,  by  this 
spurious  complainant,  who  stands  between  the  Special 
Police  Committee  and  the  Police  Commissioners,  who  are 
afraid  to  let  the  Special  Police  Committee  appear  before 
them  with  their  own  counsel,  as  principal  against  Mr. 
Matsell,  because  they  well  know  that  they  would  not  dare 
protect  Mr.  Matsell  after  their  overwhelming  evidence  is 
placed  before  them.  But  the  Police  Commissioners  in¬ 
tend,  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Matsell,  in  disguise,  shall  be 
the  principals  against  Mr.  Matsell,  so  that  they  can  con¬ 
trol  the  complaint  against  him  for  alienage,  and  produce 
such  witnesses  as  they  please  and  reject  such  witnesses  as 
they  please,  and  thus,  by  several  thick  coats  of  white-wash, 
enable  the  Police  Commissioners  to  acquit  Mr.  Matsell, 
and  to  plead  his  sham  acquittal  by  the  Police  Commis¬ 
sioners  in  bar  of  subsequent  proceedings  against  Mr. 
Matsell,  before  higher  tribunals.  And  to  show  the  col¬ 
lusion  between  these  officials,  high  and  low,  it  is  only  ne¬ 
cessary  to  expose  their  operations  on  Saturday  last,  when 
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the  complainant  desired  a  postponement  of  the  case  for 
one  week,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  his  witnesses; 
when,  up  jumps  James  T.  Brady,  the  alien,  and  contu¬ 
macious  champion,  and  bellows,  to  the  pinnacle  of  his  pow¬ 
erful  lungs,  of  his  readiness  for  the  trial  of  his  friend  and 
client,  Mr.  Matsell,  who  has  evaded  every  thing,  and  has 
been  as  dumb  as  a  dead  person  for  a  year  past,  until  now, 
when  he  is  compelled  to  appear  and  defend  himself,  or 
meet  his  terrible  fate.  Now,  if  the  Special  Police  Com¬ 
mittee  had  been  the  principal  against  Mr.  Matsell  before 
the  Police  Commissioners,  as  they  should  have  been,  they 
would,  last  Saturday,  have  demanded  Mr.  Matsell’s  writ¬ 
ten  answer,  under  oath,  of  the  charge  of  alienage  against 
him;  and  they  would  have  put  him  on  the  stand,  under 
oath,  and  have  sent  for  his  sister  Mary,  and  have  also  put 
the  report  of  the  Special  Police  Committee  before  the 
Police  Commissioners,  and  have  arrayed  a  long  line  of 
witnesses  before  the  astonished  eyes  of  the  Police  Com¬ 
missioners  and  of  Mr.  Matsell,  their  friend,  in  order  to 
prevent  which,  they  have  placed  Mr.  Matsell  behind  them 
for  protection,  and  have  placed  immediately  before  them 
a  spurious  complainant,  as  an  impregnable  shield  against 
the  shafts  of  the  Police  Committee,  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  and  the  people,  who  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  the 
Police  Commissioners  to  try  Mr.  Matsell,  or  any  other 
officer,  for  abuse,  alienage,  or  usurpation,  which  power  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  the  highest  super¬ 
visory  power  of  the  city,  over  abuses,  alienage  and  usur¬ 
pation.  The  Police  Commissioners  only  having  the  right 
to  try  policemen  for  a  breach  of  duty.  . 

JOHN  H.  BRIGGS,  Chairman. 

New  York,  Dec.  27, 1855. 
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